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Devil has always
been mounting
obstacles in front
of people to
prevent them
from true
worship. Clear
examples can be
seen when God
wants Israel to
leave Egypt and
worship Him as
free people.
Pharaoh tries to
make deals with
Moses to counter

God’s command.

Johnson
K. Samuel

Congregational worship has always been the
acceptable mode of worship at all times. King
David expresses hisimmense joy to be part of
the Temple worship when he sings: “/ was glad
when they said to me, “Let us go into the house
of the Lord” (Psalms 122:1). It is the foundational
principle of the church as we read about the
establishment of thr New Testament church on
the Day of Pentecost: “Then those who gladly
received his word were baptized; and that day
about three thousand souls were added to them.
And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,
and in prayers” (Acts 2:41,42). At a later date
as more and more local churches are
established, the Apostle reminds believers: “And
let us consider one another in order to stir up
love and good works, not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is the
manner of some, but exhorting one another, and
so much the more as you see the Day
approaching” (Hebrews 10:24,25).

Devil has always been mounting obstacles
in front of people to prevent them from true
worship. Clear examples can be seen when God
wants Israel to leave Egypt and worship Him as
free people. Pharaoh tries to make deals with
Moses to counter God’'s command.

Pharaoh’s first deal was asking Israel to
worship wherever they were located in Egypt
itself (Exodus 8:25).

When that failed, he came up with the srcond
deal. He wanted them to stay close by and not
go far (Exodus 8:28).

As a third attempt, he wanted to split their
families, letting men to go leaving children
behind (Exodus 10:10).

Finally he would let them go if they left their
possessions behind (Exodus 19:24).

Similar clever deals of the devil are in
operation all the time. If a person is called out
to lead a separated life and worship the Lord in

"Devil’s deals"
to obstruct True Worship!

“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and
good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching” (Hebrews 10:24,25).

truth and Spirit, the devil quixkly springs into
action with his deals. The first argument will
be: “Why go anywhere else? You can worship
wherever you are. God sees your heart, no?” If
that argument fails, the second deal is offered:
“Go out occasionally, but keep in touch!”. Devil's
next deal is to split the family and the final
attempt is to prevent people from offering
everything they possess, their time and their
talents and their wealth for the service of the
Lord.

Two years of Covid forced people to abandon
meeting together for worship. Even after
restrictions are lifted, many choose to stay
home and comfortably lounge around and watch
some sunday services on the TV.

Worship is for the glory of God and the
sanctification and edification of believers. As
believers, we gather in worship to extol the
nature of God; to celebrate His glory and His
glorious attributes. The purpose of worship is
also "sancifiction", that is, to shape us into
people who are different from other people, set
apart for God and His purpose. Worship brings
about “edification” of the faithful. Edification is
the building up of Christian Community as an
"edifice" or the Temple of God. The gathered
people are living stones that are built together,
through worship, to become the temple of God.

As we assemble together as a
congregation, we are transported to a place of
worship and peace. It gives us a space to pray
and to express humility and gratitude. We will
have an opportunity to give back, an opportunity
to donate our time and money to causes we
believe in. We can also help out through
interaction to share God’s grace and love with
others. Congregational worship should never be
ignored, as some tend to do. As the Aposle
exhorts, assembling together should be done
"so much the more" as our Lord's coming is

near! (@)
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Is a Call to the MINISTRY
Always a Call to POVERTY?

"And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-12)

| am a preacher’s kid, one of millions in the
world who are referred to as “PKs”. | am not a
kid; | am a grandfather now, but my self-
understanding as a preacher’s kid is still alive
in me. My father, the late Pastor K. T. Mathew,
also was a PK as his father Pastor K. M.
Thomas served the Lord in the historic town
called Niranam in Kerala.
This heritage of ministry

who follows God’s call lives in poverty and
hardship. There are godly pastors and other
servants of God who live “normal lives” without
unusual financial hardships.

| write this because | am meeting young
people who are afraid to follow God’s call on
their lives because they think that becoming a
servant of God will result in
guaranteed poverty and

humbles me and at the [~
same time gives me a

I great suffering. | also have
met parents who are afraid

sense of pride.

| am meeting young

of the same and refuse to
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release their children to
follow God’s call.

Yes, ministry requires
hardships and sacrifices.
Sometimes following God’s
call involves experiencing
poverty and lack. But
unwanted poverty is not a
necessary outcome of
following God'’s call.

A misunderstanding of

My memories of
growing up in a preacher’s
home in Kerala are sweet
and precious. They also
contain some chapters of
hardships, but | have not
suffered like many of my
peers because my mother
was a schoolteacher. While
my father served as a
young pastor in some

people who are afraid
to follow God’s call
on their lives
because they think
that becoming a
servant of God will
result in guaranteed
poverty and great
suffering. | also have
met parents who are

Ministry today is
so diverse.

remote parts of Kerala with
no steady income, my
mother as a government
employee broughtin reliable
income which made life

afraid of the same
and refuse to release
their children to
follow God'’s call.

the concept of ministry is
part of the problem. Many
still think that ministry is
only local pastorates or

missionary work among the

much easier for me and my
siblings. | know many who -

poor. These are vital
J ministries, and one should

have suffered much due to
their parents’ life of faith and commitment to
serve the Lord at any cost.

Even today, there are scores of pastors and
gospel workers across the world, and especially
in the poorer areas of developing nations, who
serve the Lord with significant hardships and
sacrifices. They deserve our continuing support
and prayers. However, itis not true that everyone

be willing to obey God if one
is called to do these ministries. But ministry
today is so diverse. Church ministry and
traditional missionary work do not represent the
full spectrum of Spirit-led ministry.

While ordained ministry has its unique place
in the plan of God, the privilege of ministering
belongs to all God’s people, and itinvolves doing
what God calls each person to do to establish

Church ministry
and traditional
missionary work
do not represent
the full
spectrum of
Spirit-led
ministry.
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God needs
people with
specific calling
to become
apostles,
prophets,
evangelists,
pastors, and
teachers. He
also needs
engineers, IT
professionals,
lawyers,
medical
professionals,
and others for
His work in the
world today.

His purposes in the world. The ministries and
offices described in Ephesians 4 — apostle,
prophet, evangelist, pastor, and teacher - do
not represent all that God is doing in the world.
In fact, Ephesians 4 tells us that the work of

making money through their business and giving
it away to ministries in need as their ministry.

| know many pastors who live on limited
budgets. Some do struggle financially. | also
know many sincere pastors who make a decent

these officers is to equip the
saints for the work of the
ministry (Ephesians 4:11-
12). That is, ministry
belongs to the saints — the
saved and sanctified people
of God.

God needs people with
specific calling to become
apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, and
teachers. He also needs
engineers, IT professionals,
lawyers, medical
professionals, and others for
His work in the world today.
Before one gets scared
about God's call, thinking
that it is a sure call to
poverty, one should listen to
the Holy Spirit to discern the
call.

I have met highly skilled
un-ordained professionals

2

(

\

I have met highly skilled un- )
ordained professionals who
are doing significant
ministries. They use their
education and skills to
advance the kingdom of God.
Some doit through fulltime
Christian service. Others do it
along with their professional
jobs, considering their jobs as
'tent-making'. If God calls you
to a particular ministry, He will
meet your needs while you do
that ministry. From a biblical
perspective, obeying God
does not require embracing
guaranteed poverty or taking a

vow of poverty. )

living. Please know that if
God calls you to a particular
ministry, He will meet your
needs while you do that
ministry. From a biblical
perspective, obeying God
does not require embracing
guaranteed poverty or
taking a vow of poverty.
Young people, if God
callsyou to serve Him, say
YES to Him. If He calls you
to an ordained ministry,
say YES and trust Him to
meet your needs. Be
willing to suffer hardship for
the cause of Christ, but
don’t assume that you and
your generations will be
poor and destitute by
obeying God. If He calls
you to a non-ordained
ministry, say YES and give
your profession to God. He

who are doing significant ministries. They use
their education and skills to advance the
kingdom of God. Some do it through fulltime
Christian service. Others do it along with their
professional jobs, considering their jobs as 'tent-
making'. | met a billionaire family that considers

will use it for His purposes and that will be your
ministry.

Dear parents, at least let your children
discover and discern their calling before you
discourage them and force them to choose a
path away from God'’s purposes for their lives.

-

N

\

Quotable Quotes

“Let every man abide in the calling wherein he is called and his work will be as sacred as the
work of the ministry. It is not what a man does that determines whether his work is sacred or
secular, it is why he does it” - AW. Tozer
“We forget that God's primary goal ia not changing our situations or relationships so that we
can be happy, but changing us through our situations and relationships
so that we will be holy” - Paul David Tripp
“Let us practice the fine art of making every work a priestly ministration. Let us believe that
God is in all our simple deeds and learn to find Him there” - A.W. Tozer
“Personal ministry is not about always knowing what to say. It is not about fixing everything in
sight that is broken. Personal ministry is about connecting people with Christ so that they are
able to think as he would have them think, desire what he says is best, and do what he calls
them to do even if their circumstances never get "fixed." - Paul David Tripp

/

January 2023

Suvartha



New Series:

Timeless Sayings of Jesus Christ!

Devotional: ONE

How can we SHINE our LIGHTS
in our DARK WORLD?

“You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.
Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and
it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men,

that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven”
(Matthew 5:14-16)

Dr. Shibu
Cherian

MS, MBA,
D.Min., Ph.D.

J

\

/

In the introductory verses of the Gospel of
John, Jesus Christ is referred to as “the true
Light which gives light to every man coming into
the world” (John 1:9), and He was the Light that
came into the world (see John 3:19-21). Later
on, Jesus spoke of Himself as “the light of the
world” (John 8:12; 12:35, 36, 46). As Jesus
starts to teach His followers the principles of
God'’s kingdom, however, He calls His followers

of the sun!

For us, following Christ goes far beyond
private spirituality. It involves our public life,
particularly through work and participation in our
communities. We use the light shed in our
hearts not only to illuminate but also to
communicate. Thus, Jesus wants us (as His
followers) to shine, to be visible and attractive,
not to bring attention to ourselves, but to bring

is the Pastor
of Carolinas
Christian
Assembly in
Matthews, NC
that serves all

Asian Indians in
and around the

Charlotte area.
He is also the
President of
United in the
WORD
Ministries, Inc.

He is a certified
Clinical Chaplain,
a Bible Teacher

and a Premarit
Counselor.

al

Visit his ministry
website @ http://
www.unitedinthe

“the light of the world” (v. 14). The relationship  people to God (v. 16).As the “light of the world”, || word.com
between these two we are to witness our

seemingly contradictory e ™ faith in Christ through

statements is that , ; our personal example

Jesus is the source of Jesus |s.the source of light, and manifest the light

light, and we (His and we (His followers) are the by our testimonies and

followers) are the reflection of His light. Our actions.

reflection of His light. function is to shine for Jesus God provides the

Our function is to shine just as the moon reflects the light and it continues to

for Jesus just as the light of the sun! shine, but as believers

moon reflects the light /  wemust keep our lives
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Thus, we have
avaluable
treasure of our
faith locked in
our hearts
which should be
reflected so that
others will
understand their
need for
salvation
through Christ.
Let us share
our hearts with
the light of the
gospel so that
others can open
their hearts to
God. Are we
shining brilliantly
with the love
and truth of
Christ before
others today?

clean before the Lord in order not to cover up
the light which He has placed within us. We
need to make sure that nothing comes between
us and God (see 2 Corinthians 3:18; Philippians

2:14-16). We know that
even the smallest light
can dispel the greatest
darkness. Therefore, we
should let our light shine
through a clean life
before God and before
the world in which we live
that is a witness to the
glory and grace of God.

The light of salvation
that we have received in
our hearts is also
reflected through our
good works (acts of
mercy and compassion
reflected from our
transformed lives) that
glorify our Heavenly
Father. We need to both
‘show and tell’ to others
as no one wants to hear
what we have to say
about God'’s love until
they seeitreflected in our

words and actions. Through the light of our
testimonies and the impact of our acts of
service, people should see the evidence of

N\

The light of salvation that
we have received in our
hearts is also reflected
through our good works
(acts of mercy and
compassion reflected from
our transformed lives) that
glorify our Heavenly Father.
We need to both ‘show and
tell’ to others as no one
wants to hear what we have
to say about God’s love until
they see it reflected in our
words and actions. Through
the light of our testimonies
and the impact of our acts
of service, people should
see the evidence of Christ
in our lives.

J

Christ in our lives. Our actions (light) should
point people to the One who is The Light. God
has placed us in a specific environment that
allows us to shine His light in our dark world.
Thus, we have a
valuable treasure of our
faith locked in our hearts

which  should be
reflected so that others
will understand their
need for salvation
through Christ. Let us
share our hearts with the
light of the gospel so
that others can open
their hearts to God. Are
we shining brilliantly
with the love and truth of
Christ before others
today?

“For you were once
darkness, but now you
are light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light
(for the fruit of the Spirit
is in all goodness,
righteousness, and
truth), finding out what is
acceptable to the Lord.

And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness, but rather expose them.”
(Ephesians 5:8-11)
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Introduction

Of the twentyone epistles in the New
Testament, seven of the epistles from James
to Jude are general epistles. Although these
are known as general epistles, the epistle to
the Hebrews, which immediately precedes
James, can also be classified as a general
epistle by its nature. There is only one
difference. While the seven

James (Part 1)

Beginning
a New Series of
Bible Study

of multi-colored pearls and as rich in resources
as a multi-cuisine feast.

The Author

James’ epistle begins with the author
introducing himself: “James, a servant of God
and of the Lord Jesus Christ" (1:1). Who is this
servant James? The name James was very

common among the Jews.
In the New Testament itself,

general epistles are known f
by their authors, the epistle

\ five people are known by the

to the Hebrews is known

name of James.

by its readers.

The recipients of
general epistles are not
just any local residents.
Epistles written to local
congregations are known
as local epistles. Many of
Paul’s epistles are local
epistles. The recipients of
general epistles are the

The recipients of
general epistles are
the wider world rather
than the local church.
These are known as
general epistles
because they were
read by the wider
world at the time they
were written.

1. James, the brother of
Judas

In the Gospel of Luke,
James is the brother of
Judas. But in the Acts of the
Apostles, which Luke
himself writes, James is the
father of Judas (Luke 6:16,

Acts 1:13). This may be an

wider world rather than the \

J error when the scribes

local church. These are
known as general epistles
because they were read by the wider world at
the time they were written. They are also called
catholic (universal) epistles. The Epistle of
James is the first of the seven general epistles
or catholic epistles. It has five chapters and one
hundred and eight verses.

The Epistle is the twentieth of the twenty-
seven books of the New Testament. This small
book is as beautiful as a pearl necklace made

copied it. Or it is probable
that father and son were known by the same
name then. In any case, no one considers this
James as the author of this epistle.

2. James the son of Alphaeus

He was one of the twelve apostles of Jesus.
(Matt. 10:3; Mark. 3:18, Luke. 6:15, Acts 1:13).
Since Matthew named Levi was the son of

Rev. K.M. Varghese

This small book
is as beautiful
as a pearl
necklace made
of multi-colored
pearls and as
rich in
resources as a
multi-cuisine
feast.
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It must be
assumed that
neither James

nor his other
brothers believed
in Jesus during
Jesus’ public
ministry. But after
Jesus’
resurrection,
before
Pentecost, they
became an
integral part of
Jesus’ group of
disciples. Chief
among them is
this James. He
was also in the
prayer group in
Jerusalem (Acts
1:12-14). This
James is the
author of this
epistle.

Alphaeus (Mark 2:14), it can be thought that
this James and Matthew were brothers.
Although he was one of the twelve apostles of
Jesus, heis also not credited as the author of
this epistle.

3. Little James

Little James is Mary’s son and John’s
brother. (Mark 15:40; Matt. 27:56; John 19:25).
We do not know much about this James or his
mother Mary. There is a view among Bible
students that this Mary was the wife or daughter
of Cleopas in Luke 24:10.

4. James the son of Zebedee

James, the son of Zebedee, was John’s
brother. (Matthew 10:2;

The gospel writers have recorded the names of
thefour brothers of Jesus. They are James,
Joses, Judah, and Simon. (Matthew 13:55; Mark
6:3). If the names are recorded in the order of
their birth, James is the first born of Joseph
and Mary. It must be assumed that neither
James nor his other brothers believed in Jesus
during Jesus’ public ministry (John 7:5). But
after Jesus’ resurrection, before Pentecost, they
became an integral part of Jesus’ group of
disciples. Chief among them is this James. He
was also in the prayer group in Jerusalem (Acts
1:12-14). This James is the author of this
epistle.

In the search for the author of the epistle
written by James, various conclusions have
been drawn. A morally conscious Jew among
the scattered Jews who took the name of the

patriarch James and good

Mark 3:17; Luke 6:14; Acts

advice to his people.

1:14) He was one of the
twelve apostles of Jesus.
He was martyred in
Jerusalem at the age of
forty-four. (Acts 12:1) The
nation of Spain has honored
this James as the patron
saint of their nation. This
Jameswas considered the
author of this epistle, but
that consideration did not
receive much support in
later times.

5. James, the brother

The position and influence
of James in the early church
is the main reason for
accepting him as the author
of the epistle. Paul places
this James in the first
position before Peter and
John among the three
counted as pillars of the
church. Paul, who came to
Jerusalem to meet with
Cephas (Peter), says that
he saw only James, the
Lord’s brother there

Another finding is that the
author of this epistle was
some Christian who took
the pseudonym James.
According to these
conclusions, the name
Jamesisa pseudonym. The
apostolic age was a time
when many books were
published in the names of
false writers. Such texts are
known as pseudonymous.
This was done for publicity
and popularity of the books.
According to the third

of Jesus

=/ conclusion, the author of

Three views are important about who Jesus’
brothers are:

1. Hieronymian view. Jerome is the man
behind this view. According to this view, Jesus’
brothers were not Jesus’ own brothers, but the
children of his father’s or mother’s siblings.

2. The Epiphanian view. The man behind
that view is Epiphanius. According to this view,
Jesus’ brothers are Joseph’s children from a
previous marriage. These two views support the
belief that Mary remained a perpetual virgin after
giving birth to Jesus, but there is no evidence
for this.

3. Halvedian’sview. This is the evangelical
view. These brothers are the children born to
Joseph and Mary after the birth of Jesus (John
Philip, V. Exploring the epistle of James, p. 22).

the letter is a person named
James. But he is unknown to us. None of these
conclusions have been widely accepted.
There are many reasons why James, the
brother of Jesus, is generally credited as the
author. The position and influence of James in
the early church is the main reason for accepting
him as the author of the epistle. Paul places
this James in the first position before Peter and
John among the three counted as pillars of the
church (Galatians 2:9). Paul, who came to
Jerusalem to meet with Cephas (Peter), says
that he saw only James, the Lord’s brother there
(Galatians 1:19). Peter, who was released from
prison, asks that the news be conveyed to this
James first (Acts 12:17). This James likely is
then the one who chairs the Jerusalem council
and gives the concluding statements (Acts

January 2023
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15:12-21). Paul and his team who arrived in
Jerusalem at the end of his third missionary
journey meet this James in person and give an
account of the journey (Acts 21:17-18). This is
same James who later reinstated Paul among
the Jews and James’s commitment to the Jews
is also evident in his conversations with Paul
(Acts 21:17-28). James, the Lord’s brother, was
the undisputed leader of the Jerusalem church.

There is no record of James having any
position or influence among the disciples before
Jesus’ resurrection. After the resurrection of
Jesus, he emerged as the leader of the Jewish
Christians. What could be the event that caused
it? Paul recorded itin 1 Corinthians 15:7. One
of the appearances of the resurrected Christ
was to his brother James.That appearance must
have influenced James to dedicate himself as
aservant of God and Christ.

the epistle. Thiscan be expected from James,
the brother of the Lord, who had a very close
relationship with Judeo-Christians and Jews.

3. Correspondence to Jesus'’ idea
in the epistle

A special feature of this article is its
commonality to the idea of Jesus in the Sermon
on the Mount. This epistle contains twentythree
quotations from the Sermon on the Mount.
Mercy, forgiveness (James 2:11,12; Matthew
6:14,15), good fruit, bad fruit (James 3:11,12,
Matthew 7:16-20), perspective on judging
others (James 5:9; Matthew 7:1-2), truthfulness
in words (James, 5:12; Matthew 5:34-37), are
great examples. Growing up under the same
roof with Jesus, it is no wonder that James’

ideas matched those of

As the author of this [

\ Jesus.

epistle, we can make
some points in favor of
James, the brother of
Jesus:

1. Universal nature of
the article

James’ ministry was not
a ministry of visiting places

James’ ministry was not
a ministry of visiting
places and establishing
churches like Paul. While
he was the head of the
Jerusalem church, he
was very committed to
the Jewish Christians
who were scattered.

4. James’'Jerusalem
speech reflects in this
epistle

Luke hasincluded in the
Acts of the Apostles a short
speech given by James in
connection with the
Jerusalem council and a

and establishing churches

short letter he possibly

like Paul. While he was the \

_/ participated in for

head of the Jerusalem
church, he was very committed to the Jewish
Christians who were scattered. It is natural for
Paul to write his epistle to the local churches
as the churches he founded. But James had a
common bond with the Judeo-Christians,
whether they were in Jerusalem or scattered. It
is only natural that such a general epistle should
spring from such a person.

2. Judaic character of the article

James does not say anything in this epistle
that an ordinary Jew would not accept, except
that Christ's name appears in two places in the
epistle (1:1, 2:1). Moreover, many expressions
that are very familiar to Jews are found
throughout this article. “Blessed” (1:12, 25,
5:11), “Lord” (1:7; 4:10,15; 5:7,8,10,11,14,15),
“the Law” (1:25; 2:8, 12; 4:11), “the Synagogue”
(2:2), “the End Times” (5:3), and “swearing”
(5:12) are examples of the Jewish character of

circulation. James quotes
the same phrase from that speech and letter in
the original as well as in this epistle. That is,
the expression “called by my name” in Acts
15:17 asisin the original language appears in
James 2:7 as well, and the word “salutation” or
“chairein” in Acts 15:23 appears also in James
1:1. These expressions in their exactness are
not found in any of the other New Testament
books. Therefore, it can be thought that this
epistle must have been born from the owner of
the above-mentioned expressions found in the
Acts of the Apostles. This and the
aforementioned reasons, if taken at their face
value, increase the emphasis of the opinion that
the authorship belongs to the Lord’s brother
James. The Catholic Church and the Protestant
churches both support this opinion in general.
Jerome recorded as follows:“His brother James
wrote only one epistle, one of the seven general
epistles" (William Barclay, The letters of James
and Peter, p. 3). |

This epistle
contains
twentythree
quotations from
the Sermon on
the Mount.
Mercy,
forgiveness,
good fruit, bad
fruit, perspective
on judging
others and
truthfulness in
words are great
examples.
Growing up
under the same
roof with Jesus,
it is no wonder
that James’
ideas matched
those of Jesus.
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Jesus Christ:

His Cross (Death) is unique!

"And I will put enmity between you and the woman,
And between your seed and her Seed;
He shall bruise your head,

And you shall bruise His heel” (Genesis 3:15)

Incarnation and death of Jesus
Christ were foretold in Genesis 3:15.
In this verse we read the promise of
God’s plan of the victory for human
kind over Satan and redemption for the
world by the death of the offspring of
the woman, Jesus Christ. God
promised that Jesus Christ would be
born of woman and would be bruised
through His crucifixion. Jesus was born
to die for the redemption of mankind.
In Isaiah 53:5, it is clearly foretold of
His death. In John 1:29 Baptist John
testified: “Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the
World”. On the hill of Golgotha Jesus
Christ suffered in His own body, soul
and mind the total punishment for every
person who lived and died, living and
who will live as long as the world exists.

There is an interesting story about
cross of Jesus Christ. When Eve found
fruit of the tree was good, she took it
and ate. God drove Adam and Eve out
of the Garden of Eden (Genesis
3:6,24). God then cut the branch of the
tree and threw into a pool because of
the sin of Eve and Adam. The branch
fell into the pool of Bethesda and an
angel used to come and clean the
branch and if any sick person goes in
to the pool when the water is stirred
will be healed. (John 5:2-7). At the time
of crucifixion of Jesus they took the
tree branch from the pool and crucified
Jesus on it because ‘Cursed a person
who is hung on the tree” (Galatians
3:13). Christ redeemed us from the
curse of Law by becoming a curse for
us (Galatians 3:14). This is might be a

fable or fairy tale. Any how it is
interesting.

Moses made a bronze serpent and
put it up on a pole so that anyone who
was bitten by the venomous snake and
looked at it was saved (Numbers
21:8,9). It is purely faith and no logic
behind it. Jesus said “just as Moses
lifted up the bronze serpent in the
desert, so the Son of Man must be
lifted up” (John 3:14). Lord made it very
clear that He would be lifted on cross
and whoever believes that Jesus died
for his sins will be saved and
redeemed. Here salvation is based on
faith and not on reason or logic. Even
from the beginning of His public
ministry, Lord asserted that He would
die on the cross for the redemption of
mankind.

Before His transfiguration, Jesus
told His disciples clearly that He must
go to Jerusalem, where he would suffer
many things at the hands of the
soldiers, chief priests and teachers of
the Law, He would be killed and on the
third day, He would be raised to life
(Matthew 16:21). If Jesus wanted to
avoid death on cross He could have
avoided His trip to Jerusalem. But He
went ahead to Jerusalem to die (Luke
19:29) for redemption of mankind.
Writer of Hebrews (12:2) explains His
death on cross: “Jesus, the author and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy
set before him endured the CROSS
scorning the shame and sat down at
the right hand of the throne of God”.
Before going to Jerusalem for
accepting death on cross Jesus told

John Mathew
Bangalore

His disciples in clear terms: “Behold,
we are going up to Jerusalem, and the
Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief
priests and to the scribes; and they
will condemn Him to death, and deliver
Him to the Gentiles to mock and to
scourge and to crucify. And the third
day He will rise again” (Matthew
20:18,19). This is the third time Jesus
foretells His death. On His way Jesus
and disciples neared Bethphage on the
slope of Mount of Olives, disciples
brought a donkey and colt and as
Zechariah prophecied (9:9), He rode on
the donkey entered Jerusalem affirming
His royalty and humility .When He
entered Jerusalem, the city was stirred
and people shouted, “Hosanna,
blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord” proving He is Messiah, Son
of David.

Before His last supper with His
disciples “Jesus knew that he had
come from God and was returning to
God, he got up from the meal, took
off his outer clothing, and wrapped a
towel around his waist and poured
water into basin and washed feet of
disciples” (John 13:3-5). He showed
what is humility by taking water
Himself and washing feet of His
disciples. No other person has been
like Jesus in humility .He was so low
because He came from so high. Jesus
instituted Lord’s supper as memorial.
Apostle Paul recounts it by direct
revelation from the Lord in 1
Corinthians 11:23-26 as the
communion of bread and wine. The
simple memorial service has swirled
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great confusion. Some believe by
participating in Lord’s Supper, they will
get eternal life as if salvation is by
deeds and not by grace. Some do not
observe it at all deliberately disobeying
the command of our Lord. Some believe
it is great mystery stressing that the
body and blood Christ are truly present.
Some others believe that the bread and
wine are changed into Jesus’ body and
blood. In truth the Lord’s supper is a
sacred memorial of His death for the
believers to observe as memorial
during Lord’s absence. The Lord’s
supper is exclusively for those who
have been saved by faith. Jesus Christ
broke bread and gave His disciples
before going to die on the cross! He
predicted that Judas would betray Him
as foretold in the Old Testament. He
warned that Peter would deny Him.
When a woman anointed head of
Jesus with expensive perfume, He said
she poured perfume on His body and
she did it to prepare for Hs burial. Jesus
was sure of His death and resurrection.

Prior to His journey to Olive groves,
Jesus taught His disciples about Holy
Spirit and promised He will send Holy
Spirit as counsellor and comforter,
taught them to pray using His name,
prayed for Himself, for His followers
and future believers (John 15-17).
Before going to Mount of Olives they
sang a hymn (Mark 14:26). What a
paradigm! Facing cross with a song.
The Mount of olives was mount of
weeping (2 Samuel 15:30), but after
our Lord prayed it would become a
mount for the King of Kings (Christ) to
stand (Zechariah 14:4). On their way
Jesus turned to His disciples and
solemnly told, “it is written, | will smite
the Shepherd and the sheep shall be
scattered” (Mark 14:27. Jesus referred
to the verse 13:7 of Zechariah. He
assured disciples of His resurrection
after death and promised He would go
to Galilee ahead of them (Mark 14:28).
Peter promised he will not fall away
even if all disciples do. It was his hasty
and unwanted promise and Jesus
warned Peter that he will deny Him
thrice same night. We must be careful

when we take hasty decisions. Jesus
and disciples crossed Kidron. We see
Kidron ten times in Old Testament and
one time in New testament. Kidron
was full of waste and sewage from the
temple. Jesus went with His disciples
to Gethsemane and took Peter, John
and James and He began to be
sorrowful and troubled. “His sweat was
like drops of blood* (Luke 22:44). He
withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond
them and knelt down and prayed:
"Father if you are willing, take this cup
from me, yet not my will but your will
be done” (Luke 22:42). We hear several
interpretations of this prayer. | believe
two interpretations: one is that Satan
was trying to kill Him at the garden as
His sweat was like drops of blood to
avoide death on the cross for the
redemption of mankind. If Jesus had
premature death at Gethsemane, there
would be no Gospel and no Christianity.
Other interpretation in “The Full Life
Study Bible” is also worth mentioning.
It says “Christ prayed that His
physical death might be accepted as
full payment for the sin of sinners, yet
not my will but as you will”. His prayer
was heard and He was strengthened
by an angel from heaven .In Hebrews
we read God has heard His prayer
(5:7). Anyhow we can not believe that
Christ prayed to be saved from physical
death for which He came to this world.
He was resolutely determined to die
for the sin of humanity (Mark 10:33-
34, Luke 9"51, John 12:24,27, Hebrews
10:5-9). OIld Testament is full of
prophecies about His sufferings and
death .When His prayer was over, He
commanded disciples to rise up as He
knew He was going to be arrested.
While He was speaking Judas came
up accompanied by a great multitude
with swords and clubs from the Chief
priests and elders (Matthew 26:47).
Jesus knowing all that was going to
happen to Him, went out and asked
them “whom do you want’? He was
bold and they said “Jesus of Nazareth”.
At once He replied “ | am he”, they
drew back and fell in the ground . If he
had desire to avoid cross, He could

have escaped from the scene. He was
bold to face sufferings and cross and
again asked “who is it you want” and
they replied “Jesus of Nazareth”.
Jesus cared for His disciples and said,
"If you are looking for me, let these
men go“ (John 18:8). Jesus was
arrested and His disciples fled
(Matthew 26:50). Judas betrayed
Jesus with kiss. Jesus or disciples did
not defend. They arrested Jesus and
bound Him and brought Him first to
Annas, father in law of Caiaphas, who
was the high priest of that year (John
18:13). Then He was taken to high
priest Caiaphas. Jesus kept silent to
the questions of high priest and false
accusations of two people. Silence is
tree of life. When Chief priests and
teachers of law asked him “if you are
the Christ (Messiah), tell us? (Luke
22:67) he broke silence and replied
with courage: “The Son of Man will be
seated at the right hand of the mighty
God” and then proclaimed He is “Son
of God”. Then whole assembly rose and
led Jesus off to Pilate. People made
all kinds of accusations against Jesus
but he kept silent. When Pilate
questioned him “Are you the King of
Jews?” (Luke 23:3). The Lion of Judah
answered, “Yes, itis as you say”. Pilate
at once announced, 'l find no basis for
a charge against this man”. People
charged, "Jesus stirs up people from
Galilee to Jerusalem”. Since Galilee
was under the jurisdiction of Herod,
Jesus was sent to Herod. He expected
Jesus would do some miracles but He
kept silent to all questions of Herod.
Since he could not see any miracles
and get any answer to his questions,
Herod and soldiers ridiculed and
mocked Jesus. One tradition has it
that the walls of the room where Herod
met Jesus were adorned with paintings
of grapes and the Herod asked Jesus
to turn them into real fruit, but Christ
kept silent. They dressed Jesus in an
elegant robe and sent Him back to
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STANDING out from the CROWD!
“Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord.
Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you. I will be a
Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters,
Says the Lord Almighty” (2 Corinthians 6:17,18)
J

Many professing Christians have
tired to hold the LORD with one hand
and the world with the other. But it just
won’t work for long term. You can'’t talk
like the worldly, act like the worldly,
be like the worldly and do everything
the world does and still be a true
Christian.

No, to be a true follower of Christ
Jesusis to renounce the world and take
up the banner of a revolutionary way of
living tottally opposed to the
wickedness that surrounds you.

Separation from the world involves
more than keeping our distance from
the worldly people (sinners), it means
staying very close to God and His
Word. It involves more than avoiding
worldly entertainment; it extends to
how we spend our time and finance.

There is no way to separate
ourselves 100% from all sinful
influences of this world and its system.

J.P. Palathingal
Nilambur

- J

Neverthless, we are to resist the sin
around us, without either giving up or
givingin.

If you are thinking that doesn’t
sound easy, you are right. While the
LORD will give you power to live a holy
life in this world, you have to guard
against the temptation to compromise.

You have decide yourselves that your
priority is to fit into Heven’s society.

When people fault you or pressure
you to loosen up and do what everyone
else doing, remember the true
Christian way is nothing to be ashamed
of. You have chosen the high road of
holiness, integrity, selflessness, virtue,
divine love, joy of the Holi Spirit & divine
peace. So even if it isn’'t always easy,
at least you know well you're on the
high road of His standard not world’s.

As you stand out from the crowd,
there will be two positive results.

You will be a light to the lost who
are looking for a better way, and you
will be pleasing God. (Romans 12:1,
2; 1John 2:15-19)

So, let us rise to the challenge (one
of the most difficult one) and fly our
colors high for His glory (John 17:14-
16; 1 Corinthians 15:33; Ephesians
5:11-12). @

-

~

Inspiring Quotes from Rev. Billy Graham

-

"The message | preach hasn't changed. Circumstances have changed. Problems have changed,

but deep inside man has not changed, and the gospel hasn't changed"
"When wealth is lost, nothing is lost. When health is lost, something is lost.
When character is lost, everything is lost"

"Christianity is not a white man'’s religion, and don't let anybody ever tell you

that it's white or black. Christ belongs to all peoples"

"God has given us two hands, one to receive with and the other to give with"

"Tears shed for self are tears of weakness, but tears shed for others are a sign

of strength"

"Mountaintops are for views and inspiration, but fruit is grown in the valleys”
"Being a Christian is more than just an instantaneous conversion — it is a daily process whereby
you grow to become more like Christ"

J
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Children's

Rena
livedin a
- small

el _ town with
h e r
a n d
younger brother. Her father owned a
hardware store in the center of the
town. Rena was a good student
studyingin class 8 at a school about
10 minutes away from her home.
Every day after school, Rena
organized her time such that she could
participate in various after-school
activities and have time for homework
and studying.

One of Rena’s activities involved
working with computers. She was
fascinated by the various programs
that could help people get organized
or manage their accounts, or teach
new ways to complete certain tasks.
Rena learned to use a program that
organized her time for the various
events she was involved with.

Rena’s father’s store did not use

"Use your talents for the Lord"

any computer programs to manage all
the items stocked in it. Rena often
asked her father if she could help the
store by creating or finding a computer
program that would help with managing
the items in the store. Her father said
he and his assistant have created a
system that can manage the itemsiin
his store. Rena prayed that her father
would have a change of heart since
she knew that a program would make
it easier and more accurate to manage
the store.

One day Rena’s father’s assistant
had to go out of town for a few weeks.

4 )

Rena went to the store after
school so that she could help
at the store. She asked her
father if she could test a
program about managing the
items in the store while she
was there. Her father agreed.
Rena thanked God for giving
her this opportunity and asked God to
help her use the program successfully.
Within a few days, Rena showed her
father how the program she chose
helped to identify the items that
customers bought often, items to be
restocked, items that were not bought
by customers and so much more.
Rena’s father thanked her for this new
addition - it was a wise decision.

In Colossians 3:23, we read,
“Whatever you do, work at it with all
your heart, as working for the Lord,
not for human masters”. Colossians
3:17 reads, “And whatever you do,
whether in word or deed, do it all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through

him”. @

= O3> ==00

The farmer said
"T will build
the biggest barn".
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and HR from parents of Born
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Pr. P. Joy

(Principal) 9757088499
P.0. Box No. 17082, Tilaknagar P.0., Chembur, Mumbai - 400 089.

PR AT m
: el

Bro. Varghese Kollakompil
(Administrator) 9821332273

Vision :
Light up the villages of
Maharashtra
through living word.
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Bhandara

Gondia

Chandrapur

IPC MAHARASHTRA STATE

Pray

FOR
» 383 Churches
» 383 Pastors
» 370 Outstations
» 152 Prayer Cells
® 42 House churches
» Upcoming Church buildings and parsonages
» Hebron Bible College
» Suvartha Publications
® Tracts & Literature Ministry
» 28 Primary Schools and Balwadies in the Villages

PRAY FOR

Suvartha

Fully Owned & Managed by IPC Maharashtra State
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Pr. Biju P. Samuel, West Bengal
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Scenes from Latur District of IPC Maharashtra

F E

Distributing blankets to the poor at Lattﬂ*

Scenes from Amaravati District of IPC Maharashtra

-

Distributing blankets to the poor at Amaravati
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Scenes from Jalgaon of IPC Maharashtra
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