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The Sick and the Savior
At Bethesda Pool!

"Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda
and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. Here a great number of disabled people
used to lie - the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. One who was there had been an invalid for
thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this
condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?” (John 5:2-6)

Gospel of John is unique in many respects.
Apart from prologue (1:1-18) and epilogue
(chapter 21) the book can be divided into two
major divisions: the book of signs (1:19 — 12:50)
and the book of glory (13:1 — 20:31). Unlike
other evangelists John records only a few
miracles of Christ that serve his unique purpose.
Of course John was eye witness of all incidents
of miracles Jesus performed during His public
ministry (20:30). Miracles selected by John in
his gospel are narrated to prove

words are more powerful than the angelic stirring
of water. The angelic provision, which is part of
the Old Testament, is blind and unsympathetic
to the helpless and needy. We have no historical
evidence about the beginning of this provision
of healing. But the neediest is yet to be healed
though he waited for so long. No doubt, it shows
that the needs of waiting multitude cannot be
fulfilled completely in this provision of healing.
Even when the feast is going on, Jesus is calling

unto Him whose thirst is not

that Jesus, who is the Word,

quenched by the feast. Even

became flesh, and dwelt
among us, is the long awaited
Messiah. Healing of the man,
who had an infirmity for thirty-
eight years, at the pool of
Bethesda, is of the same vein.
John narrates this incident to
his readers to prove that the
long awaited Messiah has
arrived, as he did through all
other narrations of the book of
signs. The healing at the pool

The festival of
deliverance (Passover) is
celebrated with colors and

pomp while a great
multitude lay waiting for
deliverance right under
their nose. A longstanding
tradition with promise of
healing did no good to
this man with long
history of infirmity.

on the last day He saw hungry
and thirsty crowd. The meaning
of the feast has been
completely lost or reduced to
mere ritualistic performance
with no spiritual relevance
attached. The festival of
deliverance (Passover) is
celebrated with colors and
pomp while a great multitude
lay waiting for deliverance right
under their nose. A

of Bethesda has the following
noteworthy aspects: the
setting, the Savior, the Father and the Jewish
leaders. This article is zooming only on the
settings, the sick, and the Savior/healer.

The settings:

The event took place possibly during the
Passover feast in Jerusalem. The man with
infirmity for thirty-eight years is one among the
waiting crowd, waiting for the angel who would
stir the pool water occasionally. Healing is
assured for whoever steps in first regardless of
the kind and severity of the iliness. Ironical to
the provision of healing and longstanding faith,
there lay a man with thirty-eight years' infirmity
with no healing so far. This setting is more fitting
to introduce a Messiah, whose compassionate

longstanding tradition with
promise of healing did no good
to this man with long history of infirmity. John
is introducing the Messiah as an answer to all
who is waiting patiently for healing and
deliverance.

The Sick:

Now a certain man was there who had an
infirmity for thirty-eight years. Neither any
detailed description about the kind and reasons
of sickness nor about the man is given in the
narration. But by careful consideration one can
infer why Jesus spotted out this man from the
multitude.

Obviously he was a man of faith, having such
a faith to stay at the pool so long waiting to
avail the provision of healing that too is

Pastor
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John was eye
witness of all
incidents of
miracles Jesus
performed
during His public
ministry (John
20:30). Miracles
selected by John
in his gospel are
narrated to prove
that Jesus, who
is the Word,
became flesh,
and dwelt
among us, is
the long awaited
Messiah.
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The Messiah
introduced by
Johnis a
seeking Savoir,
who spotted out
the neediest
from among the
multitude that lay
in five porches of
the pool. No one
ever was
sympathetic
towards this
man, even the
angel who would
have noticed this
ailing man during
previous
visitations. But
Christ the healer
understands the
need and your
untold feelings.

uncertain. Deterioration of his physical condition
hadn’t diminished his faith. He stayed on while
his dear and near ones left one by one, those
who once had pity on him in the initial stages
of his sickness. His answer to Jesus’ question,
“I have no man to put me into the pool when the
water is stirred up” is pointing to the fact that
assistance is a must to utilize the provision of
healing. Now the question is why then the man
is waiting at the pool in this deteriorating and
deserted condition. Obviously there is the
answer that this man had no second option but
to stay for what he believed and waited for.
Suffering at the pool alone is what he has
chosen even when he realized that getting
healing is nearly impossible. Opting to go back
home would have been a better choice that may

gospel is to introduce Jesus Christ as the long
awaited Messiah. This has been done in almost
all narrations even from prologue. He is

presented as logos, the wisdom of God that
would show the real light for all diligent seekers.
Turning water into wine in chapter 2 is revealing
that He is the Messiah. In chapter 3, John
presents Nicodemus who says, you are from
God and the signs you do is the proof that you
are that Rabbi. In chapter 4, the Samaritans
are meeting with their Messiah for whom they
been waiting for centuries.

When coming to chapter 5 the healing is
introduced as proof that Messiah has arrived
and all who been waiting for deliverance have
good news. You have someone to help you to
get that you didn’'t get so far. The Messiah

get him some comfort in his

introduced by John is a seeking

suffering, may be a good bed
and food, under the roof of own
house, with better nostalgic
feeling in sickened body and
soul. But he waited and waited
patiently for his day, a day
where he can jump into the
stirred up water with the help
of some one who would have
pity about his condition. John
is introducing the Messiah as
the healer to all such who been
waiting for long.

Jesus vanished into the
crowd immediately after
the healing, therefore giving
no time even to the healed
to recognize who healed
him. Jesus never did any
miracle to popularize
Himself. At the same time
He met him at the Temple
and gave him advice that
would immune him from
further fall into illness.

Savoir, who spotted out the
neediest from among the
multitude that lay in five
porches of the pool. No one
ever was sympathetic towards
this man, even the angel who
would have noticed this ailing
man during previous
visitations. But Christ the
healer understands the need
and your untold feelings. The
man never approached Jesus
with his need but it was Jesus

Jesus met him in the
Temple after he was made well and told him,
“sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon
you”. This shows that his physical infirmity and
its deterioration have a connection to his
sinfulness. He was waiting at the pool for
something that has no remedy by the sacrifice
in the Temple. He really felt the burden of his
sin and was waiting to resolve though the
possibility was remote. John is introducing the
Messiah at the pool as the final and complete
answer to all such waiting and seeking souls
whose problems have no remedy in the
provisions of Old Testament sacrificial system.
The healing that is so far not possible is now
possible in Him. The remission of sin that is
not possible in the Temple is now possible in

Him. It is a declaration: He

Publicising miracles by preachers

that we waited for is here

who reached out to him. What
a wonderful Savior we have!

Jesus vanished into the crowd immediately
after the healing, therefore giving no time even
to the healed to recognize who healed him.
Jesus never did any miracle to popularize
Himself. At the same time He met him at the
Temple and gave him advice that would immune
him from further fall into illness. His revealing of
Himself to the sick was very personal.
Publicising miracles by preachers is the fashion
of our time. But here the preacher is silent and
the healed one takes up the duty to publicise
the preacher.

The Messiah whom John introduced at the
pool was willing to take risk for healing the man.
He was persecuted by the Jews for healing this
man. He introduced Himself to this man knowing
that it would bring Him some torture form the

is the fashion of our fime. But here with us. Jews. And at the end it is mentioned that the
N : — Jews sought all the more to kill him. We see a
the preacher is silent and the The Savior/healer: Messiah willing to risk and lay His life down for
healed one takes up the duty to the neediest and the desertedl!
publicise the preacher. The very purpose of John’s ' u
March 2019 4 Suvartha



The Current Crisis of
Transparency!

Today, information technology has begun to
blast every area of human beings irrespective
of status and dignity. Recently, the government
of India resolved to scrutinize all computer net
works in the country to explore the data, so
that they can set aside the cyber criminals and
terrorists. By seeing through everyone’s
computer web data everything becomes
transparent to the authorities. This generated a
hue and cry among the opposition parties and
common men. People are losing their privacy
at the cost of government policy. In a democratic
country like India it is really a matter of personal
freedom and privacy values. In
this political and social

attitude. God did not spare his life. It is an
alarming sign to us also. We, the leaders,
ministers and common believers need to be
careful about our life, that are we not having
any hidden agendas in our ministry, in our
relationships, in our daily actions and in the
works of God. All sorts of our transactions must
be transparent.

King David was another typical example in
the matter of transparency (2 Sam.11 & 12).
Here the attitude of David was same asAchan.
He abducted wife of Uriah, and craftily made
her his illicit wife. He thought that since he is
king he got supreme authority
over every one. He forgot that

scenario it is perhaps fitting
to look into the spiritual
condition of today.

TRANSPARENCY:
THE BIBLICAL VIEW

In contrast to the political
set up, the Bible looks into this
topic positively. Transparency
is a matter of the Word of God,
wherein God uses HIS
sovereign knowledge to
evaluate human beings in their
relation with Him. It is not a

Transparency is a
matter of the Word of
God, wherein God
uses HIS sovereign
knowledge to
evaluate human
beings in their
relation with Him. It is
not a dangerous and
unsafe concept in
the Bible. God uses
this to rectify people
of God from the forth
coming wrath.

there is a King of kings over
his head! Till Nathan was sent
by God, he never got
convinced of his adultery. After
hearing the prophet of God, he
realized his sin and asked
pardon from the Lord with
tears. Although he was
forgiven he was confronted
with severe punishment of
God. Lack of such prophets
today is enabling many so-
called David(s) survive
successfully at least before
the people, even if they keep

dangerous and unsafe

on going with deceptive acts

concept in the Bible. God
uses this to rectify people of
God from the forth coming wrath. Most of the
time in such an intervention of God, people
repented and were released. But sometimes it
also brought severe punishment from God.

In the case of Achan (Joshua 7), one could
find the certainty of God’s terrible dealing, due
to the lack of transparent action from Achan.
He wanted to hide his portion from Moses and
others and then pretended as if he did not
commit any crime. He never thought of
Sovereign God!! The materials of Jericho were
not belonging to him; those were accursed
things. He deliberately violated God's command.
He lost his transparency because of his lusty

in the name of power and
authority. To them, transparency is unfamiliar
and they are not concerned about their unethical
frame of mind. May the Lord raise Nathan(s)
today with the true voice of God!

In the New Testament, transparency is more
accurately depicted in the life Jesus and the
early church. Our Lord Jesus had nothing to
hide in His life or He did not move with any
hidden agenda. His dealing and ministry to the
people of all walks were transparent like clear
water. When two of the disciples of John the
Baptist came to Jesus and asked, “Rabbi,
where are you staying”? He said to them, “Come
and see” (John 1:38-39). He allowed them to
come to Him and stay with Him. This simple

Pastor
Shibu Joseph
Navi Mumbai

Lack of such
prophets like
Nathan today is
enabling many
so-called
David(s) survive
successfully at
least before the
people, even if
they keep on
going with
deceptive acts in
the name of
power and
authority. To
them,
transparency is
unfamiliar and
they are not
concerned about
their unethical
frame of mind.
May the Lord
raise Nathan(s)
today with the
true voice of God!
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Paul’'s words are
really a great
challenge to
today’s
Christians
especially to the
leadership.
Definitely like his
Master, Paul and
his co-laborers
lived a life that
was exposed to
all, having no
hidden agendas,
no effort for
personal
advantages, no
deceptive and
crafty attitudes.
People got
access to them,
not like today’s
muscle showing
so-called men of
the stages. We
need to take God,
the Supreme
Judge, seriously.

statement is the first proof of His open life. Many
of the so-called VIPs of Christian world today
including Pentecostals are not ready to declare
and repeat the words of Jesus before the public,
because they have many things to hide behind
them. The life of Jesus was like an open book.
In Him we do not see any spot of evil or secret
life purpose. He obviously lived for humanity and
was a man of the multitude. When He was
repeatedly questioned in the trial, He said, “/
said openly to the world ---- in secret | have
said nothing. Why do you ask Me? Ask those
who have heard Me ----” (John 18:20,21). This
was one of the greatest and foolproof evidences
against their false accusations. Here we see
the peak display of His transparent life. He was
not a veiled person. Can any one of us repeat
the same sound of Jesus
before the people? Yes, Son

couple of the first century (Acts 5:1-11). When
they saw many sold their property and

surrendered at the feet of Apostles, they too
wanted to do the same. Nevertheless it was
not mandatory, nor a doctrine. People did
voluntarily. We see the transparent generosity
in the life of Barnabas and others. The said
family too went through external emotions while
seeing all these and sold their property and gave
the money to the Apostles. But they did not
show their integrity and honesty in giving. In
their display of grace of giving they unitedly lied
to the Holy Spirit for the sake of their financial
security. Before they sold property and even
after the selling it belongs to them. It was not
imperative to give whole amount to theApostles.
They could have openly told and given a part of
it. However they wanted name
and fame at the cost of their

of Man stands at the lofty

hypocritical devotion. They

mountain like a transparent
gem!

These are of course not
only the matter of Jesus Christ
alone, but let us hear what St.
Paul speaks in his letters. In
2 Corinthians, Paul with his
colleagues writes, “But we
have renounced the hidden
things of shame, not walking
in craftiness ---- commending
ourselves to every man’s
conscience in the sight of
God" (2Cor. 4:2; ¢f.5:3-10;
7:2-4). Again he repeats it in

The life of Jesus
was like an open
book. In Him we do
not see any spot of
evil or secret life
purpose. He
obviously lived for
humanity and was a
man of the
multitude. Yes, Son
of Man stands at
the lofty mountain
like a transparent
gem!

were not required to do
anything (5:4). They merely
pretended as if they were
sacrificing like Barnabas. The
transparency crisis here is
obvious.

CONCLUSION

The deceptive attitude,
hypocritical devotion to the
Lord, bad intentions, personal
advantages in the name of
gospel, and all kinds of
fabricated lies undoubtedly

out the lack of

another form to Thessalonians

ch. 2:4-8. In the book ofActs, Paul in his farewell
words to Ephesian elders also affirmed his stand
so clearly (20:33-34). He was well confident to
tell others to be his imitators. Paul’s words are
really a great challenge to today’s Christians
especially to the leadership. Definitely like his
Master, Paul and his co-laborers lived a life that
was exposed to all, having no hidden agendas,
no effort for personal advantages, no deceptive
and crafty attitudes. People got access to them,
not like today’s muscle showing so-called men
of the stages. We need

We must cultivate a lifestyle of
transparency and authenticity to our
actions and attitudes. God is not
simply looking to our public
performance but at the private stage
of our life.

to take God, the
Supreme Judge,
seriously.

In this context, it is
interesting to look into the
life of Ananias and

Saphira, the vibrant

point
transparency. It is unfortunate
that today the spiritual world is really facing this
crisis rampantly. The Lord is not in favor of the
measure and the amount we show off, but rather
He looks at the attitude and the intention in
doing the things. Our God is least concerned
of our show off and external display of things
and pride. We must cultivate a lifestyle of
transparency and authenticity to our actions
and attitudes. He is not simply looking to our
public performance but at the private stage of
our life. What about our life today? Even our
ministry must be transparent. Since there is a
transparency crisis today, we must create an
awareness of thhe same in our churches. King
Solomon’s words are appropriate here: “For God
will bring every work into judgment, including
every secret thing whether good or evil”
(Ecclesiastes 12:14). ®
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Do WE have any Reason to
Praise GOD?

‘But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people,
that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous
light; who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy
but now have obtained mercy.” (1 Peter 2:9-10)

Many years ago an
unnamed psalmist
has declared a very
important truth
regarding praising
God: “Praise the Lord!
For it is good to sing
praises to our God; for
it is pleasant, and
praise is beautiful” (Ps.
147:1). Quite similar to
this is another expression in this context: “Praise
the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! While I live |
will praise the Lord; | will sing praises to my God
while | have my being” (Ps. 146:1-2).

Many times when we are searching for a
reason to praise God, we should realize that we
should praise God for two reasons: for who He is,
and for what He has done (see Ps. 117:1-2). In the
Old Testament, we see many instances of people
praising God for what God has done, for e.g.
Moses and Miriam praising God for their
deliverance from the Egyptian army (Exo. 15:1-21),
or, for who God is, for e.g. King David dancing in
the street before the Ark of the Lord and praising
God unashamedly (2 Sam. 6:14).

When Apostle Peter wrote his first epistle to
the born-again pilgrims scattered in different parts
of the world (1:1), he wanted to let them
understand that they have many reasons to praise
God. In fact, Apostle Peter elaborates on seven
reasons for us to praise God, which are as follows:

1. We are a chosen generation. We have been
chosen before the foundation of the world to belong
to Christ (Eph. 1:4), elected by God according to
His foreknowledge and born again to a living hope
in Christ (1:2-5). God had called us out of the
world from the clutches of sin to be part of His
redeemed people.

2. We are a royal priesthood. We are the
actualization of God’s plan to prepare a kingdom
of priests for Himself (see Exo. 19:6; Isa. 61:6;
Rev. 1:6). We are to worship God by presenting
our own bodies as living sacrifices to do His will
and live for His purpose (Rom. 12:1).

3. We are a holy nation. We have been called
by God to be separate for Himself (Isa. 52:11; Ezek.
20:34, 41; 2 Cor. 6:17-18) as the holy people of
God (1:16; Exo. 19:6). We are to reflect the very

character of God by
our lifestyle.

4. We are a
special people. We
have been called to an
intimate and unique
relationship with God
and to one another as
a community of faith.
We are His special
people (Exo. 19:5)
whom He has redeemed with His own precious
blood (1:18-19), with having unique and
immediate access to His very presence (Eph.
2:18).

5. We have been called out of darkness into
His marvelous light. God has delivered us from
darkness out of the clutches of Satan, and “has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6; Isa. 9:1).

6. We have been made the people of God.
Just like the Israelites in the Old Testament (Hos.
1:9; 2:23; Rom. 9:25), we have been made the
people of God, and we are left on this earth to
work towards building God’s Kingdom here on
earth (Matt. 6:10).

7. We have obtained mercy from Him. Just
like in Christ, we have become God’s new people;
in Christ, we have also obtained mercy from God
(Ps. 86:5; 145:9; Eph. 2:4). Even today, God’s mercy
extends to all undeserving Jews and Gentiles alike.

Thus, we have plenty of reasons to praise God
today! When we think about who God is and what
He has done for us; we should lift up our voices
and sing praises of God. We should praise God
even though we are in adverse circumstance, just
as Paul and Silas praised God within the
Philippian jail (Acts 16:25). The truth of God’s Word
is our foundation for praising Him.God is worthy
of our praise, even today! (See 1 Chron. 16:25;
Rev. 5:11-14)

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatever
you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through Him.” (Col. 3:16-17) |

Meditations from

'""] Peter'
TWO
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Jericho, located in the West Bank,
in the valley of the river Jordan, is
widely regarded as the world’s oldest
inhabited city. With a current
population of approximately 20,000, it
is also the lowest city in the world,
located 846 feet (258 meters) below
mean sea level. With a name meaning
“fragrant”, the copious springs in and
around the city present it as an oasis
in the desert, and excavations have
revealed at least 20 successive
settlements upon the same region.
Jericho also boasts the oldest
protective wall in the world, standing 2
meters thick and 5 meters high, serving
the dual purpose of fortification against
enemies as well as protection against
the flood waters of the river Jordan.An
8.5 meter high stone tower was also
built into this wall, functioning as an
outpost for defence and ceremonially
significant. The Bible also

Jericho:

A curse no longer!

"These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one
can shut, and what he shuts no one can open" (Revelation 3:8)

Aneka Paul, MSW
Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai

from atop Mount Nebo, before his death
(Deut. 34:1-3). Israel, under the

leadership of Joshua, crosses the river
Jordan in spate as on dry ground,

exactly opposite Jericho (Josh. 3:16).
The plains outside Jericho is also where
the Israelites re-dedicate themselves
by keeping the Passover (Josh. 5:10)
and where Joshua meets Jesus, the

who tried to share the gospel with us.
Indeed, Apostle Paul recounts his
misdeeds to his son in the faith,
Timothy (1 Tim. 1:12-15). He says:
"Even though | was once a blasphemer
and a persecutor and a violent man, |
was shown mercy because | acted in
ignorance and unbelief. The grace of
our Lord was poured out on me
abundantly, along with the faith and
love that are in Christ Jesus".

Even after coming to Jesus, we are
torn in a war between our spirit and
our flesh (Rom. 7:21-24). Our flesh
prefers comfort and pleasures (Gal.
5:19-21) as well as the perceived safety
of past traditions (1 Pet. 1:18).
However, we are assured of our
redemption, by the same God who
caused the walls of Jericho to fall down
by faith (Heb. 11:30). “"Thanks be to
God, who delivers me through Jesus

Christ our Lord!" (Romans 7:25)

records Jericho as the “City of

After the defeat of Jericho,

Palm Trees” (Deut 34:3, 2 Chro.
28:15), and therefore highly
valuable. It is a fertile region in
an otherwise hot and barren land,
marks a source of water in the
desert (oasis), and is a source of
the energy-dense and highly
nutritious date palm.

During the time of Moses and

Even after coming to Jesus, we are torn in
a war between our spirit and our flesh (Rom.
7:21-24). Our flesh prefers comfort and
pleasures (Gal. 5:19-21) as well as the
perceived safety of past traditions (1 Pet.
1:18). However, we are assured of our
redemption, by the same God who caused
the walls of Jericho to fall down by faith

(Heb. 11:30).

Joshua pronounces a curse
upon the land, to dissuade
people from rebuilding it (Josh.
6:26). Subsequently, the city
and its king’s fate are used as
references for how to deal with
other gentile kings and people.
The land is given to Joseph’s
children as a possession (tribe

Joshua, Jericho was ruled by a

of Ephraim and half tribe of

Canaanite king and inhabited by

pagan people. Israel camped across
Jericho on the opposite side of the
Jordan, is mentioned as a reference
point repeatedly in the Book of
Numbers, notably where a second
census of the Israelites takes place
(Num. 26) and where God instructs
them on how to conquer the land of
Canaan (Num. 36:13). Jericho is also
one of the last cities seen by Moses

Commander of the Lord’s army (Josh.
5:13-15).

While all this action takes place
outside the city, we see that the city
Jericho itself was tightly shut up (Josh.
6:1). Similarly, before we came to
Jesus, our minds too were tightly shut
up: most of us refused to listen to the
Word of God, instead ignoring,
mocking or doing violence to persons

Manasseh) and is bordered by
the tribe of Benjamin (Joshua 16, 18:11-
12). After falling briefly to Eglon, king
of Moab, for 18 years (Judges 3:12-
14), Jericho is returned to the
Israelites, and becomes part of the
northern kingdom of Israel, following
the division of the land. During the rule
of the “exemplary” (sic) KingAhab and
Queen Jezebel, one “upstanding” (sic)
citizen — Hielof Bethel — takes the

March 2019

Suvartha



Until Science can explain everything ...

e Until science can explain
everything occurring in the universe
perfectly, | will still believe that there is
a God who is in control and has
established the irrevocable Laws of
Nature.

* Until Science can explain what
caused the big bang in the first place,
| will still believe the First Cause for
our existence is the God of Creation.

* Until Biology can explain how
human and other life forms with
complex but perfect internal biological
systems with emotions and feelings,
can evolve out of randomness, | will
still believe that there is an Intelligent
Designer behind it.

* Until Science can explain how
inorganic (dead) matter can produce

Jaison Varghese
Mumbai

organic (life) matter, | will still believe
that there is a giver of Life.

* Until our scientific understanding
can explain how humans have an
innate sense of right and wrong
(conscience) and an innate yearning
for God, | will still believe in the
existence of a God who is just and

righteous.

* Until our current understanding of
science can explain what is Love, a
powerful emotion that crosses all
barriers, | will still believe in the
existence of a God who came down
from heaven and showed us theAgape
Love by dying on the cross and opening
a way by which everyone who believes
can be saved from eternal damnation
and attain Eternal Life.

Note: Basis of this text:

Science is based on verifiable
proofs but religion is based on Faith.
Religion is at liberty to explain profound
mysteries by Faith. But science has
to explain everything through proofs
which can stand universal experimental
verification. ®

Jericho: A curse no longer! ..... (Continuation from previous page)

initiative to rebuild the city of Jericho:
laying its foundation when his firstborn
son Abiram died and setting up its
gates when his youngest son Segub
died — in exact fulfilment of Joshua’s
curse, uttered more than 500 years
prior (1 Kings 16:34).
We thus see that curses

perpetuate throughout the years,

when we fall into sin (even after being
born again), we open the doors of our
lives for curses to enter in too. It follows
that we are in need of deliverance from
curses let inside even inadvertently
into our lives, along with forgiveness of
sins.

For the city of Jericho, Hiel paid the

place where anyone (barring Elisha)
saw Elijah alive, and also the place
where Elisha begins his ministry with
a double anointing (2 Kings 2). In the
New Testament, references are made
to it by Jesus: the winding road
between Jerusalem and Jericho called
“the way of blood” is the location for
the parable of the Good

even centuries, until someone

pays the price for it to be broken.
In our case, the curses upon us
collectively were taken by Jesus
when he was hanged on a

wooden cross. "Christ redeemed
us from the curse of the law by
becoming a curse for us, for it is
written: “Cursed is everyone who

Thus we see that once curses are

broken from upon us, God opens up the
door of blessings into our lives, which no
human can close. "These are the words of

him who is holy and true, who holds the
key of David. What he opens no one can
shut, and what he shuts no one can open"

(Revelation 3:8)

Samaritan (Luke 10:30-35).
Later, Jesus heals at least one
blind man in the outskirts of the
city (Mark 10:46, Luke 18:35,
Matthew 20:29-30). Lastly,
salvation enters the city, when
one of its residents — sinner and
chief tax collector, Zacchaeus
—receives Jesus into his home

is hung on a pole” (Galatians
3:13). Some may ask, whether
all curses upon us were not broken
once for all, at the time we accepted
Jesus as our Saviour? The Bible says
that a curse without cause with not
apply (Proverbs 26:2), but whoever
breaks out of the protective hedge
around, will be bitten by a serpent
(Ecclesiastes 10:8). This implies that

price for Joshua’s curse on it to be
broken. The land, we read, continued
to remain fertile, being flush with date
palms from the time of Moses

(Deuteronomy 34:3) to the latter reigns
of the kings following the split into
northern and southern kingdoms (2
Chronicles 28:15). Jericho is the last

and heart (Luke 19:1-10).
Thus we see that once
curses are broken from upon us, God
opens up the door of blessings into our
lives, which no human can close.
"These are the words of him who is
holy and true, who holds the key of
David. What he opens no one can
shut, and what he shuts no one can
open" (Revelation 3:8) [ ]
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Repentant waitress!

The owner of a popular restaurant in
Arizona, USA, received a letter from a
former waitress who was so full of
remorse over money stolen 20 years ago
that she was paying it back -- with interest
added. Enclosed in the envelope was
$1,000 in cash. The anonymous
waitress didn’t sign the letter but said
she pocketed extra cash in the 1990s by
not ringing up all the items in the cash
register. She also said she “grew up in
church and knew better, but did it
anyway”. She added: “It's been 20 years,
but | still carry great remorse. | am very
sorry that | stole from you. Please accept
my apology and this money as a
repayment plus interest for 20 years. May
God forever bless you and your family”.

The waitress mentions that she grew
up in church, probably as the daughter
of a pastor. The Holy Spirit has convicted
her of her past sin and she finally
repented and acted to clear her good
conscience. It is the duty of every believer
to listen to the still small voice of the Holy
Spirit and remain in good relationship
with God and man.

Restaurant employee gives
homeless man his own shoes

Levi Jones, a restaurant employee,
saw a hungry homeless man hanging
around outside the restaurant. Instead
of chasing him off or calling the police,
Jones gave him a meal — and his own
shoes, too. The homeless man who
didn’t have any shoes was sitting under
a tree, not far from the restaurant building.
Later, Jones said: “The Lord told me to
give my shoes to him and that’s exactly
what | did”. Now Jones had a prolem. He
didn’t have any shoes to return to work.
Management found some shoes that
were four sizes too big to get him through
the rest of the day! Jones said he was
driven by his Christian faith: “l love Jesus
and as His son, | am called to live and
walk just like Jesus did on the earth.
Jesus hung around homeless people.
He took care of people, loved them,
blessed people wherever He went and

so | just wanna walk and live that out
every single day of my life”.

It may be mentioned here that the
restaurant chain founder is a Christian
believer and he wants all his employees
to uphold christian principles.

Will Graham preaches to
100,000 in the Philippines

Will Graham, the
grandson of Dr. Billy
Graham, preached

the Gospel
message to over
100,000 in the

Philippines during
his “evangelistic
celebration”, a
crusade-style
outreach across the globe through the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association.
Manila, the capital of the Philippines,
holds special significance for the

grandson, as it is now the only place in
the world to see three generations of the
Graham family — Dr. Billy Graham,
Franklin Graham and Will himself. Will
said:“l wish | could go back and tell my
grandfather what | did in Manila that |
preached in the same place you

preached in 1957 in Manila!” A grand old
lady, Luz Alvarez, now 84 years old,
listened to the message spoken by Dr.
Billy Graham during his crusade 62

years ago in 1957!. Will Graham

emphasized: “During times like these, |
think it's even more imperative to preach
the Gospel. The only thing that can

change people’s lives is the Gospel. This
is the only message we know what to
preach, the power of God unto salvation.
And that is what my grandfather has
preached, my father has preached, and
that is what | will continue to preach

wherever | go”.

We must appreciate Will Graham for
his firm stand for the Gospel when many
of the modern day preachers are
preaching fake gospels based on
prosperity theology, 'grace' theology,
healing miracles and the like for gullible
audiences to amass wealth and build
their own empires!

1000 Scientists Sign Statement
Dissenting from Darwinism

A list of scientists who are skeptical
about Dawinism was first issued by the
Discovery Institute in 2001. The
statement reads: “We are skeptical of
claims for the ability of random mutation
and natural selection to account for the
complexity of life. Careful examination of
the evidence for Darwinian theory should
be encouraged”. It is known as “A
Scientific Dissent From Darwinism”.
Roughly 100 scientists were on the
original list in 2001, but it has since
passed 1000 signatures. Supporters
say the statement has no political
motivation. To sign the list, a person
must “hold a Ph.D. in a scientific field
such as biology, chemistry, mathematics,
engineering, computer science, or one
of the other natural sciences or they must
hold an M.D. and serve as a professor of
medicine”.

gl

Evolution?

Supporters of Darwinian evolution
celebrate Darwin Day, which takes place
every Feb. 12 on Charles Darwin’s
birthday. He was born 210 years ago, in
18009.

"Scientific dissent from Darwinism" is
designed to correct the public perception
and the generally accepted popularity of
Darwinism by showing that there are
scientists who support an open
examination of the evidence relating to
modern Darwinian theory and to show
that there are many scientists who
genuinely doubt whether Neo-
Darwinism can satisfactorily explain the
complexity and diversity of the natural
world.

o
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Scenes from Youth Camp at Kolhapur Dist. of IPC Maharashtra State

Group Discussion Team 3 Youth Camp Co- ordlnators

Scenes from Chlldren S programmes at Nanded Dlst. of IPC Maharashtra State

From dlfferent Sunday Schools in Aurangabad .
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Scenes from Navapur Dist. of IPC Maharashtra State

|
Evg. Thomas Varghese

Portable speaker cum cordless mic

Inverters Donating Inverters to native missionaries

f l ' ‘ Evg. Thomas Varghese handing over the projector,
Pr. Joseph George praying for the Projector music System, mic set etc. to Dist. Co-ordinator Pr. Samuel John
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Pastors of Navapur Dlst. with care takers

Scenes from Graduation ceremony of Hebron Bible College of IPC Maharashtra State 2019

q

AN

—

1__‘#‘ /b N .A Y

Pr. P. Joy Chief Guest - Pr. K.M. Varghese Pr. Justus Thomas  Pr. Joseph George

e

Pr. K.J. Shaji Pr. Amit Gurnani Pr. Reji Thomas Pr. Sidharth Pr. M.M. Thomas
{

9

Blessing Prayer for graduates Graduate With Teachers & Cae Takers
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Scenes from Amaravati Dist. of IPC Maharashtra State

]

V_

Preparing food

ith Hindi Sunday School Books

< . AP h";"c‘ e e .-[ & . &
Scenes from different Sunday Schools in Amaravati
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Amywasa
little lamb who
lived with her
"let the little children cometonle M U M m Yy

and do not hinder them"

sheep and
daddy sheep.
They lived very close to the forest and
so mummy and daddy always kept
good care of the baby, Amy, from all wild
animals. One day daddy and mummy
both had to go out in search of food so
they told baby sheep, “Amy, be a good
girl, stay inside the house and don’t
open the door for anybody. Mummy and
daddy will be back soon”. Amy
promised to be inside the house until
daddy and mummy came back and so
they left.

Amy was in the house when she
heard the sound of the birds singing
near the window. She went to the
window and looked at the birds. She
looked outside and saw beautiful
flowers and a lovely pond. Amy never
was allowed to go outside the house as
she was very young and did not know

Children, be obedient! »

the dangers. Looking at the beautiful
scene outside the house, Amy thought
to herself; “it's ok to peep outside. My
parents told me not to go out of the
house but | can still peep outside. | am
still obeying them as long as | don’t go
out.

As Amy was peeping outside a fox
saw her and wanted to eat her for
dinner. The fox decided to entice her to
come out of the house so he could eat
her. The fox started to splash and play
in the pond and said to Amy, “Why don’t
you join in? | am having great fun here”.
Amy forgot all about her parents’ advice
and jumped into the pond. As soon as

she jumped into the pond the
fox pounced on her but Amy
ran fast. She was scared and
began to cry as she ran. Soon
her parents heard her cry and
came running with a flock of
sheep and chased away the
fox. Amy was safe. Amy
promised her parents that she will
never again disobey them.

Dear friends, just like Amy we are
also tempted by the devil. The worldly
pleasures and beauty also cause us to
forget God's word and His command-
ments. But we should always obey the
word of God, our parents and elders. In
the above story Amy thought peeping
outside was not disobeying even
though she knew it was wrong.
Similarly we think small mistakes and
disobedience will do no harm but in the
long run all this will give the devil to get
afoothold into our lives. "Children, obey
your parents in the Lord: for this right"
(Ephesians 6:1). "Do not give devil a
foothold" (Ephesians 4:27).

Juby Anoop, UK °®
Noah and the Ark
Aaron B. Thomas Asher Jeffy
Panvel Parumala
Jonathan "... for we have entrusted
said to David each other and
n n . .
Cheer up our children into
God's hands
Banage P.K.
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Sunday School Anniversary

The Annual meeting of IPC
Sunday Schools Association
Maharashtra was held on 03 Feb
2019 atARC Kolke, Panvel. Brother
John Varghese, director of IPC
Sunday Schools Association,
Maharashtra was the chairman for
the meeting. Sunday school
students from various churches of
Maharashtra led the worship
session with songs magnifying the
almighty God.

Students presented various
blessed programs with eye-
opening messages. A general Bible
Quiz programme was conducted at
two levels for Sunday School
students and winners were

awarded. Chief guest Pastor P.J.
Raju blessed the evening with a
message from the word of God and
urged students, parents and
teachers to uphold spiritual values.
Special guest Pastor V.J. Thomas,
President, IPC Goa State also
ministered from the Word of God.
Rank holders of Sunday school
Annual examination -2018 were
awarded in the meeting. Bilingual
(Hindi-English) Sunday school text
books for Nursery | and Il were
released in the Anniversary
meeting by Pastor V.J. Thomas by
accepting text book copies from
Pastor Amit Gurnani.
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A-2 & 3, Mahanand Yadav Bhuvan, Near Sai Studio, Parerawadi, Pipe Line, Sakinaka, Mumbai-400 072.
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MATRIMONIAL

Born & Bought up in Middle East,
from Marthoma background.
Born again & baptized believer.
Attending Eternity Independent
Church, Mavelikara. Ornament
wearing girl (28 Yrs, 5'2", Fair)
B.A Economics from Pune
Symbiosis. Masters in
Economics from University of
London. Worked in Delhi
University as Research Assistant
for 2 yrs. At present working at
I.S.B Hyderabad. Passed NET
also. Interested in doing Ph.D.
(If God allows).

Contact: +91 9446192886

Upper middle class Pentecostal
parents seek Matrimonial alliance
for their US employed, born-again
daughter, 30 Yrs, 5'4", fair and
Master in EXTC, from parents of
men of similar background
preferably employed in US. Send
resume and recent photographs to
_sjosepheena@hotmail.com

Contact: PJS
+91 9326588743 / 9446074360

Born again Christian, Pentecostal
girl, (baptised and filled with Holy
spirit with true doctrinal standing)
Age 30, 5'3", complexion :Light
Dark Brown, 12th , workingas a
Data Entry and Back office. God
loving career oriented, positive
attitude towards life, peace lover
and ofcorse fun loving. | am and
will be active for God's ministry's all
as per His leading along with my
career.

For further details contact :

Pr. Manu Zachariah
+91 9833224440

Malayali Pentecostal parents
(settled in Bhopal) seek marriage
alliance for their born again,
baptized and morally sound son
27 yrs, B.Com, PG Diploma in
Travel and Tourism management
Profession: Own business
(Trans port & Logistics).

Interested parties may contact :
+91 7389164322

Christian Pentecostal parents
seek matrimonial alliance for their
born again daughter, 35 Yrs, 5'4
B.A. (English), M.A. (English),
SET (English), Asst. Professor in
Thakur college of Engineering
and Technology.

For further queries you can call:

Born again, Christian Pentecostal
parents seeking alliance for their
daughter (29. 5'3"). B.E. (IT),
PGDM in IT. Working as a Sr.
Software Engineer, in Mumbai,
from parents of spiritually and
qualified boys.

For further details contact :
Pr. Manu Zachariah
+91 9833224440

Pentecostal parents seeking
alliance for their daughter
(28]5'3"). B.Com, Working as
Account Asst. in Mumbai, from
parents of spiritually and qualified
boys.

For further details contact :

Pr. Manu Zachariah
+91 9833224440

Christian Pentecostal parents
invite proposals for their son 27
years, 5'5", fair, good looking.
B.Sc. Computer Science, doing
job in IT Industry. Hindu Ezhava
converted family. Well settled in
Mumbai. Fatheris a Pastor.
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AU B)aN).

Cont. No.: 09739811405

What more would you like to
see on the pages. Share your

Pr. Manu Zachariah Mob.: +91 9967839604 experience with us we would
9833224440 9168404341 love to hear from you.
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DO YOU OR A LOVED ONE NEED ADULT DIAPER?
DISCOUNTED Prices & FREE HOME DELIVERY*
BRANDED ADULT DIAPERS NOW @ < 220 ONWARDS
Wide variety of Adult diapers & Pull ups to select from.
ALSO AVAILABLE :
MAMY POKO MRPX 499 OUR Price ¥ 380
MAMY POKO MRPX699 OUR Price ¥ 510
GLOVES MRP X900 OUR Price ¥ 250 AL
UNDERPADS MRPZ 500 OUR Price 3 250 Y., "W L
WALKERS ~ MRPZ 2850 OUR Price % 1450 1 4 g
PAC HEALTHCARE wob-: 07028 52244 199673 71888 / 2892 2646
Free Home Delivery g
Shop No. 5, Billberry Apts, I.C. Colony, Borivali (W). £
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Bro. Varghese Kollakompil
Mission Director
IPC Maharashtra State
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Late Br. P.M. Cherian with IPC Chandur Bazar church members and éare takers in 2017

Y & Sy P b {

Late Br. P.M. Cherian with PYPA Leaders and care takers of Parathwada District in 2017

g

Proposed land for Church building at Udgir, Latur District
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