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King David
declares his love
and reverence for
the power of God

and His grace even
when he himself is
occupying a
powerful position in
society. The same
attitude should be
our attitude, too,
as we gather for
worship in the

Lord’s holy

presence. |l am
afraid, this attitude
of reverence is
missing especially
among Pentecostal
believers

Johnson
K. Samuel

Godliness is
often described as
fear of God (Ref:
“The fear of the
Lord is the
beginning of wisdom and knowledge of the Holy
One is understanding” - Proverbs 9:10). It is
not simply being afraid of God, but it is reverence
and respect for God’s power, holiness, and
authority. It makes us humble as we recognize
our place in creation and our dependence on
God’s grace. We become genuinely willing to
follow God'’s will, not out of fear of punishment,
but out of love and respect.

In the psalm quoted above (Psalm 12:1),
King David is crying out to God for help as he
looks around and realizes that godliness has
become a rare commodity. He finds that fear of
God is missing among worshippers gathering
in the temple. So he declares unambiguously
in another psalm: “But as for me, | will come
into Your house in the multitude of Your mercy;
In fear of You I will worship toward Your holy
temple” (Psalm 5:7). Note his determination in
his words, “But as for me”. The king declares
his love and reverence for the power of God and
His grace even when he himself is occupying a
powerful position in society.

The attitude of King David should be our
attitude, too, as we gather for worship in the
Lord’s holy presence. | am afraid, this attitude
of reverence for the presence of God is missing
especially among Pentecostal believers. Our
church halls do not feature any awe inspiring
architecture, colorful curtains, images of saints
or special priestly garments which can instill
any kind of fear or reverence in the minds of
worshippers in comparison with the sanctuaries
of main line denominational churches. We have
to conscientiously believe in the Lord’s promise
that He is present when we gather together in
His Name. That should instill awe and reverence
in our hearts for presence of the Lord of lords
and the King of kings in our midst. Then we will
be utmost careful in our thinking, our words and
our actions irrespective of whether it is a worship
service or a business meeting.

Fear of God

And Faithfulness in Life

“Help, O Lord, for the godly are fast disappearing!
The faithful have vanished from the earth!” (Psalm 12:1)

The other attribute that the Psalmist finds
disappearing is faithfulness in the lives of
people. Godliness and faithfulness in life are
deeply intertwined themes. Faithfulness involves
loyalty, trustworthiness and commitment to
God, to others and to one’s own responsibilities.
Faithfulness is the ongoing expression of
Godliness in daily actions. In the spiritual
context, it means remaining loyal to God’s
commands, living truthfully to our Christian
beliefs and values even in difficult circumstancs
and being consistent in our prayer life and
meditation of scriptures.

In the general context, faithfulness is
demonstrated as being truthful in words and
actions. Others should find us as trustworthy.
There should not be a speck of deception in
our words. Our words and actions should
match. We must keep our promises and honor
our commitments.

Another aspect of faithfulness is shown in
our stewardship. We have to recognize our role
as stewards of the resources that our Lord has
entrusted us. We are the stewards of our wealth,
our time and our talents. We are accountable
to God for these resources in our possession.
In the parable of 'The talents', the master tells
the servant who used his talents well:
‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you
were faithful over a few things, | will make you
ruler over many things” (Matthew 25:21). This
is what the Lord expects from us — to be His
faithful stewards. To quote Apostle Paul:
“Moreover it is required in stewards that one be
found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2).

Our faithfulness will be evident in our places
of work, too. Others should see us working
diligently and ethically. Apostle Paul has this
advice to workers how to serve their masters:
“-- in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; not with
eye service, as men-pleasers, but as
bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God
from the heart, ---- as to the Lord, and not to
men" (Ephesians 6:5-8).

In conclusion: let us walk in the fear of the
Lord - in awe and reverance and be faithful in
small things and large, in public and private.
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Forgiving Love:
The attitude of Jesus Christ
"When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there,
along with the criminals - one on his right, the other on his left. ‘ '
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”

(Luke 23:33,34) Rev. Dr. Wilson

- Varkey Ph.D.

Houston
God created man with emotions and aunique  we should not have harbored such feelings.
ability to react to situations. A man’s maturity = Soon we get angry again! It appears that anger W,

can be measured by his capacity to control his
emotions. Anger is an emotion which can
suddenly erupt in a person. It may begin as a
small drop of rain water. Some people become
angry with little or no particular reason.
Disappointments or uncertainties in life can
generate anger in people. Our anger shows up
while driving if another car overtakes us in great
speed. We get angry if someone talks in a way
that we do not like. We may get angry if children
uncontrollably cry or laugh! We get annoyed if
our food is not properly cooked! In other words,
anger can come for any

has enslaved human beings!

We hear of many prescriptions being put
forward by experts to prevent angry feelings.
Several procedures are advised in some
countries to escape from anger. They may be
all good in some ways. But | consider the best
solution to the problem is to follow the words of
Jesus Christ on the cross.

Let us have a close look at the cross. Jesus
is hanging helplessly on the cross with intense
pain. Even in that helpless condition, let us listen
to the words coming out of His dried up lips.
Jesus is not uttering any

or no reason! It may

—\ words of curse on anyone

begin as a rain drop, but Generally, when anger swells but praying for His
develop into a uncontrollably inside people, enemies. He prays:
devastating flood. they cease to be human beings. “Father, forgive them,
Generally, when On such occasions, they appear to for they do not know what
anger swells have characteristics of devil. They will they are doing” (Luke
uncontrollably inside | have no hesitation to destroy things or | 24:34).
people, they cease to be behave roughly and explode if they Jesus was not viewing
human beings. On such encounter anyone in their way. the Roman soldiers as

occasions, they appear \C

=/ cruel and heartless

to have characteristics of
devil to a certain extent. They will have no
hesitation to destroy things or behave roughly
and explode if they encounter anyone in their
way. Anger is certainly a dangerous emotion.
Truly, it is good to ponder whether any
problem has ever been solved by getting angry!
Has anyone received comfort from anger? Has
anger helped anyone in any situation? It is not
all advisable for anybody to be confined to a
self-generated prison of angry feelings towards
others. Human beings should never be confined
to such a situation in their lives. It is a fact that
we know this truth, but still get angry. And we
suffer the consequences. Then we regret that

killers, but as slaves of
the dark satanic kingdom. They were a group
of people who did not know what they should
be doing. Neither Judas nor the Jewish religious
hierarchy nor Governor Pilate nor the Roman
soldiers knew that they were crucifying the
glorious Christ. That was why Jesus prayed to
Father God for their forgiveness.

According to the Old Testament tradition, a
person committing a sin even unknowingly was
considered guilty of that sin and subject to
suitable punishment (Leviticus 5:14-19,
Numbers 15:22-25). Ignorance could not be a
reason for justification. But now God has given
us His Word and the Holy Spirit to remove our

Extract from the book, "CROSS" by Dr. Wilson Varkey, Translated & printed with permission.

We hear of many
prescriptions
being put forward
by experts to
preventangry
feelings. Several
procedures are
advised in some
countries to
escape from
anger. They may
be all good in
some ways. But |
consider the best
solution to the
problem is to
follow the words
of Jesus Christ
on the cross.
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Can we react
like this in such
a situation?
Can we set
aside our anger
and show love
and kindness
to people
around us?
Then revolutio-
nary changes
will happen in
our society.

Let this be

our attitude in
our dealings
with others.

ignorance and to lead us in all truth. Even then
many are living in ignorance. That small prayer
that Jesus uttered on the cross is enough to
display the glory of His love and forgiveness
towards mankind!

Can ignorance be truly a way of escape from
punishment? Is ignorance the reason for the
problems prevailing in our society? Is ignorance
the reason for the fights among people? Apostle
Paul once expressed his helplessness thus: “/
do not understand what |

hatred has not ever reformed anyone. It has only
created more problems. Jesus was trying light
a small candle to expel the prevailing darkness
of ignorance in mankind. Love and forgiveness
can produce significant transformation in

people’s lives.

Let us review the situation: Jesus is suffering
immeasurable pain on the cross. He is hanging
on nails pierced through His hands. He cannot
touch and heal any sick person with His hands.

His legs are also pierced

do". That statement is
not a substitute for
justification, but is the
right answer explaining
the reason for the cruelty
and hatred among
people. Truly it is just
ignorance that makes us
feel angry, leading us to

The persecution that Jesus had
to undergo for no reason, could
make Him justifiably angry with
the crowd surrounding Him. But

His approach was totally different
and generous. He knew that
nothing could be achieved by

getting angry.

with nails and bound to
the cross. He cannot
walk through the land
and spread love and
kindness. The crowd is
mocking Him at His
predicament. His
disciples and friends have
all deserted Him. Peter

cruel behavior.

The persecution that
Jesus had to undergo for no reason, could make
Him justifiably angry with the crowd surrounding
Him. But His approach was totally different and
generous. He knew that nothing could be
achieved by getting angry. He was fully aware
that the world could not be reformed by showing
anger. But a transformation could be achieved
through patience, kindness and love. Society
can be reformed through kindness. Unforgiving

has denied Him. Even
God has turned His face
and forsaken Him. Even then Jesus prayed:
“Father, forgive them as they know not what
they are doing”!

Can we react like this in such a situation?
Can we set aside our anger and show love and
kindness to people around us? Then
revolutionary changes will happen in our society
Let this be our attitude in our dealings with
others. u

(

\

"Forgiveness"

"Forgiveness does not change the past but it does enlarge the future"
- Paul Lewis Boese

"As | walked out the door toward the gate that would lead to my freedom, | knew if |
didn’t leave my bitterness and hatred behind, I'd still be in prison" - Nelson Mandela

"Forgiveness is not weak. It takes courage to face and overcome
powerful emotions" - Desmond Tutu

"Forgiveness does not mean ignoring what has been done or putting a false label
on an evil act. It means, rather, that the evil act no longer remains as a barrier
to the relationship. Forgiveness is a catalyst creating the atmosphere necessary
for a fresh start and a new beginning" - Martin Luther King Jr.

"“To err is human; to forgive, divine" - Alexander Pope

"The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is the attribute of the strong"
- Mahatma Gandhi

J
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GRATIS PRO DEO: (i
r" 1 i
FREE FOR THE SAKE OF GOD o
“Do you not know that those who minister the holy things eat of the A \ :
things of the temple, and those who serve at the altar partake of the '
offerings of the altar? Even so the Lord has commanded that those who Dr. Paulson
preach the gospel should live from the gospel" Pulikottil
(1 Corinthians 9:13-14) Pastor,
"Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him theologian
who teaches" (Galatians 6:6) and author.
" He has been
on the faculty
Commodification, is to monetise what of many Bible
branding and was otherwise colleges in
monetising are the available for free. India and
forces that drive the Monetising means broad
modern  world, generating revenue aproad.
especiall from an asset,

entrepreneurship.

Commodification
transforms goods,
services, ideas, or
even human
experiences into
commodities that
can be bought, sold,
or traded in a
mar k et
Commodification
often involves
assigning economic
value to things that were previously not
considered commercial products. For example,
entertainment is commodified as music and
video channels that must be subscribed.
Education is commodified and sold at
competitive prices (fees) depending on the
institution’s quality and reputation. Health care
is another commodity whose cost shoots past
ordinary people’s purchasing ability.

Once commodified, services and goods that
were once free must be branded to stand out
among competitors. Branding is the process of
creating a distinct identity for a business,
product, or individual in the minds of consumers.
It involves shaping how a brand is perceived
through its name, logo, design, messaging, and
overall customer experience.

The purpose of commodifying and branding

product, service, or
idea. It involves
turning something
into a source of
income, often
through  sales,
advertising, or other
financial strategies.

Commonplace in
secular life, these
concepts have also
invaded Christian
service. Preachers
brand themselves and their ministries to stand
out and be undeniably noticeable. Books and
music are copyrighted to be sold or subscribed
for a fee. In contrast to the age-old hymns that
were always in the public domain, modern
Christian songs are copyrighted and demand
royalty even for use in worship. Composers and
performers insist on displaying their logo,
copyright information, and website URL on the
screen when these songs are projected in a
worship session. Christian service is monetised
and has become a means of making money.

We should not ignore the expenses that
Christian preachers, authors, songwriters,
composers, gospel bands, and video makers
incur to provide their services. They get nothing
free!

But this flies in the face of the core Christian

Preachers brand
themselves and
their ministries to
stand out and be
undeniably
noticeable.
Books and music
are copyrighted
to be sold or
subscribed for a
fee. In contrast to
the age-old
hymns that were
always in the
public domain,
modern Christian
songs are
copyrighted and
demand royalty
even for use in
worship.
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The Latin phrase
“gratis pro deo”
means “free for

God” or “for

God’s sake freely

given.” It conveys

the idea of doing
something out of
devotion without
expecting
payment or
material reward.
This has been
the foundational
principle of the

Christian service

of individuals and

institutions like
Christian
hospitals,
schools, and
other charitable
organisations.

value we had been cherishing, encapsulated in
the ancient Latin phrase “gratis pro deo.” This
phrase means “free for God” or “for God’s sake
freely given.” It conveys the idea of doing
something out of devotion without expecting
payment or material reward. This has been the
foundational principle of the Christian service of
individuals and institutions like Christian
hospitals, schools, and other charitable
organisations.

This Christian principle is rooted in Jesus’
charge to his disciples.

(Acts 20:33 - 35).

There are many questions. How do the
Christian workers support themselves? How
can they offer free service when they must pay
for whatever they produce? Is it wrong to pass
on the expenses to those who enjoy the benefit
of their service?

The Bible also exhorts believers to support
those who serve them. Paul wrote to the church
in Corinth, “In the same way, the Lord
commanded that those who proclaim the gospel

should get their living by

When he sent the (
apostles to “Heal the

)\ the gospel” (1 Corinthians

sick, raise the dead,
cleanse lepers, cast out
demons,” he added,
“Freely you have
received; freely give.”
This principle advocates
service without the

The Bible teaches that Christian
service in all forms must be free for
the sake of God. At the same time,

it also demands that those who

benefit from such services must
stand with those who serve them.

9:14). But he was not
demanding anything for
himself. He instructed the
churchesin Galatia, “Let
the one who is taught the
word share all good
things with the one who
teaches” (Galatians 6:6).

expectation of material k

) The Bible teaches

reward.
In the past, the apostles worked with their

hands to earn a living and preach the gospel.
Apostle Paul could defend himself before the
elders of the churches in Ephesus, pointing out
that he earned his living by doing manual work
to serve them. “I have not coveted anyone’s
silver or gold or clothing. You yourselves know
that these hands of mine have supplied my own
needs and the needs of my companions. In
everything I did, | showed you that by this kind
of hard work we must help the weak,
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself
said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive™

that Christian service in
all forms must be free for the sake of God. At
the same time, it also demands that those who
benefit from such services must stand with
those who serve them. This mutual trust is
essential, as is trusting God, as “God will supply
every need according to his riches in glory in
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). God will meet
the needs of all those who serve him if their
goal is to do everything as if to the Lord.

The goal of Christian service is not material
gain but the selfless act of serving others. This
is the true nobility of Christian service, a beacon
of hope in a needy world.

-

~

Quotes on "Christian Service" By Dr. Billy Graham

“Take your eyes and your ears and your hands and your feet and your thoughts
and your heart: Give them completely and unreservedly to Christ"
"May our gratitude find expression in our prayers and our service for others, and
in our commitment to live wholly for Christ"
"Be honest about your weaknesses and ask God to help you
overcome them so you can serve Christ more efficiently"
"Oh God, if You want me to serve You, | will. I'll be what You want me
to be. I'll go where You want me to go"
"God never calls a person [into His service] without equipping him.
| know that from experience"
“It’'s Jesus, by example, tells us that every true leader should be a helper,
a servant, or even a bondslave. This is a command, not a suggestion,
\_ and applies with special force to leaders" )
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Theme: Practical Life Instructions from
Book of James

Devotional: FOUR

.

Do NOT make ANY plans
Without GOD!

“Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a
city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit’; whereas you do not
know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that
appears for a little time and then vanishes away. Instead, you ought to say,
“If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that”. But now you boast in your
arrogance. All such boasting is evil" (James 4:13-16)

J

When we step into a new year, it is a
common trend to make ‘New Year Resolutions’
that will list our plans for the New Year. Usually
in churches, believers will get an occasion to
say their testimonies during the ‘Watch Night
Service’ on December 31st night, and barring
few exceptions, believers will publicly declare
what they plan to do during the New Year. All of
us have hopes, dreams, and plans, and the
Bible never discourages us from looking to the
future with bright expectation!

However, in the above passage Apostle
James specifically

should never boast about our short-range and
long-range plans without God in the equation.
Let us not forget the parable of the rich fool
(Luke 12:13—-21) who boasted about his future
business plans not knowing that he would die
that same night, and would see none of his
grandiose plans getting fulfilled. Let us never
boast about our future as we read in Proverbs
27:1 as follows: “Do not boast about tomorrow,
for you do not know what a day may bring forth.”
Our lives and our future are in God’s control.
His thoughts and ways are much higher than
our thoughts and ways

exhorts us that we
should not make any
plans apart from God and
boast about them. Since
we have absolutely no
control over our lives or
over the events that may

Let us not forget the parable of the
rich fool (Luke 12:13-21) who boasted
about his future business plans not
knowing that he would die that same
night, and would see none of his
grandiose plans getting fulfilled.

as God Himself tells us:
“For My thoughts are not
your thoughts, nor are
your ways My ways,”
says the Lord. “For as
the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are My

happen in our lives, we

ways higher than your

Dr. Shibu
Cherian
MS, MBA,
D.Min., Ph.D.
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Omitting God from
our future plans is
not merely bad
planning; it is sin.
We should only
make plans in
conscious
dependence on
God, recognizing
His sovereign
control over our
lives. Let all our
future plans be
only according to
God'’s will and
purposes. We can
be confident that
God has only good
thoughts and plans
about us and our
future!

ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts”
(Isaiah 55:8-9). So, even if we make any plans
for our future, let us ensure that they are written
using a chalk or pencil asking ourselves the
following question: “What if?” and let God have
the eraser!

Let us always remember that God should
be consulted in all our

live and do this or that”. Omitting God from our
future plans is not merely bad planning; it is
sin. We should only make plans in conscious
dependence on God, recognizing His sovereign
control over our lives. Let all our future plans be
only according to God’s will and purposes. We
can be confident that God has only good
thoughts and plans about

~\ usand our future!

plans, and they should [/~

be made according to
His will and based on His
Word. We should live
and speak in the
realization that our
destinies are in His
control. We should say,
“If the Lord wills, we shall

\_

Let us always remember that
God should be consulted in all our
plans, and they should be made
according to His will and based on
His Word. We should live and
speak in the realization that our
destinies are in His control.

J

“For | know the
thoughts that | think
toward you, says the
Lord, thoughts of peace
and not of evil, to give you
a future and a hope”
(Jeremiah 29:11).
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A New Series of
Bible Study

.

The Promised Kingdom
And the Royal Law

"Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of
the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? But
you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones
who are dragging you into court? Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the noble
name of him to whom you belong? If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love
your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right".(James 2:5-8)

v

In this passage which begins with
the usual address, “Dear brothers,”
there is a call to “listen.” It is with the
call “Listen” that the law of Israel
Shema begins (Deuteronomy 6:4-8).
Through this call their immediate
attention is called. Then four questions
are put before them, followed by the
royal law. The first of the four questions
reveals God’s treatment of the poor,
and the last three questions reveal the
treatment of the rich toward the poor,
and the extent of their contradictions
is made clear.

[ God and the Poor ]

Did not God choose the poor in the
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the
kingdom that he has promised to those
who love him? There is no
discrimination or favoritism in God’s
election. The rich behave with
arrogance towards the poor even in the

churches. There is no justification for
that. Paul understood that in God’s
election the rich are a minority, and
the poor are a majority. (1 Corinthians
1:26-29). The Lord has said that it is
easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of God. (Matthew
19:23).

The reason why the poor are the
majority in God’s election is not
because God loves the poor more than
the rich. It is not because God loved
them, but because those who
responded to God’s love with love
became poorer than the rich. God
impatrtiality is not only in election but
also in the purpose of election. The
rich and the poor are chosen for the
same purpose. James highlights two
purposes of election here:

1. To be rich in faith.

2. To be heirs of the kingdom of
God.

Jesus is talking about being rich
toward God. (Luke 12:21).

Jesus and James are saying the
same thing. Riches without faith and
riches without God are not long lasting.
The primary goal of electing the poor
is not to change their financial poverty;
it was to make them rich in faith. That
was the very purpose of Christ’s
incarnation.

“For you know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich,
yet for your sake he became poor, so
that you through his poverty might
become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). The
goal of Christ's apostles and fellow
workers was also for believers to
become rich in the Christian faith
(1 Corinthians 6:10). God has blessed
us with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places in Christ (Ephesians
1:3).

The Poor are equal to the Rich in
God's Choice
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God anointed Jesus Christ to
preach the gospel to the poor (Isaiah
61:1-3, Luke 4:18, Matthew 11:5), and
the first beatitude is about the poor:
"Blessed are you who are poor, for
yours is the kingdom of God" (Luke
6:20). None of the poor who
approached Christ were ignored or
insulted. The Gospels only mention
one person who came to Christ and
turned away dejected. And that one
was not a poor man, but a wealthy man.
Christ was not ignoring him; he was
ignoring Christ (Matthew 19:26; Mark
10:17-22, Luke 18:18-27). When
Hannah sang that "God raises the poor
from the dust and lifts the needy from
the ash heap", Mary, the mother of
Jesus, sang: “He has filled the hungry
with good things, and the rich he has
sent away empty” (1 Samuel 2:8; Luke
1:58). God does not show favoritism
to the poor. They have become rich in
faith along with the rich by God’s
election and heirs of the kingdom of
God.

{ To Those Who Love God }

The kingdom of God is promised
to those who love God. The poor are
not second-class citizens in the
kingdom of God; they are heirs of the
kingdom of God. Just as Israel was
heirs of the land of Canaan, the poor
are heirs of the kingdom of God. The
special thing about this kingdom is that
itis a promise to those who love God.
God has not excluded either the rich
or the poor from God’s election; but
we must respond to God'’s election in
a positive way to become heirs. Love
for God is the way to respond to God
spiritually. The choice must be on
God'’s part and love on man’s part. If
love for God does not come from man,
he himself is outside the kingdom of
God. God is not to blame for that. Not
only did God chose the poor without
partiality but the poor responded to God
with love positively. But the Jewish
Christians have dishonored the poor;
they have not made God their model.
In James’ view, God’s promise is to

those who love Him (1:12, 2:5). God’s
promises are to those who respond to
God with love.

The Rich’s Unfair Treatment
of the Poor

The next three questions reveal the
unfairness of the rich’s treatment of the
poor. Even though the Jewish
Christians treat the rich with respect,
the rich do not change their behavior
to the poor. They persecute the Jewish
Christians; they drag them to court.
Moreover, they slander the good name
that is called upon Christians. The Old
Testament prophets have raised their
voices against the ruthless approach
of the rich towards the poor (Isaiah
3:15; Amos 4:1). James here gives a
graph of the degree of hatred and
depravity of the rich towards the poor.
The rich persecute them directly; they
drag them to civil court. Moreover, as
if cruelty towards them was not
enough, the rich also slander them.

The word “called” is Epikalestai in
Greek. It is the reference of the
husband a wife carries, or the reference
of the father a son carries. Inthe Old
Testament, God’s name was used for
Israel and the temple of Israel (2
Chronicles 7:14, 6:20, 20:8). The name
Israel ends in “El.” In Semitic language,
“El” is a common word for God. The
name “Christians” was given by the
Gentiles to those who believed in Christ
and became disciples of Christ (Acts
11:26). The name, Christian, appears
three times in the New Testament
(Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16). In
Greek, it is Christianos. The names
Christos and lanos make up the
compound word Christianos. The Latin
word lanos was commonly used in the
Roman Empire. The word lanos is
added to any noun, meaning a slave
of the person known by that name. The
word lanos is added to Christ, meaning
a slave of Christ (The New International
Dictionary of the Bible, P. 210).

The good name that believers bear
as Christians is the name of Christ.
The rich persecuted Christians and

dragged them into the courts of justice.
Not only that, but they even blasphemed
the name of Christ. The name is not
just letters, but the whole person of
the name bearer. To those who

blaspheme the good name Christians
bear upon themselves, blaspheming
Christians is but a small thing in

comparison to blaspheming Christ.

[ The Royal Law }

If you fulfill the royal law according
to the Scripture, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself,”you are well. The
commandment to love your neighbor
as yourself is the summary of the law.
This verse from Leviticus 19:18 is
quoted by Christ six times (Matthew
5:43,7:12; 19:19; 22:37-40; Luke 6:31;
10:26-28). Jesus’ answer to a lawyer’s
question about which commandment
in the Law is the greatest is as follows:
“Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.” This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like
it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” All
the Law and the Prophets hang on
these two commandments.” (Matthew
22:37-40).

Love for God is a vertical love and
love for man is a horizontal love. They
are inseparable, like two sides of a
coin.

The commandment to love your
neighbor as yourself is God’s Word; it
is also a royal law. The law is described
as the perfect law (1:25) and law of
freedom (2:12), but here James calls
the law the royal law (2:8). Why is the
law to love your neighbor as yourself
called the royal law?

1) Itis a law given by the King of
Kings.

2) This law has the kingship of
laws.

3) The royal law is the law that the
subjects of the kingdom of God must
practice.

James advises Jewish Christians
to fulfill the royal law without showing
partiality to the poor. If they fulfill it, it
is good; if not, it is not good. °
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@ The unique Jesus Christ:

Jesus Christ and His Claims

When | started to study the claims
of Jesus Christ about Himself, | was
thrilled with the fact that He explicitly
proved He is God. His disciple John in
his gospel and Epistles (2 John 9)
explained greatness of God and Son
Jesus Christ. Apostle Paul also
stressed same truth in 1 Corinthians
8:4-6. Our heartfelt honour is due to
God, Jesus Christ and Holy Spirit.

Jesus said in John 8:58: "before
Abraham was, | AM”. It is similar to
the declaration of God “/ AM that | AM"
(Exodus 3:14) proving Jesus is God.
He said, He knows from where He has
come and where He is going (John
8:58, 7:28). No human can make such
a claim except Jesus. He challenged
His enemies whether any of them can
prove Him gulity of sin (John 8:46) and
none responded. No person born in this
world has the boldness to make such
a statement except Jesus, who is
sinless. He emphasised He came
from God (John 8:42).

Jesus said, He gives eternal life to
those who keep His word (John 8:5)
and streams of living water will flow
from within him (John 7:3-8). Only God
can give us eternal life to be with Him
and Jesus is God and gives us eternal
life (John 10:27,28,36-38). Jesus is the
bread of life from heaven and through
His atonement death we get eternal
life (John 6:35, 41,48). We do not get
eternal life by taking part in Lord’s
supper. Salvation is not by deeds but
by grace. He said He is resurrection
and life (John 11:25). Anyone who
beleives in Him and accepts Him as
Saviour will live forever as He caimed.
He said He is truth and life (John 14:6).

Jesus says, He knows our secrets
which means He knows our thoughts
(Revelation 2:23,3:1,2:18,19). God
answers our prayers made in the name
of Jesus Christ (John 15:7,16,16:23).

4 )
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He said in clear terms His words are
from God (John 15:7,8). He said God
sent Him (John 17:3) and we see God
through Jesus Christ (John 14:9). We
cannot do anything without Him (John
15:5). Jesus knows what we need
(Matthew 6:32).

Jesus is the light of the world - in
this dark world (John 8:12,9:5). Satan
is prince of darkness and he will not
stand in front of Jesus. Light makes
no sound but shines (Ephesians 4:17-
18). He is not sending fire on us!!

Jesus claimed, He is the door
(John 10:7,9), since the door prohibits
thieves (demonic powers) and protects
inmates. All enter heaven through the
door, Jesus. He claimed, He is good
shepherd (John 10:10). Sheep cannot
go straight without the help of a
shepherd. We also went astray like
sheep but are saved by the love of God
and grace of Jesus Christ. Holy Spirit
guides us now. Jesus as a good
shepherd saved us and is leading us
to eternity. He will appear as Chief
Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4) and give us
crown of glory. He is the Great
Shepherd (Hebrews 13:20) and equips
us with everything good for doing His
will. He loves sinners and backsliders
and brings them back as in the parable

of Prodigal son (Luke 15:4,5). Once
we were lost as He told Zacchaeus
(Luke 19:10)

He claimed, He is the true wine and
we are branches and as long as we
remain in Him we have life (John
15:3,7,11). He promised He will give
us peace (John 14:27). No human can
give us peace. Money, position and
luxuries in life will give temporary
peace. But a christain’s material
benefits are like straw only but spiritual
peace is permanent. If we have peace,
we have everything in life.

When Jesus started ministry He
foretold His death and resurrection
(John 2:18-20). Except Son of God,
none can predict his death and
resurrection. Moreover He claimed He
will come back to take His people
(John 14:3). Main gift is peace in this
world and eternal life after death. Jesus
stressed His kingdom is not of this
world (John 18:36). Many propherts
and preachers promise all kinds of
prosperity in this world and heaven
afterwards, if we follow Jesus. | wonder
whether those preachers studied
claims of Jesus and lives of His
disciples who became martyrs. Such
kind of modern preachers are telling
another gospel: life of rich man in this
world and Lazarus in heaven. Surely
Jesus promised He will give us what
we need. We have to deny everything
and follow Him taking our cross. To die
for Christ is gain.

As God He has power to forgive our
sins (Mark 2:5,17) and He is the only
mediator between God and us.

He finished His work in this world
successfully. He foretold future events
in Matthew 24 and Luke 21 and only
God can claim to know future events.
He claimed God is His father and He
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When wealth fails!

"Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, But righteousness
delivers from death" (Proverbs 11:4)

The poet highlights the fact that none of the enormous wealth you possess will
follow you to your eternal home. He leaves us with the message to ’Stop pursuing
opportunities to make more money than you need and look for opportunities to be

kind - to use money as your servant to serve others in need"

When | was one and thirty,
| heard a wise man say.
Money is a good servant,
But not a good master.
Yet several folks are fervent,
To gather more of it faster.
Little do they ponder about,
The hearts they break,
The promises they make,
The lies they bake,
Just to own a bigger stake.

Ask them, can money buy joy?
No, it can’t, they possibly may reply.
Yet their hearts desire for more
For it various schemes they apply

Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath.
A great teacher in the scripture says
Yet when several are gasping for breath
Men are looting in their wicked ways

What, O man is your worth?
A mere breath, a flower fading away
Like you came empty handed at birth,
So will you depart and go away.

So, turn off the gram, timeline and newsfeed,
A little kindness and love is what the world needs
To lend a helping hand,

If you cannot be there
Show some kindness for those suffering
With an earnest heart and an honest prayer.

Tony Antony
Kanimangalath
IPC Ebenezer
Kalyan

A Digital
Marketer, Poet
and Song writer

\\ J

"As he came
from his
mother’s

womb, naked
shall he return,

To go as he

came; And he

shall take
nothing from his
labor Which he
may carry away
in his hand"
(Ecclesiastes
5:15)

July 2025 12

Suvartha



Alongtime agoin Italy, there lived
a quiet man named Luigi Tarisio. He
loved violins more than anything
else. He spent all his money buying
them - beautiful, old violins made by
the greatest makers in the world. He
kept them hidden in his attic, safe
and sound.

But there was one problem: he

never let anyone play them. The
violins stayed in the dark - silent and

Children's—

Find your talent and use it!

. N

Juby Anoop, UK
(. /

still. When Luigi died in 1854, people
found over 246 violins, 12 violas,
and 24 cellos - including
masterpieces by Stradivari - in his
home. They were worth a fortune!
But for many years, not a single
person had heard any beautiful
music coming from them!

This reminds us of a
story Jesus told - the
Parable of the Talents
(Mathew 25: 14-30). In it, a
master gives three servants
bags of coins to use their
coins wisely and earn more.
Butoneis too scared to take
a chance, so he buries his
coin in the ground and gives it back
without doing anything with it. The
master is not pleased.

Luigi, like that servant, kept his
treasures hidden. He was afraid to
let them go, so they never did what
they were made for - make music!

The lesson is simple: if you have
a gift, share it. Whether it's music,
kindness or a special talent - don’t
hide it. Let it shine. God wants us to
use our talents for God’s glory. ®
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Jesus calms the storm
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Nandurbar Bhandara Gondia PRAY FOR
" IPC MAHARASHTRA STATE

Pray
» 450 Churches
®» 450 Pastors
% 406 Prayer Cells

» 421 House churches

» Upcoming Church buildings and parsonages

» Hebron Bible College

» Suvartha Publications

» Tracts & Literature Ministry

» Sunday School, PYPA, Ladies Association

e » 28 Primary Schools and Balwadies in the Villages

Mumbai
Suburban

Chandrapur

Scenes from IPC Nagpur District of IPC Maharashtra

May 2025 18 Suvartha
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President
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OOOOO o HEBRON BIBLE COLLEGE
; ESTABLISHED IN 1992

Vision :

Light up the villages of Maharashtra
through living word.

Fully owned and managed by IPC Maharashtra State

e Diploma in Theology (D.Th)
Hindi Medium - 2 Years full time course.
® Food and accommodation free
e Day scholars are indeed permitted from in

and around Panvel
33 Years of

W 01.08.2025

Pr. K.M. Varghese
Vice-President
9822112368

HEBRON BIBLE COLLEGE, 301-302, IPC Bhavan, Survey No. 164,
Plot No. 34-35, Usarli Khurd, Panvel - 410 206.

Pr. K.A. Mathew
Secretary)
9004053473
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Classes starts on

Evg. Varghese Kollakompil
Administrator
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MATRIMONIALS

Pentecostal Girl, B.Com/PGDM working as
an Analyst in MNC, Bangalore, Wanted
Groom. Pentecostal parents invite
proposals for their daughter 27/153 cm
born & brought up in Kerala, Born again
Baptized, seeking proposals from parents
fo Born Again, Baptized non ornamental
and professionally qualified boys from India
or Abroad. Please respond with details and
recentphotos. Whatsapp 9961730912

Invite marriage proposals for their born-
again, Christian with strong faith in God,
baptized son 29 years, (01/03/1996), Age
Height - 5.8'. Master's Degree in Computer
Application. Currently employed as an
Infrastructure Specialist at Kyndryl in
Bangalore. We are originally from Thrissur,
Kerala. Contact: 9757308174

Maharashtrian Pentecostal Parents settled
in Khopoli, Maharashtra invite proposal for
their son date of birth 28.09.1996. Height -
5.5, | have a minor handicap, Education -
12th, Fitness Instructor, Nutrition Consul-
tant. Seeking alliance from Parents of
eligible pentecostal girls.

Father Contact - 9561568308
Pastor No.: 9307937088

Maharashtrian Pentecostal Parents from
Ratnagiri, Maharashtra invite proposal for
their daughter date of birth 20.06.1997,
Height - 5.1, Education - Graduate in
Commerce, Occupation - Accountant.
Currently residing at Vile Parle, Mumbai.
Middle class family. Looking for God
fearing, Baptized & Spiritfilled partner.

Contact :
9920833741, 9823147073

Maharashtrian Pentecostal Parents invite
proposal for their daughter date of birth
11.11.1984, Height - 5'4". Education - MA,
B.Ed. SET (English), Occupation -
Assignment Professor in Engineering
Institute. Seeking alliance from Parents of
eligible Pentecostal boys.

=

—
4
Ui / 1

Contact : 9823147073

Invite marriage proposals for their
baptized son Dr. Amir Govind Chavan
Birth Date : 20/02/1995, Age : 29, Weight -
70 kg, Height - 5.9’ Occupation - BAMS
(self employed), 2 Clinics at Thane.
Father- Govind Pandurang Chavan
(Pastor), Mother - Kesharbai Govind
Chavan (house wife), Siblings-2 Sisters
(married)

Contact - 9967764684 (Father).

Invite marriage proposals for their baptized,
daughter, Nazima Mohammad Sayyed,
Ramabai Colony Ghatkopar. DOB
:12/07/1989, Education qualifications :
Bachelor of Arts, Church name: Indian
Pentecostal Church Ghatkopar. Pastor
Name: Thomas M. M., Baptism 10 year
Church : Ghatkopar Ramabhai Colony.

Contact No.: 9004583417

Maharashtrian Pentecostal Parents settled
in Ratnagiri, Maharashtra invite proposal
for their daughter date of birth 31.10.1986,
Education-12th, Diploma in Biblical
theology. Seeking alliance from Parents of
eligible pentecostal boys.

Contact :
9769851122, 9823147073

Pentecostal parents invite proposals for
their daughter 28 / 5.3 ft., B.A. / B.Ed.
Profession - Teacher, Born again Baptized,
seeking proposals from parents fo Born
Again, Baptized non ornamental and
professionally qualified boys from India or
Abroad. Please respond with details and
recent photos.

Parents Contact No :
7715031272 / 9892801242

Invite marriage proposals for their
baptized, daughter, Ashuta Gajanan
Manvatkar, Age 22 yrs., Height - 5. 00 ft,
belongs to Hindu background, saved,
baptized, born and brought in Ghatkopar
Mumbai, Qualification: 12th. Doing jobin
Private sector.

Contact :
+91 8291174631, +969 9812372
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Scenes from Jalgaon District of IPC Maharashtra

Al

BN

Pr. Balkrishna Nadar and team presenting Irani Bible (Language of Kandesh area)
and roses to Circle Inspector of Crime Branch and Adl. Suprendent of Police

———

AN 1 O F
Balwadi children with care takers at Yawal

54k ;R

Picnic with Balwadi children to Girna Da

R~

E3) ¢

One of our gatherings in a small house
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Scenes from Latur District of IPC Maharashtra

VBS program held at Gopal Nagar, Udglr of Latur Dist under the Ieadershlp of Pr. Ashok Sonl

Scenes from Chandrapur Dlstrlct of IPC Maharashtra

Pastors of Chandrapur District with Pr. P.M. Cherian
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