Man-made
barriers in the
path of approach
to God are not
restricted to any
one religion.
Itis an integral
part of the
organizational
nature. The
problem arises
when religion
becomes an
organization!

Johnson
K. Samuel

Man erects
barriers in the path of
approach to God. Places of worship have their
own rules and regulations. Entrance to the
presence of God is restricted on the basis of color,
caste, language, gender and age. We witness
conflicts and unrests due to the exclusive nature
of man - made restrictions. This is not a new
phenomenon. It has been there for centuries. Only
we see it flaring up time and again and subsiding
for a short while. It is not restricted to any one
religion. It is an integral part of the organizational
structure. The problem arises when religion
becomes an organization!

But this is not God’s nature. God is love. “For
God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
Jesus Christ came to this world and declared
publicly: “Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, | will give you rest"

It is an open invitation - open to all mankind
irrespective of caste, creed, language gender or
age. His yoke is soft and easy to carry because
He Himself is at other end of the yoke helping you
to carry it. We do not have to climb one hundred
steps or roll on the ground or clean others’ shoes
or walk miles without sandals or carry any load on
the head to please Him. He is our friend! His
invitation is to rest in freedom from the burden of
sin. To rich people who are held in the grip of
insecurity; to intellectuals who have lost their way;
to strong people who live in fear of weakness and
defeat, Jesus extends His call: “Come unto Me,
all you who labor, and | will give you rest”.

The second invitation is to discipleship.
“Jesus said to them, ‘Follow Me, and | will make
you become fishers of men” (Mark 1:17). We are
saved to serve; we are redeemed so that we in
turn may become fishers of men. This invitation to
discipleship is the most thrilling ever to come to
mankind. Just imagine being a working partner

Christ's Call:

Open to All!

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give

you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle

and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is
easy and My burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30).

with God in the redemption of the world! Christian
discipleship gives us the privilege of being
associated with Christ intimately. And the faithful
discharge of the glorious responsibilities of true
discipleship brings the approval and favor of God
Himself.

The third invitation is to dwell with God.Jesus
said, “Abide in Me, and | in you” (John 15:4).
Salvation is not an occasional rendezvous with
God. Itis an actual dwelling with God. Itis a lifelong
experience extending to eternity. David said in
Psalm 91:1: "He who dwells in the secret place of
the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty”. All the comfort, security and affection
that the human heart craves for are found in His
shadow.

But this open invitation to God'’s love, freedom
from all burdens and a life with Him in total security
is spurned by many because of their
preoccupation with other things that they love.
Jesus explains the situation with a parable where
a king invites people to a feast (Luke 14:15-21).
The invited guests produce three excuses for not
going for the feast. The first excuse is dictated by
the demands of business, of increasing one’s
property, adding another house, growing one’s
investments. The second excuse is driven by the
demand of something useful, a new car, a new
equipment for the office or shop, new toys, etc.
The third excuse is driven by the good gift of
finding a marriage partner. While these activities
in themselves are not at all wrong, the problem
lies in the priority given to them. Each excuse puts
a lower value on the banquet and the honor of
being invited by the king! But the king does not
cancel the feast. On the other hand, the celebration
continues with others who accept his invitation.

The call is still open. When we accept it, we
discover how awesome is the Host who has
invited us. We will be exceedingly glad that we
have received an invitation to the feast that never
ends! Come to the feast of God’s love! |

We, in the Editorial Board, wish all the readers and well wishers of
“Suvartha" Magazine a very happy and blessed New Year 2019
as we enter into the 28th year of Christian Literature ministry!
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Enjoy GOD and Become
Clean Channels of HIS Love!

"Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever
things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything
praiseworthy - meditate on these things" (Philippians 4:8)

The way we conceive God is the way we
carry on our lives. Figuratively speaking, Jesus
wore our sandals and walked on our planet to
identify with us in every way. He remained
sinless and separated from the alluring
attractions of the world and the flesh. We open
up when we encounter the living God. When
we live the way He wants us to live, our life will
be a blessing to us as well as to others.

Jesus had a chosen twelve to receive the
training to preach and pattern His life and
teachings. Jesus made it

suggestions to protect him. But Paul voiced:
“What happens to me is not the important event,
but how God could use me as | submit to His
plans”. In fact, this must be the perspective of
a spiritual person. We remember Peter making
an earthly judgement in his response to Jesus
upon hearing about His death on the cross.
Jesus had to rebuke and tell Peter that what he
told was not the plan of God. Peter’s judgment
was for this temporal life and to hold on to the
comforts of this world; but the mark of a godly

personis “He must increase

and | must decrease”kind of

clear to them that they are

called to expend, and not to
exalt themselves. They
should think of the Kingdom
and of the King whose mind
is to save one and all. The
essential qualification is to
the realization of their
unworthiness and the
willingness to step down from
their own rule to God’s rule.
Those who are kingdom-
people should be moulded by
what God says, and our
walking with Him moulds our
attitude and mind-set. Our
mistakes and God’s mercies

Those who are kingdom-
people should be moulded
by what God says, and our

walking with Him moulds
our attitude and mind-set.

Our mistakes and God’s
mercies shape our attitude.

Jesus expects us to remain
faithful at any cost, once we
are called to be with Him.
Living the Christ-centred life
is the key to enjoy the King
and the kingdom rule on a
daily basis.

attitude.

God is looking for lasting
love in us. Knowing God is
receiving the agape love in
Jesus, and giving out this love
to others in selfless sacrifice
and service. Such lasting love
is the one that serves others.
We are to be empowered by
the Holy Spirit to be caught
up by the love of Jesus and
exhibit His lavish love through
our attitude and activities.
When we fail to love God, not
only that we fail to love
others, our capacity even to

shape our attitude. Jesus
expects us to remain faithful at any cost, once
we are called to be with Him. Living the Christ-
centred life is the key to enjoy the King and the
kingdom rule on a daily basis.

Every consideration we give in our daily living
and thinking will be based either on the worldly
dimension or the heavenly dimension. As Eve
was tempted by the appearance and appetite
of the forbidden fruit to fall victim, we are tempted
by the worldly matters apart from God. We see
a model in Apostle Paul (Acts. 21:13) from his
response when people close to him were making

love ourselves is diminished.
God has endowed us with freedom of choice
which includes the freedom to love. Every action
in our life starts with a primary thought. This
thought is originated in our freedom to think
whatever we desire. This primary thought of
freedom is to be used rightly and graciously to
grow in godliness. Whatever is happening in
our life start with a thought influenced by viewing
an object or imagining something or somebody
we have seen earlier (or due to a prior
experience). This can push us to think ugly
thoughts or negative thoughts and slowly can
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God is looking
for lasting love in
us. Knowing
God is receiving
the agape love
in Jesus, and
giving out this
love to others in
selfless
sacrifice and
service
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We evaluate the
success in
terms of the
happiness, joy,
feelings of
accomplish-
ments etc. that
we can derive.
We know that
happiness
cannot be
derived from the
happenings
around us.
Looking at
ourselves may
discourage us,
and looking at
others may
make us jealous;
but looking at
Jesus is the way
to happiness

develop to an idea to act leading to do evil.
Instead of dwelling on this evil thought, we must
delete it from our thoughts; this deleting is an
act of the will. If our primary thought of freedom
is trained and retrained to think whatever is true,
noble and praiseworthy (Phil. 4:8), then we can
move that freedom to activate transformation
and growth. We notice in Proverbs 4:23, "Be
careful how you think, your life is shaped by
your thoughts”. We all are shaping our life and
future destiny by this primary thought of
freedom.

Once we belonged to the kingdom of Satan.
We used to take orders from him since our
thought-pattern was sinful. God in His mercy
has transplanted us into His Kingdom. God
changed our operating system, and so we can
change the thought pattern
from entertaining sinful

Although we allowed God to change our
operating system, we still have the freedom of
choice to entertain both divine as well as carnal
thoughts of the flesh. The carnal believer is not
under obligation to the old master the devil; but
he is free to operate on the old pattern of thought,
especially by imagining sinful thoughts to satisfy
the cravings of the sinful man. Such a person
seeks to be independent of God in using his
ability to think various ideas, for there are no
boundaries set for the imaginations. The result
of not involving God in our imaginations is to
live in agony and anguish in the long run. We
need to realize that there is no benefit by
imagining apart from God. But we have
something greater that God has prepared for
us, the bigger things that have not yet entered
into our heart (1 Cor. 2:9).

It is human nature to

thoughts to sacred thoughts.

satisfy our longings. We

We notice in Romans 6:13-14
that sin cannot tell us how to
live, because we are not living
under the old tyranny any
longer. We are living in the
freedom of God. However, we
are prone to ignore the above
from the Word of God and
continue to live in such
disobedience we used to be
earlier. Although we receive
warning from the Lord, we still
can continue in our wrong
thinking pattern ignoring the
Word. Evil thoughts can be

Studying, soaking and
saturating our minds with
Scriptures require time and
space in our schedule. In
our busy schedule, we may
read the word just for the
sake of a feeling that we did
not ignore God’s word. We
need to realize that just
reading the Scriptures
cannot do much in forming
and transforming our inner
man, for it takes time to
saturate our mind with
God’s word.

evaluate the success in terms
of the happiness, joy, feelings
of accomplishments etc. that
we can derive. We know that
happiness cannot be derived
from the happenings around
us. Looking at ourselves may
discourage us, and looking at
others may make us jealous;
but looking at Jesus is the
way to happiness (Heb. 12:1-
2). Apostle Paul was
contagiously joyful (Phil. 4:4)
since his eyes were on Jesus.
We need to look at Jesus,

initiated in our mind by the

follow Him and become like

devil, and our mind can
become a junkyard of such evil planted by him.
One of the tricks the devil usually applies is to
keep us busy with many activities that are not
desired by God. We need to keep on cleansing
our mind from thought-patterns initiated by the
devil which are contrary to the will of God.
Therefore, we have to guard our mind from such
“pollutions” so that the thought will always be
initiated by God and His word.

Studying, soaking and saturating our minds
with Scriptures require time and space in our
schedule. In our busy schedule, we may read
the word just for the sake of a feeling that we
did not ignore God’s word. We need to realize
that just reading the Scriptures cannot do much
in forming and transforming our inner man, for it
takes time to saturate our mind with God’s word.

Him to have everlasting joy.

Jesus came to reveal the mystery of love.
The love of God is the stepping stone to serve,
sacrifice and save the lost. God lavished His
love on us when we were not worthy of anything
(Rom. 5:5). Love is giving out; it is willing to
suffer and sacrifice for the person we love. Love
is “others-concerned” but lust is “self-indulgent”.
While love is sacrificial, lust is seeking
indulgence. An act of lust could lead to hate
immediately after the indulgence. Our prideful
self desires to indulge. Learning to love without
turning to lust is the primary lesson we all need
to learn. It requires humility, prayer and personal
discipline in our imaginations and thought
patterns.

People try to cover their prideful self instead
of building relationships with God and man.
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God’s Administration
in the Present!

God is the Creator and the origin of life
(Genesis 1). Satan is a fallen angel, one of
God'’s created being, who is in rebellion against
God’s Kingdom (Isaiah 14:12-15). The world is
the current system of sinful opposition to God.

as dispensations, based on His relationship with
and response from man.

God has appointed different administrators
under His authority at different times. God is in
control because as He revealed to Daniel, “He

The world is under the control of Satan butwe  changes times and seasons; he deposes kings ~ Mathews Abraham
the children of God stand in opposition to this  and raises up others” (Daniel 2:21). God has Houston
evil (1 John 5:19). Satan only marked out the time and place
has limited authority as a ; where each of us should live
created being and we know him During the course of  (acts 17:26). The purpose of
as a deceiver or liar. All history, we see that administrators is to curb
authority in heaven and earth is God established lawlessness and bring man in
God’s (Matthew 28:18). different theocratic subjection to the authority of § God has
Since creation there has forms of rule, also God. Just as Adam was the appointed
been a conflict between God known as first human administrator to different
and Satan_wr[h regard to who dispensations, based tend to the g_ardc_an in which he T
has the right to rule over on His relationship was placed, in this present age, .
: : : - L under His
mankind and creation. God in with and response God has divided authority in four hori
His gracious provision, offered ¢ realms. These are evidentinthe | @uthority at
His right to rule over all who rom man. Epistle of 1 Peter. They are civil J| different times.
approached the kingdom of government, employer, home, | Godisin
God infaith. In parallel, Satan also vied forthe  and the church. control.
right to rule and the allegiance of man in his
evil kingdom. Thus there began two kingdoms a. Civilgovernment:
competing against each other. During the 1 Peter 2:13-14; Romans 13:1-7
course of history, we see that God established , , .
different theocratic forms of rule, also known There is no authority except that which God
"Enjoy God and become clean channels of His love" ..... (Contnuation from previous page)

Someone rightly said that “religion” can be a
bundle of unsuccessful rituals to cover up our
naked and vulnerable bodily appetites. We know
from Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:7) that it can neither
cover nor protect. Jesus paid the cost and
bought us to a position in which we can enjoy
the rich relationship with God. We are able to
experience and enjoy Him any time; God’s
presence and power always refresh and
rejuvenate in all and every situation in life.

We all can have impure, mixed and even
evil motives. Our motives are weighed by the
Lord (Prov. 16:2). In fact, God must be our real

(1 Tim. 1:5). Our commitment and contribution
in the Kingdom of God involve taking a step
forward in faith and move forward (Phil. 3:13,14).
God has sent us here in this world not to do
things as we please, escaping the burdens of
life. He has made us new creations by pouring
His love lavishly so that we could become
vessels for His use. He

wants us to be clean

and usable channels of
His love.

(Indebted to my
friend Mr. K. J. Joseph

We are able to experience and
enjoy Him any time; God’s presence
and power always refresh and
rejuvenate in all and every situation

source of motivation. Our motivation is based  for some of the insights in life.
on our passion and purpose in doing God’s will  he shared). H
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God is the
righteous judge
who will reward

his children for
being good
administrators
or being
obedient to the
administrator
over them. In
due time He will
also punish
those who are
evil
administrators
not righteous in
their actions.
May God give
us grace to
model this
responsibility
especially in
our homes and
churches

established. All men are to be subject to
government authorities because they are God’s
ministers. They can remove the lawless by
death. They are to be supported by taxes. We
know that Jesus paid His share of taxes
(Matthew 17:24-27) although the Romans had
a repressive government. Those who rebel
against those in authority rebel against God
because they are established by God.

At the same time, the government has
limited authority. They are accountable to God
and expected to create an environment where
all its citizens can serve God living in peace
without fear. If the

difficult responsibility is on the husband to love
his wife as Christ loves the Church.

d. Church: 1 Peter 5:1-7

God has appointed elders or overseers over
the flock in the church, who are the believers of
Christ. Feeding the flock involves taking care of
every need of the flock including feeding,
watering, to be led and guided, to be corrected
or disciplined. The disciples or sheep are to
submit to the shepherd or Pastor. The elders
and Pastor are accountable to the Chief
Shepherd, Jesus Christ Himself.

The principle is the same

administrator steps outside

the realm appointed by God,
then we do not have to obey.
For example, when those who
exercised authority in the civil
realm commanded Peter and
John not to speak at all or
teach in the name of Jesus,
they said to them, “Judge for
yourselves whether it is right
in God’s sight to obey you
rather than God. For we cannot
help speaking about what we
have seen and heard” (Acts

The administrator is
bound by a higher
authority and responsible
to the Word of God and
the character of the one
who has assigned them
positions of
responsibility. We are
accountable to one
another in society, home
and church in our
various roles.

in each realm. Our submission
to the administrator is
submission to Jesus Christ,
our Lord. In each realm the
administrator is to be obeyed
not because they are believers
but as long as they are within
the God given responsibilities
assigned to them. The
administrator is bound by a
higher authority and
responsible to the Word of God
and the character of the one
who has assigned them

4:9-20).

b. Employer:
1 Peter 2:18-20; Ephesians 6:5-9

Slaves, or in modern time’s employees, are
to submit to the authority of their Masters or
employers. This is the same as followers of
Jesus submitting to Christ. The Master or
employer is to treat employees as Christ would
treat them. The employer is a Christ’s
representative in God’s Kingdom on earth in the
employment realm.

c. Home:
1 Peter 3:1-7; Ephesians 5:21-33

The husband is the head of the home. Wives
are commanded to be in subjection to their own
husband. Children should be subject to the rule
of the parents. Sarah’s subjection to Abraham
is an example. The wife was not subjected to
the rule of the husband as a punishment because
of the disobedience of Eve but rather as a
protection and oversight of her. She was relieved
of the responsibility to make decisions. That
responsibility is on the husband. The more

positions of responsibility. We
are accountable to one another in society, home
and church in our various roles.

In each realm, the false ruler in the kingdom
of darkness rebels against the ruler of the
kingdom of God and his agents. As believers
we are the theocratic representatives in each
realm and have to recognize these forms of
theocratic administration. Our role as good
stewards is to 1) bring those under our authority
into submission to God, and 2) maintain law
and order, thereby providing an atmosphere
where men may live in peace in subjection to
appointed human authority and consequently
to divine authority.

God is the righteous judge who will reward
his children for being good administrators or
being obedient to the administrator over them.
In due time He will also punish those who are
evil administrators not righteous in their actions.
May God give us grace to model this
responsibility especially in our homes and
churches so that they who do not know God in
this world may come to know the provision of
salvation through Jesus Christ, the soon coming

King. |
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Four positive attitudes

To live a godly life!

Meditations from
"I Peter'

"Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the
grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as obedient
children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; but as
He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written,
‘Be holy, for | am holy" (1 Peter 1:13-16)

Apostle Peter
wanted his readers
to live joyfully in the
midst of sufferings, . .
so he outlined their ‘
major respons- "
ibilities to God, to
other believers, and
to the world. In this passage, Peter encouraged
his readers to adopt four positive attitudes to
live a godly life, which are as follows:

1. Control the imaginations in our minds:
We need to prepare for vigorous and sustained
spiritual exertion as we “fasten our belts” or “roll
up our sleeves”. As we go into a hostile world,
we should avoid panic and distraction, but
instead be poised and stable in our minds. In
order to do that we should maintain personal
discipline in our thought patterns as we use
spiritually sound judgment in all our decisions.

2. Trust in God

Living a Gadly Life in an Ungodly World

obedient children, we
should not indulge in
the sins which
charact-erized us in
our former lives.
Through obedience
to God’s word, we
should pattern our
lives after Christ whose name we bear.

4. Be holy in our lives and conduct: Just as
Israel was set apart by God from the surrounding
nations to be holy, so also are we set apart
from sin to the service of God (2:9; Lev. 19:2).
Our standard and motivation for holiness is the
absolute moral perfection of God Himself (v. 16;
Matt. 5:48; Eph. 5:1). We are empowered to
live holy lives by the Holy Spirit who lives in us.
We are to live dedicated totally to God and
separated totally from the sins of this world.

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that

with our hearts: We

need to rest our hope
fully on the grace of
God brought to us
through the revelation
of Jesus Christ as we

1. Control the imaginations
2. Trust in God
3. Obey God's Word
4. Be holy in our lives and conduct

you present your

bodies a living
sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God,
which is your

reasonable service.

put our trust in Him.
The fact that Jesus is
coming back is a compelling motive for us to
endure through the storms and tribulations of
life as we lean upon His grace.

3. Obey God’s Word in our actions: As

And do not be
conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that you may prove what is that good
and acceptable and perfect will of God.”
(Romans 12:1-2) m

ONE
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Quotable Quotes

“The Spirit is both a builder and a dweller. He cannot dwell where he has not built; He builds to
dwell and dwells in only what he has built”
“Good is not always God's will, but God's will is always good”
“Our old history ends with the Cross; our new history begins with the resurrection”

Watchman Nee
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"He is at the door!"

"Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent.
Therefore if you will not watch, | will come upon you as a thief,
and you will not know what hour | will come upon you"
(Revelation 3:3)

Pastor P.U. Benny
Mumbai

Inspired by many infused by few;
In these lines | lay my view;
Should I write my thoughts?

As written many may stay unread,
And “of making many books there is no end”
Says the wise son of David!

Am | any greater or do | any better?
The question continues to linger,
Without any solid answer.

Yet something start burning me like
The bone burning fire in Jeremiah’s life!

Can | hold words while Lion of Judah roaring,
Commanding to wake up from snoring?.
| own no words of Wordsworth in iambic,
Nor Milton’s meter and muse of epic!

Yet | roar, “Thus says the Lord”...
Time is no more to sleep among the dead,
O! Ye sleeper, the angelic trumpet to wake the dead
Is waiting for an eye gleam of the LORD.

The fig tree is blossoming, the sun darkening,
The world is warring, the sea roaring,
The Jews soaring for the Messiah’s marching,
How then you His Bride ignoring?

The deluge day gone but the greatest roar,
Is at the door for the heavens to disappeatr,
Be warned of element consuming fire,
Where everything earthly will be laid bare.

Don’t fall at the folly of Jews of old:
The warning lesson Paul gave as gold,
The lost are lost for ever, if we don’t hear,
The trumpet we ought to hear.

Blown it is once and never wait for the late,
Gone at once ‘the elect’ with whom who is never late,
Gone are the rest for ever to be lost,

My friend, be not there in that list!
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Youth Forum

"Our Blessed Hope"'

"For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel,
and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.
Therefore comfort one another with these words" (1 Thesselonians 4:16-18).

According to today’s statistics,
151,600 people die every day - most
of them not knowing where they would
spend their eternity, and some others
not even believing in a life after death.
But we, who call ourselves “The Bride
of Christ” have been rewarded with the
“Blessed Hope”.

Blessed Hope is the assurance of
an astounding and joyful experience
we will have with our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. As believers, we wait for
that day, which many call the
“Rapture”. We live in anticipation every
single day. Paul beautifully describes
the 'Rapture' in his first letter to the
church in Thessalonica (ch. 4:16,17).
As we wait in expectation for that
glorious day, we the Christians, the
Bride of Jesus need to live a life that is
pleasing and glorifying God, a life that
is uniquely transformed.

In the book of Romans (ch. 8:28),
we read, ‘For those who love God, all
things work together for good’. This is
also another hope that we believers
have. This verse illustrates that God
providentially works all things for the
good of His people through His perfect
plan and purpose. We as human
beings often worry about our future even
though we know who holds our future.
This is an act of doubt that we commit
in our daily lives. We as humans do

Johanna Tresa Shibu
Houston

wortry, as it is in our very nature to
worry. Yet healthy worrying about
important things is good, nevertheless
unhealthy worrying, which affects us
in so many ways is bad. By not trusting
God we are indirectly or directly judging
and questioning His strength whenever
we are faced with problems and

temptations. But God who not only
knows the bigger picture but also the
outcome of everything, says and

wants us to trust in Him, not doubting
His plans and promises, so that He
can work out everything for the good
that is waiting for us . When we lift our
eyes from our difficulties to look at
Jesus, our problems and worries will
seem to be so minute but also a part
of His grand master plan that He has
been preparing for us. Our perspective
of life and death changes when we

understand how good our Father’s
plans for our lives are. Our hope is not
on a fantasy that vanishes with a blink
of an eye, but rather our hope is that
our Bridegroom will return in the clouds
along with the saints of the past when
the trumpet sounds to take the Church,
His Bride, from this evil earth, with Him.
So what affect does this Blessed
Hope have in a believer's life? While
anticipating for the return of our Groom,
we need to seek after a life that is pure
and led by the power of the Holy Spirit.
We need to live a godly life in this
ungodly and corrupt world. The
Blessed Hope not only brings joy but
also cheers us up when we walk
through trials and temptations, thus
causing us to evaluate what we do, say
and think. The Holy Spirit strengthens
us when we become emotionally or
spiritually weak, by praying for us
according to the will of God.
Therefore dear brothers and sisters,
as Apostle Paul exhorts us, we must
encourage one another with these
words of hope that our Messiah is going
to come shortly and that we, His
Church, is going to be with Him forever
and ever (1 Thesselonins 4:18). So let
us all wait together by living a holy,
righteous and blameless life so that
we can be witnesses of our Blessed
Hope. Amen. @

Quotable Quotes

"Education without values, as useful as it is, seems rather to make man a more clever devil"
"Look for yourself, and you will find in the long run only hatred, loneliness, despair, rage, ruin, and
decay. But look for Christ, and you will find Him, and with Him everything else thrown in"

“A man can no more diminish God’s glory by refusing to worship Him than a lunatic can put out
the sun by scribbling the word ‘darkness’ on the walls of his cell”

“True humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself less”
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Scott John Morrison,
the first Pentecostal
Prime Minister of Australia

Morrison was
born in Sydney
and studied
economic
geography at the
University of New
South Wales. He

has been a
member of the
House of

Representatives
since 2007,
representing the
Division of Cook
in New South Wales. He is the 30th and
current Prime Minister of Australia since
24 August 2018. Morrison was raised in
the Presbyterian Church and later
became a Pentecostal. He now attends
the Horizon Church which is affiliated
with the Assemblies of God. Morrison
stated that he would become a stronger
advocate for protections for religious
freedom.

Let us sincerely hope that the new
Prime Minister will be able to administer
his country in keeping with his beliefs
and principles.

Scott Morrison

Over 7,000 Christians March in
Parade through Jerusalem

More than 7,000 Christians from over
100 countries paraded through the
streets of Jerusalem in an annual event
during the Feast of Tabernacles. The
event is designed to show evangelical’s
support for Israel and to remember the
inclusion of Gentiles in the feast of
tabernacles. Marchers gathered in
Jerusalem’s Sacher Park and march
nearly two miles through Jerusalem’s
streets waving flags from both Israel and
their native lands. Over 900 people who
came from Brazil formed the largest
contingent at the event. Ivory Coast
boasted the second largest
representation with more than 500
people in attendance. Pastor Eliana
Cabral said that she supported Israel

because of the Bible’s injunction to love
the people of Israel and to hasten the
coming of Jesus as the Messiah. Another
American, Eunice Jones, said: “| went to
show love for the people of Jerusalem.
We believe that God has chosen Israel
as the chosen people and that this land
here is where He is going to come in the
end, Jesus, the Messiah. We are waiting
for the Messiah, whether it’s the first time
for Jews or the second time for
Christians”.

All events point to the imminent
return of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us
thank the Lord for the glorious hope that
we have and be ready for the rapture!

Jesus Christ: Senior Pastor!

New Spring Church in South
Carolina, USA fired their senior pastor
two years ago on certain allegations.
Pastor Clayton King, their ‘Teaching
Pastor’ was acting as the Senior Pastor.
The church has four lead pastors and
three teaching pastors. According to ‘The
Christian Post’, the church has named
Jesus Christ as their new senior pastor!
Pastor King said: “We have a true team
approach to ministry now. By the grace
of God the new arrangement is working.
We are healthier than we have ever been.
We are stronger than we have ever been.

"Senior Pastor"

| did not want to remain as senior pastor.
The present arrangement forces the
three teaching pastors to submit their
egos to the Holy Spirit”.

Let us sincerely hope that the whole
pastoral team remains in constant
communication with their Senior Pastor
and leads the church on His counsel!
Jesus is the Chief Shepherd. We are the
sheep of His pasture.

Excavation of a church in Nicea

The archaeological remains of a
church below the surface of a lake in the
Turkish town of Iznik were discovered
recently. Iznik’s former name was Nicea.
We are all familiar with the Nicean Creed
which is recited in churches all over the
world. Historical records tell us it was
built sometime in the fourth century, in
honor of St. Neophytus, a sixteen-year-
old Christian boy who was tortured to
death there in the year 303, under the
Emperor Diocletian. The dedication of
this church to a martyr was no accident.
Just a few years prior to its construction,
Emperor Constantine had issued the
Edict of Milan, declaring an end to Roman
persecution against Christians. In 325,
Constantine convened a council in Nicea
on the shores of what is now Lake Iznik.
The bishops at Nicea produced one of
the most widely-used statements of the
Christian faith - a creed believers the
world over still recite today: “We believe
in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God, begotten from the Father before all
ages, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten not
made; being of one substance with the
Father”.

The newly discovered church, with its
once-magnificent basilica, was built
soon after the council and destroyed in
an earthquake in the year 740. The
church once sat on the lake’s shore, but
due to rising water, was lost beneath the
waves. According to reports, there are
plans in the works to make the site
Turkey’s first underwater museum,
featuring a sixty-foot viewing tower,
walkways over the lake, a Scuba diving
club to see the ruins and even an
underwater glass prayer room inside the
church.

Many archaeological findings have
been reported in these columns in earlier
issues. They all point to the truths
mentioned in the Bible. They are all
historical evidences proving the
narratives of the Bible. With every
archaeological discovery, Bible comes
alive! Can any reasonable person deny
these scientific findings? ([ )
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A princess
% LA from a small
e | country in
"[et the little children come to nfe, EUrOPE  was

and do not hinder them" visiting United
States of

America. She
had visited USA when she was in
elementary school, about 20 years ago.
She was excited to visit again and refresh
her memory.

However, every detail of her visit had
been planned by King’s Chief Advisor,
which included the places she would visit,
functions she would attend or speak at,
and any other activities she would be
involved in. The princess was an artist
and wanted to visit one of the Art
Museums in New York City. Unfortunately
such a stop was notin heritinerary.

The princess decided to talk to the
Minister in charge of her tour about
adding a stop to visit the Art Museum. The
Minister would not agree to any changes
in the itinerary because the events had
been planned by the King’s Chief Advisor.
So the princess decided to try and sneak
out of the hotel where they were staying
without asking anyone for directions. She
thought she knew where to go because
she had seen a sign about the Art
Museum.

Relying on the Holy Spirit

The princess walked for a while but
could not find the sign or the Art Museum.
She stopped to look around and see if she
could recognize any of the landmarks.
That’s when she noticed that at a distance
one of her security guards had been
following her. She was relieved and
waved at him to come closer. When he
came near, she apologized for sneaking
out of the hotel and asked him if he could
help her find the Art Museum. The guard
politely explained to her why it was
dangerous to be sneaking around in a
strange city without anyone to help. He
said he would help to get in contact with
King’s Chief Advisor and explain in detail
the wishes of the princess.

So the princess and the security
guard walked back to their hotel, called
the King’s Chief Advisor and explained
how important it was for the princess to

Beena unty

visit the Art Museum. The
Advisor consulted with the
King, cancelled couple of
appointments and made room
in the princess’ itinerary for a
visit to the Art Museum. The
princess did not have to sneak
out or walk to the Art Museum. A
car took her to the Museum atatime when
it was not much crowded and the princess
enjoyed every display to her heart’s
content.

Those who have accepted Jesus
Christ as their personal Savior are living
on this earth as children of the King of
Kings. As His princes and princesses, He
has given us rules to follow, plans to
implement and free will to choose to
follow what He has given us. He speaks to
us through the Bible. He has given us the
Holy Spirit to be our Comforter, guide,
help and protector. In John 14:16 Jesus
said He is giving us the Spirit of truth to
help us and to be with us forever. In John
14:26 Jesus said that “the Advocate, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, will teach you all things and will
remind you of everything | have said to
you”. Instead of doing what we feel like,
let us rely on the Holy Spirit for guidance
and help as we live each day on this earth.

"Sisera will be killed by a woman"
- Deborah

Alvin Thomas
Nerul

The arrow is still ahead of you.

Start running

&~

U aserdad
N e
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Pentecostal parents seeking
alliance for their daughter
(26]157). Working as software
developer in Mumbai, from
parents of spiritually and qualified
boys.

Contact No.: +973 38705852

(Brother-in-law)
+973 3214 2021 (Sister)

MATRIMONIAL

Born & Bought up in Middle East,
from Marthoma background. Born
again & baptized believer.
Attending Eternity Independent
Church, Mavelikara. Ornament
wearing girl (28 Yrs, 5'2", Fair) B.A
Economics from Pune Symbiosis.
Masters in Economics from
University of London. Worked in
Delhi University as Research
Assistant for 2 yrs. At present
working at |.S.B Hyderabad.
Passed NET also. Interested in
doing Ph.D. (If God allows).

Contact : +91 9446192886

Christian Pentecostal parents
seek matrimonial alliance for their
born again daughter, 35 Yrs, 5'4
B.A. (English), M.A. (English),
SET (English), Asst. Professor in
Thakur college of Engineering
and Technology.

For further queries you can call:

Pr. Manu Zachariah
9833224440

What more would you like to
see on the pages. Share your

Born again Christian, Pentecostal
girl, (baptised and filled with Holy
spirit with true doctrinal standing)
Age 30, 5'3", complexion :Light
Dark Brown, 12th , workingas a
Data Entry and Back office. God
loving career oriented, positive
attitude towards life, peace lover
and ofcorse fun loving. | am and
will be active for God's ministry's all
as per His leading along with my
career.

For further details contact :

Pr. Manu Zachariah
+91 9833224440

Upper middle class Pentecostal
parents seek Matrimonial alliance
for their US employed, born-again
daughter, 30 Yrs, 5'4", fair and
Master in EXTC, from parents of
men of similar background
preferably employed in US. Send
resume and recent photographs to
_sjosepheena@hotmail.com

Contact: PJS
+91 9326588743 / 9446074360

Malayali Pentecostal parents
(settled in Bhopal) seek marriage
alliance for their born again,
baptized and morally sound son
27 yrs, B.Com, PG Diploma in
Travel and Tourism management
Profession: Own business
(Trans port & Logistics).

Interested parties may contact :
+91 7389164322

Born again, Christian Pentecostal
parents seeking alliance for their
daughter (29. 5'3"). B.E. (IT),
PGDM in IT. Working as a Sr.
Software Engineer, in Mumbai,
from parents of spiritually and
qualified boys.

For further details contact :
Pr. Manu Zachariah
+91 9833224440

Pentecostal parents seeking
alliance for their daughter
(28]5'3"). B.Com, Working as
Account Asst. in Mumbai, from
parents of spiritually and qualified
boys.

For further details contact :

Pr. Manu Zachariah
+91 9833224440

Christian Pentecostal parents
invite proposals for their son 27
years, 5'5", fair, good looking.
B.Sc. Computer Science, doing
job in IT Industry. Hindu Ezhava
converted family. Well settled in
Mumbai. Father is a Pastor.
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(COMMERCIAL PRINTERS)

29, Saibaba Nagar,
Shell Colony Road,
Chembur, Mumbai - 400 071.

Advt. 50

Mob.: 9619078852
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Saji Mathew - 98205 60569
Moncy P. George - 97027 15909
Email : ipcms.sundayschool@gmail.com

We at FAITH PUBLIC SCHOOL
are proud to proclaim that we
provide QUALITY education that
shapes a child with the
personality that will make him /
her step into the competing world
with high confidence and great
determination”

Faith Public School invites
application from trained and
experienced candidates with
bright academic career,
proficiency in English and co-
curricular activities with good
communication skill. B.Ed.
candidates will be preferred

Send CVs at :
fpsdabhoi@gmail.com
with passport size photograph

Salary : For class 6 to 12 salaries
will be as per the
best industry standards

Address :
Dabhol - Rajpipla Road, Sathod,
Dabhoi - 391 110
Vadodara, Gujarat.
Mobile :

9979228514, 7016629149
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Bro. Varghese Kollakompil - Mob.: 09821 332273
For Transportation & Home Delivery.
Contact Mr. Shaji, New India Packers & Movers Mob.: 9930370845, 9594503539
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