BIPCJMaharashtra

Price X 20 per copy

SUVAPLND

Vol. 29 March 2020 No. 2

Scenes from Solapur District of IPC Maharashtra

1963
EBENEZERHALL

‘(Wlo Late 'Pr. N.T: Kuruvi
ed on 13.02.2020

Congregation

Visit us at : http://[suvarthamagazine.org




Scenes from Solapu_r D_is_trict of IPC Maharashtra

Br. Daniel Varghese

_‘.). > A v f T
Pastors of Solapur District & their families with care takers




€DITORIAL BOARD

Chief Editor
JOHNSON K. SAMUEL

Associate Editors
Pastor P. JOY
Pastor K. A. MATHEW
MATHEWS PAUL
Pastor SAJI PEECHI

Executive Board
Rev. Dr. THOMSON K. MATHEW
K.B. NINAN
SAMUEL VARKEY
PAULSON THAVU
JAISON VARGHESE
JUBY SUSAN ANOOP
T.G. RADHAKRISHNAN
MATHEW CHERIAN
SARAMMA THOMAS
JOHN MATHEW
STANLEY THOMAS
BINU PAUL
ROBINSON CHERIAN

Printer & Publisher
VARGHESE KOLLAKOMPIL
For Suvartha Publications

of IPC Maharashtra State

Printing
GLS Press, Pant Nagar,
Mumbai 400 075.

Editorial ... 2
Psalm 23:" The Shepherd Psalm" ...................... 3
Assurance of Deliverance ONCE and forALL.... 6
Wanted: Spiritual Fathers & Mothers

inthe Church.................... 8
Separation & HolINESS .......covviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee. 9
Children's COorner........coeeviiiieeeiiiiiee e 10
NEWS & VIEWS ......uvuiiiiiiiiiiieie e, 15
RS LR & R 16
60133 069 MO HIME W&l RO AHHHOORSIEDI? 19
QllElwZ0 OMEOEIMSIAI0 .........vvocvecrerreererrreereenrrrenesanes 21
all@)am el m3e6n] @ I0o WallgQU@ ............cc.e.. 22

6a9R19A 3610 (V)Mo GHM $3630/18 Ko jowla.... 24

All communications including materials for
publication should addressed to :
Editor, SUVARTHA,

P.O. Box 17082, Mumbai - 400 089.
E-mail : suvarthamagazine@gmail.com
suvartha@yahoo.com
o
Cheques / Drafts to be drawn in favour of
“Suvartha Publications”

o

Registered Letters / Cheques / Drafts / Money
Orders

should be sent in the following address :
Mr. Varghese Kollakompil

A-702, MIG, Rail View CHS, New Tilak Nagar,
Chembur, Mumbai - 400 089

Mob.: 09821332273

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Annual Life
In India Rs. 100/- Rs. 1000/-
In Middle East Rs. 400/- Rs. 4000/-
In USA/Canada $25 $ 250

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF

Full page (cover 4 colour) Rs. 5000/-
Full page (Inside 4 colour) Rs. 4000/-
Full page (Inside) Rs. 3000/-
Half page (Inside) Rs. 2000/-

Matrimonial and other short announcements
like change of address, help wanted etc. Rs. 500/-




aileeowl

W) 60BOBOSHIN
603 Olm®3o
HBAUIWIGAIIRIZ0
21001900 MSAURIO®
6UBOS MM 6N

v 36:4 80 6meamm
(21GENIIMMo
QU2AM O @D 9BBEAICD
@O, (B(MIBOWDOE
@RS1enzNIMSs
sl Mo @AM

M@ &3S WIGEMI
)N’ oW1 H6ZMY

-
b4

Mathews Paul

MM, al@laddaLo,
aflawomo, Bo@IEBY ghal
OWEJ00 W06 630) €YD
3OLI 210l (o AI(@A6M
alON CHNOATV®)  (al
00 M 601 U3 96} BB @ .
alloan MOoUWB3 @)@ @3
EDAMAIOO AQ DA WO
2®EBSIE3 WA DD HE)(HTVA TVMAO
eBSlod MM @ISMIMBAIETBUWD oGO0
Ma0leansmEl QIaN 80 TVAJAONEMI@).
@REla MQoMElad ®oHan ™ aflugpau avay
a0oIm emdlesandlalan aflllwmend als
©0oXflo)am).

@OO®MAEMIOE! (HlAV®I® qLVEeW)HS
gl CHO8200)MERI0.  MQOsNR)D
8105 aldOMIQYEIEe  E®INIYGla00W)eOS
al0BMBLN AQlo HVGo HDHIVB)AN EIO®
OO (EBIVMAI TLMOBTHIM aleldileno GREINo
Wanoeamlele @RonTealilee a1daLm
all@d I8 ollanlcd meanmosm. GRGIG3
@O HaIOINECHNATV®] - MYORAB TLED
8]9S @RoNTVoA @ICEIJ  al)0)BOR6.
21le1 QIGaHEBUBEN) M)MNAIND DD TVEHOS
ald®) AV MaOo @ Y6M Al @3 ¥ M a1 @)
mMBAIBEIEN HAMNHGID MLAIGI QI {TUONO
6M. @RAIMEMIBN)QIMB BB 30} VOSB!
©OX] BAIOHANEHNITV®) - MPOHERAT AVEDUB
QUBAIM) BT BRGI)OB06N)MEOAN @OaH
Slw-oMadlde: @EIEBSIE3 HD ALEDUB
AMBB (A10WIMAIe QBB |)O30NEl@lB6)
BQO6M.

"Trans" ag)am GalGl@3 BRS)ONWIOS GO
soml@d olellav” e210® 80} milalawes
(IGDVAN6 HAIHANEANATV®) - MYORAB TVLE
BB, HaIOHTNCANITV®) TVBDHOS @alNd
mloom dal@lensm @Y alela@omlond
2)EaMNQGo. CRUVYBHITVDONLNHSW)BS GREE)
®EEINUWIMTNHWQ HAINY 3H0alS§NOW o fl(@Hl
DTN TL)OS )63 MOAGHIM)0,
VRN o BRAINIMo AIB)IHAMOAUMTIE3
TMovo@Ailg]. @REIA M)QOERIBHUB D@3 D (o |
@O0MBS @RAINIMEBUB UBlILINIGSI® aULE,
EI®BH (1D CaHWEBUICHND @10 (B> N6
RBEHN (I HOEMEBURBCHN0 MBIOQ)OL]

RIN)RWIHASIN HalBIDEHINIT) [JMIIMo

M@ AV@Yo. af)INIT BRYABLNo G
305000 BO) H21MBWIEN HAIHANEHNO
M) TVBBHUWB o) 2108 OMBOVW®EB0
NBOB00  EDATHOTIHINLIN0) (A ICAWo @O
TMS)HN)QI0M OGO @REMIVO (1101
NG Gloy@omlajo®an e®oaM)aM). ag
D@EBOHSWOWIO)IN) D (aldHI00 (AICAW®
208NDNO)MEODBHIT  NVAMAOW (AT GaH
Walle @R(GAA DMBIDH) A0V 0yanleg)
)M €a106l96)aMAI0) allogae).

alOHMNEHNOTVD®) - MYRMB ALEHUBHS
VI WEGUROWMA NSo MAIBYAN BANIWVS DD
ol @Sloes. afleoow] mlenegeandsne
30) B2V HBAI0WIEa|or)o al0QIM S
QIIO® MEBASTMOAN AVIGHIBHEMHAAT
(IGENIOWMo Qla I T3 Qg@@%oua ©®&6aM,
ND@SNURBHO  @RSIGNAMSBB  QISl Mo
@OAN MTIHDH}BHWIGHIMI  af)MM  TVoUdW]
H)aN).

alfl  (@)CaVA)»SLI)o, NaOICWINEDN3
glelo MSHNIM GREEY® COINUITI YoYU
aHDHUD  QOLNOBDOIAOLIAN BIRYCHUAIGTBUD
MMBal}e DOAMIGEE. BO@anAL], aflel
LRI GINMIBHMIYNS @BIRYUIPEO Elallmale
o®Q0® MAMIMAV NIMLEBS)o DG |00
alOAVINIV  PAOAVIEBBIEM. GRMIMEAN
@IEM ED(A1BH00MBS 630} MIMIASS allamlee!
(162 I0BMHAMMNIEM WIRZAOMIBNVOS QI3
Qllo. AVAPOTINOL!I ODQOW (2 AN HUB
OAOWMNOOW)BR BO) OO NNEIWOV] DD
MIM2e@ &0emMemeaan @GRAIQ a106]ajod3
@R H®Q 2 l0WOM)o SH¥lilel.

eeBaIal INomIed avEmEIcd mlan)e
@@OE M@ I0®XI@ Mlanje aly@ilaleil
HNMDIMOM DBAIIBIAN DD AW AVoEAl
BBOS aBOO NDOAUICTININS Mo BHICEMENE]
Qldloeyam). cuolailend Moze Mo MEID
a0l0o RODNHS)HS DY@ @oalaOITVINIE:)
Q1003 ENSQIOO)D).

QR mog}goomﬂ @EIMDa] (IWIM MS
eN@) N milmladieel @ReMIVO (alald
TNDHOHOWo WLOIAMN TVYANCUdH (a1CLID
AHBHIBNAIOM  2lB100)BLITLOAINM GHFIW)o.
@R® TLoEANBNOT )M MDA (aI10B@I]
B9o. Y

March 2020

Suvartha



Psalm 23:
""The Shepherd Psalm'’

The 23rd Psalm was the first Psalm that |
memorized and recited as a young boy like
most of Sunday School students. The Holy
Spirit has placed this Psalm between Psalms
22 and 24. Psalm 22 is known as 'Psalm of
Calvary' because it gives a picturesque
description of Jesus Christ on the Cross. The
first verse, “My God, My God, why hast thou
forsaken me”and the 31st verse “he hath done”
(finished) were the words uttered by our Lord
on the Cross. Psalm 24 is known as 'Psalm of
Zion' because it describes the Kingdom of glory.
In other words, we see Jesus Christ on Cross
in Psalm 22 and as King in Psalm 24

In Psalm 23 we see Jesus Christ as
Shepherd. Psalm 23 is not for everyone. It is
for those who accepted Jesus Christ of Psalm
22 - atthe Cross - as Saviour and Lord. Those
who thus have Jesus Christ as Shepherd and
live according to His guidance as in Psalm 23
can enter Psalm 24 to receive Him as King and
live with Him forever.

For a believer Psalm 22 is past, Psalm 23
is present and Psalm 24 is future. Psalm 22 is
Mount Calvary, Psalm 23 is a Valley and Psalm
24 is Mount Zion. We are living in the valley
between Mount Calvary and Mount Zion in
geographical terms.

Jesus Christ is Shepherd who leads us in
this world as in Psalm 23, He is Good Shepherd
who protects His sheep (John 10;10), He is
Great Shepherd who brought us from the dead
by His blood (Hebrews 13:20), He is Chief
Shepherd who comes with crown of glory for
His sheep (1 Peter 5:4). We are blessed
because our Lord became curse for us
(Galatians 3:14). No generation curse to those
who believed that Christ died for their sins and
curses and accepted Him as Saviour and Lord.

We are compared with sheep because we
are gone astray like sheep (Isaiah 53:6),
vulnerable to dangers from wolves and other wild
animals because sheep cannot run very fast.
They are not smart enough to avoid dangers.
Sheep need shepherd to take care of them and
to lead them to fertile areas. They walk without
common sense. They imitate and follow others.
Sheep cannot go and come back without a

shepherd. Sheep follow the leader or guide. They
have no long sight. If one jumps from the hill, all
others follow and jump. Shepherd cares for his
flock, making sure they are safe, nourished,
calm and happy all the time. We can become
the sheep of Jesus Christ and follow Him if we
receive Him as Saviour and Lord by open
confession (Romans 10:9).

"Lord is my Shepherd; | shall not want" (23:1).

| read an incident that a girl forgot the latter
part of this verse when she recited in Sunday
School and came up with version: “Lord is my
shepherd and that is what | want”. She missed
the exact words but caught the real meaning. |
remember another story that a poor widow with
kids was reading Bible one morning and got
the verse “Lord is my shepherd and | shall not
want”. She wrote the verse in a paper and went
to the nearby shop and asked for provisions
telling she had no money but only a promise
from God. Shop keeper asked her the promise;
she gave him the small note of the verse. The
man who had no faith in God said that he would
keep her note in one arm of the balance and
the provisions that he put in the other would be
hers, knowing pretty well that a small paper
would not weigh anything. He did as he said
and to his surprise whatever he put in the
balance did not move it. He gave her whatever
she wanted and sent her home. Afterwards he
found to his surprise that his weighing machine
was not working! God satisfies us if we love
Him. When we feel all are against us and
environments are bad, kneel before God, we
will get peace, joy and His love. He is faithful.
Our Lord is our shepherd and we need not worry
about anything as long as He guides us. | was
reared in a Rubber Estate since my parents
were on the staff there. There were no boys for
any of the staff and so | had no friends from
children of workers. When | was a school boy |
used to walk alone through the estate during
holidays. Sometimes | used to feel movement
of snakes and roar of wild animals from the
nearby forest. As a boy of 10 | used to lift my
hand up believing that Jesus Christ, my hero,
would catch my hand when | was filled with fear
Suddenly | used to get some courage and walk
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22 - at the Cross
- as Saviour and
Lord. Those who
thus have Jesus
Christ as
Shepherd and
live according to
His guidance as
in Psalm 23 can
enter Psalm 24
to receive Him as
King and live with
Him forever.

March 2020

Suvartha



There is no
assurance that
fire will be
extinguished
when we pass
through fire
because we are

children of God.

We need not
expect such kind
of deliverance but
we are assured
that presence of
God will be with
us. The duty and
purpose of Christ
is not to eliminate

all storms

of life.

We can

overcome the
world by His

grace.

alone through rubber trees. It might be my
imagination of boyhood. However this practice
of lifting hands to touch the hand of Jesus Christ
helped me when | faced problems and
loneliness in my life. If Lord is our Shepherd,
we need not worry. Let our Shepherd worry for
us. | worked in secular field but | faced more
problems and loneliness in spiritual field but it
molded me and made me to cling to my
Shepherd. | was and am never alone because
there is a Lord who holds my hand. What a
privilege! When | was young | used to pray at
night before going to sleep: “God who called
the boy Samuel, call me tonight’. | did not get
any call from God but my desire to hear the
voice of God kept me aloof from bad thoughts
and imaginations during nights. He is my Lord
as well as my Shepherd.

“He makes me to lie down in green
pastures. He leads me beside the still waters”
(23:2)

As long as He is my shepherd | shall not
lack food for my body, soul and spirit because
He makes me to lie down in green pastures.
Here we see the relationship between the
shepherd and the sheep. When He keeps me
under His care | can take rest without fear of
enemies and He gives me food too. He leads
me to still waters and not troubled water or
standing water. Still waters run deep. Still waters
represent peace, love, joy, harmony and beauty;
if we look into still waters, we can see our face
clearly to check whether we reflect our Master
in our lives. What a privilege to be the sheep of
Lord Jesus Christ.

"He restores my soul he leads me to the
paths of righteousness for his name’s sake"
(23:3).

If we yearn for restoration of health and joy,
our Lord will restore. Restoration is a joyful
experience that we get from our Good
Shepherd. Since the Lord leads us in the paths
of righteousness, there is moral direction. We
should walk in the path of righteousness
because our guide is holy and righteous.
Medical science may restore health but only
God can restore soul and spirit. We submit
ourselves to His will and purpose in our lives.
Our Lord sent Holy Spirit as He promised to be
with us to guide us through the path of
righteousness. He gives us fruits of Spirit to move
forward

"Yea, though | walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil for thou

art with me, thy rod and thy staff they comfort
me" (23:4).

We may walk through valley of death, we
need not fear because His presence is with us.
We my face problems but we must trust in our
Lord (Psalm 56:3). When we pass through the
waters, He will be with us and when we pass
through rivers they will not sweep over us. "When
we walk through the fire, we will not be burned,
the flames will not set us ablaze" (Isaiah 43:2).
There is no guarantee that there will be a bridge
to take us to the other shore when we pass
through rivers. There is no assurance that fire
will be extinguished when we pass through fire
because we are children of God. We need not
expect such kind of deliverance but we are
assured that presence of God will be with us.
There is no need to fear in any circumstances
even in the valley of death because presence of
Shepherd is with us. The duty and purpose of
Christ is not to eliminate all storms of life. We
can overcome the world by His grace. Dr W A
Smart tells of a father who brought his little
daughter to the doctor with a cut on her eyelid.
Doctor needed to do stitches without using
anesthetic. He asked the girl whether she could
keep from jumping when he used needle. She
responded: “I can, if daddy will hold my hand”
and she did not flinch even once when her
daddy held her hand. Father’s holding her hand
did not lessen the number of stitches or lessen
her pain. Yet his holding hand made the
difference. If our Lord holds our hands, we will
be safe in our journey through darkness in
unknown ways. Small kids fear darkness but
are happy and they sleep well when their
mothers are with them. Darkness is not gone
but presence of mothers give them courage,
peace and tranquility.

"The rod is a weapon of defense or discipline
symbolizing God’s strength, power and
authority. The staff is a long slender stick with
a hook on one end and is used to draw a sheep
close to the shepherd, guide it in the right way
or rescue it from trouble, God’s rod and staff
reassure us of God’s love and guidance in our
lives” (Full Life Study Bible).

For a Christian death has lost its terror
because dying means going to be with the
Shepherd and that is far better. | remember my
maternal grandfather Pastor C G Varghese
telling us to extinguish the light because it was
blinding his eyes. We responded that it was
day time and there was no light. Then he said:
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"l am seeing a light and | am going to that light”
and closed his eyes. What a graceful death for
a Christian. My father in law Pastor C K Daniel
told everything about his death, burial and how
his wife should behave, etc. in the previous night
before his death! There is no fear of the valley of
Baca for those who are in Christ.

"You prepare a table before me in the
presence of my enemies. You anoint my head
with oil and my cup overflows” (23:5).

There is no promise of destroying our
enemies but only about preparing a table in the
presence of enemies. Our God saved Daniel
from lions’ den and He did not kill the lions.
Tribulation, distress, afflictions and persecution
cannot separate us from our Lord. The power of
our Lord can bring sweetness out of bitterness,
triumph out of tragedy and blessing out of
sickness.

Lord gives all spiritual blessings in peace
and joy on the table though we are surrounded
by enemies. If we have Jesus Christ, we have
everything. We are not after worldly goodness
but after spiritual blessings. What we need, our
God will give us. Remember, the unity and
success of family life is around the dining table.
Parents and children should come around the
table, morning and evening and spend time
together for food and interaction after prayer.
Mobile phones and news papers should not
have room at the dining table.

As a shepherd anoints the head of his sheep
to soothe the scratches and wounds, our Lord
anoints our heads with oil. Every believer should
receive anointment of Holy Spirit for successful
Christian life like kings receive anointing oil at
coronation and priests receive anointing oil for
consecration to their ministry. Our cups run over
with love and grace of our Lord. We lack nothing
because our cups run over with the riches of
our Lord Christ.

"Surely goodness and love will follow me all
the days of my life, and | will dwell in the house
ofthe Lord forever" (23:6).

With the Good Shepherd guiding us through
this life we will receive kindness, support and
help till we reach other shore to be with Him
forever in His house. We are only strangers here
and our destination is Father’s house. This world
is not worthy for us because:

(1) the ruler of this world is our enemy
(1John 5:19),

(2) we are not citizens of this world (John
15:19),

(3) our God is different (2 Corinthians 4:14),

(4) our treasures are not kept in this world
(Mathew 6:19,20),

(5) we are different people (Esther 3:8,9),

(6) our vision is not of this world (Hebrews
11:16) and

(7) we fight against rulers of the darkness of
this world (Ephesians 6:12).

Our attention should be focused on the Lord,
stay with Him and follow Him knowing His voice.
Itis a blessed life to have God as our Shepherd,
who gives what we want and makes us right
with Him, who gives peace and takes us to His
home at the end to live with Him forever.

Catherine Marshall says that at the cemetery
of her husband, Peter Marshall she was
reminded of the promise of God, “goodness and
mercy will follow” which gave her strength to
face the world as a widow..

Let us take a decision that we will accept
Lord Jesus Christ as our Good Shepherd and
follow Him as He guides us in thick and thin.
Let us also remember that we have the traits of
sheep like foolishness, dependence and inability
to get away from temptation. Hence, let us stay
with Him, depend on His word and be filled with
His Spirit. =

There is no
promise of
destroying our
enemies but only
about preparing a
table in the
presence of
enemies. Our
God saved Daniel
from lions’ den
and He did not Kill
the lions.
Tribulation,
distress,
afflictions and
persecution
cannot separate
us from our Lord.

Quotable Quotes

C.S. Lewis

and bad when it turns from Him”

“There is but one good; that is God. Everything else is good when it looks to Him

“The homemaker has the ultimate career. All other careers exist for one purpose only -
and that is to support the ultimate career”

"The future is something which everyone reaches at the rate of sixty minutes an hour ,
whatever he does, whoever he is”

“There are only two kinds of people: those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done,” and those to
whom God says, ‘All right, then, have it your way"”
“When we Christians behave badly, or fail to behave well, we are making Christianity
unbelievable to the outside world”
March 2020 5 Suvartha
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We are

chosen to be a
holy people

as God’s
instruments to
do His work and
speak out for
Him, that is to tell
others of the
night-and-day
difference He
made for us.
Every repentant
person who
turns to God
receives the
ministry of telling
others.

Assurance of Deliverance
ONCE and for ALL!

We read in Isaiah 35:8, “And a highway shall
be there, and a way, and it shall be called The
way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over
it...” The highway is called the Holy Road for
God'’s people. It is impossible to get lost on
this road. It is our deliberate choice to walk on
the King’s Highway to reach the Kingdom of
God. The will of God is a course you choose.
On the Damascus road, Paul was shown the
straight path. On the Emmaus road the disciples
were discouraged and disheartened (Luke
24:13-33). They lost their way. Jesus pointed
them to Himself from Scriptures. The good
Samaritan story showed how we can light the
way for the one abandoned. It is implied in
Psalm 18:30 that every God-
direction is road tested.

be understood that such love with people is only
a partial reflection of God’s perfect and
unconditional love.

The way of Jesus is the way of the Father.
The way of the Father is redeeming love in
action. The way opened for us by God is by
throwing His beloved Son on the altar — by
costly grace! If anyone suggests an easy, cozy
and comfortable ‘short-cut’, then all of us who
are spiritual should discern and discard it. The
way of the cross is the way of God’s word.

Though man is a physical being following
the natural biological laws, man is primarily a
spiritual being. The spirit of man can be
tormented, and made restless; We notice from

the parable of Jesus that the
rich man was tormented in

Jesus is the road and He

hell day and night, although

invites us to walk with Him.
This is the only road that can
take us to the divine destiny
(John 14:6-7). Missing the
way is an irreparable and
irrevocable loss; that is if we
miss the truth, we miss the
life-abundant altogether.
We are made for the
Kingdom. We are in the
kingdom, of the kingdom and

The way opened for us
by God is by throwing His
beloved Son on the altar —
by costly grace! If anyone

suggests an easy, cozy
and comfortable ‘short-
cut’, then all of us who
are spiritual should
discern and discard it.
The way of the cross is
the way of God’s word.

he had no body to suffer pain
(Luke 24: 24-26). We know
that the spirit is restless till
it finds rest in God. Those of
us who are born again are
born out of the world. We are
lifted from this world, and are
enabled to think of a world
above. Any one born from
above is naturally inheriting
the Kingdom of God. The new

for the kingdom. In the

birth takes us from the visible

Kingdom, we have a sense
of arrival; a home, a place of joy, peace, justice
and freedom. We are told to rejoice because
your names are written in heaven (Luke 10:20).
According to 1 Peter 2:9-10, each believeris a
Royal priest as God intended. We are chosen
to be a holy people as God’s instruments to do
His work and speak out for Him, that is to tell
others of the night-and-day difference He made
for you. Every repentant person who turns to
God receives the ministry of telling others.
God’s love is everlasting and it existed before
we were born and will exist after we have died.
Itis an eternal love in which we are embraced.
Now we enjoy the reflections of God’s eternal
love we enjoy in our temporal loves, for example
love of parents, siblings, family, friends,
teachers, fellow human beings etc. It should

sin-dominated decaying
world to an unimaginable world of peace and
Joy.

In order to relate with man, God became
man. Christ made it possible by His death and
resurrection for us to live a victorious life in this
world, and to inherit eternal life. We are to crucify
ourselves in order to be a friend of Jesus. We
end up as enemies of God, if we want our own
way, flirting with the world every chance we get.
We are called upon to have ourselves crucified
with Christ (Galatians 2:20) as our sinful nature
is crucified (Galatians 5:24), and we are
crucified to this world and its attractions
(Galatians 6:14). This means we have to take
our share in the abuse that Jesus endured. In
Hebrews 11:38, we notice that the world is not
worthy for us. We need to see with our spiritual
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eyes the joy of being a friend of Jesus (Hebrews
12:2). Always, we do have the freedom to sin
and serve evil. The degree to which we enjoy
this freedom is related to our growth in Christ
and submission to the guidance of the Holy
Spirit. Surely, we enjoy the total freedom to love
and serve.

At some time or another, we all crave and
demand a god who could do favours to us, the
one we could manipulate and manage for our
selfish needs. There is possibility to drift from
the God who is. This means we need to dig
deeper to know and stick with the one who is
the True God. “Know that the Lord is God” (Psalm
100:3; Psalm 139; Isaiah 6 & 53; Revelations
4). The most useful learning is to unlearn what
is untrue. Our call in Matthew 18:3-4 is to return
to learn from God afresh His thoughts and ways
as little children in the ‘nursery

he followed Christ. While we are not yet what
we will be, we are also no longer what we used
to be. During transfiguration, Jesus brought a
little bit of heaven on earth (Mark 9 & Luke 9).
The past prophets (Moses and Elijah), Jesus,
and the disciples entered into the brilliance of
glory - that is the future glory in order to
commune and communicate. (Itis implied that
we don’t have to worry about recognizing our
loved ones or those whom we have never met).
The secrecy of the Kingdom is that several
valuable truths cannot be understood now;
certain marvellous experiences will humble us,
for we do not have the vocabulary to explain.
Because of the serenity of the kingdom, they
felt good to be there. The disciples did not feel
inferior, being with Moses and Elijah. The
freedom of the kingdom is that everyone will
feel a sense of belonging.

of God’. Also train ourselves

Peter had the freedom to

to be godly (1 Timothy 4:7,8).
For this, one has to be humble
and teachable. We must be
willing to learn as God will
never push His ways on us.
We learn when we submit to
learn; when we submit, we will
have humility and trust in the
teacher. As we notice in John
8:31-32, we need to hold on
to the Word in order to enjoy

The Kingdom is not for
looking but for entering
and living. Certainly, it
requires a spiritual birth

(John 3:3). We must step

out from “our kingdom” to

enter into “God’s Kingdom”.

Our own kingship and rule
should give way to
His rule and reign.

speak up. They enjoyed
God’s standard. Jesus, of
course, is incomparable in the
Kingdom. The Son is the
radiance of God’s glory
(Hebrews 1:3), and Son took
His honoured place high in the
heavens. Now, we know only
what we have seen with our
eyes (1 John 1:1), and all of
us will be sharing the glory

the freedom, for the “truth

shall make us free”. Paul appeared to be
imprisoned (Acts.28:30-31), but was a free man
in Christ since there is no “locked-door” in the
Kingdom. A warning is that when we learn
without understanding, there will be possibility
for spiritual pride.

Jesus reminded the disciples to rejoice that
their names are written in Heaven, and that is
what matters in the end. The Kingdom is not
for looking but for entering and living. Certainly,
it requires a spiritual birth (John 3:3). We must
step out from “our kingdom” to enter into “God’s
Kingdom”. Our own kingship and rule should
give way to His rule and reign. God rules us in
love. We trust Him with our present and future.
What God does with our life is that He sets it
right. Choosing the Kingdom will ignite a fire in
us; we will no more be the same. Paul says in
Philippians 3:12-14 that he has not yet achieved
that kingdom life, but is running to lay hold of it.
Paul closely followed the kingdom life to
proclaim and challenge others to follow him as

mentioned in2 Cor. 3:18.

We are waiting for a day to be free of tears
and all fears. Our hope goes beyond the curtain
where Jesus is seated (Hebrews 6:17-20). Itis
an unbreakable spiritual life-line, reaching past
all appearances right to the very presence of
God where Jesus, running on ahead of us. He
has taken up His permanent post as high priest
for us in the order of Melchizedek. Sometimes,
our happiness is mingled with tears. But we
have an assurance that we will be delivered from
this sigh (Isaiah 35:10; Psalm.55:17; 90:9). Our
sighing is an indication of our helplessness. It
reminds us that some things are beyond us,
but we do not have to sigh any more. Jesus
entered the time-line of human history and
underwent every detail of our life in order to be
the solution to our deepest needs, so that He
could deliver us once and for all. We are aware
that nature itself is groaning to be liberated from
this bondage (Romans 8:19-21). He will wipe
away all tears (Revelations 21:4). God expects
our response to His provision in Christ. ]

Our sighing is
an indication

of our
helplessness.
It reminds us
that some
things are
beyond us, but
we do not have
to sigh any
more. Jesus
entered the
time-line of
human history
and underwent
every detail of
our life in order
to be the
solution to our
deepest needs,
so that He could
deliver us once
and for all.
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Wanted:
Spiritual Fathers & Mothers

in the CHURCH

“But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own children. So,
affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of
God, but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us. You are witnesses, and
God also, how devoutly and justly and blamelessly we behaved ourselves among you who
believe; as you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one of you, as a
father does his own children, that you would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own
kingdom and glory.” (1 Thessalonians 2:7-8, 10-12)

The above
passage describes

in great detail how :?.u..'.llr-:i w | sl |||rJ'. e i ol
Apostle Paul, [ttt
Silvanus and [ e, 4052

Timothy (see 1:1)
worked among the
new believers in
Thessalonica in
order to mature
them in Christ. Having explained their ministry
in negative terms (2:1-6), Paul then described
it positively (2:7—12). In contrast to the enemies’
accusations, Paul and his companions had
demonstrated their loving care for the

Thessalonians in the past.

The Greek word trogphos (meaning “nursing
mother”) is a tender and vivid picture of Paul
and his companion’s heart for the church. They
had given themselves wholeheartedly to the
Thessalonian believers just like a nursing
mother selflessly cares for her children. The
word “cherishes” further emphasizes the nursing
mother’s activity as well as her attitude. Like a
nursing mother cherishes her own children,
they had been gentle and unselfish in their
dealings with the new believers (v. 7). Since
these believers needed spiritual nursing and
care, they had carried on their ministry with all
the solicitude of a devoted mother with
tenderness and affection. Paul emphasizes the
extent of his love: he would have sacrificed his
own life for them if necessary!

Foa Douph gou bave ten Phouianm

12). As a father gives
wisdom and
counsel, Paul
exhorted them to live
a holy life and
encouraged them to
go onforthe Lord in
spite of persecu-
tions, and he
testified concerning
the blessedness of obedience to the will and
word of God.

Thus, through his writing Paul clearly
intended to convey a sense of tender affection
and loving care for his spiritual children, the
Thessalonians. In doing so, he showed a side
of spiritual leadership and nurture that Christian
leaders will do well to emulate today. Paul’'s
ministry was motivated by love, not by pride or
the desire for material gain. The goal of Paul’s
ministry was that the Thessalonians might walk
worthy of God who calls them into His own
kingdom and glory!

Young believers need spiritual fathers and
mothers in the church to lovingly nurture them
in the Lord. How important it is for us to be
good examples and role models before new
believers! Helping new believers at a crucial
stage in their faith is a labor of love that will
cause great rejoicing at our ultimate “family
reunion” in heaven. Let us strive to be spiritual
fathers and mothers as we mentor new
believers to grow and mature even “upto the

word.com Paul then refers to the father figure to sum  measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ”
up and justify their apostolic activities as they  (Eph. 4:13)
founded the church. Like a father who prepares “Let the elders who rule well be counted
his children for the events that lie ahead of  worthy of double honor, especially those who
them, they had comforted and encouraged the  labor in the word and doctrine”
believers to fulfill God’s call in their lives (v. 11- (1 Timothy 5:17). -
March 2020 8 Suvartha



Separation & Holiness

“Charm is deceptive and beaulty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the lord

“Every good and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of
the heavenly lights”. Whatever we have
in our life are, no doubt, gifts of the Lord.
With regards to cherishing the use of our
possessions in life, what matters are the
will of God and obedience of the word of
God. This article seeks to establish the
reasons behind the believers’
abstaining from wearing ornaments.
These days, believers tend to modernize
their appearance with moderate use of
ornaments. Is it biblical? What does the
scripture say about it? Our worldly life
changes fast in this developing world
with new products and resources, but
the standard of life in the spiritual
Kingdom which is renewed day by day
by the word of God, stands unchanged
for ever. In that context an effort is made
here to substantiate the Pentecostal
practice of “No ornaments, Please”.
Christians, saved and separated from
this corrupt generation must not fall from
grace, because wearing of ornaments
can lead to the following:

1. Pride of life.

2. The lust of eyes.

3. Unfocussed on the Lord.

4. Enticement.

At the same time, a child of God must
wear holy apparel and perpetual

is to be praised” (Proverbs 31:30).

z
¢
Li

Pastor Sebastian Joseph
Pollethai, Alleppey, Kerala

corrupted your wisdom because of your
splendor. So | threw you to the earth”
(Ezekiel 28:13,17). As a parallel on earth,
during their wilderness journey, the Lord
says to Israel: “You are a stiff- necked
people. If | were to go with you even for a
moment, | might destroy you. Now take
off your ornaments and | will decide what
to do with you” (Exodus 33:5-6). So Israel
stripped off their ornaments at Mount
Horeb. Ornaments caused them to sin
because of the pride of life associated
with these.

Isaiah prophesies against the
women of the Zion "as haughty walking
along with outstretched necks, full of
ornaments, flirting with their eyes" (Isaiah

is deceptive and beauty is fleeting; but a
woman who fears the lord is to be
praised” (Proverbs 31:30).

As Achan confessed: “when | saw in
the plunder a beautiful robe from
Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver
(approx. 2.1 kg) and a bar of gold
weighing fifty shekels (550 gms), |
coveted them and took them —” (Joshua
7:21). The adornment of women with
precious ornaments will entice people
and become cause for curse.

Now what shall we say about wearing
ornaments from the above? Should we
or shouldn’t we?

Everyone who got saved through faith
in Jesus Christ and has hope of eternal
life with Him in Heaven, need to wear
perpetual ornaments. What are these?
Isaiah, moved in the Spirit, declares: “/
delight greatly in the Lord; my soul
rejoices in my God. For He has clothed
me with garments of salvation and
arrayed me in a robe of his
righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns
his head like a priest and as a bride
adorns herself with her jewels (Isaiah
61:10). Saint Peter says that women
must adorn their inner self with an
unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet
sprit, approved of God. David in Psalm
29:2 calls upon the saints to

ornaments. What are these
adornments, necessary for the
entry to the Kingdom of God and
subsequent award of the
promised crown? How many
pearls and precious stones are
adorned on the award of golden

Our worldly life changes fast in this
developing world with new products and
resources, but the standard of life in the
spiritual Kingdom which is renewed
day by day by the word of God, stands

unchanged for ever.

"worship the Lord in the splendor
(of ornaments) of His holiness".
This splendor of holiness gives
you an angelic brightness of a
morning star as if you wore
ornaments of precious stones,
pure gold and diamonds.

crown in eternity? Will it

Finally, can you imagine the

compensate well for the
absence of ornaments in this worldly
life?

Behold a heavenly scene! The Holy
Spirit in Ezekiel speaks to Lucifer: “You
were in Eden, the garden of God, every
precious stone adorned you: carnelian
chrysolite and emerald , topaz, onyx and
jasper, lapis lazuli, turquoise and beryl.
Your settings and mountings were made
of gold; on the day you were created they
were prepared. Your heart became proud
on account of your beauty and you

3:16-24). The inevitable curses to befall
on them are made quite clear. So also
Ezekiel gives an account of the Lord’s
provisions which made His people
beautiful like a queen with splendid
ornaments and cloths (Ezekiel 16:8-15).
But the people trusted in their own beauty
and lust of eyes and forgot the Provider.

Solomon had a thousand women in
his palace who adorned themselves with
beautiful ornaments to charm him in
diverse styles. But he concludes: “Charm

beauty and charm of the crown
of reward which will be given to you in
heaven? According to the book of deeds,
your sacrificial works as a servant of the
Lord will be weighed and you will be
given such a crown in eternity that you
will shine more splendid than a morning
star with the Lord Jesus. Therefore, dear
brothers and sisters, which one do you
prefer - the perishable ornaments in this
mortal life or the imperishable and
splendid ornaments which will be
rewarded to you in eternity? ®
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Children's

The
train was
about to
arrive at
t h e
station.
There
were
hustle and bustle all around as people
were crowding with briefcases and bags
and a few salesmen rushing to board
the train to work. One of these
salesmen in his hurry, carelessly
kicked over a table which held a display
of apples. Apples rolled everywhere.
Without stopping or looking back all
ran to board the train. But one of the
salesmen named Roy didn’t board the
train along with his fellow salesmen.
He saw what happened and felt sorry
for the girl whose apple stand had been
overturned.

Roy went to the girl. He looked at
her and he felt sorry for her even more.
This girl was totally blind! She was

"Let the little children come
to me and do not hinder them"

"Are You Jesus?"

softly crying, tears running down her
cheeks in frustration, and at the same
time she was helplessly searching for
the spilled apples as the crowd ran
about her, no one stopping and no one
caring about her plight. Roy knelt on
the floor with her, gathered up the
apples, put them into the baskets and
helped set the table up once more. As
he did this, he noticed that many of
the apples had become battered and
bruised; these he set aside in another
basket. When he had finished, he
pulled out his wallet and said to the

Juby Anoop, UK

girl, “Here, please take this
Rs. 200 for the damage that
we did. Are you okay?”

She nodded through her
tears. As the salesman
started to walk away, the
blind girl called out to Roy,
“Hullo, Sir’. Roy paused and
turned to look back into those
blind eyes. She continued, “Are you
Jesus?”

He stopped in mid-stride and he
wondered. This question continued to
ring in his hears every time he came
to the station. Roy's graceful action
helped the blind girl to see the love of
Jesus in him.

Dear children, we may be rushing
about in our daily busy schedules but
please stop for a moment and help the
needy. That's what Jesus wants. The
Bible says: “Let your light shine before
others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your Father in
heaven” (Matthew 5:16). )

= DO3=00

| have sword

to David

Why did you give food & sword

AT
el l 3

4« faithful man
)t 2y

| came without weapon

David is a

| saw David talking
with Ahimalech

2

~

David got away went to

Ramah to see Samuel

and told him what
Saul has done
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Scenes from Aurangabad District of IPC Maharashtra

Pr. K.J. Varghese preaching Pr. Denny Philip

Br. John Varghese preaching in
' — a Sunday School Seminar.
Praylng for the under construction church hall of CIDCO IPC Sis. Jerin Varghese translating
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From a Sunday School Semlna

Pastors with care takers
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Scenes from Ratnagiri Dist. of IPC Maharashtra

Pr. P. Joy Pr Santhosh Samuel Pr. P.U. Benny Br. Varghese Kollakompil
= - I i

Team members at Ratnagiri Railway Station

Scenes from Parathwada Dlst. of IPC Maharashtra

Poposed land for chlfréh 'buildig




Scenes from IPC Pune District

Sunday school in a slum area
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PRAY FOR IPC MAHARASHTRA STATE

Nandurbar Bhandara Gondia

Mg:;lmb‘ai
Suburban

Chandrapur

# 376 Churches

® 376 Pastors

® 370 Outstations

#» 152 Prayer Cells

# 42 House churches

#» Upcoming Church buildings and parsonages
# Hebron Bible College

# Suvartha Publications

® Tracts & Literature Minisiry

FOR # 28 Primary Schools and Balwadies in the Villages

Scenes from IPC Yavatmal District of IPC Maharashtra

UL
Pr. Stanley Alex, Lucknow Pr. Ajeesh Mathew
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Importance of Sunday School
ministry in local church

A study was conducted on a sample
of 508 “highly engaged” Christian
parents who had at least one child aged
6 to 12 years. Fifty-eight percent of those
surveyed said children’s programs in the
church was the “primary reason” for their
church choice. It was further found that
children who were most active in church
tended to engage with the Bible outside
of church, attend church activities other
than Sunday worship and pray together
as a family. They also were about twice
as likely to engage in outreach activities
and volunteerism.

The survey defined “highly enaged”
Christians as those who believe in the
following tenets of faith:

1. “Bible is the inspired Word of God
and contains truth about the world”

2. “Jesus Christ was crucified and
raised from the dead to conquer sin and
death”

3. “They desire to pass faith on to
their child”

Although the study was conducted in
an American context, the findings are
relevant for all Christian churches. They
show the immense importance of the
Sunday School Ministry and other
childen’s activities in local churches. So,
Sunday School teachers, do not lose
heart. Your efforts are not in vain!

The future of Iragi Christians?

Church leaders are concerned for
Christianity's Future in Iraq - Will there
still be a Christian community in 20507
Father Nadheer Dako, the priest of St.
Joseph’s parish in Baghdad, says:
“Christian families are choosing to leave
the country that they say is becoming a
‘land of militias’”. His church once
boasted of some 5,000 families. Today,
the church membership is about 150.
Father Dako adds that much of Baghdad
has declined, including its educational
system. It is estimated that the Christian
population in Iraq has fallen from 1.5
million to about 250,000. A leader
commnted: “We are all over the world,

not because of our choice, but because
we were forced to flee. The challenge is
tremendous. The infrastructure of the
country has been ruined and people
want a better future, not so much for
themselves but for their children”

Let us keep that country in our
prayers.

Brazil's President:
'Brazil Belongs to God'!

Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro
made a surprise visit at a conference
event in Sao Paulo, saying that he
“pbelieves in Jesus as his savior and that
Brazil belongs to God”. His faith was
strengthened during his presidential
campaign and after he was nearly killed
in an assassination attempt. He said:
“Doctors who attended to me said that
for every 100 people who got the
stabbings of the kind | endured, only one
person survives. So, | am a survivor and
owe my life to God. It was His will for me
to live”. As the 38th Brazilian president,
Bolsonaro campaigned to make Judeo-
Christian principles a high value in his
administration. His motto has been
“Brazil above everything, God above all”.

Bolsonaro’s appearance at the
conference livened the huge crowd of
140,000 people. Reports say that
thousands of people became believers
in Jesus and many enrolled to bring
revival to their schools and to give help
for orphans. Almost 200 revival speakers
preached from the stage. They noted:

“What is happening today in Brazil
impacts all the nations of the world. The
hungriest nation is nhow committing to
the Great Commission in a new level of
obedience”. One of the speakers,
Christine Caine left in awe declaring: “My
biggest takeaway from being in Brazil is
that | don’t believe God enough. | dream
too small. | expect too little. | rationalize
too much. I've decided to press in for
more. Dig deeper for more. Pray fervently
for more. My faith has been stretched and
I love it!”

British Convention centers
cancel Graham's meetings!

Evangelist Franklin Graham is
scheduled to preach in eight United
Kingdom cities between May 30 and Oct.
4 but doesn’t have a place to speak due
to a series of cancellations. The
convention centers that were set to host
Graham have dropped him under
pressure from activists who are opposed
to his views on marriage and sexuality.
Graham’s views are biblical, but the
activists are generally opposed to the
gospel. Graham writes: “Opposition to
the Gospel shouldn’t really surprise us.
Jesus warned that it would come. | DO
preach the TRUTH of the Gospel’.

The Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association says the tour will go on,
despite Franklin Graham being banned
from specific locations. °
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MATRIMONIAL

Syrian Christian Pentecostal (IPC)
Parents from Central Travancore,
settled in Navi Mumbai, invites
suitable proposal for their Spiritual,
Homely Daughter B/B in Mumbai
(DOB: 13/3/1995, 160cm, Slim &
Fair) BE, working in an IT Firm in
Navi Mumbai from Parents of well
employed Pentecostal Boys upto 28
years (BE/B.Tech/PG/MBA
(Regular)/Professionals) from
Mumbai/Bangalore/Abroad (Family
Visa holders only)

Contact : 9833047820
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Scenes from Hebron Bible College

Y

Praying for graduates

Students with teachers and care takers

Scenes from Kohlapur District Youth Camp

Pr. Shaji Mohammad preaching Pr. Santhosh Joseph preaching
Br. Biju Thomas translating Br. Jaison Varghese translating

Distributing prizes to winners
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Scenes from Yavatmal District of IPC Maharashtra
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Under construction church hall at Kalmehwar, Nagpur church hall at Yavatmal
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IPC Ramwadi Church Hall, Solapur
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