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o the Edtor o Deokt

Creator God
fashioned Man
by His own
hands and
designed him as
the "crown of
creation". | am a
unique person in
the whole world -
there was never
one person like
me in the past,
nor is any one
like me in the
present, nor will
there be anyone
like me in the
future. | am
created for a
special purpose
which | alone
can fulfill

Johnson
K. Samuel

-
oo

The Miracle of the
Human Body!

"I will praise You, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made;
Marvelous are Your works, ---. My frame was not hidden from You,
When | was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest
parts of the earth. ----. And in Your book they all were written, The
days fashioned for me, When as yet there were none of them.
How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is

the sum of them!" (Psalms 139:14-17)

I am writing this piece after a recent
experience of the painful consequence of what
the doctors said was a lowering of "Sodium
level" in the body. Sodium level? Never thought
such an important number exists for the proper
functioning of the human body! Our bodies
surprise us with their secrets, which are
continuously being revealed as more scientific
research is conducted. This confirms that no
matter how knowledgeable we become, there
is yet much more to discover. No wonder King
David exclaimed: "I will praise You, for | am
fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are
Your works"!

Several chemical elements from the Periodic
Table like Oxygen, Carbon, Hydrogen, Nitrogen,
Calcium, Phosphorus, Potassium, Sulfur,
Sodium, Gold, etc. are present in our body. 65%
of the human body weight is Oxygen, coming
down to Potassium at 0.35% and Sodium at
0.15% of our body weight. (By the way, is it
not an interesting fact that all these elements
found in our body are also found in the "dust
of the earth"?) Whatever the amount of each
element, whether big or small, they must be
present in the body in correct proportions in all
humans for their proper functioning!

Red blood cells contain most of the
potassium found in the body, followed by
muscles, and then brain tissue. Potassium
transfers nerve signals, regulates heartbeat, and
reduces blood sugar. It also maintains bone
health, increases its density, and prevents its
fragility. Sodium's functions are similar to
potassium in transmitting nerve signals between
the cells; it also contributes to regulating water
amounts in the body. Thus we see the utmost
importance of maintaining the Potassium and

Sodium levels in our body for the proper
functioning of our nerves and our brain - to
regulate our thinking process and control the
actions of our hands and feet - even though
they are present in such small amounts! (The
above details have come out of a little google
search! Ready for any correction!).

Creator God called out from 'nothing' all
creations by His Word. But He fashioned 'MAN'
by His own hands and designed him as the
“"crown of creation". | am a unique person in
the whole world - there was never one person
like me in the past, nor is any one like me in
the present, nor will there be anyone like me in
the future. | am created for a special purpose
which | can only fulfil. "How precious also are
Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the
sum of them!" | did not appear on this planet
by any chance. If the admirers of those 'learned'
gentlemen who conjured up theories like
"Evolution" and "Big Bang" think that human
life and planetary motions happened by some
unlikely combination of chances, they are free
to have their opinion. Their "Sodium level" is
enabling them to use their brain (mind) and
exercise their God-given right to choose between
right and wrong. But let us not forget that the
"powers of darkness" are working hard in the
realm of man's mind to reason out and deny
the role of a 'Master Designer' in the creation
and orderly functioning of this universe!

May the new year give us new opportunities
to fulfill the purpose for which we are created.
Let us resolve to use our talents wisely and do
whatever we can to extend the Kingdom of God
on this earth. Our Lord is coming soon. Our
earnest hope and desire should be to hear His
words:"My good and faithful servants"! @

Wishing our readers a very happy and blessed New Year 2021!!
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Joy to the World!

“Do not be afraid, for behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy
which will be to all people” (Luke 2:11)

Since the world today is going through the
threat of pandemic, Covid 19, we can witness a
kind of chaos in every avenues of human life. A
kind of uncertainty is being found on all faces.
The human relationship is badly affected. Social
distancing makes many things in different
shapes. Mask has become something like part
our attire. Family get together, social gathering
and other entertainments have been restricted.
Education institutions have been in a dilemma.
It seems the corona virus has taken the world
in its hands and controlling all situations.

Though the glimpse of some good news of
upcoming vaccine is at media
desk, people are still in a

revolutionary changes into the hearts of people.
Even now the genuineness of the message
echoes everywhere for those who live in chaos.
Today when most of the people live in fear
sorrow, agony and pain due to recession and
disharmonious relations, Jesus Christ has a
greater role in every one’s life. Now even the
joy of the God'’s children is getting diminished
by the situations around.

As we enter another year it is always fitting
to check whether the joy of our salvation is lively
or not. The New Testament concept of joy is
neither a philosophical theory nor an outcome
of our efforts. It is absolutely
the gift of God. This excellent

cloud of doubts. Human

gift is brought into humanity

beings have realized that
power of money, position;
technology and even
sophisticated ammunitions
are not helpful in this situation.
Moreover the religion too have
become weak and lifeless
before this virus. We can in
fact count gloominess on
every face. In short, men and
women live in a kind of fear
for life. Definitely here we need
something other than what
the world can offer.

Hence, the message of
Christmas has a greater
relevance in this present
scenario more than ever

One of the greatest and
most popular songs of
Christmas that begins,
“Joy to the world, the Lord
is come...” is now ringing
across the world. Surely
this is the most accurate
message for today’s world.
Jesus Christ is the only
hope and expectation for all
humanity. The divine birth
of Christ brought
revolutionary changes into
the hearts of people. Even
now the genuineness of the
message echoes
everywhere for those

by the greatest Gift, Jesus
Christ, given by Father God.
He is the "indescribable Gift".
Apostle Paul rightly asked
the church at Philippi to
rejoice in the Lord always
(Philippians 4:4). Even to the
church in Thessalonica, Paul
commanded to rejoice forever
(I Thessalonians.5:16).
Christen joy can be
defined in a simple way, that
is, as the condition of extreme
happiness. However, this joy
is linguistically connected to
the root of grace. In Greek the
root of grace is CHARIS and

before. The first message

who live in chaos.

the root of joy is CHARA. In
a simple way, JOY is

that has ever been heard in
the world through celestial
beings is, “Do not be afraid, for behold, | bring
you good tidings of great joy which will be to all
people” (Luke 2:11). One of the greatest and
most popular songs of Christmas that begins,
“Joy to the world, the Lord is come...” is now
ringing across the world. Surely this is the most
accurate message for today’s world. Jesus
Christ is the only hope and expectation for all
humanity. The divine birth of Christ brought

therefore linked to the
GRACE of our Lord. If there
is fullness of grace, definitely there is
experience of joy. As we are connected to grace,
it is not necessary to go after other sources of
joy. Since we are God’s people our joy is well
related not in the mortal things of the world but
rather in one person, Jesus Christ. This is why
Paul reminds us to rejoice in the Lord.

There are a handful of reasons to rejoice in
the Lord. Here we look into a few basic reasons:

Pastor Shibu
Joseph

The message of
Christmas has a
greater relevance
in this present
scenario more
than ever before.
The first
message that
has ever been
heard in the
world through
celestial beings
is, “Do not be
afraid, for behold,
I bring you good
tidings of great
Joy which will be
to all people”
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Jesus by His
death not only
took away the

sin but also He
nailed the
source of sin on
the cross, that
was Satan.
Then He made a
great triumphant
march over the
powers of sin
and Satan, thus
Jesus brought
indescribable
joy. Therefore
yhe cross of
Christ is the
symbol of victory
and joy.

1. Rejoice because the "Saviour is born"
(Luke 2:10).

The first message to shepherds was, FEAR
NOT. It signifies the removal of fear. Fear is the
main obstacle to have the fullness of joy. When
Jesus was born the fear is substituted with the
joy of the Lord.

2. The presence and the voice of Jesus
create joy in us.

For example, when Zaccheus was asked to

5. The second coming of Christ is the
ultimate fulfillment of our joy.

This anticipation provides the hope of
entrance to the Kingdom of God. In fact we will
be entering into eternal joy. This joy is beyond
human imagination and concerns. The unique
experience will be, seeing the face of our
Redeemer, Jesus Christ. This would be the
completion of our life and service to the Lord.
And now we are expecting that this event will

climb down, he came to
Jesus and received Him
joyfully (Luke 19:6). The
purpose of His words to
disciples is the source of
genuine joy (John 17:13).

3. The death of Christ
on the cross is the cause
and the root of great joy
(Colossians 2:15).

The very reason of our
sorrows and miseries is sin
and its consequences. But
Jesus by His death not only
took away the sin but also He
nailed the source of sin on the
cross, that was Satan. Then
He made a great triumphant
march over the powers of sin
and Satan, thus Jesus
brought indescribable joy.
Therefore the cross of Christ

Since Christ is the
Alpha and Omega of our
joy, remaining things are

related to Him in one or
other way. It is well
understood that this world
and its achievements
are not the reasons of
true joy because they are
all transient matters.
Hence, we need to rejoice
in Christ, for He is our
greatest source and
substance of joy.
This joy cannot be
looted by any forces
of this world.

take place very soon.
There are many more
reasons to rejoice in the Lord
according to the scripture.
But since Christ is the Alpha
and Omega of our joy,
remaining things are related
to Him in one or other way. It
is well understood that this
world and its achievements
are not the reasons of true
joy because they are all
transient matters. Hence, we
need to rejoice in Christ, for
He is our greatest source and
substance of joy. This joy
cannot be looted by any
forces of this world. The joy
of the Lord is our strength.
The joy given by Christ is not
based on the situations
which we face, but Christ

is the symbol of victory and
joy.

4. The resurrection of Christ Jesus is the
greatest substance of joy.

By this Jesus declared the complete victory
over the fear of death, sin and Satan. It was the
greatest glad tidings proclaimed by the angels
to those who reached the tomb of Christ. This
divine event is also the assurance of our hope
and eternal joy.

Himself, especially in the

scenario of Covid-19. In this
Christmas season and at the dawn of NewYear,
may the Lord almighty enable us to enjoy the
joy of the salvation. So let us sing together “Joy
to the world, the Lord is come”. Let us rejoice
in the Lord forever. The time is getting fulfilled
to see our Lord face to face and then our joy
will be complete.

MARANATHA. -

Joy to the world! the Lord is come;

"Joy to the world! the Lord is come"

Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare him room,

And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,

And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders, of His love.
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"Pentecost'’

"When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in
one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing
mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there
appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance"” (Acts 2:1-4)

My boyhood memories are filled with images
of mountains, rubber trees and Pentecotal revival
meetings. Those days we had pentecostal
conventions, revival and tarrying meetings
almost all nights. The mainline denominational
churches could not understand the power of Holy
Spirit and in fact they missed the boat of
Pentecostalism. They had criticized ridiculed,
mocked and even persecuted
the Pentecostal believers in

mainline church leaders. She said to me: “l was
speaking to God in tongues and He was
speaking to me in my mind. If the guidance
was clear | knew it was from my Lord and |
could stand without fear or doubt”.

She used to encourage me with the words:
“Baptism of Holy Spirit brings power of God”.
Those were the words about Pentecostalism
lingering in my mind from my
boyhood. But | never wanted

every turn. My mother was the
first person who took water
baptism, in her as wellas my
falher’s family. When my
mother came out of the river,
baptized by  Pastor
Karammelil Mathaichen, she
was filled with Holy Spirit and
spoke in other tongue. That
was before my birth. Since
she was the first Pentecostal
believer from both families.
she had innumerable,
unspeakable problems,
sufferings and persecutions
from both families. But she
became a symbol of courage
and fortitude. She stood on
her faith. She was filled with
power of Holy Spirit. There

The greatest gift of
Jesus Christ to the
Church is Holy Spirit,
who descended on His
disciples on Pentecost
day and transformed the
cowards into heroes.
God took over their
tongues. Their actions
and words became
triumphant. But devout
men could not
understand and they
mocked the disciples
who spoke in other
tongues (Acts 2:5,13) as
some so called devout
men do now.

to be a Pentecostal believer.
My first encounter with God
made me to accept Jesus
Christ as my Saviourand my
Lord. Subsequently | took
water baptism. But both did
not include the Holy Spirit.
Regeneration and baptism of
the Holy Spirit are not the
same (Acts 8:14-17). The
fiery Pentecostal baptism in
Holy Spirit is different trom
regeneration by work of the
Holy Spirit.

The greatest gift of Jesus
Christ to the Church is Holy
Spirit, who descended on His
disciples on Pentecost day
and transformed the cowards
into heroes. God took over

were so many mothers in
Kerala those days in the
Pentecostal movement, like my mother, who
never cared for their life but only Jesus Christ.

When | was a young boy, my mother used
to tell me that she was a timid young woman
till she was filled with Holy Spirit. She became
brave enough to face all persecufions and
ridicules from her friends, relatives and even from

their tongues. Their actions
and words became
triumphant. But devout men could not
understand and they mocked the disciples who
spoke in other tongues (Acts 2:5,13) as some
so called devout men do now.

Even some Pentecostal leaders do not
believe in speaking other tongues. But the
experience recorded in Acts 2 is to continue in

Pastor
John Mathew
Bangalore

My first
encounter with
God made me to
accept Jesus
Christ as my
Saviour and my
Lord. Subsequ-
ently | took water
baptism. But
both did not
include the Holy
Spirit. Regener-
ation and
baptism of the
Holy Spirit are
not the same
(Acts 8:14-17).
The fiery baptism
in Holy Spirit is
different trom
regeneration

by work of the
Holy Spirit.
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The majority of
the pastors and
evangelists in the
beginning of the
Pentecostal
movement in the
20th century
were simple
laymen from the
working classes.
They lacked
secular
education and
knowledge of
Theology but
they had power
to cast out
demons and heal
the sick. They
could not argue
with theologians
but they
understood the
language of the
masses and their
problems and
they could speak
to their Heavenly
Father in other
tongues.

the church till the advent of Jesus Christ and
who believes that baptism in Holy Spirit with
the sign of speaking in other tongues, is a
Pentecostal believer. It is not a denomination
but an experience.

God descended upon the disobedient
builders of Tower of Babel and confounded their
language. They lost their harmony, whereas on
Pentecost day, God descended upon obedient
disciples in Jerusalem and made varied
languages in perfect harmony. It was a red letter
day in the history ot Church and Pentecostal
experience. The cowards
became brave witnesses of

Pentecostal believer. A person who is after
name, position and farne could never be true
believer. Ministry of Jesus Christ is not titles
but Ihe towel. Consider others greater than us.

The majority of the pastors and evangelists
in the beginning of the Pentecostal movement
in the 20th century were simple laymen from
the working classes. They lacked secular
education and knowledge of Theology but they
had power to cast out demons and heal the
sick. They could not argue with theologians and
they didn't know the terminology of present day
Pentecostal theologians but
they understood the language

Jesus Christ. On New Year’s
Day in the Twentieth Century
Agnes Ozman spoke in other
tongues and the latter rain
commenced. Soon
afterwards all the students of
Bethel Bible College received
the beautiful and wonderful
experience of speaking in
other tongues as a sign of
baptism in Holy Spirit. A
revival started at the town of
Topeka and Pentecost fire
spread like wild fire at

supersonic speed. In fact lhe
church that sparked
Pentecostalism was the
Apostolic Mission of Azuza

God descended upon
the disobedient builders
of Tower of Babel and
confounded their
language. They lost their
harmony, whereas on
Pentecost day, God
descended upon
obedient disciples in
Jerusalem and made
varied languages in
perfect harmony. It was a
red letter day in the
history of Church and
Pentecostal experience.
The cowards became

of the masses and their
problems and they could
speak to their Heavenly
Father in other tongues. They
did not know anything about
the present day 'one God, one
world for the mankind
doctrine'. For them Jesus
Christis unique, sinless God
who died for them and rose
and would be coming any
moment for His bride. They
were not aware of present day
"prosperity doctrine". For
them "name it, claim It”
principle was anathema. They
did not know the law of
hundred fold prosperity which

Street, Los Angeles, where in brave witnesses of is  Church’s cultural
1906 a repetition of Jesus Christ. accommodation of the worldly
Pentecost day occurred. value of American

Traits of Pentecostalism

Love is the fruit of the Spirit and therefore a
true Pentecost believer is known by his love for
fellow believers and others in the community. If
a person is not loving olhers, Christ is not
abiding in him. The aim of filling in Holy Spiritis
to evangelize lhe world with power. A true
Pentecost believer should have hunger for
evangelism. Since Holy Spirit is holy the
believer should have great desire to purity his
life as Jesus is pure and should lead holy life
as God is. Holiness and separation trom worldly
pleasures will be the sign of the Pentecostal
believer. A believer should never utter lies
because devil is the father of lies. He should
never spread rumours and ill of others. Humility
is the first and foremost trait In the character of

materialism. They had faith

in God and not in Mammon. Jehovah Jireh was
their motto: "God is sufficient and He provides".
| read about Pastor David Duplessis of South
Africa who toured America as the greatest
Pentecostal revivalist, but every place he got
just sufficient offering to purchase ticket for the
next stop. The same was the experience of our
pioneer pastors in India in those days. Those
pioneer pastors learned by experience that
when they used the last coin, the next hundred
Rupee was on the way. They knew
Pentecostalism is love of Jesus and it works
with the power of Holy Spirit. The present day
Pentecostal leaders teach "God wants His
children to eat the best food. He wants them to
wear the best clothing, He wants them to drive
the best cars, He wants them to have the best
of every thing”. | do not know whether they read
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Blble portions telling us of God’s concern for
the poor and His warning to the rich!!

Pentecostal believer is a messenger of Good
News. His focus is crucified Christ. He is brave
and humble. He sees vision for evangelization.
There is unity and love among Pentecostals.
There are signs and wonders in their midst (Acts
2:14,4:13.16:10,10:34-43, Mark 16:20).

The significance of Pentecostalism is
speaking in other tongues. The company of
sisters and brothers praising God in tongues of
different languages represent the fact that the
people of whole world shall one day praise God

languages. When we are filled with Holy Spirit
there should be selfless love to serve the church
and community in the name of Jesus Christ.
One who is filled with the Spirit will live a life of
holiness. A body controlled by lust and evil
habits cannot be inhabited by Holy Spirit.

Pentecostal Worship

Great men of Pentecost would become great
when they humble themselves and guide the
worship in the Spirit so that God would get the
highest glory. The leader of the worship service

in various tongues.
Unfortunately present day
Pentecostal leaders and
Seminary teachers coming
from liberal Bible colleges are
not anointed by Holy Spirit
and they do not speak in other
tongues and are against
speaking in other tongues.
They are more concerned
about Liberation Theology and
Prosperity doctrine.

How to become a
Pentecostal Believer

Pentecost is not a
denomination but an
experience. It is outside of
and above all denominations.
It is based on scripture and
not on doctrinal affiliation with

Pentecost is not a
denomination but an
experience. It is outside of
and above all
denominations. It is based
on scripture and not on
doctrinal affiliation with
modern theology. Itis an
experience that brought
thousands out of nominal
churches. The believers
are from both down
trodden and the rich,
uneducated and scholars,
but they have testimonies
of miraculous healing and
presence of Lord Jesus
Christ

should be experienced in the
word of God and anointed by
the Holy Spirit. Bible should
be given priority. The study
of God's word is
indispensable to avoid sin
and shun evil. Free and
exuberant worship is
emphasized as man is a
worshipping creature. Main
mission of worship is to bring
people to Christ, apart from
speaking in tongues.
Therefore messages and
exhortations have
importance in worship.
Worship should be in truth
and in spirit and to glorify
God. Lord Jesus Christ
should be the object of
worship. The message
should be anointed which is

modern theology. It is an
experience that brought
thousands out of nominal churches. The

believers are from both down trodden and the
rich, uneducated and scholars, but they have
testimonies of miraculous healing and presence
of Lord Jesus Christ. But the main quality for
all is that they are filled with Spirit of Holiness
and live a life of holiness. | have seen sign boards
displayed in American hotels that new plates
should be taken for each course of food and for
desert while participating in buffet service. No
dirty plate is permitted to be used again to
collect additional food as per law When we purify
our souls and minds from all impurities and
sexual sins and ask God to fill our hearts, the
Holy Spirit will come and we speak to God in
praise of His mighty works and great things done
in our lives or pray to God in unknown

more than intellectual
exercise and theological
exposition but right interpretation of the word of
God. We should not confuse entertainment with
worship. The power of God - and not ours -
should be manifested in worship. Pentecost is
a beautiful word. It has power and it is against
worldliness, and formality in religious worship.
There is no room for logic in speaking other
tongues and Biblical doctrines. Let us be filled
with the power of Pentecost, of Holy Spirit and
lead a holy victorious Christian life.

Pentecostal believers are:

Praising, worshipping, enjoying, tarrying,
edifying, co-operating, obedient, suffering and
testifying men and women of God!

Amen! -

The leader of the
worship service
should be
experienced in
the word of God
and anointed by
the Holy Spirit.
Bible should be
given priority. The
study of God's
word is
indispensable to
avoid sin and
shun evil. Free
and exuberant
worship is
emphasized as
man is a
worshipping
creature. Main
mission of
worship is to
bring people to
Christ, apart from
speaking in
tongues.
Therefore
messages and
exhortations have
importance in
worship.
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Continuing
the New Series of
Bible Study

Dr. C.P.
Varghese
Paduthottu

is the Founder
& President of
Peniel Bible
Seminary,
Peniel
Children’s
Home & Peniel
Academy,
Keezhillam,
Kerala.

Jesus Christ
existed eternally
with the Father.
The Word that
became flesh
and dwelt among
us was the Word
that was in the
beginning. That
Word was God,
and that Word
was with God.

"Let God Be Praised'"!
1 Peter 1:3

God Alone Is To Be
Praised and worshipped!

After greeting these suffering, scattered
sojourners in this world, to have grace and peace
in its fullest measure, Peter declares that God
is to be praised. The God of the Bible, the one
and only triune God who exists in three persons
is the only God who is to be adored, blessed,
honored, revered, and worshipped. (See
Deuteronomy 6:13, Matthew 4:10, Luke 4:8).
This is a doxology, that is an expression of
worship and praise. It is also an invitation to
the readers to give worship and praise to God
almighty. One may ask who should praise and
worship this God? The answer to this question
is found in Psalms 148 and 150. All the angels,
all the demons, all the emperors, monarchs,
kings, lords, rulers, judges, all officials, all men
and women of all ages, all creatures, all
animals, and birds. In essence let all creation
praise and worship Him. Most importantly
mankind, created in God’s image and likeness,
must praise him.

Why should anyone praise God?

There are so many reasons to praise God,
but here are five reasons to worship God.

(1) Psalm 18:3 says God is worthy to be
praised for who He is.

(2) Psalm 150:2 says, we should praise God
for what he has done. He does that which no
one else can do.

(3) God dwells on the praises of his people
according to Psalms 22:3. So when we praise
Him, His special presence comes down to our
midst.

(4) In 1 Peter 2:9 and Colossians 1:11-12
we see that God brought us out of the darkness
of sin into his marvelous light to praise him.

(5) Many will hear and trust in the Lord, says
the Psalm writer in Psalms 40:3.

God Is The Father of
Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ is the eternal, only one of a
kind - that is the only begotten - son of the
eternal Father. Please see the following verses
that show that Jesus Christ existed eternally
with the Father. The Word that became flesh
and dwelt among us was the Word that was in
the beginning. That Word was God, and that
Word was with God. See John 1:1, 14; John
17:5; Colossians 1 :17. That eternal Word
became the perfect human and tabernacled, or
camped, among humanity. Mankind saw his
glory, honor, and majesty. That glory is the
expression of the Father in the unique Son of
God. This second person of the triune God
existed with the Father in eternity past. All
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things are held together in Him.

God Is Merciful.

Peter writes that God’s mercy toward us
fallen, rebellious, disobedient, sinful, spiritually
dead mankind is great, measureless and
boundless. Apostle Paul writes in Ephesians
2:4 that God is rich in mercy. In Psalms 103:17
we read that God’s mercy is from everlasting to
everlasting. In Psalm 136, it is repeated 26
times that God’s mercy is everlasting.

God Caused Us to be Born Again.

We should not forget thatevery human being
born physically alive in this world is spiritually
dead in trespasses and sins as it is written in
Ephesians 2:1. Our Lord Jesus Christ told
Nicodemus the need to be born again. Praise
be to God who by his great mercy causes men
and women, boys and girls, to be born again
by the Word of God and the Spirit of God. John
3:3 says, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one
is born again he cannot see the kingdom of
God”. Jesus further explains itin verse 5, “Truly,
truly, | say unto you, unless one is born of water
and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God.” Apostle Peter wrote about this
experience again in 1 Peter 1 :23, that youhave
been regenerated, or born again, not from
perishable, mortal seed but from the
imperishable, immortal seed which is the
everliving, eternal Word of God.

God Made Us His Children.

Apostle John wrote in the Gospel of John 1
:12, as many as welcome and receive Christ,
God gave the privilege, power and right to
become the children of God, those who believe
and trust in his name. Thus all those who trust
in Christ become God'’s children. That makes
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ the father of
all those who put their trust in him. In this
connection in Hebrews 2:11, we see that He
who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are
all from one father. For this reason our Lord
Jesus Christ is not ashamed to call us His
brothers and sisters. What a glorious privilege
to be called the children of God. Apostle John
wrote again in 1 John 3:1 what amazing love
the father has poured into us that we should be
called the children of God.

God the Father Raised Jesus Christ
from the Dead.

All three persons of the holy Trinity, God
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spirit, were involved in the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. When we read
the Holy Scriptures that God created, God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit
are involved in creation. In the same way when
we read that God regenerates, all three persons
of the Trinity are involved inregeneration. In this
verse Peter says God the Father raised Jesus.
In John 2:19, 21, “Destroy this temple, and in
three days | will raise it up.” He was speaking
of the temple of his body. In John 5:21 Jesus
said, as the Father raises the dead and gives
them life, even so the Son also gives life to
whom He wishes. | John 10:18 Jesus said He
has authority to lay down his life and to take it
up again. In Romans 8:11 the Apostle Paul
wrote that the Holy Spirit raised Jesus from the
dead. (Please see the following verses regarding
the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ: Acts
2:32,33; 3:15,26; 4:10; 5:30; 10:40; 13:30,37;
Romans 4:24; Ephesians 1:20).

God Gave Us Living Hope.

The hope we read in the Bible is not wishful
thinking that something good will happen. That
is not the meaning of the word in the Holy
Scriptures. Biblical hope is an absolutely sure,
completely certain, confident expectation
beyond the shadow of any doubt. Peter calls it
a lively, living hope. In Romans 8:24-25Apostle
Paul wrote that we are saved in this hope. Hope
that is seen is not hope. We hope for what we
do not see with eager expectation. Our hope is
in God’s Holy Word and in the risen Christ.
Colossians 1:27 says, "Christ the hope of glory
is in us". The resurrection of Christ is our
guarantee that we shall rise or transform at the
sound of the trumpet of God. In Titus 2:13
Apostle Paul calls it the blessed hope. Apostle
Peter encourages the believers who are facing
persecution that though troubles, persecution,
or even death may come, be confident of the
hope in Christ. In Romans 8:37, Apostle Paul
wrote that we are more than conquerorsthrough
him who loved us and keeps on loving us.

Pray for the people who do not have this
hope and share the glorious hope of the gospel
with them. -

The hope we
read in the Bible
is not wishful
thinking that
something good
will happen. That
is not the
meaning of the
word in the Holy
Scriptures.
Biblical hope is
an absolutely
sure, completely
certain, confident
expectation
beyond the
shadow of any
doubt. Peter calls
it a lively, living
hope. Hope that
is seen is not
hope. We hope
for what we do
not see with
eager
expectation. Our
hope is in God’s
Holy Word and in
the risen Christ.
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Meditations from

"1 Timothy"
- ONE -

The Essence of GOD’s
Commandmentis to ‘LOVE’

“Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good
conscience, and from sincere faith” (1 Tim. 1:5)
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of the church at Ephesus. It is obvious that truth
and error have battled since the early days of
the Christian faith in the first century, and at
the start of his letter, Paul urges Timothy to
counter those who taught strange doctrines,
myths, and endless genealogies at the church
of Ephesus (vv. 3-4). Thereafter, Paul gives many
guidelines for sorting out and testing what people
say about faith issues and practices, and lays
out God’s ultimate commandment regarding the
practice of love (v. 5).

The essence of God’s commandment for us
is to love others from a clear and pure
heart.There is a spiritual progression evident
from our lives: our sincere faith in Jesus Christ
produces a good conscience in us as we are
cleared from all wrongdoing before God by
Jesus’ atonement. This in turn leads to a pure
heart, that is, a life free of sin, which in turn
produces real loveto God, to our fellow believers,

a hypocrite. In our contemporary Christian
world, however, it is not unusual to see many
proponents of Christ, whose spiritual houses
are in disarray. They may speak Christian-talk
with all the appropriate lingo and jargon, but
their conduct does not align with their hearts.
Their behavior is just a performance of piety and
they behave as hypocrites (Matthew 23:28).
Apostle Paul wanted to promote God’s love
in the church, and his instruction to Timothy
highlighted the close connection between
Christian faith, belief and practice (Galatians
5:6). God’s commandment does not lead to
strife and debate but rather to love for God and
man. It is the teaching of the grace of God that
produces a pure heart, a good conscience, a
sincere faith, and these inner attitudes should
resultin love. Thus, the test of all true teaching
of God’s Word should produce real love from
our words, actions and lives, which will

word.com | and to the world in general.This process is distinguish us as true disciples of Jesus Christ.

followed every time when the gospel of the grace  Let us move beyond outward display and truly
of God is preached to us and God’s Word begins  love others as Christ has commanded us:

to work in our lives. “A new commandment | give to you, that
God desires that our actions reflect a pure  you love one another; as | have loved you, that
heart, and a clean inner life. If our inner life is  you also love one another. By this all will know
unclean, then true Christian love can scarcely  that you are My disciples, if you have love for

flow from it. Our love must be the by-product of  one another.” (John 13:34-35). -
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""The eyes of the Lord"

"'For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of
those whose heart is loyal to Him" (2 Chronicles 16:9)
“And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, ‘These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a
flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass: “l know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as
for your works, the last are more than the first" (Revelation 2:18,19)

“Eyes are the windows to the world”
— goes a familiar saying. Indeed, no
man-made camera can remotely
compare to the “pixels” and “resolution”
provided by our Creator in our natural
eyes. Scientists have discovered
several species of insects, birds and
animals, that have even better vision
(albeit of different ranges) than humans.
If the creation is of such magnificent
quality, what might the eyes of the Lord
—our Creator —be like?

Characteristics of the
Eyes of the Lord:

1. His eyes are described as
lamps/ flames of fire (Daniel 10:6;
Revelation 1:14, 2:18, 19:12).

2. Our Refiner has pure eyes, which
cannot bear to see wickedness
(Habakkuk 1:12-13).

3. Our God'’s eyes scan to and fro
throughout the whole earth (Zechariah
4:10b, 2 Chronicles 16:9a).

4. As our Lord Almighty calls the
end from the beginning (Isa 46:10), His
eyes too have seen each one of us
even before we were formed (Psalm
139:16).

What our Omniscient
(all-knowing) God observes:

1. The Lord’s eyes are focussed
upon the land of Israel, the centre of
His world (Deuteronomy 11:11-12).

2. The Lord also considers the
people of Israel as the apple of His eye
(Deuteroomy 32:9-10). However, in the
analogy of God planting the house of
Israel as a vineyard, He only meets

Aneka Paul, MSW
Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai

with disappointment upon examining
them for good grapes (Isaiah 5:1-7).
Every king of Israel and Judah was
judged by his deeds, as good or evil
“in the sight of the Lord”, regardless of
his military might or administrative
accomplishments. King Hezekiah
draws upon this very fact as he prays
to the Lord for deliverance from the
enemy — Sennacherib, king of Assyria
(2 Kings 19: 16, Isaiah 37:17).

3. In accordance to King Solomon’s
prayer request at the time of the
dedication of the temple of Jerusalem
(1 Kings 8:29, 52; 2 Chronicles 6:20,
40), the Lord promises to look upon
this temple where He has chosen to
put His name, and hear the prayer of
people made towards it, in perpetuity
(1 Kings 9:3; 2 Chronicles 7:15-16).

4. The Lord’s eyes also look upon
the ways and deeds of mankind (Job
34:21, Psalm 11:4, Proverbs 5:21). Not
merely testing and pondering upon the
choices of man, but carefully observing
good and evil (Proverbs 15:3), which

is how He could single out Noah as a
just man amidst a wicked world
(Genesis 6:8-9). While the Lord
observes all the nations (Psalm 66:7),
He pays special attention to the
righteous (Job 36:7, Psalm 34:15),
those who fear Him (Psalm 33:18), and
His faithful (Psalm 101:6).

The objectives of
His close observation:

1. One of the key purposes of
God’s observation of His people is to
ensure their safety and protection (2
Chronicles 16:9, Psalm 17:8,
Zechariah 2:8).

2. His eye also guides us in the
way we should go, like a father might
instruct a child with a glance (Psalm
32:8).

3. The eyes of the Lord also
preserve knowledge (Proverbs 22:12),
which is the Word of God.

4. As God, our righteous judge,
observes good and evil, He also
rewards and punishes man according
to his doings (Jeremiah 32:19, 2
Samuel 22:25-28). This includes a
special judgement of His chosen
people of Israel for their backsliding
(Ezekiel 5:11, 7:4, 7:9, 8:18; Amos
9:4). However, in His great mercy, He
spared Israel from making a complete
end of them before (Ezekiel 20:17), and
will be merciful to them again (Amos
9:8). We may all, therefore, be hopeful
of their restoration (Jeremiah 24:5-7).

May it be our consistent endeavour
to keep the commandments of our
Lord and do what is right in His eyes
(Deuteronomy 13:17-18). @
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God created the earth with just a word,
The sky, the seas, the animals and birds.

On day one, God made light, or else,
What would be the use of any sight?

On day two, He separated the water and sky,
The space through which birds fly.

Day three was used for dry land and vegetation,
The water cycle and all was set in motion.

Day four was for making the sun, moon and stars,
And all the other planets like Jupiter and Mars.

On day five, God created the birds, splash splish,
The sea was also filled with fish.

On day six, he made animals, wild ones,
Tame ones, even those that weigh many tons.

God’s favourite creation was created the same day,

Man, who was made perfect in every way.

After making so many things that looked best,
God finally took some rest.

Amonsy -Thoans

Semc - €= ofh —
- e ({ :
{£

— Se e _Rocks I
ey @w\(‘ Np—
¥ O &

Parable of the sower
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Children's

Danny
playfully
shoved
Joel out
of the
arched,
front
door.
J oel
trudged down his uncle’s driveway
with his older cousin, Danny, and a
green bicycle. They walked down
into the faded, white road. Danny
breathed in the crisp air. Lush grass
glowed in the sunshine. The wide
street bordering the red house was
quiet this evening. It was the perfect
time for a bicycle ride.

“Joel, are you ready to learn how
to ride a bicycle?” a wide-eyed
Danny asked Joel. Joel looked down
and nodded. Danny patted Joel's
back. “You'll be fine. To get on the
bicycle, cross your right foot over the
bicycle and siton the seat.”

“Ok, | can try that.” Joel whispered
as he sat down on the bicycle and
placed his feet on the road. “Now
whatdo1do?”

Danny grinned and detailed the
next steps. “Let’s start to pedal. I'll
hold you at first while you try to get
your balance. Start by putting one
foot on the higher pedal. Then, put
the other foot on the lower pedal.
You must keep pushing down on the
pedals one-by-one to ride. If you
want to stop, there are brakes on the

"Let the little children come
to me and do not hinder them"

""Learning to ride a Bicycle"

handlebars that you pull towards
yourself. You can also catch yourself
with your feet if you are leaning and
abouttofall.”

Joel tried to ride one time while
Danny held him. When Joel put both
feet on the bicycle, he began to lean
to the right. Danny tried to hold Joel
steady. Joel began to sway like a
ship in a storm as he tried to find his
center. They both began to laugh as
Joel tried to find his balance.
Suddenly, Joel’'s bike fell towards
the left. Joel caught himself with his
foot on the ground. His eyes began
to fill with tears. Joel was afraid that
he would fall.

Danny hugged Joel who was
trying to calm down. “I want to
overcome my fearandlearntoride a
bicycle.” Joel said, wiping his eyes.

Danny replied: “Hey Joel, did you
know that verse, Isaiah 41:10: "So
do not fear, for | am with you; do not
be dismayed, for | am your God. | will
strengthen you and help you. | will

WV
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uphold you with my
righteous right hand"?
God is the one who gives
us strength and helps us
to face our fears. Let us
pray and ask God to give
you strength to learn to
ride your bicycle.”

After they prayed, Joel
tried to ride again a couple times
with Danny. Danny secured Joel
whenever he leaned to the right or
left. After a few times, they decided
that Joel should try by himself. He
knew maintaining balance was his
main challenge. He decided to sit on
the bicycle and push with his feet to
move forward. He kept pushing his
feet until he felt centered. When Joel
gained his balance, he tried to place
his feet on the pedals. He was able
to pedal a couple of times.

Danny sat on the end of the
sidewalk and cheered Joel. Joel
began to pick up his pace gently.
Soon, Joel started to ride his bicycle
confidently. His eyes were open
wide with excitement. He looked up
at the golden sunset dotted with red
and orange clouds. The breeze
tickled Joel's ears. The air smelled
fresh. Joel rode in circles, beaming
with glee. Danny’s grin stretched
across his face.

Joel hopped off the bicycle and felt
as light as a feather and thanked
God for helping him overcome his
fear. He did it. He finally did it. [
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Bible translated into its
700th language!

Woycliffe Bible Translators have
reached a new milestone! James Poole,
Executive Director of ‘Wycliffe’
comments: “5.7 billion people who
speak 700 languages now have the
Bible in their own languages. That is a
remarkable figure. However, there are still
about 1.5 billion people who do not have
the Bible in their language. That’s an
injustice that Bible translation teams
worldwide continue to work to put right”.
The Huichol (Wixaritari) Bible was
launched in Mexico on 10 July 2020. The
Ellomwe Bible was launched in Malawi.
Around the same time, new additions to
YouVersion (the online and mobile Bible
app) included two Nigerian languages.
Hence, James says: “It's amazing that
there is so much Bible translation going
on that we can’t pinpoint the 700th Bible.
We live in exciting times, when the vision
that all people will be able to read or hear
God’s word in their language is
becoming a reality”.

‘Wycliffe’ who are working to translate
New Testament into Malila language
report that audio scriptures in that
language are helping people to hear the
Word of God and some are coming to
faith in Jesus as they hear the Word.
Pastor Safari Mwamahonje who uses the
audio player says: “This device has made
me very happy. Teaching the word of God
has become easy and with the Malila
language being used it's easy for the
listeners to understand it. A lot of people

Audio Player

have been reached with the Word of God
through this device. And | have got new
believers in my church. May Jesus be
given the praise in this”. Jo Clifford, who
serves with Wycliffe Bible Translators
comments: ‘Audio Scriptures are vital to
help people know Scripture in an oral
environment, where the spoken word
has at least as much weight as the
written word, if not more. Printed
Scripture will always be important.
However, not being able to read well —or
not at all — can create a massive hurdle.
With audio Scriptures everyone can listen,
from the young child playing in the street,
to the busy mother at home, to the old
gentleman sitting in his chair, to the
people in the marketplace”.

The Word of God says: “So then faith
comes by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God” (Romans 10:17). “Having
been born again, not of corruptible seed
but incorruptible, through the word of God
which lives and abides forever” (1 Peter
1:23). It is the eternal Word of God that
transforms a person into a new creation.
The pioneering work of Wycliffe Bible
Translators in translating Bible into such
dialects and distributing them in printed
form and in audio players is highly
commendable and deserves all our
support.

Pastor urges US Christians to
prepare for persecution!

Pastor Andrew Brunson, who served
as a missionary in Turkey for over 20
years, recently predicted that U.S
Christians  will face increased
persecution in the near future. Brunson
explained: “On my return to the US just
over two years ago, for the first time in
my life, | have an urgency for this country,
for the United States. It has been growing
in me these last two years. Whoever
ends up in the White House, | believe
that persecution is still coming and it's
coming quickly and it's coming soon.
Hostility is rising in our society toward
followers of Jesus. Even though Jesus
was the most loving, kind person in

history, He was called evil and the same
is to be expected for all Christians. They
will say that we are evil and they will justify
everything they do to us because they
will paint us as evil people”.

Brunson continued: "What is heavy
on my heart, is that we need to prepare
ourselves and our own hearts for the
reality of the situation. My concern is that
we're not ready for this pressure. And not
being prepared is very, very dangerous
on a number of levels".

The spirit of ani-christ is working
harder than ever before as the Lord's
coming is drawing closer. As Pastor
Brunson urges us, let us be prepared in
our hearts to face the reality of the
situation! Maranatha!

‘A National Tragedy':
America Leads World in
Single-Parent Homes

The Pew Research Center recently
released its findings of single-parent
homes, showing that the United States
“has the world’s highest rate of children
living in single-parent households”. This
trend has gone along with a decline in
marriage rates and a rise in birth rates
outside of marriage. The global average
of children living in single-parent homes
is 7 percent, while the study shows that
in the U.S. alone, 23 percent of U.S.
children under the age of 18 live with one
parent.

Glenn T. Stanton, director of family
formation studies at ‘Focus on the
Family’ told Christian Headlines that the
data was “disturbing”, adding that
“largely those in the lower half of the
socio-economic scale live in single-
parent homes and have babies outside
of wedlock”. He called the situation a
“national tragedy”.

Marriage and family are institutions
established by Almighty God Himself.
Rebellion against the eternal laws of God
is bound to reault in grevous tragedies.
A return to God and the Bible is what is
urgently called for - Repentence and
Return. There is no escape from it! ®
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MATRIMONIAL

Pentecostal Parents (middle
class family) from Kollam,
Kerala, settled Solapur, invites
suitable proposal for their Son
B.Sc. Nurse (DOB: 01.01.1990,
Height 177 cms) working in
Pune (Staff Nurse).

Seeking for alliance  from
parents of eligible Malayali
Pentecostal girl.
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MATRIMONIAL

Pentecostal parents inviting
marriage proposals for their
daughter. Age 28, height 5'7".
complexion, fair. US citizen,
spiritual, Born & brought up in
USA, Registered Nurse.
Currently pursuing a Masters in
Nursing. Preferably from P.G. in
Engg/ Computer Science or
Medical field.
Contact:
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MATRIMONIAL

Christian Pentecostal Parents
Settled in Navi Mumbai. Proposal
for their Born Again Daughter
Age 28 (03/10/1992) / 149 cm
She is Born and Brought up in
Mumbai. Completed her Doctor
of Pharmacy (Pharm D) & 4.5
years of work experience in Navi
Mumbai. Currently she is in
Canada with PR Visa. Seeking
for Alliance From Parents of
Eligible Malayali Pentecostal Boy
Preferably Canada Settled,
Raised Outside Kerala Spiritual
and Post Graduate.

Further details contact :

Whatsapp No.:
+91 9821236319
Mob. No.: +91 9969072119

Contact : 0012142744864 (USA) _
9579976847 9821332273 (India) varghese20763@gmail.com
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MATRIMONIAL

Maharashtrian parents, invites
proposal for their son Spiritual,
B.E. Mechanical. (27, 5'8")
Currently working in
Mahanagar Gas Limited,
Mumbai. From the parents of

God fearing, professionally
qualified, employed, good
looking girls.

Contact
Mob: 9892980949

\. J

MATRIMONIAL
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TEL./ WHATSAPP

INDIA : +91 7795 605 153
USA : +1 215 5432 594
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