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Shameless Self-Promotion is not
Authentic Ministry

AN

/

We live in the age of social media, and | am
writing as a person who is inactive on Facebook,
Instagram, etc., but uses WhatsApp to
communicate with seminary students in
faraway places. | am aware of the international
communications possibilities social media has
offered. | do appreciate these possibilities as a
person who recalls that the cable message |
sent to Kerala regarding my arrival in the United
States as a student reached my parents only
on the third day!

This article is about a trend | notice in
ministry content forwarded to me by friends and
relatives. While some are very helpful,
informative, and edifying, much of what | see in
religious content is shameless attention-
seeking self-promotion. | never watch these
videos to the end. | don’t know all the personal
benefits and monetary gains received from the
increased “likes” given to these,but it is not hard
to notice the wild exaggerations, outright
untruths, unverified facts, political messaging,
and attention-seeking warnings contained in
these so-called ministry content.Ordained
ministers as well as church members are
involved in this business.This article is simply
to point out that this is not authentic ministry.

Shameless Self-Promotion
Displays Poor Self-Esteem

Many in the Christian community suffer from
poor self-esteem. The late Rev. Robert Schuller,
pastor of Chrystal Cathedral in California, wrote
a book based on this observation titled, Self-
Esteem: The New Reformation. He proposed
several solutions in his book to overcome this
malady. People who suffer from poor self-
esteem need healing, not addiction to get
attention through shameless self-promotion in
the name of ministry.

Seeing the issue of self-esteem as a problem
among college and seminary students at Oral
Roberts University, | wrote Spiritual Identity and
Spirit-Empowered life to offer a spirit-filled model
of healthy self-concept. In my book | presented

a three-dimensional model of healthy and
balanced self-esteem: A Spirit-filled Christian
needs to (1) find his identity in God’s family; (2)
discover his purpose in God’s call, and (3)
discover his power in God’s Holy Spirit.
Ministering from a balanced self-concept may
not be glamorous but it will be more effective.

Shameless Self-Promotion
Overshadows the Gospel

When more of the attention of the audience
goes to the “star” of the ministry, the gospel is
overshadowed. Ministry is not about drawing
attention to the messenger. It is drawing
attention to the savior and the good news He
offers. | have made it a practice not to dwell on
me behind the pulpit when God opens
opportunities to preach locally and globally.
While there is room to share one’s testimony
briefly during messages, spending too much
time to describe the preacher’s “greatness” is
totally inappropriate.

Authentic Ministry Promotes
Jesus Christ and His Good News

Christian ministry is the ministry of Jesus
Christ. The kingdom of God has only one star.
His name is Jesus. Preachers are only servants
of Jesus and messengers of the good news.
Ministers must keep in mind that the message
in a letter is more important than the mailman
who delivers it. Preachers are only mail
deliverers. This truth applies to ministers as well
as believers who are involved in communicating
the gospel, especially on social media.

Let us stop seeking attention through
shameless self-promotion. Let us seek healing
for the poor self-concept we suffer from. Let us
promote Jesus Christ and His message in our
personal and digital ministries. This is what the
old saints hoped when they prayed, “Lord, help
our pastor to hide behind the cross and minister
your Word.” [ ]
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Preachers are
only servants of
Jesus and
messengers of
the good news.
Ministers must
keep in mind that
the message in a
letter is more
important than
the mailman who
delivers it.
Preachers are
only mail
deliverers.
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"Simon from Cyrene"
And the message of the Cross

“Now as they led Him away, they laid hold of a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian,
who was coming from the country, and on him they laid the cross that he might
bear it after Jesus” (Luke 23:26).

_J

\_ )

Simon had
travelled nearly
1000 miles to
reach Jerusalem.
It was a perilous
journey through
the desert
crossing Egypt
and Palestine
with possible
attacks from
wayside robbers.
Simon decided to
take the risk after
several years of
preparation
acquiring
necessary
finances and
other materials
required for the
travel.

God'’s interventions in the lives of people are
very strong and emphatic. They are not usually
recognized as such, taken as coincidental,
instead. But there is nothing coincidental in the
Word of God. Whatever happens in our lives
are destined by God. That is what happened in

the life of Simon, too, when he carried the Cross.

On an eventful Friday, the Lord was carrying
His Cross and slowly walking. His body was
weak. He had neither taken any

silently without showing any emotions. Many
might have lazily joined the crowd and followed
the cross without any particular feeling or
purpose! Even today there are people following
the Lord in the same way without really knowing
Him! They appear to be following Him but have
no purpose in mind. We can only feel sorry for

them!
Simon had reached Jerusalem to celebrate
Passover from North Africa

food nor had a wink of sleep /7~
the previous night. He walked

Y\ (present day Libya). In those
days, Cyrene was one of two

slowly as a meek lamb
surrounded by cruel soldiers.
The soldier walking in front of
the procession was holding up
a placard for all to see, bearing
an inscription saying, “Jesus of
Nazareth, king of Jews” (John
19:19). It denoted the crime
committed by the Lord!

The criminals to be crucified

There is nothing
coincidental in the
Word of God.
Whatever happens in
our lives are destined
by God. That is what
happened in the life of
Simon, too, when he
carried the Cross.

important cities in Libya with a
sizeable Jewish population.
Simon had travelled nearly
1000 miles to reach Jerusalem.
It was a perilous journey
through the desert crossing
Egypt and Palestine with
possible attacks from wayside
robbers. Simon decided to take
the risk after several years of

were usually not taken by the

preparation acquiring

shortest route to the place of \_
crucifixion. Rather, they were
made to walk through many bye lanes so that
many could see the punishment that criminals
would suffer. It was also meant to be a warning
to those who rebelled against the Roman
Empire. The path of the cross was a test of
endurance. It began as a twelve feet wide road
going up a small incline and then coming down
in a slope. The cross bearer had to take his
steps very slowly and cautiously to avoid falling.
On that Friday, a big crowd had gathered on
both sides of the road in Jerusalem to watch
Jesus carrying the cross. Many had gathered
on roof tops to see the spectacle. Many in the
crowd did not know Him and they poured out
scornful words on the criminal. Many watched

J necessary finances and other

materials required for the travel.
He was certainly a devotee. It was the desire of
every Jew to go to Jerusalem and worship in
the Temple and celebrate Passover there.

On that Friday Simon was coming to
Jerusalem from outside the city with a desire
to worship in the Temple. He was eagerly
walking to fulfill the earnest desire of his life to
worship in the Temple. There was a huge,
unruly, noisy crowd on the road. Jesus was
carrying His cross and walking. Many were
shouting abuses atHim. Roman soldiers were
beating Him with lashes. Some women were
loudly wailing at the sight. Simon noticed the
man in the crowd carrying a heavy cross on
His shoulder. His feet were faltering as the cross

Extract from the book, "CROSS" by Dr. Wilson Varkey, Translated & printed with permission.
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was very heavy to carry. He fell down when He
reached the place where Simon was standing.
Simon was bewildered, not knowing what was
happening.

The centurion leading the procession was
aware that Jesus was weak and could not carry
the heavy cross. But he would not ask a Roman
soldier on security duty to help Jesus. A Jew
would not touch the cross as it would make
him unclean and thus could not participate in
Passover celebration. None of the disciples of
Jesus had come forward to help Him — neither
John nor Peter or anyone else! The centurion
noticed Simon standing on the side. He was a
black man — possibly not a Jew, he thought.
He ordered Simon to carry the Lord’s cross.
Simon was unwilling as he did not wish to upset
his program of going to the Temple. But he had
to obey the centurion who had authority to order
any one to do public service.

a face like it in his life. His eyes were full of
compassion. The glory of His face attracted
Simon’s heart. Their eyes met. The weight of
the cross appeared small for him. A thousand
thoughts welled up in his mind. A person being
taken to be crucified talked with authority and
looked with compassion. Simon forgot about
the Temple and the Passover! His heart was
now filled with the Lord’s face and His voice.
Simon who was on his way to the Temple
was now walking towards Golgotha. He
witnessed the Lord being hung on the cross
that he carried. He heard the centurion
declaring: “Truly this was the Son of God”I The
words of Jesus: “My God, My God, why have
You forsaken Me?”reverberated in his ears. He
also heard the last words spoken by Jesus:
“Father, into Your hands | commit My spirit’.
Everything that happened was new and
incredible for Simon!

Luke recorded in his gospel:

“Now as they led Him away,

they laid hold of a certain man,

Simon a Cyrenian, who was

coming from the country, and
on him they laid the cross that
he might bear it after Jesus”
(Luke 23:26).

It was indeed a mean job
to carry the cross of a criminal.
Moreover the person who
touched a cross became
unholy and was not allowed to
participate in the Passover.

Simon who was on his )
way to the Temple was
now walking towards
Golgotha. He witnessed
the Lord being hung on
the cross that he carried.
He heard the centurion
declaring: “Truly this was
the Son of God” The
words of Jesus: “My God,
My God, why have You
forsaken Me?”
reverberated in his ears.

The cross transformed the
life of Simon. He became a new
man by the immense power of
the cross. Now he was not just
a religious devotee but a
disciple of Jesus Christ. There
are countless number of people
who have experienced the
transforming power of the cross
of Jesus Christ. Such instances

are not accidental but
expressions of the immense
love of God.

There is no record of how

D 4

Thus Simon’s lifelong desire
was all shattered. He was forced to carry the
cross and the curse of the cross had fallen on
him at a least desired moment. It is not known
how long he had carried the cross. But he had
become a distinct person — set apart from the
crowd! His life was undergoing a transformation!
He was now following the Lord carrying the
cross —Jesus in front and Simon behind. “And
a great multitude of the people followed Him,
and women who also mourned and lamented
Him” (Luke 23:27). Even in extreme pain, the
Lord looked back and said: “Daughters of
Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for
yourselves and for your children” (Luke 23:28).

When the Lord turned to look at the women
wailing for Him, Simon saw His face clearly.
There was a crown of thorns thrust on His head.
His back was torn from flogging. Blood was
flowing down His face. Simon had never seen

many days Simon stayed on in
Jerusalem. Possibly, he did not return home
immediately. He learned more about the life of
Jesus Christ. He heard about the messages
that He preached and the miracles that He
performed before He was crucified. He believed
all that he heard and was astonished! Then the
news spread that the body of Jesus was missing
from the grave. Simon heard about the efforts
of Jews to silence the soldiers who were

guarding the grave. He trusted the words of
Jesus. He believed that He rose from the grave.
We are not certain whether he was in Jerusalem
on the day of Pentecost when Holy Spirit
descended in the Upper Room. But Luke’s
record of the event is quite meaningful. The
crowd which assembled outside the Upper
Room was from various other nations and they
heard disciples speaking in languages

understandable to them! He mentions that there

Thus Simon’s
lifelong desire
was all
shattered. He
was forced to
carry the cross
and the curse of
the cross had
fallen on him at a
least desired
moment. It is not
known how long
he had carried
the cross. But he
had become a
distinct person —
set apart from
the crowd! His
life was
undergoing a
transformation!
He was now
following the
Lord carrying the
cross — Jesus in
front and Simon
behind.
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Re-wiring Minds for Eternity

“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above,
not on things that are on earth” (Colossians 3:1-2)

~

J

Christian faith is not just a set of beliefs but
involves experiencing the Lord daily. Growing
in faith means experiencing more and more of
our Saviour and Lord and becoming increasingly
like Him.

The Christian life begins when we recognise
the need for a saviour and continues as we
identify with Him in His death and resurrection
in Christian baptism. We are seated with Him
through the spiritual resurrection, though we are
still physically on earth. Paul sums up this
experience: “Even when we were dead in our
trespasses, (God) made us alive together with
Christ - by grace, you have been saved - and
raised us up with him and seated us with him in
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus....”
(Ephesians 2:5-7).

People who have accepted the salvation that
God offers through Jesus Christ should also
know that they are destined for life in another
world. They must have a different orientation of
mind than the unsaved.

People who have experienced God’s
salvation and belong to the world where Christ
is, should re-orient their minds from things of

this world to things of that world. Just as a person
who plans to immigrate to another country gets
rid of things that are of no use in the new country
learns the language, culture, and manners of
the host country, and lives each day waiting for
the day of entry in the new country, so must we
too; feet on this earth, eyes on the world above
with eager anticipation.

Jesus had promised that one day, he would
take us to be with Him: “I will come again and
will take you to myself, that where | am you
may be also” (John 14:3).

This re-orientation of thinking, hopes, and
aspirations determines the quality of Christian
life we live. Paul reminded Philippians, who were
Romans by citizenship, that “our citizenship is
in heaven, and from it, we await a Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil 3:20). This realisation
of where we belong gives the momentum for
the Christian life. Instead of being stagnant, in
Paul’s words, we must forget “what lies behind
and straining forward to what lies ahead, [and]
press on toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians
3:13-14). m

C

“Simon from Cyrene" ......

Continuation from previous page

)

were people from ‘the parts of Libya
adjoining Cyrene” (Acts 2:10). Was
Simon also in that group who
witnessed the outpouring of Holy
Spirit on the day of Pentecost?

Simon returned home after a few
days and described to his household
all that happened to him in
Jerusalem. None could stand
against his real life experiences.
They believed him and came to the
the
Communication of the message of
the cross can continue its powerful
work of changing people.

Jesus did not forget Simon who

knowledge of

Lord.

cross!

carried His cross. The sons of Simon -
Alexander and Rufus - became famous
people in Christ. Mark, in his gospel, refers
to Simon as the “father of Alexander and
Rufus” (Mark 15:21). The family moved
later to Rome and was prominent in the
church in Rome. Paul’s reference about
the family in his epistle to Romans is
noteworthy: “Greet Rufus, chosen in the
Lord, and his mother, who has been a
mother to me, too” (Romans 16:13). Many
philosophers and noble men may have
born in Cyrene. But Cyrene is known in
the name of Simon who carried the cross
of Jesus Christ. That is the glory of the

Everyone has the freedom to
react to the message of the cross.
One can disagree with those who
proclaim the importance of the
message or submit to it and carry
the cross. Submission to the cross
brings blessing. Even for Simon who
submitted by compulsion, the cross
turned out to be a great blessing.
Jesus said: "whoever does not bear
his cross and come after Me cannot
be My disciple" (Luke 14:27). The
cross could be any suffering in the
name of Christ. But take up the
cross willingly and follow Him. The
result would be glorious, indeed! m
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Theme: Practical Life Instructions from
Book of James

Devotional: TWO

\_

How does GOD view and define
‘TRUE’ RELIGION?

“Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this:
to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself
unspotted from the world.” (James 1:27)

J

The epistle of James is one of the most
practical books ever found in the New
Testament. In the above verse, Apostle James
attempts to define what a true religion is in the
eyes of God. Religion here means the external
patterns of behavior connected with religious
belief. It refers to the outward forms rather than
the inward spirit. It means the outer expression
of belief in worship and service rather than the
doctrines believed. Thus, religion has to do with

Israel was given this responsibility in the Old
Testament (Deuteronomy 14:29; Ezekiel 22:7).
It reflects the concerns of God Himself
(Deuteronomy 10:18; Psalms 9:18; 68:5;
146:9).

Before James comes around to defining true
religion, he has already rebuked mere listening
and not doing anything (vv. 22-25), and then he
rebukes mere doing without having our inner
lives changed (vv. 26-27). In keeping with his
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Cherian
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our worship manifested in the outward through ~ emphasis on genuine faith and its consequent word.com
our acts of service! good works, James offers three key aspects of
So, how can we really worship God through  pure religion:
our outward acts of worship? True religion as (1) restrain our tongues from speaking evil
an outpouring of our genuine faithin Godisan  of others,
expression of how we (2) show practical
relate to God and others. concern for those in
James stresses concern How can we really worship God need, and
for widows and orphans through our outward acts of worship? (3) keep ourselves
as a true measure of True religion as an outpouring of our pure from sin.
obedience that is genuine faith in God is an expression What God is looking
pleasing to God. We of how we relate to God and others. for is the practical type
should be aware that of godliness which takes
March 2025 7 Suvartha




The way God
views and
defines true
religion is when
His character
isreflected
through our
practical lives
which are
exemplified by
our pure speech,
pure love, and
pure character.
This is a lofty
challenge that
should guide us
how to live
before God and
other people!

:

Iion that@s pure and

undetiled bet

e God, the

Father, is this: to visit
yrphans and widows in their

attliction, and to Keep
onceself unstained from the
world.

lamoes 1227

a compassionate interest in others and keeps
our own life clean, better defined as“acts of
grace and a walk of separation”. This happens
when both practical love and practical holiness
are evident in our lives!

We should be aware that orphans and
widows were among the most unprotected and
needy classes in ancient societies (see Ezekiel
22:7). Taking care of orphans and widows is a
duty that lies close to the
heart of God, and
personal moral purity is
an excellent external
indicator of godliness.
Pure religion does not
merely give material

Our new identity in Christ is thus
evident in the way we take care of

one another - reaching even to the
most frail and vulnerable among us
- who are most in need of our help.

observances.

Our new identity in Christ is thus evidentin
the way we take care of one another - reaching
even to the most frail and vulnerable among us
- who are most in need of our help. The way
God views and defines true religion is when His
character isreflected through our practical lives
which are exemplified by our pure speech, pure
love, and pure character. This is a lofty challenge
that should guide us how
to live before God and
other people!

“But why do you call
Me ‘Lord, Lord,” and do
not do the things which |
say?” (Luke 6:46)

goods for the relief of the
distressed, it also oversees their care (seeActs
6:1-7; 1 Timothy 5:3—16) as true faith in Christ
does not show itself merely in religious

“Not everyone who
says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom
of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father
in heaven.” (Matthew 7:21) |

(" "For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, )
who shows no partiality nor takes a bribe. He administers justice for the fatherless and the widow,
and loves the stranger, giving him food and clothing" (Deuteronomy 10:17,18)

"For the needy shall not always be forgotten; The expectation of the poor shall not perish forever"

(Psalm 9:18)

"Honor widows who are really widows. But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to
\show piety at home and to repay their parents; for this is good and acceptable before God" (1 Timothy 5:3,4)
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A New Series of
Bible Study

Rev. K.M. Varghese

The Royal Law and Active Faith

“My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism. Suppose a man
comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. If
you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor
man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” have you not discriminated among yourselves and become

Jjudges with evil thoughts?™ (James 2:1-4)

J

Favoritism and Unjust
Judgment

The portion begins with the address,
“Brothers,” and ends with the
exhortation, “Do not show favoritism.”
The phrase “you who believe in our Lord
Jesus” is noteworthy. The use of the
word “our” in the verse indicates that
James is one of them in relation to the
Lord. But the use of the word “you” in
the verse indicates that he is not one
of them in relation to the Lord.

[ The glorious Jesus Christ ]

The readers are those who believe
in our Lord Jesus Christ as
the glorious One. The

the title “Lord.” This is the last of two
direct references to Jesus Christ; the
firstbeing verse 1:1. The name Jesus
Christ means the Anointed One, the
Savior. He is also the glorious Lord.
The Hebrew writer, who wrote to Jewish
Christians, also refers to Jesus Christ
as the glorious One (Hebrews 1:1-3).
This is the same usage as the glorious
God in Acts 7:2. Not only James but
also John, Paul, and Peter call Christ
glorious (John 1:14, 1 Corinthians 2:8,
2 Peter1:16,17).

[ Do not show favoritism ]

Before we are told not to show
favoritism, Christ has already been

presented to them. Christ, the glorious
One, is the center of our faith. He is
without favoritism. In the Bible, God is
no respecter of persons (Deuteronomy
10:17, Acts 10:34, Romans 2:11,
Galatians 2:6, Ephesians 6:9,

Colossians 3:25, Matthew 22:16, Mark
12:14, Luke 20:21). A Christian who
believes in Christ is not a person who
is partial.

In the time of James, Christians did
not have their own place of worship.
Christianity was not a recognized legal
religion under Rome. Therefore, Jewish
Christians usually met in their homes
and synagogues. The Jews used their
Synagogue for local Sabbath worship
and their legal matters.

“Suppose a man comes
into your meeting wearing a

Wycliffe Bible Commentary

gold ring and fine clothes,

points out that the original
language does not use the
title “Lord” but rather “the
glorious Jesus Christ” (p.
1433). The Malayalam
translation also includes

Christ, the glorious One, is the center of our
faith. He is without favoritism. In the Bible, God
is no respecter of persons. A Christian who
believes in Christ is not a person who is
partial.

and a poor man in filthy old
clothes also comes in” (2:2).
James does not say “came.”
James does not specify
whether the rich and poor
mentioned here are Jewish
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Christians, Jews, regular members of
the synagogue, or visitors. However,
in verses 2:5-8, we see the wealthy
class who persecuted the Christian
believers of that time, dragged them
to court, and slandered their good
name. It is possible that they were
Christians. James accuses them of
insulting the poor. Fine clothes and
gold rings are symbols of wealth, and
filthy clothes are symbols of poverty.
In some societies, the wealthy in those
days wore rings on all fingers except
the middle finger.

He does not rebuke or
praise the rich class who

would have praised them. But there is
a clear difference in language and tone
in the treatment of the poor. The
response to the poor is,“You stand
there.” The person who speaks in a
commanding tone, “Sit on the floor by
my feet,” is the same person who
spoke respectfully and pleadingly to
the rich man. Seeing the outwardly
filthy clothes, he behaves in a
disrespectful manner. This is
unchristian behavior that gives
importance only to wealth. It does not
respect internal values. The two

Greater evil than economic
inequality is the discrimination in the
response to economic inequality.
James must have heard the story of
Jesus explaining to the lawyer that the
one who helps a half-dead man
deserving help, regardless of whether
he is a Jew or a Samaritan, is a good
neighbor. That was how Jesus
explained the law (Luke 10:25-28).

Judgment without Law within
the heart

Are you not judging
unjustly without law in the

wear fine clothes or the poor

heart? They are not without

class who wear filthy
clothes. The issue here is
not the economic inequality
in society but the unjust
response to it. If economic

Economic inequality is a social evil. James
does not raise his voice against it. James
roars against the response of the individual or

the church to economic inequality.

law; they have the law. But
it is in their writings, not in
their hearts. Only those who
keep the law in their hearts
can obey it. The reason for

inequality in society is evil,

discrimination in the
approach to it is a greater evil. It is
evident from the context that the
Christian believers behave in a
discriminatory manner. That is what
James rebukes. You look at the person
wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s
a good seat for you.” This is
respectable behavior with admiration
for external looks; James does not
rebuke that either. If the same behavior
had been done to the poor, James
would not have rebuked them but

extremes in the style of behavior are
displayed here.

The church that honors only the
rich and despises the poor will destroy
brotherhood. Economic discrimination
is the evil that shakes the foundation
of the Christian church. Economic
inequality is a social evil. James does
not raise his voice against it. James
roars against the response of the
individual or the church to economic
inequality.

judging unjustly is the

lawlessness of life. Another
translation is to judge with the wrong
motive. Lawlessness in the heart will
lead to favoritism, and favoritism to
wrong judgment. Christianity is to treat
the rich and the poor equally. Paul
writes: “Accept one another, then, just
as Christ accepted you, in order to
bring praise to God” (Romans 15:7).
Christ is the role model of equality for
the Christian. “In your relationships with
our another, have the same mindset
as Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5). @

~

-

“For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome,
who shows no partiality nor takes a bribe" (Deutoronomy 10:17)

“Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth | perceive that God shows no partiality. But in
every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him" (Acts 10:34-35)

"but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the
Greek. 11 For there is no partiality with God" (Romans 2:11)

"And you, masters, do the same things to them, giving up threatening, knowing that your own
Master also is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him" (Ephesians 6:9)

“When they had come, they said to Him, “Teacher, we know that You are true, and care about no
one; for You do not [e]regard the person of men, but teach the way of God in truth" (Mark 12:14)

\

J
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@ The unique Jesus Christ:

Jesus Christ and Love

The most beautiful word in language
is 'Love'. Our God is embodiment of
love and He is love (1 John 4:16). God
loved us when we were sinners and
gave His only begotten son Jesus
Christ for us (John 3:16). Jesus came
to this world and He, the righteous
one, died for us, sinners, to redeem
us from this sinful world (1 John 2:1).
Jesus died for the sinners, enemies,
out of love for the sinners. We worship
God not out of fear but out of love and
gratitude for giving His only Son. God
gave us His only Son out of love for us
so that we might live through Him (1
John 4:9). If anyone, who is saved,
loves the world the love of God is not
in Him (1 John 2:15).

God did not force Jesus Christ to
die for us but He voluntarily came to
this world and died for us because of
His love for us. | remember the poem
studied in the College, “Great Lover”
where it is stated, Jesus Christ is the
Greatest Lover world has ever seen.
Everyone who believes that Jesus is

4 N

Pastor John Mathew
Bangalore

. J

says it is affection (Philippines 1:8).
His love and passion cannot be

compared with human love. When He
appeared to His beloved disciple, John
at Patmos John fell at His feet.

(Remember, once he leaned back on
Him - John 13:14).Picturesque

description of risen Jesus Christ is in
Revelation ( 1:12-16). John did not ask
Christ anything about his own future
but he was worried about future of
ministers and churches. When angel

love gives in total self sacrifice for others
(1 John 3:16). Knowledge without love
inflates ego. Jesus showed God’s work
cannot be done without love and

humility. He showed real love and

ministry by washing the feet of His
disciples and laying down His life for
us (John 13:4-17). Ministers are

servants and their duty is to serve the
Master and His people. | used to tell
our students that ours is 'ministry of
towel' - not for fame and financial gain.
Faith without love has no value. Jesus
stressed faith in life and ministry.
Performing miracles of healing and
casting out demons have no meaning
if such signs are not out of love. Jesus
healed the sick out of love, He raised
the dead out of love (John 11:35-36).
Father Damian loved the lepers and
became a leper by treating them. Love
is in action and not in word. When John
Patman decided to go as a missionary
to British Columbia, his friends

discouraged him telling the people
there were cannibals and John

Son of God and everyone who

loves God loves Jesus (1 John 4
5:1). In His interaction with
Peter, Jesus clearly explained
that His disciple should love
the members of the church
without expecting any reward
(Agape). He stressed love is

Jesus stressed love is the indispensable
quality for any teacher and minister.
Not power but love and humility should be
the criteria for Christian leadership.

A true leader should discipline his followers

with authority and love.

responded ‘it is better to be
) food for cannibals than food
for worms in my country”
.Moravian missionaries
became slaves to evangelize
slaves. In the beginning of
Pentecostal movement in
India especially in Kerala our

the indispensable quality for \_

Y forefathers left everything for

any teacher and minister. Not
power but love and humility should be
the criteria for Christian leadership. A
true leader should discipline his
followers with authority and love.
'Song of Songs' explains erotic love
of married couple or relation between
bride and bridegroom (eg. Chapter 7).
It is emotional feelings of human
beings, whereas the agape of Jesus
Christ for His church is divine. Paul

cleared all his doubts, he prayed “Lord
come”. He died for us and lives at the
right side of God interceding for us.
He considered His disciples as
brothers and explained the greatest
love was that He laid down His life for
us (John 15:13). He commanded them
to love one another as He loved (John
13:34-35, 1 John 3:11, 4:7-12). If we
love Jesus, then we love others. His

the Gospel and faced
persecutions and shame because of
the love of their Master Jesus Christ.
In my boyhood | suffered a lot and | did
not get anything from my father’s
property because my mother became
the first Pentecostal believer in our
families in Muttumon, Kumbanad. |
remember some years back | wrote a
serial “In His foot steps” in Suvisesha
Nadam magazine and interviewed
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pioneers of Pentecostals and collected
data of old leaders and found out the
truth that they left everything for the
love of Jesus Christ. God rewarded
their generations by material gifts. Our
grandparents and parents proved “no
person can separate them from the
love of Christ" (Romans 8:35). At the
cross Jesus prayed for the people who
crucified Him (Luke 23:34). Jesus died
on the cross to show His love for us
and make us whole (Isaiah 53:5). Out
of love for the sinners and enemies
Jesus paid penalty for our sins
(Ephesians 5:1-2). Do we love Him as
He loved us? Do we love and pray for
our enemies as He asked and showed
in His life?

promised peace and comfort to the
hewers of wood and drawers of water
(Matthew 11:28), He gave food to the
hungry, healed the sick, cried along
with the people who cried. Jesus is our
role model and we must love others
and wipe tears of the poor and sick.
When He started ministry He

proclaimed His manifesto as gospel to
the poor and deliverance to the

depressed. Our words should be

leaven with salt and not with anger and
hatred even to the enemies. He spent
time with Samaritan woman, He was
against caste system. He gave us
power to heal the sick and cast out
demons. He did not keep power with

him and family (Luke 19:9,10). His love
shows total self sacrifice for others.
Ministers are servants of Lord Jesus
Christ and of people. They should
display love and kindness in their
dealings as our Master showed. Jim
Elliot went to Equador because of his
love for the cruel people there and
became a martyr along with his friends.
Jesus never offended when John the
Baptist doubted Him and questioned
His credibility as Messiah but He
praised John (Matthew 11:3,11). He is
paradigm for us in dealing with people
who criticize us. He loved us and came
to give us eternal life (Matthew
3:16,10:10). He restored Peter who
denied him.

Jesus had passion for His /~

"\ Jesus loves us and He will

house, the Church. We should
feel presence of God, grace
of Christ and power of the
Holy Spirit in our church.
Jesus taught us church is
family and we should love all
as our family members.
Service without love and
humility is selfishness. Love
isnot a feeling but a way of
life.

He cried for Jerusalem because of His love
for Jews whose destruction He foresaw
(Matthew 23:37). He loved His disciples and
defended them about Sabbath (Matthew
12:23). His love for the disciples made Him
save them from the whirlwind (Mark 4:37).
Storms in our lives are real but Jesus who
loves us is with us in the midst storm and we
should look unto Him and not to the storm.

never forsake us . As Margret
Rise Powell wrote in “Foot
Prints” Jesus carries us when
there are thorns and obstacles
in our path .In her poem Lord
says “My son, my precious
child, I love you and would
never leave you. During your
time of trials and suffering,
when you see only one set of
foot prints, it was then | carried

Jewish leaders called \

/ you”. What a loving Lord we

Jesus rightly as friend of

sinners and publicans (Matthew 9:10-
11), because His love for the sinners
and tax men made Him dine with
them. There are some so called great
saints who do not even talk to ordinary
people but only to holy people! Sinful
woman touched Jesus and cleaned His
feet with her hair because she knew
Jesus loved sinners (Luke 7:44). He
forgave sins of adulterous woman and
said “sin no more” (John 8:11). It was
a historical declaration. He loves
sinners but hates sin. Christians
should not look down to the sinners
but look up to the cross of Jesus Christ
who died for them out of love. In His
High Priestly prayer He prayed for His
disciples and for us (John 17). He

Him because of His passion for us. He
cried for Jerusalem because of His love
for Jews whose destruction He foresaw
(Matthew 23:37). He loved His disciples
and defended them about Sabbath
(Matthew 12:23). His love for the
disciples made Him save them from
the whirlwind (Mark 4:37). Storms in
our lives are real but Jesus who loves
us is with us in the midst storm and
we should look unto Him and not to
the storm. None is immune to storms,
they will come in the lives of believers
as well non believers. But Jesus is in
the boat of believers and that makes
the difference. He is a model leader
and not a boss. He went to the home
of Zacchaeus, the tax collector to save

have!

As human beings we cannot go
near to our holy God and we need a
mediator to intervene for us. Jesus
became man and lived without sin and
returned to heaven and became the
Mediator between God and man (1
Timothy 2:5,6, Hebrews 2:14,17,
7:26,27). None can explain fully the
love of Jesus Christ but we can
experience it.

Napolean Bonapart in his last days
at the St Helena Island said that he
and other conquerors established
Empires with swords but those
disappeared but Jesus Christ who
established His Kingdom with love is
growing and there are thousands of
people ready to die for Him. P

“For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave
Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time" (1 Timothy 2:5,6)
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"Like a city whose walls are broken through is a person who lacks self-control"

Control, who needs it?

(Proverbs 25:28)

Ariver knows its course
and flows not off its way.
When the evening comes,
For the moon the sun makes way.
Each plays its part and knows its role
None strays away from its control.

This is the harmony that man is seeking today
While he juggles a thousand tasks each day.
Massive machines & structures he has built.

To control them he has just a button or a switch.

A bridle for a horse,
Buttons for a crane
From gears in a sports car
To hydraulics on a plane

Need | write tales of his control
We are daily users of the swipe and scroll.
To find, buy, watch or skip
All we do is a search, scroll, or click
Much has he toiled to control things around him.
That he often forgets things within that control him.

Greed, Jealousy, Lust and Pride
He’s been subdued by them all.
This is the truth of his inmost being
Guilty of a few or of them all

Look within yourself, O man.
Your wandering mind is what needs control
Watch the thoughts that enthral you
Forthey are what control you.

Tony Antony
Kanimangalath

IPC Ebenezer
Kalyan

- J

"Finally,
brethren,
whatever

things are true,
whatever
things are
noble,
whatever
things are just,
whatever
things are
pure, whatever
things are
lovely,
whatever
things are of
good report, if
there is any

Hold tight its reins, don’t let it wander virtue and if
Upon thoughts that cause anxiety, don’t you ponder there is
anythin
Think about what’s right instead, prais e};tv 0 rtgy—
What is noble, pure and lovely. e RE ol
It fill you with heavenly peace eaiate on
Your days will be joyful and lively. these things
(Philippians
Forget not therefore what ancient wisdom says 4:8)
Let your heart be pure and straight be your ways
Caution your mind and awaken your soul
For like a city without walls is a man without self- control.
March 2025 13 Suvartha



"Let the little children
come to me and do not
hinder them"

We must have become discour-
aged and perhaps puzzled as to why
some times our prayers go
unanswered. This true story can help
us solve the puzzle! This happened
during the war in Iraq. As a troop of US
soldiers were marching towards an
enemy camp, there came a point when
they couldn’t move ahead because
there was sand storm and torrential
rains hindering their crossing of the
Euphrates river. Kevin, a member of the
troop, was a believer and he called his
Pastor and asked the church to pray so
that they can advance forward to attack
their enemy. The church prayed
earnestly but rains grew more intense
and continued for a few days hindering
the soldiers’ plan. The church kept on

Juby Anoop, UK
(. /

praying but the rains grew more and
more intense. Kevin was puzzled and
disheartened. Rain finally did stop. The
gusty wind and the rains had eroded
much of the river's banks exposing
hundreds of round, metal discs above
the sand. Those were land mines that
the enemy troop had planted in order to
destroy the US troops. The heavy rains
had washed away the sand that
covered the landmines and the soldiers
were able to see and avoid them. Kevin
realized how the Lord saved their lives
and His plan was different from what
their mind could everimagine.

Dear friends, we too like
Kevin and his troop may have
faced situations when we feel
our God is not answering our
prayers. We become so eager
and anxious to complete our
task, that we never realize
God’s task and His plan. We
ask God to act on our task and
when we see a delay we think it is a
denial from God. This leads us to
disappointments and mental agony.
But realization of God’s plan would give
us peace as well as lead our lives to
perfection. God has a greater and
better plan for us because His thoughts
are always higherthan ours asitsaysin
Isaiah 55: 9: "For my thoughts are not
your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways, saith the LORD. For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so
are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughts than your thoughts”.

We serve a God,

Whois beyond imagination,

Whose ways are beyond expecta-
tion,

Whose love is also beyond our
imagination.

Angels protecting garden of Eden

Crucifixion of Jesus Christ

<
Ashish Painuli

Navya Tanvi Navnath
Rupesh Patil Patil
Noafi's Ark

Hephzibah Grace Sijil
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SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS TRAINING PROGRAMME

IPC Sunday Schools Association, Maharashtra, is pleased to
announce a “Sunday School Teachers Training Programme” to
be held on Sunday, March 23, 2025, from 4:00 pm to 6:30 pm at IPC
Nerul, 107- Great Eastern Galleria, Sector-2 Nerul, Navi Mumbai -
400706. Pastor P.J. Raju will lead the session. The Training
Programme aims to support parents, Pastors, and Sunday School
teachers in effectively educating our younger children through
Sunday School, fostering a God-fearing future generation. We
encourage everyone to attend and benefit from this valuable training
session. Your presence will make a significant difference in our
efforts to build a better future for our children.

Secretary, IPC Sunday Schools Association, Maharashtra
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30th Sunday School Anniversary Celebration

The IPC Sunday Schools Asso-ciation, Maharashtra,
celebrated its 30th Sunday School Anniversary on
January 26, 2025, at IPC Bhavan, Panvel. The event
brought together Sunday school teachers, pastors,
parents, students, and other enthu-siasts, marking a
significant mile-stone in the Sunday school ministry.

The event commenced at 04:00 PM and concluded
at 07:30 PM. Pastor Anson Elias graced the occasion as
the guest speaker, delivering an inspiring message that
resonated with the audience. The anniversary
celebration featured presentations of Sunday school
activities, captivating performances by talented

children, and an award distribution ceremony honoring
rank holders and merit award winner.

Sunday School Director Bro. V.C. Justin presided
over the meeting. Secretary Bro. Saji Mathew and
Treasurer Bro. Moncy P. George coordinated the
arrangements, ensuring the event's smooth execution.

The 30th Sunday School Anniversary was a
memorable and blessed occasion, reflecting the
dedication and hard work of everyone involved in the
ministry. The associa-tion extends heartfelt gratitude to
all participants for their presence and support in making
the eventa grand success.
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MATRIMONIAL

Invite marriage proposals for their
baptized son Dr. Amir Govind Chavan
Birth Date : 20/02/1995, Age : 29,
Weight - 70 kg, Height - 5.9’
Occupation - BAMS (self employed), 2
Clinics at Thane. Father- Govind
Pandurang Chavan (Pastor), Mother -
Kesharbai Govind Chavan (house
wife), Siblings-2 Sisters (married)
Contact-9967764684 (Father).

HEBRON BIBLE COLLEGE

ESTABLISHED IN 1992
g P ' == 5

e

Fully owned and managed
by IPC Maharashtra State Light up the villages of
Maharashtra

Bro. Varghese Kollakompil .
Ny through living word.

(Administrator) 9821332273
P.0. Box No. 17082, Tilaknagar P.0., Chembur, Mumbai - 400 089.
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house and bikes of Pastors and believers
at Jalgaon District while a meeting was going on.




SUVARTHA - Registered with Registrar of News Papers for India Under Licence No. 56985-93

Scenes from IPC Maharashtra State PYPA Camp at Badlapur
TUw g T

o

Pr. Jenin David Br. Roshan Varghese Some of us With Guésf Pr. Prince Thomas

Worship Session 1 Worship Session 2
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