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We see that
Bible gives great
importance to
corporate
worship. It helps
to stir up one
another to love
and do good
works and to
exhort one
another. It builds
us up in our faith
journey, giving
immense
support in our
Christian life.
Let us earnestly
pray for a Covid-
free New Year!

Johnson
K. Samuel

The year 2021 is gone. But Covid has not
gone. It comes up with new variants. We do
not know whether the emergence of new variants
will cometo an end in 2022! Covid has initiated
a new culture! The entrepreneur who introduced
ZOOM as a small start up enterprise just a few
years ago has flourished into a multi millionaire.
Preachers sit in their homes and preach to
different congrgations in different parts of the
world! And Covid continues to spread fear and
gallops merrily in its dance of death and
destruction.

The pandemic has forced governments to
apply severe restictions on the assembly of
people especially in places of worship. Then
the new technology of Zoom arrived and
churches gleefully accepted it as a solution to
the problem. We can sit in our homes and join
the “worship”! So far so good.

Pardon me if | express some doubts
cropping up in my mind: Are we sincerely sitting
in an attifude of worship on Zoom? Do we
concentrate our minds on the love and grace of
God flowing from the Cross of Calvary and
express our gratitude to Him, probably sitting
in our night dress sipping coffee and munching
breakfast in front of our laptop or smart phone
with sleepy eyes and unkempt hair and, of
course, with camera turned off? After nearly two
years of this schedule, we have become so lazy
and insensitive to the move of the Spirit of God
that we prefer to sit at home and not go to
church even when the restrictions are lifted!

The Apostle exhorts believersin his letter to
Hebrews to “consider one another in order to
stir up love and good works, not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, ----- but
exhorting one another”. Thus we see that Bible
gives great importance to corporate worship. A

insensitivity?

“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good

works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is

the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the
more as you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:24.25)

few points of interest are listed below in support
of assembling in local churches.

Corporate worship makes us stronger. No
matter at what stage we are in our faith,
fellowship provides us with strength. Being with
other believers gives us the chance tolearn and
grow in our faith.

Assembling together with our fellow believers
in worship and conversation reminds us that
we are not alone in this world. Fellowship helps
us to build lasting relationships which will
sustain us in our difficult times.

Apostle Paul describes an important aspect
of our assembling together: “Whenever you
come together, each of you has a psalm, has a
teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has
an interpretation. Let all things be done for
edification” (1 Corinthians 14:26). Look how we
are spiritually edified when we come together
for worship as against worshipping alone!

Our Lord Himself has stressed the
importance of presenting our prayers and
supplications to our Father in heaven jointly as
a group in unity. Our Father will be pleased to
answer such prayers. Jesus told His disciples:
“Again | say to you that if two of you agree on
earth concerning anything that they ask, it will
be done for them by My Father in heaven. For
where two or three are gathered together in My
name, | am there in the midst of them” (Matthew
18:19-20).

Let us earnestly pray to God who is in control
of all situations to bring this pandemic to a close
and help us get back to assembling together in
unity of mind to offer our praises and worship
for all the spiritual and material blessings that
we are enjoying through Jesus Christ, our Lord
in the NEW YEAR 2022! @

Wishing our readers a very happy, blessed and Covid-free

New Year 2022!!
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The Role of ""CALL' in the
Task of LEADERSHIP!

"Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election

sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so an entrance will

be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:10,11)

Even though the Bible uses the word leader
only a few times, both the Old and New
Testaments contain the biographies of scores
of leaders. These biographies give us many
important lessons on leadership, especially
spiritual leadership. In the Bible, spiritual
leadership is not a matter of titles or personal
status. Instead, it denotes a special type of
service rendered by people who have certain
qualities. Successful

people in positions of

nations. God promised to bless Abraham,
multiply him, and make him a great nation but
within that promise was God'’s ultimate purpose
for people of all nations, to bless them through
Abraham. Godly leadership always involves
God’s call, and it involves God’s purposes that
are beyond His specific purposes for the called
person. Leadership from a biblical perspective
is not about the leader, it is about the people

who will be led. The benefits

of leadership are not

leadership in the Bible
fulfilled their work as a

"\ primarily for the leader; they
are for the people who are

service to God and to His

led.

people. Spiritual leaders are
people with a mission to
fulfill God’s purposes in
their particular and often
unique situations.
Leadership of God’s
people for God’s purposes
always begins with a call.
God calls His leaders and
He calls them in specific
ways. Leaders who embark

Leadership of God’s
people for God’s
purposes always begins
with a call. God calls His
leaders and He calls
them in specific ways.
Leaders who embark on
God’s mission without a
definite sense of call will
fail. There is no

Moses was a unique
leader. His life began in
very unusual
circumstances in a
particular historical context
in which his people were
slaves in a foreign country,
being exploited and abused
by their politically powerful
oppressors. Through
unusual circumstances

on God’s mission without a

substitute for God’s call.

and supernatural

definite sense of call will
fail. There is no substitute  \_

interventions, Moses
/ received the best of

for God’s call. Even though

others can affirm God’s call,

a call by anyone other than God is not sufficient
to become aleader for God.

Abraham received a call to leave his country
and kindred to go to an unknown land. He
received that call and stepped out in faith, not
knowing where he was going. God had a great
plan and purpose for calling Abraham. God gave
him specific promises concerning his future, but
that call was not just about him or his family.
His call had to do with God’s great plan for all

education and culture

Egypt had to offer at the
highest level of society which gave him royal
credentials. He attempted to help his people
based on his own assessment of the situation
and efforts rooted in his credentials but failed
miserably. Finally, he had to abandon all his
personal plans and flee for his life.

After many decades and multiple
experiences of defeat and humiliation, Moses
encountered the living God in a burning bush
and received a call to leadership. He recognized

Dr. Thomson
K. Mathew
D.Min., Ed.D.

Professor
Emeritus &
Former Dean,
College of
Theology &
Ministry,

Oral Roberts

University, USA
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Executive
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Moses
attempted to
help his people
based on his
own
assessment of
the situation and
efforts rooted in
his credentials
but failed
miserably.
Finally, he had
to abandon all
his personal
plans and flee
for his life.
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God’s callis a
requirement

of godly
leadership.
Leading people
for God’s
purposes
cannot be done
successfully
without
receiving God’s
call.  humbly
ask my readers
who are in
leadership
positions to
reflect on their
calling. Often
that sense of
call is the only
thing one has to
hold onto
during certain
seasons of life.

God’s call there and developed a sense of
commission but his assignment was not easy
as he encountered great opposition from
powerful foes. All he had was asense of calling
and commission. Ultimately, Moses prevailed
only by following God’s direction and by being
empowered by God’s call, His presence, and
His promises.

The call of God for leadership can occur at
any stage of a person’s life. Abraham was an
adult and Moses was a senior adult when he
received God’s call to leadership. But Samuel
was a young boy. He was born as an answer to
the prayers of a desperate mother who in
gratitude dedicated him to God’s service. She
and her husband committed young Samuel to
the care of Reverend Eliwho,
according to the book of

clergyman was waiting for him at his father’s
residence. He was shocked to find the great
prophet Samuel and a host of people including
his entire household waiting for him at the house.
Before he could even figure out what was
happening, the prophet pronounced God’s call
on his life to be the next king of Israel. By then
king Saul who had disobeyed God was removed
spiritually from office. This unlikely young man
whose ascension to the throne was still a long
way into the future, received that call, hardly
aware of the profound implications of that truth.
Once again, one sees aleadership transition
taking place to replace a disobedient leader who
had lost his anointing and approval from God.
God’s call is a requirement of godly
leadership. Leading people
for God’s purposes cannot

Samuel, was losing his
sight even as his sons were
involved in gross
misconduct, causing great
distress to the people of
God. Samuel was only a
young boy who was
sleeping in the sacred tent
when God called him by his
name. He did not even
discern God’s call initially.
Eli helped him without
knowing that this young lad
was God’s solution to the
problem Eli was presiding
over. ltis interesting to note

The call of God for
leadership can occur at
any stage of a person’s

life. Abraham was an
adult and Moses was a
senior adult when he
received God'’s call to
leadership. But Samuel
was a young boy. He
was born as an answer
to the prayers of a
desperate mother who
in gratitude dedicated
him to God’s service.

be done successfully
without receiving God’s
call. | humbly ask my
readers who are in
leadership positions to
reflect on their calling.
Often that sense of call is
the only thing one has to
hold onto during certain
seasons of life. No wonder
the apostle Peter (2 Peter
1:10) said that we must
make our calling and
election sure. Let me
challenge every aspiring
leader. Regardless of your

that Eli was losing his sight _
and was sleeping. Where
leadership loses vision and is asleep, God calls
a new generation of inexperienced youth and
prepares them for a leadership transition. But
leadership development begins with God’s call.
David is another example of a young person
being called for God’s purposes. He was only
an adolescent when he recognized God’s call
on his life in the most unexpected and unusual
circumstances. Being submissive to his
brothers and in obedience to his father, David
was shepherding a flock of sheep when he was
called home abruptly because an important

J age or stage of life, listen

closely to hear God’s call.
Hear it clearly and guard it in your heart as long
as you live. Prepare yourself to fulfill that call to
the best of your abilities as God opens doors
for you. In due time, you will find yourself in the
place God has for you. Make sure that you lead
God’s people to the future God has for them
with a sense of humility and great confidence
that God has called you to the task. He will be
with you and empower you with his presence
and power to fulfill His purposes in your particular
context.

** “One hundred religious persons knit into a unity by careful organization do
not constitute a church any more than eleven dead men make a football team”

** “We need never shout across the spaces to an absent God. He is nearer than
our own soul, closer than our most secret thoughts”

"-:.
- Rev. A.VI‘/. Tozer
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Continuing
the New Series of
Bible Study

This Supreme Salvation!
1 Peter 1:10 - 12

Is mankind basically good or evil? Do we
need a savior or salvation? Some psychologists
say man is basically good and see all the good
that is accomplished in this world by humanity
for humanity. Well, what does the Bible and
God, the creator, have to say about us human
beings? God created man in His own image
and likeness (see Genesis 1:26, Ephesians
4:24). This image and likeness has to do with
God’s spiritual and moral qualities. God created
man to be righteous and truthful, but through
deception and disobedience we became afallen
sinful people (see Job 25:4; Genesis 6:5;
Psalms 51:5; Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:10-12;
3:23; 5:12). The universality of sin is so evident
in human history from the fall of man. Human
history is the history of the cruelties and
sinfulness of the human condition. Though the
potential for good is in man because of the
creator’s goodness, because of the original sin
the sinfulness dominates human nature. God
saw that the imaginations and intentions of the
human heart were evil and wicked (see Genesis
6:5).

We know that the major theme of the Holy
Bible is the salvation or redemption of fallen
mankind. We can see the precious promise of
the only gracious God soon after the fall of man
(see Genesis 3:15). For us human beings to
die to sin and to live for righteousness we need
someone to take away our sins because we
are not able to shake it off by ourselves. So
Jesus Christ took our sins in his own body on

the cross as our substitute (see 1 Peter 2:24).
Again, Peter says that Jesus Christ the
righteous one suffered for our sins, who are
unrighteous, so that we can be brought to God,
and made alive in the Spirit (see 1 Peter 3:18).

Let us consider six supreme statements
about our salvation in these two verses:

1. Prophets prophesied of the grace that
should come

Grace of God is a major topic in the Bible.
Grace of God is God’s favor and goodwill toward
sinful mankind. In the Old Testament and in the
New Testament people approach God because
of the grace of God. “Noah found grace in the
eyes of the Lord” (see Genesis 6:8). Throughout
human history people are made right with God
by grace, by the goodness of God. Obeying
what God requires is the evidence of faith in the
grace of God. Where there is no obedience there
is no true faith. The Law came through Moses
and grace came by Jesus Christ (see John
1:17). No one is justified before God by the
works of the law (see Romans 3:20; Galatians
2:16). The knowledge of sin came by the law
(see Romans 7:7). People are to accept the
grace of God by obedient faith, which is faith
that is demonstrated by works. Before the
coming of Christ the Old Testament saints
looked forward to the fulfilment of what the
prophets prophesied. Since the coming of
Christ, New Testament believers including us

Dr. C.P.
Varghese
Paduthottu

is the Founder
& President of
Peniel Bible
Seminary,
Peniel
Children’s
Home & Peniel
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Grace of God is a
major topic in the
Bible. Grace of
God is God’s
favor and
goodwill toward
sinful mankind. In
the Old
Testament and in
the New
Testament
people approach
God because of
the grace of God.
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The virgin birth,
the rejected life,
the cruel
crucifiction, the
victorious
resurrection, the
glorious
ascension and all
ofitisnota
surprise to Jesus
Christ, the
second person of
the eternal Trinity.
God the Father,
God the Son and
God the Holy
Spirit planned the
redemption of the
fallen mankind
through the
sacrifice of God
the Son, as the
perfect man.

look backward to the finished work of Christ.
The grace of God has come in the person of the
Lord Jesus Christ (see Titus 2:11).

2. Old Testament Prophets have Inquired
and Searched Diligently

According to this statement prophets such
as Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and others did not
always understand what they were saying.
They prophesied of a suffering savior who was
rejected, mocked, stands before the enemies
like a sheep that is silent before it's shearers.
They prophesied of a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief (see Isaiah 53; Zachariah
13:7 and many more). They also prophesied of
the one who will sit at the throne and rule as
king (see Isaiah 32; Daniel 2:44-45; and more).
They did not understand the two comings of
the messiah. First coming as the suffering,
serving savior, the church age, and the second
coming as the ruling, judging King of Kings. So
they tried to dig, explore, and investigate it.

3. It was Revealed that these Prophecies
are for Future Generations

Imagine the LORD showing these faithful
prophets that their ministries are notin vain, be
patient, your life and serving is going to touch
and impact many generations to come. So be
obedient, you don’t have to understand
everything now. God speaks the same words
to us today as we are faced with many
concerns that we do not understand. Be
obedient, be faithful.

4. The Spirit of Christ was Predicting
through Them

The virgin birth, the rejected life, the cruel
crucifiction, the victorious resurrection, the
glorious ascension and all of it is not a surprise
to Jesus Christ, the second person of the eternal
Trinity. God the Father, God the Son and God
the Holy Spirit planned the redemption of the
fallen mankind through the sacrifice of God the
Son, as the perfect man. Thus the Son said,
“Behold | come to do thy will, it is written of me
in the scroll”. (see Psalm 40:7-8; Hebrews 10:9).

5. This Salvation Message is Preached
By the Holy Spirit

Everyone that preaches and proclaims the
glorious gospel message be sure that the early
saints proclaimed in obedience to the
commission of our Lord Jesus Christ. Of
course, Peter is one of them. He knows from
his own personal experience that it was not he
in his own power preaching on the day of
pentecost and other occasions, but it was the
work of the Holy Spirit through him (see Acts
2, 3 and other).

Every follower of the LORD Jesus Christ
must remember that the ministry that God has
given is to be done not in our own strength,
stamina, education or eloquence, but by much
dependence on the Holy Spirit.

6. The Angels of God Desire
To Look Into It

When this one and only savior came into
this world, (a) God sent the angel Gabriel to
Mary, and an angel to Joseph with the message
of the coming of this Supreme, one and only
Savior (see Matthew 1:20- 21; Luke 1:26- 38).
(b) Then again at the birth of Christ we see
angels of God communicating to the shepherds,
a saviour is born for you (see Luke 2:10-14).
(c)An unnamed angel informed and instructed
Joseph of King Herod’s plan to kill baby Jesus
and later informed Joseph of the death of King
Herod and instructed him to go back to Israel
(see Matthew 2:13, 19-20). (d) Angels
ministered to Him during His ministry (see
Matthew 4:1-11). (e) Angels strengthened Him
at the garden of Gethsemane (Luke 22:43). (f)
Angels are found at the empty tomb at His
resurrection (see Matthew 28:2-7; Mark 16:4-
7; Luke 24:4-7; John 20:11-14). (g) Angels
came and spoke to the disciples about His
return at the time of his ascension (see Acts
1:9-11). (h) Angels will be with Jesus when He
returns (1 Thessalonians 4:16; 2 Thessalonians
1:7). (i) Angels rejoice when even one sinner
repents (see Luke 15:10). Apostle Peter by the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit writes that the
angels desire to look into this great salvation
work of God. Jesus did not give His life for
angels, but for us fallen human beings. Yet,
God’s angels marvel at it and they wish to know
more about it. They are so thrilled about this
great savior and salvation. How much more
thrilled and excited we should be concerning
this great savior and supreme salvation!
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Practical Life Instructions from:
Apostle Paul's Letter to ""'Romans"’

Do we have a BURDEN for our
PEOPLE who are PERISHING?

“Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved.
For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.
For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of
the law for righteousness to everyone who believes” (Romans 10:1-4)

AN /

In the above verses, Apostle Paul reiterates  side of the agreement, they were called by their
his heart’s desire, prayer and his own leaders torenew the covenant (2 Kings 23:3).
assessment regarding his own kinsmen, the  However, God never breaks His promises, and
Jewish people of Israel. His overwhelming desire  throughout Israel’s history He has always lived
was that his people would embrace the Messiah  up to His side of the covenant. God’s oath to
he had encountered (Romans 9:2-3; Acts 9:1-  raise up believing children to Abraham (Genesis

Dr. Shibu
Cherian

MS, MBA,
D.Min., Ph.D.

is the Pastor

of Carolinas
Christian
Assembly in
Matthews, NC
that serves all
Asian Indians in
and around the
Charlotte area.
He is also the
President of
United in the
WORD
Ministries, Inc.
He is a certified
Clinical Chaplain,
a Bible Teacher
and a Premarital

6; John 4:26) even though in every city hisfellow  22:16—-17) remains an “everlasting” covenant CIOl.JnS.elor: )

Jews had rejected Him and the Christ he  (17:7).That's why Paul can affirm that God has | Visit his ministry

preached. not “cast away” His people (Romans 11:1), and | Website @ http:/
We are aware that through Abraham Israel  his heart was still longing for their salvation § www.unitedinthe

became God'’s “chosen /= "N (10:1). word.com

peloptl_e.” Trr‘]'_s covenant God never breaks His promises, . In the b?OKt_ of

relationship  was ‘e i omans, salvation

confirmed at Mount h and throug.hout Israel S h|§tow He refers to the work of God

Sinai when the nation of ek el lvze FP il s@e iz in the believer that

Israel promised to cove.na.nt. Go_d s oath to raise up continues after

perform “all the words believing children to Abraham justification. It is

which the Lord has remains an “everlasting” covenant deliverance from God’s

said” (Exodus 24:3). | That’s why Paul can affirm that God | wrath (see 1:18: 5:9,

When the people of has not “cast away” His people 10) that Israel was still

Israel later broke their \ = =/ under (see 9:22). Paul's
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Israel had a
zeal for God;
outwardly, they
were very
religious. But
they lacked a
correct
understanding
of the kind of
worship God
wanted from
them. They
were ignorant of
God’s
righteousness,
ignorant of the
fact that God
imputes
righteous-ness
on the principle
of faith and not
of works.

deep desire and
prayer is that
Israel may be
justified and
saved from this
wrath. Even
though he was
the apostle to
the Gentiles,
Paul took no
satisfaction in
Israel’s rejection
of God, and he
toiled hard that
“by any means
(he) may provoke to jealousy those who are
(his) flesh and save some of them” (Romans
11:14).

Israel had a zeal for God; outwardly, they
were very religious. But they lacked a correct
understanding of the kind of worship God wanted
from them. They were ignorant of God’s
righteousness, ignorant of the fact that God
imputes righteous-

writing that the
thing that would
bring the
greatest delight
to hisheartand
the thing for
which he prays
to God most
earnestly for
Israel was that
they may be
saved. Despite
Paul’s broken
heart (v. 1) and
G od ' s
outstretched hands (v. 21; Isaiah 65:2), many
in Israel did not believe; but many Gentiles did
believe through Paul’s ministry and God saved
them!

Let us honestly ask ourselves this question:
do we have a real burden for our people who are
perishing daily as they have no saving knowledge
of Jesus Christ? We know that Esther and

Mordecai had a real

ness on the principle

burden for their

of faith and not of
works. They went
about trying to
produce a righteous-
ness of their own by
law-keeping. They

Let us pray today that God will
give us also a burden for our own
kith and kin that they may be
spared from eternal death, and
witness to them about God’s
desire for them to be saved!

Jewish brethren who
would be annihilated
by the decree of the
King, and they fasted
completely for three
days and nights

tried to win God’s \

) (Esther 4:15-17).

favor by their own
efforts, their own
character, and their own good works. They
steadfastly refused to submit to God'’s plan for
reckoning righteous those ungodly sinners who
believe on His Son Jesus Christ. However,
God’s righteousness (right standing with Him)
comes through faith in Jesus Christ alone!
Thus, Paul’s teachings were distasteful to
the unconverted Jews, and they considered him
a traitor and an enemy of Israel. But here he
assures his Christian brethren to whom he was

Due to their untiring
efforts, the Jewish
people were spared from sure death (Esther 8:9-
12). Let us pray today that God will give us
also a burden for our own kith and kin that they
may be spared from eternal death, and witness
to them about God’s desire for them to be saved!

“The Lord is not slack concerning His
promise, as some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any
should perish but that all should come to
repentance.” (2 Pet. 3:9). [ |

=

"Courage is contagious. When a brave man takes a stand, the spines of others are

often stiffened."

"God has given us two hands, one to receive with and the other to give with."
"When granted many years of life, growing old in age is natural, but growing old with

grace is a choice."

"Being a Christian is more than just an instantaneous conversion - it is a daily

process whereby you grow to be more and more like Christ." Rev. Billy
\" Graaham )
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Everything has a purpose

In the eyes of God!

Everything that God made is for a
purpose. God has shaped and
designed you to have a unique role; a
destiny that will bring glory to God.

God works out every little detail
according to His plan, for His glory.
Sometimes it is easy to figure out the
purpose and sometimes it takes time
to realise the purpose. Even more,
sometimes we will never know the
purpose because God’s ways are
higher than our ways.

There would have been times in our
lives when we have often wondered and
questioned about a situation or even
our appearance. But do you believe
that everything has a purpose? Well,
the Bible tells us so in Proverbs 16:4,
"The Lord has made all for Himself",
Let’'s look deeper into the Bible to learn
more.

Do you believe that the way you
look and physical stature are God’s
design with a purpose?

Jaison Varghese, Mumbai

" /

It has been said that Paul was short
in stature, and | believe that God
designed Paul to be short intentionally.
We know that Roman prisons were
very tiny and have very low ceilings.
Paul’s physique was a blessing in
disguise as being short meant that he
could move around the prison.

Do you believe that your

birthplace and family are planned
and set by God for a purpose?

Your place of birth and your family
have been purposefully assigned by
God. In the Bible, we read that Moses
was born with divine beauty for a
purpose (Acts 7:20, Hebrews 11:23). |
strongly believe that Moses was born
as a beautiful baby to catch the
attention of the Princess of Egypt. God
also planned for Moses to have an
elder sister Miriam so that she can
offer the Princess a nanny for Moses
who also happened to be their
biological mother.

Do you believe that God has a
purpose with your education,
training, and position?

God placed Moses in the hands of
a clever mother who knew the art of
making a waterproof papyrus basket.
God chose Jochebed to be Moses’
mother with a purpose because God
had made sure that she learnt the art
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But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name
before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel” (Acts 9:15)

AAANANAANA

Then he said: “l am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at
the feet of Gamaliel, taught according to the strictness of our fathers’ law, and was
zealous toward God as you all are today" (Acts 22:3)

AAANANANA

"By faith Mosesowhen he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because
they saw he wgs a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command"

(Hebrews 11:23)

AAANANAANA

"Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent council member, who was himself waiting for the
ingdom of God, coming and taking courage, went in to Pilate and asked for the body of
esus. ---- Then he bought fine linen, took Him down, and wrapped Him in the linen. And
he laid Him in a tomb which had been hewn out of the rock, and rolled a stone against

the door of the tomb. And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses observed

where He was laid".(Mark 15:43-47)

"

J

January 2022

Suvartha



of making waterproof baskets first
before giving birth to Moses.

In the example of Paul as well we
see God’s purpose, as Paul was born
in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, as a Roman
citizen. This helped him to gain access
to places where common people could
not enter, thus making him the only
apostle mentioned in the Bible who
preached to Kings and people of
royalty. Concerning educational level
of Paul, God had a

God placed him in a powerful position
in the government as a council
member who could approach Governer
Pilate and ask for the body of Jesus to
be taken down from the cross for burial.
He buried the body in a tomb cut out
of rock which stands even today as an
open tomb, an indisputable proof of the
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Had that not been done by Joseph of
Arimathea, the body would have been

twenty different diversions to entertain
him in that sleepless night but he
commands that a book be brought to
him and be read. The person
commanded to bring a book could have
brought any book of records or
chronicles, but he brought one specific
book. The book could be opened to
any page, but it was opened to the
exact page telling the story of Mordecai
and how he saved the King from
assassination.

great purpose in such /

\ In a similar vein,

a scholarly person like
Paul. As a native of
Tarsus, he knew
Greek language well
to be an effective
apostle to the
Gentiles as God

God is sovereign and in control of all things. What God
orchestrates and allows is meaningful, significant, and
purposeful. Though everything may not happen for a
reason, what we find in the Bible is that God will
redeem us, restore us, help us, and cause a good
outcome for those of us who love Him and follow Him.

Paul and Silas were
imprisoned and put
in prison “at a set
time” by God as an
opportunity for the
Jailer to see God’s
glory which later led

wanted him to be. He

him and his family to

was a scholar in the
Old Testament
Scriptures having been trained under
the greatest scholar of the time,
Gamaliel. God wanted Paul to write
scholarly letters to the churches,
explaining how Old Testament
Scriptures and Jewish religious
practices were linked to the Person,
Jesus Christ and the New Covenant in
this age of grace. Paul wrote 14
epistles detailing the conduct of the
Christian church for our guidance.
Another person to be considered
in this context is Joseph of Arimathea.

thrown away somewere among other
dead bodies by Roman soldiers and
the women could not have come on
Sunday morning to the tomb to find an
open tomb and to be confronted by
resurrected Jesus!

Do you believe that the timing
of every event has a purpose in
God’s eyes?

The most evident example of timing
is in the book of Esther. King
Ahasuerus was having a sleepless
night. The king could have chosen

come to repentance

God s sovereign
and in control of all things. What God
orchestrates and allows is meaningful,
significant, and purposeful. Though
everything may not happen for a
reason, what we find in the Bible is
that God will redeem us, restore us,
help us, and cause a good outcome
for those of us who love Him and follow
Him.

Ultimately, His purpose is bigger
than ours because it's not about us,
it's about Him! He has chosen us to
be a people to bring Him glory. ®

/

\

Quotable Quotes from C.S. Lewis

“l believe in Christianity as | believe that the sun has risen: not only because | see it, but because

by it | see everything else”

“To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable because God has forgiven the
inexcusable in you”

“The Christian does not think God will love us because we are good, but that God
will make us good because He loves us”

“Education without values, as useful as it is, seems rather to make man a more

clever devil”

“What you see and what you hear depends a great deal on where you are
standing. It also depends on what sort of person you are”
“The great thing to remember is that though our feelings come and go

God’s love for us does not”

“A man can no more diminish God’s glory by refusing to worship Him than a lunatic can put out
\_ the sun by scribbling the word ‘darkness’ on the walls of his cell” )
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Ben
is an 8th
grade
student
who lives
in a small
town. He
went to a
school
that was about five minutes from his
house. But his father, John worked in
the city and travelled almost an hour by
bus to reach his office.

One day Ben got a chance to go to
the city with his father and see where he
worked. He enjoyed seeing the big
offices and various gadgets in the
offices. He also saw that there were
motor bikes parked outside the office
building. When Ben reached home, he
began to think about the motor bikes.
He was wondering if his father bought a
motor bike, wouldn’t he reach home
faster each day? He began praying each
day for his father to buy a motor bike.

Ben knew that a motor bike cost a lot
of money. But he continued to pray about
it. One day one of his friends in school
mentioned about a “For sale” sign he

"Our GOD Provides"

saw as he was walking to school. The
sign was on a nice looking motor bike.
When Ben heard about it, he decided to
mention about buying the motor bike to
his father that evening. John gave a lot of
thought to the idea.

Next day John went to look for the
motor bike on sale. He talked to different
people about the price range for such a
vehicle. He knew he did not have the
entire amount needed to buy the motor
bike and that he will have to wait for a few
months to save some more money. But
he began praying about buying the motor
bike. He knew he could reach home
faster from work with a motor bike. He

Brian Ninan, Houston

_/

could spend more time with his
family. He was reminded about
| Peter 5:7 which says “casting
all your cares upon Him; for He
careth for you”.

A few days later John’s
supervisor called hm to his
office. They talked about certain
matters and then the
supervisor had a surprise for
him. The supervisor handed him a check
saying it was bonus that the Head Office
had authorized. The company had done
exceptionally well the past year and
wanted to appreciate the employees.
John stood amazed. The bonus packet
had enough money that he needed to
complete purchase of the motor bike!

Matthew 7:7: “Ask, and it will be given
to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you’.

Philippians 4:6: “Do not be anxious
about anything, but in everything by
prayer and  supplication  with
thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God”.

Philippians 4:19: “And my God will
supply every need of yours according to
his riches in glory in Christ Jesus”. @

Joseph and the angels—

Baby Jesus Mfi'tﬁ-~h\iy, P e

T . His mother said to the

| Servant

Whatever He says
to you do it

Jesus said
to them
"Fill the

waterpots

with water

They filled

them up to brim
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European Christians are
facing hate crimes!

A new study has found that anti-
Christian hate crimes in Europe rose by
70 percent between 2019 and 2020. The
study conducted by a Vienna-based
watchdog organization highlights the
declining religious freedom, freedom of
conscience and parental rights that
European Christians are facing. The
published report noted that there were
981 anti-Christian hate crimes
committed in Europe last year compared
to the 578 in 2019, an increase of 70
percent. The study considered the hate
crimes in France, Germany, Spain,
Sweden and the United Kingdom. The
findings are based on a variety of data
collected from descriptive cases, an
extensive questionnaire and interviews
with experts and afflicted Christians.
Christians’ right to conscientiously object
is being threatened in Sweden, France
and Spain.

The report concludes that the
opposition to conservative Christian
moral views is resulting in secular
intolerance. This polarization also
appears to be promoted by media that
marginalizes religious voices in the
public debate.

86-year-old woman
overcomes fear of water
and takes baptism!

Joy Stamey, a member of Liberty Live
Church in Virginia, USA has been a
Christian since her youth but was never
baptized because of a fear of water. She
decided recently to confront her fears and
obey Christ in water baptism. Her age?
86 years! Her testimony: “All my life, I've
been afraid of getting into water, so | just
put the baptism off and said I'll do without
it. But as | got older, | got to thinking about
it, and | just decided to do it. | thought my
kids would be proud of me, and | knew |
had to be baptized eventually, and I'm very
happy about it now. | felt really good
afterwards”. As she is confined to a

wheelchair, she was baptized at her
church as her fellow church members
carried her into the water.

The pastor of the church, Rev.
Ethridge, likened the matter to the
biblical story of a group of men who cut
a hole in the roof to lower a man before
Jesus to be healed. He said: “If we have
to cut a hole in the roof, we’re going to
help anybody who wants to take a step
towards obeying Christ. We’re going to
do whatever it takes”. Let us say "Amen"
to that!

Behold, a new UN sculpture!

A new sculpture has been installed
at the United Nations Plaza in New York
City. UN declares: "A guardian for
international peace and security sits on
the Visitor's Plaza outside UN
Headquarters. The guardian is a fusion
of jaguar and eagle and donated by the
Government of Oaxaca, Mexico".
According to the Mexican Ambassador,
the governor of Oaxaca, sent the winged
sculpture last month to express the
power of Mexican culture to the UN.

New Sculpture
at UN headquarters

As reported by CBN News, people
quickly reacted to the sculpture on social
media by likening it to the "beast" in the
books of Daniel and Revelation. Prophet
Daniel described four great beasts, one
of which is "like a lion with eagle's wings”
(Daniel 7:2-4). Apostle John told of a
similar beast to the one Daniel

described. "The beast | saw resembled
a leopard, but had feet like those of a
bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The
dragon gave the beast his power and
his throne and great authority"
(Revelations 13:2). Some social media
users have also pointed to 1
Thessalonians 5:2-3, noting the
scripture warning that unbelievers will
call for "peace and safety" just before the
rapture: "For you know very well that the
day of the Lord will come like a thief in
the night. While people are saying,
'Peace and safety,’ destruction will come
on them suddenly, as labor pains on a
pregnant woman, and they will not
escape”.

These are all signs of the times. Let
us be ready. Our Lord’s coming is at
hand!

Archaeologists Discover
2,000-Year-Old Synagogue

Israeli archaeologists say they have
found a 2,000-year-old synagogue in the
Galilee region in the town of Migdal,
which is on the northern shore of the Sea
of Galilee. The town had a large Jewish
community during the Second Temple
Period and is the birthplace of Mary
Magdalene.

Churchgoers have better
mental health than
non-churchgoers!

A new Gallup survey found that
religion had a positive impact during the
pandemic. Weekly churchgoers rated
their own mental or emotional wellbeing
as "excellent". "Americans who attend
religious services weekly are notably
more emotionally resilient than those
who are less religious," Gallup's Megan
Brenan wrote in an analysis. Overall,
though, the mental and emotional health
of Americans remains at a 21-year low,
driven by a COVID-19 pandemic that led
to widespread lockdowns and job loss.
The poll was conducted in November
2021 among 815 adults. )

January 2022

12

Suvartha



Stop not hoping.
In every sloping,
May God be your hope of living.

With God you will be gleeing.
With God You will be staying.

To you God will be your blessing.
Hosanna, you will be shouting.

In God's presence keep glowing.
Astoyou, Heis helping.

GOD - The Hope of Living

In front of God you will be standing.
Songs of Joy you will be singing.

Like a star of Morning,
Your face will be shining.

With God you will be gleeing.
With God You will be staying.

Stop not hoping. In every sloping,
May God be your hope of living.

Ruth Amit Gurnani

1. Give God what's right -- not what's left.

Man's way leads to a hopeless end -- God's way leads to an
endless hope.

Alot of kneeling will keep you in good standing.

He who kneels before God can stand before anyone.

Don't puta question mark where God puts a period

When praying, don't give God instructions - just report for duty.
We don't change God's message -- His message changes us.
Don't wait for six strong men to take you to church.

9. Thechurchis prayer-conditioned.

10. When God ordains, He sustains.

11. WARNING: Exposure to the Son may prevent burning.

N

© N o gk w

CHRISTIAN ONELINERS

12. Plan ahead -- [t wasn'training when Noah built the ark

13. Most people want to serve God, but only in an advisory
position.

14. Suffering from truth decay? Brush up on your Bible.

15. Exercise daily -- walk with the Lord

16. Never give the devil aride -- he will always want to drive.

17. Compassion is difficult to give away because it keeps
coming back

18. He who angers you controls you.

19. Worry is the darkroom in which negatives can develop.
20. Give Satananinch &he'llbe aruler.

21. Be yefishers of men -- you catch them & He'll clean them.
22.God doesn't call the qualified, He qualifies the called

BI1°QIZELI6U B GO HO6) NI ORISIO»
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Contact
Bro. Varghese Kollakompil - Mob.: 09821 332273
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HEBRON BIBLE COLLEGE

ESTABLISHED IN 1992

N

Bro. Varghese Kollakompil
(Administrator) 9821332273

Vision :
Light up the villages of

Maharashtra
through living word.
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PRAY FOR IPC MAHARASHTRA STATE

} }Nandurbar Bhandara Gondia
Mymbai | ; i’

Jalgaon
Supurban 9 % Akola

) % :
) 2
» 383 Churches
» 383 Pastors

® 370 Outstations

® 152 Prayer Cells
» 42 House churches
» Upcoming Church buildings and parsonages

® Hebron Bible College

» Suvartha Publications

® Tracts & Literature Ministry

» 28 Primary Schools and Balwadies in the Villages

Chandrapur

Pray
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Fbod material to poor believers & pastoré of Kolhapur
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