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Shameless Prayers!

And he said to them, ‘Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him,

“Friend, lend me three loaves, for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and | have nothing

to set before him’; and he will answer from within, “Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and

my children are with me in bed. | cannot get up and give you anything”? I tell you, though he

will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence
he will rise and give him whatever he needs. (Luke 11:5-8 ESV)

The story happens in Palestine of the first
century. People set out on their journeys early in
the morning before the sun rose and rested at
noon till late afternoon. Then they plan their
afternoon journey in such a way that they could
reach a village where they knew someone before
is dark. The traveller in this story might have arrived
at midnight because he had to walk past many
villages where he knew none to reach this distant
village where he had a friend. He must have
walked past many villages hoping that at his
friend’s place he will find some food and a bed to
sleep even at midnight.

Midnight was the awkward time to arrive at
anyone’s place in those days. Many of us sleep
late, maybe after midnight. The reasons that keep
us awake late into midnight are many, besides
the lack of discipline. Some of us work when our
countrymen sleep because we are taking calls
from people on the other side of the globe who
are still awake. We have artificial lights which
make the night appear as day. Modern amenities
keep us awake - we watch TV, we can read late
into the night, or engage in activities like having a
game of badminton in lighted courts or even go
for a swim.

However, the ancient man did not have anything
like that. The food is cooked and eaten before
sunset. Parents will put your children to bed early;
there is no TV that they can watch and no books to
read. And even if you have, there is no light! In the
Mediterranean world, people went to work early in
the morning to avoid the heat of the sun. So you
got to get to bed early at night. If you don’t sleep
well after a long day’s work then your life next day
is spoiled.

The sleeping friend had valid excuses to deny
the request. Not one, but four excuses.

1. Do not bother me. The night is a time of rest
after a day of hard work. ‘Let me sleep, man!’

2. The door is now shut. The doors were heavy
and opening them takes effort.

3. The wooden latches that keep the doors
closed are also heavy and is not easy to move
them. They make a screeching sound.

4. Children are with him in bed. In ancient
Palestine ordinary people lived in one-room
houses. Individual bedrooms were a luxury. If he
wakes up and opens the door then his movements

and the screech of the door will wake the children
up. He might have taken a lot of effort to put them
to sleep if they wake up they may not go back to
sleep easily.

People would cook in the morning and go to
work in their workshops attached to their houses,
or to fields or markets. They would cook for the
day since there were no refrigerators to keep the
leftovers and no microwaves to warm up as we do
till eternity. However, it is always possible to have
leftovers and bread that may last for one or two
days after cooking. That fateful night this host had
none when the traveller just called in unexpectedly.
To bother someone in such a situation is a really
bad thing to do. It is immodesty of the highest
order.

Hospitality was one of the highest virtues in
the ancient world. First of all, if you find a traveller
who arrived in the city and has nowhere to go then
the person who found him should take him to his
house, offer him food and shelter for the night. In
bigger and busy towns a traveller may find an inn
where they can get these for payment. Travellers
who have friends will straight walk to the homes
of their friends.

Making some food for the night for the traveller-
guest is not the option. Cooking usually took a lot
of time in those days. If he began cooking at
midnight, it will be almost dawn when he finished.
The host and guest cannot sleep and the guest
has to set on his journey before the first rays of
sunlight to avoid the terror of the heat. The only
option then is to go to their neighbours and borrow
some food.

Now, let me try to narrate a contemporary
parable. You were in a hurry and did not pack your
lunch when you sped off to the office. In your hurry,
you also left your wallet with all the money and
credit cards. On arrival at the office, you realized
that the canteen is closed so that you cannot buy
food on credit. You had skipped breakfast as well.
You are hungry and is at the point of passing out.

In your desperate situation, you see colleagues
in the other cabins opening their lunch boxes.
Some have gone out to the fast-food shop across
the road and got their sandwiches. There is the
smell of food all over the place. Your tummy
grumbles. What will you do? Will you walk to the
person in the next cabin and ask her to share a bit
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Who is the
sleeping friend
in the parable?

The larger

context of the
parable sheds
light on its
interpretation.
Jesus used the
principle of lighter
to heavier or
simple to
complex
principle. If
earthly friends
will budge at the
request of a
shameless
person then how
much more will
God? God will
certainly grant
what we ask.

of her sandwich? If you do so will you get a piece
of it? Why do you expect that person to give you
that? | am pretty sure that if you asked your friend,
she will certainly give you some food out of her
lunch box. The reason is simple - you are so
shameless to ask!

Jesus made the same point when he said, ‘|
tell you, though he will not get up and give him
anything because he is his friend, yet because of
his impudence’ (Luke 11:8 ESV). The reason for
granting is not friendship, that is clear. It was not
his persistence since he did not repeat his
request. The word translated as ‘impudence’ in
ESV is a unique word found only here in the Bible.
It means ‘shamelessness’ variously translated
as ‘impudence’, ‘importunity’ etc. The word,
according to Gringich Lexicon, the literal meaning
is ‘shamelessness.” Arland J. Hultgren defines
shamelessness as ‘being or acting without
sensibility to shame or disgrace’.

It is the shamelessness of the man who
approaches a sleeping friend in focus. This man
has no regard for his shame or disgrace. He is
not ashamed of bothering a
friend. He is not worried about
hearing excuses to deny his
request. He just approaches him
with absolute disregard to all
these concerns. What would have
happened if the friend did not get
up and give him the bread? He
will have to return home to face
another friend who is hungry and
tired. He will lose his face before
him. The friend will have to go to
bed hungry. That will be the most
shameful experience in his life.
So, what is better. Tell the visitor
there is no bread, have some
water and go to bed. Or go and knock at the door
of a friend who is likely to have some leftovers?
His choices were limited: surrender his dignity
before one of them - either the traveller or his friend
in the village. He chose the latter, that is to go to
the sleeping friend.

Who is the sleeping friend in the parable? The
larger context of the parable sheds light on its
interpretation. Jesus used the principle of lighter
to heavier or simple to complex principle. If earthly
friends will budge at the request of a shameless
person then how much more will God? God will
certainly grant what we ask. The same principle is
applied in the saying that follows in 11:13 which
reads,

"If you then, who are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those
who ask him"!

The friend in the story is God the Father. This
story is part of a larger unit which begins in 11:2
and ends 11:13. Then Jesus taught them to pray

So, the point of the
parable is clear. In the
context of assurance
of being heard and the

confidence that

Heavenly Fatheris

always better than

earthly fathers we
don’t have to be
ashamed

to the Father. Having told this story He assures
them that the Heavenly Father is much better than
all earthly fathers. Luke thus suggests to us that
this story (which is unique to him) must be read in
the light of father-children relationship that we
have with God.

The saying in 11:9-10 also provides an
interpretation of the parable. It talks about the
certainty of the answer. Those who ask will be
given, those who knock will find doors opening,
those who seek will find what they are seeking.
However, it is not a general principle but works
only in the framework of the father-child relationship
that we have with God. That is what the context of
the parable suggests.

So, the point of the parable is clear. In the
context of assurance of being heard (11:9-10) and
the confidence that Heavenly Father is always
better than earthly fathers we don’t have to be
ashamed. There is no room for shame because
there is no room for fear of consequences. Our
dignity is also intact since we are asking our Father
and not a stranger.

The context of the parable
also suggests one more thing.
Our requests have to be fair and
reasonable. In the Lord’s prayer,
Jesus taught them to pray for
‘daily bread’. The man who
approached his friend at midnight
limited his request to ‘three
loaves’. Scholars point out that
three loaves (each loaf the size
of a man’s palm) are just one
serving of food. He was asking
just for one meal for one person.
Nothing more. It is a fair and
reasonable request just as ‘daily
bread’ is.

The context of the parable also sheds some
light on the nature of the shameless behaviour.
Shame is a result of sin, doubt, fear and lack of
intimacy. For example, Adam and Eve never felt
shame before their sin, they walked even with God
without clothes. They were not hiding and they were
naked. Shame sets in when we lose confidence
in each other. For example, little children run
around the house without any clothes but when
the doorbell rings they hide behind the doors. Their
shame is relative - not ashamed in the presence
of their parents. This means that shamelessness
stems from a relationship of intimacy. That is why
this parable is sandwiched between two mentions
of the Father in heaven. The prayer is to the Father
in heaven.

So, our prayer must result from our intimacy
with the Father, an intimacy that leads to confident
shamelessness. Our prayers should be confident
- whatever is knocked at, will be open and asked
for, will be given and sought after, will be found.
Our prayers should be fair and reasonable.
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In this series of
articles we have
looked at many
aspects of the Bible
and various Bible
study methods. There
are so many more [
areas to look in the i
Bible such as studying

the Poetical books, Proverbs, Prophecy, and
parables to mention a few.

Though the Bible is not a text book on biology,
geology or any other sciences, whatever the Bible
says about any subject is absolutely true and
correct because God who does not and cannot
make any mistake is the author of the Holy
Scriptures.

So let us briefly consider few other areas that
we can study in the Bible.

Biological Method.

Since biology is the study of living creatures
and plants, through this study one can find out
what the Bible says about them. So many kinds of
living creatures, such as animals, birds, creeping
or crawling things from ants to lions and what
man can learn from many of them are mentioned
in the Bible. In Proverbs 6:6, we read that a lazy
person should go and watch the ways of the ants
and learn to be productive and creative. In Job
12:7-10, Job says, “Ask the beast and let them
teach you; and the birds of the heavens, and let
them tell you. Speak to the earth, and let it teach
you, and let the fish of the sea declare to you". Ant,
bear, camel, crow, donkey, dog, eagle, fox or jackal,
goat, horse, lion, lamb quail, raven, scorpion,
sheep and many more are mentioned in the Bible.

Geographical Method.

The study of biblical geography provides
information about the locations where biblical
events took place or will take place. The countries,
cities, villages, towns, mountains, valleys, hills,
rivers, etc. that are recorded in the bible are not
mythological. They are real places on the earth.
Which Bible student can forget Mount Moriah, Sinai,
Pisgah, Carmel, Olive and of course Mount Calvary!

Political Method.

One can study the political situations and
conditions of the countries or nations found in the
Bible during those periods. The philosophies and
characters of kings and rulers and emperors can
be found in the Bible.

Sociological Method.

This method is the study of human societies
at various times in diverse places. The structure
of family, community, social institutions,

J'More Bible study Topics
and Methods'
e

Bible Study

- Part 24 -

(Concluding part)

government, arts, the
roles of men and
women and more can
= be studied.

Psychological
Method.

This is a study of
attitudes, actions,
feelings and emotions
of the people in the Bible. What might have been
the motives and reasons of peoples' behavior,
such as Pharisees, or Herod or some one else.

Ask Questions and Find Answers

In each and every study of the Bible, ask
questions and find answers. There are questions
of observation, interpretation and application.
These questions given below will help you to start
and then you can come up with more questions.

We know that God is the divine author of the
Bible and He used human writers or authors to
write what God wanted them to write.

Who? Who wrote this book? Who is saying
what is being said in this chapter or verse? Who
are the main characters here? Who were the
original recipients or readers of this? In other
words, to whom was it written originally?

What? What is the context of writing this book?
What is the subject or event in this chapter? What
is the key word or words?

When? When was this written? When did the
event(s) happen? When will it happen if it is
prophecy?

Where? Where was the writer when he wrote
this book or this passage? Where were the
recipients of this book? Where else in the Bible
can we find the subject matter of this subject
matter/

Why? Why is so much space and or
importance given to this subject matter? Why
was this book written? Why does he include certain
topics in this book? Why does he use or mention
certain aspect here?

How? How does this fit in the context of the
chapter? How did the event happen? How will it
happen if it is yet to happen? How long will it be?
How does this fit in with what happened before or
after this?

Application Questions?

According to this scripture is there any sin to
confess? Is there any command to obey? Is there
any example to follow? Is there any error to avoid?
Is there something to praise God? Is there any
promise to claim? Does it glorify God? Does it
edify others? Does it help me grow in my Christian
life?
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Meditations from
"Ephesians'’

IIl. From Chapter 3
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Understanding the
'Dimensions' of God's Love

“For this reason | bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom
the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according
to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the
inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted
and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the
width and length and depth and height— to know the love of Christ which passes
knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Eph. 3:14-19)

In the above
passage, Apostle Paul
is praying to God that
we may be able to
understand and
appreciate God’s love
forus (v. 17). God loved
us so much that He
delivered His only
begotten Son Jesus
Christ for us (Rom.
8:32). The only
permanent solution to
the problem of sins that surface in our lives is
to replace them with the love of God. The more
we are filled with God’s love, the less there is
room for anything else in our lives.

The way that we can be rooted and grounded
in God’s love is through Jesus Christ who dwells
in our hearts through faith, by which we are filled
with the fullness of God (v. 19). At the same
time, we should be able to comprehend the
width, length, depth and height of God’s love:

[0 Width of God’s love: Encompasses the
entire world (John 3:16)

0 Length of Gods love: Forever, through all
generations (1 Cor. 13:8; Eph. 3:21)

0 Depth of God’s love: Even down to the
cross at Calvary (Phil. 2:8)

[ Height of God’s love: Even up to heaven,
our final destination (1 John 3:1-2)

The width of God’s love (2:11-18) refers to

o]
Breadth Length

o rer

S s T SSeSmes pes s

Ephesians 3:14-18

the wideness of God’s
grace in saving Jews
. and Gentiles, and
then incorporating
I them into the church.
The length of God’'s
love (1:4) extends from
eternity past to
eternity future. We
were chosen in Christ
before the foundation
of the world (1:4). As
to thedepth of God'’s
love, we were sunk in a pit of unspeakable sin
(2:1-3) and degradation from where Christ picked
us up and gave us a new lease of life (Psalms
40:1-3). The height of God’s love can be seen
from the fact that we have not only been raised
up with Christ, but also enthroned in Him in
heaven to share His glory forever (2:6).

Thus, Apostle Paul desired that we would
apprehend the love of Christ, even though a fuller
comprehension of that love is impossible
because it is beyond our wildest imagination.
Instead, let us appreciate Christ’s love by loving
other people genuinely even as He has loved
us!

“This is My commandment, that you love
one another as | have loved you. Greater love
has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life
for his friends. You are My friends if you do
whatever | command you” (John 15: 12-14). i

Height

gy

Depth

"God's Book for mankind" . .. ..

(continuation from previous page)

Study Tools:

You can find answers to some of
these questions in the Bible itself. But
the following books will be so helpful
for every one to study the Bible:

An Evangelical Study Bible, Bible

Dictionary, Bible Hand Book, Bible
Concordance, Bible Commentary and

Bible Encyclopedia,

"Let the message of Christ dwell
among you richly as you teach and
admonish one another with all wisdom

through psalms, hymns, and songs from
the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in
your hearts" (Col. 3:16).

May the LORD help you to be a DOER
of HIS HOLY WORD.

- This series of studies concluded. -
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Perils of Short Sight!

"For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness,
knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance;
and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection,
love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being
ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been
cleansed from their past sins" (2 Peter 1:5-9)

Apostle Peter in his second epistle
emphatically declared, “For he who lacks these
things is short sighted, even to blindness.....”
(1:9). This verse is of great and deeper
exhortations for today. The immediate problem
of short sight is, they are seeing only what is
near to them. They lack foresight to see things
far off. They analyze the things within their
vicinity. When Peter was writing about the need
to have spiritual maturity and growth in verses
3-8, he referred to this

1. Spiritual Immaturity:

This might be the first and serious problem
we can see among many God’s people. Peter
lists the core of Christian growth in many
spiritual, valuable and sublime facts from v.3
onwards. These spiritual truths must be added
to the faith that is entrusted upon us. Otherwise
the faith will remain as empty. The Christian
faith must be nourished with these added
spiritual ingredients so that one can grow in

maturity. Many have faith

dangerous attitude of so-
called spiritual people.

Today we can find out plenty
of such people in the

churches. They have many
personal spiritual problems,
nevertheless they feel that
they are spiritually well and
others are really mistaken.
They do not even recognize
that the soil under their foot
is getting eroded, however,
unfairly thinking that they

The refractive
direction of sight of
eyes will lead

to dangerous destinations.

The misunderstanding,
misleading and misplaced
talk are the results of
myopia. Behind many
issues of the churches
today are nothing else,
but the problem of
short sight.

today, not to grow in maturity,
but to gain some material
expectations. The sole
purpose of all the blessed
spiritual facts is to grow in
the maturity of Jesus Christ.
Spiritual immaturity is
unproductivity. However,
unfortunately neither the
teachers of the Word
encourage people nor the
people take efforts for
reaching the goal.

are standing on a rock!

In the Greek New
Testament, the terminology used for short sight
is 'myopazon' from which we get the English
word 'myopia'. This means: ‘eye sight
abnormality resulting from the eye’s faulty
refractive ability; distant objects appear blurred’.
It is an ophthalmological defect. This is not
blindness but near to. The refractive direction
of sight of eyes will lead to dangerous
destinations. The misunderstanding, misleading
and misplaced talk are the results of myopia.
Behind many issues of the churches today are
nothing else, but the problem of short sight.

What are the underlying problems?

By going through the writings of Peter one
can find out a few remarkable issues. They are
given below.

Spiritual immaturity is a
dangerous issue; not only
they get ship-wrecked in faith but they may
lead others to the same situation too.
Immaturity normally cannot be seen in attending
the services or leading the worship, but in the
behavior, dealings, relations and analyzing the
situations they confront with. Immaturity is the
lack of knowledge of Christ and lack of unity of
faith in Christ. On the contrary, maturity is
something which the Lord expects from us and
it is building up of our life in Christ. Growth into
spiritual maturity is what God desires for us
(Eph. 4:12-13; Heb. 5;11-6:1). In order to
overcome the spiritual immaturity, one should
grow deeper and deeper into Christ, and one
should add the spiritual virtues recorded in the
Peter’s epistle. We must attain the maturity of

Pastor
Shibu Joseph
Navi Mumbai

Immaturity
normally cannot
be seen in
attending the
services or
leading the
worship, but in
the behavior,
dealings,
relations and
analyzing the
situations they
confront with.
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Short-
sightedness is a
terrible issue and
it brings out
dangerous
situation in
churches and
even to personal
life. Since we
have a great
promise of
Eternal and
Unshakable
Kingdom ahead
of us we need to
be diligent in the
divine virtues to
avoid a perilous
falland gain
abundant access
to the Kingdom of
God. The Lord
wants us to be
mature, thankful
and to have
sound relation
and proper
focus.

Christ by adding these divine virtues.

2. Refractive Relationship:

This indicates the imperfect and deflective
relation with the Lord and fellow beings. Itis a
kind of handicapped relation. There are so many
such people in the churches now. They are
mostly self-indulging and live for self-interests.
St. Paul rightly reminds us, “for men will be
lovers of themselves.....” (2 Tim. 3:2a). They
are not capable of having a sound relation with
others. Moreover, they seek only their interests
not the interest of others (Phil. 2:4). They change
the direction of the Word and consequently bring
damage into the Body of Christ. They are short
sighted because they see only themselves.
Such people do not stress the value of the
relationship. If they claim that
they maintain sound relation
with God, it is totally a
pretentious appearance. Both
vertical and horizontal
relationship go hand-in-hand.
If they are all right with God,
definitely it must be reflected
in their relation with fellow
beings. One of the dangerous
problems of churches today is
not the lack of money, man
power or influence but the
presence of above mentioned
people. They have to repent
and come back to the Lord with
broken hearts and settle
themselves with people and God.

3. Forgetfulness of the Past:

It is a serious crime we can commit in our
Christian life. The lack of remembering the past
shows a thankless heart. St. Peter writes that
the short sighted men are forgetting that they
are purged from the old sins (2 Pet. 1:9). This
is rather an individual issue. These sort of people
live like bosses and highlight their own capability
as if they came to the church through their
efforts. They devalue the power of the sanctifying
blood of Christ. Forgetting of cleansing from the
sin is equal to forgetting of the redeeming love
of Christ. Because it is He who had done the
work of sanctification and removal of the stains
of sins by the shedding of the priceless blood.
A short-sighted man only looks around the
present situation and never turns behind and
sees Christ the Saviour who died for him.
Psalmist David even exhorts us not to forget
His benefits, based on what the Lord has done
(Psalms 103:1-4).

Forgetting of cleansing
from the sin is equal to
forgetting of the
redeeming love of Christ.
Because it is He who
had done the work of
sanctification and
removal of the stains of
sins by the shedding of
the priceless blood.
A short-sighted man
never turns behind and
sees Christ the Saviour
who died for him.

It is obviously the PAST that determined our
FUTURE! The sacred event of the past, that is
the Calvary event, transformed our life for a better
and awesome future, the glorious Eternity. The
present life is meant for remembering the grace
of God and being grateful to Him.

4. Inappropriate Focus:

Another issue of short sighted person is
that his or her focus is mostly outside the divine
will and plans. They are not concerned about
the call and election of GOD. Such people are
looking to the material goodness and its
enjoyment. To them, church is only an “address”
to maintain their social status. They are poorin
the knowledge of Christ but rich in the things of
the world. They focus more on comfortable and
enjoyable life patterns
according to the worldly
standards. Having no urgency
in involving in the church
activities but very much
fascinated in non-spiritual
matters. They are unfruitful in
the knowledge of the Lord but
very much talkative in the other
matters. They are not assured
enough in the heavenly calling
and divine election. Peter
warns readers in all
seriousness that, if they are
not certain of their calling they
will fall down (1:10).

Doubtless, such individuals
must rectify their focus in the facts of divine
revelation and standards. They should redirect
their minds and thoughts upward from the
transience of worldly affairs. They have to set
their affection on things above, not on the things
of the earth (Col. 1:3).

Thus far we have been looking into what are
the problems of short sighted people. There may
be some more issues. However, we have
understood that the short-sightedness is a
terrible issue and it brings out dangerous
situation in churches and even to personal life.
Since we have a great promise of Eternal and
Unshakable Kingdom ahead of us we need to
be diligent in the divine virtues to avoid a perilous
fall and gain abundant access to the Kingdom
of God. The Lord wants us to be mature,
thankful and to have sound relation and proper
focus. May the Lord of all creation and Saviour
of our soul enlighten our eyes of understanding
to know the hope of our calling and election. g
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Spring forth at Spring time!

"Let all bitterness, and wrath and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you,
with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God

Spring is in the air, after the cold
and gloomy winter, the cozy spring
sunshine brightens up the day, spring
rewards us with dazzling flowers and
life is evident in all the dormant
creatures. It's the best time of the year
to start up a spring cleanup around the
house. It wasn’t long since | realized
that my garage has been piling up with
lots of junk, things that | need and
those that | think | might need and the
useless keepsake ones, all these will
have to be sorted out. As | was
preparing to do the chores | could not
help but think how much | have been
hoarding things in my life waiting for a
perfect time, place or situation, when |
can get rid of all the extra baggage I've
been harboring within me.

A perfect note struck my heart
when | read: “Come to me, all you who
are weary and burdened, and | will give
you rest” (Matt. 11:28).

One kind of burden that will

for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you"
(Ephesians 4:31-32)

i

Sajith L. Adolf
Houston

the child was stricken with a sudden
and severe iliness, word went out that
she will not make it more than few
days. When Mr. A's enemy Mr. B heard
about this child’s iliness it touched his
heart, for he too loved the little girl. He
went immediately to Mr. A's house and
asked one of the neighbors to tell Mr.
A that he was there and would like to
see him. When the two men met, they
fell into each other's arms and wept

talk and the way we walk that God is
love. Whether in life or in death, we
need to be ready at all times to
approach God in prayer. We need to
chisel His words in our hearts that we
might not sin against him; we need to
remember that forgiveness is free only
to those who are willing to forgive.
John Greenleaf Whittier, the great
American poet, once wrote:
"My heart was heavy,
for its trust had been
Abused, its kindness answered
with foul wrong,
So, turning gloomy from
my fellow men,
One summer Sabbath day
| strolled among
The green mounds of
the village burial place;
Where, pondering how all human
love and hate
Find one sad level,
and how, soon or late,

weigh us down is anger. The
Christian should develop inner
controls to manage anger. It
stems out from various
situations but one of the
common situation is when
someone’s pride becomes
wounded, setting a chain of

One kind of burden that will weigh us down is
anger The Christian should develop inner
controls to manage anger. It stems out from
various situations but one of the common
situation is when someone’s pride becomes
wounded, setting a chain of reactions where the
wounded one goes about stirring up trouble.

Wronged and wrongdoer,
each with meekened face,
And cold hands folded over

a still heart,

Pass the green threshold
of our common grave,
Whither all footsteps tend,
whence none depatrt,

reactions where the wounded

Awed for myself,

one goes about stirring up
trouble. A true spirit of humility is one
of the best remedies for such wounds.
Once upon a time in a rural church
community two men became violently
angry at each other. Each felt that his
life was in danger because of the anger
of the other, the neighbors were fearful
that some tragedy would grow out of
the situation. One of the men Mr. A
was the father of a lovely little girl who
was the pet of the whole community,

bitterly. Why? A little child was dying,
they both wanted to pray for her, but
they have read in God’'s Book, “If |
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord
will not hear me” (Psalm 66:18). There
was no place in the situation for anger
or hatred, only love would meet the
need of that solemn hour. That is why
Christians cannot afford to carry anger
in their hearts for any individual, but
must show to the world by the way we

and pitying my race,
Our common sorrow,
like a mighty wave,
Swept all my pride away,
and trembling, | forgave"

The greatest battle one can fight is
the war within. The yielding or
surrendering to the will of God is a
struggle which is not commonly easy
in human terms but the battle can be
fought victoriously with discipline and
persistence in prayer. ®
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Why God used a 'shepherd'’
rather than 'The Prince of Egypt’

to lead Israel out of bondage?

While reading about the life of Moses

| always wondered as to why God
allowed Moses to stay in the Midian for
40 years. 40 years in Midian to me
seemed a sheer waste of time. | always
felt that Moses was more efficient and
capable to save Israelites from slavery
while he was the prince of Egypt. While
Moses was the prince of Egypt we know
that Moses was learned in all wisdom of
the Egyptians and was mighty in speech
and words (Acts 7:22). Living in
Pharaoh’s palace also gave him a strong
political background. We also see
Moses as courageous not afraid to even
kill the Egyptian. Moses might have
known that God would use him to save
Israelites from slavery and he was willing
and ready for God's calling. He was not
interested in reputation or the Egypt’s
richness and possessions. The status
as the Prince of Egypt made him highly
honoured in the palace and among the
Israelites and probably all this would
have worked in favour of Moses in order
to save Israelites out of Egypt. We know
that Moses before fleeing to Midian
was well-educated, young, strong,
bold, courageous, self-confident,
quick in action and short tempered.
The following changes happened
in Moses' life after he lived in Midian
and looked after sheep for 40 long
years

1. Moses was changed from
being a short tempered man into a calm
and firm leader:

Moses killed an Egyptian because
he was angry with him and sought to
administer justice immediately. Think
about Moses being short tempered while
Israelites begin to grumble and murmur
at Moses regarding food, water and other
things? Would Israelites have reached
Canaan with Moses being a short
tempered leader? God knew that Moses
would have reacted violently against
those men and women who rebelled or
murmured against him. .

2. God changed Moses from being
an impatient man to a patient leader:

Anoop Chacko, U.K.

The Prince of Egypt was so impatient
and quick to act in all situations and was
never reluctant to do what he believed
was right and also give justice. We see
that Moses was quick to rescue the
shepherdess (Zipporah) from the
shepherds who were bothering them.
God knew the impatience of the Prince
of Egypt and his 'quick to act' attitude
would be a hindrance while rescuing the
Israelites from Egypt. When God
changed Moses to be patient he was
able to forgive Israelites. Even when God

for basically everything made it possible
to lead this big nation to the Promised
Land. Moses had no clue or idea how
God would feed, clothe, and fulfil the
basic necessities of this great nation.
The high education from Egypt would
have been a hindrance as Moses would
not have thrown the piece of wood into
the waters at Marah as God commanded
or struck the rock when God told him to
do so because it would seem silly
according to human understanding or
scientific reasoning.

4. God changed Moses’ feeling of self-
worth to a feeling of unworthiness:

The Prince of Egypt felt capable of
being a leader but this feeling would not
bring glory to God rather lead Moses to
be proud

5. God changed the prince of Egypt
to the meekest man on earth.

Humility and meekness helped
Moses in a big way to lead this
murmuring and complaining nation. We
read in Number 12:3 that Moses did not
retaliate when his sister Miriam and

brother Aaron spoke against him

God wants to change our lives first.

He does not want the proud

‘Prince of Egypt' but a transformed
and the best person to do His work.

6. Waiting for 40 years increased
his intimacy with God.

Bible says in Isa. 40:31: "They
that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength”.

Dear friends, God could have

used the Prince of Egypt and

was angry with them for their sins and
wanted to destroy them completely
Moses stood as a mediator for them and
pleaded for forgiveness. When Moses'
brother and sister spoke against him he
did not utter a word against them (Num.
12:1-13). The Prince of Egypt would
never be able to handle the accusations
and grumbling of the people

3. Moses was transformed from being
a self-reliant man to a person fully trusting
in God:

The Prince of Egypt was fully trained
and highly educated but God did not want
Moses to trust in his abilities rather to
rely on God for everything. Relying on God

delivered Israel quickly from
slavery; but God wanted Moses to be a
good leader first because God knew the
hearts of Israel and the abilities of Moses.
Therefore God waited for 40 years to
teach and strengthen Moses for the task
of leading the big nation out of slavery.
Like Moses we might notice a delay in
many things of our lives, we may feel we
are ready but we see no response from
God. We might be praying to do certain
things for God but we see nothing
happening but obstacles and problems.
God wants to change our lives first. He
does not want the proud 'Prince of Egypt'
but a transformed and the best person
to do His work. @
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Jerusalem city Governor
in Biblical times

Israeli archaeologists recently
unveiled a 2,700-year-old clay seal
impression which belonged to a biblical
governor of Jerusalem. It had a Hebrew
insciption, "belonging to the governor of
the city". It was likely attached to a
shipment or sent as a souvenir on behalf
of the governor, the most prominent local
position held in Jerusalem at the time.
Governors of Jerusalem, appointed by
the king, are mentioned twice in the
Bible: one, in 2 Kings referring to Joshua
holding the position and two, in 2
Chronicles, referring to Masseiah during
the reign of Josiah.

The announcement has come a few
weeks after U.S. President Donald Trump
recognized Jerusalem as Israel's capital!
The seal of the Governor of Jerusalem
lends added proof that Jerusalem was
once part of Israel as recorded in the
Bible.

Read a children's book
to know the culture!

There is a saying: “You are what you
read”. A group of researchers confirmed
this truth in a recent study of children’s
story books. They conducted a study
comparing several different story books
from China, the U.S. and Mexico to see
how the story book lessons differed from
country to country. The story books from
China emphasize effort and
perseverance, promoting the idea “that
children have to learn to consistently
practice in order to achieve a certain
level”. Chinese story books promote the
values of hard work and achievement
“about twice as frequently as the books
from the U.S. and Mexico”.

Children’s books in the U.S. and
Mexico give more attention to values like
happiness. They emphasize that smiling
is important, laughing is important and
that being surrounded by people who are
happy is important”.

An author, William Kilpatrick, says that
stories have a powerful effect on children
and that our vision is largely shaped by
stories and the examples set by
characters in the stories. In essence, we
are what we read because what we read
shapes the way we see everything else.

Bible teaches us: "Train up a child in
the way he should go, And when he is
old he will not depart from it" (Proverbs
22:6). The Lord instructed Israel: "You
shall teach them (law) to your children,
speaking of them when you sit in your
house, when you walk by the way, when
you lie down, and when you rise up"
(Deut. 11:19). The importance of
imparting the right training to our children
is very clear.

Pope Francis says,
there is no hell!

In an interview with a leading liberal
Italian newspaper, Pope Francis stated
that hell did not exist. Pope was asked
about "good souls" and “bad souls". He
said: “They are not punished, those who
repent, obtain the forgiveness of God, but
those who do not repent and cannot
therefore be forgiven disappear"! "There
is no hell, there is the disappearance of
sinful souls," he added.

Shortly after the article was
published, the Vatican issued a

statement that claimed the article was
"not a faithful transcript" and that the
meeting between Pope Francis and the
journal was a private meeting and not a
formal interview.

The views being expressed by this
Pope formally or informally have always
been very controversial!

North Korea tops for
persecution of Christians!

According to the Christian watchdog
organization, Open Doors USA, North
Korea tops the list of 50 countries ranked
for the worst persecution of Christians
in the world. A close second is
Afghanistan. Pakistan is fifth in the list.
Just below the top 10 is India! The list is
compiled annually by Open Doors,
whose researchers assign a point value
to incidents of persecution -- forced
conversions, attacks on churches,
arrests, etc. Open Doors has published
its list for 26 years. Open Doors USA’s
CEO and president, David Curry, said in
announcing the list, “We are asking that
the world begin to use its power and its
influence to push for justice for all”.

Let us hope and pray that our country
comes out of that list soon!

Facebook Removes Christian
Page, 'Warriors for Christ'!

Facebook has removed the page of
the Christian ministry “Warriors for
Christ”, saying the page violated
community standards on bullying and
hate speech. ‘Warriors for Christ’ is a
ministry that opposes any sinful behavior.
Its page had more than 225,000
followers. The ministry leader, Pastor
Rich Penkoski said that the group’s
Christian beliefs are being “censored”.
Facebook pointed to their policies on
hate speech and bullying, which says
bullying or harassment is not tolerated
and pages that “attack” people based on
race, ethnicity, national origin, religious
affiliation, sexual orientation, sex, gender
and gender identity will be removed.

This is the current 'persecution’ of
Christians on the social media!

{
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r:y »/A "Working For His Kingdom™ >
‘P}"’j \’ 'l""‘ Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable,
N, T 4 always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know

“ Gewmg that your labor is not in vain in the Lord” (I Corinthians 15:58).

"Let the little children come to me,|
and do not hinder them" In a small
country in
Europe, ruled a king. He was getting old
and was thinking of handing over his
kingdom to his son, 34-year old Prince
Nathaniel. The prince had a personal
attendant who went with him everywhere.
He enjoyed playing a game of chess with
the attendant’s son Charlie, whenever
Charlie visited the palace after school.
One day Prince Nathaniel and his
friends from a neighboring country, were
walking by the countryside. As they were
going about, they saw Charlie and some
others sitting by the roadside selling items
that various members of that town had
made for the sale. They stopped to ask
Charlie: "What is going on?" Charlie said
that the town’s Community Center was in
trouble. Private developers were
planning to buy the place and turn it into
an office space if the town’s people could
not repair and restore the heating system

of the Center. The Community Center
was a popular place for the people of that
Town to come together and participate in
various activities. Charlie was learning in
the Arts class at the Center which he
enjoyed a lot. The town had been trying
various ways to raise the money needed
for the repairs. Charlie asked the Prince if
he could help in some way.

Prince went back to the palace to
review the situation with the Cabinet

Beena Aunty

members. He convinced them
to allocate some money for the
Community Center. But the
money could be released only
after six months due to certain
commitments. This meant that there was
no money available immediately to fix the
heating system which was essential in the
snowy winter months.

However the Prince came up with an
alternative idea. He rolled up his sleeves,
took his tool box and proceeded to fix the
heating system himself. Soon he had the
system running and the Community
Center was ready for various activities.
This also put a stop to the private
developers’ plans for the place.

Both Charlie and the Prince did what
they could for their town and kingdom.
Similarly, we are God’s children and God
expects us to work for His kingdom
wherever we are, in whatever capacity He
has placed usin.

Prayer is the powerful weapon
on the earth

Aaron B. Thomas

Panvel

For if you forgive other when they
you, your heavenly father will forgive you.

sin against

Matthew 6:14

Picture story
of Daniel
Part - I1

Banage P.K.

David thought he would not defile himself
with the portion of kings meat and wine.

| fear my King who appomted your

Why should he see your face looking worse

than other children of your sort.
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Bro. Varghese Kollakompil - Mob.: 09821 332273
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MATRIMONIAL

Malayali Pentecostal parents
having Hindu background (settled
in Maharashtra) seek marriage
alliance for their born again,
baptized and morally sound
daughter (30 yrs; 165 cms),
brought up in Maharashtra and
working as a General Nurse in a
reputed hospital in Pune.
Interested parties may contact:

Mob.: 9271 683 954
7756 856 446 / 7756 856 336 )
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Bro. Varghese Kollakompil, Mission Director, IPC MS.
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(COMMERCIAL PRINTERS)

29, Saibaba Nagar,
Shell Colony Road,
Chembur, Mumbai - 400 071.

Mob.: 9619078852 3

If you have been blessed by this
Magazine please introduce it to
others. To receive this magazine
please contact :

SUVARTHA PUBLICATIONS
P.O. Box No. 17082, Tilaknagar,
Chembur, Mumbai - 400 089
Mob.: 9821 33 22 73
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