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Three Shades of Trust

"Do not fret because of evildoers, Nor be envious of the workers of
iniquity. For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, And wither as the

green herb. Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His
faithfulness. Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the
desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And
He shall bring it to pass" (Psalm 37:1-5)

However long may be our fuse, we finally
explode. The difference is only in the time it
takes. Remember, on its way to the explosive
crux the ignition keeps the fuse hot. That is
the fretting all of us go through occasionally.
The Psalmist, an old wise man (Psalm 37:25)
gently admonishes “do not fret!” (Psalm 37:1).
| am certain that he might have learned this
valuable lesson from his long journey of life.

The Hebrew verb translated as “fret” has the
sense of “heating up” or “being hot”. Though
most translations translate it

Fretting is a spiritual impediment. It may lead
us to fight with those who cause us to worry,
where victory is not always assured. What
makes us fret may still hold the fort after a war
of words.

Trusting in God is the remedy to get over
getting over fretting: trust over fret! According to
the Psalmist, trust is divided into three shades,
and we need each one. Trust in God should be
focused, joyful, and wise.

First, trust in should be focused. “Trust in
the LORD and do good; dwell

as “fret”, if given the (
opportunity | would translate
it as “do not fume over”.

The psalmist talks about
the godly people becoming
envious of the godless people

The trigger that
causes our fretting
may not be the
same as what the

\ in the land and feed on
befriend faithfulness” (Psalm
37:3). In the following lines he
elaborates what trusting the
Lord means.
| understand this line as

who are faring well in their life. Psalmist saying, trust in the Lord while
Though godly seems to have describes here. you keep doing good. The
all that they need, and doing Though the focus in on doing good or

well, they fret over the
comparatively better benefits
that the ungodly have. So, the
Psalmist elaborates the idea
of “fretting” as “being envious”
in the next line.

The trigger that causes our
fretting may not be the same
as what the Psalmist
describes here. Though the

reasons for fretting
over might be
different, the cure
that the psalm
prescribes apply to
all scenarios of
fretting. It is a “one
size fits all” kind of
remedy.

being fit for the purpose for
which we are created by God.
In the Bible “being good” is to
serve the purpose for which
something is made. An apple
that cannot be eaten is not
good apple nor a rose that
never blooms is not a good
rose worth keeping. Trusting
in the Lord is to take our eyes

reasons for fretting over might \
be different, the cure that the

) off from what distracts us from
our God-ordained task. When

psalm prescribes apply to all
scenarios of fretting. It is a “one size fits all”
kind of remedy.

Before we move on to talk about the cure,
we need to understand that if left untreated
fretting could harm us extremely badly. It
causes tremendous stress that may paralyzes
us. Most importantly, it blocks our mind in such
a way as that we cannot focus or hear God.

we are immersed in serving
God’s purpose in our lives, there is no time to
fret over anything.

Focussed trust comes with its own rewards
which is dwelling in the land in order to feed on
God's own faithfulness. The word translated as
“befriend” in ESV can also be rendered as “feed
on.” (See the ESV note).As we focus in fulfilling
the God-ordained purposes in our lives, God

Dr. Paulson
Pulikottil is the
Senior Pastor of
the Community
of the
Redeemed
(CORe)
www.coreindia.org,
Pune, India. He

has been on the
faculty of many
Bible colleges
in India and
abroad.

We need to
understand that
if left untreated
fretting could
harm us
extremely badly.
It causes
tremendous
stress that may
paralyzes us.
Most importantly,
it blocks our
mind in such a
way as that we
cannot focus or
hear God
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Trusting in God
should be a
similar delightful
experience. God
rewards by such
trust by granting
the desires of
our heart. When
we delight in
God, God keeps
us delighted in
him. When trust
in God raises to
that level of
delightful
experience then
there is no
reason to fret.
We are fully
engrossed in
what God has
done in our life.

responds by constantly supplying us by his
faithfulness. He makes us satisfied.

A second shade of trust in God is joy, it is
joyful trust. “Delight yourself in the LORD, and
he will give you the desires of your heart” (Psalm
37:4). The word “delight” evokes the experience
of eating. We don’t eat to just fill the stomach.
In choosing the places to eat and ordering the
food, we make sure our eating
is a delightful experience.

When trust in God raises to that level of
delightful experience then there is no reason to
fret. We are fully engrossed in what God has
done in our life.

A third shade of trust is that it is wise. We
don’t trust God blindly, but it is insightful that
brings a divine calm in to our lives. “Be still before
the LORD and wait patiently for him” (Psalm
37:7). What is being still?
Stillness is that quality of life

That is why the restaurant f

\ that there is nothing to be

reviews talk about the décor
of the place. That is the reason
why the menu card also

carries the pictures of the food
(along with the price). When
we eat, we roll the food in our
mouth before swallowing it. No
child washes down M&M (the
chocolate brand) with a glass
of water though each piece of

Stillness is that
quality of life that
there is nothing to be
anxious about. The
psalm opens with a
wise observation that
the things that we
usually fret over are
not there for ever.

anxious about. The psalm
opens with a wise
observation that the things
that we usually fret over are
not there for ever. “For they
will soon fade like the grass
and wither like the green herb”
(Psalm 37:2). From his life
lessons, the old wise man
realized that the pomp and

M&M looks like tablets. But K

glory of the godless would not
J

they are colourful chocolate
balls. Those who love M&M
allow it to slowly melt in their mouth, cherish
its taste if it remains and takes another one
when the one in the mouth is gone! That is
delighting in.

Trusting in God should be a similar delightful
experience. God rewards by such trust by
granting the desires of our heart. When we
delightin God, God keeps us delighted in him.

last forever. It is this divine
insight on life that enriches
our trust in God. To trust God is not to be foolish.
It is the wisest choice we have made.

When God orders our lives, we don’t need
to spend energy on venting our frustrations. We
don’t stall on the way like a car that stops in
the middle of nowhere on the highway as the
heat builds up in the engine. As it has always
kept itself cool, it runs its course steadily. M

1 ( POEM )

Jesus, our Mediator

>

N

Sana Pillai
Cross Connect Church
Ooty
Niligiris, Tamil Nadu

God is like Wi-Fi, Present everywhere
But in order to connect to Him, a password is there.

Ask for forgiveness, try to be holy,
Jesus is royalty, a mediator, patient and lowly
And God really wants us to be part of His family.

Jesus Christ the answer, The bridge to the father.
The only way, the truth and life; died and rose to bring us together.

400 silent years, after priest, prophet, judge.
Sending His Son as a mediator, God holds no more grudge.

The High Priest fights for us, even though we sin.
He took all the blame and God’s righteousness we win.

J
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Immensity of God's Love

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on
him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. And bring the

fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; for this my son was
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” And they began to be
merry" (Luke 15:22-24)

Jesus Christ used parables to reveal
heavenly truth with earthly things as examples.
The story of two sons and father (Luke 15:11-
31) is crown of all His parables. It shows the
immensity of the love of God. It stresses the
heaven is not for good people but for forgiven
people. The painting of the “Return of the
Prodigal son” attracted me so much and | saw
myself as both the younger son as well elder
son and love of God and grace of Jesus Christ.

In the parable younger son of a wealthy
father asked for his inheritance But he asked
only his share. No father will give inheritance to
son when he is alive in Eastern culture.
According to Old Testament law elder son
should get double portion and

listening his inner voice .Satan may be catalytic
agent for the inner voices, but there is another
still small voice in the conscience for all. We
should listen and obey the voice from the Lord
Jesus Christ, who had temptations at the
wilderness but he overcame as a paradigm for
us. When our relations for loving and to be loved
are broken, we ourselves build walls in our lives,
getaway from all and lead a solitary life. When
a person is away from home, he forgets

existence of God and is not able to call God
“Father” He will have no hesitance to use

obsence language in conversations. He will be
led by Satan, following mirage of false promises
of world and flesh. The son became victim of
greed for position and money,

-\ inferiority complex and lust. He

younger son one portion €

(Deuteronomy 21:15-17). If the
son is stuborn and rebellious, he
does not deserve any

inheritance. But the loving father
in the parable divided his

property between the sons.
Instead of investing the money
or starting a business he sold
everything and set off to a

distant country, deciding not to
come back again. Leaving home

Leaving home is
much more than a
historical event
bound to time and
place. Kids always
feel outer place is
greener than own
home. Newly found
love appears better
than love of mother

and father.

went to distant country not only
to see the world but to go away
from loved ones, holy life and
fellowship of God, parents and
saints. Young generations thnk
they can stand on their own legs
forgetting the fact God and own
people are for their support.
We are not for this world and
momentary pleasure but for our
loving God and relatives. None

is much more than a historical \

=/ will love us better than our

event bound to time and place.
Kids always feel outer place is
greener than own home. Newly found love
appears better than love of mother and father A
girl who belonged to a good family found a boy
of another religion at her professionsl college,
went with him and got married. She said that
was the first time she found true love! But within
two years they got separated and she returned
home. No home is better than our home, none
loves better than our mother and father. There
are other voices loud, full of promises and very
seductive: “Go out and prove that you are worth
something, stand on your legs”! To become
successful, popular and powerful he left home

mothers and none will care for
us like our fathers. Which is

important - Eternal life or momentary pleasure?
Small criticisms, advices, rebukes and

punishments are good for the future. This young
man became slave to fake love, friendship and
flesh. He led life of free bird with flattering friends
and money. As Omarkhayam sang: “"a loaf of
bread, one cup of wine with a fiancee in the
wilderness is Pardise”! All sins give momentary
pleasure and enjoyment. At distant country he
could enjoy life because he had money and
friends. If a spiritual person and a worldy person
live together, it is very likely that the spiritual
man becomes worldy He left home fleeing away

Pastor
John Mathew
Bangalore

None will love us
better than our
mothers and
none will care
for us like our
fathers. Which
is important -
Eternal life or
momentary
pleasure? Small
criticisms,
advices,
rebukes and
punishments
are good for the
future. This
young man
became slave to
fake love,
friendship and
flesh. He led life
of free bird with
flattering friends
and money!
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But he came to
his senses.

It is a good sign.
When we fall,
rising up and
getting restored
is good example
in Chritian life.
When he got
sense he
remembered
his loving father
and decided to
go back to his
home where
everything is
availble. When
we face
problems and
failures in life we
need self
introspection to
realize what has
happened and
how wretched
we are.

from the hands of love and blessing, searching
for flesh and false love. He lost the voice of the
call of ’7my beloved”. He heard the loud voices
full of promises and seductions. When a person
goes away from God, he/she will commit sexual
sin first. Soon he ran out of money and his so
called friends left him, he lost position and
honour in the society. When he squandered his
wealth in wild living he began to be in need.
The short period of success and wealth went in
air and grief, misfortune, poverty followed. After
he had spent money, he lost friends and there
was a severe famine in the country. When we
are away from home and God we face famine,
no fellowship, no peace but all sorts of famine.
HE BEGAN TO BE IN NEED. All things were
against him. God can make events touch our
life. He decided to get a job. “So

He made up his mind to return home and
confess what he has done to his father and God
and ask his forgiveness telling him, “Father, |
have sinned against heaven and you”.
Remember when you commit sin and defy
your parents and church, you are sinning
against God. The son came to his senses and
knew the truth. Person needs guilty conscience
as well sin conscience For restoration afer
back sliding he decided to get reunited with his
loving father and become a slave to his father
as an approprite action for him to take. God will
direct us and make our paths right if we trustin
the Lord with our heart, do not lean on our own
understanding and acknowledge our God in all
our ways (Proverbs 3:5,6).
The son set out for his father's home. He
went out of home to prove that

he went and hired himself out to (

\ he is worth something, but

a citizen of that country who
sent him to feed pigs” (Luke
15:15). According to Mosaic law
pig is wunclean animal
(Deuteronomy14:8). Ajob which
is disgrace to a Jew. A person
who goes away from God will
reach the lowest level in Spiritual
life. "He longed to fill his stomach
with the pods that the pigs were

The son set out for
his father’s home. He
went out of home to
prove that he is worth
something, but
returned as a poor
man with no money,
health, honour, or self
respect.

returned as a poor man with no
money, health, honour, or self
respect. He returned from the
foreign land knowing his
emptiness, humiliation and
defeat He considered his loving
father as his master. He knew
he lost dignity of sonship.
Backsliders feel that they
cannot pray or read Bible.

eating but no one gave him

Some people commit suicide

anything. A rich boy experienced \

J and some others become

hunger!

But he came to his senses. It is a good
sign. When we fall, rising up and getting restored
is good example in Chritian life. When he got
sense he remembered his loving father and
decided to go back to his home where
everything is availble. When we face problems
and failures in life we need self introspection to
realize what has happened and how wretched
we are. He remembered his heritage and
background.

| am pround of my Christian heritage and
blessings of Christian home. In a Christian home
we have family prayer and reading of Biblical
and Martyrs’ stories. There are corections,
exhortations, punishments and advices. Now
new generation does not like advices and
corrections. | am what | am because of advices
and corrections received from home and Lord’s
servants in my life.

Bad experiences in his life opened the eyes
of the younger son and thoughts of prosperity
of his home came back to him (Luke 15:17).
He remembered how blessed he was at home.

antagonists but this young man
had a heart to go back to father. Judas did not
come back to the Lord but Peter came back to
Jesus with tears. Prodigal son left foreign
country and culture because his inner life
became revived. He had his own doubts whether
his father would receive black sheep back to
home. But while he was long way off, father
saw him and was filled wih compassion for him,
he ran to his son, threw his arms around him
and kissed him (Luke 15:20). He received him
as his beloved son. According to Mosaic law
disobedient and rebellion son has to be stoned
to death (Deuteronomy 21-18-21). To save his
rebellious son from the stray stones the loving
father hugged him and threw his arms around
him. Immensity of God’s love is described here
in a picturesque manner. The greatest lover is
our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave His life to save
the lost and wicked human beings. We see
God'’s love in His son when He gave His life for
us (John 3:16). Our loved ones will wipe our
tears when we cry but our God keeps our tears
in His pot (thuruthi). Some Bible Scholars say
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that thuruthiis a special pot used by Kings and
Lords in olden days inArabian countries to keep
precious diamonds and jewels. Our God values
our tears as our Lord Jesus Christ does. As an
answer to sons’ confession (Luke 15:21) Father
asked his servants: “Quick! Bring the best robe
and put it on him, put ring on his finger and
sandals on his feet”. By giving him robe, father
accepted him back as son and giving him ring,
father accepted his authority and right as son.
As sons (John 1:12) God made us heir

(Galatians 4:7). Once | read story of small son
of King Louis 14 of France. During French
revolution king, queen, all princes and

princesses were killed except small son of king.
They did not want to kill the small boy because
they believed children will go to heaven if they
die and they did not like to send pince to heaven.
They entrusted boy to a

Son” that once saved is not saved for ever. |
remember once late Pastor T M Varghese of
CGil telling that salvation will never be lost but
saved person can be lost. We have ample
examples of backsliders in the annals of
Christian history from first centuary onwards.
The young man grew up as son but lost his
inheritance and sonship. He came back to hs
father and was accepted as son when he
confessed and decided to turn a new leaf. Sin
made him a person of need, no contentment in
life. When he came back, he got position higher
than he expected because of his repentance.
But no mention of any property given to him.

Elder Brother

When the elder son came
home from the field, he heard

prostitute and asked her to f

\ music and dancing at his home.

teach him obscene words in
French language. All languages

When | saw the
picture of the

He called one of the servants
and asked him what was going

have filthy words. When the ; on. He was not prepared to enter
, prodigal son : : .

woman tried to teach and ask kneeling before his his home or enquire from his

boy repeat obscene word, the father and father. Servant replied: “your

little boy retorted, “l am a prince
and | would not use obscene
word”. Her efforts failed and she
returned the boy to Revolutionary
leaders. Children of God are

pressing his face

against hs cheek, |
could fathom the
love of my God.

brother has come and your
father has killed fattened calf
because he has him back safe
and sound”.

Older brother should have

known by their behaviour and
spoken language. As a symbol K

j been thrilled with joy by hearing

that the lost son is received as his beloved son
and not as a slave the loving Father gave him
sandals on his feet. They began to celebrate.
When | saw the picture of the prodigal son
kneeling before his father and pressing his face
against hs cheek, | could fathom the love of my
God. At the thrilling voice of the father “this son
of mine was dead and is alive again, he was
lost and is found”, they began to celeberate
(Luke 15:24). We should worship our God not
out of fear but out of love. Sometimes | see
myself as the repentant son with a
compassionate Father God. All who are saved
through faith in Christ are sons of God by His
grace and we have right to call Him “Abba,
father”. No intercessor or mediator except Lord
Jesus Christ is needed to go to our God. There
is a chance that saved person should become
a backslider (Hebrews 10:26). Once saved
person can become a backslider and be lost. It
is not how we started our Chritian life but how
we ended. Dr.Robert Shank, a Baptist Pastor
has clearly described in his book, ’Life in the

the good news of the return of
his lost brother. But jealousy and egoism are
great evils with no cure. Present problem in most
of the churches are because of these evils.
Spiritual pride, spiritual blindness, self

righteousness and traditions are other evils.
Older son stayed at home but a lost man. He
is a resentful and angry man, keeping envy
towards his younger brother. He was unhappy
when his lost brother returned home. He had
all opportunities to lead spiritual life with his
loving father. He is bitter, revengeful and unwilling
to participate in the father's welcome. He stayed
at home but his mind was wandering and did
not live a free life at his father's home. Outwardly
he was model but inwardly he was immoral in
thoughts while younger son was immoral in
action. He was standing outside in the dark while
his prodigal brother was enjoying in the lighted
house filled with joy and happy songs. His loving
father went out and pleaded with him for joining
the celebraton. He answered his father: “Look,
allthese years | have been slaving for you and
never disobeyed your orders, yet you never gave

Older brother
should have
been thrilled with
joy by hearing
the good news
of the return of
his lost brother.
But jealousy and
egoism are
great evils with
no cure. Present
problem in most
of the churches
are because of
these evils.
Spiritual pride,
spiritual
blindness, self
righteousness
and traditions
are other evils.
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The climax of
the parable is
infinite
compassion,
unconditional
love, eternal
forgiveness of
the Father. In
fact the Father is
none but our
loving God who
is our Creator.
We see our God
stretching out
His arms in
mercy desiring
to speak to His
children. His only
desire is to bless
and have
fellowship with
them.

me even a young goat so | could celebrate with
my friends. But when this son of yours who
has squandered your property with prostitutes
comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him*
(Luke 15:28-30). Though the older brother
stayed at home, his mind was with friends in
celebration, he obeyed his father as a slave
and not as a son. He finds fault with his brother
for returning home. There are many so called
spiritual people who do not commit adultery,
cheating, stealing and other sins because they
are not getting opportunities or have no courage.
They commit all kinds of sin in thoughts. If we
commit sin in action, we feel guilty and sin
conscious. Then we will repent, confess and
turn a new leaf but we do not confess the sins
of thoughts. Beware sins in thoughts are more
dangerous than in action. Apostle Peter said
to the people, if they repent of their sins, God
will forgive them. Bible very

husband of the lady who rejected his marriage
proposal. Real love never expetcs any thingin
return as St Paul narrates in 1 Corinthians 13.
We should worship God out of love and not out
of fear. When | was young | never disobeyed
my mother because | knew it would grieve her
and | never desired to hurt feelings of my mother
As a Father our God claims for Himself as the
authority of love and compassion. Our lust,
anger, jealousy, egoism, resentment and all
sorts of sin pierce the pure heart of our God.
He never forces Himself on any person but
always waiting for children to return. He gave
free will and individual freedom to all human
beingss. Look unto our Lord who died on cross
for our sins. A christian should be known by his
love for all, even enemies, as his Lord is.
The younger son went out with his
inheritance and eventually got the job of feeding
pigs. He was in need (Luke

clearly says that if we repent f

7\ 15;16). He was full of shame

and confess our sins, God wil
forgive us. Same Peter tells
Simon repent and pray to the
Lord for forgiveness. PERHAPS
He will forgiving you for having
such thoughts (Acts 8:22). Sins
committed in thoughts and
imaginations are more
dangerouns. Self control in
thoughts and imaginations are
indispensable in Christian life.

God desires all
His children live
togther peacefully
and lead moral and
spiritual life in this
world so that they
can live in the new
world with Him
forever.

and reget for his sins and
backsliding and he was in
bondage of Satan. The older
brother was angry, self righteous
and envious. He was also in
slavery (Luke 15:29). He was
serving as a slave to his father!
The slavery of sin and the
sublety of sin makes the Father
(God) unhappy. Some people
serve God and church for

We should be filled with Holy

~/ recognition and position. The

Spirit and keep our hearts pure.

Father

The climax of the parable is infinite
compassion, unconditional love, eternal
forgiveness of the Father. In fact the Father is
none but our loving God who is our Creator. We
see our God stretching out His arms in mercy
desiring to speak to His children. His only desire
is to bless and have fellowship with them.

We live because of grace and mercy of our
God. The father saw the lost son before he saw
the Father. Mercy and grace are traits in the
character of our God. They say there are 254
times the expression, “Mercy of God” appears
in the Bible. Jesus Christ is emboidiment of
love. He died for sinners and enemies. He prayed
for His persecutors. Love is the foundation of
Christianity. In Charles Dickens novel “A Tale
of Two Cities”, Sydney Carton died for the

elder brother was full of jealousy
and he brought up the matter of prostitutes. He
was concerned about the sins of his brother
and not of his. Our Lord wants us to know that
He loves sinners and hates self righteousness.
God forgives all our sins if we repent, confess
and decide to turn a new leaf. When we resent
forgiveness out of self righteousness, we attack
the blood of Jesus, who shed blood for us.

In God, manhood, womanhood, fatherhood
and motherhood are present. Father’s heart
goes out for both sons. He loves both his sons,
he desires to see them both live together as
sons of same father. God desires all His
children live togther peacefully and lead moral
and spiritual life in this world so that they can
live in the new world with Him forever. Jesus led
an ideal life for us to follow so that we shall be
like Him when He appears. Everyone who has
this hope in Him purifies himself just as He is
pure (1 John 3:2,3).

March 2022

Suvartha



Continuing
the New Series of
Bible Study

Fullness of Grace and Glory!
1 Peter 1:13

Thus far the Apostle Peter wrote concerning
the supreme salvation. God, in His infinite wisdom
has chosen us before the foundation of the world
in Christ Jesus by the Holy Spirit. We have studied
in | Peter 1:1-12 of an incredible pursuit of the
triune God after the descendents of Adam. God
paid the price with the life blood of His only son for
all those who come to him by faith. The supreme
salvation is supplied by grace through faith to all
those who come to Him. Let us study chapter one
verse thirteen in this article.

Therefore: Whenever we see "therefore” or
“wherefore” remember it is there for a reason.
This phrase is repeated many times in this epistle
(see 2:1,4:1,7,19; 5:1, 6). Itis a reference back to
what is already written previously. It means,
accordingly, consequently, because of, as a result
of. In light of, so on and so forth. It is a term of
conclusion. Here in this verse Peter makes
reference to the supreme salvation and related
spiritual blessings. In light of this supreme
salvation, every person who is saved must pay
close attention to what is written in the verses here
after. God the Holy Spirit gives three challenges,
or commands, in verse 13. Let us consider these
three commands in this article. 1) Gird up the loins
of our Mind (2) Be sober (3) Hope to the end for the
grace that is to be brought unto you.

1. Gird Up the Loins of Your Mind.

Peter used to gird himself physically as an
active young man (see John 21:18). The King
James Version reads “Gird up the loins of your

mind. This phrase, “gird up” is found many times
in the Bible, speaking of preparedness and
readiness. In the amplified Bible it is written “ brace
up your mind”. In the New American Standard Bible
or NASB it is, “prepare your minds for action.” God
told Job twice to gird up his loins to converse with
the Lord (see Job 38:3; 40:7). God told Jeremiah
to gird up his loins to speak the word of the Lord to
the people (see Jeremiah 1:17). So this phrase,
“gird up” means get ready in our minds. Peter uses
this phrase metaphorically to emphasize the
importance of strong convictions in our minds
concerning our faith and practice.

Apostle Paul wrote the same phrase while he
wrote about the full armor of God. Every child of
God is a soldier in the Lord’s army. Thus every
soldier in the army of the commander in chief,
Jesus Christ, must gird up, or tighten the belt of
truth around the loins. This is a very significant
part of the spiritual uniform of the Christian warfare.
Peter and Paul might have had the armor of
Roman soldiers in their minds while they wrote
this. Soldiers as well as anyone who must get
into serious action must have whatever they wear
be held together. We are commanded to put on
the full armor of God; girded your loins with Truth
(see Ephesians 6:11; 14). Every work requires
preparedness to do it right. In Christian life we
need to love the Lord our God with our whole heart,
soul and mind (see Matthew 22:37). We live in a
very loose world, where loose, liberal, careless,
worldly, wandering, unstable thinking is common
and sadly generally accepted. We need to
remember that there is a battle for our minds. The

Dr. C.P.
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Paduthottu
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& President of
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Peniel
Children’s
Home & Peniel
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Keezhillam,
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Grace of God is a
major topic in the
Bible. Grace of
God is God’s
favor and
goodwill toward
sinful mankind. In
the Old
Testament and in
the New
Testament
people approach
God because of
the grace of God.
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The virgin birth,
the rejected life,
the cruel
crucifiction, the
victorious
resurrection, the
glorious
ascension and all
of itis not a
surprise to Jesus
Christ, the
second person of
the eternal Trinity.
God the Father,
God the Son and
God the Holy
Spirit planned the
redemption of the
fallen mankind
through the
sacrifice of God
the Son, as the
perfect man.

enemy wants to get a hold of our minds and our
thinking. We need to be held together with the
truth of God in our minds. We think in our minds.
Loose thinking leads to loose talking and behaving
orliving. So let us be braced up in our minds. Buckle
up your minds with the truth of God. It speaks of
going forward in our Christian life with strong
determination. Our minds matter. That is why the
apostle Paul wrote, “be transformed by the

renewing of your mind (see Romans 12:2). Again
we read, take every thought captive to the

obedience of Christ (see 2 Corinthians 10:5). | think
it is Martin Luther who said, “you cannot keep the
birds from flying over your head; but you can keep
them from making a nest in your hair.” So let us
‘buckle up’, ‘belt up’, ‘tie up’ or ‘brace

up.

2. Be Sober.

Apostle Peter gives this command two more
times in this short letter. (See 1 Peter 4:7 and 5:8).
What does it mean to be sober? It means to be
free from intoxication or drunkenness. Be solemn
and serious. Being sober is the opposite of being
intoxicated. It means to refrain from anything, any
thought or anyone that is toxic. God’s people must
not be under the control of any kind of influence
that would cause poor decision making or
judgment. Stay away from any one, any thought or
emotions that are poisonous, venomous,
dangerous and destructive. Do not be controlled
by the influence of anyone, anything or any
emotions that are not according to the will and
word of God. Otherwise one can lose spiritual
sobriety or clear mindedness. God’s people can
get carried away with the latest trend, fad or fashion
whether in spiritual matters or other areas. The
enemy tries to intoxicate God’s people with the
love of money, love of self or pride, love of ungodly
pleasures, position and power. So the Holy Spirit
gives the same command through the writings of
Apostle Paul as well (see 1 Thessalonians 5:6; 2
Timothy 4:5; Titus 2:2,6). So be disciplined in every
area of life by the help and strength of the Holy
Spirit. Be calm, firm for the truth and graceful at the
same time.

Let us look at what the apostle Paul wrote
regarding this important matter. Think with sober
or sound judgment (Romans 12:3). We are no
longer children of darkness rather we are the
children of light so be alert and sober (see 1
Thessalonians 5:6-8). Is the command to be sober
only for pastors or church leaders? Let us see
what the scripture says. Of course, ministers of
the Gospel must be temperate or prudent meaning
sober (1 Timothy 3:2). Be sober in all things (see 2
Timothy 4:5). Older men ought to be sober and
sensible (see Titus 2:2). Again Paul writes, urging
the young men to be sober and self restrained

(see Titus 2:6, &12). When a good teacher repeats
something sensible students will recognise the
importance of the matter. The Holy Spirit, the best
teacher, repeats to the ministers of the Gospel, to
lay believers of all ages, to young and old, to both
genders, to men and women, to believers of all
positions, to masters and servants, to everyone
to be sober.

3. Hope to the end for the grace that is
to be brought unto you

In the New American Standard Bible (NASB) it
reads as follows, “ ...fix your hope completely on
the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of
Jesus Christ.” In common use this word “hope”
means desire, wish, wishful thinking that
something may happen or may not happen. There
is no certainty, but there is doubt. But in the Bible
the word hope does not have that doubtful
meaning at all. The Greek word used is epis/elpizo.
This means a sure, certain assurance. There is
no doubt about it. Hope is not a nice feeling, rather
a certain trust in the character of God who cannot
lie and his unchanging promises. God of the Bible
is the God of hope (see Romans 15:13). He has
given us the living hope through the resurrection
of our LORD Jesus Christ from the dead (see 1
Peter 1:3 , Matthew 28:6). Apostle Paul wrote that
our hope is in God who raises the dead (see 2
Corinthians 1:9-10). Our faith and hope are in God,
Peter wrote (see 1 Peter 1:21). Jesus Christ’s
return is our blessed hope (see Titus 2:13). We
have this hope as an anchor of the soul (see
Hebrews 6:19-20). Our hope is focused on Jesus
Christ (see 1 Timothy 1:10). This blessed,
glorious, living hope that enables us daily to live
without despair is the testimony of Apostle Paul,
which is our testimony also (see 2 Corinthians
4:16-19).

All the blessings and benefits we enjoy
including our blessed hope come to us from God
through his grace, for we do not deserve any of
his blessings because of our merits. We have no
merit in ourselves before God. Here we see that
grace is coming toward us. Grace is the special
favor and blessing of God that we do not deserve.
Salvation is by the grace of God. Thus we are
called by the grace of God (see Galatians 1:15),
saved by the grace of God (see Ephesians 2:8).
We live our Christian lives by the grace of God.
We are not able to please God without the grace
of God working in us and through us (see 1
Corinthians 15:10). Here in this verse we are
studying we see that more grace is coming toward
us. In other words we are justified by the grace of
God, sanctified by the grace of God, and will be
glorified by the grace of God, at the second coming
of our dear LORD Jesus Christ. -

March 2022

10

Suvartha



Can we fruly COMPREHEND the
infinite WISDOM of GOD?

“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!”
(Romans 11:33)

After reiterating the longest theological
argument in the entire New Testament (spanning
from Romans 1:16 to 11:33), Apostle Paul
reflects on the amazing wisdom and knowledge
of God in His plan of salvation, as he bursts
forth into a lavish and spontaneous praise of
God. In the earlier chapters of this epistle, Paul
had split the entire human race into two
segments: Jew and Gentile. The promises of
God came first to the Jews through Abraham
and Moses, but they

Practical Life Instructions from:
Apostle Paul's Letter to ""Romans"

Devotional: TWO
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fellowship with Jehovah God who will have mercy
upon all - both Jew and Gentile! It was when
Paul understood this wonderful plan of God that
he praised God exuberantly!

God'’s plan is so profound that it results in
the good of all concerned and enhances His
own glory. The human mind can never conceive
the solution to the problem of how God could
punish sin and still justly save the sinner. God’s
wisdom has provided that solution. God’s
decisions spring from

=\ logic that extends [ Www.unitedinthe

failed to receive those /=

promises and finally
crucified Jesus,who
(unknown to them)
was their long awaited
Messiah. Due to this,
God expanded His
promises to the
Gentiles through Peter
and Paul. However,
Israel will once again

God’s decisions spring from logic
that extends beyond human ability to
comprehend. His decisions are
unsearchable: they are too deep for
mortal minds to fully understand.
The ways in which He arranges
creation, history, redemption, and
providence are beyond our limited
comprehension.

beyond human ability §word.com
to comprehend. His
decisions are
unsearchable: they are
too deep for mortal
minds to  fully
understand. The ways
in which He arranges
creation, history,
redemption, and

be restored to their \=

=/ providence are beyond
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God’s wisdom
directs all things
to the best end;
His knowledge
sees that end.
So unfathom-
able are the
wisdom and
knowledge of
God that man
can never
descend to the
bottom of that
wisdom to
search it out nor
can he trace it
through history.
We cannot
explain all the
purposes and
plans of God, but
we can worship
and praise Him
for who He is!

e

Walking in God's

Wisdom

NE TWTOIRE ISCIPLING MINLSTRRS

our limited comprehension. God’s procedures
are so complex that humans cannot discover
them without the aid of divine revelation. God’s
judgmentsmeansHis decrees or plans (Ps.
119:75), and God’s ways are the methods by
which He carries these into effect. Ultimately,
God is the originator, sustainer, and finisher of
everything, and so He deserves all glory forever!
O the depth of the riches, and wisdom, and
knowledge of God! God is rich in mercy, love,
grace, faithfulness, power, and goodness, and
His wisdom is infinite, unsearchable,
incomparable, and
invincible

(Hebrews 4:13); He knows all our thoughts and
words (1 Chroniles 28:9) and He knows our future
(Isaiah 46:10). God knows everything (1 John
3:20) and He knows us intimately (Psalm 139:1-
10) including our temptations, our worry and
our sorrow. God’s purposes for today’s
happenings may not be realized until tomorrow.
Many times we may struggle with the reality
that God knows what is best. As we rest upon
His promises and continue to lovingly serve Him,
God'’s purposes will prove to be for our good
and will ultimately result in His praise and glory!
So, can we truly

comprehend the

(Ephesians 3:8).
God’s  wisdom
directs all things to
the best end; His
knowledge sees
that end. So
unfathomable are
the wisdom and
knowledge of God

The end result of us studying His Word
(in order to understand His wisdom)
should be worship and adoration towards
God, and the end result of our worship
should be our service to the God we love
and admire so much. Let us trust in the
infinite wisdom of God today knowing
fully well that He will not withhold anything
that is good from us:

infinite wisdom of
God? No, we
cannot. However,
the end result of us
studying His Word
(in  order to
understand His
wisdom) should be
worship and

that man can never \G

=/ adoration towards

descend to the
bottom of that
wisdom to search it out nor can he trace it
through history, because it is beyond possibility
to follow it completely.We cannot explain all
the purposes and plans of God, but we can
worship and praise Him for who He is!

Above all, we can only place our trust in our
all-knowing God whose wisdom and knowledge
is incomparable. God is with us always (Job
34:21); nothing is hidden from His sight

God, and the end
result of our worship
should be our service to the God we love and
admire so much. Let us trust in the infinite
wisdom of God today knowing fully well that He
will not withhold anything that is good from us:
“Forthe Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord
will give grace and glory; no good thing will He
withhold from those who walk uprightly. O Lord
of hosts, blessed is the man who trusts in You!”
(Psalm 84:11-12)
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Once
upon a time
there lived a
King. Every
sum-mer the
King would
conduct a

"Let the little children come :2? psélct)lslg

to me and do not hinder them" [EESETH Y
ent coun-
tries would wait for the summer to parti-
cipate and watch other people perform at
the event. One year, the King said that he
plans to do a different kind of competition.
He wanted people to present to him what
they think is, ‘the best thing in the world’
and ‘the worst thing in the world’. The King
said whoever presents the most satisfying
answer will win and they will be rewarded
with thousand gold coins.

People from all walks of life both
scholars and common men began to think
deeply about what they can bring to win the
competition. Everyone wanted to win this
prestigious prize. People began to search
far and wide to find the apt thing.

On the day of the competition, there was
alarge crowd and lots of different things all
over the ground. Some people brought
scary things like snakes and reptiles while
others brought flowers and perfumes. The
King sat down to watch and evaluate what

"The best and the worst thing in the world"

each of them presented. But none of them
seemed to please the King.

Then finally one of the King’s jesters
came and stood in front of the King. The
King looked at the jester and said, “You
came empty handed? Is it one of your
funny tricks?” The jester put his tongue out
and said, “Your Majesty, | did not mean to
offend you, but | have found that the
tongue is the best thing in the world. With
the tongue you can say a good word to
someone and make them feel better. The
tongue can also pray, sing, and exalt God.”
The king was happy and said, “I like your
answer. Now what about the worst thing in
the world?” The jester again put his tongue
out and said, “Again your Majesty please

a D

Juby Anoop, UK
\ %

don’t be offended but the
tongue is the worst thing in the
world.” The King was shocked
and said, “How can the best
thing be the worst thing at the
same time?” The jester said to
the King, “Your majesty, the
tongue can also be used to
curse others and gossip which
leads to fight and discord
among the people and most of
the time lead to war!” The King
was very pleased with the jester and
rewarded him for his clever answer.

Dear friends,

Bible says in Proverbs 18:21: "Death
and life is in the power of the tongue".
James 1:26: "If anyone thinks he is
religious and does not bridle his tongue but
deceives his heart, this person’s religion is
worthless". James 1:26: "If anyone thinks
he is religious and does not bridle his
tongue but deceives his heart, this
person’s religion is worthless". 1Peter 3:10
says: "For, whoever would love life and
see good days must keep their tongue
from evil and their lips from deceitful
speech".

Let us use our tongue to bless others
and exalt the name of the Lord and make
our tongue the best thing for others and
our life. P

MH PYPA YOUTH WEBINAR

The flower of youth never appears
more beautiful than when it bends
toward the sun of righteousness.” —
Matthew Henry

Praise the Lord! All glory and honour to
God Almighty, who enabled IPC
Maharashtra State PYPA to conduct 3
days Youth Webinar from 25th to 27th
February 2022. IPC Maharashtra State
President, Pr. P. Joy, inaugurated the
webinar, whose active presence and
guidance was a blessing. God used Evg.
Benison Mathew and Br. Benjamin
Ebenezer to lead a wonderful & a
blessed Worship session. Senior
Pastors, Local Pastors, Elders, Parents,
Youths and Children from across
Maharashtra pro-actively participated
and made this webinar a great blessing.

The subject for the webinar was
“Marriage and Relationship”. Dr. Sam
Thomas (USA), who was our Guest
Speaker, the Holy Spirit, strengthened
him to extensively speak from the word
of God about this topic. In the modern
era, where world's corruptible lifestyle
are destroying the institute of marriage
and relationship, the Spirit of God spoke
powerfully, the precise in-depth truth of
God's word through Dr. Sam Thomas.
May God use Pastor and his family more
for God's glory. We believe that the
webinar touched many youths and
cleared many of their questions & doubts
along with helping them to rekindle their
relationship with God. In addition,
congregation comprising of various age
groups have also benefited from the

webinar. Many who participated
responded with positive words by telling
how the meeting was a blessing and
urging PYPA to keep such meetings in
the near future. All praise and glory be to
God alone.

IPC Maharashtra State PYPA would
like to extend our thanks and gratitude to
all pastors, elders, parents and youths
for encouraging and supporting us. God
bless IPC Maharashtra State PYPA
Executive for their effort to arrange and
manage the webinar successfully.
Hebrews 10:23 says, “Let us hold fast
the confession of our hope without
wavering, for He who promised is
faithful.” Keep on praying, encouraging
and supporting the PYPA ministry.
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Cross Remains Standing at a
Church after Tornado!

After a terrible tornado in a rural
community in Kentucky, USA on a Friday,
members of the local Baptist church
walked across glass and debris to gather
on Sunday in a tattered sanctuary. The
Church suffered major damage to its roof
and windows, although the structure
itself remains standing.

The Pastor of the church said: "In the
middle of the storm, there's only one
place where we truly have peace. And
that's when we place our faith and our
trust in Jesus". He added: "It's amazing
to me that the cross that we put up in the
window is still there - and the window is
gone. Everything else is gone. The cross
still stands".

The event has declared symbolically
that the message of the cross will always
stand. A child of God has no reason to be
ashamed of the CROSS!

Distressing news emanating
from China!

Chinese Government rewriting
the Bible with Communist
principles!

A spokesperson for the Christian
persecution watchdog group, The Voice
of the Martyrs (VOM) warns that the
Chinese government is currently
attempting to rewrite the Word of God in
accordance with communist values. This
is a project that the Chinese Communist
Party announced in 2019 to release a

new translation of the Bible as a 10-year
process. The reimagined Scriptures
would include a variety of principles like
Confucianism and Buddhism and also
“core socialist values”. Passages that
"do not reflect communist beliefs” will
be removed. One example of the
changes was revealed in a high school
textbook released in September 2020.
In the textbook, the CCP changed several
verses in John 8. As the biblical story
goes, Jesus forgives an adulterous
woman despite the Pharisees' calls to
stone her to death under Mosaic law.

The CCP, however, alters the story
where Christ ends up stoning the
woman, as He admits, "l am also a
sinner".

The purpose of the revisions is to
deny the divinity of Christ and lessen
Christianity's influence on Chinese
citizens. The party considers the
Christian message as something that
would take control away from them.
Voice of the Martyrs and other groups
are committed to send more copies of
God's Word to fellow believers in China.

China bans kids from attending
Church!

David Curry, president of Open
Doors, tells that China's persecution of
Christians is escalating. China is No.
17 on this year's 2022 World Watch List,
which ranks the countries of the world
according to the danger level for
Christians. Chinese Communist Party
knows that it cannot stamp out the
nation's Christians. There are an
estimated 100 million Christians in
China. So it is slowly strangling Christian
faith with high-tech surveillance. They
watch and track everybody in what they're
doing — through facial recognition and
other things. Christians in China must
attend government-approved churches
that face heavy regulations, such as the
editing of sermons. Because of that,
many Christians attend illegal
underground churches. Curry said.
“Those who are going to church too often
are not good communists. Therefore,
they should lose their job. Chinese law
does not allow children "under the age

of 18 to attend church". So parents either
have to disciple them themselves or
sneak them into some sort of Bible study.
What happens, in this case, is that the
kids may not be let into the college of
their choice if they attend Bible study, they
may not get jobs.

Church in the 'Metaverse'!

Digital technology has made it
possible for churches to function in the
early, uncertain days of the pandemic.
Many churches have chosen to keep their
live-streaming option in order to
accommodate their physically distant
members. But some churches have
gone a step or two further. Some have
opted for an online-only congregation,
abandoning a physical building and
physical gatherings altogether. Others
are starting “churches” in Facebook’s
new Metaverse, where people, or their
avatars, can “come” to church from
anywhere in the world with other people,
or their avatars, who join from anywhere
in the world!

Evangelicals have a long tradition of
using new technologies in the service of
evangelism. But new communication
methods must be evaluated on the
meaning and purpose that God has in
the institution of the Church.

Christianity cannot be lived only
online. lts content cannot truly be lived
outside of the context of real people in
the real world. The faith of our fathers is
not simply attending a performance, or
even embracing a set of ideas about God
or Jesus. A church without doctrine is a
mere social club or an arbitrary special
interest group or a mere chat room. A
church must remain doctrinally correct.
The Body of Christ consists of real
people with real problems and cannot
be in the illusive world of an online
existence. A disembodied online
existence makes it too easy to hide who
and what we really are from those God
has called us to love. The Christian life
cannot be fully lived online. God has
called us to live at this real time and in
this real place. ®
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HEBRON BIBLE COLLEGE

SHED IN 1992

b1

Bro. Varghese Kollakompil
(Administrator) 9821332273

Vision :
Light up the villages of
Maharashtra
through living word.
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MATRIMONIAL

Syrian Christian Pentecostal
parents invite marriage
proposals for their baptized,
spirit filled son 28 yrs, 6 ft, fair.
Born and brought-up out side
Kerala, middle class family.
B.Tech in Electrical. Working as
an Electrical Engineer in Kuwait.
Looking for suitable born-again
qualified girls.

Contact
Mob.: 9427874590

31 Years of
God's

faithfullness
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Suvartha

Fully Owned & Managed by IPC Maharashtra State
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Mumbai
Su_burban

Nandurbar

PRAY FOR IPC MAHARASHTRA STATE

Bhandara

FOR

» 383 Pastors

Chandrapur

Pray

» 383 Churches

» 370 Quistations

» 152 Prayer Cells
» 42 House churches
» Upcoming Church buildings and parsonages

» Hebron Bible College

» Suvartha Publications

® Tracis & Literature Ministry

» 28 Primary Schools and Balwadies in the Villages

Gondia
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Biju P. Samuel, West Bengal
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Scenes from Akola District of IPC Maharashtra
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A_kola Pastors Conference - 2022

Scenes from Ratnagiri District of IPC Maharashtra
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Team members praying for church building construction at Savarda, Ratnagiri District
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Scenes from Nashik District of IPC Maharashtra
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Pr. Jitin & Family distributing study materials to poor children at Ozhar, Nashik Dist
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