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"BAPTISM"
In a historical perspective

“Do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him
through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk
in newness of life" (Romans 6:3,4)

( Where did baptism come from? )

( The Historical Connection j

Ritual cleansing has been part of religious
life in many cultures. In the Bible, it originated
in the Jewish mikvah, which is a ritual washing.
Some Jewish men take a mikvah every Friday
in preparation for the weekly Sabbath and before
every holy day. It's also done before one’s
wedding or the circumcision of a son, or at the
beginning of a great undertaking on the Lord’s
behalf. Jewish women take a mikvah each
month after their menstrual period. All converts
to Judaism take a mikvah upon entering the
faith. So like the mikvah, a baptism symbolizes
purification. But unlike the mikvah, one baptism
lasts a lifetime.

The Jewish priest started his day bathing
himself in water. Even then he had to wash his
hands and feet before he could start his ministry
(or duties) in the tabernacle, which was the first
place of worship or in the temple that was later
built in Jerusalem. A laver was placed in the
tabernacle or temple for this purpose.

Other religions also believe in ritual
cleansing. The Hindu priests are supposed to
immerse themselves in running water before
they start their priestly duties. Even the pious
Hindus wash their hands and feet before they
sit for prayers. Before Praying Muslims go
through a routine washing ritual, cleansing
themselves in preparation for prayer. The ritual
washing, called Wudu, can be done in any clean
place where there is water.

Thus, it seems that ritual cleansing was part
of almost all religions of the world. If that is the
case, is there any special significance to
Christian baptism?

Baptism, as it is practiced today started
during the inter-testamental period. Every
synagogue had a baptistery like the ones we
see today in the main line churches.

After the dispersion of the nation of Israel,
immediate succession of world powers brought
many in contact with the Jewish religion. Jewish
faith was one of the few monotheistic faiths in
the world. Others became curious about their
worship system and especially the detailed
prophetic accounts in the Bible. Translation of
the Hebrew Bible into Greek since the time of
Ptolemy Il of Egypt (the Septuagint Bible) also
helped in this process. Many were converted
into Judaism.

Since all gentiles were considered sinners,
they needed cleansing from their sins. They
were brought before the laver (or the baptistery
as we call it now) and the holy water was
sprinkled over them. Thereafter, they were
declared cleansed and accepted into the Jewish
community.

( John the Baptist )

John the Baptist is the person responsible
for starting baptism in the New Testament. His
account is fascinating as we see in the gospels
of Matthew and Luke. He was the son of a
priest. As such, he was supposed to start his
priestly duties at the age of 25 in the temple in
Jerusalem. But his call was to be a prophet.
He became a prophet crying out in the
wilderness, leading people to repentance. He
addressed his audience as sinners who needed
repentance. He also asked them to take baptism

Dr. Sunny Philip
New York, USA
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John’s dialogue
in Matthew 3
shows us his
reasoning for
expecting the
leaders also to
take baptism.
Even though they
prided
themselves as
children of
Abraham, they
did not possess
the God pleasing
qualities that
Abraham had. He
told them not to
hide behind their
religious identity
as children of
Abraham. His
contention was
there was no
spiritual fruit in
them that
identified them
with Abraham.

as a sign of repentance.

People in his generation understood his
methods and message more than us. Prophets
were often strange people with strange outfits
and habits. (A cursory reading of the Old
Testament prophetic books will confirm this.
Some of the things they did would offend us
today, so | spare the details here. But you are
welcome to read them in your Bible and find
out for yourselves). So the strange oulffit of John
the Baptist made out of camel skin did not bother
them. Neither was his diet of locusts and wild
honey. People still flocked to listen to him,
because they respected him as a prophet.
There was no prophetic voice in Israel for almost
four hundred years. We read that a broad
spectrum of people came to listen to him.

They were not offended that he called them
sinners- at least the general public. They went
into the Jordan river to be baptized by him. But
it was a different story with the religious leaders
of the day. We read that, “But the Pharisees
and lawyers rejected the will of God for
themselves, not having

reasoning for expecting the leaders also to take
baptism. Even though they prided themselves
as children of Abraham, they did not possess
the God pleasing qualities that Abraham had.
He told them not to hide behind their religious
identity as children of Abraham. His contention
was there was no spiritual fruit in them that
identified them with Abraham. So he told them
that axe is already the roots of the tree (which
spoke of the judgment that was coming upon
them). Since they had no fruits of righteousness
in them, they were no better than the sinners
and tax collectors and gentiles who were taking
baptism there. They did not show ‘fruits worthy
of repentance.’ But Pharisees did not accept
that evaluation by John and refused to be
baptized by John.

It was because of a clear understanding of
his role in the scheme of things. John was born
to an elderly priest couple named Zacharias and

Elizabeth. They did not

Why did John do baptism? 3

been baptized by him.” [

-\ have any children for

(Luke 7:30). Why was
that?

A careful analysis will
show a number of
reasons for their
objections.

(1) John was a
priest’'s son who was
supposed to become a

John the Baptist is the person
responsible for starting baptism
in the New Testament. He was
the son of a priest. As such, he

was supposed to start his
priestly duties at the age of 25 in
the temple in Jerusalem. But his
call was to be a prophet.

many years. One day an
angel appeared to himin
Jerusalem temple as
Zacharias was
ministering and told him:

The angel said to
him, “Do not be afraid,
Zacharias, for your
prayer is heard; and your

priest like his father. But  \ =

wife Elizabeth will bear

he became a prophet.

Baptizing someone was a priest’s job. So why
is John, who did not want to be a priest, doing
a priest’s job?

(2). A priest always wore priestly garments
while conducting baptism. So why is John giving
baptism to people wearing coat made of camel’'s
skin?

(3). Baptisms at that time were generally
given in synagogues. Why was John giving
baptism in an open river?

(4). Baptism was for people who considered
themselves sinners and who needed to get right
with God. Why would the Pharisees who were
meticulous in their religious practices need to
take baptism? Why would Sadducees who were
the Bible expositors of the day, need to take
baptism?

John’s dialogue in Matthew 3 shows us his

you a son, and you shall
call his name John. And you will have joy and
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. For
he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and
shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will
also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his
mother’s womb. And he will turn many of the
children of Israel to the Lord their God. He will
also go before Him in the spirit and power of
Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children,’ and the disobedient to the wisdom of
the just, to make ready a people prepared for
the Lord” (Luke 1: 13-17, NKJV).

John surrendered himself to God’s will when
he grew up and accepted the role of a prophet
instead of a priest. He identified himself as the
forerunner to Messiah foretold by prophet Isaiah.
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; Make His paths

July 2023

Suvartha



straight” (Isaiah 40:3). His message was about
‘someone coming after me.’

‘There was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. This man came for a witness,
to bear witness of the Light, that all through
him might believe. He was not that Light, but
was sent to bear witness of that Light’ (John 1:
6-8, NKJV)

He told his disciples that he did not know
who he was talking about initially. Even though
he and Jesus were relatives, they grew up in
two different areas of the nation. But he was
given a sign. ‘I did not know Him; but that He
should be revealed to Israel, therefore | came
baptizing with water... And John bore witness,
saying, ‘1 saw the Spirit descending from heaven
like a dove, and He remained upon Him. | did
not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize
with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the
Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this
is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. And |
have seen and testified that this is the Son of
God” (John 1:30, 32-34, NKJV).

This was fulfilled at the baptism of Jesus,
as we read in Matthew, chapter 3. Thus, John
was sent to do baptism as a means of
introducing Jesus to the world.

Thus we see that John’s baptism was related
to entering into the kingdom of God. Even now,
baptism is given as part of the message of the
kingdom of God. Jesus asked his disciples to
‘go into all the world and preach.” (Matthew
28:20). People who accept the gospel message
and put their trust in Jesus Christ will repent of
their sins and confess them. Through
repentance they become worthy of the kingdom
of God. Such people would be given baptism in
the name of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.

John’s baptism and the Christian baptism
are different in many other aspects. John’s
baptism was based on the understanding in the
Old Testament about ritual cleansing. But
Christian baptism is given to a person who is
already cleansed by the blood of the Lamb of
God, Jesus Christ.

“What can wash me white as snow?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus!”

| must add that John baptized only the people
who repented of their sins. We will see later
that the Apostles followed the same pattern.
They only baptized people who repented of their
sins and put their faith in Jesus Christ. [ ]

To be continued in the next issue

( The Kingdom Connection of Baptism )

His message in Matthew, chapter 3 shows
us another reason. John called himself a ‘herald.’
A herald was a messenger sent by a royal court
to announce things. Let us say that a king
wanted to visit a part of his kingdom. He
generally would not just show up. He would send
a herald to that area. The herald would come
on a horseback and announce that the king is
coming and be ready to receive him. Then the
citizens would go out and either cut a new road
for the king’s chariot to travel or widen the
existing road and clean it up nicely.

John considered himself a herald announcing
the arrival of a king- the king of righteousness,
the Messiah. His job was to prepare people to
enter into the kingdom of God. “Prepare ye the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”
People in his generation did not need to go out
and cut a new road for this king. This king ruled
the hearts of men. So their hearts needed to be
cleansed. Their lives needed to be straightened
out. The way to do it was through repentance.
And as a sign of repentance, they would take
baptism in Jordan river.

A new book on

"Resurrection"
in Malayalam by
Rev. Dr. Sunny Philip
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4 New Series: A

Timeless Sayings of Jesus Christ!

Devotional: FOUR

GOD desires MERCY
and not SACRIFICE!

“Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, that behold, many tax
collectors and sinners came and sat down with Him and His disciples. And when the
Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, ‘Why does your Teacher eat with tax
collectors and sinners?’ When Jesus heard that, He said to them, ‘Those who are well
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. But go and learn what this
means: | desire mercy and not sacrifice. For | did not come to call the righteous, but
sinners, to repentance.”” (Matt. 9:10-13)

J

The problem with the Pharisees living during
the time of Jesus was that although they followed
the laws of Moses and the rituals religiously,
their hearts were hard and cold towards the real
needs of the underprivileged people. When they
expressed dismay to Jesus for fellowshipping
with the downtrodden scum of their society,
Jesus (quoting from Hosea 6:6) challenged them
to learn the meaning of Jehovah’s words, “| desire

become a substitute for inward righteousness.
God was not pleased with empty rituals that
the Pharisees were observing. They obeyed the
letter of the law but lacked compassion and
mercy towards the less fortunate people, and
they associated only with self-righteous people
like themselves.

Jesus Christ perfectly fulfilled God’s desire
for mercy (and sacrifice) when He gave His own

word.comf§l mercy, and not life for redeeming all
sacrifice”. God had f \ sinners and fulfilled

already judged - God’s justice as well.

sacrifices without Although God had instituted The Scripture tell us,

mercy as worthless! the sacrificial system from the “There is none

Although God had earliest of times, He did not righteous, no, not one”

instituted the sacrificial want the outward sacrifice and (Rom. 3:10). So, Jesus

system from the rituals to become a substitute came to call all sinners

earliest of times, He did for inward righteousness. to repentance, but in

not want the outward reality He could only

sacrifice and rituals to \ J work in those people
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who acknowledged their own sins and repented
before God. Jesus could not perform any acts
of mercy and grace towards those who were
proud, self-righteous, and
unrepentant—Ilike the

% ‘L‘eam ‘What This Means:
= I’ ﬁesw& Mﬁ?"cy;

followers) should be equally eager to present
the gospel of Christ to everyone, rich or poor,
wise, or foolish, mighty, or weak, irrespective
of race, color, or stature.

Today, God wants to

Pharisees. The Pharisees f

\ meet each of us at our

were more concerned
about outward religious
forms than about inward
compassion. Jesus could
not help those who thought
that they were righteous
and needed no help!

As we read the stories
of the public ministry of

The Pharisees were more
concerned about outward
religious forms than about
inward compassion.
Jesus could not help those
who thought that they were
righteous and needed no
help!

point of need, offering
forgiveness, healing,
and hope through
eternal life. God freely
gives us what we do not
deserve. As we realize
God’s grace in our lives,
we should extend the
same grace to needy

Jesus, it is clear that He \

did not minister only to

crowds (8:1; 9:36), but He had time for
individuals as well. He had compassion on
people shunned by the society, and He was
particularly concerned with needy individuals.
In calling the tax-collector Matthew to be his
disciple (Matt. 9:9), Jesus demonstrated in
reallife that salvation depended on the mercy of
God and not on the merits or sacrifices of
people. In the similar fashion, we (as His

J people around us. By

extending out this grace
in reaching out to people in need, we can be
the extension of our Lord Jesus in our world
and guide them to His healing touch as well.
Remember, God desires mercy and not
sacrifice!

“For by grace you have been saved through
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”
(Ephesians 2:8-9) B

Jesus
demonstrated in
reallife that
salvation
depended on
the mercy of
God and not on
the merits or
sacrifices of
people. Inthe
similar fashion,
we (as His
followers)
should be
equally eager to
present the
gospel of Christ
to everyone,
rich or poor,
wise, or foolish,
mighty, or weak,
irrespective of
race, color, or
stature.

-

“We need never shout across the spaces to an absent God. He is nearer
than our own soul, closer than our most secret thoughts”
“You can see God from anywhere if your mind is set to love and obey Him.”
“Complacency is a deadly foe of all spiritual growth.”
“The modern scientist has lost God amid the wonders of His world.”

Rev. A.W. Tozeyr/
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Beginning
a New Series of
Bible Study

Rev. K.M. Varghese

The qualification
to highlight is of
being a servant

of God and the
Lord Jesus
Christ. Jude is
the only other
New Testament
writer who
introduces
himself with
this single
qualification
(Jude 1:1).

James (Part 4)

f Topical Divisions of the Book \

1
2
3
4
5

1:1-1:27 — Perfect Religion
2:1-3:12 — Perfect Faith
3:13-5:20 — Perfect Wisdom

A
1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
B
1.
2.
3.

N\

:1-1:27 - Trials and True Religion

:1-2:26 — The Royal Law and Active Faith

:1-3:18 — Perfect Man and the Wisdom from Above
:1-4:17 — Praying with Wrong Motives and Evil Boasting
:1-5:20 — Crying Wages and Penitent Believer

J

( Chapter One: Trials and True Religion )

1:1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord
Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes in the
Dispersion: Greetings.

Greetings: James’ was not a stranger to his
readers. This is a Christian version of the
secular form of greeting during James’ times.
James begins the article with a greeting in his
unique style. James’ greeting is limited in words.

Here James has used the word 'chairein’,
which is commonly used by writers in secular
writings of that time to say greetings. The Greek
word chairein means joy and gladness. James
begins his epistle to the scattered Judeo-
Christians by wishing them joy in his greetings.
This same salutation can be found in the letter
of the Council of Jerusalem to the Gentile
Christian churches in the Acts of the Apostles
and in the letter written by a Roman official

named Claudius Lucius to the Roman governor
Felix. (15:23; 23:26)

The first verse is a greeting. The fifteenth
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, written
together with James, also adds a similar
salutation (15:23).

In addition to greeting the readers, the
salutation also introduces the writer and reveals
who the recipients are. This is a good start to
the article. In addition, a good introduction
prepares readers for further reading.

Introducing himself in the salutation, James
states his qualifications. The qualification to
highlight is of being a servant of God and the
Lord Jesus Christ. Jude is the only other New
Testament writer who introduces himself with
this single qualification (Jude 1:1). Although
Paul and Peter introduce themselves as
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“servants” they also add to it their apostleship
(Romans 1:1; Philippians 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1).

The Greek word doulos means servant or
slave. In Greco-Roman society, slaves belonged
to their master’s possession. The slave holds
no rights; the master has right over him.
Although the slave was a human being, he had
no rights of his own, so he was considered a
living material.Children were offered as slaves
to gods by their parents during a period in Kerala
culture. To be a servant of God was a servitude
by choice. Self-accepted servitude was a
privilege.

Eleazar was Abraham’s faithful servant
(Genesis 15:2; 24:2) and his job was to do the
will of his master Abraham. Job, Abraham,
Moses, Joshua, Caleb, Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Zechariah and others who were Old Testament
devotees were God’s

Trinitarianism is not common in epistle
salutations. But in the epistle of Peter and when
John writes to the churches in Asia, the vision
of the Trinity is seen in the salutations (1 Peter
1:1-2, Revelation 1:4-5). James, who introduces
himself as a servant of God and Christ, does
not introduce himself as a servant of the Church.
His service in the church was based on self-
accepted servitude commissioned by the Holy
Spirit. In the New Testament view, the servant
of God is the servant of Christ. One servitude
forces the acceptance of another servitude. In
the New Testament, only James is called the
servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.
When he is the brother of the Lord, why does
he call himself a “servant” without introducing
himself as a brother? The physical relationship
is the position of the Lord’s brother. But, the
position of “servant” is a

servants (Job 1:8; Isaiah /-

.\ spiritual relationship.

20:3; Jeremiah 7:25;
Zechariah 1:6, Revelation
9:27, 1 Kings 8:53,
Joshua 24:29).

There was forced
slavery and voluntary
slavery among the Jews
(Exodus 21:1-6). The
hallmark of a servant is

James is the servant of God
and the Lord Jesus. James, who
was a Jew, sees nothing wrong
with placing Christ next to God.

Moreover, he sees God and
Christ as two persons. Here God

is not described as the Father
nor is Christ as the Son

Here, the spiritual
relationship is
established over the
physical relationship and
is given more
importance, and also
shows his humility.
Jesus himself is an
example of this type of

complete  humility,

servitude.

submission, and

obedience. Voluntary slaves were identified
among the Jews by the practice of ear piercing.
When David sang, “You have pierced my ears”
(Psalms 40:6), David was admitting that he was
a willing slave to God. In a prophetic sense,
Jesus Christ was also God’s self-dedicated
servant (Acts 3:13). James, on the other hand,
while the brother of Jesus, was also a devoted
servant of Jesus Christ.

James is the servant of God and the Lord
Jesus. James, who was a Jew, sees nothing
wrong with placing Christ next to God. Moreovet
he sees God and Christ as two persons. Here
God is not described as the Father nor is Christ
as the Son. Paul and John describe God as
the Father and Jesus Christ as the Son in the
salutation verses (Romans 1:12, 1 John 1:14,
2John 1-2).

God is addressed as Father in almost all
the salutations of the Epistles. We do not find
the trinity vision in the salutation. James even
left out the person of the Holy Spirit when he
introduced himself and found it unproblematic.

While introducing
himself as a servant, Jesus is given due respect
as Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus is the Savior, Christ
is the Anointed, and the Lord is the Author.
Jesus is the anointed Savior who rules. James
gave glory to Jesus and took no glory for himself.

James is addressing the twelve tribes that
are scattered. Diaspora is a technical term used
in Greek for the dispersed. The twelve scattered
tribes are explained in the introduction. They
are Judeo-Christians who include Jews. The
word diaspora refers to Jews outside the borders
of Israel. There were ninety million Romans in
the Roman Empire at that time. Seven million
of them were dispersed Jews. They migrated in
masses to places like Rome, Alexandria,
Cyprus, major cities in Asia Minor, and Greece.
Historian Josephus has written that there were
no places that Jewish culture did not reach.
The Epistle of James focuses on the Judeo-
Christians, but at that time they did not have a
separate identity apart from the Jews. They and
others saw themselves then as part of the
Jewish religion. [ |

Eleazar was
Abraham’s
faithful servant
(Genesis 15:2;
24:2) and his job
was to do the
will of his master
Abraham. Job,
Abraham,
Moses, Joshua,
Caleb, Isaiah,
Jeremiah,
Zechariah and
others who were
Old Testament
devotees were
God'’s servants
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Jesus Christ's Promise:
Holy Spirit, the Comforter

"And | will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He

may abide with you forever" (John 14:16)

"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you shall be withesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and

Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8)

Lord Jesus Christ knew that His
folowers would become orphans when
He leaves and He promised to send
a helper, guide, comforter to be with
them forever (John 14:16)..He knew
they need power to overcome
problems, temptations, demonic
powers, persecutions and to lead a
victorious holy life. Before ascension
He promised to send the Holy Spirit
upon them to be clothed wih power
from High (Luke 24:49). He promised
they shall receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes upon them (Acts 1:8). He
explained they shall be baptized with
the Holy Spirit (Acts 1;5). Baptism
means. we should be fully immersed
in the Holy Spirit as we do in water
baptism. Baptized person would be
under the Holy Spirit and he can not
be visible. We shoul be guided by the
Holy Spirit to reflect Jesus Christ in
our lives. Our aim in life would be not
we but Christ in us. Christ told very
clearly that when the Holy Spirit comes
upon us we will receive power. Our
Master knew we are like lambs among
wolves and we need power for
existence. Power is source of life and
people are interested in political power,
orgzniational power, brain power,
muscle power, money power, atomic
power, etc. But we need Spiritual power
to fight against flesh, world and Satan.
We need not fight but only follow our
Lord and Holy Spirit fights for us. God’s
power can overcome all powers on
earth. When a person is filled with

power of the Holy Spirit he becomes
witness of Jesus Christ (Acts 1:8) and
exercise fruit of the Holy S pirit
(Galatians 5;22,23). Jesus Christ was
anointed with the Holy Spirit and wih
power (Acts 10:38). We use the term
anointing to mean Spirit is being
poured upon the believers that they get

4 N

In Old Testament the
glory of God filled the
house of God whereas in
New Testament the
tarrying and praying
people were filled wih the
Holy Spirit. They began to
speak with other tongues
and the tongues have not
yet ceased.

. J

filled and begin to overflow to set them
apart for a partiular ministry as Kings
and priests were anointed in Old
Tesatament. For believers our Lord
used the terms: “baptised with the Holy
Spirit” and "Holy Spirit comes upon
them®, giving them power to control
persons and events. Power is related
to position. Power is source of life.
We need the power of prayer to get
filled wih the power of Holy Spirit. Lord
told His disciples to tarry for the Holy
Spiirit (Acts 1;4) and they obeyed.

Pastor
John Mathew
Bangalore

With one mind they devoted
themselves to prayer (Acts 1;14).
Prayer has great spiritual power
enabling communication with our God.

We see when 120 Priests praised
God the glory of the Lord filled the
house of God (2 Chronicles 5:12-
14).0n the day of Pentecost 120
disciples were all together in the upper
room, with faith and nothing else, in
one accord in prayer. They were filled
with the Holy Spirit and begaan to
speak with other tongues (Acts 1:15,
2:4). In Old Testament the glory of God
filled the house of God whereas in New
Testament the tarrying and praying
people were filled wih the Holy Spirit.
They began to speak with other
tongues and the tongues have not yet
ceased.

When they were filled with the Holy
Spirit the results were obvious:

1. There was unity and love, Peter
stood with the Apostles (Acts 2:1,
8:14). No egoism or superiority
complex. Christianity became
relationship! Jesus Christ became
paradigm for them

2. The theme of the messages
focused on the Crucified and Risen
Christ (Acts 2:22-24, 10:30), There is
no Gospel without Christ.

3. They gained boldness Peter who
once denied Christ became a
courageous witness (Acts 2:32, 4:3).
With confidence Peter healed the lame
man (Acts 3:1-10). When they were
filled with the power of the Holy Spirit
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they performed miracles and healed
the sick, demonstrating that the Lord
is living. We have mansions and big
buildings, silver and gold but have lost
power of the Holy Spirit to tell the lame
to stand We can not serve God and
Mammon simultaneously.

4. The persons who had greed for
money and unfaithful in money matters
were punished with death (Acts 5;1-
11). The best tool that Satan is using
against Christian leaders and believers
is money. (1 Timothy 6:7-10). Some
prosperity preachers misquote
Ephesians 3:20 to make people
believe that they will get whatever they
think, dream and ask. Remember
devil only promises riches of the world
(Matthew 4:8). We must pray God to
answer according to His will as our Lord
prayed. If we insist God to answer
according to our will the result would
be tragedy and far reaching calamities
as happened to King Hezekiah. A
person who is filled with the power of
the Holy Spirit has full confidence his
prayer according to the will of God will
be answered . | remember an incident
that happened when | was a young boy
when Pastor AR T Athisayam came
our home and spent one day with us.
Next morning | took him out and when
we reached main road he realized he
lost his glasses. He stood on the road
side and made a brief prayer: “Lord |

lost my glasses | cannot read Bible
without them and | have no money to
buy another pair. Thanks for having
answered my prayer". After prayer, he
confidently told me: “Mon, | did not lose
my glasses and nothing happens
without the knowledge of my Lord". His
dependence on God for every situation,
small or big opened my eyes to what

4 )

Stephen did not see the
people who were
gnashing teeth at him and
pelting stones but he was
looking at the face of his
Lord. When we are filled
with power of the Holy
Spirit we proclaim Gospel
through life and lips.

- J

pure trust and faith in action is for a
person filled with Holy Spirit.

5. When Stephen was full of the
Holy Spirit he gazed intently into
heaven and saw the glory of God (Acts
7:55). Stephen did not see the people
who were gnashing teeth at him and
pelting stones but he was looking at
the face of his Lord. When we are filled

with power of the Holy S pirit we
proclaim Gospel through life and lips.
Some people may occupy prominent
places in the church and in society.
They may preach efficiently and do
many things effectively and get many
followers and mega churches but if they
have no power of the Holy Spirit, they
have no place for Christ in their hearts
and no fruit of the Holy Spirit in their
lives and eventually our Lord will say “|
do not know you”.

6. When we are filled with the
power of Holy Spirit our worship will be
fully in the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). A
person drunk with liquor is intoxicated
and guided by the power of the liquor
as he loses his will power. Likewise
our worship should be guided by the
power of the Holy Spirit. 4) When we
are filed with the power of Holy Spirit,
we love others (1John 4:7,8) and we
have the power of faith (Mark 4:8).

Holy Spirit aligns believers with the
will of God empowering them to
overcome challenges. That is why our
Lord sent us Holy Spirit as He knows
without the power of the Holy Spirit we
cannot lead victorious and fruitful
Christian life.

The need of the hour is that all
believers should be filled with the power
of the Holy Spirit. If not, the future of
our church and our generation is in
danger 5

Quotes on 'Holy Spirit'

“The Spirit-filled life is not a special, deluxe edition of Christianity. It is part and parcel
of the total plan of God for His people" - A. W. Tozer
"When we pray for the Spirit's help ... we will simply fall down at the Lord's feet in our
weakness. There we will find the victory and power that comes from His love"

- Andrew Murray

“Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you?"
- 1 Corinthians 3:16
“Those in whom the Spirit comes to live are God's new Temple. They are, individually
and corporately, places where heaven and earth meet” - N.T. Wright
“When you strip it of everything else, Pentecost stands for power and life. That's what
came into the church when the Holy Spirit came down on the day of Pentecost”
- David Wilkerson
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Children's

Bible
says:
“Ask and it
will  be
given to
you; seek
and you
will find;
knock and the door will be opened”
(Mathew 7:7). This verse reassures and
promises us that God answers our
prayers. Many times in our lives we have
prayed and God has answered our
prayers instantly! We see Elijah on Mount
Carmel crying out to God and God sent
fire immediately. Moses in front of the Red
Sea cried out to God and God divided
the sea instantly. It reminds us about the
vending machine. When we put money
into the machine and tap in the code of
the item our favourite bag of chips or juice
comes out. We get instant reply.

However there are also instances in
our lives when we have prayed and
prayed but we do not get any instant
answer from God. Why does that
happen? Let us take a look at the vending
machine example. Sometimes the
machine does not have our favourite food
or drink. So no matter how hard you
press and kick the machine, it will not
give us our favourite drink because it is
not in the machine. God has a plan for
all our lives and sometimes what we
prayed for was not God’s plan for us and
so we do not receive what we prayed for.
1 John 5:14-15 says, "This is the
confidence we have in approaching God:
that if we ask anything according to his
will, he hears us".

Again looking at the vending machine
it sometimes happens even though we
put the money into the machine
something different comes out. That is a
faulty machine! Similarly, when we pray,
for a specific intervention we see

"Let the little children
come to me and do not
hinder them"

God answers prayer in His perfect time

and in His perfect way!

4 )

Juby Anoop, UK

\C _/

something entirely different happening.
Does that mean God has not understood
our prayers? For example, we pray for
admission in a specific institution for
education, but however, we get
admission in a different place. Why does
God give an answer different from what
we asked for?

The story below will answer the
question. During World War Il, a US
soldier was separated from his unit on a
Pacific Island. The fighting had been
intense, and in the smoke and cross fire
the soldier had lost touch with his
comrades. He was alone in the jungle,
and could hear enemy soldiers coming
in his direction. He hid himself in one of
the caves. Although safe for the moment,
he realized that the enemy soldiers
would quickly search all the caves and
he would be killed. As he waited, he
prayed, “Lord, if it be your will, please
protect me. | love you and trust you.
Amen”. After praying, he lay quietly
listening to the noise of the enemy. Then
he noticed a spider beginning to build a
web over the front of his cave. As he
watched, listening to the enemy
searching for him all the while, the spider
layered strand after strand of web across
the opening of the cave. Ha, he thought.

“What | need is a brick wall and
what the Lord has sent me is a
spider web. God doesn’t
understand my needs!” As the
enemy drew closer he watched
from the darkness of his hideout
and could see them searching
one cave after another. As they came to
his, he got ready to make his last stand.
To his amazement, however, after
glancing in the direction of his cave, they
moved on. Suddenly, he realized that with
the spider web over the entrance, his
cave looked as if no one had entered it
for quite a while. “Lord, forgive me,”

prayed the young man. “l had forgotten
that for you a spider's web is stronger
than a brick wall”. Moral: With God, a
mere spider's web can become a brick
wall of protection. Sometimes God works
in the most surprising ways in our lives.
God’s ways are always best for us. “As
the heavens are higher than the earth so
are my ways higher than your ways and
my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah
55:9). God is not a faulty vending

machine!

God sees the bigger picture of our
lives. Our time on earth is meant to
prepare us for eternity. God cares about
our physical needs, but He is infinitely
more concerned about our spiritual
needs and growth. This is where
knowing God’s character and knowing
His promises are so important. When
we have faith and trust in Him, then we
can rest knowing that He hears our
prayers, sees our needs and He is
faithful to answer according to His will,
which is always the best.

So if you are praying for something
and you have got a completely different
answer to your prayer then please
remember God will answer our prayers
in His own perfect time and in His own
perfect way. @

= 0ODS=00

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord.
“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways,
And My thoughts than your thoughts" (Isaiah 55:8,9)

July 2023

12

Suvartha



( Pat Robertson Passes Away at 93! )

Pat Robertson who
passed away at age 93 was
an American media mogul,
religious  broadcaster,
political commentator,
presidential candidate, and
Southern Baptist minister.
He had a conservative
Christian ideology and
served as head of Regent
University and the Christian
Broadcasting  Network
(CBN). Robertson was also
a best-selling author and
the host of The 700 Club, a
Christian News and TV
program broadcast live on weekdays
from CBN studios. His career spanned
over five decades, and was the founder
of several organizations, including CBN,
Regent University, Operation Blessing
International Relief and Development
Corporation, the International Family
Entertainment Inc. and the American
Center for Law & Justice (ACLJ).

Robertson attended The Biblical
Seminary in New York, where he received
a Master of Divinity degree in 1959. He
was ordained as a minister of the
Southern Baptist Convention in 1961.

The Evangelical Christian
community has lost a staunch leader who
stood and soke strongly for Biblical
values!

Christian Student Movement
in the UK

A student cell church movement has
been holding prayer and worship events
called “Ignition Nights” over the last few
months in cities across the UK. The
movement, Fusion, equips students and
serves local churches. Roscoe Crawley,
Student Mission Developer for Fusion,
said: “Our dream was that, in the context
of worship and seeking the presence of
God, students would be ignited with a
passion to share the Gospel with their
friends at University”. Some locals from
an older generation mentioned that they
had been praying for an event like this
for the last 20 years. Similar stories were
heard in different cities where someone
said they had been praying for an event
that would gather students across a city
to pray for God to move among students.

Let us pray that the movement may
result in a revival in that country where
church membership is alarmingly
declining!

Persecution of
Christians!

The Anglican Church of Pakistan’s
Moderator, Azad Marshall told Morning
Star News that they have been protesting
against the blatant misuse of the
‘blasphemy laws’ in Pakistan to
persecute Christians on false
accusations. The existing blasphemy
laws have encouraged religious
persecution for decades. In a recent
case as reported, a woman, a Catholic
widow, was terrified after a Muslim
colleague threatened to file a false
blasphemy charge because she refused
his demand to commit wrongdoing in

their work She, a security official with
Pakistan’s Civil Aviation Authority, was
asked by a muslim colleague to allow
an unauthorized vehicle into the parking
area of the cargo terminal at Karachi’s
Jinnah International Airport. “The
colleague threatened to accuse me of
blasphemy when | refused to surrender
to his illegal demand,” she told Morning
Star News. “He said he would call clerics
and cut me up”.

Armed muslim herdsmen have been
attacking Christian communities in
different areas in Nigeria. “Ikobi village,
a Christian community, is currently under
attack by Fulani herdsmen,” Ojo, a
resident said. “Several houses have
been razed, while more than six
Christians have been killed by the
attackers. Edward Lucky, another
resident, said: “Christian villages in Apa
area are under attack. Many Christians
have been displaced by the armed
herdsmen. These attacks have forced
Christians to abandon their farms. There
has been no government intervention in
order to stem these attacks”.

Persecution of Christians is
increasing in many countries. Let us
continue to pray for the persecuted
church.

Astronaut Victor Glover Is a Man
of Faith

Victor Glover, the pilot of NASA’s
historic return to the moon is one of four
astronauts that NASA said would
comprise the Artemis Il crew that will
travel to the moon and back on a 10-day
mission — the world’s first mission to the
moon since the Apollo program ended
some five decades ago. It is scheduled
to be launched in August 2024. The
Artemis Il crew will circle the moon and
return to Earth.

Earlier Glover served as flight
engineer on the International Space
Station for 168 days. He is a Christian
who took a Bible and communion cups
to the Space Station. He watched virtual
services of his church back home and
took communion every week.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday school has been a pivotal
part of the burgeoning of the churches of
the Indian Pentecostal Church of God. It
has been the foundation of the Christian
upbringing of children in the Churches of
Maharashtra. The concept of Sunday
school, which involves the biblical
upbringing of children on Sunday
mornings, has been around for centuries,
and its importance in shaping the faith of
children cannot be overstated.The Bible
emphasizes the importance of training
children in the ways of the Lord, and
Sunday school provides an excellent
avenue to achieve this objective.
Proverbs 22:6 states, "Train up a child in
the way he should go, and when he is old,
he will not depart from it." This verse
highlights the importance of starting
biblical training from a young age, and
Sunday school provides an excellent
platform to achieve this.

Election of new board members:

The Annual General Body of Sunday
School, IPC Maharashtra state was held
on the 26th of January 2023 at Panvel.
The general body has elected 15-
member board for the furthering of His
Majesty’s kingdom among the children of
Maharashtra for the years 2023 to 2025.

Bro. V.C. Justin was elected as the
Director of the Sunday School board and
to support him in his governance the
following executives were elected: Bro.
Danny George as Associate Director, Br.
Saji Mathew as Secretary, Bro. Joel John
as Jt. Secretary, Bro. Moncy P. George as
Treasurer, and Bro. Shaji George as
controller of examination. The following
board members were also selected:
Pastor Babuji Samuel, Pastor K.J Shaji,
Pastor Joji M. Varghese, Pastor Amit
Gurnani, Bro. Abby Joseph, Sis. Elsi
Saimon, Bro. Thomas Daniel, Bro. Shiju
Thomas, amd Sis. Deepti Tony.

We believe that these individuals will
be a great asset to our Sunday school
program and will help us to continue to
grow and nurture our young ones in
Christ. We encourage you to support
themin prayer for their faithful efforts.

Translation of Sunday School Text
book.

The new board has the vision to
translate the textbooks to the regional
language of Maharashtra i.e Marathi. The
Sunday School Board has ardently
advocated the utilization of the vernacular
tongue of the community in propagating
and nurturing God's Kingdom among the

Bro. V.C. Justin,
Sunay School Director, IPC Maharashtra

children. In consonance with this mission,
God has graciously enabled the
preceding board to translate the initial
seven standards from Nursery-1 to Class
5th into Hindi. Those who require
bilingual literature in Hindi and English
are cordially invited to reach out to Bro.
Moncy George (9930699401).

Special Prayer Meeting

The IPC Sunday School's Association
of Maharashtra is all set to commence its
new term of activities with a special
prayer meeting on Sunday, 16 April 2023,
at 04:30 PM. The event, which will mark
the beginning of a prayerful journey, will
witness the presence of Dr. Aby P
Matthew from Bihar as the guest speaker.
The inauguration will be carried out by
Pastor P. M. Cherian, President of the IPC
Maharashtra State Council, at the
physical venue of the IPC Prayer Hall,
situated at 107, Great Eastern Galleria,
Sector-2, Nerul, Navi Mumbai.

Yansh Rupesh Patil

Baﬁy Moses in the basket in river Nile

Mgggéfnc[ the burning bush

S

~ Saloni Rupesh Patil

_Saldni Rupesh Patil
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What more would you like to

see on the pages. Share your
experience with us we would
love to hear from you.

MATRIMONY

WANTED BRIDEGROOM

Christian Pentecostal Parents Settled in Navi Mumbai.
Proposal for their Born Again Daughter Age 27
(22/0611994) 158 cm, Completed her MBA Finance,
Currently She is working in Mumbai in a Finance Company.
Seeking for Alliance From Parents of Eligible
Malayali Pentecostal Boy, Spiritual and Post Graduate,
Preferably Raised Outside Kerala and working in
Abroad or Interested to Migrate in
UK, Canada, Australia, Ireland or any other Western Countries

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT:
Mobile & Whatsapp: +91 9821236319 / Mobile: +91 9969072119

varghese20763@gmail.com
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IMPROVE YOUR
PASTORAL MINISTRY

Inviting applications from eligible
candidates for the course

MASTERS IN
PASTORAL MINISTRY (Online Course)

FEATURES : REQUIREMENTS :

* Duration : 2 Years + Candidate should have a

* Program : Online (zoom) minimum B.Th Degree.

* Day & Time : Monday 6.30 pm to 9.30 pm * Those who are interested /
* Medium : English & Hindi doing Pastoral Ministry

» Affordable Fees

f SUBJECTS A
1. Pastoral leadership and mentoring 11. Care Cells and Branch Churches
2. Hermeneutics 12. Public worship
3. Preaching skills 13. Sunday school- operation and development
4. Counseling skills 14. Youth ministry- challenges and possibilities
5. Church Administration 15. Modern Heresies
6. Developing Communication skills 16. Indian Constitution
7. Pastoral Theology 17. How to handle conflict resolution and moral issues
8. Church Planting and Church Growth 18. Church finance
9. Christian Ethics and modern culture 19. Pastoral Discipline and Pulpit Manners
10. Fundamental Doctrines 20. Pastor & Family
- J

For More Details :

9019 220 777 | 9022 580 550
pastorjomon@gmail.com

AGAPE BIBLE INSTITUTE

Mumbai | Pune | Nashik | Rajahumundry | Koraput

H.O.: Santacruz, Mumbai

July 2023 20 Suvartha
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MATRIMONIAL

Invite marriage proposals for their
baptized, daughter, Ashuta Gajanan
Manvatkar, Age 22 yrs., Height - 5. 00
ft, belongs to Hindu background,
saved and baptized and born and
brought up in Ghatkopar Mumbai,
Qualification: 12th. Doing job in
Private sector.

Contact :
+91 8291174631, +969 9812372

MATRIMONIAL

Invite marriage proposals for their
baptized, daughter, Nazima
Mohammad Sayyed, Ramabai Colony
Ghatkopar. DOB  :12/07/1989,
Education qualifications : Bachelor of
Arts, Church name: Indian
Pentecostal Church Ghatkopar.
Pastor Name: Thomas M. M., Baptism
10 year Church : Ghatkopar
Ramabhai Colony.

Contact No.: 9004583417

MATRIMONIAL

Invite marriage proposals for their
baptized, daughter, Ruchita Devendra
Borge Ramabai Colony, Ghatkopar
(East), Mumbai, DOB: 5th July, 1996,
Height: 5 Ft, Graduated in Bachelor in
Accounting and Finance, Executive
MBA in Finance. Working in a private
sector, Salary: 60k Church Name : IPC
(Bethel Gospel Mission, Ghatkopar)

Contact No.: 9004583417
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Nandurbar

Bhandara Gondia

IPC MAHARASHTRA STATE

Pray

FOR
» 409 Churches
®» 409 Pastors
®» 370 Qutstations
» 152 Prayer Cells
» 42 House churches
» Upcoming Church buildings and parsonages
» Hebron Bible College
» Suvartha Publications
®» Tracts & Literature Ministry
» 28 Primary Schools and Balwadies in the Villages

PRAY FOR
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Bro. Varghese Kollakompil
Mission Director, IPC Maharahtra

July 2023
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s of Solapur dist with mission team

Sunday Worship of Amaravati Cify Church
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Pastors of Amaravati & Parathwada Disctrict
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Church building work in Progress at Parathwda
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Churéh building under construction af Navapur _
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