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It has certainly
given a sense of
urgency in the
minds of all
believers the
need to preach
the gospel and to
prepare in
holiness to meet
the Lord. So shall
we call this virus
a 'Purpose
driven
Pandemic'?

Johnson
K. Samuel

Apostle Paul
has a special
affection for the
church in Philippi, as it is the first chuch founded
by him in Europe and it is a church which
continues to help him financially in times of
need in his missionary journeys. Now he is
writing to the church from his prison in Rome.
The scope of the epistle is to confirm them in
the faith, to encourage them to walk as becomes
the gospel of Christ, to caution them against
judaizing teachers and to express gratitude for
their Christian bounty. He specially wants to
fortify them against being cast down at his
sufferings.

No doubt, the Philippians are grieving greatly
because he is a prisoner, but he assures them
that all things have turned out to the furtherance
of the gospel. He has got an opportunity to
reach those whom otherwise he never could
have had access to. His bonds in Christ have
become known in all the palace through the
'Palace Guards' in whose charge he is placed
(Acts 28:16). It is reasonable to assume that
Paul is not missing any opportunity to
communicate the gospel of Jesus Christ to
those soldiers who are guarding him. Taking
courage from his boldness, many brothers
outside are encouraged to preach the gospel
with greater zeal than ever before. The apostle
is declaring that whatever has happened to him
- being in chains as a prisoner in Rome - has
worked for the furtherance of the gospel rather
than a hindrance.

Apostle Paul was facing an indefinite future
as a prisoner. Even then, he is exhibiting a
tremendous zeal for the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Now let us extend the situation of Paul to a
larger canvas - from a personal level to an
international level. Let us look at the present
situation facing nations of the world due to this
dreadful pandemic. We are also facing an
uncertain future. As | write this piece, the
economies of even the richest nations are in
shambles. No one is able to predict when any

A 'Purpose driven
Pandemic'!

"But | want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me

have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, ---- and most

of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are
much more bold to speak the word without fear” (Phil. 1:12-14)

nation can regain their previous status! As
integral parts of the society, all the church
communites are also facing the same kind of
future. The church buildings are locked down.
No large gatherings are possible in the near
future. But have worship gatherings stopped?
Has preaching of the gospel come to an end?
Have prayer meetings stopped? No, never! All
christian activities have only increased both in
volume and frequency. Multiple telephone prayer
lines are active at all times of the day and night
bringing together prayer partners from various
parts of the world! God's people continue their
fellowship on the 'zoom' platform. The zest for
the gospel of Jesus Christ has increased beyond
all measue!

As mentioned earlier, the courage shown
by the apostle during his iprisonment to
communicate the gospel to the 'Palace Guards'
has given confidence to believers outside in the
city to declare the gospel fearlessly! In other
words, Paul's imprisonment has increased the
ministry of the church instead of acting as a
hindrance!

At the conclusion of the epistle, Apostle
Paul conveys to Philippians the greetings of
the brothers with him and all the saints in
Caesar's household! "The brethren who are with
me greet you. All the saints greet you, but
especially those who are of Caesar’s household
(Philippians 4:21,22). It appears that many
influential people in Caesars's palace have
become believers. It has given added courage
to Christians in Rome to preach the gospel to
others. So shall we call Paul's imprisonment
a 'Purpose driven imprisonment'?

The gospel is being preached abundantly
now in this locked down situation all over the
world. This pandemic which has affected all the
nations of the world is a certain sign of the return
of our Lord. It has certainly given a sense of
urgency in the minds of all believers the need
to preach the gospel and to prepare in holiness
to meet the Lord. So shall we call this virus
a 'Purpose driven Pandemic'? Py
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Dysftunctional Relationship
in the Church

"For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without
self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power.

And from such people turn away!" (2 Timothy 3:2-5)

1. Introduction

Churches with dysfunction can be seen
anywhere in the world today. Dysfunction is the
hallmark of difficult relationships. Due to this,
lives of believers are tensed, and the peace and
purpose of the church is thwarted. A healthy
relationship is one in which there is oneness of
goals, purpose, values, and beliefs. That's why
Amos 3:3 asks us, “Can two walk together,
unless they are agreed?” Bible also says that,
“Where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion
and every evil thing are there” (James 3:16). In
this paper, my attempt is to look into reasons
of dysfunctional relationships in the church and
approach it from theological and biblical
perspective. In doing this, | have divided this
paper into three sections. First of all, | will look
into the definition of dysfunctional relationship
in the church. Secondly, | will delineate the
reasons of dysfunctional relationship in the
church. In doing this | will deal with two important
biblical passages to get a clear idea. Thirdly, |
will bring out certain resolutions for the
churches.

2. What is Dysfunctional Relationship?

According to Webster English dictionary,
dysfunctional relationship is “abnormal or
unhealthy interpersonal behavior or interaction
within a group". In other words, they do not
emotionally support the participants, foster
communication among them, appropriately
challenge them, or prepare or fortify them for
life in the larger world. It means that
dysfunctional relationships are relationships that
do not perform their appropriate function. This
can be explained with the analogy of a normal
family setting. A dysfunctional family is one
where improper and immature behavior of at

least one person damages the growth of
individuality and healthy relational skills among
the family members. Consequently family
members are impaired emotionally,
psychologically and spiritually. Moreover,
everyone in the family is negatively affected even
when only one family member experiences a
problem. Bible says that “He who brings trouble
on his family will inherit only wind, and the fool
will be servant to the wise” (Proverbs 11:29).
Since church can be seen as a family, this is
true with the church also. That means
dysfunctional relationships in the church leads
into devastating consequences in the church.

This discussion should lead one to ask the
question that what a functional relationship is.
This also can be described with the example of
a typical family setting. A functional family is
one where proper and mature behavior of two
parents cultivate a healthy balance between
individuality and relational skills among family
members. In other words, a functional family is
one where healthy emotional, psychological and
spiritual growth is cultivated among family
members. That means when family members
encounter problems, they cultivate the ability
to face difficulty with confidence and the support
of other family members.

3. Causes of Dysfunctional Relationship

Today we are challenged with the problem
that there is dysfunctional churches everywhere
and how we deal with it is a mundane task in
front of us.Whether we accept it or not, the
problem of dysfunctional relationship is a
serious issue in churches and one may find
many reasons to this. But generally speaking,
there is no doubt that the root cause of
dysfunctional relationship is sin. Just because
someone is saved doesn’t mean that they are

Rev. Dr. Wilson
Varkey Ph.D

A functional
family is one
where healthy
emotional,
psychological
and spiritual
growth is
cultivated among
family members.
That means
when family
members
encounter
problems, they
cultivate the
ability to face
difficulty with
confidence and
the support of
other family
members.
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What Paul is
saying is that
God has placed
us in the body
where He wants
us to be. It may
not be a high
profile position, it
may not be
glamorous, it
may not even be
what we want to
do. But if it
pleases the
Lord, thenitis
the right place
for us.
Therefore, no
matter where
someone is
functioning
within

the body

of Christ, he/she
is placed in that
exact office by
the will of God.

healthy. They are still affected by their sinful
nature and capable of being blinded to the truth
about themselves. As a result, problems
develop between people and that leads into
fights and tensed relationships in the churches.
Keeping this in mind, | am going to introduce
two major biblical passages in order to outline
the reasons of dysfunctional relationships in the
churches.

3.1 Church as a Body
(1 Corinthians 12:12-26)

Apostle Paul’s one of the favorite metaphors
was church as the body. He utilized it
extensively in Romans, 1 Corinthians,
Ephesians and Colossians. He presents before
us a human body, and draws lessons from it all
through the rest of the chapter, in parallel with
the functioning of the body of Christ. This
analogy of Apostle Paul will help us to
understand how the church is designed by God
to function. In order to understand Apostle
Paul’s argument, | am going to take the
metaphor that he uses in 1 Corinthians 12:12-
26 and look at our churches through that prism
to understand whether our churches are
functional or dysfunctional. In this passage Paul
brings out at least five aspects of the church.

a. Every Believer is Part of One Unit
(v.14)

There are many parts to a body and every
part is essential to the proper function of the
whole. However, the body is thought of as one.
This is true of the body of Christ also. His body
is formed of believers from all walks of life, all
cultures, all strata of society and all levels of
wealth. His body is made up of people who have
nothing else in common, except the fact that
they have received Jesus Christ as their Savior.
It would be safe to say that the body of Christ
is a unified diversity. When every believer fills
his/her place, the place they were assigned by
God, then the body will function as it should,
and God is glorified and the work of the kingdom
is carried out. Every believer is part of a larger
unit and has a function to perform. When we all
do our part, there will be less problems and
unity will be the end result. This can be
explained further with another illustration. If you
take a gas tank, a tire, a radiator hose and a
steering wheel and lay them side by side,

nothing will happen. They have absolutely
nothing in common, except for the fact that they
are part of a unit called a car. Yet, when that
tank holds gas, that tire is mounted to a wheel
and attached to the car, that hose carries water
and that steering wheel is in its place, then the
car can function as it should. The same is true
of the body of Christ. Unfortunately, members
in the church fail to understand that they are
part of one unit and it leads into dysfunctional
relationships in the church.

b. Every Believer is Placed by God
(v.15-20)

Secondly, Paul employs some interesting
reasoning to argue that every believer is placed
in the body by God Himself. In order to describe
this, Paul picks up the parts of a human body.
According to him, a foot usually doesn’t get
the attention that a hand does. Same way neither
does the ear get the attention afforded to the
eye. But just because these parts of the body
do not get the attention they think they deserve,
they have no right to try and divorce themselves
from the rest of the body. If every part were an
eye, the body would be useless for anything
but seeing. If it were all a foot, it would be good
for nothing but a doorstop. What Paul is saying
is that God has placed us in the body where
He wants us to be. It may not be a high profile
position, it may not be glamorous, it may not
even be what we want to do. But if it pleases
the Lord, then it is the right place for us.
Therefore, no matter where someone is
functioning within the body of Christ,he/she is
placed in that exact office by the will of God. If
that person fulfilsthe place in the body, then
he/she is doing the will of God. God knows
everyone and He knows where a person can
best function. But what we come across in the
churches today is that everyone needs high
profile and glamorous positions and they don’t
want to function where God wants them to be.
This eventually leads into competitions and
fights within the church.

c. Every Believer Plays an Important
Role (v. 21-24)

Thirdly, Paul argues that every member of
the body is important to the proper function of
the entire body. That means the eye cannot tell
the hand that it doesn’t need it. If the eyes were
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disconnected from the hand, it would never be
able to attain the object of its desire. The head
cannot tell the feet that it does not need it
anymore because without them, it has no
method of locomotion. What Paul is saying is
that every part of the body needs every other
part to fully carry out the work of the body. Just
think of the many parts of our bodies we take
for granted. Yet, if any one of them was removed,
the whole body would feel the loss. In short,
every member, no matter how insignificant their
office or gift may appear, is essential to the
proper operation of the entire body. No one has
any right to say that someone is unimportant
to the operation of the body. No one should think
that they are not needed. No one should ever
say to or about another believer, “we don’t need
you”. Every member is vital, every member is
important. There are no big “I's” and little “you’s".
There is only us and we all need each other to
function as a body. But | wonder whether our
churches are functioning in this manner. Since
there are big “I’s” and little “you’s” in our
churches, the proper function of the church is
destroyed.

d. Every Member should Promote Unity
(v. 25a)

Fourthly, Paul argues that when every
member does his/her part and submits to God
in willingly doing what they are called to do,
then the body of Christ will function in absolute
peace and unity. However,unfortunately, this is
not taking place. Today, there are too many feet
who want to be hands and too many ears who
want to be eyes. This has led the churches
into competitions, fierce arguments and even
attacks. Therefore it has to be seen as one of
the serious reasons for the dysfunctional
relationships in the church. The consequence
of this competition and rivalry is that the body
of the Lord Jesus is fractured and there is chaos.
God’s plan for His church is that the church
should be united (1 Corinthians 1:10; Philippians
1:27). When the church is not in unity, the body
of Christ will definitely suffer. We should note
that the word division is a butcher’s term, which
means to divide into pieces. When the church

practices disunity in the body of Christ, the
churchis in effect butchering the Lamb of God.
Itis only when each part functions in the place
where God placed them then only the church
can enjoy peace, unity and success in the work
of the Lord. Even if someone does not like the
place where he/she is placed, they are called
by God to accept it and function in that place
without fail and complaints. It is obvious that
everyone is not alike (v. 28-30). Therefore, the
members of the church must be themselves
and promote unity of the body of Christ.

e. Every Member should Practice
Mutual Care (v. 25b-26)

Finally, Paul argues that church is a unit
and therefore each member has responsibilities
towards the other member. That means when a
member of the body is hurt, other members have
a responsibility to respond to that need
(Galatians 6:2). For example, take the case of
your body. You may never take the time to think
of your fingers. But, just slam the car door on
them and watch how the whole body gets
involved in responding to their crisis. The nerves
will carry the message to the brain. The brain
in turn sends a message to the feet which begin
to hop around, to the eyes which water, to the
mouth which hangs open in surprise, to the
other hand which tries to find the door handle,
etc. When one of those less visible members
gets into trouble, everything else responds to
the need. In short, we are not just to respond to
the needs of the high profile members. We are
to practice mutual care that encompasses the
entire body. This is what Paul means when he
tells us to “Rejoice with them that do rejoice,
and weep with them that weep” (Romans 12:15).
| wonder whether there is any mechanism in
the churches to treat everyone equal and to take
care of everyone in the same manner. Even if
there is any such mechanisms, the benefactors
are quite few. But one should note that we are
not to seek a position that glorifies self, but we
are to seek the good of the body of Christ and
thereby glorify God (Philippians 2:4). =

(To be coninued in the next issue)

"Suvartha Magazine” is a doctrinally pure publication
with reading material for the entire family.
The current issue and previous issues are available on our
website: suvarthamagazine.org

Today, there are
too many feet
who want to be
hands and too
many ears who
want to be eyes.
This has led the
churches into
competitions,
fierce
arguments and
even attacks.
Therefore it has
to be seen as
one of the
serious reasons
for the
dysfunctional
relationships in
the church. The
consequence of
this competition
and rivalry is that
the body of the
Lord Jesus is
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there is chaos.
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GOD wants us to be PURE & HOLY:
Before & after MARRIAGE

“For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality;
that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor,
not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God. For God did not call us
to uncleanness, but in holiness.” (1 Thess. 4:3-5, 7)

One of the greatest attributes of God is His
holiness. God is holy from the very core of His
being, and even His name is ‘Holy’ (Isaiah 57:15).
This is what Jehovah God had commanded the
Israelites: “You shall therefore be holy, for | am
holy” (Leviticus 11:45). God reiterated this multiple
times: “Speak to all the congregation of the children
of Israel, and say to them: ‘You shall be holy, for |
the Lord your God am holy” (Leviticus 19:2; see
also Exodus 22:31; Leviticus 20:7, 26). The New
Testament describesthree kinds of holiness:
positional holiness (1 Corinthians 6:11);
progressive holiness (Romans 6:12-23); and
perfected holiness (1 Thesselonians. 3:13). The
reason why God wants us to pursue holiness is
because without holiness we cannot see God
(Hebrews 12:14).

The prophet Isaiah saw the glory of God
through his heavenly vision when he heard
seraphims crying aloud to one another: “Holy, holy,
holy is the Lord of hosts” (Isaiah 6:3). The
immediate response from the prophet after
seeing this vision was a perception of his own
lack of holiness as he remarked: “Woe is me, for |
am undone! Because | am a man of unclean lips,
and | dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips;
for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of
hosts”(Isaiah 6:5). It is God’s will that we should
be always sanctified and be always pure and holy
(v. 8) since God has called us in holiness (v. 7). In
particular, God wants us to be pure and holy - both
before and after marriage!

How can we remain pure and holy before
marriage? Apostle Paul has addressed this
subject in great detail in both his letters to the
church in Corinth, when he categorized our bodies
to be “members of Christ” and “temples of the Holy
Spirit” (1 Corinthians 6:15,19). The solution that
Paul has provided is that we should “flee sexual
immorality” (1 Corinthians 6:18). Before marriage,
it is good that a man to not even “touch a woman”
(1 Corinthians 7:1), and if a couple “cannot
exercise self-control, let them marry. For it is better
to marry than to burn with passion” (1 Corinthians

marriage? Marriage is only permitted between
believers as per the following directive from
Apostle Paul to believers: “Do not be unequally
yoked together with unbelievers” (2 Corinthians
6:14). After a believing couple (man and woman)
gets married, Paul has also instructed that a
husband should render the love and affection that
is due to her, and likewise also the wife to her
husband (1 Corinthians 7:3). In fact, after marriage
since the husband and wife become one flesh
being joined by God Himself (Matthew 19:5-6),
each husband and wife has authority over the body
of his/her spouse (1 Corinthians 7:4). Due to this
fact, Paul advises each husband and wife not to
deprive each other of sexual pleasure except when
they have separated themselves for a brief time
during fasting and prayer (1 Cor. 7:5). The writer of
Hebrews makes this clearer with the following
statement: “Marriage is honorable among all, and
the bed undefiled” (Hebews 13:4). However, to
those married individuals who break the sanctity
of their marriage vows, God’s judgment is
guaranteed as it is written: upon “fornicators and
adulterers God will judge” (Hebrews 13:4b).

It is therefore clear that God wants us to be
pure and holy — before and after marriage! We
should separate ourselves from all forms of sin
and defilement. Our bodies should be honored
as created by God and should be sanctified in
keeping with its holy purpose. Our holy God wants
to dwell in us, and walk among us as He has
said: “I will dwell in them and walk among them. |
will be their God, and they shall be My people” (2
Corinthians 6:16). If we are still associating with
unbelievers, this is what God tells us: “Come out
from among them and be separate, says the Lord.
Do not touch what is unclean, and | will receive
you. | will be a Father to you, and you shall be My
sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty”
(2 Corinthians 6:17-18). God wants to make us
more and more like Himself every day. Our lives
being set apart from sin unto God, our sexual
purity,our moral self-control and our daily holy living
is God’s desire and will for our lives.

word.com | 7:9). Our Lord Jesus has categorically declared “—-—- Be sober, and rest your hope fully upon

that if a man even “looks at a woman to lust for her  the grace that is to be brought to you at the

has already committed adultery with her in his  revelation of Jesus Christ; ----- not conforming

heart” (Matthew 5:28). So, according to God’s Word,  yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance;

the only solution for us to remain pure and holy  but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy

before marriage is through marriage! in all your conduct, because it is written, ‘Be holy,

How can we remain pure and holy after for | am holy.” (1 Peter 1:13-16) (]
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We know that God the Holy Spirit is the
author of the First Epistle of Peter just like all
the other 65 books in the Holy Bible. As we
study this book let us learn some biographical
information about this very interesting man that
God used: Peter, Peter!

What thoughts, feelings, events or emotions
come to our mind when we hear this very familiar
New Testament name?

Is it the event where Peter said, “| do not
know the man, | do not understand what you
are saying”, or the only record of a disciple of
our Lord Jesus Christ walking on water, or the
first speaker of the first recorded sermon of the
church of our Lord Jesus Christ on the day of
Pentecost?

Well, Peter is very much the character of
every one of these events. A man who often
talks too much, too soon, without thinking,
jumping into instant action without hesitation,
and very much human as we are, that many of
us can relate to and identify with him. Yet used
mightily by God for the spreading of the glorious

Beginning
a New Series of
Bible Study

Gospel, salvation of so many souls, and
expansion of the church of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

There are times when Jesus rebukes and
corrects Peter. Also there are times when Jesus
praises and blesses Peter. More than any other
disciple our Lord reproves and redeems Peter.
It seems like Jesus often speaks to Peter, and
Peter talks a lot to Jesus.

There is so much we can learn from the life
and letters of this very human follower of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that can teach us a lot
concerning Christian life. The history of the life
of Peter is a powerful example of the
transforming power of the love, grace, and mercy
of God in Christ. After the name of Jesus,
Apostle Peter's name is mentioned in the
Gospels more times than any other name.

Peter’s Personal Background

Peter was born in a Jewish family that lived
in Bethsaida, a small town in Galilee, near the
northern part of the sea of Galilee, or
Tiberias. We do not know the year of
his birth or his mother's name. His
father was Jona(s) or John (see
. Matthew 16:17; John 1:42; 21:15-17).

Later Simon Peter moved to
Capernaum (see Mark 1:21, 29). He had
| at least one brother named Andrew,
(see John 1:40). We have no information
about any sisters and/or any other
relatives. Peter was married, and he
traveled and ministered with his wife.
(see Matthew 8:14, Mark 1:21, 29-31;
Luke 4:38-41; 1 Corinthians 5:9). We
do not know if they had any children.

Dr. C.P.
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There is so
much we can
learn from the
life and letters of
this very human
follower of our
Lord Jesus
Christ, that can
teach us a lot
concerning
Christian life.
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Peter’s name
was Simon or
Simeon.
There are
several men,
maybe nine,
in the New
Testament
who have the
name,
Simeon.
Jesus gave
him the name
Peter (Greek),
Cephas
(Aramaic)
There is no
other Peter in
the New Test

Peter’s Education and Occupation

When apostles John and Peter were
brought before the sanhedrin, which is the
religious court of Judaism, one of their
observations about Peter and John were that
these are uneducated, untrained, ignorant
men. It means that they were unschooled as
far as training for Jewish religious leadership
is concerned (see Acts 4:13). He probably had
a basic elementary education of a Jewish
village boy of an average home.

Many boys that grew up by the sea of
Galilee in those days learned the trade of
fishing and became fisher men. So it was with
Peter, along with his brother Andrew and the
sons of Zebedee, James and John (see Luke
5:1-10). They had to work hard in all kinds of
weather conditions, sometimes favorable and
sometimes very rough.

Peter’s names, given by his parents
and later by Jesus

We read in John 1:42 and Matthew 16:17,
18 that Peter’s name was Simon or Simeon. (It
was the name of the second son of Jacob by
Leah (See Gen. 29:33 & 49:5). There are
several men, maybe nine, in the New
Testament who have the name Simeon. Jesus
gave him the name Peter (Greek), Cephas
(Aramaic) (see John 1:42).

Jesus met Simon first through his brother
Andrew (see John 1:35,36). After meeting
Simon, Jesus changed Simon’s name to
Peter, which in Aramaic or Syriac language is
Kepha(s), meaning a piece of rock or a stone
(see John 1:40-42). There is no other Peter in
the New Testament.

Peter’s call to follow Jesus
and for ministry

Jesus calls Peter to follow him and be a

fisher of men (see Matthew 4:18,19;Mark
1:16-20 and Luke 5:1-11) and Peter left all
and followed the Lord. Jesus chose Peter and
Andrew to be his first followers. Wherever we
see the list of the first twelve disciples of the
Lord Jesus Christ, we see that Simon Peter’s
name appears first. (see Matthew 10:2-4;
Mark.3:16-19; Luke 6:14-16; Acts 1:13).

Peter, Spokesman of the Disciples

Many that followed Jesus left him after one
of his speeches regarding the Bread of Life.
Then Jesus asked the twelve, will you also go
away? Peter spoke for all of them answering,
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life”. (see John 6:67, 68).
Then when Jesus asked the disciples their
understanding of Him, it is Peter that promptly
answered, “You are the Christ, the son of the
living God”. (see Matthew 16:13-16; Mark
8:27-30; Luke 9:18-21; John 6:68,69). In
connection with the payment of tax, Jesus
talks with Peter (Matthew 17:24-27). Itis Peter
who asked the question about how many
times one should forgive (see Matthew
18:21). Again it is Peter that reminds Jesus
that they left everything to follow him and asks
what they will have (Matt 19:27, Mark 10:28).
Peter calls Jesus’ attention to the withered fig
tree (see Mark 11:21). Peter asks Jesus,
along with three other disciples, about the
destruction of the temple (see Mark 13:3).

Peter, an Inner Circle Disciple

We see Peter in the inner circle of Jesus’
disciples along with James and John at the
mount of transfiguration (see Matthew 17:1,
Mark 9:2, Luke 9:28), and at the raising of
Jairus’s daughter (see Mark 5:37, Luke 8:51).

(We will continue this study of the life of
Apostle Peterinthe nextissue) Y

Words of Peter from Gospel of Matthew

“Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water” (14:28)

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (16:16)
“Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us make here three tabernacles:

one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah” (17:4)

“Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and | forgive him?

Up to seven times?” (18:21)

“See, we have left all and followed You. Therefore what shall we have?” (19:27)
“Even if | have to die with You, | will not deny You!” (26:35)
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Encourage one another:
Let St. Paul be our Model!

“Last night an angel of the God to whom | belong and whom | serve stood beside me and said,
‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of
all who sail with you.” So keep up your courage, men, for | have faith in God that it will happen

We are currently facing an
unprecedent situation due to the Covid-
19 pandemic. God has inspired me
with a few thoughts which He wants
me to learn and apply in my personal
life. | am encouraged to put them down
in this article as | am sure and
sincerely hope that we can all learn
something from it.

It appears to me that there is quite
a lot of similarities between the current
Covid-19 pandemic situation and
Apostle Paul’s experience of the
shipwreck on his ’forced journey’ to
Rome as a prisoner. | would like to
point out some of those similarities and
the way how Paul responded to the
situation. May the Lord open our hearts
to learn a few lessons on how we too
need to respond in the current
situation.

The shipwreck: Paul was being
taken as a prisoner in an Alexandrian
grain ship to ltaly to face trial before
Caesar in Rome. As the ship with its
passengers and cargo left the city of
Myra (in modern day Turkey), it faced

severe wind and went off course. With [

great difficulty they landed at Fair
Havens in the island of Crete.
Immediately Apostle Paul warned
Julius, the centurion in charge of the
prisoners in the ship: “Men, | can
see that our voyage is going to be
disastrous and bring great loss to

ship and cargo, and to our own lives |

also (Acts 27:10)".

Paul could sense the severity of
danger early on and warned the
centurion and the pilot of the ship
about the losses to ship, cargo and
to the lives of people in the ship if

just as he told me” (Acts 27:23-25).

Jaison Varghese, Mumbai

they proceeded to sail. As children of
God many times one can sense danger
and future events early on. This is
God’s guidance for us. It is to build
our faith when the predicted danger
becomes a reality.

Julius, the centurion, did not heed

to Paul’s advice and instead listened
to the owner of the ship and decided
to sail on to harbor in Phoenix. Paul's
prediction came true soon on the

second day after they left Crete. “A
huge wind of hurricane force called the
Northeaster swept across and the ship
was caught in the violent storm” (Acts
27:14). The storm was so violent that
they started to throw out the cargo into
the sea. Then they started to throw out
even the ship’s tackle and other

equipment into the sea.And so the ship
was in the eye of a violent storm. This
world too is like an ocean in which we
are sailing on a ship. And currently a
violent Covid-19 storm is battering us
and everyone on the ship is in despair
and has lost all hope of survival!

PAUL'S TRIP TO ROME: 58-61 AD
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Similarities of the storm in
Paul’s journey and
the Covid-19 pandemic:

1. Confusion and loss of direction:

For 14 days, Paul’s ship was
tossed about violently in the storm. It
was pitch dark and no sun or stars were
visible. In those days, a ship’s
navigation on the high seas used to
be guided by the positions of stars
above. Without the stars, they did not
know where they were. Similarly,
people all around the world are in
confusion as to what has happened to
this world. Their plans have gone for a
toss. They have no idea where
they are in the pandemic curve and
when it will end!

2. Uncertainty:

There was uncertainty
prevailing in the ship: Uncertain
whether they will drown in the sea,
whether the ship will dash against
some rocks. They were uncertain
how long this storm will last, so
they started to conserve the food
and no one ate any food for 14
days. People on the ship were
praying for daylight and some
glimmer of hope (Acts 27:29).
Similarly, today there is huge
uncertainty in people’s mind about
when this pandemic will end, how
many people will die, whether they
will lose their jobs or business or
whether there will be adequate
food to buy. There is no light at
the end of the tunnel!

3. Loss of Hope:

Another aspect we observe is
the loss of hope. All people on the
ship had lost all hope. They were
in utter despair. Similarly, we see
that the world today has lost all hope,
the governments have done everything
in their power but they too have given
up.
4. Fear of Death:

The people in the ship were afraid
that they would dash against the rocks
and be killed by the deadly storm.
Similarly, people across the world
today are afraid of the deadly virus

killing them or the lives of their
relatives. Innumerable people around
the world are dying as we speak.

5. No food:

For 14 days no one on the ship ate
a morsel of food. During this covid-19
crisis as well, several people in the
world are without food for many days.

6. People’s trust in man has
broken:

The people in the ship realized that
neither the expertise of the captain of
the ship, nor the powerful Julius - a
centurion, commander of 100 Roman
soldiers nor the maritime experience
of the sailors will be able to save their
lives from this storm. Similarly in

DN

today’s Covid situation, the people of
the world have realized that all the
powers in which they trusted have
failed. Scientists have failed to find a
cure; all the technologies of the world
have not yet found a solution. All the
governments, Kkings, queens,
presidents and prime ministers have
all given up. The superpowers of the
world have given up. Everyone has

failed before this tiny invisible organism.
People who have prided themselves
and put their trust in these world
powers have seen how feeble these
powers really are. It has shown how
helpless every man made power is.

But we Christians know that our
God is and has always been in control
of everything in the world. And if so,
He has sent this scourge on this earth.
Just like He brought the various world
empires of Babylon, Persia and Rome
by His will, | believe that God has
brought about this pandemic across
the world by His will to fulfill His
purpose. We don’t know the purpose
now.

However, in such a time, we
need to focus on how godly men
in the Bible responded in such
situations. Apostle Paul’s
response to the storm teaches
how we as Christians should
respond to this Covid-19 storm.

Paul’s response to the storm

There was so much despair in
the ship and everyone was
hopeless and anxious. But what
was Paul’s response and stance
i during this time of uncertainty?

1. Spent time with God in
prayer:

Paul was praying and
spending time with God (Acts
27:23). Paul saw a vision during
@ this time of prayer. Paul saw a
total of six visions in his life. And
£%' this was one of them seen when
it was needed the most. Just like
- Paul, we too should see the
danger of this pandemic and
utilize the maximum time to:

a) Intercede with God not just for
our lives but the lives of people in the
world,

b) Seek to know His plan for the
world’s future and His church,

¢) Show compassion to lessen the
pain that the world is going through,

d) Pray for wisdom to be granted
to scientists and world leaders to
control the disease.
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2. Built up the courage of people
around him

An angel of the Lord came to Paul
and said: “Do not be afraid, Paul. You
must stand trial before Caesar and God
has graciously given you the lives of
all who sail with you”. So Paul knew
for sure that they were going to be saved
from the storm because he had
complete trust in the Lord. God just
reaffirmed to Paul that He would reach
Rome to stand before Caesar. He had
the sure hope that the trouble

have faith in God that it will happen
just as he told me” (Acts 27:23-25).
So Paul shared God’s vision with
his co-passengers. He declared
confidently that all of them would be
safe. He also pronounced his strong
faith in God to the people in the ship
and assured them that His God would
keep His promises. Thus Apostle Paul
gave glory to God. Hearing this, the
people were encouraged and ate food
and later were saved from disaster. His

save Paul. Thus Paul’s presence in the
ship helped save all the 276 lives from
death. Similarly, let us be the reason
for the lives to be saved from eternal
death.

Be the encourager that
the world needs

We are going through a pandemic
and everyone in this world is in despair
and has lost all hope. There is loss of

money, jobs, health and lives.

would pass. So, Paul

Let us not add to the misery

confidently exhorted the
people in the ship: “l urge you
to keep up your courage,
because not one of you will be
lost; only the ship will be
destroyed” (Acts 27:25). Just
like Paul, we too should build
up the courage of people
around us since:

Just as Paul acknowledged the danger in that

situation, but at the same time encouraged all

the people on board the ship, let us also be a

source of hope. Let us give words of

encouragement in these desperate times and
not words of doom. Let us strengthen our

friends with promises from the Bible. If anyone
in the world has hope, it is us, Christians.

and despair. Just as Paul
acknowledged the danger in
that situation, but at the same
time encouraged all the people
on board the ship, let us also
be a source of hope. Let us
give words of encouragement
in these desperate times and
not words of doom. Let us

a) We have a hope of eternal

strengthen our friends with

life, we have the joy of the Lord
and the knowledge that God is in
control and not the disease. We need
to motivate people around us,

b) It is a Christian’s responsibility
to provide hope to those who are in
despair and to provide words of
encouragement to those who are afraid
and sad.

3. Shared God’s vision to the
people and gave glory to God:

“Last night an angel of the God to
whom | belong and whom | serve stood
beside me and said, ‘Do not be afraid,
Paul. You must stand trial before
Caesar; and God has graciously given
you the lives of all who sail with you.’
So keep up your courage, men, for |

co-passengers were influenced by Paul
who heard the gospel and experienced
the intervention of a living God.
Similarly, we too in our talks with our
friends and people we interact with,
should share God’s promises for the
world and give glory to God. We need
to encourage the people around us so
that through us they may know God.
4. Saved the lives of people:
As the ship broke up and as the
passengers were required to reach the
shore somehow, there was a talk
among the soldiers to kill all prisoners
so that they did not escape from their
custody. The centurion did not allow
that to happen because he wanted to

promises from the Bible. If
anyone in the world has hope, itis us,
Christians. Everybody is looking for
hope and spiritual comfort. Let us be
that source of hope and
encouragement to others while they
deal with this crisis
Let Apostle Paul be our model in
dealing with this crisis facing us.
Spend time with God so that we can
receive guidance from God. Declare
God’s plan and vision to others.
Encourage people facing this storm
and save their lives. Give hope to our
friends, neighbors and colleagues
during these desperate times.
Strengthen them with promises from
the Bible and glorify God’s name. °

-

~N

Quotable Quotes from Ravi Zacharias

-

“We have a right to believe whatever we want, but not everything we believe is right”
"What does it mean to be human? It means we are created in the image of God for the glorious reality of
being in permanent fellowship with Him"

“I think the reason we sometimes have the false sense that God is so far away is because that is where we
have put him. We have kept him at a distance, and then when we are in need and call on him in prayer,
we wonder where he is. He is exactly where we left him”

“There is no greater discovery than seeing God as the author of your destiny.”

“Teaching is like a mirror. It can show you if your face is dirty, but it, the mirror, will not wash your face”

J
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Pay Your Vows to God:
Receive Blessings from God!

"When you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it; For He has no pleasure in fools.
Pay what you have vowed" (Ecclesistes 5:4)
"But I will sacrifice to You With the voice of thanksgiving; | will pay what | have vowed.

Jokes abound about people
breaking their New Year resolutions
within a short while after making them.
Yet, the Preacher informs us that there
is a fixed time for every purpose
(resolve) made under heaven
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-8). In the Bible, we
see several instances of people,
separated across professions, space
and time, who courageously made
resolutions for the Lord, and were
blessed and became blessings for
others:

1. King Solomon:

With a name meaning “peaceful”
or “friend of God”, Solomon was born
to David late in his life. Subsequently,
he is proclaimed king of Israel at
around the young age of 20, and goes
on to rule for 40 years. At the time of
his coronation, many of Solomon’s
older brothers have already been killed
and one brother Adonijah self-declares
himself to be king. In accordance with
David’s dying instructions to him
(1 Kings 2:1-9), the newly crowned
King Solomon gives a series of
commands, purging the land of all his
(and his father’s) opponents: his brother
Adonijah is killed, the priest Abiathar
is exiled, former army commander
Joab is killed and Shimei is put under
house arrest, later executed for
breaching the restriction of his
movements (1 Kings 2:13-46).

Interestingly, his father David calls
him “a wise man” (1 Kings 2:9), while
Solomon views himself as “a little child”
(1 Kings 3:7). His request to God for
wisdom to judge God’s people of Israel

Salvation is of the Lord" (Jonah 2:9)

Aneka Paul, MSW
Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai

(1 Kings 3:5-9) so pleases the Lord,
that He grants Solomon wisdom more
than anyone else, riches and honour,
and a long life (1 Kings 3:10-14). King
Solomon then begins to exhibit his
wisdom, shrewdly placing his allies
into all important administrative
positions (1 Kings 4:1-7).

In the midst of all the pressures of
governing a country at a young age,
King Solomon does not forget to
honour the One who made him king:
he purposes to fulfil his father David’s
wish to build a grand Temple in
Jerusalem to house the Ark of the
Covenant.

"And behold, | propose to build a
house for the name of the Lord my God,
as the Lord spoke to my father David,
saying, “Your son, whom | will set on
your throne in your place, he shall build
the house for My name" (1 Kings 5:3-
5).

He invests all his immense skill and
knowledge in building a magnificent
edifice, the likes of which had never
been seen in the world, taking 7 years
and 6 months from start to finish (1

Kings 6:1,38). The Temple is
inaugurated with a massive dedication
sacrifice, at which King Solomon
expresses his feelings in a public
speech (1 Kings 6:3-11). In response
to his prayer, the Glory of the Lord
engulfs the Temple, causing the people
present to break into spontaneous
worship (1 Kings 7:1-3). Further, the
Lord appears again to King Solomon,
declaring that He had chosen to put
His name on the Temple in Jerusalem,
and that His eyes, ears and heart would
be fixed upon the place in perpetuity.

"The Lord said to him: “I have heard
the prayer and plea you have made
before me; | have consecrated this
temple, which you have built, by
putting my Name there forever. My
eyes and my heart will always be there.
As for you, if you walk before me
faithfully with integrity of heart and
uprightness, as David your father did,
----- | will establish your royal throne
over Israel forever, as | promised David
your father when | said, “You shall never
fail to have a successor on the throne
of Israel" (1 Kings 9:3-5)

2. Prophet Daniel:

Several successive generations
later, the royal family has sinned and
are punished by God to be carried
away into exile with some
descendants being made to serve as
eunuchs in courts of other kings
(Isaiah 39:7). More than seven
centuries after King Solomon, Daniel
is a young noble from the kingdom of
Judah carried away to the court of the
king of Babylon (Daniel 1:3-4), a captive
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in a far-away land where a strange
language is spoken (Deuteronomy
28:49-52). In those days, it was a
practice to make non-Babylonian
courtiers into eunuchs, so that they
would be unable raise families and
revolt against the king.

King Nebuchadnezzar I, the first
king under whom Daniel has to serve,
is a despotic monarch whose actions
no one can question (Daniel 2:5-6), a
highly whimsical man (Daniel 2:12),
who is proud enough to consider
himself equal to God and worthy of
worship (Daniel 3:1-6), quick to anger
and intolerant of any impudence such
that no one can even reason with him
(Daniel 3:19). He does not even learn
his lessons in humility easily: in spite
of Daniel’s warning (Daniel 4:27), he
exalts himself by praising his own
accomplishments (Daniel 4:29-30),
And behold, [d]l propose to build a
house for the name of the Lord my God,
as the Lord spoke to my father David,
saying, “Your son, whom | will set on
your throne in your place, he shall build
the house for My nameand is
immediately punished by madness
(Daniel 4:31-33), until his reason
returns and he acknowledges the
sovereignty of the Most High God
(Daniel 4:34-37).

However, these incidents take place
a little into the future. At the time Daniel
and his friends are selected to enter
the court of this tyrannical king, they
are appointed a portion of the king’s
food and wine for the duration of their
3 year training period. As the food is
not “kosher” and prepared in
accordance with the prescribed
Levitical laws (Leviticus 11, Proverbs
23:1-3), Daniel purposes not to defile
himself by consuming these.

"But Daniel purposed in his heart
that he would not defile himself with
the portion of the king’s delicacies, nor
with the wine which he drank; therefore
he requested of the chief of the
eunuchs that he might not defile
himself" (Daniel 1:8).

However, when he makes his
request to the Chief Eunuch,

Ashpenaz, he is in no mood to
endanger his own head before the
whimsical king for the sake of a few
exiled Jewish youths who have not even
performed any miracles up till then
(Daniel 1:10). Seeing his reluctance,
Daniel suggests a pilot test for ten
days, at the end of which, Daniel and
his three companions look
considerably healthier than all the
others (Daniel 1:11-15). As a reward
for their faithfulness, God blesses the
four young men with knowledge, skill
and wisdom far above their
counterparts, performing ten times
better than the king’s own ministers.
"As for these four young men, God
gave them knowledge and skill in all
literature and wisdom; and Daniel had
understanding in all visions and
dreams. ----- Then the king interviewed
them, and among them all none was
found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah; therefore they served
before the king. And in all matters of
wisdom and understanding ---- he
found them ten times better than all
the magicians and astrologers who
were in all his realm" (Daniel 1:17-20).
Additionally, Daniel’s resolve
causes him to be blessed with the
ability to interpret dreams, which even
saves their lives later (Daniel 2). God
upholds Daniel as the epitome of
righteousness (Ezekiel 14:14, 20) and
he dies peacefully at the end of his
long and purposeful life (Daniel 12:13).

3. Priest Ezra

After the completion of 70 years of
Jerusalem’s rest as foretold by Prophet
Jeremiah, the first batch of Israelites
make their way back to Jerusalem
under Zerubbabel and High Priest
Joshua. This occurs during the first
year of the reign of King Cyrus of
Persia (Ezra 1:1-3), a prophesy
announced about 150 years prior to the
event itself (Isaiah 44:28). The
rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem
for worship takes more than two
decades, finally concluding during the
sixth year of the reign of Darius, king

of Persia (Ezra 6:14-15).

Ezra, the priest and scribe, is sent
to Jerusalem by order of King Darius’
successor, King Artaxerxes (Ezra 7:1-
8). As he sets off on his journey, he
purposes in his heart to seek the Law
of the Lord first, then teach it to fellow
Israelites.

"For Ezra had prepared his heart
to seek the Law of the Lord, and to do
it, and to teach statutes and
ordinances in Israel" (Ezra 7:10).

With the hand of the Lord favourable
upon him and his mission, he finds safe
passage all the way on the arduous
journey back home (Ezra 7:27-28,
8:31). However, upon arrival, Ezra is
confronted with a shocking situation:
the Israelites who returned to
Jerusalem have done the unthinkable
and defiled themselves by inter-
marrying with pagans from the
surrounding nations (Ezra 9:1-3).
Deeply disturbed, Ezra turns unto the
Lord in prayer (Ezra 10:1), thereby
convicting the congregation of their
guilt (vs.2) and moving them into true
repentance (Proverbs 28:13).

Nehemiah arrives to take over as
governor and supervises the
construction of the wall around the holy
city until its completion. It is then that
Ezra is able to fulfil his original
intention of teaching the Law of the
Lord to His people (Nehemiah 8:5-8).

"Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra
the priest and teacher of the Law, and
the Levites who were instructing the
people said to them all, “This day is
holy to the Lord your God. Do not
mourn or weep.” For all the people had
been weeping as they listened to the
words of the Law" (Nehemiah 8:9)

Since the time we came to the
Lord, He has been consistently and
constantly blessing us with numerous
spiritual and physical gifts. Can we also
make a decision to live for God by faith,
today (1 Timothy 4:14-16)? May God
help us to pay that which we have
vowed to the Lord (Ecclesiastes 5:4,
Jonah 2:9) —to give of our time, talent,
resources for His Kingdom — for God
loves a cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9:7). o
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Children's

One
day there
was an
announ-
cement
through-
out the
kingdom
that the
king is looking for the right man to
marry the princess. All the young men
of the land were very excited but the
king had a condition. The condition
was that all young men will have to
run a race with the princess and the
one who wins will be given the honour
of being the prince and marrying the
princess. Everyone knew that the
princess was the fastest runner in the
kingdom and she always won in a
race. The day of the competition was
announced and all young men came
to try their luck. One by one the young
men starting running the race but the
princess always won. One of them
who had a secret plan was waiting for

"Let the little children come
to me and do not hinder them"

Win the Race!

his turn. Finally it was his turn and he
stood at the starting point with the
princess and when the command
was given they both began to run and
as usual the princess was leading the
race. The clever young man took a
big, shining ball of gold and threw it in
front of the track in which the princess
was running. Seeing the ball of gold
in front of her, the princess ran and
picked it up. By this time the young
man overtook the princess in the
race. But the princess ran faster and
was leading the race again. The

Juby Anoop, UK

young man repeated his
plan and threw another ball
of gold ahead of the
princess. While she again
bent down to pick it up, the
young man overtook the
princess once again. The
young man's plan was
repeated a few more times
until in the end he won the race. The
clever young man married the
princess!

Dear friends, Christian life is a race
too. We are all running towards our
finish line. But the devil throws things
in front of our eyes to distract us from
the race. When we give in to the
devil's temptations, we lose our focus
and lose the race. Do not let the devil
distract you with the things of the
world. Let us be careful and make
sure that we give God the priority in
ourlives. "Runin such a way as to get
the prize" (1 Corinthians 9:24). Let us
all be focused and finish our race. S
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The world has
lost a great
evangelist in Ravi
Zacharias, who
passed away on
May 19,2020. At a
memorial service for
Zacharias, US Vice
President Mike
Pence said:
"Zacharias was
armed with intellect,
girded with truth and
love. His travels
would take him to stand in venues that
were oftentimes unfriendly and
unwelcoming. But he’d always answer
the arguments of the skeptic or the
cynic, giving the reason for the hope
that he had but doing so with
gentleness and respect'. US
President Donald Trump said that by
making the intellectual case for
Christianity, Ravi Zacharias was
instrumental in helping millions of
people around the world come to know
the love and mercy of Jesus Christ".
Ravi Zacharias rose to prominence as
a defender of the “intellectual
credibility” of Christianity. His mission
was to “help the thinker believe and
the believer think". He used to give
lectures in universities and answer
students in question and answer
sessions.

Ravi Zacharias was born on March
26, 1946 in Chennai. His family history
traces his roots to Kerala as his
paternal great-grandfather and
grandfather produced the 20th
century’s first Malayalam-English
dictionary which served as the
cornerstone of the first Malayalam
translation of the Bible. His family

Gone to be with Lord:
Evangelist Ravi Zacharias

moved to Delhi when
he was quite young
and he grew up
2 there. He was a
"skeptic" until the
age of 17 when he
tried to commit
suicide by swallow-
ing poison. While he
was in the hospital,
a local Christian
worker brought him
a Bible and told his
mother to read to
him from John 14. Ravi said it was John
14:19 that touched him: "Because |
live, you also will live", and that he
thought, "This may be my only hope:
A new way of living. Life as defined by
the Author of Life". He committed his
life to Christ.
In 1966, Zacharias immigrated with
his family to Canada and later to USA.
In 1983, Zacharias spoke in
Amsterdam at the first "International
Conference for Itinerant Evangelists"
organized by Dr. Billy Graham. He
spent some time in India, where he saw
the need for apologetic ministry, both
to lead people to Christ and to train
Christian leaders. "Ravi Zacharias
International Ministries" (RZIM) was
founded in 1984. Through its global
team of nearly 100 speakers, RZIM
seeks to impact the heart and intellect
of society’s thinkers and influencers. -
those who shape culture - with the
credibility of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
RZIM has offices in the US, Canada,
Peru, Kenya, UK, Austria, Spain,
Romania, Macedonia, Turkey, South
Africa, Singapore, Hong Kong,
Germany, Switzerland, India and the
Middle East. P

The last wish of a dying man
fulfilled!

Jenis James Grindstaff, a cancer
patient who had only a few days left on
Earth, expressed his last wish: to get
baptized before his death. Grindstaff said
that he hoped his baptism would impact
others. His desire was fulfilled with the
help of the hospital staff and the hospital
chaplain, Terrell Jones. Due to his
medical issues, he couldn’t be lowered
into a traditional baptismal tank in a
church. The chaplain came up with an
alternative plan to baptize Grindstaff in a
specially designed 60-gallon hospital
tub that would permit him to walk in and
sit down before it is filled.

With his two sons and their families

and the hospital nurses watching, the
chaplain, Jones declared: “My beloved
son, Jenis James Grindstaff, | now at this
time baptize you in the name of the
Father, Son and of the Holy Ghost”.

Grindstaff smiled with joy and
shouted, Hallelujah! “Seeing that smile
on his face fills my heart with joy,” Irvin,
the nurse manager said.

There is joy when they believe in the
Lord and declare so in baptism as the
jailor’s household in Philippi: "He
rejoiced, having believed in God with all
his household" (Acts 16:33). There is joy
in heaven and joy in all concerned at the
salvation of a sinner! o

The Bible
The Bible was written by the
Holy Spirit through 40 men over

a period of about 1600 years
dating from 1500 BC to about
100 years after Christ.
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MATRIMONIAL

Syrian Christian Pentecostal (IPC)
Parents from Central Travancore,
settled in Navi Mumbai, invites
suitable proposal for their Spiritual,
Homely Daughter B/B in Mumbai
(DOB: 13/3/1995, 160cm, Slim &
Fair) BE, working in an IT Firm in
Navi Mumbai from Parents of well
employed Pentecostal Boys upto 28
years (BE/B.Tech/PG/MBA
(Regular)/Professionals) from
Mumbai/Bangalore/Abroad (Family
Visa holders only)

Contact : 9833047820
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