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God promises:
Never to leave or forsake us!

"Just as | was with Moses, so | will be with you.
I will not leave you or forsake you" (Joshua 1:5).

| have made it a practice every morning as
soon as | wake up, to wait until | hear something
from God for that day. God has been gracious.
Most of the days, | do hear Him as He puts a
thought, a phrase or a prayer in my heart. On
one morning as | was waiting, He put this
sentence in to my mind: I will never forsake
you or leave you'.

| looked up this verse in my Bible App; | was
astonished. That sentence
comes in slightly different

his battles. During the time when he exiled
himself to the Sinai desert leaving the comforts
of the Egyptian court and became a shepherd,
the Lord was still with him and never forsook
him. That was true even when he had to lead
for 40 years a rebellious bunch of former slaves
too.

Moses passes over a truth that he learned
from the harsh experience of life to the people
ready to take possession of
the promised land.

Dr. Paulson
Pulikottil is the
Senior Pastor of
the Community
of the
Redeemed
(CORe)
www.coreindia.org,
Pune, India. He

has been on the
faculty of many
Bible colleges

In the second occurrence
the speaker is God
addressing Joshua. He is
going to take the people
across the Jordan. He has to
lead them in battles to take
possession of the promised
land. In Joshua 1:5 he repeats
the same words with a slight
modification with an
additional piece of
information. God adds, ‘Just

forms in four places in the
Bible! So, | decided to study
all its occurrences. So, here
is what | found.

The first occurrence was
in Deuteronomy 31:6. Moses
encourages the people who
are about to enter the
promised land that their God
‘will not leave you or forsake
you’. In verses 1-5 he has
narrated the story of God’s

Joshua has
witnessed Moses’s
epic life. How he
handled difficulties in
his life. He knows the
secret of Moses'’s
success; God was
with him. Now, he
has reason to believe
in the assurance that
God gives him. Just

in India and
abroad.

leading of them and the
victory He has giventhem in
the past. Then comes this
aphorism: ‘He will not leave
you or forsake you’.

Moses might have drawn
this truth from his own
experience of life. As a little

as God was with
Moses, He will be
with him as well as
he takes up the
challenge to lead the
people to conquer
the land.

as | was with Moses’. The
complete sentence reads:
‘Just as | was with Moses, so
I will be with you. I will not
leave you or forsake you’
(Joshua 1:5).

Joshua has witnessed
Moses’s epic life. How he

baby his mother left him in a
small box among the reeds
in the Nile river. A hippo might have tipped the
box over or a crocodile might have swallowed
the baby for lunch. But he was safe until the
Pharaoh’s daughter found him and adapted him.
Though his sister Miriam was watching him from
a distance, it was God who took care of him.
In his attempts to combat the Egyptians who
beat up his fellow country men who were slaves
in Egypt, this was true. God was with him in

handled difficulties in his life.
He knows the secret of
Moses’s success; God was with him. Now, he
has reason to believe in the assurance that God
gives him. Just as God was with Moses, He
will be with him as well as he takes up the
challenge to lead the people to conquer the land.

| also found a third occurrence of this
assurance in David’s words to his son Solomon
(1 Chronicles 28:20). David is handing over the
kingdom to Solomon with the instruction to build

Moses passes
over a truth that
he learned from
the harsh
experience of
life to the people
ready to take
possession

of the

promised land.
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Many times

his life was in
peril. However,
God was with
him throughout.
He had learned
that lesson.

He is passing it
over to his son,
that the same
God who guided
him will guide
his son in

the mammoth
task of building
the temple

of the Lord.

the temple. He has consolidated an empire,
planned the details of the Temple worship and
collected the material for the construction of
the temple. ‘Then David said to Solomon his
son, “Be strong and courageous and do it. Do

is in Hebrews 13:5. ‘Keep your life free from
love of money, and be content with what you
have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor
forsake you”.” This is unique.

The Hebrew Christians addressed here have

not be afraid and do not be
dismayed, for the Lord God,
even my God, is with you. He
will not leave you or forsake
you, until all the work for the
service of the house of
the Lord isfinished’.

Itis remarkable that David
relates this truth of God’s
abiding presence and leading
to another truth. That is the
God he is talking about is the
‘Lord God, even my God’. He
has drawn this truth from his
personal experience of God
who never left him in his times
of trouble.

He has been a fugitive
king. Saul the king and his
father-in-law chased him all
around the Judaean hill
country. Many times his life
was in peril. However, God
was with him throughout. He
had learned that lesson. He

The Hebrew Christians
addressed here have
gone through so much of
trouble. They had lost
their property. The writer
encourages them in such
situations to cling on to
this promise so that they
can overcome the
temptation to love money.
God will never leave or
forsake us when we don't
have enough to go
around. Even in such
trying circumstances He
will be with us.

gone through so much of
trouble. They had lost their
property. They have been
through harassments and
imprisonments. Their
circumstances have driven
them to yearn for some
comforts that money can buy.
It is usual in such austere
circumstances to want some
financial security.

The writer encourages
them in such situations to
cling on to this promise so
that they can overcome the
temptation to love money.
God will never leave or forsake
us when we don’t have
enough to goaround. Evenin
such trying circumstances
He will be with us.

Faced with challenges
that you think are
unsurmountable? Lack
courage tomove on? Thinking

is passing it over to his son, that the same God
who guided him will guide his son in the
mammoth task of building the temple of the
Lord.

Finally, | stumbled upon another occurrence
of this statement in the New Testament. That

that the task ahead is impossible? Feeling
disappointed that you don’t have enough in your
wallet for another day? Rise up and lift your
head with the confidence in God’s promise that
He will never leave or forsake us when
circumstances turn hostile. =

\.

N

Quotable Quotes

** “Don’t shine so others can see you.
Shine so that through you, others can see Him”
**“| believe in Christ like | believe in the sun. Not because | can see it,

but by it, | can see everything else”
** “God always allows us to feel the frailty of human love
so we’'ll appreciate the strength of His”
**“No man knows how bad he is till he has tried very hard to be good”
| am sure that God keeps no man waiting unless He sees
that it is good for him to wait”

** “There are far better things ahead than any we leave behind.

*k
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The Dignity Of
Life And Ministry

"For as you well know, we never came with words of flattery nor with a pretext
for greed - God is our witness - nor did we seek glory and honor from people,

neither from you nor from anyone else, though as apostles of Christ we had
the power to assert our authority” (1 Thesselonians 2:5-6 - AMP)

Since we all have been called for a better
plan and a glorious destination, our life must
be distinctive and well constructed in the sight
of Almighty and in the church of the living God.
This ultra-modern era has the super forces to
deviate us from godly life and place us in
unwanted avenues. Even ministers, too, getinto

with a pretext for greed', ‘nor seeking honor and
glory from men’, 'though we had power of
authority' (Amplified Bible). In other epistles too
we see similar words. So itis very obvious that
Paul and his companions always put their heart
to maintain their noble position in their behavior.
Inorder to preserve this dignity, they were ready

the deceptive tendencies
which are mockeries or
reproachable. As we
approach our splendid City,
these forces amass all
possibilities to disgrace more
God’s people into lust of
money and fame. Many have
already become prey to this
tactical schemes of devil. He
again looks more to join in his
alluring ways. Be watchful!

In order to develop a noble
behavior, everyone must be
devoted to the Word of God
and be rooted in it. Such
people can go ahead in a
unique manner to keep
themselves from the attractive
but destructive offers of the
prince of this world. Today the
power of money has pulled
down many from God’s better
purpose into inferior paths.
Here we need to put our

It is very obvious that
Paul and his
companions always put
their heart to maintain
their noble position in
their behavior. In order to
preserve this dignity, they
were ready to abandon
anything which came
against their spiritual
views. Today, people are
more self centered and
move with greedy
motives across the
world. They use flattery
to gratify their desires
and to get people’s
attention and sympathy.

to abandon anything which
came against their spiritual
views.

Today, people are more
self centered and move with
greedy motives across the
world. They use flattery to
gratify their desires and to get
people’s attention and
sympathy. By using this
method, they achieve their
personal selfish motives. In
spiritual realm too one can
observe this factor evidently.
Eventually such concealed
approaches become
exposed and the name of the
Lord is ridiculed by others.
St. Paul, with a noted
confidence. stated the nature
of their behavior and
character in his writings. In
order to achieve the Lord’s
appreciation, there are many
areas to be taken into

attention to what apostle Paul records in his
first letter to Thessalonians (ch. 2:5 onwards).
We will just look at only certain terms to
understand his attitude. There are a few
remarkable words Paul used to describe the
character of their life as well as ministry. These

’

are: 'we never resorted to words of flattery’, ‘not

account. Often we are concerned about our
popularity. Nevertheless, we need to take care
of our character and behavior, then reputation
will follow. God promised to Abraham, “.... |WILL
MAKE YOUR NAME GREAT..” (Genesis 12:2).
Abraham just agreed with this promise and
never tried to make his name great and famous

Pastor Shibu
Joseph

In order to
achieve the
Lord’s
appreciation,
there are many
areas to be
taken into
account. Often
we are
concerned about
our popularity.
Nevertheless,
we need to take
care of our
character and
behavior, then
reputation will
follow.

March 2021

Suvartha



Spiritually also
we need to be
careful in our
behavior in the
community like
personal prayer,
transparent

life, good
conscience,
outstanding
knowledge of
God, noble
thoughts, etc.
Anointing of the
SPIRIT and
exercise of
charismatic gifts
definitely cherish
the spiritual
factors in our
life.

"Christians don’t tell lies they just go to church and sing them"
"l can safely say, on the authority of all that is revealed in the Word of God, that any man
or woman on this earth who is bored and turned off by worship is not ready for heaven™

in his own ways. The Lord in the right time did
it. Sadly, we witness just the contrary attitude
now.

PATTERN OF DIGNITY:

When someone wants to keep up the dignity
of the life and ministry he or she must take
care of personal and spiritual factors as well,
like personal relations, intra-personal relation
and self control in various areas of life in wealth,
position, personal hygiene, purity in affairs,
honesty, humility, simplicity, etc. Spiritually also
we need to be careful, our behavior in the
community, personal prayer, transparent life,
good conscience,
outstanding knowledge of

that we are counted as “fellow workers” (1
Corinthians 3:9) with God. This fact is the result
of the divine grace. It is really impressive and
reminds us about the responsible obligations
and standard of our position, privilege and work.
So the sense of dignity is more valuable than
any other factors. This definitely exhibits the
dignity of life and ministry. This assuredly
enables us to keep up with perfect harmony
with God and men as well.

The excellent understanding of our dignity
is well stated by JESUS in His most renowned
high priestly prayer. Jesus said, “l have given to
them glory and honor which You have given
Me....” (John 17:22). This remarkable truth

makes us to keep the strong
relation with our Saviour.

God, noble thoughts, etc.

Jesus in His oration, reminds

Anointing of the SPIRIT and
exercise of charismatic gifts
definitely cherish the spiritual
factors in our life. The fruit of
the Spirit will certainly bring
out the good exposure of life
before the world. In
2 Corinthians Paul again
states that, they have
renounced disgraceful ways
and never used crafty
approach with no adulteration
or dishonest handling of the
Word (2 Corinthians 2:2).
Moreover, they are
transparent in life before God
and the sight of every one.
Apostle Paul was very
much particular in ministry

Christian ministers
must diligently live a
godly life and maintain
the dignity of their
endowed ministry
distinctively, by which
the name of our Lord
will be glorified and
magnified. The life we
have and ministry
entrusted are the gift
of our Lord and to
which God by His
divine grace has given
honour and glory as
the endowment to
maintain the dignity of
our life and ministry.

the disciples regarding their
most intimate affinity with the
picture of vine and branches
(15:1-5) This too elevates our
dignified standing in life. In
fact our dignity and reputation
are built up on this
mysterious union with Christ.

Today the whole world is
under the authority of evil
powers such as greed,
selfishness, self love, pride,
egoism, corruption,
favouritism, bribery, etc. Even
some of these elements can
be visible in the spiritual
realm. Therefore Christian
ministers must diligently live
a godly life and maintain the

and life relations throughout

dignity of their endowed

his life. His outlook of the
world and church is very
much worthy of appreciation. He used to
challenge others to follow. This has been vividly
documented in his various writings. The dignity
of ministry is well connected to our family and
social life. If we are having broken relations we
are surely loosing our dignity of the service we
are doing.

The most significant aspect of ministry is

ministry distinctively, by

which the name of our Lord

will be glorified and magnified. The life we have

and ministry entrusted are the gift of our Lord

and to which God by His divine grace has given

honour and glory as the endowment to maintain

the dignity of our life and ministry. Let us

therefore stand faithfully and sincerely to serve
the Lord.

Our Lord is coming! |

Quotes from Rev. A.W.

Tozer
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Meditations from

We are RESPONSIBLE to
PRAY for our LEADERS!

“Therefore, | exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks
be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of
God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
(1 Timothy 2:1-4)

"1 Timothy"
- TWO -

Y
PRAYER FOR OUR

LEADERS & NATIONS

Prayer moves the hand that governs the
world. Prayer is both a privilege and an
obligation: it is a privilege for us to have audience
with the Aimighty God, and it is an obligation
for we are debtors to all with reference to the
good news of salvation (Romans 1:14). Apostle
Paul lists four aspects of prayer—supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks,
which the Believer's Bible Commentary has
distinguished as follows:

* Supplication is the earnest pleading of
specific requests and needs.

* Prayers cover all kinds of our reverent
approaches to God.

* Intercessions are those forms of petition
in which we address God on behalf of others.

* Giving of thanks describes prayer in which
we rehearse the grace and kindness of our Lord,
and pour out our hearts in gratitude to Him.

Thus, we should be humble, worshipful,
trustful, and thankful when we pray. In the above
passage, in particular Apostle Paul is exhorting
his spiritual son Timothy that he is responsible
to pray for his leaders — whether political,
government, spiritual, work-related, etc. —
anyone who is an authority figure. The reasons
for that are because authorities are ordained of
God (Romans 13:1), and they are ministers of
God to us for good (Romans 13:4).

This instruction takes special meaning when
we remember that Apostle Paul wrote this letter
in the days of Nero. The terrible persecutions
which were inflicted on the Christians by this
wicked ruler did not affect the fact that
Christians should pray for their government
leaders. The reason Apostle Paul gives is that
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and reverence (v. 2).

It is for our own good that our government
should be stable and that the country be
preserved from revolution, civil war, turmoil, and
anarchy. We must pray for those who are in
authority over us if we wish to reap the benefits
of good government, which is a prized gift from
God for the church’s welfare and advancement
of the gospel. This prayer is good and
acceptable in the sight of God as well (v. 3).

To influence our leaders for God, we need
to intercede on their behalf before God. God is
the ultimate Sovereign. He is in control, and
our prayers affect decisions at the highest level.
God hears the prayers of the righteous (Proverbs
15:29), and God will turn the leader’s heart as
He wishes as an answer to our prayers, as we
read in Proverbs 21:1: “The king’s heart is in
the hand of the Lord, like the rivers of water;
He turns it wherever He wishes”.

Dr. Shibu
Cherian

MS, MBA,
D.Min., Ph.D.

is the Pastor

of Carolinas
Christian
Assembly in
Matthews, NC
that serves all
Asian Indians in
and around the
Charlotte area.
He is also the
President of
United in the
WORD
Ministries, Inc.
He is a certified
Clinical Chaplain,
a Bible Teacher
and a Premarital
Counselor.

Visit his ministry
website @ http://
www.unitedinthe
word.com
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Continuing
the New Series of
Bible Study

Dr. C.P.
Varghese
Paduthottu

is the Founder
& President of
Peniel Bible
Seminary,
Peniel
Children’s
Home & Peniel
Academy,
Keezhillam,
Kerala.

Abraham and
other saints of
the Old
Testament knew
in their spirit that
there is another
land, another
city that is out
of this world.
That is part of
the inheritance
God has for

His people.

"Incredible Inheritance''!
1 Peter 1:4-5

Peter the apostle of hope encourages these
suffering saints by elaborating on the living hope.
These believers are facing so much trials and
persecutions. They are pilgrims and aliens in
this world, without permanent residence here.
But Peter is writing that you are born again,
born from above, from heaven. There is your
richest father and ever-living elder brother who
has given you the living hope. In that living hope
you and | have an incredible inheritance.

Inheritance.

An inheritance is a portion or heritage one
gets usually from
his or her family by

of Israel taking possession of the land of
Canaan or Palestine. But Abraham and other
saints of the Old Testament knew in their spirit
that there is another land, another city that is
out of this world. That is part of the inheritance
God has for His people. That is why Abraham
lived as an alien in the land of promise, asin a
foreign land dwelling in tents with Isaac and
Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise. He
was looking for that city which has foundations,
whose architect and builder is God (see
Hebrews 11:9-10).

Jesus Christ inherits all things. God the
Father appointed God the Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ, the heir of all
things (see

virtue of being born
in that family. The
teaching
concerning
inheritance is
significant in the
Old Testament and

Jesus Christ inherits all things. God
the Father appointed God the Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ, the heir of all things

(see Hebrews 1:2). Any one who has
the legal relationship and right to inherit
the possessions is an heir.

Hebrews 1:2). Any
one who has the
legal relationship
and right to inherit
the possessions is
an heir. Jesus
Christ is seated at

New Testament.
Most of the
references of inheritance in the Old Testament
have to do with the covenant and promise God
made with Abraham (see Genesis 12:7; 13:14-
15; Exodus 32:13). It has to do with the children

the right hand of the
Father. He is far
above any ruler or authority or leader or power,
or anything else, not only in this world and in
this age, but also in the world and ages to come.
(see Ephesians 1:20-23). Thus Jesus Christ
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inherits all things. The New Testament speaks
of Jesus being the only begotten son (see John
3:16) meaning one of a kind. The New
Testament also speaks of Jesus Christ being
the first born son (see Psalm 89:27; Hebrews
1:6). The Holy Bible speaks of Jesus Christ as
the eternal Son of the eternal Father without
beginning and end (see John1:1-3, Colosians
1:15-17). He was before all things and all things
are created by Him and for Him. So when we
read that He is the first born of all creation, itis
talking about the fact that Jesus Christ is before
anything else with the Father positionly. The
Greek word
‘prototokos’ speaks

Four Aspects of our Inheritance.

Let us look at the four aspects Apostle Peter
declares of our inheritance in 1Peter 1:4:

(1) Our Inheritance is 'Incorruptible’.
Everything on earth is in the process of falling
apart, rusting, roting and decaying. In contrast
to that our inheritance will not corrupt. Just like
we are born again by the incorruptible seed. It
cannot be decayed by anyone on anything.

(2) Our Inheritance is 'Undefiled’. 1t will not
be affected by anything impure. It is clean and
holy, because it comes to us from a Holy God

in whom there is no

impurity.

of the preexistence,
preeminence, and
priority of Jesus
Christ. Before the
foundation of the
world the triune God
decreed to bring
many children into
glory through the
redemptive work of

The Greek word ‘prototokos’ speaks of the (3)
preexistence, preeminence, and priority of
Jesus Christ. Before the foundation of the
world the triune God decreed to bring many
children into glory through the redemptive
work of Christ on the cross of calvary. Thus
the only begotten Son is the elder brother of
all those who are born again. So Jesus
Christ is the first heir.

Our
Inheritance 'Does
Not Fade Away'. It
is hard for us
humans to imagine
unfading
inheritance. Sooner
or later what we are
used to here on
earth will fade away.

Christ on the cross
of calvary. Thus the
only begotten son is the elder brother of all those
who are born again. So Jesus Christ is the first
heir.

God has Promised Inheritance for every child
of God. Since we are His children we are heirs
of God. God promises in His holy word that we
are not only heirs of God, we are fellow heirs
with our elder brother, the Lord Jesus Christ
(see Romans 8:17). Our inheritance is granted
by the Father, gained by the Son, and
guaranteed by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit
is God’s guarantee that He will give us everything
He promised (see Ephesians 1:14).

Apostle Paul and
Peter write about
crowns that fade away and crowns that do not
fade (see 1 Corinthians 9:25; 1 Peter 5:4).

(4) Our inheritance is 'Reserved in Heaven'.
Our inheritance is out of this fallen world. Itisin
heaven. Who is able to steal it from heaven?
The writer of the Book of Hebrews says that it
is an everlasting inheritance (Hebrews 9:15).

When we think of the glory that is to be
revealed, the sufferings, troubles, sorrows and
tears that we go through is not worth being
compared (see Romans 8:18). Be encouraged,
child of God, the best is yet to come!

Hallelujah! -

God has
Promised
Inheritance for
every child of
God. Since we
are His children
we are heirs of
God. God
promises in His
holy word that we
are not only heirs
of God, we are
fellow heirs with
our elder brother,
the Lord Jesus
Christ (see
Romans 8:17).
Our inheritance
is granted by the
Father, gained by
the Son, and
guaranteed by
the Holy Spirit.

(

Quotable Quotes from Rev. Billy Graham

.

**"You can be born in a garage, but that doesn’t make you an automobile. You can be
born in a Christian home, but that doesn’t make you a Christian"
**"In the Bible God speaks to us; in prayer we speak to God. Both are essential”
***"Living the Christian life means striving for holiness"
** "We aren’t only called to become Christians; we are called to be Christians"
**"The Christian’s journey through life isn’t a sprint but a marathon"
** "Every time | read the Bible, any part of the Bible - | don’t care where | open up -
it speaks to me. It’s a living book"
**"Time is the dressing room of eternity. In the few fleeting days of life on this planet
we are given the opportunity to prepare for eternity™
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A 'triad’ of sins!

"Blessed is the man, Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful” (Psalm 1:1)
"Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, have run greedily in the error of Balaam
for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah" (Jude 11)

Triads abound in the Bible. The very
God we worship is described as the
Holy Trinity, comprising Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. Even the Book of
Psalms begins with a description of
the characteristics of a “blessed man”.
We read: "Blessed is the man who
walks not in the counsel of the
ungodly, nor stands in the path of
sinners, nor sits in the seat of the
scomnful” (Psalm 1:1). On the contrary,
Jude lists a trio of accursed people:
"Woe to them! For they have gone in
the way of Cain, have run greedily in
the error of Balaam for profit, and
perished in the rebellion of Korah"
(Jude v.11). Are the sins committed by
these 3 persons in direct contravention
to the requirements of Psalm 1:1,
which led to a curse being pronounced
upon them?

A. Walking in the counsel of
the ungodly:

Cain was the first child born to
Adam and Eve, after they were driven
out of the garden of Eden by God, as
a punishment for their disobedience
(Genesis 4:1). As he and his younger
brother Abel grew up, it is likely that
their parents narrated to them about
their time in Eden, beginning their day
by communing with God, walking in
the cool of the day (Genesis 3:8a).
When the children are older, they
establish their professions: Abel as
shepherd and Cain as a farmer
(Genesis 4:2). One day, both brothers
come to worship the Lord: Cain brings
some farm produce that likely rotted

Aneka Paul, MSW
Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai

N\ J

over the passage of time, while Abel
offers a more excellent sacrifice by
bringing the first and best of his flock
(Genesis 4:3-5, Hebrews 11:4). In spite
of God’s warning, Cain allows sin to
overpower him, and slays his younger
brother in afit of jealousy (Genesis 4:6-
8), and is condemned by God to live
as a fugitive upon the earth (Genesis
4:11-12). Thus we see that Cain
allowed sin and its desire to take root
in his life, bringing forth death (James
1:14-15): he fell prey to the advice of
the adversary to murder his righteous
brother, and consequently became a
possession of the wicked one (1 John
3:12).

Following in the footsteps of his
ancestor was another elder brother:
Esau. As firstborn of the twins of Isaac
and Rebekah, Esau stood to inherit the
greater and better share of his father’s
spiritual and material blessings
(Genesis 25:25-26). Esau grows up to
be a skilful hunter, always outdoors
(Genesis 25:27). However, one day he

comes home from the field exhausted,
perhaps unable to have caught any
game. At this time, Jacob has just
finished preparing a pot of red stew,
and famished Esau requests for some.
Cunning Jacob, who has always being
eyeing his brother’s birthright as the
firstborn, tricks Esau into swearing it
away in exchange for a bowl of stew.
Esau, who thinks that he could easily
die of hunger, prioritizes the bowl of
stew over the blessing from the Lord —
his own birthright (Genesis 25:29-34).
Later, when his brother Jacob tricks
their aged father Isaac into blessing
him abundantly, Esau is left with
nothing, in spite of his bitter tears of
regret (Genesis 27:30-38). For his
distrust in God, Esau is labelled as a
profane (godless) person (Hebrews
12:16), and earns the ignominy of
being named by the Lord as a person
He hates (Malachi 1:2-3, Romans
9:13).

The temptation to sin lies at our
door too; with our adversary — the Devil
— always prowling around us like a
roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8). Will we
succumb and listen to his ungodly
counsel?

B. Standing in the way that
sinners take (NIV):

Balaam was a soothsayer well-
renowned for speaking the oracles of
God, but turned out to be a man who
loved the wages of unrighteousness
(2 Peter 2:15). His story is described
in the book ofNumbers from chapter
22 to 24. He is sought out by Balak,
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king of Moab, to curse the Israelites
to defeat and failure — and Balaam’s
initial hesitation to do so (upon strict
instruction from the Lord Himself), is
won over by the lure of money. Yet,
even though Balaam tries to prophesy
against Israel four times, the Lord
changes his curse into a blessing each
time (Deuteronomy 23:5, Joshua 24:9-
10, Nehemiah 13:2). Determined to
overthrow the Israelites and therefore
earn his hire, Balaam advises Balak
to cast a stumbling block before them:
to cause them to defile themselves and
trespass against the Lord by eating
food sacrificed to idols and committing
sexual immorality (Revelation 2:14,
Numbers 31:16), resulting in a plague
which Kkilled 24,000 Israelites
(Numbers 25). Balaam ultimately dies
a violent death, as punishment for his
sin (Numbers 31:8, Joshua 13:22).
Another person whose greed
brought upon a crushing defeat for
Israel, was Achan (Joshua
22:20). When setting out to

presence is no longer with them
(Joshua 7:7-12). The very next day,
Joshua institutes a search to find the
sinner in their midst, identifies Achan,
then after obtaining his confession and
finding evidence of his misdeed, has
him, his family, and all his belongings
killed by stoning and utterly burned
with fire (Joshua 7:16-26). Itis only after
this, that Israel has victory over Ai.

We too have ample opportunities
to follow in the way of those who love
unrighteous mammon, but God warns
us that we can only serve one master
(Matthew 6:24, Luke 16:13). Who will
we choose?

C. Sitting in the company of
mockers (NIV):

Korah, a Levite, gathers together
with Dathan, Abiram, On, and 250
leaders of the congregation of Israel,
to rebel against the leadership and

were offering strange incense before
Him (Numbers 16:1-35; 26:10). Thus
was the fate of the company of people
who planned together to contend with
the Lord, and mock and humiliate His
chosen representative.

Absalom is also an example of a
man who plotted against and tried to
overthrow God’s anointed: his own
father, King David. Absalom was
David’s third son, borne to him by
Maachah, princess of Geshur (2
Samuel 3:3). Discontent that their
father King David did not punish his
oldest step-brother Amnon for raping
his sister Tamar, Absalom takes the
law into his own hands, and has Amnon
murdered (2 Samuel 13:27-29). Fearing
punishment and death, Absalom then
flees to take refuge with his maternal
grandfather, the king of Geshur, for
three years (2 Samuel 13:37-38). Later,
he is brought back at the request of
King David’s army commander, Joab
(2 Samuel 14:21-24), and
reunited with father, King

destroy the city of Jericho,
Joshua issues strict
instructions to the people of
Israel that: only Rahab and
her family are to be spared,
all valuables of gold, silver,
bronze and iron are to be
consecrated to the Lord,

As people called by the name of the Lord,
will we choose to separate ourselves from
the assembly of rebels and mockers

and their futile plots and merriment

or will we walk according to our own

ungodly desires?

David, who forgives him (2

Samuel 14:33). Yet,
Absalom ispuffed up
enough to commit

treasonagainst his father the
king,by lying to win over the
hearts of his subjects (2
Samuel 15:2-6), devising

and everything else is to be
wholly destroyed (Joshua
6:17-19). While the rest of the people
keep themselves from the accursed
things in accordance with Joshua’s
command (Joshua 6:24), one man —
Achan —covets some gold, silver and
ornamental clothing, steals it for
himself, and hides it under his tent
(Joshua 7:1, 21). Unaware of this,
Joshua sends out a small team of
about 3,000 soldiers to fight against
the not-much-populated city of Ai. But
instead of the easy victory they
expect, the Israelites are forced to flee
in defeat, suffering 36 casualties
(Joshua 7:3-5). When Joshua humbles
himself before the Lord, He informs him
about the accursed thing within the
Israelite camp, due to which His

authority of Moses and Aaron. Upon
hearing this, Moses immediately falls
on his face to worship before God, then
proposes a contest to decide who the
Lord has truly chosen: the 250 leaders
versus Aaron would light their censers
filled with incense before the Lord’s
tabernacle. As further proof of Moses’
calling, the rebels would die an
abnormal death. Indignant and
enraged, the Lord listens to the plea
of Moses, and causes the earth
beneath Korah and his fellow rebels to
open up, thus swallowing them, their
families (excluding the children of
Korah), and all their possessions.
Further, afire from the Lord also burns
up the 250 congregation leaders who

this conspiracy together
with  the king’sown
counsellor — Ahitophel (2 Samuel
15:12), and staking his claim to the
kingship by taking his father’s
concubines (2 Samuel 16:22).
Ultimately, his political coup fails
miserably, and Absalom dies a
pathetic death at the hands of Joab
(2 Samuel 18: 9-15).

The Bible says wine is a mocker,
and indeed, all intoxicants can lead us
astray (Proverbs 20:1). As people
called by the name of the Lord, will we
choose to separate ourselves from the
assembly of rebels and mockers and
their futile plots and merriment
(Jeremiah 15:16-17) or will we walk
according to our own ungodly desires
(Jude 18)? o
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This
is a
famous
story told
by Paul
Harvey.
The story
was aired
over ABC
Radio, on Christmas Eve in 2004.
There was a man who was not able
to understand the Jesus Story and about
God coming to Earth as a man. Every
explanation he was given failed to
convince him that God had to come in
human form to save mankind. One cold
winter night he was startled by a thudding
sound. At first, he thought someone must
be throwing snowballs against his living
room window. But when he went to the
front door to investigate, he found a flock
of birds nestled together miserably in the
snow. The birds were caught in the storm
and, in a desperate search for shelter
were flying through his large window.
His heart went out to the poor little
birds and so he decided to provide a
warm shelter to them, by directing them
to his barn which was close by. Quickly

"Let the little children come
to me and do not hinder them"

"Son of God, born of woman!"

he put on a coat, walked through the
snow to the barn. He opened the doors
wide and turned on a light, but the birds
did not come in. He put some
breadcrumbs to entice them in. But to
his dismay, the birds ignored the
breadcrumbs, and continued to flap
around helplessly in the snow. He tried
catching them. He tried shooing them
into the barn by walking around them
waving his arms. Instead, they scattered
in every direction, except into the warm,
lighted barn.

And then, he realized, that the birds

4 )
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were afraid of him. To the birds,
he was a strange and terrifying
creature. The man thought to
himself if only | could think of
some way to let them know that
they can trust me. But how?
Because any move he made
caused the birds to be
frightened and confused. The
birds just would not follow. They would
not be led or shooed because they feared
him. ”If only | could be a bird,” he thought
to himself, “and speak their language.
Then | could tell them not to be afraid.
Then | could show the birds the way to
the safe warm barn. But | would have to
be one of them so they could see and
hear and understand.”

At that moment his mind began to
think and understand why God had to
become man in order to save the
mankind.

Dear friends, Galatians 4:4 says,
"But when the fullness of time had come,
God sent forth his Son, born of woman,
born under the law".

Jesus Christ was born into this world
to save us from our sins. Let’s believe in
Him and be saved ®

_ln with it and choked the plants.

Joshua Cebin

Some fell along
the path. It was
trampled on
and the birds of
the air ate it up.

Luke 8:5

Other seeds fell among
thorns which grew up

Luke 8:7 -

sificdRarable of the sower

Some fell on rocks and
when it came up
the plants withered
because
they had no moisture.

Luke 8:6

Still other seeds fell on
good soil. It came up
and yielded a crop a

hundred times
more than
what was sown.

Luke 8:8
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2020: A highly productive year
for Wycliffe Associates!

Woycliffe Associates, an international
organization that translates Bibles into
multiple languages worldwide, set a new
record after producing more Bible
translations in 2020 than in any given
year despite the Pandemic! According to
The Christian Post, Bible translation has
actually accelerated instead of slowed
down. Tim Neu, interim president and
CEO of Wycliffe Associates, said: “COVID
lockdowns kept Bible translators home,
but our online Bible translation system
enabled many to continue their work
together”. The organization, which has
been working since 1967 to translate
Bibles into every language, managed to
complete translations of the Old
Testament in 8 languages and the New
Testament into 141 languages in 2020.
At the present time, Wycliffe has 773
Bible translations in progress and got
requests from 273 language groups in
need of launching more translations of
God’s Word in 2021.

The fantastic job that Wycliffe is doing
to make God's Word available to various
people groups is highly commendable.
It needs to be mentioned that many of
these languages have no scripts of their
own!

'Royal Purple' Cloth from
David's Era (1000 BC)!

Archaeologists in Israel have
unearthed 3,000-year-old cloth remnants
dating to the time of King David that are

dyed with the unique royal purple
described in the Bible as worn by kings
and even Jesus Himself. The scraps -
the oldest ever found with the color - were
uncovered in southern lIsrael. Purple
was symbolic of royalty and priesthood
in the Bible. In the Old Testament, kings
wore purple (Judges 8:26, Esther 8:15).
The description of Solomon’s carriage
says: “Its posts he made of silver, its base
of gold. Its seat was upholstered with
purple, its interior inlaid with love” (Song
of Solomon 3:10). The soldiers clothed
Jesus “in a purple cloak” before He was
crucified (Mark 15:17).

Naama Sukenik of the Israel
Antiquities Authority told The Jerusalem
Post: “Purple was the color worn by the
elites. While we cannot say who the
fragments of fabrics we found belonged
to, one thing is sure: if we had been able
to open King David or King Solomon’s
wardrobes, we would have found clothes
dyed in this color”. The cloth remnants
date to 1,000 B.C, the time of King David.

Poll: Pandemic's positive
impact on Faith and Family!

According to a new Pew Research
Center survey, more than one-fourth of
Americans (28%) say the Covid-19
pandemic strengthened their religious
faith, and even more (41%) say they grew
closer to their immediate family. The
pandemic has led to the cancellation of
religious activities and in-person
services around the world, but very few
people say their religious faith has
weakened as a result of the outbreak.
The percentage of citizens who say the

pandemic strengthened their faith in
some other countries are: Spain (16%),
Italy (15%), Canada (13%), four countries
- Australia, United Kingdom, France,
South Korea - (10%). In the category of
family relationship, Spain leads with 42%
saying their relationships strengthened,
Italy 41%, United Kingdom and Canada
37%.

We do not have any figures for India.
But it is a fact that gospel preachings
have increased many fold through social
media platforms. Technological
advancemets of the present age have
been fully utilized for the purpose. Praise
God!

China’s Education to teach
Children to 'Hate God'!

China’s communist party continues
to crack down on religious beliefs. Young
school students, as early as
kindergarten, are being indoctrinated to
become hostile to God. One anonymous
Christian mother in China explains:
“Before starting school, | told my child
about God’s creation and he believed it.
But after being taught at school, my child
is like a different person. These pure and
innocent children have been taught to
hate God”. In addition to anti-religious
teaching, students are also taught to
warn their parents of possible arrest if
they attend church or religious places. A
worried boy told his mother: “My teacher
says that Christianity is a “heretical
religion” or an “evil cult”. If you believe in
it, you will leave home and not take care
of me. You might set yourself on fire, too”.

The Devil is quite successfully
targetting and subverting man's mind
and his thinking process to deny the
existence of God and His sovereignity.
His job becomes easy if he is able to
catch children at an early age. His
activities are not restricted to China. He
is active in all countries. One fallacy that
is being widely broadcast is that
Christianity and the Bible are against
science and scientific thinking. But it is
quite well known many scientists are
Bible believing Christians. (0)
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MATRIMONIAL

Pentecostal Parents (middle
class family) from Kollam,
Kerala, settled Solapur, invites
suitable proposal for their Son
B.Sc. Nurse (DOB: 01.01.1990,
Height 177 cms) working in
Pune (Staff Nurse).

Seeking for alliance  from
parents of eligible Malayali
Pentecostal girl.

Contact :
9579976847
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MATRIMONIAL

Pentecostal parents inviting
marriage proposals for their
daughter. Age 28, height 5'7".
complexion, fair. US citizen,
spiritual, Born & brought up in
USA, Registered Nurse.
Currently pursuing a Masters in
Nursing. Preferably from P.G. in
Engg/ Computer Science or
Medical field.
Contact:
0012142744864 (USA)
9821332273 (India)
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What more would you like fo
see on the pages. Share your
experience with us we would

love to hear from you.

MATRIMONIAL

Christian Pentecostal Parents
Settled in Navi Mumbai. Proposal
for their Born Again Daughter
Age 28 (03/10/1992) / 149 cm
She is Born and Brought up in
Mumbai. Completed her Doctor
of Pharmacy (Pharm D) & 4.5
years of work experience in Navi
Mumbai. Currently she is in
Canada with PR Visa. Seeking
for Alliance From Parents of
Eligible Malayali Pentecostal Boy
Preferably Canada Settled,
Raised Outside Kerala Spiritual
and Post Graduate.

Further details contact :

Whatsapp No.:
+91 9821236319
Mob. No.: +91 9969072119
varghese20763@gmail.com
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)
% Osmanabad

PRAY FOR IPC MAHARASHTRA STATE

Bhandara

Pray

Chandrapur
® 376 Churches

» 376 Pastors

» 370 Outstations

» 152 Prayer Cells

® 42 House churches

» Upcoming Church buildings and parsonages

® Hebron Bible College

# Suvartha Publications

® Tracts & Literature Ministry

® 28 Primary Schools and Balwadies in the Villages

Gondia

}o
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Biju P. Samuel, West Bengal
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Scenes from Mumbai East District of IPC Maharashtra

Pr. Santhosh V. Mathew praying Pr. K.J.Shaji laying foundation for Alibaug church

Scenes from Nagpur District of IPC Maharashtra

Distributing foodA, gloves and masks to the poo at Nagpur

Scenes from Nashik Dlstrlct of IPC Maharashtra
- ,

Newly started Sunday School in a house at Ozar Nashik
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Scenes from Kolhapur dlstrlct of lPC Maharashtra
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Pastor's famlly Praylng W|th one accord Pastors Praying with one accord
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