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Lot allowed
himself to be
attracted by the
richness and
beauty of a
sinful
neighborhood.
Abraham had a
vision about
eternity. The
glory of God that
he saw in the
beginning of his
journey had
never faded
from his vision!

Johnson
K. Samuel

There were two
Scottish brothers
named John and
David Livingstone.
John had set his
mind on making money and he did become a
wealthy man. But his name in the Encyclopedia
Britannica is listed simply as “the brother of
David Livingstone". While John had dedicated
himself to making money, David had invested
his life as a missionary to Africa. Two men - two
brothers, yet, both lived very different lives.

The contrast between Uncle Abraham and
Nephew Lot is interesting and worth noting. Both
uncle and nephew started their journey of faith
together, but finished it very differently.

A glorious intervention of God happened in
the life of Abraham. He left his own native land
and set out in faith and in obedience to the voice
of God. Lot shared the faith of his uncle and set
out to journey with him. So far, so good! God
blessed them both abundantly in Canan with
riches of cattle, silver and gold. The
consequence was that their households and
cattle had become too numerous for one place:
"The land was not able to bear them, that they
might dwell together; for their substance was
great" (Gen. 13:6). As a solution, Abraham
suggested separation of the two families and
offered Lot the first choice to select a new place
of dwelling.

Lot made the wrong choice. "Lot chose him
all the plain of Jordan --- and pitched his tent
toward Sodom. But the men of Sodom were
wicked, and sinners before the Lord
exceedingly" (Gen. 13:10-13). Now, Lot forgot
that his wealth was a sign of God’s favor on him
for leaving all his possessions in his native land
to follow the faith journey of his uncle. He
allowed himself to be attracted by the richness
and beauty of a sinful neighborhood. The
prosperity of a wicked people could not be
counted as a mark of God’s love.To look toward
Sodom was to go the way of the world, making
wealth the measure of all things and the sole
aim of life. The words of the Psalmist should be
our motto: " had rather be a doorkeeper in the

Uncle: ""A mighty prince"

Nephew: A distressed’ person!

house of my God than to dwell in the tents of
wickedness" (Psalm 84:10).

Lot lived with fear of God, an atribute that
he, probably, acquired from his uncle. Apostle
Peter calls him a ’righteous’ man, but
‘distressed’ in life (2 Peter 2:8). He did not
participate in the sins of Sodom, but could not
influence the society in which he lived. As a
rich man he built for himself a strong house, as
was evidenced by the fact that a crowd could
not pull it down! He became a councillor in the
society with power to sit at the gate of the city
and settle disputes of people! He was
‘distressed’ by the moral depravity of the
society, but did not do anything about it, even
when he was in a position to influence it
positively! He felt satisfied by his wealth and
position.

Abraham was also a wealthy man. But he
lived in the land “in tabernacles as in a strange
country, --- and looked for a city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is God”
(Hebrews 11:9,10). That showed his attitude to
his wealth. He had a vision about eternity. The
glory of God that he saw in the beginning of his
journey had never faded from his vision! He
entertained the angels under a tree in front of
his tent. His way of life, his worship of God on
the altar in front of his house, his family life
with his son and grand son and his behaviour
with people must have influenced the society
such that they had no hesitation to call him a
“Mighty Prince” among them (Genesis 23:6).

As individuals or as a group, are we content
with our wealth and status without exerting any
positive influence on the society? Do we have
eternity in our vision? We can draw a few
conclusions from the story of Abraham and Lot:

1. We may possess riches, but riches
should not possess us! Money can divide
families.

2. Believers should seek to resolve conflicts
among brothers as Abraham took the initiative
to resolve the conflict with Lot.

3. Believers should exhibit tenderness while
dealing with conflicts as Abraham’s words to
Lot were explicitly tender. =
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Value Based Lifestyle

Since life is full of choices, our value
awareness influences us in our decisions.
Adherence to good values will influence us to
be kind to one another, reach out to the needy,
be tolerant to different views, and care for others.
We will be careful in utilizing our resources and
refrain from certain luxuries putting a limit to
pursuing pleasures. We will be more
accommodating in all situations. Pleasures
have to remain at modicum in our lives to help
relax our minds (Matt. 5:39-42).

Exploiting others to indulge in inhuman
activities, unethical transactions, and running
business without a moral base creates a society
of corruption and bribery, which is contrary to
moral standards. We have come
along way in using various means
of modern technology in our day-
to-day life. Such knowledge
gained should be used for good
and not bad. The guidance of a
good value system is essential to
use the knowledge for the good
of humankind. Knowledge without
values leads to character erosion
and its consequences (Prov. 2:6).

Five basic human
values are love,
truth, right conduct,
peace and
nonviolence. When
love tugs at the
heart, it becomes
peace; when love

can be oneself without guise, nurturing abilities,
practicing trials and receiving love. Family
values make members respect each other.

Politics and Sports
(Phil. 2:1-3)

A political system has to embrace a number
of moral principles to ensure equality, freedom
and goodness to its citizens. Democratic values
must always be upheld. Trying to win elections
at any cost embracing deceptive methods reveal
only the degraded value system. If the winners
and losers in cultural and sports events are at
loggerheads trying to stamp on each other’s
foot, they reveal their poor
character. Sportsman-spirit
shows balanced response to
victories and failures.

Religious and community
life (Matt. 5:16; Col. 3:23)

Although spiritual values help
and encourage us to be better
human beings, the youths
associate religion and spirituality

- - pervades in with divisions and bitter
Five Ba§|c I.-|uman Yalues compassion, it communal activities. The values
(Matt. 5:48; Prov. 1:2-4) brings forth we got from religions in the past

They are IOVe, truth, r|ght nonV|O|ence helped us to StOp be|ng selfish

conduct, peace and nonviolence.

Love in words is truth; love in

action is righteousness. When love tugs at the
heart, it becomes peace; when love pervades
in compassion, it brings forth nonviolence. The
power of life-example of those involved in
educating matters a lot. Good values produce
superior character and refined responses in us.

Family Values
(Eph. 5:22 — 6:4)

Family values provide the initial learning
experiences that make one genuinely human,
and moulds children into ideal people. It is said
that “as the families are, so be mankind”. Family
life helps to develop a system of sound values
with the right priorities. It is a place where one

and to become sacrificial. One
could perform the best for
humanity when he is guided to do his services
as if doing for God. For example the doctor is
to treat patients considering that God comes
to the clinic in the guise of patients. All religions,
in different degrees, accept the value of love
and place it as synonym for God. Even those
who do not have faith in any particular religion
can accept good values and on that basis use
their knowledge for the good of the society.

Media ethics
(Prov. 4:11-16)

Journalistic ethics carries importance
because a majority of readers believes without
questioning what the newspapers publish. News
media should create awareness among people

Dr. George
Samuel
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The values we
got from
religions in the
past helped us
to stop being
selfish and to
become
sacrificial. One
could perform
the best for
humanity when
he is guided to
do his services
as if doing for
God!
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“The more |
count the
blessings |
have, the less
| think of the
luxuries | do
not have”.

It is God who
makes it
possible for
man to enjoy

a fulfilled life
although the
desires on his
list are not met

against deception and corruption. They have to
work as the conscience bearers of the society.

Ecological sustainability
(Genesis 1:27-31)

Thinking for the future is a luxury for those
who are surviving one day at a time. However,
we have to look at the implications of using
knowledge unscrupulously for development that
affects and makes the earth uninhabitable. We
have to have value awareness for environmental
conservation, especially to think in terms of
sustainable development, which is meeting our
needs without harming the ability of other people
to meet their needs.

Coping with the Realities of Life
(John 16:33)

We all have to cope with the
realities of life. Technical
knowledge alone does not equip
anyone to successfully overcome
obstacles in life. It is the personal
quality that contributes 85% to
our success and management
skills contribute just 15%.
Hopelessness and frustration
should not rip us apart. Let us
help our youngsters to focus on
their potential to become victors
and not victims, realizing that
crisis experiences are not to
break us but to make us.

Possibility to live a fulfilled life
(Phil. 4:11,12)

Forgive me for sharing the stressful and
distressing experiences of our family of three
sons suffering from the threatening Cystic
Fibrosis of which one died in early infancy, one
at age 22 and the other at age 32. Their lifelong
struggle in which my wife poured her life in
caring them for 28 years before her death, and
with my daughter’s help in looking after the two
boys till their death, facing my parents’ death
etc. did teach us to be better, not bitter.

Fulfillment in life is an important factor for
our well-being and happiness. The urge to fulfill
our cravings leads the human mind to
dissatisfaction and depression. It is true that
we may not be able to fulfill all the desires in
our list. However, our experience shows that it

Let us help our
youngsters to
focus on their
potential to
become victors
and not victims,
realizing that
crisis
experiences are
not to break us
but to make us.

is possible to live a fulfilled life in spite of having
many unfulfilled desires and unrealized dreams.

My wife, formerly a college lecturer by
profession, took care of our boys day and night,
giving them inhalation therapy, artificial
respiration when they become breathless, tube-
feed during their infancy, cleaning them up
during fecal discharge and vomiting etc.
Remember she was very much involved in
singing, directing a choir, organizing study
groups, directing camps and conferences even
from her student days, and teaching at the
university level. Since the birth of our children
she tried to do certain things that she could
from home. But she had to spend most of the
time at home in such stressful situations. Once
my wife’s classmate openly asked her how she
could accept such a life of facing the impending
death of our boys for several
years. She replied, “Oh, this is
my calling from God, and this
calling of taking care of my
children in this condition is in no
way inferior to the calling of
people who are top level leaders
and executives” (2 Peter 1:10).

At another time, | was much
concerned when the orthopaedic
surgeon advised the amputation
of my older son Johny’s left leg
below the knee which was
decaying and giving out foul smell.
When he was brought to the
hospital ward from the operation
theatre, some of our friends came
expressing their sympathies. But Johny
quipped, “perhaps this body which is supposed
to die any moment may require only one leg to
live”. | was even more touched when he uttered,
“two legs may be a luxury for this body”. With
the help of a nurse he wrote a quotation that he
knew, on a piece of paper and hung it at his
bedside: “The more | count the blessings | have,
the less | think of the luxuries | do not have”. It
is God who makes it possible for man to enjoy
a fulfilled life although the desires on his list are
not met (Luke 12:15,21).

Our children never allowed the life-
threatening iliness to defeat them. They were
deteriorating and their bodies were skinny, but
they used to encourage us by saying that
“although their hands are feeble, God’s hands
are able” and that they have “placed their feeble
hands into God’s able hands”. Indeed, God has
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the strength to bear us and carry us through
any hardship that we would face (Phil. 4:13).

Annie, my daughter struggling through all
the illnesses of her brothers and mother and
bereavements, proved through her services to
them and through academic achievements that
“perseverance is to make progress in the face
of adversities and problems”. We imparted to
the children, the values for turning problems into
projects and tragedies into triumph (Romans
5:3).

Become Better Human Beings
(Prov. 22:6; Romans 8: 28,29)

Itis not enough that an individual becomes
an expert in his/her field of specialization. They
should become better human beings in order
to be useful to the society and
to be effective in facing the
challenges of life. Value
education is to impart good
values which makes a person a
better human being. Values are,
indeed, certain orientations
which will help one to distinguish
between the right and wrong and
a capacity to accept and follow
the right, while rejecting and
dismissing the wrong from one’s
life.

The present educational
system is primarily concerned
with “how to make a living”,
ignoring the more fundamental
question, “how to live”. By laying
excessive stress on professional skill, the
relevance of character-building, the highest
human value is being ignored, it seems. The
knowledge and skills acquired in the absence
of an integrated system of values can be
dangerous and suicidal. In fact, character should
be the basis for achievement.

Character Excellence (Phil. 4:8)

Character formation begins in our infancy
and continues till death. In order to obtain
character excellence that enables a person to
be firmly rooted amidst all adverse
circumstances in life, he or she needs, not only
physical and mental nourishment but also
education based on spiritual values rather than
merely monetary values. Values provide a
structure to organize our lives.

The present
educational system ig
primarily concerned
with “how to make a
living”, ignoring the
more fundamental
question, “how to live”
By laying excessive
stress on professiona|
skill, the relevance of
character-building, the
highest human value
is being ignored

Self-discipline
(1 Cor. 9:27; Daniel 11:32)

Self-discipline is required to follow principles
even when one is naturally inclined not to follow
them. It covers a whole lot of area such as
punctuality, eating habits, dressing, attitude,
socializing (even on Internet or mobile phone),
being accountable, trustworthy, sincere,
hardworking and so on. With regard to opposite
sex, the matter of sexual urge is real but an
individual must be mature in his sexual
inclinations in order to be faithful and
responsible to the life-partner. Being responsible
in marriage, respecting the opposite gender
during dating or at other times, are disciplines
you must settle with, so that you can earn
respect, defeat temptations, and not violate the
moral principles. Remember that
human rights and personal
freedom are to be respected, it
is important that our individual
freedom needs to be subjected
to discipline. Our firm resolve to
obey principles, in spite of
pressures to violate them, is a
matter of personal quality and
strength, not a weakness.

Emotional Stability
(Eph. 3:16)

Emotional stability is another
aspect to attain even when you
are under pressure. Under
emotional turbulence, we
become extremely intolerant to listen to what
others have to say. The basis for endurance is
the kind of inner strength that can overcome
hopeless situations and help us to prod on.

Tools that Shape Personality
(Eph. 4:31,32)

These tools include people, events,
circumstances and incidents that serve to chip
away the rough edges of our personality. Some
of our dear ones, especially spouse and
colleagues are irreplaceable tools to shape us
into people with admirable character quality. Our
family members polish our rough edges and
make them smooth. We can influence the
character of others by making use of even the
irritations among us as an opportunity to
evaluate and perfect our own character.

Self-discipline

is required to
follow principles
even when one
is naturally
inclined not to
follow them.

It covers a
whole lot of area
such as
punctuality,
eating habits,
dressing,
attitude,
socializing
(even on Internet
or mobile
phone), being
accountable,
trustworthy,
sincere,
hardworking and
SO on.
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We see
intelligent design
everywhere in
the universe.
The whole

realm of nature
shouts about
the design of the
universe.
Design always
implies a
purpose. If so, it
must include the
entire creation.
Not only the
universe, but all
in it are in the
plan and
purpose of the
creator - that
includes each
one of us

Attitudinal Change (Phil. 4:8,9)

Attitudinal change is required to improve
character. It is said that our personality is the
visible outcome of our inner attitude. The quality
of character has its roots in our thought life.
There are various contributing factors to an
attitudinal change. The good insights we gain
from books can help us change our attitude.
God is able to help us change our attitude.
However, ultimately, the choice lies with us.

Mutual Concern (Gal. 6:2)

Mutual concern is a noble expression of
human relationship. Our behavior improves
considerably when we live in mutual
dependence, caring for others. Even those who
do not meet the expectations of the group’s
profile can be of some use.

Team Work & Interdependency
(Romans 12:5)

In Team Work, interdependency is an
important value, especially in our cooperative
efforts for success. Goals in life cannot be
achieved by one’s own efforts. It is said that
coming together makes a beginning, keeping
together, a progress, and working together,
success. The secret of success for the common
goal can come only from using individual talents
in cooperation. The members of a team can
celebrate together and it will be an opportunity
to help and encourage the lesser confident
team members.

Tolerance among members is what is most
needed. The behavior of some people may be
opposite of what we are familiar with. But if we
are able to see them with God’s eye as His
creation & His children, we can accept anybody.
Little patience and forgiveness will help.

Making Sense of Life and Future
(Jeremiah 29:11)

We see intelligent design everywhere in the
universe. The whole realm of nature shouts about
the design of the universe. Design always
implies a purpose. If so, it must include the
entire creation. Not only the universe, but all in
it are in the plan and purpose of the creator -
that includes each one of us. We are fashioned
by God, our creator for his purpose, and our
sense of right and wrong is born out of that
purpose.

Purpose in Life (Phil. 1:21)

Purpose in life is derived from beliefs. Beliefs
set the course for life. What we believe,
therefore, is crucial. When we believe that we
suffer for a purpose, our entire perspective is
changed. Even pain is not felt as pain when we
see the purpose in it. Some people are
paralyzed and disappointed because they are
not sure of such a purpose, since purposeless
pain is paralyzing.

The Shakable Present (2 Cor. 4:18)

Progress which seeks to give meaning to
history by fixing attention on a future earthly
utopia is collapsing. In the modern consumer
society, the intent appears to be immediate
consumption rather than an investment for the
future. It looks like modern market-strategy is
based on the assumption that man has only a
body, giving preeminence to the physical or the
material reality. But in most populations we see
the built-in capacity to satisfy the deepest
human longings and the desire to make sense
of things. Our sense of justice and injustice
demands some kind of compensation for the
problems of inequality and unfairness. We do
have questions on putting rational meaning into
such experiences of life, especially when we
realize that many we thought we could rely on,
are shakable.

The Unshakable Future (2 Cor. 5:1;
1 Cor. 15:19,33,34; Daniel 2:44)

We know that only the shakable can be
shaken, and that the unshakable cannot be
shaken. No longer does science by itself seem
capable of making sense of the universe. More
people these days realize that only faith in God
gives them stability and purpose. The goal and
hope in a meaningful future should be beyond
the reach of death, and yet not in such a manner
as to destroy the significance of all that lies on
this side of death. The curtain of death lies
across the path to the future. We can go forward
confidently even when the future is hidden,
provided someone opens a way through the
curtain of death. Jesus prepared a reliable track
for us to cross through the curtain of death. For
this, we have to have a faith that is rooted in
facts that are verifiable on the basis of publicly
accessible evidence, and which enables us to
have a strong grip on the solidly unshakable g
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How can we maintain

Meditations from

"Ephesians''

Unity in the Church?

“l, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with
which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with
one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”
(Eph. 4:1-3)

There is a major
break at this point in
Apostle Paul’s letter to
the Ephesian believers.
The above verses start
the second half of this
epistle in which Paul
emphasizes matters of
practical theology that
include the behavior of
Christian  believers
resulting from following
the doctrines taught in
the first half. Every
believer’s life should match the excellency of his/
her calling of Christ. While the previous three
chapters had dealt with the calling of a Christian
believer, the last three chapters deal with Paul
urging each believer to walk worthy of his/her
calling (see 2:2, 10; 4:1, 17; 5:2, 8, 15). The word
‘walk’ describes a person’s entire lifestyle. A
worthy walk is one that is consistent with a
Christian’s dignified position as a member of the
Body of Christ!

For the second time in this epistle, Paul refers
to himself as a prisoner; however, this time he is
“the prisoner of the Lord” (3:1; 6:20). What Paul
means is that he is totally controlled by the Lord
Jesus, and is now giving specific instructions
under His direction alone. As one who has been
imprisoned to the Lord Jesus as a result of his
faithfulness and obedience, Paul exhorts his
readers to walk worthy of their calling. He appeals
to them tenderly and gently using the language of
grace! In view of all that God’s grace has done for

believers should
practice all these virtues
with loving forbearance
and peace toward one
another. This will greatly
help in preserving the
unity between believers
that God has created in
the church. Seven elem-
ents unite believers in
the church, including
one body, one Spirit,
one hope, one Lord,
one faith, one baptism,
and one God and Father of all (vv. 4-6).

Therefore, in order to maintain unity in the
church we must submerge our own petty, personal
whims and attitudes, and work together in peace
for the glory of God and for common blessing.
Such internal, spiritual unity (John 17:21-23) can
be only produced and maintained by the Holy Spirit
since we are one in the Spirit. We should do our
best with persistent efforts, determination, and
perseverance. God has placed us together in the
church; we must work at preserving that unity. We
should live lives that will give consistent,
undeniable evidence of the truth of the gospel just
like our Lord (1 Pet. 2:21-23; 1John 2:6). Having
peace with God and with one another is the unifying
bond that holds all together. We are also “one in
Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28), so we must endeavor to
make that spiritual unity a practical reality in our
daily lives as well.

“Now | plead with you, brethren, by the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the

1V. From Chapter 4
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them (as described earlier in chapters 1-3), Paul  same thing and that there be no divisions among word.com
now urges his readers to live in a manner befitting  you, but that you be perfectly joined together in
the divine call which had summoned them to the same mind and in the same judgment”
salvation. (Apostle Paul, 1 Cor. 1:10)
Overall, Paul stresses the importance of living “Finally, all of you be of one mind, having
in unity. God will facilitate unity in answer to prayer, compassion for one another; love as brothers, be
but believers are responsible to obey Him. Three  tenderhearted, be courteous; not returning evil for
virtues contribute to unity in the church: humility,  evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary
gentleness, and patience. These are the virtues  blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that
that our Lord Jesus Christ demonstrated when  you may inherit a blessing.” (Apostle Peter, 1 Pet.
He was on earth (Phil. 2:5-8). It is evident that 3:8-9) [ ]
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Youth Forum

Allow your 'Doubts’

To fuel the Kingdom of God!

"Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! Who has
known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?” (Romans 11:33,34)

One of the hardest issues that we
come across in our Christian lives is
the problem of how to deal with doubt.
Many times, when we think of doubt it
seems to be a large, ominous feeling
that comes to light through the
emergence of science and technology.
We often believe that it becomes
cultivated in school and in educational
institutions, or that is brought into our
workplaces through our interactions
and conversations with other people.

However, doubt is not an issue
unique to the 21st century. It isn’'t a
recent experience. Instances and
problems with doubt have always been
present, before the time of Jesus in
the Old Testament days and even
while Jesus was physically living
among people.

When we approach

Houston

understanding that exists between God
and mortals like us. For us it is easy
to doubt because we don’t have the
capacity to understand the world or
ourselves in the way God does.

We never have the full image,
instead we depend on only a fraction

limited understanding and knowledge
doesn’t make it easy for us to see
things in His way. Thus, we open
ourselves up to doubt because we
can’t see the larger image.

Now that we have addressed the
issue of why we doubt, we can turn to
the bible and find examples of where
doubt has plagued others. This issue
is not a new one. It's a pervasive
problem which has existed from the
fall of man, and the first example that
we want to pay attention to is from
Genesis 3:1-5. This is a familiar
passage to us, where we first see the
introduction of the serpent in the bible.
Always pay attention to the firsts that
occur in the bible, because there is
always a deeper meaning behind it.
Here we see the first words
that Satan speaks, and his

this problem, it is
important to break it
down and understand the
issue before we can even
begin to tackle it. In the
process of doing so, the
first question we must

Doubt is not an issue unique to the 21st
century. It isn’'t a recent experience. Instances
and problems with doubt have always been
present, before the time of Jesus in the Old
Testament days and even while Jesus was

physically living among people.

words give us great insight
into the function of doubt.
Here, the serpent
introduces a question, not a
statement or an observation.
He doesn’t directly go against
anything that God says, but

rather asks Eve to examine

ask is, why?

Why do we doubt?

There is no easy answer to this
question. However, one of the
fundamental answers is that doubt
exists because we are not equal to
God. Paul says in Romans 11:33,34:
“Oh, the depth of the riches of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable his judgments, and his
paths beyond tracing out! Who has
known the mind of the Lord? Or who
has been his counselor?” This verse
proclaims the difference of

of God'’s overall picture to maintain our
faith and our lives.

What does this mean on the
individual level? It means that we don’t
view our situation or circumstances in
the same way God views them. God
can put every situation of ours into
context. He can view our problems and
issues as a thread in a larger tapestry.
He sees how each problem we face
can lead to His glory. He sees how
each issue is meant to help both us
and others around us. However, when
we look at the exact situation, our

God’s words herself. He asks
Eve, “Did God really say you must not
eat from the tree?” This simple
question and the words that follow play
a certain role.

First it causes us to doubt what
the words of God are. That is, we
ask ourselves “what did God really say
to me?’ We question if God is the one
who is speaking to us and we ask what
He is really saying in our lives. This
can materialize in many ways. We ask
ourselves questions such as “Is God
really asking me to preach? To teach?
To be a missionary?” We doubt the
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words and promises He has given us.
One of the clearest examples of this
is from Genesis 17:17 with Abraham
and Sarah when God gave them a
promise of a son and the first thing
Sarah did was laugh from doubt. Just
like them we question God’s words,
failing to understand that our God is
always faithful, and His words will
always come through regardless of
what we think.

The second thing we see from
serpent’s words in the garden is how
we doubt the purpose of God, that
is we doubt the why behind God’s
words. We ask ourselves this all the
time, “why is God telling me this? Is it
really for my good? Is it really for His
glory?” Gideon is a great example of
this kind of doubt. In Judges 6:13: “If
the Lord God is with us, why are we
having so much trouble?

C.S.. Lewis presents a great case
in this. When his wife was sick and no
amount of prayer seemed to be helping
her, he went through a period of great
doubt. He wrote this regarding the time
saying “We were...promised
sufferings. They were part of the
program. We were even told, ‘Blessed
are they that mourn,” and | accepted
it. I've got nothing that | hadn’t
bargained for. Of course, it is different
when the thing happens to oneself, not
to others, and in reality, not in
imagination.”

Here you see a great man of God
admitting that it is much harder for us
to put into action and accept the things
we know about God when we are the
ones facing a terrible situation, and
when the worst things happen in our
own lives.

to ask: “Are you the one who is to
come, or should we expect someone
else?”Doubts cropped up when he was
facing a threat! Jesus replied, “Go
back and report to John what you hear
and see. --- Blessed is anyone who
does not stumble on account of me”
(Matthew 11:2-6).

Believers, doubt is not an issue by
itself. It is not something negative,
something we should push to the side.
When we face doubt in our own lives,
never try to avoid it. Rather use it to
grow stronger.

So how, therefore, do we
overcome doubt?

Pray, meditate on the word of God.
Allow Him to open your capacity for
understanding and lead you to the
knowledge and faith you need to get
beyond it. Realize that

Where are the miracles our

ancestors told us he did
when the Lord brought them
out of Egypt? But now he
has handed us over to the
Midianites”. Here, Gideon
doubts God’s purpose in his
life and asks the same

question we do. The

question of why.

We doubt the purpose of God, that is,
we doubt the 'why’ behind God’s words.

We ask ourselves this all the time,

“why is God telling me this? Is it really for my good?

Is it really for His glory?”

Gideon is a great example of this kind of doubt.
Gideon doubts God’s purpose in his life and asks

the same question we do.

you may not be able to
answer your questions
alone. In this way, reach
out to pastors, scholars
and teachers around you
who can help. Read and
learn.

Allow your doubt to
fuel your craving for God.

Use it to become a

The third kind of doubt
that is presented is an important kind.
At a deeper level, the serpent is
causing Eve to doubt God’s
characteristics, who He is. The
serpent tells Eve that she will not die if
she eats the fruit, but we know that
eating the fruit is the beginning of sin,
of which the price is death. Thus, he
leads her to ask “Is God truthful?” The
snake also encourages doubt of the
goodness of God, implying God is
holding back something good from
them (v. 5). These two characteristics
of God are the ones that we doubt the
most, the truthfulness of God and
the goodness of God.

We need to understand that many
times our doubt comes from the
contradiction between what we know,
and what we feel when we pass through
difficult situations.

But even through all of this, whether
we find ourselves questioning God’s
words, His purpose or His
characteristics or even when we are
put through situations that we do not
understand, we must realize that we
are not alone.

We have the example of John the
Baptist who was put in prison by Herod
for admonishing him for his wrong
doings. John knew for certain that
Jesus was the Messiah. He saw Holy
Spirit descending on Him at the time
of His baptism (John 1:33,34).
Probably, John expected Jesus to
intervene on his behalf and get him out
of the prison! But Jesus was not doing
anything! In that crisis situation,
doubts began to gather in John’s mind
whether Jesus was, indeed, the Son
of God and sent his disciples to Jesus

stronger Christian. And
more than that share with others the
answers you have found. Your doubts
of today may become your testimony
tomorrow, and in this way impact more
people than you could have imagined.
Remember, Apostle Thomas, the
one who doubted about the
resurrection of Jesus. But Jesus did
not rebuke him for his attitude, but took
personal care to appear before him ti
remove his doubt and strengthen his
faith. Thomas turned out to be such a
courageous person to travel all the way
to bring the Gospel to India! It is
because of Apostle Thomas that many
of us had the privilege of being born in
Christian families and hearing the Good
News of salvation.
In the same way, allow your doubts
to fuel the Kingdom of God. ®
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The Lord asks,

“Why are you not in the fields
though the harvest is plenty?”
You are in the conference halls
You are in the committee meetings

You are busy building halls of marble
You are in the malls for the latest mobiles

Where Are You?

Haven’tyou been enriched by the
Pauline literature?
Haven’'t you heard how Peter, Andrew,
James and John worked?

No time for harvest, you say!
Alright, I'll send those who never knew me
Remember | am your bridegroom
| don’t want any infidelity from my bride

Mrs. Mary Mathew
IPC Kanjurmarg
Mulund

You are in the prayer tower
(Of course you pray dear!)

| can’t get you with me often

You say you were at a candle service
You say you were at a memorial service

Rise up, Rise up leaving all your worldly ways
Where are my modern disciples?
Can | find a Peter or Paul among you?
Hurry up, deny yourselves O Church!

Awaken now! | AM COMING SOON!

(\§
€D A required change of priorities!

Jesus asked them: “Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you still not see or understand?
Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And don’t you remember?
When | broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?” (Mark 8:17-21)

As you start reading this article, | hope
and pray that this material will bring a
little essence to your everyday life.

As a grown up individual and being
brought up in a Christian family, it has
been a beautiful experience to know who
God is and to understand His working in
my life.

As my everyday testimony, | can say
that | have experienced God at His best.
Although there are times when my heart
is troubled about tomorrow: What will |
encounter in future? How is it going to
be? In fact, we all have similar worries,
that is human nature. We get so
engrossed in worldly matters that we
forget God and even shorten the time that
we keep aside for Him and His work

In Mark 8:17-21, we see Jesus
asking a question to His disciples about
all the miracles He did. They, despite
witnessing all His miracles, were not
able to understand the mighty works of
God. Same goes with us, including me.

In Jeremiah 29:11, God promises
that He has sketched a marvellous plan
for our lives which will help us to prosper,
to give a hope and a future.

Father Almighty Himself has

Pheby Anna Varghese
IPC Antop Hill, Mumbai

promised His children to rest assured
through the Bible. He is there for us in
our best and worst days. Jehovah Jireh.
But does that mean we should be
lethargic? No. Whatever work God has
assigned to us, it must be done with our
whole heart and soul.

Knowing our priorities is the most
important aspect of our life. It is not about
having time, it is about finding time for
God as He has made us and chose us
as His first priority. When we keep God
in front of us, everything will fall into place
and there will come a time when things
will turn up to be easy for us than most
other people.

We all are waiting for Jesus’ arrival
to take us back home. Are we actually
ready? The delay in His arrival is should
be taken as His grace to examine and
find the areas in our life that need
improvemen and correction. The time is
very short and we cannot afford to wait
for tomorrow.

| pray that those who are unsaved
may accept Jesus Christ as their true
and personal Saviour and take baptism
not only by water but also by the fire of
the Holy Spirit. We do not have any role
models in our life except Jesus. Walking
in the way of truth is going to be an
experience of walking on fire but the result
will be worthwhile.

We just have one life, dedicate it to
Jesus Christ as He died for us. We are
going to feel lonely from the world’s point
of view, but there will be full support from
Almighty God. We will become so
capable and strong enough to climb any
mountain!

“Stand tall, yet breathe in the fear of the
Lord,
Allow yourself to lean and as He leans

Find your spirit cleansing whole.

Come to know Him and be known” o
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Battle Against Apathy!

“I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. | wish you were either one or the
other! So, because you are lukewarm - neither hot nor cold - | am about to spit you out of

Apathy is becoming more and more
rampant in churches worldwide. At the
same time, fewer and fewer people are
discussing or admitting that this is a
real problem.

The dictionary defines apathy as
the lack of enthusiasm, interest, or
concern. As believers, we have all gone
through at least one season in our life
where we have been under the feelings
of “spiritual apathy”. It might have been
the past season that you went through
or maybe the season you might be
going through right now or else it could
be the coming season of your life. If
you are prepared to fight this evil that
Satan brings, you have gained victory
over something many people fail.

When you turn to the last and the
prophetic book of the New Testament,
Revelation and read through the third
chapter, you will find what the Lord has
to say about the church in Laodicea,
which symbolizes the present and the
last church age before the coming of
our Lord and Saviour. The Lord says 1
know what you are doing. | know you
aren’t cold or hot. | wish you were either
one or the other! But you are lukewarm.
You aren’t hot or cold. So | am going

my mouth"” (Revelations 3:15,16)

™ e
Johanna Tresa Shibu
Houston

to spit you out of my mouth’.

It really hurts when you realize that
this is what the Lord wants to say
about us and that we make the Lord
feel angry about us. | want you all to
ask yourself a question: ‘What was “it”
that caused me to be less passionate
towards the Lord?’ One of the ways to
answer this question is to ask God. It
is possible to obey without love and
cling to the truth and serve God, yet
do so in loveless and lifeless fashion.
But will it please God? Never, because
He always checks our motives and
intentions rather than the impact of the
action.

A believer who might feel spiritually
apathetic should confess any known
sins and ask God’s cleansing and

renewal. Like when King David realized
he had committed a huge sin, he cried
out to the Lord, ‘Create in me a pure
heart, O God, and renew a steadfast
spirit within me’.

Here are three things as answers
to overcome apathy:

Remember:

First, the spiritually apathetic
person needs to remember or think
back to the time when he/she sensed
the warmth and closeness of Christ’s
presence.

Repent:

Then he/she needs to repent; that
is, they need to see their spiritual
apathy as sin and confess it to God.

Renew:

Finally, he/she needs to renew; that
is, they must cultivate a renewed
commitment to the Lord - not just
serving the Lord but knowing Him,
praising Him and fellowshipping with
Him.

Remember what enjoyment you
once had in Christ and the joy of your
salvation, repent of where you have
allowed apathy to get into your life and
renew your commitment and work for
what God has destined foryou. @

Vs

~

Quotable Quotes from Rev. A.W. Tozer

-

"As the excellence of steel is strength, and the excellence of art is beauty,
so the excellence of mankind is moral character"

"The Spirit-filled life is not a special, deluxe edition of Christianity.
It is part and parcel of the total plan of God for His people"

"The most critical need of the church at this moment is men, bold men, free men.
The church must seek, in prayer and much humility, the coming again of men made of the stuff of which prophets

and martyrs are made"

"We are not diplomats but prophets, and our message is not a compromise but an ultimatum"

“The church that is not jealously protected by mighty intercession and sacrificial labors will before long become the abode
of every evil bird and the hiding place for unsuspected corruption. The creeping wilderness will soon take over that church
that trusts in its own strength and forgets to watch and pray"

A.W. Tozer

®

July 2018

11

Suvartha



S/

&

JKS

“Having a conversation”
to replace “preaching”?

Some Christian leaders are
beginning to talk about replacing
“preaching” with “having a conversation”!
They feel that we should stop “preaching”
from the pulpit and start being more
passive and less confrontational. Today,
the truth is often neglected, watered-
down, or avoided altogether in the hope
of not offending members and building
a large audience. Judgment is never
mentioned, repentance is never sought,
and sin is often excused. They want to
build a church rather than break a heart;
be politically correct rather than biblically
correct; coddle and comfort rather than
stir and convict. “Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners” (I Timothy
1:15), yet, many avoid words such as sin
and repentance. Pastors are to be pillars
who support truth, not who oppose it.
Truth is not “flexible”. Truth liberates, truth
rebuilds, truth restores, truth heals, truth
transforms, truth prevails - you don’t
change truth - truth changes you!

Some genuine Christian leaders are
asking: “Where are the Isaiahs and
Jeremiahs calling nations to
repentance? Where are the Peters and
Pauls who spoke with such authority that
martyrdom did not silence them? Where
are the Spurgeon’s who spoke with such
authority? Where are the D.L. Moodys
who brought America to her knees? As
the church falls deeper into self-reliance
and further from reliance on God, our
need for bold leadership has never been
greater. We must stop confusing God’s
patience with His approval and preach
with conviction from the pulpits again”.

Let us say ‘Amen’ to that!

Bible in ‘sign language’!

CBN News reports that Wycliffe Bible
translators have begun work on reaching
the deaf community with a sign language
Bible translation. Chantel Pagan, the
director of ‘Advocacy for Deaf Bible
Society’ explained that, although deaf
people can read the Bible, having it
translated into sign language

level. She asks: “So why not give them
Scripture in their heart language? Why
not translate the Scriptures in a format
that they can understand and offer video
that they can have on technological
devices?" Wycliffe hopes to create a
standardized, all-encompassing sign
language translation to serve deaf
people.

The Bible has been translated into
thousands of languages across the
globe, but one people group that is often
unable to read the Bible in a language
they can understand is the deaf
community. Let us hope and pray that
the efforts of Wycliffe bear fruit soon.

Mark of the ‘Beast’?

Thousands of Swedish citizens are
having microchips implanted under their
skin to replace credit cards, keys and
personal identification. According to a
report by AFP, Ulrika Celsing, a 28-year-
old Swede, has a microchip in her hand.
To enter her work, she waves her hand
in front of a box and then types in a code.
No key or physical ID card is needed.

)

She said: "It was fun to try something
new and to see what one could use it for
to make life easier in the future".

Sweden’s national railway allows people
to use microchips in place of tickets.
Patrons can board the train by having their
hand scanned.

Some pastors and ‘End Times’

theologians believe microchipping will
play a role in the End Times, although by

their biblical interpretation it will look
different than in Sweden. The verse often
referenced in discussions about
microchipping is Revelation 13:16,
which says the beast “forced all people,
great and small, rich and poor, free and
slave, to receive a mark on their right
hands or on their foreheads”. Pastor Dave
Doyle said: "I take microchipping as a
form of the mark. It will eventually become
something that is mandatory, and those
who refuse it will have to deal with the
authorities who do not appreciate their
opinions”. A popular Christian website
said: “Having a medical or financial
microchip inserted into your right hand
or forehead is not the mark of the beast.
The mark of the beast will be an end-
times identification required by the
Antichrist in order to buy or sell”.

Technological advancements are all
pointing towards an authoritarian ruler
will be able to control everything as per
his will. But, thank God, we will soon fly
away before that happens!

The film, “I can only imagine”

The faith-based film, “I Can Only
Imagine” shocked Hollywood at the box
office in March. In its first three weeks, it
has grossed $83 million. The movie tells
the story behind the famous ‘MercyMe’
song, “l Can Only Imagine”, detailing how
singer Bart Millard’s abusive father came
to Christ late in life.

Bart Marshall Millard (born Dec. 1,
1972) is an American singer and
songwriter who is best known as the
leader of the band 'MercyMe'. @
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"Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them"

There
were two best
friends named Chris and Josh who
always spent time together. Chriswas a
Christian while Josh did not believe in
God. Josh always made fun of Chris
whenever Chris talked about God as a
Creator. Josh would always pass
remarks on Chris because he believed
that everything was created by God.
Chris always told Josh that there was
an intelligent creator behind all this.
One day Chris and Josh walked
through a farm. Looking around the
farm Chris said to Josh, "Don’t you feel
there is a creator who made so many
different types of vegetation"? But Josh
made fun of Chris saying, “Your God is
so silly. Look, He made so big an apple
tree, but the apple is so small”. Then he
looked at the pumpkin and said, "Look
at the small plant and its fruit is such a

God is so foolish?

| Godissofoolish? i

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable,
. always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
oo that your labor is not in vain in the Lord” (I Corinthians 15:58).

big pumpkin. Big tree has a small fruit
and small plant has big fruit. That’'s why
| say, your God is foolish. God has no
common sense!” Chris had no answer
to this comment. Later after a long walk
on the farm Chris and Josh were tired
and they decided to rest. Both of them
rested under an apple tree, soon both
were fast asleep when an apple fell
from the tree on Josh’s head. Josh
woke up with a start and began to

scream but soon calmed
down after realizing that it was
an apple that fell on his head.
Chris then looked at Josh and
said, "You said my God who created
this universe is foolish, but Josh,
imagine if the apple tree had a big fruit
like a pumpkin, then you would be now
in a hospital with a broken head”!

Dear children, we serve a wise God.
We may not understand whatever is
happening in our lives, but God is
intelligent in the way He designed
everything. God'’s ways are bigger than
your ways and His thinking you cannot
fathom with your own intelligence. Bible
says in Isa. 55:8,9: “For my thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As
the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts”. -

4 David Rilling Goliath
NS by stories

Aaron B. Thomas
Panvel

Picture story
of Dariel
Part - IV

Banage P.K.

| beseech thee ten days and let them
give us pulse to eat and water to drink
Then let our countenance be looked .

At the end of ten days their countenance
appeared fairer and fatter than other children

e
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&. A

o faarfaet 3 31w A @ S &
EERIRIE IR AR CRIERIE R R I K
R e (fEE.R:%%) | BW wIE
fow 3ge U g, & ww SeM ush
(3:3,%)| g8 JAS H ST T B
T TS H oft T BT 2| A B
TR o6 T % [T A1 3L & 1o
T o foT0 &4 3@ 331 3|

i) uHm % free a8 = R T
ST & el ¢d & Sve dael H dor¥ ¢ 3R
I g A |

ii) g g9 S Fo™ 91d |, 91 ¢
(2frm. 2:%-20)]

MATRIMONIAL

Christian Pentecostal parents
invite proposals for their son 27
years, 5'56", fair, good looking.
B.Sc. Computer Science, doing
jobin IT Industry. Hindu Ezhava
converted family. Well settled in
Mumbai. Fatheris a Pastor.

Mob.: 09967839604
09168404341

Born again girl, settled in
Banglore, Age 26, Doctor of
Pharmacy, invite proposals
from God fearing, well educated
boys. Contact: 09739811405

IPC Sunday School Association, Maharashtra State is completing
25 years in ministry. God has enabled us to train hundreds of
children according to the word of God and bring many of them into

the saving knowledge of Christ.

To commemorate the provisions of the Lord for the last 25 years
and to thank and praise Him, we have decided to arrange a
meeting on 18th October 2018, Thursday, 10.00 amto 1.30 pm

at ARC, Panvel.

Chief Guests:
Bro. Kurien Joseph (Director, IPC Sunday School Association, Kerala)
(President, IPC Maharashtra State)
Pastor P. A. George (President, IPC Gujarat State)

A Jubilee Souvenir, containing the history of Sunday School, its
purpose and many other scholarly articles , also will be released

Pastor P. Joy

in the meeting.

All are cordially invited
Director, IPC Sunday School Association,

IPC SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
MAHARASHTRA STATE
SILVER JUBILEE MEETING

Maharashtra.
MATRIMONIAL BRCLDyOITRSS

Malayali Pentecostal parents
having Hindu background (settled
in Maharashtra) seek marriage
alliance for their born again,
baptized and morally sound
daughter (30 yrs; 165 cms),
brought up in Maharashtra and
working as a General Nurse in a
reputed hospital in Pune.
Interested parties may contact:

Mob.: 9271 683 954
7756 856 446 / 7756 856 336

\. J

If you have been blessed by this
Magazine please introduce it to
others. To receive this magazine
please contact :

SUVARTHA PUBLICATIONS
P.0. Box No. 17082, Tilaknagar,
Chembur, Mumbai - 400 089
Mob.: 9821 33 22 73

9lo. Mo BHAMMIOD®IW]BlH9))H>
af)AN@IEM  ENANOBM @RIV -
@REFa00 alO6I).

MOMOS  HoaDABY  ECAVIEM)BSIM3
Ao, AleudaHIT3 CHOSB alOANECHN
M®) VMo aJODIM) QICVENBD®)
ene. V)ANEUDEUBCAILIHDANIBI CHO
SO HENIAUNBHAZ MSTIMAN@)o
HETVOCAS]a)) OBHIS)ANIMNDAELY
an @RAOIGWsMo. 666NUMIUB CHH08E2)
&1@3 GaldLllo ARIWOSE] ALAa00 )0
WBH@IEM. DD BRAIDHSESHONOW
(1M, B0} alCH aflel aId
aHEIBU BHYIWIEMIOUB ARIWIS] V)
(UIUDMOOS  af)siPo VM IAOW]
B3)OCENENo af)IN BREZaOs GRE
(10WAQ|S). HOBAI alHANEHNOATV
@000 TVLIMUTTHAIW] GRMYW)
allo|@ auudlaime M| alem
OO  B)O}rICWOIW  2I1YAIOMEY,
20y ©eBQIEORIGHIMECAUME] Oal
COUIlEN)QIOMIEM af)IMB»HOS 300
oofla flaf). o
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@)QI0OM)6I1BI TVIa0210 0 ?

@ldbajlo @IBJURIHA00IAM).
¢QlBal0S MVEAWIPMVBU3 BRWIH:
MENROVIO)IM BO) BR/YGUG TLEINS
MODIT3  GRMYEIAHO  EIHEMEDTD
#9)0l2,] MVoMVOBHN)BH@)NBOXI. @17y
AflaHOOD@3 B)0a] CENIOW QAN
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©) @SHOM0V0)M). aflarfls enes
OMBS QleHWEIBUD ))S)D@3 6D
B0040 621QQI008 @RAITLOO LIElL)).
@REBOM  CUMINENIB, GO
QIALIBHI B0 MDEIWAIONS B)D)
alCBUEBEICEINS TLoAIBAIENOS
20)alSl alOW)QINM8  @RAITLOEEBUY
96N80)l.

(NIB OSN3 AVAY a0 Ql) A0 V) BB
VoI0Bo @RAIV)AS NSWVIMT 21LIm
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©)1B2]@OW)o BRAIGIGE alLl@BeN0
AUW®®HB AN QI LI0H}H®)o
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©fl. @GREBOMSS 21£18 ¢0IGalI0S)
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B1O3 @PAIOHO BPANESHH 6N @A
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B006MAICVWEN0  af)OANIV) (A IO
HH @GOG o NODleneE.

@RS)OID) BHILION) 6)al6)ANCHN
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G0 |@8 (IAVDIAUMBOB  af)sin
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MENOS TLVMOTHNOTG MYV
af)aM) al0WIAN® EMHM{MINEM. @
QIS EONDMMIAN ENETBAOM DRI
@IOM3 MIMES TVLAYa0o BRG AUBHEAI
2])0»0S)HNHOL].  BR®ODIEE
@O MANOS AWIAHIOL! gDEIS;
oH1B B0} aIBIWIAIHO MEJGIEM. 00
eMo NOMIGIE @REl(EINWEBUWD al0
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(AIVOMMIEM. DD AUVENMBIEM
#9008 Qe (Mo N@IOME)
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Qfla@eB8)M00 ¢l (BHROMIW
@200 aflcwosdlapss afllaxwenns
GBW)o 2102 OaIY)B. B0} GRYOID,
aflawomo (Spiritual Harassment)
@RAIOSVISWIE MSHNOYD).

aVAUOBOINO AUIVMBNIGDIS  af)
AN 2I0W)AUONBB®?

MIMOS LIGU GBS BAUVMEBEB)0
QISOO QIENDIEM. alGHH Mo af)so3)
eacmldiislel. allvoeriecadle qvay@
OMOL! CHAILI HODHCTNISId>
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