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Apostle James
says: “not many

of you should
become

teachers".
Those who
aspire to be

teachers /
preachers in

the church
have a special

responsibility
to guard

themselves
from stumbling
in their words!

  n an article that
I read the other day
about 'Taming the
tongue', the writer
remarks: "Samson
used the jaw bone of

a donkey to kill Philistines. Even today it is the
same, the jaw bone is still used to kill people!"
What the writer implies is that a person's jaw bone
and his tongue are jointly involved in the heinous
crime of character assassination!

Scriptures deal with ‘human tongue’
extensively in several places. Apostle James
devotes an entire chapter to the power of the tongue
(James 3). Jesus said: “I tell you that men will
have to give account on the day of judgement for
every careless word they have spoken” (Matt.
12:36). King David resolved: "I will watch my ways
and keep my tongue from sin" (Psa. 39:1). Also,
"My tongue will speak of your righteousness and
of your praises all day long" (Psa. 35:28). King
Solomon has many wise words to say on the
subject in his Proverbs: "When words are many,
sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is
wise" (10:19). "Reckless words pierce like a sword,
but the tongue of the wise brings healing" (12:18).
"The tongue has the power of life and death, and
those who love it will eat its fruit" (18:21). "A word
aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of
silver" (25:11).

Most people want to be heard. What better way
to be heard than to be a teacher or preacher of the
gospel? But listen to the words of James: "Not
many of you should become teachers, my fellow
believers, because you know that we who teach
will be judged more strictly. We all stumble in many
ways" (James 3:1,2) The apostle is urging us that
we must not be hasty in propelling ourselves into
a position where the tongue is constantly used.
“We all stumble in many ways”. Hence a preacher
is likely to be "judged more strictly". In other words,
those who aspire to be teachers / preachers in
the church have a special  responsibility to guard
themselves from stumbling in their words.

An Aesop’s fable talks about a donkey: Once
upon a time, a donkey found a lion's skin. He tried
it on, strutted around, and frightened many
animals. Soon a fox came along, and the donkey
tried to scare him, too. But the fox, hearing the
donkey's voice, said, "If you want to terrify me, you'll
have to disguise your braying". Moral of the story:

Clothes may disguise the real person, but his
words will give him away.

Godly speech comes out of our tongue only
through Godly wisdom from above, while worldly
wisdom is earthly and unspiritual. Worldly wisdom
shows itself in bitter envy and selfish ambition
and is accompanied by bragging and a denial of
the truth (James 3:14). It leads to "disorder and
every kind of evil". Godly wisdom and speech
display the work of God’s redeeming grace in our
hearts and should govern our life.

Citing illustrative examples like control of a
powerful horse with its small bridle, control of a
huge ship with its small rudder and the start of a
wild forest fire by a tiny spark, James argues that
man can be considered to be in control of himself
if he is seen in control of his tongue which is only
a small part of his body. Words can build or destroy.
“Loose lips sink ships” as the saying goes. That
applies not only to battleships but also to
friendships and relationships and even church
fellowships. A loose rudder, a loose tongue, can
sink all those “ships”.

The words of Apostle James are very
significant: "If anyone is never at fault in what he
says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole
body in check" (James 3:2). One of the important
qualities that shows maturity (perfection) in a man
is his ability to control his tongue.

Yes, we need Holy Spirit’s help to control our
tongues. We need a new life with a new tongue -
not to curse, not to blaspheme, not to tear down
others, but rather to bless others, to praise God
for His many mercies, to pray to God for our needs
and for those in need. Only Holy Spirit can give us
redeemed tongues to speak words of blessing to
our fellow brothren, words that will build them up.

A popular song, entitled “Words” by Hawk
Nelson has its chorus going like this:

“Words can build us up,
Words can break us down,
Start a fire in our hearts,
Or put it out!

Let my words be life,
Let my words be truth,
I don’t want to say a word,
Unless it points the world back to You”

(You can listen to the song in 'YouTube')
Let that be our conscious decision in our

every day Christian walk!

 The 'jaw bone' and
THE TONGUE!
I
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Paul Piff, social psychologist has studied
how wealth affects attitudes and behaviour. His
empirical studies has uncovered that the
wealthy are more prone to corruption and very
poor in giving. They tend to be more likely to be
lawbreakers than those who are poorer than
them! However, he says that these can be
improved, though he doesn’t tell us how. There
are exceptions to this rule certainly. The
exceptions comes to us in the form of Warren
Buffet, Bill and Melinda Gates and Narayana
Murthi (Infosys) and many others who though
rich are engaged in commendable service to
humanity and liberal in their giving.

I think Paul Piff,
has provided a modern
scientific commentary
to what Jesus said in
the first century: ‘It is
easier for a camel to
go through the eye of
a needle than for a rich
person to enter the
kingdom of God’ (Mark
10:25). He meant ‘eye
of the needle’ literally.
It is not a small gate in the city of Jerusalem in
Jesus’ time as some interpreters think. There
was no such gate! ‘Eye of the needle’ is a
hyperbole used to illustrate the near
impossibility of the rich making progress in their
spiritual progress. 

The story of the rich man who approached
Jesus is a good illustration. This man (young
and rich) approached Jesus to find out how to
enter ‘eternal life’ (Mark 10:17-31). This man
obviously had the hunger to grow spiritually. He
knew that there was something more than what
he knew and what he practiced to spirituality. It
is this realization of lack that made him come
to Jesus ‘running’ and ‘kneel’ before Him. In
addressing Jesus as ‘good teacher’ he also
expressed his confidence that Jesus had the
right advice and he iwas eager to know it.

The camel going
Through the Eye of a Needle!

The conversation  between him and Jesus
reveals that he has achieved good spiritual
progress already. Jesus prescribed to him six
out of the ten commandments that has to do
with human relationships and wealth (Mark
10:19). However, Jesus slightly modified one
which originally said, ‘do not covet’ to ‘do not
defraud’. Defrauding goes a step further than
covetousness or that is where covetousness
leads a person to. In response to Jesus he
claimed that he has been following these ‘from
his youth’ (Mark 10:20). That means ever since
he became morally responsible for his actions.
(A Jewish male is considered to be morally

responsible for his
actions when he
turns sixteen. He is
then accountable to
God and the society
for his actions). Jesus
was very impressed
by his spirituality, that
is why Jesus ‘looked
at him and loved him’
(Mark 10:21). 

He is indeed a
righteous rich person by the standards of his
society and the religion he followed. By
declaring that he has been observing all these
rules, he claims that he has become wealthy
in the right way. He has not become rich at the
expense of others. This is almost equivalent to
any claim religious people make in these days
too. They have not accepted or given bribes to
become rich, they
have not exploited
anyone, nor have
they ever made
money through any
illegal means. All that
they possess have
been made through
right and justifiable
means.

‘It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person
to enter the kingdom of God’ (Mark 10:25).
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gate! ‘Eye of the needle’ is a hyperbole
used to illustrate the near impossibility

of the rich making progress in their
spiritual progress.
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July 2016                                4 Suvartha

But Jesus’ response to him was shocking:
‘you lack one thing!’ (Mark 10:21). What is that
one thing that the rich lack? Jesus did not make
it clear when he said: ‘go, sell all that you have
and give to the poor.’ Jesus was not asking to
make a donation or to be regular with his tithes.
His demand was to give away all that he has. It
is shocking because Jesus was not against
wealth or the wealthy. Jesus did not demand
anyone other than this man to sell all that he
had. If His followers left
anything, that was on their
own, not because Jesus
forced them to. The
disciples left their nets,
boats or tax booths at their
own will. Zachaeus offered
to give away the wealth
that he gathered through
illegal means and share
his legitimate wealth with
the poor without any
insistence from Jesus.
Jesus certainly had many
rich friends and disciples.
Some of them were so rich
as to throw parties and
Jesus accepted their
hospitality to be labelled ‘a glutton and a
drunkard’ (Mat. 11:19) by his opponents. This
peculiar demand was to illustrate to His
disciples that the wealthy preferred their wealth
if they had to make a choice between wealth
and spirituality. As He expected, the rich man
walked away: ‘Disheartened by what Jesus
said, 'he went away sorrowful, for he had great
possessions’ (Mark 10:22).

Jesus made two powerful statements
through this confrontation with the rich man.
First, even the  most perfect man by any
standards have still room to grow spiritually.
Second, wealth is the most important thing for

the rich people. It is so important for them that
even higher goals of life like growing spiritually
takes a back seat. That means it is easier to
pass a camel through the eye of a needle than
expecting the rich to make spiritual progress.

What is wrong with money then? Does this
mean that one has to become poor in order to
grow spiritually? Not at all! We have already
seen that Jesus did not demand asceticism from
his followers. The danger of wealth is that it

demands worship from us.
That is why Jesus qualified
wealth as ‘mammon’ the
name of an Aramaic deity.
That is why Jesus said that
noone can ‘serve’ God and
‘mamon’ at the same time
(Matthew 6:24). ‘Serve’ means
to worship. It competes with
God for its place in human life
and we are prone to yield to
wealth than to God when a
choice has to be made.

Paul Piff’s research tells
us that the problem with the
wealthy is the sense of
entitlement that they have.
‘Entitlement’ is that notion or

belief that all that one has belong to him (her)
and he (she) has the right to it. He has found
out that even those who didn’t make their wealth
but got it through inheritance could have this
sense of ‘entitlement’. This makes them poor
givers because they want to hold on to what
they are ‘entitled’ to. This also make them make
more money any way they could. Paul Piff
understood through his scientific studies which
the great Teacher had already stated and proved
through the conversation with this rich man: ‘It
is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich person to enter the
kingdom of God’.

**  “Joy cannot be pursued. It comes from within. It is a state of being. It does not
depend on circumstances, but triumphs over circumstances. It produces a gentleness

of spirit and a magnetic personality”
**  “God’s Word is not a book of human ideas . . . it is given to us by God to teach

us how to live”
**  We are not here by chance or by accident; God put us on this journey called life.
We came from Him, and our greatest joy will come from giving ourselves back to Him

and learning to walk with Him every day until we return to Him”
“

Quotable quotes from Rev. Billy Graham

It is shocking
because Jesus
was not against

wealth or the
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anyone other
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sell all that he
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perfect man by any
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Man’s desire to achieve greatness by
building a tower, “whose top may reach
up to heaven” (Genesis 9: 1-9):

Man has the power of rational thought; man
can come out from the circle of limitations. Man,
a special creation, created in the image of God,
has the power of conceptualization. When flying
was unknown, the poets composed poetry
about flying. The novelists began to include
flying in their fictions. Then the scientists began
to analyze the physical
composition of energy,
particle, matter etc. The
mathematicians provided
mathematical equations on
flying; in a way, we live in a
world where mathematical
possibilities are becoming
realities. Exploring the outer
space, Moon landing, sending
spaceship to Mars, Skylab
etc. are examples of such
realities which were once only
mathematically possible.

However, in building our
own life we need something
outside of ourselves, namely
from God the creator. We are
to build life based on God’s
Word. When we draw a straight line, it can
become curved or crooked due to our mistakes
or carelessness. We know it has became
crooked by comparing it with another straight
line. God’s word is like the straight line to tell
us what is good and bad. It is like a mirror to
see ourselves. But it is quite possible to build
life based on one's own thinking, deliberately
ignoring God’s standards.

We notice a clear-cut vision they had when
they decided to build the tower. Vision defines
the mission, and the mission is accomplished

Building Life According To
The Plan Of GOD

by set goals. The clear-cut vision and purpose
keep reminding us about pursuing the goal. It
is possible to end up in something else when
goals are not specific. The acronym SMART
helps to understand the goal that it must be:
Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Realistic and
Tangible. Some may be afraid to set goals
because of the fear of failure. Such people
interpret as God’s will whatever they found doing
at a time according to their convenience and

comfort! It is important to set
goals and pursue it.

Our lives are built on God’s
principles, but God works
through people. Strong
leadership seeking and doing
God’s will were used of God in
the past. In Ephesians 4:11-
13, we see a list of leaders with
leadership gifts. They are to
exercise their gifts and equip
the people of God for the “work
of ministry”. Leadership is
something people do, and not
merely a position. So it can be
perfected. In certain cases,
some may argue for “one-man-
leadership,” but can lead to
some kind of autocratic

leadership with possibility for errors. It is better
to consult each other with oneness in Christ.
Or “participative leadership” and the person in
the forefront can be “one among the equals”
honoring each other.

It is by mobilizing men and resources that
the goal is achieved. One person, of course,
cannot do it alone. Those with leadership gifts
are to prepare God’s people for the work of
service, while they themselves exercising their
own gifts. Also they are to use their gifts together
in interdependence in mutual affection. It is not

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the
pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the

body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in
the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the

whole measure of the fullness of Christ" (Ephesians 4:11-13)

When we draw a
straight line, it can
become curved or
crooked due to our

mistakes or careless-
ness. We know it has
become crooked by

comparing it with
another straight line.
God’s word is like the
straight line to tell us

what is good and bad. It
is like a mirror to see

ourselves.

The acronym
'SMART' helps
to understand
the goal that
it must be:
Specific,
Measurable,
Attainable,
Realistic and
Tangible.
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that each person trying to do things according
to his whims and fancies or selfish interests.
God has given the Church with potentials to do
His task. These potentials in terms of gifted
men and resources are to be mobilized to
realize the goal.

Use what resources we have, and there is
no need for complaining. There was no stone
or mortar available for building the tower. But
they made bricks in place of stones and used
bitumen in place of mortar. We need to spend
time in creative thinking to find proper
substitutes rather than
complaining about what we do
not have. It may be possible
that in one geographical
location and in a particular
culture, the people might have
found some items very
effective. Such items may not
be available in our culture, and
still the Lord’s command to
fulfill the mission of the Church
remains the same. We
therefore have to think in terms
of indigenous items and
methodology to carry out the
plan. It is our obedience and
faithfulness that will help us to
think creatively. Someone
said that even obstacles will
be found removed when a goal is pursued with
perseverance. If no such perseverance, one may
find only obstacles! Let us use God given
resources and means that pleases the Lord.

Single-mindedness is required to carry on
the plan. The situation was they could
communicate with each other, because it was
a “one-language” situation. We face a lot of
communication breakdown due to relationship
issues, nepotism, despotism, greed and the

like. The oneness in Christ is to be restored if
people are fragmented with divisions, envy,
jealousy and selfishness. There can be cultural
and/or historical reasons which can be the
cause for divisions. But it is possible to bring
Christ into each group, and so the people to
experience the oneness in Him.

The people must have worked very hard to
build such a tower, and even God could
comment “now nothing will be restrained from
them, which they have imagined to do”. There
is no substitute for hard-work. “No pain, no gain”

is said commonly. We
cannot take God’s work
negligently. Bible says
“cursed is he that does the
work of the Lord negligently”
(Jeremiah 48:10). We need to
assess our priority given to
spiritual matters and the time
and resources used for the
Lord. We are, indeed
accountable before the Lord

Their vision was to meet
the practical need of being
together (Genesis 9:4). We in
our spiritual growth try to
know God more and more.
Our desire to know God is to
love God more. The practical
expression of our love is

getting involved in services that meet human
needs. When the practical needs of the people
are met as a result of our spiritual growth, others
will also be attracted to know God better.

We need God’s help in all the areas of life
and ministry. We cannot accomplish the goals
without God in it. We should not do anything
without God being in it. We may have many
tools and techniques, but without God, there
will be of no lasting result.

The people
must have

worked very
hard to build

such a tower,
and even God

could comment,
“now nothing

will be restrained
from them,

which they have
imagined to do”.

There is no
substitute for

hard-work.
“No pain, no
gain” is said
commonly.

There was no stone or
mortar available for
building the tower.

But they made bricks in
place of stones and

used bitumen in place
of mortar. We need to
spend time in creative
thinking to find proper
substitutes rather than
complaining about what

we do not have.

**  “God never hurries. There are no deadlines against which he must work. Only to know this is to
quiet our spirits and relax our nerves.”

**  “God wants the whole person and He will not rest till He gets us in entirety. No part of the man
will do”

**  “True faith rests upon the character of God and asks no further proof than the moral perfections
of the One who cannot lie.”

**  “When we try to focus our thought upon One who is pure uncreated being we may see nothing
at all, for He dwelleth in light that no man can approach unto. Only by faith and love are we able to

glimpse Him as He passes by our shelter in the cleft of the rock.”

Quotable quotes from Rev. A.W. Tozer
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The story of
God’s blessing and
curses can be traced
back to the
beginning of time,
when God blessed
humankind during
creation with both
fruitfulness and
dominion over the
earth (Gen. 1:28).
However, both Adam
& Eve sinned
against God through
disobedience, and
reaped curses from God upon themselves (Gen.
3:16-19). God’s death penalty (see Gen. 16-
17) was temporarily averted when God killed
an innocent animal in their place and clothed
them with its skin (Gen. 3:21). However, while
some of their descendants could not escape
God’s curses (Gen. 4:11; 6:7; 11:7-9), other
righteous people like Enoch (Gen. 5:24), Noah
(Gen. 9:1) and Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3) were
blessed for their obedience. Abraham’s
blessings were extended to his descendants
by the grace of God!

Down the ages, God instituted the Mosaic
Law, however, living under this Law did not bring
blessing; actually it brought God’s curses. That
is because to obtain God’s blessing under the
Law, a person had to keep it perfectly - and no
one could. God’s law:- ”Cursed is the one who
does not confirm all the words of this law” (Deut.
27:26) - was inviolable, and those who fail to
keep even one point of the law falls under God’s
curse. It is safe to conclude that since we broke
God’s covenant by violating the Law, we deserve
to receive the Law’s curse and God’s
condemnation!

The curse of the law was death - the penalty
for breaking its commandments (Rom. 6:23),

JESUS CHRIST was ‘CURSED’
so that WE get the ‘BLESSING’

“Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us
(for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”), that the blessing of

Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith” (Gal. 3:13-14)

and the cursed
individual was to be
hanged on a tree
(Deut. 21:23) to
justify God’s
righteous judgment.
God’s only begotten
Son Jesus becomes
the substitutionary
recipient of that
curse, and He has
delivered those
under law from
paying the penalty of
death demanded by

the law. Thus, Jesus has redeemed us by dying
in our place, enduring the dreadful wrath of God
against sins. The curse of God fell on Him as
our substitute. He did not commit a single sin,
however our sins were placed upon Him and
He took the punishment meant for us (Acts
5:30; 1 Pet. 2:24).

What the Mosaic Law could not do, Jesus
has done for us (Rom. 8:3–4) by paying the
ransom price through shedding His precious
blood (I Pet. 1:18–19) in order to deliver us from
slavery to liberty. Jesus hasnow redeemed us
completely, freely, and irreversibly (John 5:24;
Rom. 8:1). Not only that, God had promised to
bless all families of the earth (both Jews and
Gentiles) in Abram (Gen. 12:3), which was
ratified in Gen. 22:18 when He promised: “In
your seed all the nations of the earth shall be
blessed”. Jesus Christ, who was a direct
descendant of Abraham (Luke 3:34), was that
seed through whom God had promised to bless
us when we receive Him by faith alone. Jesus
Christ was cursed in our place so that we will
be blessed by God!Hallelujah!

“For (God) made (Jesus) who knew no sin
to be sin for us, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.” (2 Cor. 5:21)
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True Christianity
is not a religion,

but is the
relationship

between the one
and only true

God and
mankind through

the God-Man
Jesus Christ.

It is the life
that is taught
in the Bible.

Bible Study

 A Biography is a
historical written record
of a person’s life.
Biographical Bible
study method is
studying the lives of the
people of the Bible.
The Bible has so
much history of so
many individuals. Dr.
Herbert Lockyer wrote
that, “--- the Bible
mentions some three thousand men”.  Then
there are so many women and children who
are also mentioned in the Bible as you know.
Studying the lives of Godly people helps and
encourages Bible students to live such lives
that please the Lord.  It builds up our faith and
trust in Jehovah God.  It encourages us to
follow the Godly examples as well as to avoid
the mistakes they made. Studying the lives of
the ungodly people warns us to flee from
ungodly, wicked ways of living.  What is written
in the Bible is recorded for us to learn from the
examples of others. (Acts 10:34 -   We see that
God is no respecter of persons and that the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is our God.
The God of Elijah is with us).

Several important matters to remember
in doing 'Biographical Study':

1. Some people in the Bible have their
names changed or have more than one
name:

For example when we first read about this
patriarch his name is Abram in Gen. 11:27.
But God changed his name to Abraham in
Gen. 17:5.  His wife’s name was Sarai in Gen.
11:29  and God changed her name to Sarah
in Gen. 17:15.

God told Jacob that his name shall be
Israel in Gen. 32:28, but we can see that both
names are used even after the change.  See
Gen. 48:2,8,10,11; 49:1,33.

Saul of Tarsus was also called Paul (Acts
13:9). Peter is also known as Simon and
Cephas (John 1:42). Thomas is also known
as Didymus. Matthew is also known as Levi
(Matt 9:9, Mark 2:14).

2. There is more than one person with
the same name:

 Some of them lived in
different times in history
and some lived around the
same time. There are more
than one persons called
Saul, many called Jonathan,
John, Joseph, James,
Nathan, Mary and probably
others as well. So be
careful not to confuse one
of them with another one of
the same name.

3. More information about some and less
information about others:

There is so much information about Abraham,
Sarah, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Paul and many
others. Then little information and very few
references about Cain, Abel, Enoch, Jabez,
Simeon, Anna and many others.

There is much to learn by studying the lives of
the men and women whose names in the
genealogies of Jesus found in Matthew ch. 1 and
Luke ch. 3. Who can limit the encouragement and
blessings we will receive by studying the
biographies of those who are named and not
named in Hebrews ch. 11.

4. Unnamed Men and Women of the Bible:
There are thousands of people that the Bible

speaks of without giving their names. The Bible
does not give us the names of most of the children
of Adam and Eve, nor names of most of the wives
and children. It is repeated in Genesis 5 again
and again in the genealogy that “he begat sons
and daughters”. Bible genealogies do not give us
the names of  most of the wives and daughters
and gives us the names of only a few sons. We
have no record of the names of the seven thousand
Godly prophets at the time of Elijah that he did not
know. Thousands were impacted and blessed by
the work of God in the Old Testament. Thousands
got saved and received believers’ baptism on the
day of Pentecost. Thousands that rejected God
went into a Christless eternity.

Select a person with a brief biography to
begin, then go on to another:

Start the study by learning about a person with
a short biography like Cain the first murderer or
Abel the first martyr, or Enoch who walked with the
Lord for three hundred years and had a family and
was taken from this world without death.
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We are a blessed group. What is the
speciality of this group? When Moses
reviews the history of the people of Israel
whom he was leading for 40 years from
their bondage in Egypt, he exclaims:
“What other nation is so great as to have
their gods near them the way the Lord
our God is near us whenever we pray to
him?” (Deuteronomy 4:7). What makes
us blessed, is the presence of God with
us. God himself has chosen us.

God had chosen Israel for a special
purpose. God had handed over a
constitution for Israel. Moses, their leader,
heard the voice of God. This group had
seen wonders and miracles. They had
seen the ten plagues afflicting the
Egyptians. The Red Sea was divided for
His people. Such a wonder was unheard
of! And water gushing out of the fiery rock!
No nation was ever known to have been
fed Manna!

Blessings unlimited – for
you and me. God has a greater
purpose for us, the New
Testament Church. Even when
two or three gather together in
His name, He is there in their
midst. There is no group as
blessed and special as the new
living church. We have got a
special law,  that is Repentance.
‘Be baptized in the name of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit’ – is our
privilege. ‘Separation’ and ‘Holiness’ are
our assets. Prayer life is our doctrine.
Remember our forefathers who have
paid a high price for the growth of the
church.

When everything was settled, the

Look! How Special We Are!

Israelites put forth the demand for a king.
“That we also may be like all the nations
and that our king may judge us, and go
out before us and fight our battles” (1
Samuel 8:20). This demand was put
forward by a group specially chosen by
God. God had chosen this group through
Abraham, whom God had blessed and
so, they grew into a great nation. But they

wanted a king. They wanted to become
like other nations. This was a ridiculous
demand by God’s own people.

Who are we following today? Are we
not aping other groups? Are we not
competing with the world in our day to
day movements, in our dress code,
habits, etc.? We shouldn’t be like the

Gentiles according to the command of
the Lord. God has not made us wealthy
to emulate others’ habits. We have got
an identity. Let us keep up that identity (1
Peter 2:8-9). We are not just a people,
but His people! We received His mercy.
We are His possession. We cannot
imitate the world. Let us take our steps
carefully.

We are a chosen group. We worship
our God in spirit and in truth. Let our
worship be sincere and from the bottom
of our hearts. We rejoice in Christ Jesus.
We have no confidence in the flesh. Let
there be no tendency to implement the
practices and customs of others in our
worship. Our role model is Jesus. Let
us cling only to Him. "Let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for
us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer
and perfecter of faith. For the joy set
before him he endured the cross,

scorning its shame, and sat
down at the right hand of the
throne of God" (Heb. 12:1,2).
According to J. R. Miller, ”We
are in the Father’s house in
this world, though not in the
best room of it, because sin
has marred everything here.
Still we are in the Father’s
house. His care is over us

continually. His love pours its brightness
all about us”.

Therefore let us be renewed. May the
Lord help us to do the greatest work of
saving souls in the given time allotted to
us. May God bless us to shine for Him
and bring more souls to His kingdom!

“What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the Lord our God is
near us whenever we pray to him?” (Deuteronomy 4:7)

Mrs.Mary Mathew
Mulund

Some questions to ask in doing a 'Biographical Study':
Who are the parents of this person?  When and where did they live? Who are their contemporaries?  What is the spiritual or

religious background? How did he/she come to an encounter with the Lord?  What kind of transformation took place in his life?
Did he obey the Lord and follow him?  How did God use this person?  What did God accomplish  in and through this person?
What are the lessons that you can follow from the life of  this person and what are the matters to avoid? ------ Make your own
questions that are appropriate.

You need a Bible, a Bible concordance, a Bible Dictionary or a Bible Encyclopedia to do this study.  Be sure to take notes.
May the Holy Spirit bring illumination as you do 'Biographical Bible Study;.

God's Book for mankind  . . . . . Continuation from previous page

We have got a special law,  that is Repent-
ance. ‘Be baptized in the name of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit’ – is our privilege.
‘Separation’ and ‘Holiness’ are our assets.

Prayer life is our doctrine.
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Matthew:  He was killed by a
sword wound and thus he suffered
martyrdom in Ethiopia.

Mark: Died in Alexandria, Egypt
after being dragged by horses through
the streets until he was dead.

Luke: He was hanged in Greece
as a result of his zealous preaching of
Christ to the lost.

John: He was dipped in a huge
basin of boiling oil during a wave of
persecution in Rome. However he was
miraculously delivered from death. He
was then sentenced to banishment to
the prison island of Patmos. It was on
this island that John wrote his
prophetic book of Revelation. Apostle
John was later freed and he returned
to serve the Lord as an old man and
was the only apostle to die peacefully.

Peter: He was crucified upside
down on an x-shaped cross. This was
because he told his tormentors that
he felt unworthy to die in the same way
that Jesus Christ had died.

James: He was the leader of the
church in Jerusalem. He was thrown
over a hundred feet down
from the South East
Pinnacle of the temple
when he refused to deny
his faith in Jesus Christ.
When they discovered
that he survived the fall,
his enemies clubbed
James to death. This
was the same pinnacle
where Satan had taken
Jesus during the
temptation.

James the Great:
(Son of Zebedee). He
was a fisherman by trade
when Jesus called him
to a lifetime of ministry.
For the sake of his
passion and zealous

How the Apostles died as
Martyrs for the Lord!

Anoop Chacko, UK

work for the Kingdom of God James
was ultimately beheaded in Jerusalem.
The Roman officer who guarded James
was amazed to see how James
defended his faith during his trial. Later
the officer walked beside James to the
place of execution. Overcome by
conviction he declared his new faith to
the judge and knelt beside James to
accept beheading as a Christian.

Bartholomew: (Also known as
Nathaniel). He was a missionary to
Asia. He witnessed for the Lord in the
present day Turkey. Bartholomew was
martyred for his preaching in Armenia
where he was flayed to death by a whip.

Andrew: He was crucified on an
x-shaped cross in Patras, Greece.
After being whipped severely by seven
soldiers, they tied his body to the cross
with cords to prolong his agony. His
followers reported that when he was
led towards the cross, Andrew saluted
it in these words “I have long desired
and expected this happy hour”. He
continued to preach to his tormentors
for two days until he expired.

Thomas: He was stabbed with a
spear, during one of his missionary
trips to India in order to establish the
church in the subcontinent.

Jude: He was killed with arrows
when he refused to deny his faith in
Christ.

Mathias: (The Apostle chosen to
replace the traitor Judas Iscariot) He
was stoned and then beheaded.

Paul: Apostle Paul was tortured
and then beheaded by the evil Emperor
Nero in Rome in  A.D. 67. Paul endured
lengthy imprisonments which enabled
him to write many epistles to the
churches he had formed throughout the

Roman Empire. These
letters which teach
many of the
foundational doctrines
of Christianity, form a
large portion of the New
Testament.

These stories and
other historical
narratives remind us
that our sufferings here
are indeed minor
compared to the
intense persecution
and severe cruelties
faced by the apostles
and other early
Christians for the sake
of their faith.Jesus and His followers
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Two brothers from a Pentecostal
church in Bangalore were distributing
flyers for a gospel meeting. They saw
two persons standing in front of a
restaurant. One was a young woman
wearing a frock with a tattoo on her
neck smoking a cigarette and the other
was a well dressed man with a brief
case in his hand looking more or less
like a Pastor. The distributors looked
at each other and decided to hand out
the flyer to the well dressed man,
completely ignoring the woman. When
asked why, they responded: “that man
looks honourable and righteous, while
that women, nothing short of
immorality”. Their answer defeated the
whole purpose of conducting a gospel
meeting. Let me draw your attention
to what Jesus said in Matthew
9:12&13: When Jesus heard that, He
said to them, “Those who are well have
no need of a physician, but those who
are sick. But go and learn what this
means: ‘I desire mercy and not
sacrifice’. For I did not come to call
the righteous, but sinners, to
repentance” (NKJV).

In John chapter 8, we come
across an incident where the
scribes and Pharisees bringing
to Jesus a woman caught red-
handed in adultery. They
expected Jesus to condemn that
woman. And Jesus, who had all the
right and power to condemn that
woman, did not do so. He forgave her.
He let her off the hook with this simple
sentence: “Neither do I condemn you;
go and sin no more” (John 8:11 -
NKJV).

Jesus saved this woman from
death and gave her a new life.

It has been a trend in Mumbai,
Bangalore and other upcoming cities
wherein the youngsters group-up
during the weekends and head towards
any outstation they find feasible and
‘party’ all through. While Bangalore

"Perspective"

has been known to be the Rock capital
of India and likewise the most
happening place for EDM (Electronic
Dance Music), Mumbai is known to be
the trend setter when it comes to
'fashion', movies and all the other latest
fads. In a few months time, these cities
will be hosting series of musical
carnivals and fashion events such as,
The Sunburn Festival, NH7-
Weekender, Lakme Fashion week,
etc. The youngsters try hard to barge
into these venues spending
sumptuous amount of money on
drinks, food, clothing and accessories

in order be in phase with the so-called
‘happening-event’ in town. At times
they even go to places such as Goa,
there, they would say, “let’s ‘smoke-
a-joint’ and party from sunset to
sunrise”. And it has been told that in
most of these parties LSD, cocaine
and other such ‘stuff’ have been found
to be in abundance.

I have a bunch of friends who fall
into these categories. They feel that
they have the money and the only way
to enjoy it is to be associated with
these events. To them this is the most
optimal way to socialize with elitist
cultured youths who are free-minded

and are willing to be committed only
into ‘open-relationships’. But when you
really look into their life, though they
give an impression to be active and fun
loving bunch, they are indeed lonely.
Though they claim to be loved, they
have a feeling deep within themselves
that they are unloved. They feel that
their life is filled with a sort of vacuum
which is taking a toll on them. It is this
situation which makes them to turn to
such activities.

When we come across such
youngsters we should be filled with pity
than being judgemental, for these
youngsters have fallen into the trap of
sin. It is the duty of youngsters in the
church to approach these people and
show them the love of Christ and to
make them understand that true love
and happiness cannot be found
anywhere else. We should pray for our
mates in college/  workplace who resort
to such sort of entertainments. Our
prayer should be that God would open
the minds of such youths, lest they
be lost eternally.

We must understand one
thing: The devil is aware that
he has only a short time;
hence he is going haywire to
deceive many. On the other
hand, if we sit idly, after

knowing that they are moving into the
path of destruction, we will be
accountable to God.

If you are part of the church in
Mumbai then it is your duty to spread
the gospel to such youths in Mumbai.
Irrespective of what race, language,
culture, or background they belong to,
the church must open its doors wide
and invite them with the love of Christ.
If we will not do it, then who else will?
It is no secret that many of our Meeting
Halls are turning hostile to such
youths. Let the local churches be filled
with sinners who were once lost, but
now have been found.

Joshua Joy Kollanoor

Youth Forum

On the other hand, if we sit idly, after know-
ing that they are moving into the path of de-

struction, we will be accountable to God.
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High School graduates
defy atheists!

Singing the Lord's Prayer was a
tradition during the High School
graduation ceremony for more than 70
years in East Liverpool High School,
Wisconsin, USA. But this year the school
authorities banned the performance
after an atheists' group complained to
them that it violated the US constitution.
The students and  the choir leader were
heart broken and decided to do
something about it. The graduating
students decided to defy the atheists.
After the welcome speech was delivered,
the graduates stood to their feet and
began singing, "Our Father which art in
heaven ..... " It was an emotional moment
for the patents who applauded their
children for their courage to stand for
their convictions!

The atheists' group, 'Freedom from
religion foundation' got a slap on the face
as they have no reason to go to court
against the school authorities!

Mary Magdalene’s Native place

The Pontifical Institute Notre Dame
Jerusalem Center chose a site near the
Israeli town of Migdal in the Galilee
region to build some guest houses and
a mandatory examination of the site by
the Israel Antiquities Authority was
conducted. As the name suggests, the
area was associated with the ancient
city of Magdala, the birth place of Mary
Magdalene. The diggers struck
something hard which turned out to be
a part of a first century synagogue. They
also found a coin dating from 29 A.D.,
during the reign of the emperor Tiberius.
This was the time of Jesus’ public
ministry, and we know that Jesus was
active in the area - Capernaum was only
five miles away. Judging by the evidence,
Magdala was a prosperous town. It was
the center of the fishing industry in the
region, with an infrastructure to match.
The prosperity of her hometown, and
presumably Mary herself, sheds light on
Luke 8, where Mary Magdalene and
several other Galilean women are said

to have provided for Jesus and His
disciples “out of their resources”.

The find at Magdala is yet another
reminder of the historical nature of
Biblical accounts. The Christian story of
the Word made flesh, who lived and died
as one of us and rose on the third day,
may sound “mythical”, but it happened
in actual history. And, as the evidence
from places like Magdala attest, the
Gospel accounts faithfully reflect this
history. Magdala was a real place that
produced a real woman named Mary who
probably had the wherewithal to support
Jesus in his ministry and follow him all
the way to Calvary.

Scientific proof
for the existence of God!

According to the Geophilosophical
Association of Anthropological and
Cultural Studies, scientist Michio Kaku,
who is known as one of the developers
of the revolutionary String Theory, stated,

“I have concluded that we are in a world
made by rules created by an intelligence”.
Kaku is one of the world’s most
respected scientists. He explains in a
video how science points to the existence
of God. He says: “The very purpose of
physics is to find an equation which will
allow us to unify all the forces of nature
and allow us to read the mind of God. To
me it is clear that we exist in a plan which
is governed by rules that were created,
shaped by a universal intelligence and
not by chance”.

Any right thinking person can see
that the universe is designed by a
superior intelligence and has not come
into existence by chance.

A real Ark to set sail!

A real Ark built in accordance with the
instructions God gave Noah in Genesis
is about to set sail on a voyage from the
Netherlands to various ports in South
America. The life-sized Noah’s Ark
replica is the brainchild of Dutch

carpenter Johan Huibers has been built
by a multinational team from the United
States, the Netherlands and Brazil
supported by many Christian
organizations around the globe. They are
eager to bring the Gospel message from
Europe across the Atlantic Ocean to Brazil
and other ports in South America and
USA. The ark has already attracted many
tourists where it resides in Rotterdam
but this summer it will attract many more
visitors as it docks in ports off the coast
of Brazil, down to Rio de Janeiro.

Baptists membership declining,
Pentecostals increasing!

Baptists, the largest Protestant
denomination in USA continues to lose
members each year, according to the
latest statistics, compiled by LifeWay
Christian Resources. Its membership is
down 1.3 percent to 15.3 million
members in 2015. It is the ninth year in a
row that there has been a membership
decline. “In a world that is desperate for
the message of Christ, we continue to
be less diligent in sharing the Good
News”, said Baptist Convention
President Frank Page. Meanwhile, the
Assemblies of God, the world’s largest
Pentecostal denomination, is continuing
to see increases in USA. The latest
statistics, compiled using reports from
its churches show a 1.4 percent rise to
3.2 million in 2015.

Noah's Ark Replica

Michio Kaku



13July 2016 Suvartha

Children's
C
o
r
n
e
r

Inward appearance matters!

"Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them"

Moses with 
Ten Commandments

Juby Anoop, UK

A  m a n  
was explor-
ing caves by 
t h e  s e a -
shore. In one 
of the caves 

he found a canvas bag with a bunch 
of hardened clay balls. It was like 
someone had made balls of clay and 
left them out in the sun to bake. As he 
strolled along the beach, he had 
great fun taking the clay balls one by 
one and throwing it out into the 
ocean as far as he could. 

He never gave a thought about it 
until one of the clay balls dropped on 
a rock and it cracked open. Inside 
was a beautiful, precious stone!

Excited, the man started breaking 
open the remaining balls. Each 
contained a similar treasure. He 
found precious jewels in the 20 or so 

clay balls that were left.
He had been on the beach a long 

time. He had thrown maybe 50 or 60 
clay balls with their hidden treasure 
into the ocean waves. He ignored 
precious treasures only because the 
outer surface was not appealing. He 
was disappointed as he lost more 
than he gained.

Friends, let's compare this with 

people we relate to. Very often we 

look at the outward appearance and 

judge a person. We take no 

notice of an individual's 

good qualities and talents. 

We ourselves care more 

about our outside appear-

ance rather than building 

our inward qualities. An 

individual's wealth, physical 

appear-ance, status in society is how 

we measure a person. We often do 

not take the time to find the treasure 

hidden inside that person.

There is a treasure in each and 

every one of us. If we ask God to help 

us see a person the way He sees 

them, then the clay begins to peel 

away and the brilliant gem begins to 

shine forth. "For the Lord sees not as 

man sees: man looks on the outward 

appearance, but the Lord looks at 

the heart” (I Samuel 16:7).

They sold Joseph
to Ishmaelites
for 20 Shekels

Barnabas E. Johnson 
Nagpur.

Jemima M. Johnson 
Nagpur.

Good Samaritan

Banage P.K.

Jonathan & David
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