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While we don’t
know exactly
what the new
year holds, we
can be confident
that God will
continue to be
faithful. God is at
work, making a
way where there
seems to be no
way. We trust
that God will
continue to be
presentin every
season of the
year

Johnson
K. Samuel

@s we enter 2025 - - - -)

Psalm 65 is a beautiful psalm to read and
meditate as we step in to a new year because
it tells us that God's goodness is upon the year.
What a comfort it is to have such an assurance!
We know that His ‘Goodness’ is upon us. So,
let us look at some of the acts of God’s
‘Goodness’ mentioned in the psalm:

1. He hears our prayers (v.2)

God’s Favor on the
New Year

You crown the year with Your goodness, And Your
paths drip with abundance" (Psalm 65:11)

protected and guided us, even when we didn't
always see His hand at work. In Lamentations,
the prophet Jeremiah writes: "Through the Lord’s
mercies we are not consumed, Because His
compassions fail not. They are new every
morning; Great is Your faithfulness"
(Lamentations 3:22-23). The prophet

acknowledges the unchanging

2. He forgives our sin (v.3) Ve

3. He fills us with the good
things of His house (v.4)

4. He answers with
awesome deeds (v.5)

5. He protects us (vs.5-7)

6. He does wonders (v.8)

7. He sends rain and makes
the land fertile (vs. 9-13)

8. The abundance of His
paths drops even in the
wilderness (v. 12)

There will be "wlderness"
situations in the new year, but \_

NN o

N\ faithfulness of God. His mercies
are new every morning. Thisis a
reminder that even in the darkest
seasons of life, God’s love and
compassion are never absent.
While we don’t know exactly
what the new year holds, we can
be confident that God will

continue to be faithful. God is at
work, making a way where there
seems to be no way. We trust
that God will continue to be
present in every season of the
) year. We remember that God's

the Lord's blessings will be with
us in those situations also.
The beginning of the year is an ideal time to
reflect on God's faithfulness in the past. We
see both triumphs and struggles. But no matter
what we faced, God's faithfulness was
constant. In times of joy and sorrow, in times
of success and failure, God has been with us
every step of the way. He has provided,

faithfulness doesn’t depend on
our circumstances, but on His
unchanging character.

Thus we enter the New Year with a grateful
heart and a calm assurance. As for Suvartha
Magazine, we are looking back over the last 33
years. The obstacles were many, and the Lord
has helped to overcome them. All honor and
praise to Him. s

We, in the "SUVARTHA MAGAZINE'" family,
wish all our readers

A blessed and peaceful
NEW YEAR 2025

J
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Trust in the LORD
When you face DETOURS ordained by HIM!

“So we are convinced that every detail of our lives is continually woven
together to fit into God’s perfect plan of bringing good into our lives,
for we are His lovers who have been called to fulfill His designed
purpose” [Romans 8:28 TPT].

We all have experienced detours in life. That
is, we plan things in life, but many a times those
plans don’t come to fulfillment. A child of God
can always trust God for His plans to be fulfilled
in life. God’s plans for our life is way better!
God never intends to waste an experience in
our life. Our heartaches and unfulfilled dreams
are all God’s will. If we trust Him completely,
His ways are way higher than our ways, and
His plans much superior to ours. “The heart of
man plans his way, but the Lord establishes
his steps” (Proverbs 16:9). God alone knows
what it takes to transform you and give you the
ultimate blessing of a meaningful and eternally
fruitful life. God paves the most fruitful route for
our lives out of the worst detours, all for His
wise and sometimes inscrutable purpose. If we
are able to agree with God about His plan in life
for us, we will be able to say “Lord that plan is
much better than | could have come up with.
Lord, | like the plans you chose for me much
better than the plans | came up with. Thank
you for the detour”. God’s perspective for us is
beyond human imagination. We see many
instances of detours in the Bible for people who
God chose.

In Isaiah 55:7-8 we read: “For my thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts.” Israel lived in agony after the
Babylonian invasion and captivity around 586
B.C. “By the waters of Babylon, there we sat
and wept, when we remembered Zion” [Psalm
137:1]. Babylonians destroyed the city of
Jerusalem, burned down the Temple of God,
killed the entire royal family and blinded the
king. Many young men were made eunuchs to
be in the service of the Babylonian king.
Captured children with great potential were

groomed to be administrators in the Babylonian
Kingdom. For all practical purposes, Israel
ceased to exist. At the darkest period in their
lives sitting by the by the rivers of Babylon they
wept. The children of Israel continued to pray
and hoped for the restoration of their land and
the Temple of God. God had a plan to restore
the nation of Israel. In Jeremiah 29:11 we read
“I know the thoughts that I think toward you,”
says the Lord, “thoughts of peace and not of
evil, to give you a future and a hope”.

Even though the Israelites could see nothing
but suffering for them under the Babylonian rule,
God had a different plan. God’s thoughts and
plans for the future of Israel were different. God
revealed through His prophets that their thoughts
of hopelessness are not what He has in mind.
He reveals that His plans for the future of Israel
are beyond any human understanding; a plan
for peace and restoration.

The captives released from Babylon returned
to the Jewish land in around 520 B.C. and laid
the foundation for a makeshift temple. The older
people who saw the first magnificent structure
that King Solomon built wept [Ezra 3:8-13] when
they stood before the new temple construction
site. For them, the new temple is nothing
compared to Solomon’s temple. In the second
chapter of the Book of Haggai we read, after
the completion of the temple, that “the latter
glory of this house shall be greater than the
former”. Every person who heard the voice of
Prophet Haggai died without seeing the
prophecy coming true. After almost 550 years,
the promised Messiah came and created a ‘new
Israel’, one that included the Gentiles as the
people of God. God sent His only Son to be the
temple. God used the captivity to prepare the
coming of His son and the birth of the Church.
The dispersion of the Jewish people provided a
base from which Apostle Paul and others could

John V. Samuel
Ph.D.
Houston, USA

* Formerly: Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, USA.

If we are able to
agree with God
about His plan in
life for us, we
will be able to
say “Lord that
plan is much
better than |
could have
come up with.
Lord, | like the
plans you chose
for me much
better than the
plans | came up
with. Thank you
for the detour”
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His plans for us
are good. We
wait on the Lord
for answers, but
delayed
response make
us nervous, or
make us waiver.
When the crisis
you’re facing
makes you want
to throw in the
towel,
remember this:
our problems
become God’s
opportunities.
“He works all
things after the
counsel of His
own will”

easily spread the gospel. God was weaving a
spectacular tapestry through the suffering of
Israel. Without the Babylonian captivity there
would be no Israel, no cross, no Christianity,
and no Western civilization. Who could have
guessed this beyond mind-boggling plan of
God?

Joseph’s brothers were envious toward him
(Genesis 37:12-36) and, to get rid of him, sold
him as a slave to the Egyptians. But God had a
different plan. We read: “As for you, you meant
evil against me, but God meant it for good, to
bring it about that many people should be kept
alive, as they are today” [Genesis 50:19]. We
read the story of Moses in the Book of Exodus.
Moses’ mother put him in a basket, placed itin
the river of Nile, and the tide carried him to
Pharaoh’s daughter who adopted him and
brought him up as a prince for forty years,
probably to become the next Pharaoh of Egypt.
As a slave, Moses’ mother

hard to see God’s hand at work, especially
when trouble’s knocking on your door in the
form of a diagnosis you dreaded, a runaway
child, a partner who wants out of the marriage,
or a financial setback you’re not sure you’ll
survive. God is not moved by circumstances,
and you must not be either. He will lead you
through anything if you will just hang in there
and follow Him. This means being diligent in
prayer and unwavering in faith on God’s Word
and His promises to you.

His plans for us are good. We wait on the
Lord for answers, but delayed response make
us nervous, or waiver. When the crisis you're
facing makes you want to throw in the towel,
remember this: our problems become God’s
opportunities. “He works all things after the
counsel of His own will” (Ephesians 1:11).
Remember that sincerity won’t protect you from
poor judgment. He loves to transform our most
costly mistakes into priceless

couldn’t have introduced himto  /~

"\ gems of wisdom, our bruised

Pharaoh’s daughter. But God
could. And He did. Moses going
from a prince to a shepherd
was God preparing him for one
of the greatest assignments of
all time: the exodus.

Phillip the apostle was
asked to leave Samaria (from
a booming ministry) to go to
Gaza. As a result, a national
figure, an Ethiopian, heard the

Phillip the apostle
was asked to leave
Samaria (from a
booming ministry) to
go to Gaza. As a
result a national
figure, an Ethiopian,
heard the gospel
and spread the
gospel in his nation.

and bleeding places into greater
strength, and our deepest fears
into unshakeable faith — once
we start seeing them as part of
His master plan! Today God
wants to bring His purposes to
pass in your life in ways that
will astonish you. So stay in
step with Him, keep trusting,
and refuse to give place to
discouragement no matter

gospel and spread the gospel \_

Y, what. God may not reveal all His

in his nation. Paul the Pharisee
with special privilege among the Jews, hater of
Jesus’ followers, an accomplice to killing many
Christians, became a preacher of the gospel.
Paul’s detour with the Macedonian call (Acts
16: 6, 7, 9) and Lydia’s conversion opened a
great ministry there. Jonah’s detour through the
great fish’s belly was planned by God so that
the people of Nineveh could repent of their sin
and escape God’s wrath.

Nothing shocks God or catches Him off
guard. He didn’t panic when Adam sinned in
the Garden. He didn’t freak out when the world
grew so sinful that he had to send a flood to
cleanse and start it over again. Sodom and
Gomorrah didn’t make Him gasp. That’s
because God always has a plan. And He’s got
one for your life too. It’s detailed, timely, well-
oiled, perfectly orchestrated, and when you fully
grasps it you'll be thrilled! But sometimes it's

plans for you fully. If He did, as
humans we may not be able to handle it all
together.

Sometimes that means that you will be left
in a quandary about what to do. And that is
okay because He is in control and teaching you
how to have faith. He patiently and lovingly
unveils His path for you as you spend time with
Him in the Word and in prayer. He helps you
understand His will and all you need to know to
step forward in obedience. So when you don’t
understand what to do, sit at Jesus’ feet and
seek His wisdom, believing His ways are higher
than ours. He will not only show you what to do
but He will reveal Himself and His purpose in
ways that will change your life forever. His
purpose is not to destroy you but to build you
powerfully — bringing you to a position of
maximum wholeness in His Kingdom. You may
have a difficult time in giving up control — most
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of us do. God alone knows what it takes to
transform you and give you the ultimate blessing
of a meaningful and eternally fruitful life.

When the Lord reveals His direction, you
may think, “That’s not what most people do”.
But if you want the wisdom and power of God,
you must take the leap and trust Him by doing
what He says. Because then He solves your
troubles in the way only He can. If you wait for
the perfect conditions you will never get anything
done [Ecclesiastes 11:4]. That means we have
to relinquish something important in our lives,
or permit our dreams to be shattered for God to
fulfill His plans for our lives. God wants you to
arrive where He wants you to go more than you
want to arrive where God wants you to go. And
if you keep in step with the Spirit, God will make
certain you arrive where He wants you to go.
God has unsurpassed ability to make intelligent
decisions on our behalf.

Despite your disappointments, remember

consider light traveling 186,000 miles per
second only takes 8 minutes to travel the 93
million miles between the sun and the planet
earth. But the light from the farthest galaxy takes
12.3 billion light years to reach earth. That
distance is virtually incomprehensible. And God
says that is about the distance between our
thoughts and His thoughts. Our best thought
about God on our best day falls 12.3 billion light
years short of how great and good God really
is. May be it is time to stop putting God in a
box of the size of our cerebral cortex. May be it
is time to stop creating God in our image and
let Him create you in His. Remember God can
do things just no one can do.

God always knows the best possible
outcome in every situation. He always has
complete and perfect knowledge of innumerable
relevant factors in every situation that enable
Him to know the best way to achieve the best
outcome. He cannot increase in wisdom

that God is sovereignly leading e

N\ because there is no limits to His

your steps on a path that will
bring Him glory, and you the
most benefit as you abandon
yourself to His care. The Lord’s
work in you is preparation for the
work He wants to do through
you. He is not trying to
disappoint you, or cause you
pain. He may be saving you from
a disaster. God allows certain
situations to build character in
us.

We often look at our

God always knows
the best possible
outcome in every
situation. He has
complete and perfect
knowledge of relevant
factors in every
situation that enable
Him to know the best
way to achieve the
best outcome.

boundless and infinite wisdom.
An infinitely wise God must work
in a manner not to be improved
upon by finite creatures.
Therefore, He can accomplish
His predestined goals with
unmatchable precision.
Everything God does is forever.
Nothing can be added to or taken
from it. “So we are convinced that
every detail of our lives is
continually woven together to fit
into God'’s perfect plan of bringing

unfinished lives in the same way \.
we might look at a blank canvas in the
possession of an artist. The artist look at the
canvas, takes out a pencil and draws a couple
of broad strokes and then looks at it again. The
artist is thinking about the end result even
though he had drawn only a couple of seemingly
meaningless strokes. That may not make any
sense to the ordinary viewer. In the same way
God has a vision for your life. You are a work in
progress. God is not finished with you yet.
Your internal picture of God decides how you
see everything else. The majority of our troubles
are not circumstantial; they are perceptual. We
can trace our biggest problems back to an
insufficient understanding of who God is.Abest-
selling author informs us: “Astronomers have
spied galaxies 12.3 billion light-years away from
earth. To put this distance into perspective,

/ good into our lives, for we are His
lovers who have been called to fulfill His
designed purpose” [Romans 8:28 TPT].

We need to pray for God to transform our
thoughts to be like His thoughts in accordance
with Isaiah 55:8-9, for God to help us to think in
ways that are pure and holy. Also, to help us to
desire that which He desires, and to want what
He wants. Let God help us to look at things
around us especially in our lives, in our families,
in our work places, in the communities where
we live in His perspective. If God makes detours
for you, be grateful. He knows exactly what He
is doing. God’s thoughts are immeasurably
higher than our thoughts. He has eternity in
mind. He knows all about us from the beginning
to the end. Rejoice for all the detours we

experience in life.
|

We often look at
our unfinished
lives in the same
way we might
look at a blank
canvas in the
possession of an
artist. The artist
looks at the
canvas, takes out
a pencil and
draws a couple
of broad strokes
and then looks at
it again. The
artist is thinking
about the end
result even
though he had
drawn only a
couple of
seemingly
meaningless
strokes. That
may not make
any sense to the
ordinary viewer.
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New Series:

Theme: Practical Life Instructions from
Book of James

Devotional: ONE

(¥

Our FAITH without WORKS is
USELESS & INEFFECTIVE!

“What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith
but does not have works? Can faith save him? If a brother or sister
is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them,
“Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them
the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?
Thus, also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead”
(James 2:14-17)

J

In the above passage, James tackles the
important relationship between faith and works
in the life of a Christian believer. Is faith alone
sufficient in the life of a child of God? Or, should
our faith be accompanied by our works, which
is ‘faith in action’? Genuine faith will naturally
produce good works; the two complement each
other. Works are actions which follow the “royal
law” of love (vv. 8, 15, 16). What James was
implying is that our faith in Jesus Christ will
demonstrate itself in our sincere love for others,
which was what our Lord Jesus Christ had
commanded His disciples in John 13:34, 35:
“A new commandment | give to you, that you
love one another; as | have loved you, that you
also love one another. By this all will know that
you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another’.

So, the obvious answer to the question
posed by James “Can faith save us?” is that

our faith without works cannot save us. Faith
that yields no deeds is not saving faith. The
New Testament teaches that we get justified
when we have true faith in Christ, but thereatter,
our faith should be accompanied by our works,
which is evident to the world by the fruit we
bear. On this subject, this was what our Lord
Jesus Christ had categorically stated as well:
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does
the will of My Father in heaven” (Matthew 7:21).

Thus, James does not set faith against
works, but rather discusses two kinds of faith:
a dead faith and a saving faith. Saving faith is
not simply an empty claim (vv. 14-17), but which
produces an obedient life (vv. 21-26). James
insists that a faith that does not result in good
works cannot save, and gives three arguments
in support of this truth:

1. Faith without works is no better than

January 2025

Suvartha



4

= 18

1y

15 |

"'Eﬂ"".l t

FAITH HITHIJUT_ WORRS

i e T

1S DEAD!

-if:'g: T K

words without deeds (vv. 15-17).

2. Faith can be neither seen nor verified
unless it shows itself in works (v. 18).

3. Even the demons have an intellectual
belief in God, but it does not lead to their
salvation (v. 19).

This teaching of James reflects neither a
negative nor a positive response to the teachings
of Apostle Paul in his Roman epistle. James
does not contradict Paul, and both affirm that
true saving faith results in a changed life as
evidenced by works. For Paul, justification is
by faith (Romans 4:5). For James, justification
is by a faith that works - by a genuine faith that
manifests itself in post-conversion works. Thus,
faith by itself if it does not have works, is dead!
A faith without works is not real faith at all.

In order to prove his point, James introduces
two people: one has neither adequate daily food
nor clothing, but the other has both but is not
willing to share them. When the latter says a
benediction to the former without actually
helping him, it is of no use at all. Similarly, when
Christian believers say empty platitudes without
actually helping those in physical need, what
doth it profit? How many words can fill a hungry
stomach? What James is emphasizing is that

we are not saved by a faith of words only but by
that kind of faith which results in a life of good
works. In other words, works are not the root of
salvation but the fruit. Calvin has thus remarked:
“We are saved by faith alone, but not by a faith
that is alone.”

Thus, true faith and good works go hand in
hand, and they are two parts of God’s work in
us. Faith brings a person to salvation and works
bring that person to fruitfulness. Faith is the
cause; works are the effect. What matters is
not faith and works, it is not faith or works; rather
it is faith that works! Our good works will affirm
that our faith is real and prove the truthfulness
of our words. Thus, true saving faith is seen in
activity, and it is something that motivates our
life so that we think of others and serve them.
That is exactly what Apostle Paul means when
he writes that we “have been saved through
faith” for “good works”!

“For by grace you have been saved through
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them”

(Ephesians 2:8-10) -

James does not
contradict Paul,
and both affirm
that true saving
faith results in a
changed life as
evidenced by
works. For Paul,
justification is by
faith For James,
justification is by
a faith that works
- by a genuine
faith that
manifests itself
in post-
conversion
works. Thus,
faith by itself if it
does not have
works, is dead!
A faith without
works is not real
faith at all.
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The Life of Trust & Obedience
, [ J o .
And God’s Faithfulness (Genesis 26:12-32)
“Isaac planted crops in that land and the same year reaped a hundredfold,
because the Lord blessed him” (Genesis 26:12).
“Isaac built an altar there and called on the name of the Lord. There he pitched his tent,
\_ and there his servants dug a well” (Genesis 26:25) )

The story narrated in Genesis
26:12-32 presents a significant episode
in the life of Isaac, showing how he
navigates a period of severe famine in
the land of Gerar and the challenges
that arise as he seeks to follow God'’s
direction. This passage offers a deeper
understanding of Isaac’s faith and
God’s provision in the midst of
hardship.

Importance of trusting in God
during times of famine
(Genesis 26:12-14)

“Isaac planted crops in that land
and the same year reaped a
hundredfold, because the Lord
blessed him”.

In this passage, Isaac is livingin a
time of famine, a situation similar to
many of us facing challenges today.
God commands Isaac to stay in Gerar,
a place where they are expected to be
treated roughly and chewed up. A
famine represents a lack of resources
and uncertainty in survival. This is a
place where war-like people are
present, and Isaac is told that his will
for him is not easy or comfortable. The
Philistines are all around him, and they
are going to drag him off and treat him
ugly. Isaac, despite a famine, chooses
to trust God and invest in crops, an
act of faith that requires an uncertain
return. This act of faith serves as a
reminder that even in difficult times,
God’s faithfulness can multiply our
efforts in ways we cannot imagine. By
trusting in God, we can overcome
obstacles and achieve greater success
inour lives.

To give you a good illustration:
There was a man who got lost in the

4 N
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desert. After wandering around for a
long time his throat became very dry,
about that time he saw a little shack
in the distance. He made his way over
to the shack and found a water pump

This act of faith serves as a
reminder that even in difficult
times, God’s faithfulness can
multiply our efforts in ways we
cannot imagine. By trusting in

God, we can overcome
obstacles and achieve greater
success in our lives.

with a small jug of water and a note.The
note read: “Pour all the water into the
top of the pump to prime it, if you do
this you will get all the water you need”.
Now the man had a choice to make, if
he trusted the note and poured the
water in and it worked he would have
all the water he needed. If it didn’t work
he would still be thirsty and he might
die. Or he could choose to drink the
water in the jug and get immediate
satisfaction, but it might not be enough

and he still might die.

After thinking about it the man
decided to risk it. He poured the entire
jug into the pump and began to work
the handle, at first nothing happened
and he got a little scared but he kept
going and water started coming out.
So much water came out he drank all
he wanted, took a shower, and filled
all the containers he could find.

Why not prime the pump in our lives
and experience the abundant flow of
the Spirit of God again in our lives.
Maybe we need to take a step and
prime the pump once againto see the
flow of the Holy Spirit in and through
our lives. This highlights the importance
of trusting God in times of famine.
Some of the greatest things God will
do in your life is not when you’re on
top of the mountain and everything’s
blessed. But some of the greatest
things God will do for you is if you learn
to stand in the middle of the famine
and keep sowing the truth of God’s word
until you see it break through.

The Reality of Conflict and
Rejection (Genesis 26:15-22)

“Isaac’s servants dug in the valley
and discovered a well of fresh water
there. But the herders of Gerar
quarreled with Isaac’s herders”.

Isaac’s experience highlights the
reality of conflict in any context of life.
Whether in the workplace, family, or
community, facing rejection and
opposition is an inevitable part of life.
It may stem from jealousy, competition
or fear of someone else’s success.
When we achieve something, whether
it's personal growth, professional
advancement or spiritual progress,
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there are always those who might feel
threatened by it. Isaac’s story is
timeless in this respect - his success
caused discomfort to others, leading
to their attempts to hinder his
progress.

Just as Isaac faced rejection for his
blessings, we too will encounter
opposition when we follow God’s path,
or even when we simply seek to do
good in the world. People may criticize,
misunderstand, or even actively work
against us. However, the key lesson
we can take from Isaac’s response is
how he handled the conflict.

What stands out in Isaac’s
response to these challenges is that
he did not retaliate, engage in conflict,
or try to fight back. When the
Philistines rejected him and took
control of his wells, he didn’t let it turn
into a bitter rivalry. Instead, Isaac
chose a path of peace. He simply
moved on, dug more wells and
continued with his work. Even in the
face of repeated rejection, he refused
to allow the situation to escalate into
hostility.

This peaceful, non-retaliatory
approach teaches us a valuable lesson
in handling conflict. When faced with
opposition, especially unjust
opposition, we may feel the urge to
defend ourselves or refaliate. However,
Isaac’s example shows us that there
is a higher way: the path of humility
and grace. His decision to keep moving
forward, undeterred by others’ actions,
reflects a deep trust in God’s plan and
provision.

Isaac’s Faith Through
Challenges (Genesis 26:23-25)

“Isaac built an altar there and
called on the name of the Lord. There
he pitched his tent, and there his
servants dug a well’.

Isaac’s response to the trials he
faced - rejection, hardship, and
opposition is profound. After
experiencing the bitterness of being
rejected and having his hard work
undone, Isaac finds a moment of peace
and reaffirmation in his relationship

with God. He builds an altar and calls
on the name of the Lord, signaling that
his ultimate source of security and
strength lies not in his material
possessions, success, or the land he
occupies, but in his deep, personal
connection with God.

Isaac’s decision to build an altar
and seek God’s presence underscores
the importance of anchoring our lives
in a relationship with God. The altar
he built was a sign of devotion, and
calling on God’s name was an act of
trust. In the same way, we are called
to anchor our lives not in the temporary
comforts of the world but in the

Isaac’s journey reminds us
that God’s faithfulness is not
conditional on our perfection.
Despite his flaws, mistakes,

and struggles, Isaac
experienced God’s blessing
because of his trust and
willingness to pursue peace.
God honored Isaac’s heart and
actions.

enduring presence of God. This doesn’t
mean that other aspects of life, like
work, relationships, or personal
achievement, are unimportant—they
have their place—but they should not
be our primary source of security.
When we face hardship, rejection,
or loss, we can take a cue from Isaac:
we can return to God, rebuild our altars,
and call on His name. Doing so
reminds us that God is our constant
protector and our provider. Our
relationship with Him remains secure,
even when everything else is uncertain.
Just as Isaac found peace in God’s
presence, we too can experience the
stability and strength that comes from
walking closely with the Lord.

God’s Faithfulness

(Genesis 26:26-32)
In Isaac’s journey, after enduring
multiple rounds of conflict, he is finally

recognized by Abimelech, the king of
Gerar, who acknowledges that Isaac’s
prosperity and success are the result
of God’s blessing. Despite the repeated
rejection and opposition he faced,
Isaac does not allow bitterness or
anger to take hold of him. Isaac’s
response to the conflict with the
Philistines and his eventual recognition
by Abimelech highlights an important
principle, Isaac chose peace over
revenge. When people wronged him,
he didn’t retaliate or hold a grudge.
Instead, he welcomed them with
hospitality and kindness, even inviting
them to share in a feast.

Isaac’s ability to pursue peace,
even when wronged, is an example of
how trust in God can guide us through
difficult situations. When we trust that
God is in control, we can approach
conflict and adversity with a heart of
peace, rather than responding out of
anger or fear. Isaac’s story shows that
peace is not just about avoiding conflict
but also about seeking restoration and
reconciliation, even when it seems hard
orundeserved.

Isaac’s journey reminds us that
God'’s faithfulness is not conditional on
our perfection. Despite his flaws,
mistakes, and struggles, lsaac
experienced God’s blessing because
of his trust and willingness to pursue
peace. God honored Isaac’s heart and
actions, proving that His faithfulness
is rooted in His promises, not our
performance. This is a powerful
encouragement for us to trust in God’s
faithfulness, knowing that even when
we fall short, He remains true to His
word and will work in and through us,
bringing reconciliation and peace to our
lives. Isaac chose to trust God and
invest in his land during times of famine,
knowing that God’s faithfulness would
sustain him. It reminds us that even in
challenging circumstances, God’s
blessings can emerge if we remain
faithful and trust in His promises. May
we, like Isaac, dig deeper wells of faith,
knowing that God’s promises endure
forever and that He will always see us
through our challenges. ®
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Bible Study
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Pure and undefiled religion
"“If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart,
this person's religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before
God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction,
and to keep oneself unstained from the world" (James 1:26-27)

\ J

After reading about the one who
keeps the Word of God and abides in
it, James explains what pure and
undefiled religion is here. We can say
that this is a definition of religion. What
is the relationship between the Word
of God and religion? Religion is charity
that springs from the purity of the heart
that comes through hearing and
obeying the Word of God.

[ A Bridle of the Tongue }

“If anyone thinks he is religious and
does not bridle his tongue but deceives
his heart, this person&#39;s religion
is worthless.” James connects verse
26 with the theme of “being slow to
speak”in 1:19. The essence of saying
slow to speak is that we need to
control our tongue. What happens if
we don’t control our tongue? When he
explains godliness by saying, “If any
of you bridleth not his tongue, but
deceiveth his own heart,” he teaches
that where there is an uncontrolled
tongue, there is a deceived heart. That

is what happens with an uncontrolled
tongue. “The heart of a fool is in his
mouth, but the mouth of a wise man is
in his heart” (Benjamin Franklin). An
uncontrolled tongue and a deceived
heart go together.

If you think of godliness, the word
godly is the word threskos in the
original language. This is the only time
in the New Testament that this word is
seen. It denotes existential religion.
Existential religion is an external
framework of rituals. But true religion
is not just threskos. There is another
word for it in Greek, eusebeia. It is
religion that is the manifestation of inner
purity. True religion is not external
rituals; it is a living charity that flows
from inner purity.

An uncontrolled tongue can
produce an unceasing flow of pious
words, but it has no action; therefore,
no cost. It is empty. The original word
mataios means aimless, empty,
useless, baseless, and hollow. Religion
that flows from the tongue without
action is empty; it must be controlled.

True religion is the religion that flows
from the heart and is accompanied by
action. When James speaks of
religion, John speaks of love asfollows:
But if anyone has this world’s goods
and sees his brother in need and closes
his heart from him, how does the love
of God abide in him? Little children,
let us notlove in word or tongue, butin
deed and truth (1 John 3:17-18). True
religion is synonymous with love in
action. True love and religion have a
cost. Those who practice empty
religion through words may think that
they are religious. This is a deception;
their words may be full of religion but
their hearts are empty. There is no
harmony between the tongue and the
heart in matters of religion. This is the
third warning against being deceived
(1:16, 22, 26).

The work of true religion will be
much greater.

The use of a bridle over the tongue
in James' writing reveals the power of
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the tongue. The tongue is more powerful
than the power of a horse. If the tongue
were not powerful, there would be no
need for a bridle. Animal power is
controlled in the right way. Just as an
animal needs to be restrained by a
bridle, so too the tongue needs to be
restrained. Otherwise, like an
unbridled wild animal, the tongue will
cause destruction through its wayward
wanderings. An unbridled tongue, a
deceitful heart, and the self- conceit of
being a devotee are the inseparable
parts of empty religion. Abridled tongue
and an honest heart are the inseparable
parts of perfect religion; he does not
think himself as a religious devotee.

affliction and keeping oneself
unspotted from the world.

True religion to God above must
be revealed to men below.

[ The Two Aspects of Religion ]

Pure and perfect religion has two
aspects.

1. The positive aspect

2. The negative aspect.

James first mentions the positive
aspect. The positive aspect of religion
is visiting the orphans and widows in
their affliction. The orphans and widows
are representatives of those who suffer
financial hardship. The orphans and
widows are under God'’s special care
(Psalm 68:5; 146:9; Proverbs 15:25).

The suffering of orphans and widows
is financial. Their financial suffering can
cause mental and physical suffering.
Visiting them is religion. When James
says to visit them here, he does not
mean merely visiting them, praying for
them, and returning with kind words.
That is a passive visit, or a religion
without action. True religion is active;
it has actions. The root word
episkesptomai has the meanings of
visiting, giving attention, protecting,
and caring (Luke 1:68; 7:16; Acts 6:3;
7:23; 15:14; Hebrews 2:6; Matthew

25:36-43).

The positive aspect of

Pure and

unadulterated religion
before God

Pure religion is perfect
religion. The Greek word

True religion is active; it has actions. The
root word episkesptomai has the meanings
of visiting, giving attention, protecting,

and caring

religion is the active visit
made with the good intention
of providing financial support
to those in distress. The
negative aspect of true

catharos has a common

religion is to keep oneself

meaning of being undefiled,

unblemished, and pure as crystal
(Revelation 22:1). But in a spiritual
sense it can mean being free from guilt
and the taint of sin (Matthew 5:8; John
13:10,11; 15:3; 1 Timothy 1:5; 3:9;
James 1:27). Full religion is also pure.
The Greek word translated pure here
is amiantos. It is the state of being
undefiled and having nothing in itself
to defile (Hebrews 7:26; 13:4; 1 Peter
1:4). James uses these two
synonymous words to describe religion
before God. Through this, he shows
that the nature of religion is holiness.
There should be no impurity in even
the smallest cell of religion. It is visiting
the orphans and widows in their

They had a law that gave special
consideration to orphans and widows
in Israel (Exodus 22:22; Deuteronomy
14:29; Isaiah 1:17; 7:6). The early
Christian church also had a system of
widow care (Acts 6:1-8; 1 Timothy5:4).

Among the Jews, widows did not
have their own property. The widow’s
portion went to her eldest son. The
closest relatives were responsible for
their care. However, they received very
little financial support. In that situation,
they often suffered from hunger, were
sold into slavery, or were reduced to
beggars. James is speaking of them
here.

unspotted from the world.
Here the word “world” means the world
system apart from God (Galatians
6:14; Ephesians 2:2;
James 4:4; 2 Peter 1:4; 2:20;
1 John 2:15-17; 4:5; 5:4-5). Good things
can be done with wrong motives.
James does not rule out the possibility
of impurity while practicing pure
godliness. The word “stain” (v. 27)
means a moral or ethical deficiency
(1 Timothy 6:4; 1 Peter 1:19; 2 Peter
3:14). While visiting and providing
financial assistance to those in need,
godly people also have the
responsibility to protect themselves
morally. That is the practical aspect of
true religion. o

(&

"But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart
from him, how does the love of God abide in him? My little children, let us not love in word or
in tongue, but in deed and in truth" (1 John 3:17-18)

“But God forbid that | should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
the world has been crucified to me, and | to the world" (Galatians 6:14)

“Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace,
without spot and blameless" (2 Peter 3:14)

J
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@ The unique Jesus Christ:

Jesus Christ and Truth

Jesus Christ came from the Father
“full of Grace and Truth" (John 1:17)
and He Himself testified that He came
into the world to tetify to the truth and
every one on the side of the truth
listens to Him (John 18:37). Jesus told
clearly that when we hold His
teachings we know the truth and truth
will set us free (John 8:32). Word of
God is truth and we must stand for truth

The first century followers of Christ
were recognized as they tesified the
truth about Christ and lived by His
grace (Acts 4:33).

| remember when | was young,
Pentecostals were known as truth
speaking people and they would not
tell lies even if they lose their heads.
Only through grace of Christ and power
of Holy Spirit we can stand for truth.
The present day Pentecostals should
have self introspection and see how
the world is testifying about them. We
study Scriptures because of our thirst
for truth and word of our Lord. When
we learn truth we must be strong in
grace and stand for the truth.

When we love Christ we

4 )

b

Pastor John Mathew
Bangalore

. J

should walk in truth (3 John 1:3). We
should love the truth and believe the
truth (2 Thessalonians 2:10,12). When
we speak the truth we speak Christ’s
language because Jesus reiterated “|
tell you the truth” in the beginning of
every statement. Lost son knew the
truth that he led a sinful life and he
returned to his loving Father (Luke
15:17).

For a Christian truth is not guess
work but reality of the Word of God.
Our doctrines and preachings should

He is the only Truth and the Way. If
any Christian is not accepting this
fundamentaltruth, he is against Truth
and the Word of God. There are many
popular speakers who attract
thousands of people and heal the sick
performing miracles but speak utter
lies. Jesus said clearly that Satan is
father of lies and not holding to the
truth, murderer from the beginning for
there is no truth in him (John 8:44).
When we talk lies we speak the
language of the devil (John 8:45).
Most people speak lies to get

money. When we’ * love money with
greed and live for money we may have
to tell lies. We have to be content in
life. Jesus told us “we must store up
for ourselves treasures in heaven
because where our treasure is there
our hearts will also be” (Matthew 6:19-
21). We cannot serve both God and
Mammon (Matthew 6:24). Our God
knows what we need . He will meet all
our needs according to his glorious
riches in Christ Jesus (Philippians
4:19). He has not promised to meet

/

~N all our wants and desires, but

should know love is awareness

needs. Jesus advised us

of God’s purpose in our life, and
we should live to fulfill God’s
purpose.

It is not easy to stand for
truth in this evil world and that

We know God sees us, Jesus Christ is
with us and Holy Spirit guides us. Then how
can then tell lies? Yes, we need power of

the Holy Spirit to lead a truthful life.
Jesus is truth.

“seek first His Kingdom and
his righteousness and all
things will be given to you”
(Matthew 6:33). We must be
faithful and truthful in financial

is why our God sent us Spirit

) matters. .As Gloria sang we

of Truth (John 14:16,17) to help
and guide us in truth. When we know
the truth of our sinful life we confess
our sins and accept Jesus Christ as
our Saviour and become Christians,
followers of Jesus Christ. We know
God sees us, Jesus Christ is with us
and Holy Spirit guides us. Then how
can then tell lies? Yes, we need power
of the Holy Spirit to lead a truthful life.
Jesus is truth (John 14:6,11). We

be based on the truth of the Word and
not on prosperity/popularity driven
messages (2 Timothy 4:3). When a
Christian leader says all religions are
path to God and heaven, he is

contradicting Christ’s truth that Jesus
is the only way to salvation and heaven
(John 14:6, Acts 4:12). Christian truth
is that all human beings are sinners
and Jesus Christ is the only Saviour.

can also sing “because He
lives | can face tomorrow. He holds the
future”.

When we worship God “in Spirit and
in truth” (John 4:24) how can we utter
lies? Liars are equal to murderers
(Revelation 21:7,8) and their last place
will be in the lake of burning fire. We
must be faithful and truthful in our
words. Many of Christian ministers tell
lies when they feel inferiority complex.
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They utterly make up stories about
number of people they baptized or the
number of healings that happened in
their ministry. They must have courage
to face facts and overcome inferiority
complex and never use lies. Some
people lie to cover up their crimes.
When lies and false doctrines come
from pulpits and from the mouth of a
Christian, the spirit of devil comes in
the church and in homes. All

meetings. Do not please leaders with
false words. We must remember “we
will have to give account on the day of
judgment for every word we have
spoken” ( Matthew 12:36). In Physics
we study that the sound waves will
never be destroyed in the air. Our role
model is Jesus Christ who never spoke
lies in His life. His language was
simple and sweet showing dignity in

imperfect lives and false doctrines to
look better or justifiable. As somebody
rightly said: “present day doctrine is
God without judgment, Christ without
salvation and Holy Spirit without
holiness”.

Jesus Christ promised He will
come (John 14:3) and His words are
true. Then why He did not come so
far? Answer is:

(1) Gospel of the Kingdom

teachings and messages

will be preached in the whole

from the pulpit must be tested
against God’s truth in the
Word of God because the
spirit of antichrist is now
already in the world (1John
4:3). As scripture says, no
teaching or doctrine should
be accepted as true merely K

When lies and false doctrines come from
pulpits and from the mouth of a Christian, the
spirit of devil comes in the church and in
homes. All teachings and messages from the
pulpit must be tested against God’s truth in the
Word of God because the spirit of antichrist is

now already in the world.

world and the end will come
(Matthew 24:14, Mark 16:15,
1 Corinthians 9:16,17) and
hence we are responsible for
not proclaiming the Good News
to the whole world,

(2) Lord does not want
anyone to perish but everyone

J to repentance (2 Peter 3:9) and

on the basis of popularity or
miracles performed by the preacher.
Let us stand for the truth.

We should use only truth in our
family life. Teach our children truth and
bring them up in truth because truth
sets us free. In our official and spiritual
life we should use only truth. Do not
use false flattering and boasting in our

conversation. He never used obscene
jokes in His life. Let us stand for truth
Once | read a story that a cleaning
woman used to hang the picture of the
leaning Tower of Pisa slanding in order
to make the tower look straight!
Likewise some people have the habit
of twisting the Scripture to make their

(3) His followers (we) have forsaken
our first love for the Lord (Revelation
2:4). He is waiting for repentance and
restoration to first love. He wants to
rescue all from the coming wrath (1
Thessalonians 1:10). Let us do our
duty so that our Lord will come soon.
Let us stand for truth in our life. @

-~

~

Quotes on "Truth of the Gospel"

"And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.
And great grace was upon them all" Acts 4:33)

"And | will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever -
the Spirit of truth" (John 14:16,17)

‘Jesus said to him, “l am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father

except through Me" (John 14:6)

"For | rejoiced greatly when brethren came and testified of the truth that is in you, just as you walk in
the truth. | have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth" (3 John vs+.3,4)

“The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying
wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive
the love of the truth, that they might be saved" (2 Thesselonians 2:9,10)

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires,
because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their
Y ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables" (2 Timothy 4:3,4)

J
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Overcome Depression with GOD's Help!

“Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God,
for | shall yet praise Him for the help of His countenance" (Psalm 42:5)

Depression is a widespread
condition affecting millions of people,
Christians and non-Christians alike.
Those suffering from depression can
experience intense feelings of
sadness, anger, hopelessness, fatigue
and variety of other symptoms. They
may begin to feel useless and even
suicidal, losing interest in things and
people that they once enjoyed.
Depression is often triggered by life
circumstances, such as loss of job,
death of loved ones, sickness, divorce,
financial struggles, sudden shock from
unexpected circumstances and
psychological problems such as
abuse, low esteem, etc.

Well, life has its difficulties.
Everybody has burdens and worries
about future. How can we overcome
them? The Bible tells us to be filled
with joy and praise (Philippians 4:4;
Romans 15:11), so God apparently
intends for us all to live joyful lives. God
created us. We lose our purpose when
we move away from the creator and
our lives lose their meaning when God
is not with us. To find our purpose, we
need to move back to the creator. He
alone can provide meaning and
purpose. You might think there is no
solution right now for your problem, but
God can open the way for you.
Spending time with God by reading His
Scripture and praying to Him is our
lifeline for peace and happiness. It
helps us to know what God wants us
to do. Jesus said, “Come to me, all
you who are weary and burdened and |
will give you rest”.We are the children
of the Most High God. He wants to fill
our lives with peace. Jesus wants to
heal all the broken pieces of our hearts.
Are we ready to run to Jesus’ arms
today? Your life is precious.

( )

Aksa Melvin

S >/

Independent of your past life, Jesus
loves you and cares for your future. Do
not lose hope.

Biblical Characters who have
gone through Depression:

Many heroes of the Bible also have
gone through similar paths but God
was able to bring them out from
depression. | would like to share the
experience of some personalities from
the Bible who have gone through
depression due to various reasons but
how God helped them overcome it.

The best example from the Old
Testament is Job. He was a man who
was blameless and upright, he feared
God and shunned evil and was
wealthiest of all in the East. But one
fine day all his blessings were taken
away from him. Job had suffered
depression during his ordeal. For
example, his own wife who was
supposed to stand by him, at one point
asked him, “Are you still holding on to
your integrity? Curse God and die” (Job
2:9). In Job 3:11, Job himself said, “Why
did | not perish at birth, and die as |
came from the womb"? Later in the
same chapter in verse 26 he says, “/

have no peace, no quietness; | have
no rest, but only turmoil”. All these
verses clearly describe that he had
undergone depression. But this is not
the end of the story, for God did restore
to Job what was lost and much more.

Another example is of Jeremiah
who struggled with loneliness, feeling
of defeat, insecurity and likely
depression. “Cursed be the day | was
born...why did | ever come out of the
womb to see trouble and sorrow and
to end my days in shame?” (Jeremiah
20:14,18).

Another prophet, Elijah, who had
won a great victory against the
prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel in
(1 Kings 18), is fleeing from the wrath
of Jezebel, fearing for his life in 19th
chapter. He felt defeated, depressed,
hoping to die. In fact, Elijah appears
to be depressed and at least passively
suicidal!

Elijah was discouraged, weary and
afraid. He came to a broom bush, sat
down under it, and prayed that he might
die. ‘I have had enough, Lord,” he said.
“Take my life; | am no better than my
ancestors” (1 Kings 19:4). Of course,
the Lord ministered to Elijah and the
rest of the story is an amazing recovery
for the prophet Elijah.

Then there is David, my favorite Old
Testament hero. He was a man after
God's own heart, this was said by the
Lord Himself. David won many victories
in the name of the Lord. He was
anointed to be king in his teens, but
he spent his youth (15 years) being
chased from cave to cave by Saul, who
wanted him dead. David experienced
years of trauma. When he finally
became King of Israel, he fought many
battles and won many victories for the
Lord. Nevertheless, at one point he
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was confronted with his own sin and
went through many difficult family
situations for the rest of his life because
of it. There were some terrible

moments in David’s life. David gives
some clues in the Psalms that he often
struggled with depression. For

example, “l am troubled, | am bowed
down greatly; | go mourning all the day
long. ... | groan because of the turmoil
of my heart” (Psalm 38:6, 8). “Why are
you cast down, O my soul? And why
are you disquieted within me? Hope in
God, for | shall yet praise Him for the
help of His countenance. ... For You
are the God of my strength ...” (Psalm
42:5; 43:2). Of course, David repented

to the point of death; remain here and
keep watch” (Mark 14:34-36). In the
book of Luke, we are told that the
Lord’s mental anguish was so great
that He sweat drops of blood. It
definitely was mental anguish of a
severity that no other man had ever
experienced.

Of course, Jesus was there to do
the will of the Father, which took pre-
eminence over His emotional state. He
would ask for this cup to pass if
possible, nevertheless, “not what I will
but what you will” (Mark 14:36). Christ
knows the frailties and weakness of
our flesh, because He has experienced
the human condition. Christ was tested

this question. There are not simple
answers. However, the Bible does give
some wisdom in the first chapter of 2
Corinthians. These verses give some
insight to this question and perhaps
some comfort to those who suffer with
depression. Christians are not exempt
from illness and other difficulties (2
Corinthians 1:1-7). We get saved by
the blood of Jesus. In this life, many
trials will still come. There are things
we can learn only through our
suffering. The Bible says that even
Jesus learned obedience by things he
suffered (Hebrews 5:8). Paul also says
that others are comforted through our
sufferings. God comforts us and we in
turn comfort others. Paul

of his sin and God surely

helped him all the days of his
life.

In the New Testament,
one of the best examples of
depression can be found in

The promises of God remain current even
when we are depressed. Nothing we face in this
world can nullify the promises of God. We need

only to believe. It is by faith we stand firm.

goes on to say we have
troubles and problems (like
depression) so that we can
claim the promises of God
(2 Corinthians 1:12-24). No

the Apostle Paul. In

matter how many promises

1 Corinthians 1:3-8, Paul
writes about being in complete despair
and says, “burdened beyond our
strength ....”. One might think that Paul
never felt bad about his past once he
was saved and filled with the Spirit. |
believe he often battled in his mind due
to his past experiences. Try to imagine
Paul’s thought life at times. After all,
he was responsible for killing Stephen
and many other Christians before his
conversion. The enemy loves to project
guilt from our past and beat us over
the head with it. There are other verses
that give us hints to Paul’s struggle in
his own mind. It seems clear that he
struggled with poor self-esteem. There
must have been times when the enemy
tried to use his past against him.
Even the Lord Jesus Christ, when

He was in the garden facing crucifixion
and preparing to take on Himself the
sin of the whole world, was in a difficult
emotional state. No other man had ever
faced such an ordeal. The prophet
Isaiah tells us that the Messiah would
be a man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief (Isaiah 53). In the garden, the
Lord said to His disciples concerning
His condition, “My soul is deeply grieved

in His flesh, but never sinned. We also
know Christ conquered the flesh.

When Christ died upon the cross, fully
man and fully God, He took all the sin
and the sickness (even depression)
upon Himself and became cursed for
our sakes (Galatians 3:13). | believe
Jesus, being touched with the feeling
of our infirmities, knows what it is like
to be discouraged and overwhelmed by
emotions. How could He not know?
There is comfort in this truth.

C Why do Christians suffer? )

Clearly, Bible heroes suffered with
depression. | have personally
experienced depression in different
phases of my life. But my Lord helped
me overcome it. Jesus understands
what we go through. Still, it is difficult
to understand why God allows us to
go through such troubles. An important
question that springs from this fact is,
“Why do Christians suffer depression
and have problems with mental health
issues?”

Many Christians, especially those
who suffer with depression, have asked

God has made, they are
“yes” in Christ. In other words, all the
promises are for us for whatever we
are going through. He is the one who
has anointed us and is able to make
us stand firm. This is especially true
when we are going through a dark
time. The promises of God remain
current even when we are depressed.
Nothing we face in this world can nullify
the promises of God. We need only to
believe. It is by faith we stand firm.

[ Finding Hope in Christ: )

There is a belief out there that if
you are a Christian, you will not be
depressed. | hope in this short article
you have seen that many people suffer
in this way. | hope | have encouraged
someone who is walking through deep
waters in their life. If you are depressed,
there is hope. Hope in Christ and in
His promises and He will help you
overcome depression. If the Lord has
helped me, then | know He can help
you. May you find peace and comfort
in Christ Jesus. May Holy Spirit be
your guide and help as you walk along
the way. God is with you. o
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Ally was 11 years old and lived in a
small town with her parents and little
brother. Her 12th birthday was fast
approaching. It was just 3 weeks away.
Her family was planning a birthday
party for Ally and had invited all her
friends.

The previous day Ally’s mother had
taken her shopping for a dress to wear
on her birthday. Ally had wanted a
particular pastel yellow dress with
lavender flowers and a bow in front.
She had seenitin a store window a few
weeks before. Ally and her mother
visited multiple stores to find that dress
but could not find one. Finally, one of
the store managers suggested that he
could place a special order for the
dress, but it would take about three

How can we say with confidence that
Jesus is with us?

Beena Aunty

. /

weeks to arrive. Ally and her mother
thought about it and decided to place
the special order.

Ally was very happy at the thought
of getting a special dress from the
special order.Three weeks later Ally’s
aunt came for a visit. Ally excitedly
described to her aunt the special-order
dress that was going to arrive any day.
Her aunt was equally excited. She told
Ally that she had started sewing
dresses and would make Ally a dress
the nexttime she visited.

Later that day the store manager
called Ally’s mother. He had some

disappointing news. The
special-order shipment had
been delayed for two more
weeks. He apologized for the
untimely delay in delivering
the dress. Ally’'s mother told
Ally the disappointing news.
Ally felt sad and told her
mother that she was going to
pray to ask God what she should do.

When Ally’s aunt came back to Ally’s
house from her outing, she heard what
happened. She knew that Ally was
looking forward to wearing the special
dress on her birthday in four days. She
asked Ally’s mother if there were any
stores around that sold fabric. She said
she could sew a special dress for Ally
just like the one she wanted, if she
found the correct material. She would
work as fast as she could to finish it
before Ally’s birthday.

When Ally heard about her aunt’s
plan, she knew that God had provided a
solution to her disappointing situation.
Psalm 37:5 reads “Commit thy way
unto the LORD; trust also in Him; and
He shall bring it to pass”. In Jeremiah
33:3 the Lord says,“Call to me and | will
answeryou”.

Saloni
Rupesh Patil

Navya
Rupesh Patil
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MATRIMONIAL

Invite marriage proposals for their
baptized son Dr. Amir Govind Chavan
Birth Date : 20/02/1995, Age : 29,
Weight - 70 kg, Height - 5.9
Occupation - BAMS (self employed), 2
Clinics at Thane. Father- Govind
Pandurang Chavan (Pastor), Mother -
Kesharbai Govind Chavan (house
wife), Siblings-2 Sisters (married)
Contact-9967764684 (Father).
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What more would you like to
see on the pages. Share your

experience with us we would
love to hear from you.
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Pr. Biju P. Samuel, West Bengal
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If you have been blessed
by this Magazine
please introduce it to others.

To receive this magazine
please contact :

Suvartha

Publications

P.O. Box No. 17082, Tilaknagar,
Chembur, Mumbai - 400 089
Mob.: 9821 33 22 73
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Scenes from IPC Beed District

2

Sunday School children at Be

>

From a Gospel Meeting at Nanded

Sis. Kunjumol Jacob preaching

P

VBS has heen conducted at Selu of Parbhani dist, under the leadership of Pr. Raju Ubale along with his church youths
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Members of IPC Peniel, Panvel with Pr. P. Joy

N -

Scenes from Youth Seminar at Jalgaon District
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