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"Three SHADES of TRUST"

“"Do not fret because of evildoers, Nor be envious of the workers of iniquity.

---- Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His
faithfulness. Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the
desires of your heart. ---- Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him; Do

not fret because of him who prospers in his way" (Psalms 37:1-7)

However long may be our fuse, we finally
explode. The difference is only in the time it
takes. Remember, on its way to the explosive
crux the ignition keeps the fuse hot. That is the
fretting all of us go through occasionally. The
Psalmist, an old wise man (Psalms 37:25)
gently admonishes “do not fret!” (Psalms 37:1).
| am certain that he might have learned this
valuable lesson from his long journey of life.
The Hebrew verb
translated as “fret” has the

causes tremendous stress that may paralyze
us. Most importantly, it blocks our mind in such
a way as that we cannot focus or hear God.
Fretting is a spiritual impediment. It may lead
us to fight with those who cause us to worry,
where victory is not always assured. What
makes us fret may still hold the fort after a war
of words.
Trusting in God is the remedy to get over
getting over fretting: trust
over fret! According to the

sense of “heating up” or

-

Psalmist, trust is divided

~

“being hot.” Though most

into three shades, and we

translations translate it as
“fret’, if given the opportunity
| would translate it as “do
not fume over.”

The psalmist talks about
the godly people becoming
envious of the godless
people who are faring well
in their life. Though godly
seems to have all that they
need, and doing well, they
fret over the comparatively
better benefits that the
ungodly have. So, the
Psalmist elaborates the idea
of “fretting” as “being
envious” in the next line.

The trigger that causes
our fretting may not be the
same as what the Psalmist

-

The trigger that
causes our fretting may
not be the same as
what the Psalmist
describes here.
Though the reasons for
fretting over might be
different, the cure that
the psalm prescribes
apply to all scenarios of
fretting. It is a “one size
fit all” kind of remedy.
We need to understand
that if left untreated
fretting could harm us
extremely badly.

J

need each one. Trust in
God should be focused,
joyful, and wise.

1. Focussed trust

First, 'trust in’ should be
focused. “Trust in the LORD
and do good; dwell in the
land and befriend
faithfulness” (Psalms 37:3).
In the following lines he
elaborates what trusting the
Lord means.

| understand this line as
saying, trust in the Lord
while you keep doing good.
The focus in on doing good
or being fit for the purpose
for which we are created by

describes here. Though the reasons for fretting
over might be different, the cure that the psalm
prescribes apply to all scenarios of fretting. It
is a “one size fit all” kind of remedy.

Before we move on to talk about the cure,
we need to understand that if left untreated
fretting could harm us extremely badly. It

God. In the Bible “being good” is to serve the
purpose for which something is made.An apple
that can not be eaten is not good apple nor a
rose that never blooms is not a good rose worth
keeping. Trusting in the Lord is to take our eyes
off from what distracts us from our God-ordained
task. When we are immersed in serving God’s

Dr. Paulson
Pulikottil is the
Senior Pastor of
the Community
of the
Redeemed

Pune, India. He

has been on the
faculty of many
Bible colleges
in India and
abroad.

The focus in on
doing good or
being fit for the
purpose for
which we are
created by God.
In the Bible
“being good” is to
serve the
purpose for
which something
is made.
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Trusting in God
should be a
similar delightful
experience. God
rewards by such
trust by granting
the desires of
our heart. When
we delight in
God, God keeps
us delighted in
him. When trust
in God raises to
that level of
delightful
experience then
there is no
reason to fret.
We are fully
engrossed in
what God has
done in our life.

purpose in our lives, there is no time to fret over
anything.

Focussed trust comes with its own rewards
which is dwelling in the land in order to feed on
God’s own faithfulness. The word translated as
“befriend” in ESV can also be rendered as “feed
on”. (See the ESV note). As we focus in fulfilling
the God-ordained purposes in our lives, God

Trusting in God should be a similar delightful
experience. God rewards by such trust by
granting the desires of our heart. When we
delight in God, God keeps us delighted in him.
When trust in God raises to that level of
delightful experience then there is no reason to
fret. We are fully engrossed in what God has
done in our life.

responds by constantly
supplying us by his
faithfulness. He makes us
satisfied.

2. Joyful trust

A second shade of trust
in God is joy, it is joyful
trust. “Delight yourself in
the LORD, and he will give
you the desires of your
heart” (Psalms 37:4). The
word “delight” evokes the
experience of eating. We
don’t eat to just fill the
stomach. In choosing the
places to eat and ordering
the food we make sure our
eating is a delightful
experience. That is why the
restaurant reviews talk

-~

Stillness is that quality of
life that there is nothing to
be anxious about. The
psalm opens with a wise
observation that the things
that we usually fret over
are not there for ever.
When God orders our
lives, we don’t need to
spend energy on venting
our frustrations. We don’t
stall on the way like a car
that stops in the middle of
nowhere on the highway
as the heat builds up in the
engine. As it has always
kept itself cool, it runs its
course steadily.

~

3. Wise trust

A third shade of trust is
that it is wise. We don’t
trust God blindly, but it is
insightful that brings a
divine calm in to our lives.
“Be still before the LORD
and wait patiently for him”
(Psalms 37:7). What is
being still? Stillness is that
quality of life that there is
nothing to be anxious
about. The psalm opens
with a wise observation that
the things that we usually
fret over are not there for
ever. “For they will soon fade
like the grass and wither like
the green herb” (Psalms
37:2). From his life lessons,

about the dQcor of the \

) the old wise man realized

place. That is the reason
why the menu card also carries the pictures of
the food (along with the price). When we eat,
we roll the food in our mouth before swallowing
it. No child washes down MnM (the chocolate
brand) with a glass of water though each piece
of MnM looks like tablets. But they are colourful
chocolate balls. Those who love MnM allow it
to slowly melt in their mouth, cherish its taste
if it remains and takes another one when the
one in the mouth is gone! That is delighting in.

that the pomp and glory of
the godless would not last forever. It is this divine
insight on life that enriches our trust in God. To
trust God is not to be foolish. It is the wisest
choice we have made.

When God orders our lives, we don’t need
to spend energy on venting our frustrations. We
don’t stall on the way like a car that stops in
the middle of nowhere on the highway as the
heat builds up in the engine. As it has always
kept itself cool, it runs its course steadily. pg

o

Quotable Quotes

~

"By reading the Bible we learn more about God. The more we learn of Him the more
we love and trust Him" - Jason A. Ponzio
"I have complete confidence that God is able to take care of any situation and provide an answer
to any question or problem - He has all the resources of the universe to draw upon in helping each
one of us through any type of crisis if we will trust Him" - Charles Stanley
"God wants us to trust Him and put all of our circumstances in His hands as we believe that He is
working them out for good" - Jimmy Davis

J
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Timeless Sayings of Jesus Christ!

SETTING up the RIGHT
PRIORITIES for our LIVES!

N

Dr. Shibu
Cherian

MS, MBA,
D.Min., Ph.D.

“Therefore, do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or
‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly
Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. Therefore, do not worry
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day

N

is its own trouble.” (Matthew 6:31-34) J

Through the above passage, our Lord Jesus
Christ is teaching us that we should set up the
right priorities in our lives by ‘putting first things
first’. We should not spend our lives in anxious
pursuit of food, drink, and clothing for the future.
The world around us is scrambling madly to
accumulate material things, and living as if food
and clothing were everything to pursue in life.

As God'’s children, we need to understand

will see that you NEVER lack the necessities
of life.” This is God’s “Social Security” program
for us!

Our responsibility is to live for God, trusting
Him for our future with unshakable confidence
that He will provide everything that we need.
We are called to live one day at a time by
focusing only on what is in front of us. We need
to simplify our lives, and not worry by being

is the Pastor

of Carolinas
Christian
Assembly in
Matthews, NC
that serves all
Asian Indians in
and around the
Charlotte area.
He is also the
President of
United in the
WORD
Ministries, Inc.
He is a certified
Clinical Chaplain,
a Bible Teacher
and a Premarital
Counselor.

Visit his ministry
website @ http://
www.unitedinthe

that we have a heavenly overwhelmed with the § word.com
Father who knows our life’s demands. Worry

daily needs. Our God f \ does not accomplish

makes the following Our responsibility is to live for anything positive but

covenant with us:“If you God, trusting Him for our future instead makes us

will put MY interests with unshakable confidence that miserable with our

first in your life, | will He will provide everything that troubles. We must

guarantee your future we need. We are called to live take things as they

needs. If you seek first one day at a time by focusing come — one day at a

MY kingdom and MY only on what is in front of us time —and trust God for
righteousness, then |\ — / thewisdom to respond
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Our God makes
the following
covenant with
us:“If you will
put MY interests
first in your life,
| will guarantee
your future
needs. If you
seek first MY
kingdom

and MY
righteousness,
then | will see
that you NEVER
lack the
necessities of
life.” This is
God’s “Social
Security”
program for us!

o
e
.'ﬁ. _! {; i

BUT & i1 PIRSHE
the KINGDOM of GOD'
and HIS
RIGHTEOUSNESS,
and THESE
i PRl THINGS
HALL BE ADDED
1o Ynu' L% I, '!ll!-.t'..'_&:i_

o :_-'-E‘_
properly in

every f \
situation.

Let us make God’s
sovereign rule and a right
relationship with Him,
the highest priority in our
lives. Worry is
inconsistent with this
priority; it doubts the
sovereignty or goodness

"

Him. Let us aim for total
stewardship so that God
is in complete control of
our lives, and our one
desire is to glorify Him
alone every day. This is
the secret of living an
abundant life free of
worries!

“In the multitude of
my anxieties within me,
Your comforts delight
my soul.” (Psalms
94:19) [

Let us make God’s
sovereign rule and a right
relationship with Him, the

highest priority in our lives.
Worry is inconsistent with
this priority; it doubts the

sovereignty or goodness of

of God and distracts us God and distracts us from

from the true goals of life. the true goals of life.

God will meet all our K j
needs when we risk all in

-

~

Quotable Quotes from Rev. A.W. Tozer

** “Rules for Self Discovery: 1. What we want most; 2. What we think about most;
3. How we use our money; 4. What we do with our leisure time; 5. The company we
enjoy; 6. Who and what we admire; 7. What we laugh at”

** “] can safely say, on the authority of all that is revealed in the Word of God, that
any man or woman on this earth who is bored and turned off by worship

** “One hundred religious persons knit into a unity by careful organization do not
\ constitute a church any more than eleven dead men make a football team” )

is not ready for heaven”

March 2023
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Author’s Qualification

James the author’s main qualifications were
his witness of the resurrected Christ, and his
fellowship with Christ during his earthly ministry.
Although James did not officially accept the
discipleship of Jesus during Christ's ministry
(John 7:5), it is assumed that he observed his
movements closely. Another qualification of his
is his close association with the apostles. Being
the elder (bishop) of the first Christian church
(Jerusalem) is also a qualification. His close
relationship with the Jews is also not
insignificant.

Recipients of the epistle

To whom did James write his epistle? At the
beginning of the epistle, the author not only
introduces himself but also introduces the
readers. “Its receivers are the twelve scattered
among the nations (1:1). There are three views
of the twelve scattered tribes. The first view is
that they are the literal Israel. However, they
cannot be the literal Israelites because it
contains at least two references to Jesus Christ
(1:1; 2:1) whom the Jews did not consider as
Messiah. Also, the Christian doctrine of being
born again by the word of truth (1:18) and the
theme of the appearance of the Lord (5:7-8) are
discussed in this epistle. Another view is that
the twelve scattered tribes are the true Israelites
of God (Rom. 2:28, 29; Gal. 6:16). Although
such a view can exist, in light of the content,

James (Part 2)

Beginning
a New Series of
Bible Study

this interpretation is also irrelevant. The writer
is speaking to a society that has the church as
their meeting place, world-loving adulterers, and
capitalists who exploit the workers. The early
Christian churches did not have their own
meeting place, churches. According to the
epistle, not everyone is of the same opinion as
to whether the moral decline was only for the
Christian Church at that time. Therefore, this
view is also not greatly supported. A third view
is that the Twelve Tribes of Dispersion must be
the Jewish Christians and the Jews. This view
is most likely, because at the time James wrote
this epistle, the Christian church had not
acquired an identity completely separate from
the Jews. The disciples of Jesus Christ and the
early members of the Christian Church were all
Jews. They and others understood them as
Jews. It can be said that the Christian Church
had its own clarity after the Jerusalem
Conference. Therefore, the recipients of this
epistle, which is thought to have been written
before the first council meeting in Jerusalem
(Acts 15) are the Jewish Christians, including
the twelve scattered tribes.

Date of the epistle

Two arguments have been made about the
time of writing of the Epistle of James. Oneis a
later dating, and the other is early dating. The
later argument suggests that this epistle was
written in AD 60, shortly before James met his
martyrdom. According to the first century Jewish

Rev. K.M. Varghese

This small book
is as beautiful as
a pearl necklace
made of multi-
colored pearls
and as rich in
resources as a
multi-cuisine
feast.

This epistle is a
voice that
combines the
authority of
Moses, the fervor
of Elijah, and the
sharpness of
John the Baptist.
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historian Josephus, James’ martyrdom
dates to AD 62 (The MacArthur Bible
Commentary: P.1879).

The obvious devaluation and
inequality in the church, the tone that
the readers are not new Christians, and
the presence of the writer’s long-term
experience that shadows the epistle,
are reasons that support the later
dating. According to the earlier date
argument, the epistle of James took
place before the Jerusalem Council of
AD 49, i.e. betweenAD 45 and 49.The
first address in the epistle, the meeting
in the churches, the simple structure
of the congregation, and the Jewish
tone of the epistle are arguments in
favor of the early date. The early date
is supported by the fact that the epistle
contains no reference to the Jerusalem
conference in AD 49 held under his
chairmanship. So the first book in the
New Testament according to the order
in which it was written is the Epistle
of James.

Purpose of the epistle

The purpose of the epistle was to
lead Jewish Christians to Christian
maturity. The writer uses the term
‘perfect’ or its synonym in five places
in this epistle. Perfect (1:4) Perfect
(1:17) Perfect Law (1:25) Perfect Faith
(2:22) Perfect Man (3:2). In 1:4 the
terms ‘mature,’ ‘complete,” and ‘not
lacking’ are used together. Not only
James, but also the author of Hebrews
speaks of the same condition of Judeo-
Christians (5:11 - 6:2). They were
lacking in practical living:unstable
(James 1:1-4), strife and signs of strife
(4:1), love of the world (4:4), luxurious
life (5:5), etc. The author’s goal was to
free them from it and bring them to
Christian maturity.

Special topics in the epistle

Many view this epistle as a very
unstructured book with no specific
themes. But if you study it carefully,
you will be able to understand some
of the special themes that James
presents in this epistle and its

approach and order. The main themes
are perfect piety (1:1-27), perfect faith
(2:13:12) and perfect wisdom (3:13-
5:20).

Features of the epistle

1. A beautiful piece of literature

The epistle written by James is a
beautiful piece of literature. The
reprimand, command tone,
conversational style, and decorative
expressions in the essay exemplify the
writer’s authority and eloquence.

2. Diversity of topics, clarity of
concepts

The epistle of James is a book
characterized by variety of topics and
clarity of ideas. Examining, praying,
testing, piety, faith, the tongue,
wisdom, love of the world, transience
of life, life under Adam, endurance,

(- )
The epistle of James is a prophetic
voice and a sermon in the New
Testament. It is the voice of the New
Testament against social evil in
sharp words like Amos of the Old
Testament who spoke out against
social evil.

\ /

truthfulness of words are explained
succinctly. The author elaborates on
the main themes of the epistle such
as godliness, faith, and wisdom.

3. Lessons from nature and life

James draws lessons from nature
and life that are familiar to both author
and audience. The foaming beach (1:6),
the withering grass, the budding flower
(1:11), the looking mirror (1:23-24), the
fire (2:16), the bridle-controlled horse
(3:2), the small rudder-controlled ship
(3:4), the small fire that burns the great
forest (3:5), the taming of domestic
animals ( 3:7), the deadly poison (3:8),
the fountain, and the trees that bear
their fruit (3:12), the seed and the
harvest (3:18), the raving merchant
(4:13), and the vanishing vapor (4:13).
14), tarnished gold, silver, a fading
garment (5:2-3), and a farmer waiting
for rain (5:7) — make the subject matter
more vivid with limited words.

4. Personality to objects

Giving personality to objects and
detailing the subject is a specialty of
James. Inanimate objects are
presented as sentient beings. Beasts
that conceive and give birth to lust and
sin (1:15), the army to that which fights
against lust (4:1-2), the world-lover to
the adulteress (4:4), witnesses to the
corrosion of gold and silver coins (5:2-
3) crying men to those whose wages
are held by the capitalists (5:4).

5. A practical theology based on
monotheism

James presents a practical
theology based on monotheism.
Demons are presented in the plural and
God in the singular in the same verse
(2:19). God is one. There is only one
Lord of justice and judge (4:12), God
saves and is powerful and destroys

(4:12), God is generous (1:5), has

great mercy and compassion. James

constructs his epistle on these

practical teachings.

6. The prophetic voice in the
New Testament
The epistle of James is a prophetic

voice and a sermon in the New

Testament. The epistle of James is

the voice of the NewTestament Amos

who speaks out against social evil in
sharp words like Amos of the Old
Testament who spoke out against
social evil. The authority of the title as
‘Christ’s servant’ is evident throughout
this epistle. No other Old Testament
prophet spoke with more authority than
Amos. James is not ready to
compromise on divine matters. He is
seen not only as powerful as Moses
but also as wise as Solomon. This
epistle has many similarities to Old
Testament proverbs and Jesus’
Sermon on the Mount. This book can
be called the moral lessons of the New
Testament. The voice of Christ’s
authority and roar resounds in this
book, where the name Jesus Christ is
not repeated much.

This epistle is a voice that
combines the authority of Moses, the
fervor of Elijah, and the sharpness of
John the Bapitist. ®
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Jesus Christ:

His Cross (Death) is unique!

“And | will put enmity between you and the woman,
And between your seed and her Seed;
He shall bruise your head,
And you shall bruise His heel” (Genesis 3:15)

(Continuation from the previous
isssue)

Then Pilate told Chief Priests, rulers
and the people that he did not find any
basis for their charges and he
announced, “I will punish him and then
release him” (Luke 22:16). .Since Pilate
recognized the authority of Herod over
Galilee they became friends. Power and
position are the elements which make
people friends and enemies. Meanwhile
Peter denied Christ thrice. When Jesus
looked at Peter, he repented and cried
(Luke 22:61).. Have you ever seen the
look of Jesus when you denied Him in
thoughts and deeds? Jesus loves
people inspite of their shortcomings. No
one accused Jesus of blasphemy before
Pilate. They accused Jesus of sedition
against Roman Government They
accused that Jesus made Himself the
Son of God (John 19:7). Roman
Procurator was afraid when people
shouted “if you let this man go you are
not Caesar’s friend, Whoever makes
himself a king speaks against Caesar’
(John 19:12). People shouted, “away
with this man and release Barabbas (a
terrorist and murderer). Pilate wanted to
release Jesus and he appealed to
people asking what shall | do then with
Jesus? The question of all questions in
our lives..People shouted “crucify him”.
What kind of judge and justice!! Judge
knows the accused person is innocent
and he is asking the opinion of the
people who are accusing! When Pontius
Pilate came to Jerusalem to take over
the post of governor, he hoisted Roman
flag and emblem of eagle and when Jews
protested he removed them. So Jews
and their leaders learned that Pilate
would yield to threats and protests. He

had an elastic conscience. When Pilate
was prepared to punish Jesus who was
innocent, people knew Pilate would yield
to their demand to crucify innocent Jesus.
Pilate knew an uproar was starting, he
took water and washed his hands in front
of the crowd , “l am innocent of this man’s
blood”. All the people answered, ‘Let his
blood be on us and our generation”
(Matthew 27:25). Voluntarily Jews took
the blood of Jesus on the heads of their
generation. For the last 21 centuries the
Jews are getting what they asked - blood
of Jesus on their heads. Jesus gave
Barabbas physical freedom but He gave
us eternal freedom when He took our
sins, suffered full penalty and pain so
that we are reconcilled with God . The
question of Pilate “what shall | do then to
Jesus”? is for all of us. Our decision
determines our stand at the judgment
seat of Christ. Pilate had Jesus flogged
before handing him over to the soldiers.
They stripped Him, put a scarlet robe on
Him and pushed down a crown of thorns
on His head .They put a staff in His right
hand and knelt before Him and mocked.
They spit on Him and struck Him with
the staff again and again .Then they off
the robe and led Him away to crucify. An
innocent person was sentenced to death
for our sins and our redemption. In
Philippians 2:5-9, we read, Jesus
humbled himself in seven places and
God raised Him in seven places .Humility
is the character of Jesus Christ. It must
be found in us, too, if we are His
followers. People shouted “Hosanna” in
the previous week, but cried “crucify Him”
now! Do not ever be swayed by the flattery
of people!

They led Jesus carrying His cross to
Golgotha (Place of skull) to crucify Him.
After His crucifixion, the place of skull

Pastor
John Mathew
Bangalore

became the place of grace and glory for
us. He fell many times due to weight of
the wood and his physical exhaustion.
The soldiers forced Cyrene Simon to
carry the cross. Simon and his sons
became great men of God (Mark 15:21,
Romans 16:13) because he bore the
cross. Roman flogging was so cruel as
it resulted in the flesh being cut to such
an extent that veins and arteries were
exposed. As prophesied in Psalms
22:18, the soldiers cast lots for His
clothes. He was crucified on the tree as
recorded in Galatians 3:13 to become
curse for us. In fact the Bible mentions
three TREES: one, tree of knowledge of
good and evil (Genesis 2:17) which
made humanity sinners, two, the tree on
which Jesus was crucified to save us
from the sins and curses and three, the
Tree of Life (Revelation 22:2) whose fruits
would be given to us. They led Him
through the East Gate of Jerusalem to
Golgotha. It is believed He would come
to Jerusalem though East Gate as King
of Kings at His second coming. His
sufferings were narrated in Isaiah 50:6.
His death on the cross and burial were
recorded in Isaiah 53 as prophecy. Jesus
got strength to face all sufferings and
accusations from His prayer on knees
at Gethsemane. He spoke with Father in
earnest and intimate interaction. Jesus
was crucified on the cross with two
criminals .It was not accidental that
Jesus Christ was one of the three
crucified at Calvary. Seven hundred and
fifty years back, Prophet Isaiah said that
“He would be numbered with
transgressors®.

Pilate put a notice fastened to the
cross of Jesus Christ “JESUS OF
NAZARETHH, THE KING OF JEWS”
(IESUS NAZARENUS REX IUDADRUM)
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in Aramaic, Latin and Geek (John 19:20).
The chief priests of the Jews protested
to Pilate and asked him to change the
inscription. But Pilate stood his ground
saying that “what | have written, | have
written”. What he wrote was true and
heaven gave Pilate courage to face the
chief priests first time.

First saying of Christ on the Cross:
“Father forgive them: for they know not
what they do” (Luke 23:24). Even in His
agony, He interceded for the people who
insulted, humiliated and crucified Him.
What a love! We can be remade bright
and clean with hatred banished from our
minds if we follow our Lord. First
Christian martyr Stephen imitated his
Master when people gnashed their teeth
and stoned him, Stephen looked up to
heaven and saw the glory of God and
Lord Jesus Christ standing at the right
of God and Stephen cried out “Lord, do
not hold this against them” (Acts 7:54-
58). Stephen did not see the people who
were stoning him but he looked up and
prayed for the enemies. “If any man be in
Christ he is a new creature”.

At first both malefactors ridiculed
Jesus but gradually one of them looked
at the suffering Saviour and knew Jesus
was innocent and prayed “Jesus,
remember me when you come into your
Kingdom” (Luke 23:44). The faith of the
criminal was great that he found a
Saviour in Jesus who was dying along
with him on the Cross. Loving Lord
promised him, ”I tell you the truth, today
you will be with me in Paradise”. The
crucified criminal had lived in sin until
last moment of his life when he saw the
Saviour and Holy Spirit led him to faith. If
anybody opens heart to the Saviour any
moment and accepts Him as Saviour
turning back from the old life will be
accepted by our Lord. Great and famous
Scientist Copernicus directed that his
gravestone be inscribed with the words
“Lord, remember me when thou comest
into thy Kingdom”. Jesus loved His
mother and entrusted her to John, He
loved a criminal and promised him
Paradise, he loved people and prayed to
Father to forgive them. Jesus Christ is
the embodiment of LOVE.

There was darkness all over the land

when the Creator was dying on the cross.
It was noon and immediately the Sun
was darkened (Luke 23:44). The earth
was darkened so that our Lord’s intense
suffering was somewhat shielded from
prying eyes. The nature could not see
the agony of its Creator. Jesus cried
aloud “My God, My God,why have you
forsaken me”? (Matthew 27:46.). Christ
experienced separation from Father God
as substitute for the sinners. Holy God
could not look at His son who bore sins
of humanity. Him who had no sin was
made sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21).

When Jesus saw His mother, and His
loving disciple John, He said to His
mother, “dear woman, here is your son,
and to His disciple “here is your mother”.
From that time on the disciple took her
into his home {John 19:28). He fulfilled
His responsibility. She was the
instrument for His incarnation and the
earthly relationship was over at the
Cross, asking John to look after her. It is
model for all children In Psalms 128:3 it
is said children should be like Olive
plants around the table. Olive plant
stands for peace, shade, support and
fruitfulness and children are expected to
be like that to their parents in their old
age,

When Jesus said “I thirst”, they gave
him wine vinegar as fulfilment of the
prophecy in Psalms 69:21. He refused
to drink the stupefying wine that was
offered. He declared: “it is finished” (John
19:3).

Jesus knew His work on earth of the
redemption for the fallen human beings
was finished. He called out with a loud
voice “Father, into your hands | commit
my Spirit” (Luke 23:46) and He breathed
His last. What a unique death!! At that
moment the curtain of the temple was
torn in two from the top to bottom, the
rocks shook and split, tombs broke open.
The tearing of the curtain of the temple
(Exodus 26:33) signifies that the way is
open for us to the presence of God
through Jesus Christ. Through the death
of our Saviour, the curtain separating the
Holy Place from the Most Holy place was
removed and the way into the Most Holy
place was open for all believers of Christ
(Hebrews 9:1-14,10:19-22). Christ wa

crucified for us. When the Creator died
on the cross nature convulsed, ground
shook, rocks opened and sky became
dark as sun disappeared.

When the Roman centurion who was
in charge of the crucifixion witnessed the
miracles of the earth trembling, the sun
losing its brilliance, he glorified God
saying, “certainly this was a righteous
man" (Luke 23:47). But Mark records as
the Centurion saying, “Surely this man
was the Son of God” (Mark 15:39). We
can assume the centurion was saved at
the cross. Tradition says he was
Longinus and many stories are attached
to him. But there is no historical proof of
the stories but we believe his name is
written in the book of life.

The words of Almighty God were
fulfilled: “Son of woman will crush the
head of the serpent and the serpent will
bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15).

When soldiers came to break the
legs of the crucified persons according
to the command of Pilate (as Jews
desired) they found Jesus was dead and
did not break Hs leg as fulfilment of the
prophecy (Psalms 34:20). But one
soldier pierced Jesus’ side with a spear,
bringing a sudden flow of blood and water
(John 19:34). It was also fulfilment of the
prophecy (Zechariah 12:10).

As evening approached Joseph
Arimathea, a secret disciple of Jesus and
a prominent member of the council, went
boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of
Jesus. Pilate agreed to give him the
body. Nicodemus brought a mixture of
myrrh and aloes, about seventy five
pounds. Two of them took the body and
wrapped it with spices and strips of linen
and placed it in his own new tomb in the
garden. It ws fulfilment of the prophecy
in Isaiah 53:9.

Chief priests were afraid of the
predictions about His resurrection. They
went to Pilate and asked for guards at
the tomb. All miracles that happened at
the death of Christ did not change the
attitude of these religious leaders. They
asked Pilate to give order for the tomb to
be made secure until the third day. Pilate
agreed to their demand and they made
the tomb secure by putting a seal on the
stone and posting guards (Mat. 27:65).

J

"But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.
For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more,
having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life" (Romans 5:8-10)
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Why God Permits
Suffering and Pain?

One of the questions that keep
coming up is about how one can relate
all the suffering in the world to the
character of God who is said to be both
good and almighty. God is morally free,
in that nothing can make Him do
anything against His nature. Having
exercised His omnipotence in creating
the universe and endowing His
creatures with freedom (free will), God
does not block the outcome of that
freedom of choice. Misuse of this
freedom causes the development of
evil. This evil results in suffering and
pain.

According to the Scriptures, Satan
was the first cause of his sin, and as
the story of the Garden of Eden shows,
Satan has passed his sin down to
man. Man brought evil upon himself,
like Satan, by selfishly choosing his
own way apart from God’s way.
However, evil is not running loose and
unchecked, and God will triumph all
the evils of the world. We read in
John 16:33 that ‘here on earth you
will have many trials and sorrows;
but cheer up, for | have overcome
the world” (TLB). Jesus has already
won the ultimate victory, and He
tells us to take courage in a world of
discouragement, because He has
deprived that world of its power to harm
us. We need not allow the suffering to
defeat us; rather we are enabled to
triumph over it. We need to realize that
Christ who never ceases to make us
able, strengthens us (Philippians 4:13)
to live above such circumstances.

In a way, God took the risk of giving
us the freedom of choice. It is said that
God created the fact of freedom and
we perform the act of freedom.
Because the opportunity of choosing
both the good and the evil are included
in this freedom, some of our actions,

sadly, can be sinful and foolish; but
God does not block the outcome of
such actions although the results can
be pain and suffering.

We may not know fully God’s
purposes in allowing evil. Agood God
would have a reason to create a world
in which we find potential for both good
and evil. Onething we know God can
enter the arena of evil and turn it to His
purposes.What sinful people mean for
evil, God may mean for good, as we
read in Romans 8:28 that all things
work together for the good of those who
love Him; surely, God can turn the
suffering into something good, we
believe. However, God does not employ
evil means to bring about good.

True, there are various kinds of evil.
There are evil people who commit
crime, evil events like earthquakes, and
evil produced by natural processes that
we are unable to prevent. Evil can also

"And we know that all things work
together for good to those who love
God, to those who are the called

according to His purpose" Rom. 8:28

be a lack in something — when good
that should be there is missing from
something. We know that Satan cannot
do evil without God’s permission.Also
we know nothing can happen to us
without God’s permission. We, being
finite human beings, are not able to
fully understand why God in His infinite
wisdom permit evil. However, we can
learn a few reasons based on the
Scriptures as to why bad things happen
to us.

1. It can be to punish people for
their own acts of sin and evil. The
sufferer may not be aware that violation
of God’s standards for holiness,
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can get away

by ignoring the seriousness of sin and
sinful ways of lives. There is an

important reason that the sinners
should give up their sinful acts and get
right with God, considering the results
of what evil they do as an opportunity
to live a holy and godly life.

(Lamentations 3:39; Romans 1:27;

1 Peter2:14)

2. It can be to alert those
living contrary to God’s laws to
make them realize that their
sinful actions cause pain,
suffering and inconveniences to

others as well. So the suffering is
allowed as a warning to make
necessary corrections in their own
lives,and to stop causing troubles to
others. (2 Corinthians 2:6).

3. It can be to use the
experience of lesser pain as a
means to save people even from
life-threatening incidents and to
prevent from certain physical
dangers, and as life-saving
warning so that they are helped to
learn from the pain experiences.
Moreover God chastens His children
with the good intention of hoping the
best for them. Sometimes we need
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pain so that we are not overcome by
the evil that we would choose it,if there
is no pain or were it painless. (Psalms
119:71; Hebrws 12:5,6).

4. It can be a means to create a
climate in which our thoughts are
directed towards God whom we
might otherwise ignore. It can be
God’s megaphone to arouse the people
who continue to follow sinful ways,
especially those trusting the modern
technological knowledge and ignoring
God and His Word as irrelevant. The
cause for suffering can also be due to
certain kind of mechanical& electrical
failure, computer failure, helplessness
during certain natural calamitiesetc.
We realize the need for trusting our
wonderful God Who is much bigger
than our problems (Psalms 118:8;
Luke 13:3,5).

5. It can be to alert people about
their need for Salvation in
Christ. The suffering situation may
lead the sufferer to repent of his/her
sins, and the results of repentance
leads to the outcome of
blessedness by putting their trust
in God, and becoming a child of
God. (Acts.13:26,47; Hebrews 2:3;
1 Thessalonians 5:9)

6. It can be a means by which
we are motivated to surrender to
God our body along with all the
material blessings we have
received. We are reminded this
frequently as we experience pain and
suffering of one kind or another. We
are asked to consider it as a sign of
God’s deep love toward us, giving us
opportunity to seek what God wants
us to learn from such painful
experiences. (James 4:7; Romans
12:1; Hebrews 12:5,6).

7. It can be to remind us that
suffering and glorification are part
of the same process of growth in
the Christian life. The problems that
cause suffering can be opportunities
for us to spiritually grow and deal with
such situations in God’s strength. Not
only that we are enabled to bear such
adversities, but also to experience
God’s enabling power to make

progress in the affairs of life we are
involved, and to develop greater

confidence about the future. In order
for us to share in Christ’s glory in future,
we are required to share in His suffering
as well; nothing we suffer, however, can
compare to the greater price Jesus
paid to save us. (Romans 5:3,4;

8:16,17).

8. It can be to make us realize
that we are destined for eternity and
so about the need for deciding our
priorities in terms of our attachment to
the worldly matters, especially to
exercise control over the accumulation
of wealth and material goods. (Acts
13:48; 2 Corinthians 5:1)

9. It can be to develop and
refine a person’s faith and
character. It is the character of Christ
we are able to develop in our
personality that we carry with us into

“For whom the Lord loves He
chastens, And scourges every son
whom He receives” (Heb. 12:6)

eternity. Moreover, our character should
be the causative force for our
achievements here. While God wants
to get His work done through us, He
also wants to produce His character
in us. It is the character on God’s
terms that is counted than getting
success using means contrary to
God’s will. (Romans 8:29; Galatians
5:22,23; 1 Corinthians 1:26).

10. It can be to remind us about
the need for reaching the goals of
our calling from God in spite of the
sufferings associated with the
sacrificial services required to
fulfill the unique task given to each
of us. When we are aware that it is
God who has called us and entrusted
the ministry with a purpose, the
possible pain though real is not felt as
pain. (Romans 8:18;11:29; Acts 20:24).

11. It can be to arouse
compassion in the mind of those
of us who happened to watch the
suffering of others, and get

involved in the acts of mercy. We
are made aware of the responsibility
to do our best to alleviate suffering.
Such involvements to alleviate pain and
suffering must be held within the
context of our responsibility to God
and do the best we can when we can.
(Matthew 9:36; 1 Peter 3:8).

12. It can be for the
manifestation of the works of God,
as we notice in Jesus giving the
answer when the disciples asked Him
the “why” question. Jesus used this
man’s (the man born blind) suffering
to teach about faith and to glorify God.
True, innocent people sometimes
suffer. Regardless of the reasons for
our suffering, Jesus has the power to
help us deal with it. We can therefore,
pray for giving us the strengththrough
the trial and a deeper perspective on
what God does in our lives. The Lord

helps us to realize that ‘what

happens through us is more

important than what happens to us’.

We are to experience what God

does through us in enabling us to

triumph over adversities and

afflictions (John 9:3;16:33;
Philippians 4:13).

Suffering is also a training
ground for Christian ministry. It
develops our patience and makes
our final victory sweet. We should
continue our race (Hebrews 12:1-3).
We know the father in a family
corrects, train and even punishes his
child to help him learn what is right; it
is a sign of father's love toward his
child, although such disciplining is not
always pleasant. We can gratefully
accept what God our heavenly father
does in our lives. God is also like a
demanding coach who pushes to our
limits and requires of us a disciplined
life. We can draw upon the strength of
Christ by following Him, and use our
growing strength to a certain extent to
help those around us who are weak
and arestruggling.We can seek the
strengthening of the Holy Spirit in our
life to be an example for others to make
it easier to believe, follow and become
mature in Christ. o
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I n
Psalms
139:14,
we read:
"I will
praise
you for |
am fear-
fully and
wonderfully made, your works are
wonderful and | know that fully well".
We believe this but when we look at
the mirror we tend to doubt this verse
and wonder: it would have been
wonderful if | had blue eyes! It would
have been wonderful if | was @ller. This
is contrary to the above verse. The
Bible tells us in Proverbs 16:4, the
LORD has made everything for its
purpose. But do you believe that
everything has a purpose?

The short story below will help
explain the verses. Alady had to walk
down every day to collect water from
the stream. She used two pots
hanging at the ends of a pole and was
carried on her shoulders. One of the
pots had a crack in it but she still
chose to use while the other pot was
perfect with no cracks. Every day the
woman would go to the stream and fill
the pots up to the brim and walk back
up the hill. By the time she reached
the house the cracked pot will only be
half full whereas the good pot had all
the water inside. For many years this
went on daily, with the woman bringing
home only one and a half pot of water.
Of course, the perfect pot was proud

"Let the little children

come to me and do not
hinder them"

4 )

Juby Anoop, UK
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cracked pot was ashamed of its own
imperfection, and felt miserable that it
could only do half of what it had been
made to do.After two years the
cracked pot thought of spoking to the
woman one day by the stream. “l am
ashamed of myself, because this
crack in my side causes water to leak
out all the way back to your house”.
The lady replied: "When we return home
| want you to look carefully at the path
we walk". As they walked the cracked
pot noticed a row of flowers on its side
of the road whereas the other side was
all dry!

Once they reached home the lady
smiled and said, ‘Did you notice that
there are flowers on your side of the
path, but not on the other pot’s side?’
‘That’s because | have always known
about your flaw, so | planted flower
seeds on your side of the path, and
every day while we walk back, you were

been able to pick beautiful
flowers to decorate the table.
Without you being just the
way you were, there would not
be this beautiful flower

arrangement to grace the

house. Dear friends, we can
see that the defect of the pot
served a purpose and it was wonderful
with its flaws

In the example of Paul, we see
God’s purpose as Paul was born as a
Roman citizen. This helped him to gain
access to places where common
people could not enter, making him the
only apostle to preach to kings and
people of royalty. On the other hand it
is also said that apostle Paul was of a
very short stature which helped him to
feel less uncomfortable in dingy prison
cells.

Your place of birth and your family
has been purposefully assigned by
God. In the Bible, we read that Moses
was born beautiful for a purpose (Acts
7:20, Hebrews 11:23). He was born as
a beautiful baby to catch the attention
of the Princess of Egypt. God placed
Moses in the hands of a clever mother;
Jochebed who knew the art of making
a waterproof papyrus basket. God
chose her as Moses’s mother with the
purpose of saving him to become the
deliverer of Israel from Egypt.

Dear friends, it is true that we do
not get to choose our genetics, our
appearance or our parents. But it is
the way God wired you. The “flaws”
that you think are “flaws”, make you

of its accomplishments. But the poor watering them.’For two years | have unique in God’s eyes. P
-
"I will praise You, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made; R
Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul knows very well" (Psalms 139:14)
“The Lord has made all for Himself" (Proverbs 16:4)
"And when she saw that he was a beautiful child, she hid him three months. But when she
could no longer hide him, she took an ark of bulrushes for him, daubed it with asphalt and
pitch, put the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the river ’s bank" (Exodus 2:2,3) y
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THE ASBURY REVIVAL
2023

“The Holy Spirit was tangible in the
room. Chains were broken, confession
happened and God was praised as holy,
holy, holy”. This is how one student
described the Asbury revival, which
began on Wednesday, February 8, 2023
at Asbury University in Kentucky. USAand
continued for about 2 weeks. The
University has been known through the
years for a number of great revivals. A
revival that began in February 1970 lasted
for 144 hours of unbroken worship

hundred people fell to their knees and
responded. Since then, the campus has
experienced an outpouring of the Holy
Spirit that is still continuing. People have
been giving testimonies, reading
Scripture, worshiping God, and praying.
Students, professors, and local church
leaders have been participating.
Students from multiple colleges have
been drawn to the Asbury campus as
well. As the small town could not handle
such a large influx of visitors from outside
and as the students had to go back to
classes, the public meetings had to be
moved out of the campus.

services. Some two thousand witness
teams went out from the school to
churches and 130 college campuses
around the nation. Another revivial which
began in March 1992 turned into 127
consecutive hours of prayer and praise.
Another one in February 2006 led to four
days of continuous worship, prayer, and
praise.

Now the Holy Spirit seems to be
moving in an extraordinary way again at
Asbury. When an altar call was given in a
regular Wednesday prayer meeting in the
chapel on February 8, at least one

There is a deep sense of God’s loving
presence as He draws people to
Himself. A student. Elena Overman, said,
“Throughout the past days, the Lord has
revealed Himself and His unfailing love
and faithfulness to everyone who has
stepped through the doors of the
auditorium. He is radically transforming
lives. The Holy Spirit is at work in this
place and all around the world through
our prayers and He is not stopping
anytime soon. All glory to God".

C.S. Lewis wrote: “God loved us not
because we were lovable, but because

He is love”. If we will respond to His love
by loving Him, we will be a catalyst for
the revival our culture needs so
desperately. So let us pray: "LET THE
REVIVAL BEGIN IN ME!"

Devastating Earthquake in
Turkey and Syria!

An earthquake with a 7.8 magnitude
occurred in Turkey and northwestern
Syria. The U.S. Geological Survey said
the quake was the world’s biggest
earthquake since 2021. The quake killed

nearly 45,000 people in both countries
— the vast majority of them in Turkey,
where more than a million and a half
people are in temporary shelters.
Turkish President Erdogan said his
government would begin constructing
close to 200,000 new homes in the
quake-devastated region immediately.
He said the new buildings will be no
taller than three or four stories, built on
firmer ground and to higher standards
and in consultation with geophysics,
geotechnical, geology and seismology
professors and other experts. Aid
workers from many nations were helping
in the restoration of the devastated
countries.

As we hear such news of calamities
around the world, when the very ground
on which we stand shakes and moves
away, we shoud be thankful for the Rock
of our salvation which is firm and
unmoveable. We should also be looking
for the imminent return of our Lord to
which all these events are unmistakenly

pointing.
L
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Pr. P. Joy
(Principal) 9757088499
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Bro. Varghese Kollakompil
(Administrator) 9821332273

Vision :
Light up the villages of
Maharashtra
through living word.
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Nandurbar Bhandara

Gondia PRAY FOR
IPC MAHARASHTRA STATE
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Su_burban

Pray

FOR
» 383 Churches
» 383 Pastors
» 370 Outstations
» 152 Prayer Cells
» 42 House churches
» Upcoming Church buildings and parsonages
» Hebron Bible College
» Suvartha Publications
‘ ® Tracts & Literature Ministry
- » 28 Primary Schools and Balwadies in the Villages

Suvartha

Fully Owned & Managed by IPC Maharashtra State
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Pr. Biju P. Samuel, West Bengal
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Scenes from IPC Latur District Pastors Family Conference

IPC Latur District Pastors and their Families with caretakers
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IPC Maharashtra Sunday Schools Association Executives & Committee Members

IPC Maharashtra State PYPA Executives
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Pr. Jenin David Pr. Robin Mammen Br. Roshin Varghese Br. Anu Cherian Br. Joel John

President Vice President Secretary Jt. Secretary Treasurer
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Excel Ministries Team with IPC Amaravati Youth leaders
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