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When WORDS pierce
like SWORDS!

“The tongue is a little member and boasts great things. See how great
a forest a little fire kindles! And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity.
The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles
the whole body" (James 3:5,6)

All the four gospels describe in a similar
fashion the sufferings and torture that Jesus
Christ had to endure on the cross. The narrative
of His sufferings as he was taken from
Gethsamane to Calvary will certainly move
anyone to tears.

The description of the sufferings of Jesus
can influence different people differently. The
reading of His sufferings has deeply touched
me personally. There is one most important
aspect that can be noticed in the whole story.
And that is the torrent of scornful words that is
hurled at Jesus who is

the cross”. The religious leaders like chief
priests, scribes and elders mocked Him and
said, “He saved others; Himself He cannot
save”. The soldiers also mocked Him, saying,
“If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself”.
Instead of giving water to a thirsty Jesus, they
said: “Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will
come to take Him down’.

The scornful words of the crowd were not
just to mock Jesus, but to denigrate Him, put
Him down and pierce His heart as fiercely as
possible. The intention of the religious leaders
was to take Him down to

helplessly hanging on ("

\ the lowest esteem in the

the cross.
Normally, no human
being will behave

disrespectfully with a
person on his death bed.
Even if the personin the
custody of the hangman
is a bad character, no
one will think of laughing

The words of people have
immense power to inflict deep
wounds on a person, more than
what a sharp sword can do to his
body! Words can denigrate and
destroy individuals. This is the
reason why Bible describes the
tongue as fire!

eyes of the people. They
wished not only to break
His body, but also to
break His heart.

What a cruel
behavior! Could they not
be satisfied by seeing
Jesus going through
agonizing pain and

at him scornfully at that \_

J suffering on the cross?

time. The reason is that

it is a sobering moment when that person’s life
is about to be extinguished —a moment when
death is about to overtake him. Itis like pouring
salt on a wound to make the excruciating pain
worse. No human being will have a heart to do
it, but it is what happened to Jesus Christ on
the cross.

The scorn that was hurled at Jesus as He
was dying on the cross was devilish, cruel and
heartless. Have you noticed how the gospel
writers have recorded the event? The people
who were looking on and then passing by said:
“If You are the Son of God, come down from

Were they not contented
by dealing with an innocent and blameless
person as a terrorist and hanging Him on the
cross? Was it not enough for them to pierce
His hands and feet with nails and bruise His
head with a crown of thorns? Even after inflicting
such cruel punishment on His body, they were
now hurling piercing, scornful words at Him! The
crowd of people witnessing the agony of Jesus
was adding insults to His injuries!

The words of people have immense power
to inflict deep wounds on a person, more than
what a sharp sword can do to his body! Words
can denigrate and destroy individuals. This is

Extract from the book, "CROSS" by Dr. Wilson Varkey, Translated & printed with permission.

g

Rev. Dr. Wilson
Varkey Ph.D.
Houston

J

The scornful
words of the
crowd were not
just to mock
Jesus, but to
denigrate Him,
put Him down
and pierce His
heart as fiercely
as possible. The
intention of the
religious leaders
was to take Him
down to the
lowest esteem in
the eyes of the
people. They
wished not only
to break His
body, but also to
break His heart.
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The divine
attitude that
Jesus displayed
even when He
was helplessly
hanging on the
cross is touching
my heart. When |
follow His
example, | must
refrain from
reacting with
hate or anger
when insults or
cruel words from
others inflict
deep wounds in
me and break my
heart.

the reason why Bible describes the tongue as
firel “A little fire can kindle a great forest”.\Words
have the power to kill and annihilate any one.

Many people display a tendency to wound
others with their words. Many have been
wounded by words spoken in the family, in
conversations at places of work and on other
occasions. Many who are

return; when He suffered, He did not threaten,
but committed Himself to Him who judges
righteously” (1 Peter 2:23). And He prayed for
those who were persecuting Him:
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what
they do”.

Our Lord had every reason to react and

challenge His

so wounded continue ~
their existence as ‘living

™ persecutors and to utter
curses on them. But He

dead’ people. They
conceal their emotions
and continue to live their
own lives. They are
probably helpless and
unable to fight back. Their
wounds may be deep and
deadly!

In a world where people tend to
react to everything, we see here
Jesus keeping absolutely quiet

even when He was being
persecuted quite unjustly. He did
not challenge His opponents, nor
did He show any anger.

did not do so. He forgave
them from His heart. Itis
certainly a great
expression of divine love
for human beings.

The divine attitude
that Jesus displayed
even when He was

As | read and ponder \
upon the sufferings of

helplessly hanging on
) p y ging

Jesus, | am astonished

by one aspect. Even when the scorns of people
were piercing His heart, He remained silent and
did not react. In a world where people tend to
react to everything, we see here Jesus keeping
absolutely quiet even when He was being
persecuted quite unjustly. He did not challenge
His opponents, nor did He show any anger.
Instead, “when He was reviled, did not revile in

the cross is touching my
heart. When | follow His
example, | must refrain from reacting with hate
or anger when insults or cruel words from others
inflict deep wounds in me and break my heart.
| commit everything to Him who judges
righteously and remain silent. | ought to pray
for those who rain insults on me and forgive
them.

That is the message of the cross. [ |

~

Quotable Quotes by Dr. Billy Graham

“You can be born in a garage, but that doesn’t make you an automobile. You can be
born in a Christian home, but that doesn’t make you a Christian"
“In the Bible God speaks to us; in prayer we speak to God. Both are essential”
“Living the Christian life means striving for holiness"

"I can’t live the Christian life alone. I'm a failure. Billy Graham cannot live the
Christian life. I've tried. | can’t do it. But with the help of the Word of God and the
help of the Holy Spirit, | can live the Christian life. But He lives it through me"
"We aren’t only called to become Christians; we are called to be Christians"
"You don’t have to know much when you come to Christ. You don’t have to know
the whole Gospel. You don’t have to know the Bible. You just come like you are"
“The Christian’s journey through life isn’t a sprint but a marathon"

Dr. Billy Graham

“The regeneration of the individual is much more needed than the revolution of society"
"Every time | read the Bible, any part of the Bible - | don’t care where | open up - it speaks to me.
It's a living book"

“Time is the dressing room of eternity. In the few fleeting days of life on this planet we are given the
opportunity to prepare for eternity"

“The Bible is not an option; it is a necessity. You cannot grow spiritually strong without it" n
\. J
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Redefining Greatness:

Ministry as Servant Leadership and
Divine Calling

"Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over
his household, to give them food in due season?"
(Matthew 24:45)

Jesus stands as the greatest leader in
history - one who redefined leadership through
noble character, moral authority, and visionary
purpose. He did not merely proclaim ideals; He
embodied them through anticipatory obedience
and sacrificial action, an obedience that
ultimately led Him to the cross. His words and
deeds were inseparably aligned, bearing faithful
witness even unto death.

The term ministry is inseparably linked to
service. At its core, a minister is a servant, not
a ruler; a steward, not a master. Ministry is a
vocation of self-giving service, not a pathway to
fame, wealth, or social elevation. Yet, in many
contemporary contexts, ministry has been
distorted into a profession or a shortcut to
status. Authentic ministry, however, must be
pursued with passion, humility, and obedience
to divine calling - not as a career choice, but as
a sacred vocation entrusted by God.

( Divine calling )

Divine calling must function as the guiding
framework of ministry. Every minister carries a
unique calling with a distinct pattern, and each
must learn to discern, interpret, and faithfully
steward that calling. Just as every scheduled
flight has its own appointed time, route, and
destination - without competing for the same
airspace - so every servant of God operates
within a divinely appointed time and sphere. The
purpose of every flight is singular: to transport
passengers safely to their destination. In the
same way, ministry exists to move people from
darkness to light, from death to life, from bondage
to salvation.

Ministry, therefore, must possess both
direction and destiny. Like an arrow released

from a fully tensioned bow, it must be focused,
intentional, and purpose-driven. Moses’ calling
illustrates this principle clearly: “He led the flock
to the far side of the wilderness and came to
the mountain of God, Horeb” (Exodus 3:1).
Divine encounters often occur when ministry is
shaped by God'’s direction rather than human
ambition.

( Maturity in Christ )

The central mandate of ministry is articulated
with clarity in Colossians 1:28: “He is the one
we proclaim, admonishing and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present
everyone fully mature in Christ”. The ultimate
goal of ministry is maturity in Christ - a lifelong
process that demands patience, discernment,
and deep relational investment. Teaching that
emerges from lived experience proves
especially effective in spiritual formation,
enabling believers to reshape their lives for Christ
and His body, the Church. For this reason,
ministers must cultivate authentic interpersonal
relationships with their flock, relationships that
generate trust and create a spiritual magnetism
drawing people into the life of the Church.

( Integrity under pressure )

An older yet enduring insight remains
relevant: smaller churches often tend to be
healthier churches. A pastor can meaningfully
shepherd a limited number of people - our Lord’s
parable suggests even one hundred sheep as
a manageable flock (Luke 15:3-7). Ministers
must therefore foster a culture of growth,
discipleship, and social engagement. The
Churchiis called not only to worship but also to

|
a

Dr. Simon
Chacko.
M.A., MBA, M.Th.,
Ph.D.
Sharjah, UAE

J

The term ministry
is inseparably
linked to service.
At its core, a
minister is a
servant, not a
ruler; a steward,
not a master.
Ministry is a
vocation of self-
giving service,
not a pathway to
fame, wealth, or
social elevation.
Yet, in many
contemporary
contexts, ministry
has been
distorted into a
profession or a
shortcut to
status.
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Externally,
divine calling is
confirmed
through
communal
affirmation,
visible spiritual
fruit, and
divinely guided
pathways.
Mature
believers,
mentors, and
the faith
community
recognize and
affirm the
calling, while
God opens and
closes doors in
alignment with
His sovereign

participate actively in addressing societal needs
and concerns. Any church that isolates itself
from social realities risks forfeiting its credibility
as a transformative presence within the

community. Acompassionate lens is essential
for discerning the pulse of the people and
responding faithfully to their needs.

( Ministry as vocation, not profession )

True character and holiness are revealed
when ministers engage society beyond
ecclesiastical comfort zones. One may appear
holy within familiar religious environments or feel
affirmed among the faithful, but Christ
demonstrated unwavering integrity even in
rejection, suffering, and crucifixion. As Paul
reminds us in 1 Timothy 6:13—14, Christ Jesus
made the “good confession” before Pontius
Pilate. Faithfulness under pressure remains the
truest measure of ministerial integrity.

Itis a common misunderstanding that those
who stand on the stage to preach are the apex
of called ministry. Christ Himself is the true
model of ministry, and anyone who reveals the
divine heart to others participates in ministry.
Any work done without the compassionate heart
of God becomes merely an expression of self-
ability or voluntary human effort. The love of the
cross is the true driving force behind self-
sacrificial service to the Church and to humanity

( The Raven Ministry? )

Many sincerely seek and pray for the
anointing of Elijah, yet remain unaware of the
ministry of the raven. How faithfully this raven
ministered to the prophet Elijah. Why did God

’korax’reflects the raven’s natural voracity and
greed. Yet God transformed its nature to serve
His purpose: a creature known for greed became
a servant of provision. This is true ministerial
empowerment - God redirecting natural
tendencies for divine mission.

( Strengths And Weaknesses )

A minister must be able to identify both
strengths and weaknesses. Through obedience
and discernment, weaknesses can be
transformed into instruments of service. When
church leadership focuses only on physical
concerns - buildings, land, property and funds -
the minister must redirect that energy toward
true ministerial expansion. When mission
becomes the primary focus, the church grows
both spiritually and physically.

( Discerning divine calling )

Discerning divine calling requires careful self-
examination, involving both internal and external
evidence. Internally, a genuine calling is marked
by a God-given desire that endures and often
intensifies over time. It brings a sense of
fulfilment and spiritual flow, even amid hardship.
Calling frequently lies at the intersection of what
one loves, what one is gifted to do, and what
the world genuinely needs. Accompanying this
is an inner peace - the peace of God acting as
an umpire in the heart - providing quiet
assurance despite fear or uncertainty.

Externally, divine calling is confirmed through
communal affirmation, visible spiritual fruit, and
divinely guided pathways. Mature believers,
mentors, and the faith community recognize

purpose. entrust a raven to feed His servant? The author  and affirm the calling, while God opens and
of Scripture - the Holy Spirit - teaches us that  closes doors in alignment with His sovereign
everything in creation carries divine purpose.  purpose.
“The Lord has made everything for His purpose” What is the sweetest sound a minister longs
(Proverbs 16:3). to hear? Not flattering or glossy words shaped
In Hebrew, the word for raven is linked toits by human opinion or temporary seasons, but
dark color, yet it also connects to another the eternal truth spoken by the Lord Himself:
Hebrew root, meaning “to give security”or “to  “Well done, good and faithful servant”.
be surety”, as in Genesis 43:9: “I myselfwillbe  Ultimately, the true reward of ministry is neither
surety for him”. This reveals the divine intention  applause nor earthly recognition, but divine
behind creation: God entrusted even a non- commendation. The final affirmation comes from
domesticated bird to guarantee provision. A our Savior on the Day of the Lord.
raven became the instrument of divine May God Almighty grant us the grace to
faithfulness, delivering bread to Elijah - an  remain faithful and, by His mercy, to stand on
extraordinary picture of ministry in action. the victory stand at the end of our race.
In the New Testament Greek, the term o
March 2026 6 Suvartha



A New Series:

Theme: Life Lessons from the book of Hebrews

Devotional: TWO

\_

We cannot ESCAPE after REJECTING
Christ’s SALVATION!

“How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation,
which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to
us by those who heard Him, God also bearing withess both with signs
and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit,
according to His own will?”
(Hebrews 2:3-4)

J

The Book of Hebrews contains five major
warnings that admonish believers to pay
attention to what God says in His Word. During
the Old Testament times, God dealt severely
with those who disobeyed His Word. Now, in
these last days, God mandated us with a
greater obligation to obey His Word because

Word (10:26-39), and

(5) Do not disobey God’'s Word deliberately
(12:14-19).

The above passage alerts us with the first
warning: Do not neglect God’s Word that has
come to us in the form of Christ's message.
Jesus Christ is the greatest messenger of God

Dr. Shibu

Cherian

MS, MBA,
D.Min., Ph.D.

v,

Dr. Shibu
Cherian

is the Senior
Pastor

of International
Pentecostal
Assembly,
Oklahoma.

He is also the
President of
United in the
WORD
Ministries, Inc.
He is a certified
Clinical Chaplain,
a Bible Teacher
and a Premarital
Counselor.

Visit his ministry
website @ http://
www.unitedinthe

we have the complete Scriptures and the fuller ~ who ever lived on this earth, and the gospel of word.com
revelation of God through His Son Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ (that proclaims salvation to
The five warnings listed in humankind) is the
Hebrews include the During the Old Testament times greatest message from
following: God dealt severely with those whc’) God to all the people of
(1) Do not neglect disobeyed His Word. Now, in these this earth. So, if the law
God’'s Word (2:1-4), last days, God manciated ’us with a given through angels
(2) Do not harden greater obligation to obey His produced severe
hearts to God’s Word Word because we have the judgment in the past,
(8:7-19), complete Scriptures and the fuller hom_/ shall we escape if
(3) Do not become revelation of God through His Son we ignore this greatest
deaf to God’s Word Jesus Christ message from God’s
(5:11-14), \.- : ) only begotten Son? This
(4) Do not defy God's message was
March 2026 7 Suvartha



God verified this
salvation with
signs, wonders,
miracles, and
gifts of the Holy
Ghost (Mark
16:20; Acts 2:43;
4:30; 1 Cor. 2:4;
2 Cor. 12:12).

In fact, it was
attested by the
ministry of the
Holy Spirit
through miracles
and spiritual gifts
(see 1 Cor. 12:8-
11). These
extraordinary
acts proved
beyond the
shadow of doubt
regarding the
veracity of the
salvation gospel!

proclaimed by Jesus Christ to His apostles and
then by the apostles to the author of Hebrews
(1:3).

To earn this salvation for us, Jesus offered
His own life and His last drop of blood on the
cross of Calvary. This salvation includes not
only deliverance from foes, and from death but
also the grace of the Holy Spirit, the forgiveness
of our sins, and the promise of eternal life (2:10).
Further, this salvation

_

who heard the words of Jesus directly. Third,
God verified this salvation with signs, wonders,
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost (Mark
16:20; Acts 2:43; 4:30; 1 Corinthians 2:4;
2 Corinthians 12:12). In fact, it was attested by
the ministry of the Holy Spirit through miracles
and spiritual gifts (see 1 Corinthians 12:8-11).
These extraordinary acts proved beyond the
shadow of doubt regarding the veracity of the
salvation gospel!

W

—

includes inheritance of
the world to come (v. 5;
11:16), entry into glory as
God’s adopted sons
(v. 10), purification from
sins (1:3; 2:11, 17),
freedom from the fear of
death (vv. 14, 15), and the
privilege of drawing near
to God (4:16; 10:22) to
offer worship that pleases

Let us be cognizant of the truth that )
we cannot escape God’s punishment
and ultimate justice if we reject the
extraordinary salvation that Jesus
Christ has paid the price through His
suffering and death. If you have not yet
accepted God’s gift of salvation, this is
God’s message for you: “Behold, now
is the accepted time; behold, now is
the day of salvation”

Let us be cognizant
of the truth that we
cannot escape God’s
punishment and ultimate
justice if we reject the
extraordinary salvation
that Jesus Christ has
paid the price through
His suffering and death.
If you have not yet
) accepted God’s gift of

Him (12:28; 13:15, 16).
What a great salvation that Christ has obtained
for us freely?

To neglect so great a salvation is more
serious than to break God’s law. There are three
statements made that underlined the
importance of salvation: First, the salvation
gospel was spoken directly by the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself, while the law was given by God

through angels, to Moses and then to the people.

Second, it was then confirmed to the early
Christians by the apostles and other disciples

= salvation, this is God’s
message for you: “Behold, now is the accepted
time; behold, now is the day of salvation”
(2 Corinthians 6:2). If you are stubbornly
rejecting this wonderful offer from God, know
for a fact that you will pay the full penalty for
your sins one day in the future.

“See that you do not refuse Him who speaks.
For ifthey did not escape who refused Him who
spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape
if we turn away from Him who speaks from
heaven” (Hebrews 12:25). Y
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ANew Series of \

Bible Study

Rev. K.M. Varghesi

N

Y

"The tongue is also a fire”

“Likewise, the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a

great forest is set on fire by a small spark. The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the

parts of the body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, and
is itself set on fire by hell” (James 3:5-6, NIV)

N\

J

To help us understand this
passage, some translations are given:
“And among all the parts of the body,
the tongue is a flame of fire. It is a
whole world of wickedness, corrupting
your entire body. It can set your whole
life on fire, for it is set on fire by hell
itself.” (James 3:5—6, NLT). Another
Malayalam translation (POC) and the
New India Bible Version similarly
emphasize that the tongue is a fire, a
world of evil, staining the whole person
and, being inflamed by hell, burning up
the entire course of life.

In this passage James says four
things about the tongue:

1. The tongue is a flame of fire; it is
set on fire by hell and continues to burn
as a fire.

2. It is filled with enough fuel to
defile and destroy a person’s entire life.

3. It acts as a destructive fire that
can overturn the whole course of life.

4. It spreads its destruction widely,
like a forest fire.

In the summer, Israelites were
familiar with uncontrolled fires that
suddenly broke out in the forests of
the land and raged on beyond control.

The tongue, James says, has a similar
power to ignite destruction, near and
far.

Evil-filled words are like arrows
whose tips have been smeared with
pitch, set on fire, and then shot; they
can travel far and ignite widespread
ruin. The psalmist Asaph speaks of the
wicked like this:

“They scoff, and speak with
malice;with arrogance they threaten
oppression. Their mouths lay claim to
heaven,and their tongues take
possession of the earth.” (Psalm 73:8—
9, NIV)

The tongue is “set on fire by hell”.
The word “hell” here is Gehenna, from
the Aramaic form of the Hebrew Ge Ben
Hinnom (“Valley of the son of Hinnom”).
In the Old Testament this valley,
southwest of Jerusalem, is where
children were sacrificed in the fire to
the god Molech (2 Chronicles 28:3;
33:6; 1 Kings 11:7). Such child-
immolation was strictly forbidden to
Israel (Leviticus 18:21; 20:1-5), and
King Josiah put an end to this
abomination (2 Kings 23:10).

Later, the Valley of Ben Hinnom

became the city dump where dead
animals, refuse, and all kinds of
garbage were thrown and burned; fires
burned there continually. Thus it came
to be pictured as a place where the
fire does not go out and the worms do
not die - a vivid image of final judgment.
The Jews came to use “Gehenna” as
a synonym for hell. In the New
Testament the word occurs twelve
times (Matthew 5:22, 29-30; 10:28;
18:9; 283:15; Mark 9:43, 45, 47; Luke
12:5; James 3:6); eleven times on the
lips of Jesus and once by James. Just
as the garbage and refuse in the \alley
of Hinnom could ignite and spread its
flames into the surrounding areas, so
the refuse-like evil in the tongue, once
ignited by hell, can burn and ruin an
entire life.

Rev. T. K. George explains the
expression “sets the whole course of
one’s life on fire” (v. 6, NIV)by referring
to an ancient fire-kindling device: a
wooden spindle with a kind of wheel
fixed on it, turned by a cord so that
friction produced a spark in tinder
placed below. The flame at the base of
the axle would then spread along the
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spokes to the bits of tinder attached
around the wheel. In the same way,
the fire of hell spreads from the tongue
into every area of life and relationship.
It catches the unbridled tongue, burns
within it, and then spreads to others.

“Untamable beast, deadly
poison”

“All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles
and sea creatures are being tamed
and have been tamed by mankind, but
no human being can tame the tongue.
It is a restless evil, full of deadly
poison.” (James 3:7-8, NIV)

Here James speaks of the wildness
of the tongue. The four groups -
animals, birds, reptiles, and sea
creatures - are all brought into
submission by human beings; people
remove their wildness and tame them.
A wild elephant can be trained and
domesticated. But the wildness of the
tongue, human beings cannot tame by
their own power; for that, divine help is
necessary. David understood this, and
so he prayed:

“Set a guard over my mouth,
Lord;keep watch over the door of my
lips.” (Psalm 141:3, NIV)

The tongue is like a bird that is never
fully tamed; if handled carelessly, it can
slip from our control. We must keep
the closest watch over it.

“It is a restless evil, full of deadly
poison”. Another rendering (e.g., NIV)
speaks of it as “a restless evil, full of
deadly poison”. The Greek word for
“restless” is akatastatos; the word
“unstable” in James 1:8 comes from
the same root. Just as a wild animal,
during its training period, is agitated
and resists control, so the tongue is
restless and fights back against every
attempt to subdue it. It is a constantly
active, uncontrollable evil. And the
human tongue is full of deadly poison.
The venom of a snake is in its fangs,
of a scorpion in its tail, of a wasp in its
head; the venom of a human being is
in the tongue. A snake must bite and
a scorpion must sting to inject poison;
but a human can inject poison into
others without biting or stinging -

simply through words.

When James calls the tongue “a
world of evil”, “a restless evil”, and “full
of deadly poison”, he reveals how
terrifying it is. From the human tongue
come words that are pure poison or
poison wrapped in sugar. David speaks
of the wicked like this:

“Even from birth the wicked go
astray;from the womb they are
wayward, spreading lies” (Psalm 58:3,
NIV).

Their “poison is like the poison of a
serpent”, as other translations say,
echoing the same idea. Physicians
prescribe many drugs which, in other
circumstances, can be addictive or
dangerous. Adealer gives drugs to an
addict to destroy him; a doctor, after
studying the patient and the disease,
gives exactly measured doses at the
right times, so that the medicine does
good. So it is with speech: the same
“substance” can heal or destroy,
depending on how it is used.

Blessing and cursing from one
mouth

“With the tongue we praise our Lord
and Father, and with it we curse human
beings, who have been made in God’s
likeness. Out of the same mouth come
praise and cursing. My brothers and
sisters, this should not be. Can both
fresh water and salt water flow from
the same spring? My brothers and
sisters, can a fig tree bear olives, or a
grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt
spring produce fresh water” (James
3:9-12, NIV).

Here James deals with the
contradictions of the tongue. Twice he
addresses his readers as “brothers and
sisters”, appealing warmly to their
hearts. By using “we”, he stands
among them even as he rebukes them.

He begins by pointing out the good
use of the tongue: with it we praise
our Lord and Father. For the devout Jew,
praising God is inescapable; whenever
the divine name is uttered, he
responds, “May his name be praised.”
The eighteen prayer (Shemoneh
Esreh), beginning “Blessed are you, O

Lord”, is recited three times daily. With
our tongue we praise the invisible God
who is our Lord (Kyrios: Master,
Owner) and our Father (Pater:
Ancestor, Father). That is good. But
our behavior toward those who are
visible and made in God’s image
should reflect our behavior toward God
Himself. Instead, James’s readers use
the very tongue with which they praise
God to curse human beings. From one
and the same mouth come blessing
and cursing. This is self-contradiction
and inconsistency, and James says it
is unworthy of Christians.

So he asks: “Can both fresh water
and salt water flow from the same
spring?” “Can a fig tree bear olives, or
a grapevine bear figs?” “Neither can a
salt spring produce fresh water” (vv.
11-12, NIV). He closes the section
with two questions and an implied
answer. These are rural proverbs
familiar in Palestine and around
Nazareth. Jesus used a similar
image: “By their fruit you will recognize
them. Do people pick grapes from
thornbushes, or figs from thistles?”
(Matthew 7:16, NIV).As a tree is known
by its fruit, a person is known by his
words. Only the good can consistently
produce good words.

In the regions near the Dead Sea,
springs may yield salty water, but not
fresh; sweetness and bitterness
cannot flow from the same source. Yet
from the human mouth both blessing
and cursing come forth at the same
time. This is something even nature
does not display. Human beings thus
act against the very pattern of nature.
If only salty water flowed, we would call
it a “salt spring”; if only fresh water, a
“fresh spring”. But because both
blessing and curse come from the
same mouth, it becomes difficult to
know what to call such a person. For
a Christian to live in such a double,
indistinguishable state is a great
tragedy. One should live either as
“sweet” - a true Christian - or as “bitter”,
that is, openly not a Christian; not both
at once. °
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I couldn’t...
Until the Cross said I can

This poem is on the message of grace and redemption through Jesus. It highlights
all that we couldn’t do as sinners in stark contrast to what we can now do in utmost
freedom because of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.

Before He bore the thorns for me,
| couldn’t draw near;
| couldn’t be free.
| couldn’t erase my deepest stain,
| couldn’t break loose from sin’s own chain.

| couldn’t stand righteous, clothed in light,
| couldn’t find peace, my heart’s not right.
| couldn’t escape the wrath I'm due,
| couldn’t restore what | once knew.

But Christ, He hung where | should be,
He bore the weight - He set me free!
And now because He took my place,

| can approach the throne of grace.

| can be washed, my debt is paid,
| can stand bold, no more afraid.
| can call God my Father now,
| can in worship humbly bow.

| can know joy beyond the grave,
| can walk paths His mercy paved.

Tony Antony
Kanimangalath

IPC Ebenezer
Kalyan

\_ v,

“For by grace
you have been
saved through
faith, and that

not of
yourselves; itis
the gift of God,
not of works,
lest anyone
should boast. 1
For we are His
workmanship,
created in
Christ Jesus for
good works,
which God
prepared
beforehand that
we should walk

| can embrace His boundless love, in them”
| can await my home above. (Ephesians
2:8-10)

What once was lost, He has restored,

For me, Christ opened heaven’s door.
Now the only thing | can’tis...

wait to meet Him on that shore.
March 2026 11 Suvartha



Seek His Face

‘Those who know Your name trust in You,
for You, Lord, have never forsaken those who seek You”

L (Psalm 9:10) D

In Mark 16 we read, on the first day f
of the week, Mary Magdalene and the
other women took spices and went to
the tomb to see Jesus. Their only
concern was, “Who will roll away the
stone for us?”Yet when they reached
the tomb, they saw that the stone had
already been rolled away. An angel of

\ morning, or do we reach for our mobile
phones first? Do we truly prioritize Him
in every walk of our life?

When we seek Him with all our
heart, God blesses us in unexpected
ways - especially in spiritual depth and
intimacy. When we draw near to Him,
we come to know Him more deeply.

the Lord was sitting there and told | : : N “Seek the Lord and His strength;
them, “He is not here; He has risen”. Hephzi Moncy seek His face continually” (Psalm
As they ran to inform the disciples, Nerul, Navi Mumbai ] 105:4).
suddenly Jesus Himself met them. He / Psalm 9:10 says “Those who know
instructed them to tell His disciples Your name trust in You, for You, Lord,
and brothers to go to Galilee, where  angel of the Lord and they joyfully ran  have never forsaken those who seek
they would see Him. to share the good news. You’.
The women’s only desire was to Interestingly, the disciples - who had This verse assures us that the Lord

see the Crucified Jesus - but whatthey ~ walked with Jesus throughout His  never forsakes those who trust in Him
experienced was far beyond their  earthly ministry - did not witness this  and seek Him. Those who went to see
imagination. They witnessed the  powerful moment. The women did, Jesus were filled with joy, while the

resurrected Lord. Their worry aboutthe  because they came seeking Jesus. disciples remained sorrowful. Those
heavy stone was removed and their A Message for Us Today who seek Him continually are filled with
sorrow was turned into joy. They were Dear children of God, do we make  everlasting joy and peace. @
the first to see the risen Christand the it our priority to seek Jesus firstin the

4 )

Quotable Quotes on "Prayer" by Rev, Charles Spurgeon

“The very act of prayer is a blessing"
"“To pray is to enter the treasure-house of God and to gather riches out of
an inexhaustible storehouse"
"You are before the Lord; let your words be few, but let your heart be fervent"
"As well could you expect a plant to grow without air and water as to expect your heart
to grow without prayer and faith"
"You will observe that the desire to commune with God
is intensified by the failure of all other sources of consolation"
Rev. Charles "Prayer is the best response to hatred"
Spurgeon "It is well said that neglected prayer is the birth-place of all evil"
"Prayer is an art which only the Spirit can teach us. He is the giver of all prayer”
"No man can progress in grace if he forsakes prayer"
"He who knows how to overcome with God in prayer has heaven and earth at his disposal”
"Prayer is doubts destroyer, ruin’s remedy, the antidote to all anxieties" °

\_ _/
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"Let the little children
come to me and do not
hinder them"

This is a true story about a man
who owned a Model T Ford car that
broke down on the side of the road.
This man knew a lot about cars and
especially about this one, so he got to
work. He tried several different
things, and each time he went back to
crank the engine, it stillwouldn’t start.

Like many of us, he was a little
stubborn. Rather than call for help, he
kept trying. He adjusted this and that,
but nothing worked. The car simply
refused to start.

A few minutes later, a large
limousine pulled up beside him. An

Children's—

"BY HIS STRIPES WE ARE HEALED"

~

[ Juby Anoop, UK ]

S —/

elderly man stepped out and stood
watching him quietly for a few
moments. Finally, the old man
suggested that he adjust a specific
part of the engine.

The younger man figured he had
tried almost everything else, so he
might as well give it a shot -..even
though he doubted that this stranger
could possibly know more about the
car than he did. So he made the

adjustment, climbed back
into the driver’s seat and
turned the key. The engine
roared to life.

Surprised, he asked the
old man, “How did you know
whatto do?”

The man replied, “My name is
Henry Ford and linvented this car”.

Just as Henry Ford knew the
Model T because he created it, God
knows you because He created you.
When you feel broken, He is the One
who knows exactly how to restore
you. Surrender to Him.

Psalms 139:13 says, "For you
created my inmost being; you knit me
together in my mother’s womb". So
when you feel lost or incomplete,
remember God understands what
you are going through and He is able
torestore you.

Jacob's dream
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We count the days, we watch the clock, ANy
We pray for doors with urgent knock; %@\,ﬁ
Yet God unfolds His perfect way, Mebina Alexander Abraham

In silent strength, day after day.

When answers seem to linger long What feels delayed is not denied,
And waiting feels both hard and wrong, But shaped by love and wisdom wide;
We must remember, firm and sure, He works beyond what we can see,
His perfect plans forever endure. Preparing what is meant to be.
For God is never late nor slow, So | will trust, though | must wait,
Though to our eyes it may seem so; For He is never wrong nor late;
Each moment rests within His hand, And when His promise comes to light,
Each step unfolds as He has planned. I'll know His timing was just right.
INVITING APPLICATIONS FOR
M.DIV. PROGRAMME (IN-PERSON & ONLINE)
M.Div Programme in association M.Div (in Pastoral Ministries)
with SABC Bangalore
1. ATA Programme 1. Duration: 2 years
2. Programme Mode : Online
2. (lasses are held every 2nd Saturday, from 10:00 AM to :
5:00 PM Y ¥ 3. Class Time: Tuesday, 6:30 PM —9:30 PM
o . 4. Medium: English & Hindi
Medium: English 5. Qualifications Required :
22 subjects for B.Th graduates (ATA B.Th with B+ grade) Minimum B.Th degree OR 15 years of pastoral

Subjects: 32 subjects for Degree holders minisiry experience.
6. Entrance Exam: Entrance exam is mandatory

for non-B.Th candidates.

(lass Location: Kalina, Santacruz (E), Mumbai

= ADMISSIONS OPEN =—
AGAPE BIBLE INSTITUTE

Agape Centre, Behind Hotel Two Star, Kalina, Santacruz (E), Mumbai.
Phone: 9082004324 / 9022580550
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HEBRON BIBLE COLLEGE

Pr. PM. Cherian

Pr. K.M. Varghese

ESTABLISHED IN 1992

Vision :

Light up the villages of Maharashtra
through living word.

Fully owned and managed by IPC Maharashtra State

e Diploma in Theology (D.Th)
Hindi Medium - 2 Years full time course.
e Food and accommodation free
® Day scholars are indeed permitted from in

and around Panvel

33 Years of

God's Faithfulness
\ _/

Pr. K.A. Mathew

Evg. Varghese Kollakompil

President Vice-President Secretary) Administrator
9665064190 9822112368 9004053473 9821332273
HEBRON BIBLE COLLEGE, 301-302 , IPC Bhavan, Survey No. 164,
Plot No. 34-35, Usarli Khurd, Panvel - 410 206.
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Pr. Biju P. Samuel, West Bengal
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Pr. Joji M. Varghese preaching Pr. Shaji Mohammed preaching

TR

Team Members in a hill station

Youth leaders with team members Pastors of Andheri Khedar Area with team members
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Scenes from Ahmednagar District of IPC Maharashtra

Church building work is in progress in different places
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