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"The Spirit of Jezebel"

“l know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your
works, the last are more than the first. Nevertheless | have a few things
against you, because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a

prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality

and eat things sacrificed to idols. And | gave her time to repent of her sexual
immorality, and she did not repent" (Revelation 2:19-21)

When Jesus required His followers to fast,
it was as a means to have victory in their
spiritual warfare. He told them that 'this kind
will not go away, except by fasting and praying.'

The worst of the spiritual battles we see in
the Bible is the Spirit of Jezebel.

Jezebel of history was the wife of KingAhab
in ancient Israel. She was the daughter of
Ethbaal. Ethbaal means 'being with Baal.' So it
is possible that her father was a Sidonian priest
king, which was common then. The word
Jezebel means 'without dwelling or habitation.'

enter into a treaty with a person who possess
a deep seated evil spirit in him or her for
temporary gains, you are inviting an influence
that will eventually decimate your camp. Watch
out with whom you form alliances!

This is what Bible teaches about how the
Spirit of Jezebel functions:

1. It will gain upper hand seizing a
weakness in a community.

Ahab was a weak king. As soon as Jezebel

Was she a habitation for a

wandering spirit? We do not [

\ married him, she realized
that and decided to take

know. But when one study the
depth of evil that possessed
her, there is room to think so.

King Ahab had already
decided to follow the path of
his forefather Jeroboam. He
was already exposed to
pagan worship. But when he
decided to marry Jezebel,
that ushered the northern
kingdom of Israel into a tail
spin.

What Ahab brought to the
camp of Israel was not just a
person, but a spiritual
influence. She is the one who

What Ahab brought to
the camp of Israel was
not just a person, but a
spiritual influence. She

is the one who
established Baal
worship in Israel. What
she did was to erect a
counter altar to the altar
of God Almighty. Even
the ministry of spiritual
giants like Elijah and

Elisha could not wipe

out that evil influence

from the land.

advantage of it. What she
brought to Israel as dowry
was 450 prophets of Baal and
400 prophets of Asherah. The
king made an altar for Baal
in Samaria and entrenched
this evil spirit in the
community.

The parallel to this
historic lesson is given to us
in Revelation 2:18-29. There
we can learn how the Spirit
of Jezebel functions in a
church or a spiritual
community like a
denomination.

established Baal worship in \

Y The church of Thyatira

Israel. What she did was to
erect a counter altar to the altar of God Aimighty.
Even the ministry of spiritual giants like Elijah
and Elisha could not wipe out that evil influence
from the land. It ultimately decimated the
northern kingdom. To this day the ten tribes
that comprised the northern kingdom of Israel
are scattered around the world.

So let me start with a word of caution. If you

was one of the seven

prominent churches in Asia Minor. When Holy
Spirit said, 'your works, the last are more than
the first,' it means it was a growing church. It
was known for their 'works, love, service, faith
and patience.' The negative remark about this
church was that it allowed 'the Spirit of Jezebel
to function' in the church. It talks about a person
moving as a prophet had gained upper hand in

L ’ I

Dr. Sunny Philip
New York, USA

The negative
remark about
this church was
that it allowed
'the Spirit of
Jezebel to
function' in the
church. It talks
about a person
moving as a
prophet had
gained upper
hand in the
church prior to
leading the
church into
apostasy. What
kind of spirit
moves in the
prophet is the
issue.
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The Spirit of
Jezebel will
violate the
directions of
God. The issue
in Thyatira was
encouraging
people 'to eat
things sacrificed
to idols' which
was contrary to
the teachings.

It will refuse to
repent. God
says, "l gave her
time to repent
and she did not".
People with
Jezebel Spirit
think they are
the ultimate
purveyors of
truth. Therefore,
they will not
repent or
change their
ways. In the end,
God will deal
with them
violently when
He unleashes
His fury.

the church prior to leading the church into
apostasy.

Please realize that prophetic office is not
the issue. Jesus is building His church on the
foundation of Apostles and Prophets (Ephesians
4:11). What kind of spirit moves in the prophet
is the issue. 1 Kings 18:19 talks about the
‘prophets of Baal' and 'prophets of Asherah.'
Thyatira had a 'prophetess' who was moving in
the Spirit of Jezebel.

What the Bible teaches us is that you will
see the true color of a person moving in the
Spirit of Jezebel after he or she gains the upper
hand. And to gain the upper hand, it will latch
on to people already in authority.

2. The servants of God become the
target.

Once the altar of Baal was established, she
started targeting the servants of God. 'Jezebel
massacred the prophets of the Lord' (1 Kings
18:4).

When a person moving in the same spirit is
allowed prominence in a church or in a
community, servants of God watch out! You will
be hunted. You will be viciously attacked. You
will be mercilessly butchered. Nothing brings
out the depravity and darkness of the evil side
as when it attacks servants of God or entities
established to show the goodness of God to
others.

It will fight people of God mercilessly.

3. It will not respect limits and will work
to gain control at any costs.

Once she gained upper hand, she began to
exercise dominion. People had only two
choices: obey her edicts or hide! When she
screamed threats, even Elijah looked for a
hiding place!

The climax came when she killed Naboth
when he dared to stand up against the king
and her (1 Kings 21).

Even today we see people with the same
spirit doing the same things. They will encroach
into your personal affairs. They butt their heads
into things that do not concern them. They want
to snatch your privacy, your honor, your
blessings, your everything - just to show the
extend of their influence.

Never forget that Ahab went to Jezebel, not
the other way around. She was an invited

presence! And she capitalized on it. Pretty soon
all the prophets of God who used to boast about
their anointing were hiding in caves.

4. It will not back off easily.

This principle becomes clear when you look
at what happened on Mount Carmel. The fact
that the prophets of Baal and prophets of
Asherah were killed by Elijah did not stop her.
You would expect her to run back to Sidon. But
she did not have to. The person who invited her
into Israel was still standing with her. So she
dared to declare another threat against Elijah:
""So let the gods do to me, and more also, if |
do not make your life as the life of one of them
by tomorrow about this time" (1 Kings 19:2).

5. The Spirit of Jezebel operating in a
christian community.

There are four specific things mentioned
about this in Revelation 2.

A.'A prophetess': Became part of the church
through a ministry position.

B. It became a contaminating spirit: The
imagery presented in Revelation 2 is that 'she
seduced My servants to commit sexual
immorality'. (As far as we know it is figurative
speech, speaking about spiritual adultery).

C. It will violate the directions of God. The
issue in Thyatira was encouraging people 'to
eat things sacrificed to idols' which was contrary
to the teachings in 1 Corinthians.

D. It will refuse to repent. God says, "l gave
her time to repent and she did not". People with
Jezebel Spirit think they are the ultimate
purveyors of truth. Therefore, they will not repent
or change their ways. In the end, God will deal
with them violently when He unleashes His fury.

6. They will be successful for a season.

1 Kings 19 shows that they can affect even
the very elect for a while. The same Elijah who
had a major victory on Mount Carmel found
himself running the next day. There are four
ways in which the Spirit of Jezebel can affect
an anointed servant of God.

A. Fear: he arose and ran for his life.

B. Isolation: he himself went a day's journey.

C. Exhaustion: he prayed that he might die.

D. Depression: he ate and drank and lay
down again.
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When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples,

Jesus Christ:
Who is He?

saying, “Who do men say that |, the Son of Man, am?” So they said, “Some
say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?”
(Matthew 16:13-15)

Jesus asked His disciples what do they say
about Him (Matthew 16:15), Followers of Jesus
have to answer this question. Shri K P
Kesavadasa Menon said Jesus is his Master
(Gurunathan). H G Wells, historian who does
not call himself a Christian said Jesus is the
greatest man born on earth. Somebody like Dan
Brown found out from Da Vinci picture of Jesus
as lover of Mary Magdelene. Liberation
Theologians comparedesus with Karl Marx,
Fidel Castro and Che Guevara. We must know
who is Jesus Christ for us and then only we
can define who is a Christian. People like Dr
Stanley Jones compares Jesus with Mahatma
Gandhi.

For some Jesus Christ who is sitting on the
right side of God is still an Infant Jesus. Some
consider Him as Santa Clause. Jesus told
parables to explain heavenly and spiritual truths
with earthly examples. Those are parables and
similies but they need not be reality. Even the
contemporaries described Jesus as a glutton

and a friend of sinners. Religious leaders and
politicians considered Jesus as a disturber of
peace.

Who overcomes the world is only he who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God (1 John
5:5).

But Jesus knew who He is. Jesus said, "I
know where | came from and where | am going”
(John 8:14). He said, if we know Him we would
know His Father God (John 14:7). If we know
Him we must know we are children of God (John
3:16, Galatians 3:26, 4:6) and then we can call
God as our Father. Jesus Christ introduced
Himself as: "I am the way, and the truth and
the life” (John 14:6), “l am the resurrection and
the life” (John 11:28), “l am the good shepherd”
(John 10:11), “ 1 am the gate for the sheep” (John
10:7), “l am the bread of life” (John 6:35), “l am
the light of the world” (John 8:12), “l am the true
vine“ (John 15:1). | discovered Jesus Christ as
my Saviour and God and He positioned Himself
as a turning point in my life. | became a new

Pastor
John Mathew
Bangalore

Jesus asked His
disciples what
do they say
about Him
(Matthew 16:15),
Followers of
Jesus have to
answer this
question.

C “The spirit of Jezebel"

Continuation from previous page )

THE ANSWER

God shows both in 1 Kings and in Revelation
2 that fate of people moving in the Spirit of
Jezebel is sealed. God will judge them just as
mercilessly as they have dealt with the people
of God. They are guaranteed a violent end. So
people of God will have victory in the end.

But God does not leave the Spirit of Jezebel
unopposed until then. An Elijah came on the
scene to oppose Jezebel. He was least qualified
for the job. He was from Tishba (from the
bushes). But he knew the word. And he had a
personal relationship with God which

strengthened him. When Jezebel had him on
the run, he still heard God's voice. God gave
him counsel to set things in motion which
eventually guaranteed the violent end of Jezebel.
When Jezebel had him discouraged, God came
with bread and water to strengthen him.

So if you step out to oppose the Spirit of
Jezebel, be ready. Prepare yourself. It will be a
long and strenuous struggle. The Spirit of
Jezebel is an entrenched spirit that has found
habitation in a person or a church. It will not
depart easily. But with prayer and fasting, you
can gain the strength for the long haul. u

An Elijah came
on the scene to
oppose Jezebel.
He knew the
word. And he
had a personal
relationship with
God which
strengthened
him
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The law
considered a
betrothed
woman who is
pregnant as an
adulteress and
to be stoned to
death. When
Gabriel
explained the
power of God,
she submitted
herself to the
will of God”.
"Behold the
handmaid of
the Lord, be it
unto me
according to
thy word”.
What a blessed
woman!

man because of Him.

Jesus Christ in unique in five “C's”, Cradle
(birth), Career (Ministry), Character, Cross
(death) and Crown (resurrection and ascension
to heaven).

Cradle (Birth)

The New Testament begins with the
genealogy of Jesus Christ as son of Abraham
and son of David as to prove that Jesus is
fulfilment of the promise to Abraham that
Messiah would be his descendant (Genesis
12:3,22:18, Galatians 3:10) and King of Jews
would be descendant of King David (2 Samuel
7:12-19, Jeremiah 23:5). There are names of
kings in the list but David is only having
adjective King to confirm Jesus is King of Jews.
Usually Jewish genealogy does not include
names of women but His genealogy has names
of women to show that any bar between man
and woman is removed by birth of Jesus. There
are women named Thamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bath
Sheba (wife of Uriah). Those women were not
moral in the standard of society.. It proves that
Jesus came to save the sinners (Luke 19:10)
and the bar between moral and immoral people
is removed by his birth. None of the women
was Jew but belonged to gentiles. The bar
between Jews and gentiles is removed forever
by his birth. In the genealogy all names have
adverb begat except Jesus because he was not
begat but born. He is unique

We used to see the picture of Virgin Mary
receiving the news from the angel as a sort of
benediction..In fact she was greatly troubled and
grieved when angel appeared (Luke 1:29).
Gabriel told her, “do not be afraid, you will be
with a child and give birth to a son and you are
to give him the name Jesus”. She asked the
angel “how will this be since | am a virgin". Even
n this modern society a woman bearing
illegitimate child has no respect . The Jewish
teenager Mary felt greatly troubled .She knew
the Jewish society would not believe the story
of angel. The law considered a betrothed woman
who is pregnant as an adulteress and to be
stoned to death. When Gabriel explained the
power of God, she submitted herself to the will
of God”. "Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be
it unto me according to thy word”. What a
blessed woman! A unique girl! No other woman
has ever been born like Virgin Mary. She was
well versed in Laws and Torah. She sang song

quoting 1 Samuel 2:1-10 at the home of
Elizabeth (Luke 1:45-55).

Even Quran agrees to the Virgin birth of
Jesus Christ. “Angel said to Mary, | am a
messenger from your Lord only to announce to
you the gift of righteous son. She said, how
shall | have a son, when no man has touched
me, and | am notimmodest. He said your Lord
says this is easy for me and we wish to appoint
him as a Sign to men and a Mercy from us. Itis
matter already ordered. So she started to carry
him (baby Jesus in her womb) and she went to
rest with himin a far place” (Suru 19.19,19.20,
19.21 19.22 Maryam).

Truth is truth for all even if some deny Really
it was incarnation of God as a man.

From Nazareth.

Jesus is known as Jesus of Nazareth
because Mary and Joseph were from Nazareth,
atown in Galilee (Luke 1:26). We see towns in
Galilee including Nazareth as useless Hiram,
king of Tyre called them as land of Cabul (1
Kings 9:11-13). When Jesus was brought up in
Nazareth, it became famous and blessed.
Nathaniel asked “can anything good come from
Nazareth?" (John 1:46). It was the view of the
people then. First mention of Nazareth in non
Christian text is in a fragmented inscription on
a gray marble excavated in 1962 at Caesarea
saying, in A.D. 70 from among defeated Jews,
a priestly group Hapizzez resettled at Nazareth.
Some people tell wrongly Jesus is called Jesus
of Nazareth because he had vow of Nazarene.

When Joseph knew about the pregnancy of
Mary he agreed to divorce her privately until an
angel appeared in dream to Joseph and revealed
the truth. Joseph, the righteous Joseph had
physical union only after birth of Jesus (Matthew
1:20,25). Virgin birth of Jesus was prophesied
7 centuries ago by Isaiah..A virgin (almah) will
be with a child and will give birth to a son and
will call him Immanuel (God with us).

Isaiah explains that the deliverer would lead
people to joy, peace, righteousness and justice
(Isaiah 8:1). "For Israel child is born means his
birth would be at definite time and place in the
history. For them a son is born. When we say
“son” none can understand age because son is
a son for father at any age. It shows His eternity.
He is eternal son of God.. He would be
supernatural, wonderful counsellor means He
is God and has words of eternal life. Since He
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is a counsellor He will reveal the perfect plan of
salvation. He is mighty God (Colossians 2:9).
He is everlasting Father. He not only reveal
Father God but Himself God. He is prince of
peace means His rule would bring peace with
God by delivering mankind from sin and death
(Isaiah 9:6-7).

John explains incarnation of Jesus as "In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning" (John 1:1). For every
creation the creator has first thought in his mind
and plans accordingly and creates. In Genesis
we see God created everything by His word
according to His plan. After creation God said
“good” because it came into existence as He
thought and planned. For every creation God
had a plan in His mind and used Word for
creation. But Jesus Christ is not a creature and
there was no need of thought in mind and plan
and word. He himself is Word

Greeks believed in the beginning was the
Fire and they worshipped Fire as source of all.
But John said in the beginning was the Word
and Jesus Christ is Word. He is personal word
of God and God spoke to us through His Son
(Hebrews 1:1). The Word’s relation to the Father
God: 1. Christ was with God from eternity and
in eternal fellowship with Father, 2. Christ has
same nature as Father has (Colossians 2:9).
Jesus Christ is God and the manifold wisdom
of God (Ephesians 3:30).

Mary and Joseph were in Nazareth a town
in Galilee. But seven centuries before Jewish
prophet foretold that Ruler of Israel should come
from Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) and Jesus should
be born in Bethlehem. Augustus Caesar issued
a decree that census should be taken of the
entire Roman world. Since Israel was under the
dominion of Roman empire Joseph and Mary
had to be registered at their own town..Joseph
had to go Bethlehem, the town of David because
Joseph belonged to house and line of David
(Luke 2:1-5). While they were there she brought
forth her FIRST BORN SON, and wrapped him
in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger
because there was no room for them in the inn.
There were mansions for Priests and rich men
and palaces for kings and emperors but when
King of Kings visited our planet there was no
room for Him. Mary was the first person who
accepted Jesus without considering her
personal cost. “Jesus being in very nature of
God did not consider equality with God,

something to be grasped, but made himself
nothing taking the very nature of a servant being
made in human likeness and being found in
appearance as a man he humbled himself*
(Philippians 2:6-8). There were in the same
country shepherds abiding in the field watching
over their flock by night, the angel of the Lord
came upon them, and the glory of the Lord
shone round about them and the angel said to
them, “behold, | bring you good tidings of great
joy which shall be to all people, For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Saviour which
is Christ the Lord and suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying Glory to God in the
highest and on earth peace, good will toward
men”.

First evangelists who proclaimed good news
were angels to the poor shepherds. Since
shepherds were in the field watching over flocks
by night, it is considered Jesus was not born in
December because December is very cold
season when people would be shivering with
cold and none will be in the field during night.
Anyhow it is not important when Jesus was born
but important truth is Jesus was born on earth.

Shepherds went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph and the baby lying in the manger
and they made known the words that were told
to them by the angels concerning this child. All
who heard it wondered at the events described
by the shepherds. Mary kept all these things
and pondered them in her heart. Exemplary
character of Mary was keeping all in her heart.
Itis a shining model for all women!

On the eighth day child was named Jesus
as the angel had told Mary before he was
conceived. Then Mary and Joseph took him to
Jerusalem to present Jesus to the Lord
according to the Law of the Lord (“Every FIRST
BORN male is to be consecrated to the Lord”)
and offered a pair of doves. Offering of pair of
doves shows that Mary and Joseph were poor
(Leviticus 12:8).

First person, who understood the incarnation
of God as man ‘was old Simeon who recognized
the baby as the Messiah because Holy Spirit
was on him and he was righteous and devout.
Moved by Holy Spirit Simeon went into the
temple courts and took baby in his arms and
praised God for fulfilment of promise given to
him that he would see the Lord’s Christ. He
foretold crucifixion of Jesus Christ to Mary “a
sword will pierce into your soul”.

Joseph had to
go Bethlehem,
the town of
David because
Joseph
belonged to
house and line
of David. While
they were there
she brought
forth her FIRST
BORN SON,
and wrapped
him in swaddling
clothes and laid
him in a manger
because there
was no room for
them in the inn.
There were
mansions for
Priests and rich
men and
palaces for
kings and
emperors but
when King of
Kings visited our
planet there was
no room for
Him.
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Mary treasured
all these things
in her heart to
prove she is
model lady and
worthy to be
mother of Jesus
when he was in
this world.
Though none
celebrated birth
of Jesus at that
time, heavenly
lights shone on
the earth and
angels sang and
wise men from
distant places
brought gifts to
the Son of God

A prophetess Anna who was a widow until
she was eighty four came up to baby Jesus
and thanked God for giving an opportunity to
see Messiah before her death. She spoke about
the child to all who were waiting for the
redemption of Jerusalem. Anna was the first
human Evangelist. During the reign of King
Herod Magi (wise men) from east came to
Jerusalem ltis believed that these men were
members of a religious class from the region
Iran. They specialized in Astronomy, medicine
and natural science. It is calculated that their
visit occurred when Jesus was between 40 days
and 2 years old (Luke 2:22, Matthew 2:16).
They came to Jerusalem and asked, “where is
the one who has been King of Jews, we saw
his star in the east and have come to worship
him”. Jews did not recognize Jesus as their
King but Gentiles did. Jesus is worthy of royal
honour from all humanity Jews as well as
Gentiles. When King Herod heard the news he
was disturbed . When he was disturbed
Jerusalem was disturbed. People feared the
cruel King who killed his mother and sons might
do anything to keep his position. He called Chief
priests and teachers of Law who were experts
in the Law and asked them where the Christ
was to be born. Suddenly they replied in
“Bethlehem” quoting prophecy of Micah 5:2. The
crooked Herod called Magi secretly and found
from them when the star had appeared. He sent
them to Bethlehem and told them to report him
back where infant Christ was so that he can
also go and worship him. Sometimes Satan
and his agents come with sweet words. Lion
would not roar when he goes to catch the prey
but walks softly. Wise men should have followed
the star instead of searching human help. They
came out the palace of Herod and saw the star
and followed it until it stopped over the place
where the child was. They came to the house
where they saw the child with Mary They bowed
down and worshipped the child only and not
mother Mary (Matthew 2:11). They opened their
treasures and presented the child with gifts of
gold,, incense and of myrrh. They knew Christ
is King and Priest. Having been warned the
Magi in dream not to go back to Herod, they
returned to their country by another route. None

will go the same route after seeing Jesus. An
angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and asked
him to take child and Mary to Egypt. It was
fulfilment of the prophecies Isaiah 7:16, Hosea
11:1. They went to Egypt for protection in
obedience to God’s guidance.

When Herod knew that wise men returned
to their country without coming back to him, he
became furious and ordered to kill all the boys
under two years old in Bethlehem and its
vicinity. It was also fulfilment of the prophecy of
Jeremiah 31:15. Angel appeared again to Joseph
and asked him to return to Israel when Herod
died. Joseph with Mary and child went to
Nazareth, to fulfil the prophecy that He will be
called a Nazarene.

When Jesus was twelve years old Mary,
Joseph and Jesus went to Jerusalem for the
feast of the Passover. After the feast parents
returned home while Jesus stayed back in
Jerusalem. After one day journey parents found
Jesus was not with them. After three days they
found Jesus in the temple courts sitting among
the teachers listening and asking questions.
All were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. Scripture says Jesus grew in wisdom
as the grace of God was upon him (Luke 2:40).
Seeing Jesus Mary asked, “son, why have you
treated us like this? Your father and | have been
anxiously searching for you”. Jesus answered,
Why were you searching for me? Didn’t you
know that I had to be in my Father’s house?“
Quoting a prophecy Jesus asserted his father
was not Joseph but is God. But the parents did
not understand what he was saying to them.
He went down with them to Nazareth and was
obedient to them and Jesus grew in wisdom
and stature and in favour with God and men

Since Joseph is never mentioned again in
Gospels it is believed he died before Jesus
started his ministry

Mary treasured all these things in her heart
to prove she is model lady and worthy to be
mother of Jesus when he was in this world.

Though none celebrated birth of Jesus at
that time, heavenly lights shone on the earth
and angels sang and wise men from distant
places brought gifts to the Son of God [

(To be continued)

“To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable because God has forgiven the

“The Christian does not think God will love us because we are good, but that God will
make us good because He loves us.”

inexcusable in you.”

C S Lewis
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"HONEST WORDS"

“For the time will come when they will hot endure sound doctrine, but
according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will
heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the
truth, and be turned aside to fables. But you be watchful in all things, endure
afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry"

(2 Timothy 4:3-5)

Today we often confront with men who spread
dishonest words about others. Many news we
read in social media too are not exceptional.
Artificial presentation of life becomes the part
of men’s life. People have no regret to spread
any type of words, mostly to get applauded.
The truth becomes a strange
idea to many. As the prophet

teachings in the churches. We are usually very
strict and serious for the dogmas, doctrines.
Neverthless seldom we speak regarding prctical
life. Actually our beliefs in doctrines must be
vindicated through practical life. It is a reality
that we often fail in the life outside. Life in

honesty and in truth have

priceless value before God

says the truth is not seen /.

=\ and men. Job appropriately,

anywhere, as if it is lost

"how powerful is the honest

somewhere in the street.
This is the exact scenario
today. People are more
fascinated in such words.
We cannot simply say
that it is common tendency
of today or take it easy. Even
among the God’s people ee
can find out this kind of
talking. Not only talking but
spreading the dishonest
words about own brother in
Christ through social media

It is very clear that all
those who spread the
false words either
concerning the Word of
God or about individuals
must be answerable to
the Lord. And we the
church put our minds
together to oppose them
and keep away from their
fellowship. Definitely they
are the hidden stones in
our love feast.

words" (6:25).

The Bible is the book of
truth because it is God’s
book. In the End Times there
will be lying spirits who creep
into churches and spread
dishonest doctrines and
deceive many, apostles
warned. They are intruders.
Many will be giving their ears
to them. They preach
sermons which are only
interesting to ears, not
beneficial for

and magazines. This is

spiritual

mostly done during the \

=) edification. However, their

election time in churches,
just for a chair or some
temperory gains. Such people have no
conscience problem. On the dais they might
have put their hands together to throw dust in
the eyes of people. In fact they are deceiving
others and their conscience as well.

The Scripture never supports these kind of
multi faced attitudes and life. Even if we face
everythiing lost, we should not leave the truth.
The modern Pentecostals lack the practical

words won’t stay for long
time. We have to be very
much cautious about such intruders.

Itis very clear that all those who spread the
false words either concerning the Word of God
or about individuals must be answerable to the
Lord. And we the church put our minds together
to oppose them and keep away from their
fellowship. Definitely they are the hidden stones
in our love feast. It is the high time for the
churches to be deligent against them. [

Pastor Shibu
Joseph

We are usually
very strict and
serious for the
dogmas,
doctrines.
Neverthless
seldom we
speak regarding
prctical life.
Actually our
beliefs in
doctrines must
be vindicated
through practical
life. It is a reality
that we often fail
in the life
outside. Life in
honesty and in
truth have
priceless value
before God and
men.
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July 2022

Suvartha



Dr. Shibu
Cherian

MS, MBA,

\_ D.Min., Ph.D.

is the Pastor

of Carolinas
Christian
Assembly in
Matthews, NC
that serves all
Asian Indians in
and around the
Charlotte area.
He is also the
President of
United in the
WORD
Ministries, Inc.
He is a certified
Clinical Chaplain,
a Bible Teacher
and a Premarital
Counselor.

Visit his ministry
website @ http://
www.unitedinthe
word.com

AN

Practical Life Instructions from:
Apostle Paul's Letter to "Romans"

LOVE is the ULTIMATE
FULFILLMENT of GOD’s LAW

“Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has
fulfilled the law. For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,”
“You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not bear false witness,”
“You shall not covet,” and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up
in this saying, namely, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no
harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law"

(Romans 13:8-10)

/

In the above passage, Apostle Paul tells the
Roman believers that it is their privilege to fulfill
God’s law by loving others. They should
subjugate their beliefs/convictions to the ‘law
of love’ for love truly fulfills the law by leading
everyone to peace and mutual edification.

Love is a debt that is never paid in full
considering the fact how much Jesus has loved
us and given His own life for us. Love is the
final summary of God’s moral laws. If we truly
understood and completely followed the
command to love one another, we would fulfill
every social duty and would especially observe
those commandments that are most
fundamental in human relations (v. 9).

There are two kinds of debts: those with the
lender’s consent and those without his consent.
It is the second kind of outstanding debt that
Paul refers here as our obligation to love
(agape), which signifies a deep, unselfish,
superhuman affection for others. This love

manifests itself in giving, and generally in
sacrificial giving. Thus, God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son (John 3:16),
and Christ loved the church and gave Himself
for her (Ephesians 5:25).

Love is primarily a matter of the ‘will’ rather
than ‘emotions’. The fact that we are
commanded to love indicates that it is
something we can choose to do, and it can
only be exhibited by the power of the indwelling
Holy Spirit. Love enables us to perfectly fulfill
all our obligations, whether to the state, to the
citizens, or to God. Love for God and for our
neighbors is our highest motive for obedience
and the ultimate fulfillment of God’s law!

If you really fulfill the royal law according to
the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself,” you do well (James 2:8). For all the
law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Galatians
5:14) |
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Continuing
the New Series of
Bible Study

Our Life in Christ
1 Peter 1:14 - 17

As we studied a portion of 1Peter 1: 14 we
learned that a life without Christ is a life of lust,
spiritual ignorance, and it ultimately leads to
eternal damnation. By His amazing grace and
immeasurable love, the one and only true living
God made provision for all mankind to have a
meaningful, fulfilling, God pleasing, and
rewarding life for all eternity. Such a life is a
Holy Spirit filled life in Christ here on earth. So
the Holy Spirit admonishes us to be obedient,
be holy, and be respectful or fearful. If anyone
be in Christ he or she is a new creation (see 2
Corinthians 5:17). The Christian life is not only
a life in Christ, it is the life where Christ the
hope of glory is in each believer as well (see
Colossians 1:27b). Obeying God above all else
is a major theme in the Holy Bible from the
book of Genesis to the book of Revelation.
Obeying involves hearing or knowing and
submitting to that which is known.

Be Obedient.

First let us look at obeying God. Then in
the light of that we will look at other areas that
require obedience. What is obedience?
Obedience is submission to the rule or authority
of another. Obedience is an outcome of true
faith (see Romans 1:5). Apostle Peter at the
very beginning of this holy epistle reminds the
readers that we are washed by the precious
blood of Christ without spot and without blemish

to obey God (see 1 Peter 1:2,19). Then Peter
wrote about purifying the soul in obeying the
truth and submitting to authorities (see 1 Peter
1:22; 2:13,18). As we know Adam and Eve
disobeyed God, and from that beginning of
disobedience of our first parents it is in the
nature of every human being to disobey and
rebel. Thus, human history is a series of
rebellion and disobedience. By the firstAdams’s
disobedience all humanity inherited that
disobedient nature. Lot’s wife disobeyed God
and looked back. She became a pillar of salt
(see Genesis 19:17,26). Aaron and Moses
disobeyed God, and God did not allow them to
enter into the promise land (see Numbers 20:
23-29). Aaron’s two sons disobeyed God in
bringing strange fire before God and were
punished by death instantly (see Leviticus 10:1-
2). King Saul disobeyed God and was removed
from kingship by God (see 1 Samuel 15:23-
24). King David disobeyed God and suffered
the consequences (see 1 Samuel 11 & 12).
Children of Israel disobeyed and rebelled against
God again and again and suffered the
consequences (see Exodus, Numbers, and
Book of Judges). But thanks be unto God for
the Lord Jesus Christ, the last or secondAdam.
By the last Adam’s obedience, through which
all those who put their trust in him become
righteous (see Romans 5:19).

Jesus Christ is the perfect example of
obedience (see Philippians 2:8; Hebrews 5:8,

Dr. C.P.
Varghese
Paduthottu

is the Founder
& President of
Peniel Bible
Seminary,
Peniel
Children’s
Home & Peniel
Academy,
Keezhillam,
Kerala.

The Christian life
is not only a life in
Christ, it is the
life where Christ
the hope of glory
is in each
believer as well
Obeying God
above all else is
a major theme in
the Holy Bible
from the book of
Genesis to the
book of
Revelation.
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We may fail
from time to
time because
we live in a
fallen, sinful,
corrupt,
rebellious, world
in a physical
body that is not
redeemed yet.
We are waiting
eagerly with
groans for the
redemption of
our body. Inthe
meantime, ask
forgiveness and
trust in His
grace and the
Holy Spirit who
helps us to
obey.
Obedience is
far better than
sacrifice

9). Obeying God is often painful in this sinful
world. But God rewards obedience. Obedience
leads to God’s blessings and disobedience leads
to curse and destruction (see Deuteronomy
11:26-28). Abraham’s immediate, complete,
unquestioning obedience is seen in Genesis
(see Genesis 22:1-18). Children must
obey parents in the LORD (see Ephesians
6:1). Servants must obey masters in the LORD.
(see Ephesians 6:5). Wives should
be submissive to their husbands in the
LORD. Husbands should live with wives in
understanding. (see 1 Peter
8).Youngsters should obey elders (see
1Peter 5:5). Believers should obey ministers of
the Gospel in the LORD (see Hebrews
13:17). Everyone must obey government

3:5-

demonstrates faith, trust and love. If we love
we obey. Disobedience is punished and

obedience is rewarded by God. When our LORD
Jesus Christ will come from heaven with his
mighty angels in flaming fire he will deal out
chastisement and vengeance to those who
disobeyed the Gospel of God. They will be cast
out from the glorious presence of our God and
will suffer eternal destruction (see 2

Thessalonians 1:6-10).

Be Holy.

What does it mean to be holy? The meaning
of the original Hebrew and Greek word is to be
sacred, set apart, different, uncommon, out of
the ordinary, pure, clean, blameless, not

authorities in the LORD (see

polluted. Peter, being a

Romans 13:1,2). If the law of (
the land is against the law of
God we must obey God first
and foremost. We read about
Shadrach, Meshach,
Abednego and Daniel obeying
God against the command of
the king (See the book of
Daniel). We read about Peter
and John questioning the
religious leaders and rulers, if
they think that God wants them
to obey the rulers other than
God. Of course, not (see Acts
.4:18 - 20). Disobedience leads
to sin and death (see Romans
5 :19; 1 Corinthians 15:22).

God’s temple is holy,
sacrifices must be
holy, the altar is holy,
priests are to be holy.
Holy, Holy, Holy, is the
LORD of hosts, GOD
almighty. Holiness of
God is the only
character of God that
is repeated three
times in the same
verse in the Bible. The
word “holy” is used
more than 600 times
in the Bible.

Hebrew, probably remembers
what the law teaches as we
read in the book of Leviticus
that God’s people must be
holy as God is holy (see
Leviticus 11:44; 19:2; 0:7,26).
The God of the Bible is the
only holy God; Jehovah is the
Holy One of Israel, meaning
different from all other man-
made gods that are not really
gods. God’s temple is holy,
sacrifices must be holy, the
altar is holy, priests are to be
holy. Holy, Holy, Holy, is the
LORD of hosts, GOD almighty
(See lIsaiah 6:3; Revelation

Disobedience is rebellion,

./ 4:8). Holiness of God is the

sinful, idolatry, and disrespect.
All must obey God because he is God. We must
obey God because we love Him (see John 14:23).
We may fail from time to time because we live
in a fallen, sinful, corrupt, rebellious, world in a
physical body that is not redeemed yet. We
are waiting eagerly with groans for the

redemption of our body (see Romans 8:23). In
the meantime, ask forgiveness and trust in His
grace and the Holy Spirit who helps us to obey.
(1 John 1:9; 2:1; Gal 5:16). Let us remember
the word of the LORD to king Saul through
prophet Samuel. What is more pleasing to the
LORD, your burnt offerings and sacrifices or your
obedience to His word? Obedience is far better
than sacrifice ( See 1 Samuel 15:22). Willing
obedience shows our love towards God (see
John 14:23; 1 John 5:2-3). Obedience

only character of God that is
repeated three times in the same verse in the
Bible. The word “holy” is used more than 600
times in the Bible.

The one and only holy God calls all people
everywhere at all times with a holy calling
according to his own purpose and grace which
was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity
(2 Timothy 1:9). We are called holy brethren
(see Hebrews 3:1). We are called to his holy
church (Ephesians 5:27). We are to offer holy
sacrifices (see Romans 12:1-2). We are given
a most holy faith (see Jude verse 3 and 20).
We are called for holiness (1 Thessalonians
4:7). All those who have the blessed hope of
the coming of the Holy Son of God keep himself
holy as He is holy. Let the only one who is holy
because of the holy blood of Christ keep himself
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holy. The blood of Jesus His son cleanses us
from all sin (see Revelation 22:11; 1 John 1:7).
Be different from the unsaved people in all our
ways and walks!

Are we able to live a holy life in ourselves?
Of course not, That is the reason the Holy Spirit
is given to us to live obediently, victoriously and
holy. Live or walk in obedience to the holy Spirit,
so we shall not fulfill the desires of the flesh.
The people of God must have holy, pure
doctrines of the Word of God and holy, pure life
in every area of our lives. Anytime we are
tempted with the tricks of our enemy the devil
we must do what Jesus did while he was
tempted by the Devil. Jesus said again and
again to Satan, “It is written in the scripture”
each time (see Mathew 4:1-11). We can
overcome the enemy by the

of darkness, fear of sleeplessness, fear of
death, and so on and so forth. So, the list of
fear or phobia is long. But thanks be unto God,
for he has told us, His children in His Holy word,
“Fear not”. It is said that, “Fear not” or “do not
fear” or “"do not be afraid” is found 365 times in
the Bible. What a comfort it is for the people of
God!
Well, then here we read conduct yourselves
in fear and again Peter wrote fear God (see 1
Peter 1:17; 2:17; 3:15;). In the Old Testament
several words are translated into English as
“fear, awe, terror, to be afraid, fear of God etc.
In the New Testament “phobia” is the word
translated to fear as we have seen. When the
disciples saw Jesus walking on water they
were terrified (see Mathew 14:26). When Jesus
rebuked the wind and the

blood of the Lamb, by the /=

-\ waves, they were afraid (see

testimony of what God has
done in our lives and by the
Word of God (see Revelation
12:11; Phillians 4: 8-9). We are
a holy people, a holy

priesthood, holy unto the one
and only holy God (see Exodus
28:36-38; Leviticus 11:44;
19:2; 20:7; 21:6-8; 1 Peter 2:9)

Be Fearful.

Fear is a common emotion
in human beings and in other
creatures. We know from the
creation history found in

There was nothing for
Adam and Eve to fear
as long as they lived in

harmony with the
LORD. They were the
rulers. But
disobedience to God
put them under fear.
Adam admits their fear
and acknowledges it to
God in response to
God’s call . Since then
all humanity lives and
survives under fear.

Mark 4:41). When the widow’s
son was raised from the dead
in Nain they were fearful (see
Luke 7:16). When many
wonders and miracles were
taking place by the apostles,
people were in awe (Acts
2:43).

The one and only true God
of the Bible is love. We
love Him because He loved us
first. There is no fear in love.
Perfect love casts out fear
(see 1 John 4:16-18). This God
is also holy, righteous, hates
sin, as we see in the holy

Genesis that man was created \

j scriptures. We read about the

to rule and reign over

everything under the rule and authority of
Jehovah God (see Genesis 1:26). There was
nothing for Adam and Eve to fear as long as
they lived in harmony with the LORD. They were
the rulers. But disobedience to God put them
under fear. Adam admits their fear and
acknowledges it to God in response to God’s
call (See Genesis 3:10). Since then all humanity
lives and survives under fear. Even when man
invents, discovers, and advances in so many
areas there is fear in one way or another.

We hear about all kinds of “phobia”. The word
fear comes from the Greek word “phobos”. There
are all kinds of phobia or fear. Fear of being
alone for some people, then fear of crowds for
other people. Fear of getting sick and fear of
doctors, medicines, injections, hospitals, fear

wrath of God, the fury of God,
the anger of God (see Romans 1:18; Jeremiah
4:4). The wicked have no fear of God (Psalm
36:1).

So let us have a healthy, reverential,
respectful, exalted, high view of God our father
who is the judge of all without partiality. Let us
have full, total complete allegiance to our God.
The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom.
Blessed are those who fear God and obey His
commandments. The Lord takes pleasure in
those who fear him (see Proverbs 1:7; Psalms
128:1; Psalms 147:11) Let all the earth fear
the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the world
stand in awe of HIM (Psalms 33:8).

The Lord takes pleasure in those who fear
him. Holy worship is holy. God’s people must
be holy. =

So let us have a
healthy,
reverential,
respectful,
exalted, high
view of God our
father who is the
judge of all
without partiality.
Let us have full,
total complete
allegiance to our
God. The fear of
God is the
beginning of
wisdom. Blessed
are those who
fear God and
obey His
commandments.
The Lord takes
pleasure in those
who fear him. Let
all the earth fear
the LORD; let all
the inhabitants of
the world stand
in awe of HIM
(Psalms 33:8).
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On 6th of
January
1850, a 15-
year-old
boy named

to me and do not hinder them" JEAVYANEEE- TN

walking to

his place of worship. It was a Sunday

morning and due to heavy snowstorm

Charles could not go any further, so

he stopped in front of a building which
happened to be a church.

Charles went inside the church and
sat down in the last row. He noticed
that only a few people had gathered,
and the pastor of the church did not
come that Sunday due to
unfavourable weather conditions.

When it was time for sermon, one of
the church members stood up to
preach. Charles later in his

God can use you!

autobiography states that by
appearance this preacher looked like
a poor tailor or a shoemaker. The
preacher spoke from lsaiah 42:22
which says, "Look unto me and be ye
saved all the ends of the earth for | am
God and there is none else". Charles
says that the preacher did not even
pronounce certain words correctly.

a N

Juby Anoop, UK
\ %

The preacher kept on
repeating the verse ‘Look
unto me’ several times
probably for the simple
reason that he had nothing
else to say.

But this crude message
touched the heart of the
litle boy Charles, and that very day
he gave his life to Jesus. This little
boy later went on to be the greatest
preacher in Christian history called
Charles Spurgeon.

Sodear children,

Bible says in 1 Corinthians 1:27:
"But God chose the foolish things of
the world to shame the wise; God
chose the weak things of the world to
shame the strong". God can use the
very little that we have and will bless
the initiative that we take for God’s

glory. P

MATRIMONIAL

Radhika Dhawan D/o: Late Pastor Praveen Kumar
Dhawan and Mrs. Suraksha Dhawan DOB:
26/07/1995, Age: 26 yrs Height: 5’3, Languages
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by Faith, Protestant, Punjabi.

Qualifications : M.A English from University of
Delhi. B.Ed from MDU. Job details: Working as
PGT English (Guest Faculty) Pre-viously worked as
a Verbal Trainer for GRE, GMAT and SAT exams.
Hometown and place of birth: Delhi Family Status:
Upper Middle Class Mother’'s Occupation:
Professionally retired, currently homemaker No. Of
siblings: 1 elder sister (Assistant Professor in Delhi
University) Church: Maranatha Ministries
International, Bhopal, India

Local Church: Delhi

Water Baptism: Yes (2007)

Holy Spirit Baptism: Yes

Contact No. : 9818018449

Preetika Dhawan D/o : Late Pastor Praveen Kumar
Dhawan and Mrs. Suraksha Dhawan
DOB: 31/07/1993, Age: 28 yrs, Height: 5" 0"
Languages known: English, Hindi.

Background: Christian Faith, Pentecost, Punjabi.
Qualification: ® PhD in Physics (Currently Ongoing

from NSUT, Dwarka) ® M Sc and B. Sc (H) Physics
from Hansraj College, University of Delhi.
Job Details: Assistant Professor, University of Delhi
(Adhoc basis) Hometown and Place of birth: Delhi,
India.
Mother’s Occupation:
Currently Homemaker
No. of Siblings: 1 Younger Sister working as PGT-
English
Church: Maranatha Ministries International,
Bhopal, India, Local Church: Delhi, Water Baptism:
Yes (2004)
Holy Spirit Baptism: Yes

Contact No.: 9717286442

Professionally Retired,
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MATRIMONY

WANTED BRIDEGROOM

Chrisfian Pentegostal Parents Settedin Navi Mumbai
Proposal fortheir Bom Again Daughter Age 21
(2210611994} 138 cm. Comple her MBA Finance.
Currently She is working in Mumbai in a Finance Company.
Seeking or Allance From Parents of Eligbl
Walayeli Pentecostal Boy, Spirtual and Post Graduate,
Preferably Raised Outside Kerala and working in
Abroad or Interested to Migrate in
UK, Canada, Australia, reland or any other Westem Countries

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT:
Mobile & Whatsapp: +91 982123631/ Mobile: +31 9969072119

varghese20763@gmail.com
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Scenes from Jalgaon District of IPC Maharashtra
,‘ﬂ"j | hd H | ‘— 5 =

Covid Vaccination drive at Chalisgaon, Jalgaon with Govt. Community Workers

Different ‘village meetings at Jalgaon
Scenes from Nagpur District of IPC Maharashtra

g

Ladies Meeting
)

Childrens Meeting Our Team members at Navapur
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Scenes from Amaravati District of IPC Maharashtra
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Food for all poor at Amaravati streets
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