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We can be
confident that our
God holds us
and so we will
not be utterly
cast down even
when we fall. Our
trials are not for
our destructon,
those are tests of
our faith. God
delights in our
steps of faith.

7>

i

Johnson
K. Samuel

Jesus told His disciples: “Let us go across
to the other side”. Thus a boat journey began to
the other side of the Sea of Galilee, a journey
initiated by the Lord Jesus Himself. As
fishermen, the disciples were quite familiar with
that body of water. They would have been quite
naturally confident of guiding the boat to the
other shore even if they had to face reasonably
strong winds and waves because such
situations would have been regular occurences
in their fishing expeditions before. The journey
started very well. The lake was so calm that
Jesus decided to go to sleep. But soon the
unexpected happened - a storm far beyond their
control! The wind rushing down across the
mountains whipping up the waves and causing
them to come crashing into the boat. The water
rushed in faster than they could bail it out.
Nothing could be more terrifying than to be on a
sinkig boat in the darkness of the night.

We may well ask, could not Jesus foresee
such a situation and refrain from starting the
journey to the other side of the lake? The answer
to that question can very well be guessed from
what Jesus did to solve the problem: He rebuked
the wind - not the terrified disciples - and calmed
the sea. Only He questioned their faith. He
allowed the disciples to encounter such a
desperate siuation to build up their faith and tell
them that if they embark on a journey at His
command, He will take care of them all the way.
He cares just as much when the tempest is
raging as when the seas are calm and the sun
is shining. A writer says: “Where there are no
storms, there is no danger. Where there is no

was already filling.

"Peace, Be still'':
A command to a turbulent sea!

“He said to them, “Let us cross oyer to the other side”. ------ And a

great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that it

----- Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and

said to the sea, “Peace, be stilll” And the wind ceased and there

was a great calm. But He said to them, “Why are you so fearful?
How is it that you have no faith?”" (Mark 4:35-41)

danger, there is no fear. Where there is no fear,
there is no testing. Where there is no testing,
there is no learning. Where there is no learning,
there is no growing. Where there is no growing,
there is no faith. No storms, no faith. Few
storms, a little faith. Many storms, much faith.
No Shortcuts”.

At the beinning of this new year, all of us
wonder what the new year will bring. What will
happen in 20207 Will it be a good year or a bad
year for us personally? In some ways, it will be
business as usual. But the unexpected
situations could arise at totally unexpected
times. But if you are travelling with Jesus, He
will arise and command: “Peace, Be still”’! The
fierce wind will stop and the waves will subside!

Let me quote the words of King David: "The
steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD,
and He delights in his way. Though he fall, he
shall not be utterly cast down; For the LORD
upholds him with His hand” (Psalm 37:23-24).
We can be confident that our God holds us
and so we will not be utterly cast down even
when we fall. Our trials are not for our
destructon, those are tests of our faith. God
delights in our steps of faith. Spurgeon puts it
very nicely, “As parents are pleased with the
tottering footsteps of their babes, all that
concerns a saint is interesting to his heavenly
Father. God loves to view the holy strivings of a
soul pressing forward to the skies”. Good
parents know that falling is a necessary part of
learning how to walk. If you never fall, you'll
never learn how to walk. Let us take our steps
in the new year with the Lord on our side! a»

We, in the Suvartha Magazine Family,

wish all our readers a very happy and victorious journey
with the Lord in the New Year 2020!
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‘Thy Kingdom Come’!

"Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven"
(Matthew 6:10)

1. Introduction

The human race is living in a time of
unprecedented occurrences. World population
is climbing very steeply and it is getting out of
control. All the world leaders are worried about
the availability of enough food for the entire
population in the world. Conflicts between
nations are more global today. People are afraid
that someone will trigger a nuclear war by
accident or due to some insane and irrational
motivation. Social problems like crimes and
violenceare rising without any control. New
deadly diseases that resist today’s all known
drugs and therapies are increasing every day.
Medical science has brought wonder drugs to
alleviate human suffering, but the mortality rate
is increasing day by day. In spite of all these
problems, people with opposing beliefs and
conflicting cultural values are crowded together
on a shrinking planet. Can we live next to each
other? Will the end of the world begin with a
cascading power failure that cannot be reversed?
What about a killer asteroid from space? How
can we find peace in the world?

There is only one solution to all these
concerns. That solution is found in the second
petition of the prayer that Jesus Christ taught
His disciples: “Thy kingdom come". This
realisation prompts us to think, discuss and
consider kingdom of God very seriously because
kingdom of God is a profound concept in the
Bible and the Jewish thought.

2. Old Testament (OT) Understanding

The theme kingdom of God is not explicit in
the OT passages. However, the belief about the
future reign of God was part of the eschatological
hope of the Israelites in the OT, especially in
their prophetic visions. This hope is combined
with the messianic expectations of the time when
the future messianic successor of David will
exercise royal authority over the redeemed
people of God and His universal kingship will
be recognized by all. In the book of Daniel
chapter seven the eternal kingdom is the

pinnacle and verse 14 says that “His Kingdom
is one that will never be destroyed”. Thus for
the OT writers God’s malkuth (Kingdom) is
God'’s universal reign and His sovereignty over
all the earth.

3. New Testament (NT) Understanding

In the NT, the Greek word basileia refers to
the “kingdom”. The term kingdom of God is used
literally in Greek as basileiatoutheou, which is
found in NT texts especially Mark, Luke, and
Acts. The variant preferred by Matthew, “the
kingdom of heaven” or literally, “the kingdom of
heavens” (Gk.basileiatououranon) corresponds
to Hebrew malkuth. In the Bible, these are not
geographical terms and do not speak of a
territory governed by a king. They stand primarily
for the sovereignty, authority, and the power of
God. As John the Baptist started his ministry,
he expected an imminent intervention of God in
the world. For John, when God intervenes He
would transform the world and God’s kingdom
would finally be established. Therefore, through
the speeches, John was preparing the people
for the imminent appearance of God and
emphasized that His presence will be avenging
with force and violence. In fact, this was the
typical Jewish thought of the day and it was
very strong and persistent from Daniel to John
the Baptist.

4. Jesus’ Understanding

Jesus had a paradigm shift from the Jewish
thought and the message John preached. While
Jews believed and John preached that God
would intervene and clean up the world in order
to establish God’s kingdom, Jesus believed that
God will work in a different way. In fact, Jesus
lived under the kingdom of Rome. When Jesus
was teaching His disciples to pray, He asked
them to pray for God’s kingdom to come. By
praying this Jesus is setting one kingdom
against another — the kingdom of God against
the kingdom of Rome.

The ministry of Jesus begins with the

Rev. Dr. Wilson
Varkey Ph.D

As John the
Baptist started
his ministry, he
expected an
imminent
intervention of
God in the world.
In fact, this was
the typical
Jewish thought
of the day and it
was very strong
and persistent
from Daniel to
John the Baptist.

January 2020

Suvartha



God’s plan from
the beginning
has been to
establish His
kingdom on
earth. Tragically,
when the first
man and woman
failed in their
mission, Satan
became an
usurper and
established a
reign of sin on
the earth.
However, God
did not abandon
His original plan.
The remainder
of Scripture is
the history of
God’s restoring
work that which
had been
corrupted by sin.
It is the history
of redemption.

announcement that “The time is fulfilled, and
the kingdom of God has come near, repent and
believe in the good news” (Matt. 4:17). In such
passages the gospel writers consistently
summarize the ministry of Jesus in terms of
the kingdom of God. In other places it is written
that “Then Jesus went about all the cities and
villages, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the Kingdom and
curing every disease and every sickness” (Matt.
4:23).Though Jesus never defined the kingdom,
He convincingly demonstrated its power and
illustrated it variously, especially through
parables and sayings.

When Jesus sent out first the twelve (Matt.
10:7) and then the seventy two (Luke 10:9), the
only specific instruction given in both instances
was “As you go, preach this message, ‘The
Kingdom of heaven is near’.” It was always on
the lips of Jesus and predominant in His
teachings. Although there were differences in
the perception of the kingdom, the
contemporaries of Jesus were in a mood of eager
expectancy, longing for deliverance from the
Roman yoke. In those days, they were politically
oppressed and religiously dissatisfied. Hence
they hoped that the divine intervention would
occur at any time. Pious Jews at the time of
Jesus were waiting for the kingdom of God to
come (Mark 15:43), but what gave rise to this
hope?

The first chapters of Genesis state that God’s
plan from the beginning has been to establish
His kingdom on earth. Tragically, when the first
man and woman failed in their mission, Satan
became an usurper and established a reign of
sin on the earth. However, God did not abandon
His original plan. The remainder of Scripture is
the history of God’s restoring work that which
had been corrupted by sin. It is the history
of redemption. So when Jesus teaches His
disciples to pray, “Your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”, there
is a lot of OT background to this concept. In
short, the kingdom of God was something the
Jews were expecting. During the time of Jesus,
Jews even concluded their synagogue services
with a prayer (the Kaddish) that is strikingly
similar to this section of the Lord’s Prayer.
Interestingly, the Jews could not understand the
fulfilment of God’s promise through Jesus
because Jesus revealed into history as the
eschatological messiah, inaugurating the
kingdom of God through His passion, death,

and resurrection.

The teaching of Jesus Christ about the
kingdom of God is centred around the
responsibility of human participation in ushering
it. Jesus’ understanding was that God is not
going to have a dramatic intervention using force
or violence, rather God is looking to work with
the human beings in collaboration. God will not
have a winnowing fork or an axe in his hand.
The kingdom of God is already present. That's
why Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is not
coming with things that can be observed, nor
will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or “There it isI’
for, in fact, the kingdom is among you” (Luke
17:20-21). This sounded crazy to Jesus’ first
followers, because they were waiting for a
change in the society and politics of the day.
But Jesus was emphatic about the human
collaboration in establishing the kingdom of God
on the earth. For Jesus, God’s kingdom is here,
but only insofar as you accept it, enter it, live it,
and thereby establish it.That means “Your
kingdom come”is not about the intervention of
God, but about participation with God. Therefore,
Jesus did not stay in the desert waiting for God
to intervene rather he travelled from village to
village bringing good news to the poor and to
those suffering from injustice. Jesus even
described His ministry in this line as seen in
the gospel of Luke 4:18-19.

5. The Task of the Church

It is very interesting to note that if God is
waiting for human collaboration to establish His
kingdom on this earth, the church has a vital
role to play as the body of Christ in this world.
What are the ways by which the church can
collaborate with God in the building of His
kingdom on this earth?

First of all, Church is sent to proclaim the
kingdom of God and to bear the presence of
the kingdom in the world. Hence, the Church
should involve in the community development
and address the issues of social justice. In the
Nazareth Manifesto, Jesus focused on the
holistic development of the humanity and their
liberation. That is exactly what the task of the
church today. Church should reach out to the
needs of the poor and afflicted irrespective of
caste, colour, and nationality. Here the role of
the church is to become a catalyst for
transformation in order to initiate the process
of development among the weaker sections of
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the society. The end result will be the creation
of new social relationships and a new humanity
in the world.

Secondly, church should function as an
alternative community with a new order of
relationships in the world. The values of such
an alternative community should be freedom,
fellowship, and justice. They are the kingdom
values also. Therefore, the church has the
responsibility to keep a fellowship among the
people based on the kingdom values as taught
by Jesus Christ. That means, there should be
love, sacrifice, and freedom from oppression in
the church. Moreover, there should be
reconciliation and harmony in the church
because Jesus rejected any customs that
marginalized people. The basis of the entire
mission of Jesus was love and that should be
seen in the church as an alternative community.
In fact, it is a challenge to the present church
to examine and represent itself as an alternative
community envisaged by Jesus Christ.

Thirdly, church has to proclaim solidarity
with the struggling human beings in the world.
Today human beings are deprived of their basic
rights to appropriate nourishment, clothing and
housing, right to live and to have a human
environment in which they can grow and develop
as persons. In His inaugural speech, Jesus
proclaimed that “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me...” in order to address the issues of the
human communities. The church has to follow
the same pattern of Jesus Christ by proclaiming
its solidarity with the marginalised. If the church
does not speak up, who is going to speak up?
Therefore the church should proclaim “yes” to
that which conforms to the kingdom of God as
revealed to humankind in the life of Jesus Christ,
and say “no” to that which distorts the dignity
and the freedom of humankind. In order to do
this, the church should change its attitudes and
life-style to serve humankind with the mind of
Jesus Christ.

Fourthly, the church must be an inclusive
community stretching to include everyone
irrespective of their sex, race, and colour. Today
people live with hatred, fear, and rejection
everywhere. There is neither care, fulfilling
relationships nor environments where people are
reconciled and liberated to become what God
wants them to be. Therefore, church must step
in to show to the world that we care and respect
relationships of every single human being in the
world. When that takes place in the church,

the church automatically becomes a healing
community.

Finally, the church must be a witnessing
community. Jesus witnessed to the kingdom
of God through His sufferings. There is no
witness to the kingdom without the cross and
resurrection because the kingdom of God is
fully revealed through the passion of Jesus
Christ. As the body of Jesus Christ, the church
is part of this revealed kingdom and the agent
of God’s action in the world on behalf of the
humankind. In fact, this leads the church into
koinonia (fellowship) with everyone in the world.
The koinonia of the church is nothing less than
the most literal partaking in the sufferings of
Christ in order to unlock the kingdom for others
to enter in. It is actually witnessing to the
kingdom in the world. We should make sure
that the pattern of the church’s witnessing
should be not as members of a particular sect,
but as parents, neighbours, workers,
citizensand so on. Moreover, the witnessing
should be done in the power of the Holy Spirit
because there are chances to fail to stand in
the society as a witnessing community in the
pattern of the kingdom values. But when the
witnessing is done in the power of the Holy Sirit,
the church can make provisions to the entire
humankind to enjoy all the blessings of the
revealed kingdom. That is the reign of God under
whom the whole creatures find their perfection
and completeness.

6. Conclusion

Kingdom of God is, if not confused, a
profound theme in the Bible. When faced with
dehumanizing forces in His time, Jesus realized
that the advent of the kingdom is the only
solution and asked His disciples to pray that
‘Thy kingdom come’. As the human race is
facing countless problems today, we should
pray the same prayer for the appearance of
God’s kingdom in its full sense. In other words,
the prayer ‘Thy kingdom come’ may rise
continually from every lip as we enter into
another new year. But that is not enough
because God is waiting for the human
collaboration to usher it. Therefore, it is the
responsibility of the church to step in so that
there will be new social relationships and orders
based on the kingdom values. This New Year
may help us to do the same with urgency and
seriousness! -

Witnessing
should be done
in the power of
the Holy Spirit
because there
are chances to
fail to stand in
the society as a
witnessing
community in
the pattern of the
kingdom values.
Then the church
can make
provisions to the
entire
humankind to
enjoy all the
blessings of the
revealed
kingdom. That is
the reign of God
under whom the
whole creatures
find their
perfection and
completeness.
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In the prophetical
view of the book
of Revelation,
we are now
going through
the Laodicean
period. The
feeling of
plenteous
wealth, selfish
claims and lack
of self -
knowledge are
the marks of this
church and the
most tragic and
heartbreaking
truth is that
Christ is not
among them.

Consider The Destiny!

"Jerusalem has sinned gravely, Therefore she has become vile. All who honored her
despise her, ----- She did not consider her destiny " (Lamentations 1:8,9 - NKJV))

"Consider her destiny" can be also
translated as: “Consider her future”. The first
part of the verse goes like this, “She took no
thought of her future” (ESV). This is really a
sad and miserable hash-tag given by the
prophet Jeremiah about the condition of Israel,
the 'Chosen Community'. This tragic story of
Jewish citizenry has a relevant message for
today’s God’s people, the Church because the
OT history is a ground to learn many relevant
lessons. We need to concentrate our eyes and
hearts to various signals of Israel's past history.

The context: The book

deliberately and shamelessly mingled with them
by violating all the boundaries.They supposed
that Jehovah would not destroy their city, since
it is His chosen land and having splendid
temple. This utopian thinking made them to
lead a lethargic spiritual life. The material
blessings they enjoyed also kept them far from
God. Most of the Minor Prophets, especially
Hosea, Joel and Amos, criticized the people
for their spiritual, moral and social deteriorations
and their evil attitude. Those prophets ministered
in the nation even before the time of Jeremiah.
They had given a number of

of Lamentation is portraying

warnings from time to time

the miserable condition of the
Jewish people. The book is
a poetry in its genre, set in
the scenario of the
destruction of king’s city -
Jerusalem and the fall of her
prestige - the Temple. The
terrible invasions of powerful
Babylonians made the
prophet Jeremiah to make a
lament over the city, by
seeing her empty homes
and streets (1:1,4). He had
not only seen the physical
condition of the city, but the
sin, transgression, filthiness
and other related profanity.
The enemies made them

The material blessings they
(Israel) enjoyed also kept
them far from God. Most of
the Minor Prophets, especially
Hosea, Joel and Amos,
criticized the people for their
spiritual, moral and social
deteriorations and their evil
attitude. Those prophets
ministered in the nation even
before the time of Jeremiah.
They had given a number of
warnings from time to time
but the people deliberately
ignored them and tried to
expel the messengers
of Yahweh.

but the people deliberately
ignored them and tried to
expel the messengers of
Yahweh. And the final
prophet of the era was
Jeremiah before the
Babylonian Captivity, but
Israel did the same to him.
Many of their gatherings
became meaningless and
the Lord expressed His
desperations on their so
called spiritual activities.
These festivals and their
gathering were counted
abhorrence to Him. In short,
they lived only for their
present comfort and

naked and they became

prosperity.

abominable before their

Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel (1:5-9). (There
are many things to explain, however, it is not
being done due to time and space constraints).
In answer to the question, why such events
have happened, the writer gives an inscription,
and “She did not remember her future or destiny”
(Author’s paraphrase). She never took the time
to think about the better future, but rather
indulged in the present fortunes and prosperity.
She joined with heathen culture and embraced
all sorts of pagan cultic activities. In short, she
lost her IDENTITY as God’s people and

Churches Today: While
we look into the present scenario of the church
as a whole, we definitely can find certain similar
aspects today. The churches are more or less
involved in the matters of the world than the
spiritual. We can see spiritual and moral
degradation clearly everywhere. In the
prophetical view of the book of Revelation, we
are now going through the Laodicean period.
The feeling of plenteous wealth, selfish claims
and lack of self - knowledge are the marks of
this church and the most tragic and
heartbreaking truth is that Christ is not among
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them. It seems that it is not counted as a big
matter of importance. Their sole purpose in
coming together is to complete an agenda.

Perhaps it is not an exaggeration to state
that our churches are having the same attitude
as it was among the people of Israel. Churches
have become centers of agendas, projects,
business etc. Spiritual activities are being done
for name sake. The sincere involvement and
honest dealings are missing. To some, the
church is just a social institution. To others, it
is an address. Love, commitment, mutual
respect and integrity have become the missing
link. Selfish motives, broken

is diverted to other things away from God’'s
Kingdom. The holy items are removed and their
place is filled with other human matters as
Eliashib and Tobiah did in the temple (Nehemiah
13:4-9).

We need to live a life in the world in the light
of Eternity. There is a glorious future for the
saints. The pleasures of this world should not
deceive us. The dormant state of our spiritual
mind will put us in trouble. A spiritual
discernment is the need of the hour; otherwise
we too will become identical to the Jews of the
days of Jeremiah and obviously the church of

Laodicea. Our sight must be

relations, divisions, desire to

set on Eternity. A bleak and

become first, offensive

We need to live a life in

blurred view of this future

We too are in
the same
attitude and
motion as the

words, lying  spirit, the world in the light of plan of God will bringout all | Jews described
customary involvement, Eternity. There is a sorts of worldly thoughts into | by Jeremah.
greed, etc are not unfamiliar glorious future for the our hearts. Doubtless, the
in churches now. We too saints. The pleasures of Therefore consider our { history of God’s
are in the same attitude and o P Destiny seriously and § ownpeople
this world should not Il

motion as the Jews
described by Jeremah.
Doubtless, the history of
God’s own people, Israel is
a typical example and a
caution to the churches now.
However, many are not
thinking about the future
seriously!

Most of us are just
looking for the present
advantages, temporal

carefully. St. Paul rightly
exhorts us in his epistle to
Philippians, “Finally bro-
thers, whatever is true,
whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is commendable,
if there is any excellence, if
there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these
things” (Philippians 4:8

Israel is a typical
example and a
caution to the
churches now.
However, many
are not thinking
about the future
seriously!

deceive us. The dormant
state of our spiritual mind
will put us in trouble. A
spiritual discernment is the
need of the hour;
otherwise we too will
become identical to the
Jews of the days of
Jeremiah and obviously
the church of Laodicea.

benefits and luxurious living
and running for making
money, positions and peoples’ respect and
applause. The question is, but how far? We
forget what is ought not to be forgotten and run
towards reaching the height of our own plans
rather than finish the race set by the Lord. The
excellency of the knowledge of Christ is
sidelined and we have installed many other
secondary things in its place. The things which
we put behind in the past are once again taken

ESV). We have come to a
time which is so terrible and
also very much crucial and significant. Almost
we are at the last hours of the end time. Our
destination is so clear and remarkably near! We
must leave away many of the things counted
valuable in the view of this world - but in fact
abominable to God. lItis high time to hold on to
the noble things mentioned above by St. Paul.
May the Holy Spirit help us to look for the days
ahead, the glorious future.
MARANATHA!

back and kept alive in the front. In fact our priority

Quotable Quotes

"Every time | take a microphone, | have only one purpose in mind — to see hell empty and heaven full"
“Let my mortal lips preach the eternal Gospel, and my mortal hands build your eternal Kingdom —
to the glory of the Father.”
"I can’t purr like a cat when millions are perishing every day. | want to roar like a lion!"
"The evangelist is a man with a driving urgency, not a man with two minds. The Gospel and nothing else
on earth matters, neither fame, money, popularity or life itself"

Reinhard Bonnke
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The fruit trees to
be accepted
were many in
the Garden of
Eden; but the
tree and the fruit
to be rejected
was only one.
Adam accepted
the only ONE to
be rejected. In
sharp contrast,
Jesus accepted
the mandate
that no one else
did or could; He
accepted the
cross and the

Finish strong!

"Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him to be received up, that He steadfastly

set His face to go to Jerusalem, and sent messengers before His face. And as they went, they

entered a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for Him. But they did not receive Him, because
His face was set for the journey to Jerusalem" (Luke 9:51-53)

God had a purpose in creation as well as in
the new-creation of the visible world; which was
habitation. Adam was commissioned to - be
fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, subdue it, and
dominate that which moves about in the 3
valuable natural resources of air, water, and land.
Fulfilling God-given responsibilities involved
work, which needed energy that comes through
food, concerning which, God gave clear
instructions to Adam. Delimiters were provided
so that the choices of what can and cannot be
partaken don’t get blurred in the midst of the
work actively done to fulfill the responsibilities.
Adam allowed God to communicate to him. The
tree with the forbidden fruit

Christ was aware of the time given to Him to be
on earth. He not only was wise to number His
days to fulfill His mission, but also knew how
to set Himself up to complete His life’s purpose!
Productivity in life and completion of tasks was
paramount to Christ our Lord; He being the
same One who first created all things and then
rested (Hebrews 1:2). He was in constant
communication with the Father, and lived in
agreement with the Father and the Spirit. Since
Lord Jesus was in constant communion with
the others in the Trinity, He could live out the
mandate that was given to the first Adam.
Jesus knew where He was going in this
journey that Luke

was already in the
garden; and God revealed
what the eating of the fruit
can accomplish.
Revelation pulls the
curtain back to show not

Acceptance by a few and rejection
by many was not the matter of
concern for Jesus, and should

neither be for those who are living

out their life’s purpose.

records in Chapter 9;
His focus was to be
in Jerusalem. Focus
will diminish the less
significant; including
the fact that there will

only what is existing, but
also, what is on the anvil. Adam failed miserably
to comply with what was revealed.

The Lord God has a purpose in our creation
and our new creation as well! Purpose begins
with us becoming a habitation for the Presence
of God through His Spirit. Purpose is fulfilled
through His abiding Presence in us bringing to
fruition all that He has planned through our lives.
Just as Adam had a divine mandate, we who
are in Christ are also mandated to - being fruitful
in the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23), to bring about
an increase in number of souls (Rom. 1:16), to
fill the earth with the knowledge of God as

be those along the
way who might not receive us. Acceptance by
a few and rejection by many was not the matter
of concern for Jesus, and should neither be for
those who are living out their life’s purpose. The
fruit trees to be accepted were many in the
Garden of Eden; but the tree and the fruit to be
rejected was only one. Adam accepted the only
ONE to be rejected. In sharp contrast, Jesus
accepted the mandate that no one else did or
could; He accepted the cross and the shame;
He accepted humility and death. He accepted
what we can never comprehend — coming down
from heaven to earth to suffer and die for us and

shame revealed through the LastAdam (Jesus Christ),  then to be raised up.

to subdue the desires of this world that fight When we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior

against the soul (1 Peter 2:11) and dominate  and Lord, we are signing up for accepting only

the powers of darkness in the Name of Jesus  that which is permissible by God; and rejecting

Christ (Eph. 6:12)! The divine mandate uponus  those which God does not agree upon. Let us

can be fulfilled if we allow God to communicate treasure His Presence to live as Jesus lived;

to us, as well as obey God in what is/was  mindful of the time; focused on fulfilling God’s

revealed. purpose for us; rejecting those that God

It is said that all what is recorded in the instructed us to reject, so that we can finish

Gospels will give account to only 52 days of  strong in the race set before us just as Jesus

Jesus’ public ministry on earth. Our Lord Jesus finished it! m
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Role of the CHURCH in
Spreading the GOSPEL

“For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit
and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake.
And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much
affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became examples to all in Macedonia and
Achaia who believe. For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in
Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that
we do not need to say anything.” (1 Thessalonians 1:5-8)

In the above
passage, Apostle
Paul is
commending the
church in
Thessalonica for
their exemplary
living and effective
witness, as they
conveyed the gospel
most effectively by
example and also
by word-of-mouth.
In a way, the
believers in church of Thessalonica were
practicing ‘show-and-tell’. They were ‘showing’
to their unbelieving world of their extraordinary
faith in Christ, and also sharing the living gospel
through words. Thus, the Thessalonians
became model Christians and they are good
example for us to emulate.

The gospel of the Lord Jesus Christis God’s
great plan for bringing people into a living
relationship with
Him. It is sobering

The Open Bible) to
take in witnessing for
Christ:

[0 Regularly talk
about God. Sprinkle
your ordinary
conversation with
occasional
references to God’s
activity in your life. It
is much easier to
share your faith
when your friends
know God is an
integral part of your affairs.

[ Prepare your testimony. Learn to describe
your pre-Christian life, your encounter with
Christ, and subsequent changes in your life in
fewer than five minutes. If you became a
Christian as a child, focus on the impact Christ
has had on your adult life.

[J Learn a brief summary of the gospel. It will
be good to learn a condensed version of the

to think that people
are supposed to be
able to see Christ
in us. We should

God shines in our hearts so that the
light might shine out to others (2 Cor.
4:6). As we focus on Jesus, we will
reflect His image to others (2 Cor. 3:18).

gospel, for
example: Four
Spiritual Laws

(http://
www.campus
crusade.com/

be able to say with
Paul, “Imitate me,
just as | also imitate Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1). We
are intended to be channels of our blessings to
others who do not know Christ. God shines in
our hearts so that the light might shine out to
others (2 Cor. 4:6). As we focus on Jesus, we
will reflect His image to others (2 Cor. 3:18).
Sharing our faith is a combination of
spontaneous conversation about God and
premeditated ideas about the gospel. The
following is a set of practical steps (Courtesy:

four_laws_online.
htm), Roman
Road of Salvation (http://www.new-testament-
christian.com/roman-road-to-salvation.html),
etc.)

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and
also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness
of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is
written, “The just shall live by faith”
(Romans 1:16-17) -

Meditations from

"1 Thessalonians"
- ONE -

Dr. Shibu
Cherian

MS, MBA,
D.Min., Ph.D.

is the Pastor

of Carolinas
Christian
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Matthews, NC
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Asian Indians in
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President of
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Clinical Chaplain,
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Mary's right choice
and Martha's hard work!

And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about
many things. But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not

Mary sat at the feet of Jesus and
we always admired Mary for her love
she demonstrated to listen to God’s
word. But Martha, her sister, is very
different and we do not see Martha
showing any desire to meditate on
God’s word. Studying Martha’s life
helped me to have a different outlook
iabout her. In Luke 10:38 to 42 we can
notice a few qualities of Martha:

1. She had the gift of serving:

We see Martha taking the bold
decision to invite Jesus and His
disciples. Inviting Jesus to her house
was not an easy task as Jesus was
followed by twelve disciples and a huge
crowd. Martha’s hospitality was
commendable as she was willing to
offer her heart and home to Jesus.
Martha took up this brave task of
inviting a crowd of people, offering them
shelter and food which depicts her love
for Jesus and her heart of giving. She
was gifted with serving. Serving is a
gift of God (1 Cor. 12:5,28), so Martha
was right in using her gift for God’s
glory.

2. She looked up to Jesus for
solutions to problems:

Luke says that Martha complained
to Jesus about Mary. Martha was
overwhelmed by the amount of work
she had to do to offer food to this large
number of people. She was struggling
to get things done and when she
noticed Mary was not helping, she felt
frustrated. But | admire the way Martha
handled the situation. Martha told her
problems to Jesus rather than
confronting Mary. Many times in our
lives we have conflicts with our brothers
and sisters. But rather than confronting
them it is always good to tell God

be taken away from her” (Luke 10:41,42)

Anoop Chacko, U.K.

about it and He will direct us. Martha
was right to approach Jesus with all
her problems.

So we see Martha was good and
right in what she had done. Then, why
did Jesus say Mary had chosen what
was better? What was it that Martha
did wrong?

In Luke 10:41,42, we see that
Jesus was not admonishing her but
was trying to calm her down. Jesus
understood that Martha was under
huge stress and pressure also Martha
felt overwhelmed with the amount of
work she had to do. Jesus was trying
to tell Martha a few things:

1. Martha was forgetting that Jesus
had fed five thousand with five loaves
and two fishes and turned water into
wine. So whatever little Martha could
do was good enough when Jesus was
present. Even if the food she made was
not tasty or turned out to be too little
to satisfy the crowd, the Lord was there
and could work miracles.

2. Martha was getting anxious at
the same time because she relied on
her own strength rather than God. She
assumed she could please God with

her abilities and talents. She trusted
in her own abilities rather than asking
God's help.

3. Jesus said “Martha, Martha, you
are anxious and troubled about many
things, but one thing is necessary.
Mary has chosen the good portion,
which will not be taken away from her”.
Jesus mentioned that at that particular
time, only one thing was needed that
was listening to God’s word. Martha
at that particular time was not doing
the will of God even though she was
serving God with all her gifts and
talents. Martha was putting her heart
and soul into serving Jesus. But Jesus'
will for Martha was different to what
Martha was doing at that time.

Dear friends, sometimes we are like
Martha as we try to do many things
for Christ with our own strength and
talents thinking this will please God
and also help in the extension of God’s
kingdom. But God wants us to rely on
Him with all our strength and wait on
Him. We must ask God'’s will and wait
on God for His strength before we do
anything. We sometimes stress
ourselves working for God but we do
not take time to be with God. God wants
us to spent time with Him and gain
strength and advice from Him.
Sometimes we are so busy doing
things for God that we forget to spend
time with God and this is not what God
wants from us. We should be ever
ready to work for God but at the same
time we must find time in God’s
presence to pray and seek God’s
guidance to sharpen our skills and
talents. Let’s consider our ways and
see if we are utilizing our time wisely
while we are working for God. o
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Scenes from IPC Maharashtra State PYPA

7 PYPA members V|S|t|ng dlfferent mission fields Pr Babujl Samuel Pr.Santhosh Joseph ~ Pr. Cinto Varghese & Br. Justin V.C.
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Scenes from Nagpur Pastors meeting
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Scenes from Amravati Dist.

Team members at Parathwada Church hall under repairing




Scenes from Amravati District of IPC Maharashtra
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Scenes from Retnagiri Dist.

Church hall unde.r repairing at Ratnagiri

Scenes from Navapur Dist.
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Children's

Jimm
yisa12
year old
boy, who
lived in a
small
town.
The town
has one
Mill for grinding different kinds of
grains. Jimmy’s father worked in the
Mill as the Mill Manager. Most of the
town residents worked in that Mill.
After 40 vyears, the Mil’'s Owner
decided that she wants to move away
from that town and stay with her
grand-children. This would mean that
the Mill would have to close. So last
October, the Mill Owner announced

"Let the little children come
to me and do not hinder them"

"WORKING FOR GOOD"

that the Mill would close at the end of
thatyear.

After hearing the announcement
by the Mill Owner, the employees
began searching for jobs elsewhere.
Jimmy’s father began contacting Mill
owners in other towns to see if there
were any openings for the employees

Beena Aunty

&
W
—
Slobal Migratiorn Consultancy

B -i

study aboard.

Australia/UAE.

New Zealand.

ADDRESS:

- Education Counselling for all countries to

- Skilled Migration Visas for Canada and Australia.
- Refusal cases analysis and Refiling.
- Internships for fresh Graduates in USA.

- Nursing and Teaching Jobs for UK/Canada/

- Schooling Admissions for Canada/Australia/

- Resettlement Assistance for Australia/Canada.

407, Aura Biplex, Senate Building, Above Kalyan Jewellers,

SV Road, Borivali West, Mumbai 400 092

CONTACT US:

Phone: 8108167722 | 022 2808 5929 | 022 2808 5979

Email: info@gmcmumbai.com | Website: www.gmcmumbai.com

of his Mill. He arranged for
interviews for his emplo-
yees, their transportation to
see other Mills, and any
other help they wanted.
When asked why he did it,
he said that the Mill
employees were like his
family. Jimmy was worried
at first but learnt from his father about
how best to handle such a tough
situation. Both Jimmy and the people
of the town continued in prayer asking
the Lord to provide for the families
connected to the Mill.

Jimmy’s father also contacted
some of the businesses in the area
asking them if they were in a position
to purchase the Mill and keep it going.
As the days passed, the Mill Owner
got multiple offers to buy the Mill so
that the buyer could use the land for
other purposes. Such offers would
mean that the Mill employees would
lose their jobs. Every one continued to
pray for the best solution to their
situation.

Two days before Christmas, the
town had their Annual Christmas party
where all the town people gathered at
the Town Square. After the Town
Mayor spoke, the Mill Owner asked if
she could say a few words. She said
that all she wanted to do was to spend
time with her grand-children. Money
did not matter. So after thinking a lot,
she has decided to donate the Mill to
the Town. She appointed Jimmy’
father as the Director of the Mill to
manage everything in the Owner’s
absence. Jimmy and the Town people
realized that God works everything for
good to them that love God and to
them who are called according to His
purpose (Romans 8:28).

So what should a child of God
do when faced with any situation?
Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
and lean not to your own understand-
ing. In all your ways acknowledge
Him, and He shall direct your paths
(Proverbs 3:5, 6) °®

= DPD3=00
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Evg. Bonnke who transformed the continent of Africa by his gospel outreach
campaigns went to be with the Lord on December 7, 2019. The son of a pastor,
Reinhard gave his life to the Lord at age nine. After attending Bible College in Wales
and his ordination in Germany he pastored a church and then went on to start
missionary work in Africa. God gave him a vision of ‘the continent of Africa, being
washed in the precious Blood of Jesus’. He began holding meetings in a tent that
accommodated just 800 people, but, as attendance steadily increased, larger and
larger tents had to be purchased, until finally, in 1984, he commissioned the
construction of the world’s largest mobile structure - a tent capable of seating 34,000
people! Soon, attendance exceeded the capacity of this huge structure and he began
open-air Gospel Campaigns with an initial gathering of over 150,000 people per
service! Since then, he has conducted city-wide meetings across the continent with
as many as 1.6 million people attending a single meeting in Lagos, Nigeria in
November of 2000.

Bonnke founded the international ministry of ‘Christ for all Nations’ which currently
has offices in the United States, Brazil, Canada, Germany, Czech Republic, United
Kingdom, Nigeria, South Africa, Singapore, Australia, and Hong Kong. The ministry
has recorded more than 77 million documented decisions for Jesus Christ. His
meetings were always marked by the miracle-working power of God. Thousands of
healings took place: cancers were cured, blind eyes were opened and broken minds
were restored. He made several visits to different cities of India.

Evangelist Reinhard Bonnke is survived by his wife, Anni, three children, Kai-
Uwe, Gabriele, and Susanne and eight grandchildren.

god of fame - it drove me crazy. | didn't
even know what it meant to be saved.
Now | love Jesus Christ. | love
Christianity". Kanye released his new
album, ‘Jesus Is King’ recently. The

Kanye West, now a Christian!

Kanye West is an American rapper,
singer, songwriter, record producer,
entrepreneur and fashion designer. His

music has spanned a broad range of
styles, including hip hop, soul, pop, rock
and gospel. In January 2019, West re-
affirmed his Christian faith on Twitter.
West said with respect to his past, "When
| was trying to serve multiple gods - god
of ego, god of money, god of pride, the

album is loaded with praise songs and
scripture references. He now wants only
to make Christ-centric music. A pastor
commented: “He was rapping for the
world and cursing and doing Satan’s
work — and now he's all for Jesus”.
More than 1,000 people accepted

Christ during a
Kanye  West
“Sunday
Service”. Apastor
who attended
the service said:
“Tonight,
worship  was
lifted, the name
of Christ was
exalted, the Word
of God was
preached, a
multitude prayed together, the Gospel
was clearly proclaimed and an
opportunity to respond was given”.
Kanye West says: “My only Mission is to
spread the Gospel. | tried it my way, it
was not working out. Everything was in
shambles. But now that | am in service
to God, | just clear my head and wake up
every day and let God do the driving and
just use me as He may”.

As a famous singer, he can influence
many young people. Let us pray that the
Lord uses his talents to turn many in
darkness to the marvellous light of the
Gospel in the new generation!

Kanye West

China demolishes a
megachurch during worsip!

Communist authorities destroyed a
3,000-seat megachurch located in the
province of Anhui, using a large excavator
to tear apart the building as members
watched helplessly, according to reports.
Surprisingly, the congregation was part
of China’s officially recognized network
of churches. China officially recognizes
two Christian bodies: the Self Patriotic
Movement and the Chinese Patriotic
Catholic Association. Churches within the
two networks, though, don’t have the
freedom to worship as they choose. In
the past, Communist officials
have edited sermons, forced the removal
of crosses and banned Sunday Schools
for children. The lack of religious freedom
is one reason millions of Christians have
gone underground to worship in illegal
house churches.

But according to reports, the Church
is still growing at a fast pace! )
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Scenes from Amravati District of IPC Maharashtra
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Scenes from Pune District of IPC Maharashtra
in J 1

Newly constucted church aII, prsonage
free counseling cenre at Manjari, Pune
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Church choir in action Congregation Vote of thanks - Pr. K.P. Jacob

Scenes from Solapur District of IPC Maharashtra
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Indian Pentecostal Church of God Naharshir (Solapur Distict) Zm_ _ IA
Free Medical Camp
Hiteh Afesha, H

Free medical camp in a Municipal e . (0
School at Koyna Nagar, Solapur.

Patients waiting for their turn

Pharmacy



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28

