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Embracing Weakness,
Experience the Power of Christ!

"If l must boast, | will boast of the things that show my weakness”
(2 Corinthians 11:30).

“I came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling. My message and my
preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the
Spirit’s power so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s

power” (1 Corinthians 2:3,4).

Any individual, organisation, business or
even a government perceives weakness as a
limiting and disruptive factor - a negative,
unacceptable element that thwarts success in
a competitive world. It is always identified and
resolved. Every plausible cause of weakness
is dissuaded. It is never glorified or appreciated
nor expected to produce any positive or
productive result. Those who have weaknesses
are looked down on and despised. But strength
is always glorified. Everyone is encouraged to
improve and acquire more strengths, which is
vital for wellbeing and success. The media-driven
culture of the twenty-first century promotes the
public display of strength. People use the power
of social media for self-

view of suffering and its relevance to the
Christian experience today. Suffering is central
to the Christian faith which Paul learned on the
road to Damascus when he met the risen Christ
who posed the question while he was
dismounted from the horse with the bright
lightning surrounding him, “Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting me?” (Acts 9:4). Since Paul’s
Damascus road experience is fundamental to
his conversion his personal spirituality is shaped
around the suffering of Christ. Moreover, his
personal suffering is perceived as an opportunity
to reveal the glory of God through his life.
When Paul concludes his second letter to
the Corinthians he gives a glimpse of his view
on his personal suffering in

promotion which is closely
connected to a lot of benefits
and values. The reputation of an

This brief article will
focus on Paul’s view of

chapters 11 and 12. The ongoing
debate on Paul’s weakness
mentioned in 2 Corinthians 12,

—

individual in the modern world
is valued based on their
success stories. Sadly,
Christian ministers and

suffering and its
relevance to the

Christian experience

today. Suffering is

has brought forward several
suggestions. The debate is
mostly based on the phrase “a
thorn in the flesh.” The most

ministries are flowing with the
tide of time. All organisations,
churches and individuals are in
the rat race of building a brand
of their own since their

central to the Christian
faith which Paul learned
on the road to
Damascus when he
met the risen Christ

common suggestion is that it
is an iliness that Paul suffered.
Another suggestion based on
the Greek demonstrative
pronouns used in this verse,

existence in a competitive

‘toutos’ (this) indicates that it

world depends heavily on

branding. Every attempt is made to put up an
attractive image in the public with an aim of
establishing their place in the world. Paul the
first church planter who incredibly spread his
ministry to two continents with primitive travel
and communication facilities revealed the
mantra for his ‘success’ to the Corinthians,
“I will boast all the more about my weakness”
(2 Corinthians 12:9,10). This statement is
clearly Paul’s perspective and approach to
weakness. This brief article will focus on Paul’s

can be read as “him”, which
refers to an individual. Paul also adds, “a
messenger of Satan is given to buffet me.” Paul
clarifies that the reason for this torment on his
flesh was to keep him humble, lest he may be
exalted above measure through the abundance
of revelation. He summarises this thought with
the statement, “l delight in weaknesses, in
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in
difficulties”. In the final chapter, Paul is
continuing a subject that he introduced in the
previous chapter where he has presented a long

o
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Paul has
articulated
succinctly the
core of the New
Testament
understanding
of suffering. He
understood
Jesus’
teachings on
discipleship that
demands
“taking up the
cross and
following”. Peter
describes it in
his epistles that
the fiery
suffering is
participation in
Christ’s affliction
and itis not
strange to
Christian life.

list of life-threatening hardships faced during his
ministry including, shipwreck, burglary etc. (2
Corinthhians 11:21-29). He concludes that
section with the statement “If | must boast, |
will boast of the things that show my weakness”
(11:30).

While the natural response towards
weakness is getting rid of it, Paul chooses to
boast about his weakness, highlight it, embrace
it, talk about it and be positive about it as it
produced an extraordinary outcome that
strengthens his ministry. Is he suggesting to
put oneself into trouble? Is he proposing to
succumb to suffering every time it occurs, in
order to experience the power of God? A
deliberate attempt to hurt or inflict pain and
suffering or exposing oneself to danger would
appear to be a sign of spirituality in many
religious traditions and cultures. A study of
Paul’s teachings on suffering in

caught up to heaven. He mentions this to
indicate the kind of visions he receives from
God. However, he unravels a secret of his
intimacy with God, the incredible way of
experiencing the power of God in his life and
ministry. He vividly states that it was not through
the abundance of visions he received that
sustained him and made him more resilient in
all challenging circumstances. Nor through the
prophetic gifts he was endowed through the Holy
Spirit. It was rather at the moment of weakness
he experienced the power of God the most.
Therefore, he chooses to boast about his
weakness rather than the experience of visions
and revelations. In 12:9 he explains the reason
for this choice. The power of God is made perfect
in weakness. In the original language, the verb
teleioutai (made perfect) used in this sentence
is in the present passive form. The meaning of

the root word teleouo means to

his letters (Romans 5; 2
Corinthians 4:7-18; 11-12;
Philippians 1:12-18; 2 Timothy
2:1-5) evinces that none of the
above is Paul’s view of suffering.
While Paul endured hardship,
on the one hand, he was
constantly guided by visions
and spiritual experiences on the
other. His Christian experience
begins with the encounter with

Paul chooses to boast
about his weakness,
highlight it, embrace it,
talk about it and be
positive about it as it
produced an
extraordinary outcome
that strengthens his
ministry.

complete, reach one’s goal,
accomplish, fulfil. The
weakness is, therefore, an
occasion where God makes His
power complete in those who
undergoit.

Having looked at the
explanation of Paul’s view of
weakness the question remains
how to apply them into the
present context. Can we

the risen Christ (Acts 9:1ff;
22:1ff; 26:12ff; 1 Corinthians 9:1; 15:8). Paul
wrote to Galatians that he received the gospel
he preached to them through a revelation and
not from any of the apostles (Galatians 1:11,
12). He was guided by visions throughout his
ministry at every juncture (Acts 16:1-5; 18:9;
22:17,18; 23:11; 27:23). Therefore, visions
played a significant role in his ministry. On many
occasions, he was miraculously delivered from
life-threatening dangers. The visions not only
guided him but the very outcome of the ministry
was the demonstration of the power of God. In
his first letter to Corinthians, Paul confesses:
“l came to you in weakness with great fear and
trembling. My message and my preaching were
not with wise and persuasive words, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit's power so that your
faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on
God'’s power” (1 Corinthians 2:3,4).

Paul begins the final chapter of the second
letter to Corinthians with an extraordinary
spiritual experience through a vision of being

experience the power of God in
all our suffering? How do we find the meaning
and purpose of our suffering in the light of Paul’s
explanation of weakness? It is important to note
that these afflictions were related to the
mission. In broader terms, the suffering is
closely connected to his Christian experience
as an international evangelist always on a
mission trip. In another context, Paul describes
the paradoxical relationship between carrying
the power of God in his life through the analogy
of treasure in the jars of clay (2 Corinthians 4:7-
17). Paul has articulated succinctly the core of
the New Testament understanding of suffering.
He understood Jesus’ teachings on discipleship
that demands “taking up the cross and
following”. Peter describes it in his epistles that
the fiery suffering is participation in Christ’s
affliction and it is not strange to Christian life.
Christians all over the world endure hardship,
insult and suffering, especially in the Indian
context because the power of God is manifested
and made perfect at the height of weakness. o
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Birth of an 'Anthem’

Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam sang on that day, saying:
“When leaders lead in Israel, When the people willingly offer themselves,
Bless the Lord! Hear, O kings! Give ear, O princes! I, even I, will sing to the Lord;
I will sing praise to the Lord God of Israel” (Judges 5:1-3)

J

Bible contains many songs of victory,
composed at different occasions. Women
contribution towards this genre is noteworthy:
Miriam on the other side of Red sea, Maidens
of Israel at David’s victory over Goliath, Hanna
at her victory over Peninnah, and Deborah at
the defeat of Sisera are a few that are recorded
in the scripture. It is a pleasure to be known as
an author of an Anthem. Describing aloud the
mighty deeds by God, through us, no doubt,
produces immense joy, that too when the crowd
takes the anthem to their
heart making it a folklore.

When closely watched, this song of victory
and the history associated with it will reveal a

few unique characteristics Deborah had and her
trailblazing journey.

1. Humble Beginning:

Her journey to this great victory had a simple
beginning. She was a normal house wife with a
husband and children to be taken care. Probably
she was a busy woman with maximum
household works like any others in an agrarian
hill country of Ephraim. Yet she found time to

run a court to help others in
the midst of tiresome life.

But a song of victory is not

She could pull the whole

born over night. Groans and
pangs precede it. Its seeds
are sown in springs of tears.
Deborah treaded over thorns
and climbed the mountain of
victory through dark valley.
The song in Judges Chapter
5 was born through many such
hurdles of her time. | would
like to draw your attention to
the victory song of Debora as
recorded in Judges 5.

Book of Judges in general
and chapter 4 in particular give

Our humble beginning is
never a bar for success
rather it is the first and
right step to our song of
victory. With God we are
more than conquerors.
Many who made history
were not hailing from well
known backgrounds. Just
be willing to offer your
small life and then God
will let you sing
victoriously.

crowed of Israel to her court
through slowly but steadily
growing prophetic ministry.
She grew to an accepted
judge and a prophetess
because they got their
disputes decided righteously
in her court. We see people
willingly offered themselves
to war at her call (5:9). She
was not born with silver
spoon in her mouth. She
reached this mountain of
victory with normal life style

us the background of this
victory song. Deborah lived in
a male chauvinistic world. Israelites were
scattered with no national leader to lead them.
They were struggling to withstand against the
rampant Canaanite influence on them. Her
acceptance as prophetess was not easily
attained. The swelling crowd in the court under
the palm of Deborah bears witness to her
upcoming as a leader. She started the journey
to victory on her knee in a corner of her home.
Her popularity reached far off territories of Israel.
Her righteous judgments helped people to
recognize God’s voice on her tongue.

and humble beginning. Our
humble beginning is never a
bar for success rather it is the first and right
step to our song of victory. With God we are
more than conquerors. Many who made history
were not hailing from well known backgrounds.
Just be willing to offer your small life and then
God will let you sing victoriously.

2. Priority to Sacred than Secular:

Our commitment in life is divided between
sacred and secular. Many time either one is
compromised in pursuit of successes. Often
our successes in civil life are at the expense of
our sacred life. But Deborah is role model as a

Pastor
Benny P U
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A song of victory
is not born over
night. Groans
and pangs
precede it. Its
seeds are sown
in springs of
tears. Deborah
treaded over
thorns and
climbed the
mountain of
victory through
dark valley. The
song in Judges
Chapter 5 was
born through
many such
hurdles of her
time.
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God let Deborah
pen down the
song of victory,
an anthem. She
never let her
humble origin be
a bar for her
upcoming.
Neither had she
compromised
the sacred for
secular. Nor she
was fearful even
when everything
around her was
against. She was
tenacious and
willing to fight
when majority
didn’t respond to
her call.

person who balanced both well without hurting
the other. It is not easy to become a warrior,
yet a wife and a mother. No doubt, every thinking
mind will wonder at how Deborah could be a
successful Judge, a wife, a mother, and a
prophetess at the same time. To excel in any
field needs good discipline and sufficient time.
Deborah’s uniqueness as a Judge, warrior cum
prophetess shows what her priorities were.
Much of her time was set apart for God and His
people. She never allowed her family affairs to
hinder her sacred responsibilities and vice versa.
We live in a world where sacred is compromised
for secular. Worship is only
second in priority for many.

River and give him to your hands’” (4:6,7) She
relied on God’s promise alone and remained
fearless. Her unmoved and fearless faith in
God’s promise was another secret of the
rampant victory over Sisera and his troops.

4. Tenaciousness:

It is an ability or willingness to carry on
despite danger, difficulty, or obstacle. The major
tribes of Deborah’s immediate neighborhood
didn’t respond to her call for whom victory was
immediate need. Ruben, Gilead, Dan, and
Asher, four prominent tribes, didn’t support the
war with soldiers and resources. They never
thought it as common cause
to work together with. Yes,

For Deborah, to be an
accepted Judge for the whole
Israel was not an easy job: it
demands alot of time, unique
talents, divine wisdom and
more. Probably she
sacrificed a lot to be available
for God’s purpose and the
needs of people. No doubt,
this priority for sacred without
neglecting the secular life
uniquely balanced was
leading her on the road to this
song of victory.
3. Fearlessness:

Many things were not in
favor of Deborah. No
preceding history was
available of a woman
leading a war in Israel, to
look atand learn from.
Being woman was yet
another reason to feel more
insecure. Warring tribes of
Israel made enemies’ job
easier. God’s anger on
Israel for the evil they did to
Him made them more
vulnerable.

sometimes people won’t
support us in our fight against
the arch enemy. But they will
be first to receive the benefits
of the victory. Nothing could
hold Deborah back from what
she was determined to do
under the command of God.
Victory can be won by the
weak even when the
prominent and strong don’t
join us. Deborah and Barak
fought the battle against
Sisera with few who were
willing to risk their life. The

Many things were not in

rest is history.

favor of Deborah. No

preceding history was

available of a woman leading awar in Israel, to
look at and learn from. Being woman was yet
another reason to feel more insecure. Warring
tribes of Israel made enemies’ job easier. God’s
anger on Israel for the evil they did to Him made
them more vulnerable. Jabin, the king of
Canaan, with nine hundred iron chariots and
his commander-in-chief Sisera were marching
towards Israel. Barak the leader was not fully
self confident. His army and ammunitions were
no match to Sisera and his troops. These were
the challenges and realities Deborah had to face
with. She was surrounded with people and
things that could make her fearful. But she was
fearless. She sent for Barak from Naphtali and
probably said to him in bold and thundering voice:
“The Lord God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go,
take with you ten thousand men of Naphtali and
Zebulun and lead them up to mount Tabor. |
will lead Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army,
with his chariots and his troops to the Kishon

The wonderful poem of
Judges 5 describes how God
gave them the great victory. How the stars from
heaven fought for them. How Sisera sank at
the feet of Jael in her tent. How the horses and
iron chariots were cut down. God let Deborah
break outin singing. She sang mockingly about
the mother of Sisera and the wisest ladies of
Canaan who were impatiently waiting to
welcome a triumphantly returning army and
their captain.

Yes, God let Deborah pen down the song of
victory, an anthem. She never let her humble
origin be a bar for her upcoming. Neither had
she compromised the sacred for secular. Nor
she was fearful even when everything around
her was against. She was tenacious and willing
to fight when majority didn’t respond to her call.

Now it is your time. God is looking to you to
make you author of your own song of victory.
Yes, you have potential to write an anthem of
yours. He is still working on you to make you
what you ought to be. [
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Understand the great mystery of
GODLINESS

“And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in
the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the Gentiles,
believed on in the world, received up in glory” (1 Timothy 3:16)

"1 Timothy"
- THREE -

The Mystery of

Meditations from

Dr. Shibu
Cherian

MS, MBA,
D.Min., Ph.D.

J

The above verse written by Apostle Paul to
his spiritual son Timothy is perhaps one of the
greatest, most profound statements ever
recorded in Scripture. The rhythmic construction
of the summary statement suggests that Paul
may be quoting an early hymn or creedal
confession. God has made His plan - this great
“‘mystery of godliness” - known to us only by
special revelation (see Ephesians ch. 3).
Through the above verse, Paul is trying to
unravel one of the greatest secrets that ever
existed until that point of time, which has the
express purpose to produce godliness in
humans who are born in sin. It is a mystery of
“godliness” since it leads to and results in
godliness in those who accept it, and it is
“great’due to its importance and scope.

The “mystery of godliness” points out to the
person of Jesus Christ, who is the essence of
this mystery and whose work as completed on
the earth.He is God incarnate, who was made
flesh, and was manifest in the flesh as He lived
among us (John 1:14). Though condemned as
asinner, and put to death as a malefactor, Christ
was raised again by the Spirit, and so was
justified from all the false charges with which
he was loaded. He was God manifest in the
flesh, to take away our sins, to redeem us from
all iniquity, and to purify unto himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works. Thus, the person
and work of the Lord Jesus is truly marvelous
and wonderful!

J. N. Darby in his collected writings has
explained this verse as follows: “This is often
quoted and interpreted as if it spoke of the
mystery of the Godhead, or the mystery of
Christ’s Person. But it is the mystery of
godliness, or the secret by which all real
godliness is produced—the divine spring of all
that can be called piety in man...Godliness
springs from the knowledge of the incarnation,
death, resurrection and ascension of the Lord
Jesus Christ...This is how God is known; and
from abiding in this flows godliness.”

Apostle Paul elaborates on this “mystery of
godliness” in six different phrases as listed
below:

1. Manifested in the flesh refers to Christ’s
incarnation, the fact that Jesus became man
and lived as a servant for about 33.5 years (John
1:14). True godliness was manifest in the flesh
for the first time when the Savior was born as a
Babe in Bethlehem’s manger.

2. Justified in the Spirit refers to the Holy
Spirit’s role in the life and ministry of Jesus
Christ. Jesus was vindicated by the Holy Spirit
of God at His baptism (Matthew 3:15-17),
transfiguration (Matthew 17:5), resurrection
(Acts 2:32-33; Romans 1:3-4), and ascension
(John 16:7,10).

3. Seen by angels refers to the angelic
witness of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ.
The Lord Jesus was seen by angels at His birth,
temptation, His agony in the Garden of

.... Continued on Page 9
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God, our Heav-
enly Fatheris
more than able to
provide spiritual,
mental, emot-
ional, physical,
social, econom-
ical and all kinds
of protection.

But sometimes
He allows

events to happen
otherwise

in our lives.

"Protected by the Power of God!"
1 Peter 1:5

In the previous verses we found that God is
so merciful. God in His great mercy causes
men and women, boys and girls everywhere to
be born again by the Word of God and the Holy
Spirit of God. God has given a living, blessed
hope, to every child of God. God raised Jesus
from the dead as an assurance of our
resurrection. God sealed every believer with the
Holy Spirit of promise
as the guarantee of our

protection, both in the Old Testament and New
Testament. God is able and His ability is
available to his children. The history of Israel is
full of those examples. Protection of Daniel in
the lion’s den, and the three jewish boys in the
fiery furnace (See the Book of Daniel). David
sang and praised God for his protection many
times (see Psalms 18; 54:7; 138:7, and many

more). Even Satan

knows about the

resurrection. God has
promised us incredible
inheritance. God is
keeping that
inheritance
imperishable, from any
defilement, and from
fading away. This
inheritance is reserved

God sealed every believer with the
Holy Spirit of promise as the guarantee
of our resurrection. God has promised

us incredible inheritance.

God is keeping that inheritance
imperishable, from any defilement, and
from fading away. This inheritance is
reserved in heaven.

protection God has for
his children. That is the
reason Satan
mentioned to God that
God has always
protected Job, and his
home, and his
properties from harm
(See Job 1:10).

in heaven.

Three important
aspects are found in 1 Peter 1:5. The First
aspect is that:

We are Protected by the Power of God
(see Jude 24).

We need protection from Satan and from
self (1 Peter 5:8; Matthew 6:13; 1 Corinthians
10:13). Of course, the Word of God has so
many promises and examples of God’s

Yes, God, our
Heavenly Father is
more than able to provide spiritual, mental,
emotional, physical, social, economical, and
all kinds of protection. But sometimes He allows
events to happen otherwise in our lives. We do
not always understand God’s reason for
permitting certain situations. Trials and testing
are for the maturing and the growth of His
children. Our Heavenly Father is the wisest
father and He knows what is best for his children
and we must trust Him always (See Romans
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8:28). We must also remember that he who is
born of God keeps himself, trusts in God, and
prays to keep us from the evil one (See 1 John
5:18; Luke 11:4).

Secondly,
We are Protected through Faith

him (see Hebrews 11:6; Deuteronomy 4:29;
Proverbs 8:17; Jeremiah 29:13). We are saved
by grace through faith and we live and battle
daily by grace through faith. Faith is the victory
that overcomes the world (see 1 John 5:4).

Thirdly, Salvation Ready To Be Revealed.

It is unbelief, or lack of faith, in the finished
work of our Lord Jesus Christ that keeps people
from eternal salvation.

The Bible speaks of the three stages or three
tenses of the salvation God has given to all those
who put their trust in

That is, not trusting in
God and His Holy Word
(see Galatians 2:20).
There is an ongoing
battle in our Christian
life after we are saved.
God has provided
everything needed to
nourish and strengthen,

The coming of the third stage of our
salvation is nearer than when we first
believed. We are already God’s
children, but when Christ comes we
will be like Him, for we will see him as
He really is. This happens at the return
of our LORD on that last day. It may
happen anytime, so keep looking up!

the LORD Jesus
Christ.

First of all by grace
we are saved through
faith from the penalty
of sin. The penalty of
sin is eternal death or
eternal separation
from God (see

inspire and increase
our faith and trust in
Him. Faith comes and grows by the hearing of
the eternal, powerful, life giving, faith building,
Word of God. So the writer of the book of
Hebrews wrote that we should make sure that
our hearts are not evil and unbelieving, turning
away from the living God (see Hebrews 3:12).
Peter probably remembers his own failure. Peter
failed, but Jesus prayed for him, Peter wept
bitterly and repented (Luke 22:31-32).
Remember, it is impossible to please God
without faith. Anyone who comes to him must
believe that there is the one and only living God.
This God rewards those who sincerely seek
him. He who seeks God wholeheartedly will find

Romans 3:23; 6:23;
10:9-10, Ephesians
2:5). This is also known as justification by faith
(Romans 5:1). Secondly, we are saved daily
from the power of sin. This is known as
sanctification. We are overcoming sin daily by
walking in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-17). Thirdly
we will be saved even from the presence of sin.
This is known as glorification. The coming of
the third stage of our salvation is nearer than
when we first believed. We are already God’s
children, but when Christ comes we will be like
Him, for we will see him as He really is. This
happens at the return of our LORD on that last
day (see Romans 13:11; 1 John 3:2-3). It may
happen anytime, so keep looking up! -

It is unbelief, or
lack of faith, in
the finished work
of our Lord Jesus
Christ that keeps
people from
eternal salvation.
That is, not
trusting in God
and His Holy
Word. There is
an ongoing battle
in our Christian
life after we are
saved. God has
provided
everything
needed to
nourish and
strengthen,
inspire and
increase our faith
and trustin Him.

( "Meditations from 1 Timothy" ...... Continuation from Page 7

D,

Gethsemane, resurrection,
and ascension (Acts 1:10-11).

4. Preached among the
Gentiles refers to the
proclamation of Christ to the
nations (Colossians 1:23).
From the Day of Pentecost
onward, Jesus has been
preached among the Gentiles
in the farthest corners of the
earth.

5. Believed on in the world
refers to the response of
individuals to God’s plan of
salvation (1 Corinthians 1:18-

25). It describes the fact that
some from almost every tribe
and nation have trusted the
Lord Jesus Christ.

6. Received up in glory
refers to the ascension of Christ
to heaven after the work of
redemption had been
completed, after which He is
seated at the right hand of God
in heaven (see Acts 1:9; 7:56;
Hebrews 1:3-4).

According to some Bible
scholars, this list of events is
presented chronologically:

manifested in the flesh refers
to the incarnation; justified in
the Spirit refers to Christ’s
death, burial, and resurrection;
seen by angels describes His
ascension into heaven;
preached among the Gentiles
and believed on in the world are
the events that followed His
ascension; and, finally,
received upin glory referstoa
coming day when all His
redeemed are gathered, raised
from the dead, and received up
with Him to glory. Itis only then

that the work of this
“mystery of
godliness” will be
truly complete.

Let us under-
stand that this great
“mystery of
godliness” is none
other than Jesus
Christ, and it is only
when we serve Him
sincerely can we
ascend the steps to
godliness in the
comingdays!  gm
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The faithfulness of messengers

"Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort,
with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears,
they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away
from the truth, and be turned aside to fables” (2 Timothy 4:2-4)

The advent of electronic mail (e-
mail) and messaging services (sms-
short message service, WhatsApp)
has made other forms of written
communication (letter writing,
postcards, etc) mostly obsolete.
However, in Biblical times, before the
establishment of postal™®© " systems,
messages had to be transmitted
through word of mouth or letter, by
messengers who ran on foot™°¢2 or
were mounted on horseback. These
messengers had to have several
attributes:

1. They had to be swift — urgent
messages had to be communicated
expeditiously, hence, the messenger
had to be extremely fleet of foot or
capable of racing on a horse. They had
no time to waste by resting or dawdling
along the wayside. (2 Samuel 18:23-
27,1 Kings 1:42, Proverbs 10:26)

2. They were certain to meet
opposition along the way —

Aneka Paul, MSW
Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai

N\ J

enemy. (Proverbs 13:17)

3. They had to be reliable persons
— who communicated the message
accurately (particularly if it was oral)
or handed over the written document
intact and without tampering. Similarly,
they had to reliably remit a reply back
to the sender of the original message.
(Proverbs 25:13, 26:6)

4. They had to be fearless — as the
recipient of the message could take
offence to it, react adversely and order
for the messenger to be killed. This
even led to the phrase “shooting the
messenger” meaning to treat the
bearer of (bad) news as if they were to
blame for it.

All the prophets of the Old
Testament are also referred to as
Messengers of God (2 Chronicles
36:16) — who met with stiff resistance
from the people of Israel. Prophets like
Isaiah and Jeremiah were sent to
kings, priests, nobles of the day and
common people who gathered to
worship at the temple — and told to
loudly proclaim their transgressions
and the errors of their ways, and call
them to repentance (Isaiah 58:1,
Jeremiah 7:2-3, Jeremiah 26:2-3).
However, the Israelites refused to
accept the Word of God, and abused

the prophets instead, ranging

enemies who would intercept
them to steal away the
message they carried or
sabotage their journey. The
messenger had to be quick
enough to escape from danger
or competent enough to fight

Prophets like Isaiah and Jeremiah were sent
to kings, priests, nobles of the day and
common people who gathered to worship at
the temple — and told to loudly proclaim their
transgressions and the errors of their ways,

and call them to repentance

from social ostracism (eg.
Amos, in Amos 7:14) to
beatings, imprisonment, and
torture (Jeremiah, in Jeremiah
20:2, Jeremiah 37:15-16,
Jeremiah 38:6-13) to death
(Zechariah, in Matthew

against and overcome the

23:35). This is reiterated by

Note 1 -India Post is the most widely distributed postal system in the world. Warren Hastings had
taken initiative under East India Company to start the Postal Service in India in 1688.
In 1497, Franz von Taxis established a postal service on behalf of Emperor Maximilian |

of the Holy Roman Empire.

Note 2 - The 1896 Games featured the first Olympic marathon, which followed the 25-mile route
run by the Greek soldier who brought news of a victory over the Persians

from Marathon to Athens in 490 B.C.
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Jesus in the parable of the wicked
vinedressers (Matthew 21:33-41),
clearly indicating His own eventual
death at the hand of the Israelites, as
the “only begotten Son”.

In New Testament times, preachers
are called “heralds” — harbingers or
bearers of animportant message —and
the message that believers are called
to deliver is clearly the GOSPEL
(Isaiah 52:7; Romans 10:13-17).

1. We are called to deliver this
gospel to a perishing world with all
urgency (Jude vs 22-23).

2. Our adversary, the Devil, and his
minions constantly try to stop us from
preaching the gospel and thereby
saving souls for the kingdom of God,
by stealing away the Word (Matthew
13:19, Mark 4:15, Luke 8:12). We are
called to be overcomers
(Revelations12:11; and to each of the
7 churches— Revelations 2:7, 2:11,
2:17, 2:26, 3:5, 3:12, 3:21) and more

than conquerors in Christ Jesus
(Romans 8:37).

3. We are also required to preach
the gospel without any adulteration of
our own wisdom or watering it down to
tickle the ear of the hearers (2 Timothy
4:3-4). We must bear in mind that we
are accountable for our every word to
the One who sent us (Matthew 12:36,
Romans 14:12, 2 Corinthians 5:10).

4. Those hearing the gospel need
not be accepting of it. Throughout
history, those bearing the gospel have
often been martyred for their profession
of faith (1 Peter 4:14-16). Yet, we take
hope in this, that when persecution
increased and believers were scattered,
they carried the message of the gospel
to wherever they dispersed, thereby
spreading it out further (Acts 8:4).

As bearers of the gospel, we must

persevere through all the trials that
come our way, knowing that these
ultimately aid in our maturity (James
1:2-4, Romans 5:3-4). We must be
ready to preach the gospel in season
and out of season, without losing
momentum (2 Timothy 4:2). As anyone
upon whom the Word of God has been
laid will attest, not speaking it is
harmful to the messenger (Jeremiah
20:9). At all times we must remain
yielded to Him who sent us, that we
may show ourselves as good and
faithful servants of His (Matthew 25:21,
23). If we don’t proclaim the Word
boldly, we will be shamed before our
hearers (Jeremiah 1:17). Let
us,therefore, willingly choose to preach
the gospel of Jesus Christ till our last
breath (1 Corinthians 9:16-17). @

The author would like to acknowledge the contributions of Pr Justus Thomas
and Br Nadeesh Cherian, who reviewed the early draft of this article.

India reported 273,810 new Covid-
19 cases with 1,619 people succumbing
to the disease in 24 hours yesterday
(April 19, 2021). It's an explosion - Corona
explosion! Most of the hospitals are
running short of beds. Ventilators, oxygen
and medicines are in short supply
resulting in avoidable loss of lives. Large
number of affected patients have to wait
outside the hospitals for hours and those
more lucky ones in ambulances wait,
hoping to get in — but in most cases
without success. The Churches are
empty but the Cemeteries are over-
crowded. In most crematoriums bodies
are piling up - sometimes 60-70 bodies
waiting for their turn. No one ever
imagined that we will ever see a day like
this in our own life time!

Many of our cities and provinces are
under lock-down - partial or complete.
Schools and colleges are closed. Market
places open for a very short period.
Curfew is imposed. To esc-
ape the pandemic, migrant labourers
from mega cities are fleeing in
thousands, returning to their villages to

Peace in the midst of the Pandemic!

kRev. George Samuel, Jhansb

In the midst of this unprecedented
health crisis, as God’s servants, we look
to God and not lose hope in Him,
exploring opportunities and discovering
godly ways of facing difficult times in our
own individual lives and our ministries.
Though, our life has become more
intense, schedules more hectic and
demanding, we are so thankful for God’s
serene peace that continue
to overwhelm our lives as we minister to
our co-workers and their families,
churches, community and persons in
leadership - but most of all those who
are quarantined in homes and hospitals,
members of family and friends of those
on ventilators and Oxygen support -

\

Corona variant, we are told, is more
infectious and deadly than the earlier
ones, giving very little survival time to the
infected patient. During the last week we
have lost two of our co-workers, several
of our good friends both from the
Christian and the local communities.
Our ministry, all of a sudden, seems to
have grown beyond the time zones
crossing geographical boundaries.

True, ministering in such a situation
has been quite exhausting not just
physically but emotionally and spiritually
as well. However, the gleam of hope
shining in the eyes of the infected person
or a glimmer of joy radiating on their faces
(true in some cases - for the last time)
is all so precious, fulfiling and satisfying.
We thank the Lord for the opportunity to
serve Him.

On the positive side — despite sudden
surge in Covid cases in the past two
weeks, God has kept us safe. Carrying
on the God-given ministry was
uneventful and blessed.

May His peace reign in your hearts
(John 14:27). Let’s continue to pray for

Qe with their families at this time. many of them struggling for life. The new  one another! ./
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Children's

Simon
was in 8th
grade at
the local
school.
One day
h i s
teacher
challenge
d the class
to do a 'Business Project'. Each student
decides what his or her business would
be. A business plan has to be written,
presented to the class and then
executed. Grades would be assigned
for each step listed above and not so
much for profit made.

The students came up with many
business proposals like offering
cleaning service in the neighborhood,
dog-walking, lemonade stand, etc.
Simon had a deep desire to do some-
thing different. He started praying about
his ideas. He wanted his business to
be about helping someone. An idea
came to him: he would collect books for
children and donate them to the
children’s hospital nearby.

Simon's business plan: He would

"Let the little children come
to me and do not hinder them"

"Whose plans do you have?"

create birthday cards and thank you
cards that his friends and others could
buy from him in exchange for their
books that they do not read any more.
He would then take the books he
collected to the Hospital Administrator
to be added to the Hospital library. He
presented his business plan to his class
and got approval from his teacher to
move forward and execute it.

Simon was very nervous about the
whole plan. He knew it would work only
if God was with him. He committed
everything once again to God’s hand.
He was encouraged by his Bible

« N

Beena Aunty

Reading portion of that day
from Psalm 37:4-5: "Take
delight in the LORD, and he
will give you the desires of
your heart. Commit your way
to the LORD; trust in him and
he will do this”.

Simon created flyers and
posted them around the
school to advertise his cards.
Initially there was no
response. After a few days, a couple of
friends brought their books to
exchange with the cards. Gradually the
word spread and soon Simon collected
a good number of books which were
donated to the Hospital Library. Simon
did get “A” grade for a successful
business plan execution.

Let us ask God for every plan in our
life. Whatever plan we receive, let us
place it in God’s hands for successful
execution. As we read in Jeremiah
29:11-13, “For | know the plans | have
for you, declares the LORD, plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope and a future”.

= D®OS5S =00

Noafl's Atk

Jonna Anoop

Praise Praash
Mumbai
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"God's mailbox™"!

Western Wall, also called Wailing
Wall, in the Old City of Jerusalem is a
place of prayer and pilgrimage sacred to
the Jewish people. It is the only remains

People praying at the
'Wailing Wall'

of the retaining wall surrounding the
Temple Mount, the site of the First and
Second Temples of Jerusalem. The First
Temple was destroyed by the
Babylonians in 587-586 BC and the
Second Temple was destroyed by the
Romans in 70 AD. Jews lament the
destruction of the Temple and pray for its
restoration, and it has long been a
custom to push slips of paper with
wishes or prayers on them into the wall’'s
cracks. People can also email their
prayers to religious authorities for
placement between the stones. Rabbi
Shmuel Rabinowitz said: "This year,
more than in previous years, we received
thousands, hundreds of thousands of
notes from all over the world - from Jews
and from non-Jews who could not come
here to the Western Wall". These prayers
are cleared out twice a year. The notes
are bagged for ritual burial on the Mount
of Olives.

More Dead Sea Scrolls
dscovered

Israeli archaeologists announced
the discovery of dozens of Dead Sea
Scroll fragments bearing a biblical text
found in a desert cave and believed

Newly discovered
fragments

hidden during a Jewish revolt against
Rome nearly 1,900 years ago. The
fragments of parchment bear lines of
Greek text from the books of Zechariah
and Nahum and have been dated
around the first century based on the
writing style. They are the first new scrolls
found in archaeological excavations in
the desert south of Jerusalem in 60
years.

The Dead Sea Scrolls, a collection of
Jewish texts found in desert caves in the
West Bank near Qumran in the 1940s
and 1950s, date from the third century
B.C. to the first century A.D. They include
the earliest known copies of biblical texts
and documents. They also prove how
amazingly the Biblical writings have
been preserved throughout the
centuries.

China declares
'House Churches' as 'lllegal
Social Organizations'!

China is launching a new campaign
to rid the country of "illegal social
organizations," a category that includes
millions of Christians who worship in
house churches. Churches in China are
required to register with the government
and join either the Three-Self Patriotic
Movement (for Protestants) or the
Chinese Patriotic Catholic Association.
But because such churches face severe
restrictions — including limits on what
pastors can say and a ban on attendance
by children — millions of Christians
worship in underground "house"

churches. The number of Christians who
worship in house churches is unknown
but is estimated to be in the tens of
millions.

Gospel can break any walls. The Holy
Spirit will continue to work in the hearts
of people!

Evangelicals in USA!

A new study has found that some 40
percent of self-identifying evangelicals
never, seldom or just attend church once
a year. On the other hand, in 2008, the
number was 16.1 percent. For years,
evangelicalism has been defined by four
markers: 1) Biblicism (a high regard for
the Bible), 2) Crucicentrism (a focus on
Jesus’ death on the cross), 3)
Conversionism (a belief that everyone
needs to be evangelized) and 4) Activism
(expressing the good news of Jesus
through social action). Ryan Burge, a
political science teacher at Eastern
lllinois University, who conducted the
survey, feels that the term “evangelical’
may increasingly be changing meaning
as people identify with the term but seem
to offer their own interpretations of it.
Burge says that it is also a reminder of
just how loose evangelicals are with
what makes them an evangelical. He
notes that self-identified evangelicals
have lower levels of religiosity now than
at any point in the last decade.

T—

A Worshipping Eangre_gatior) .

It is a sad situation when we realize
that brotherly love, fellowship and
assembling together for worship, mutual
encouragement and support have lost
their importance and meaning in many
present day Christian communities!
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see on the pages. Share your

experience with us we would
love to hear from you.
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Biju P. Samuel, West Bengal
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Bhandara Gohdia
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Chandrapur g
® 376 Churches

® 376 Pastors

® 370 Outstations

#» 152 Prayer Cells

» 42 House churches

» Upcoming Church buildings and parsonages
# Hebron Bible College

# Suvartha Publications

Nandurbar

Mumbai
Suburban

® Tracts & Literature Ministry
% 28 Primary Schools and Balwadies in the Villages

MATRIMONIAL [ 1fyou have been blessed

by this Magazine
please introduce
it to others.

Christian Pentecostal Parents Settled in Navi Mumbai.
Proposal for their Born Again Daughter Age 28.5
(03/10992) /150 cm. Completed her (Pharm D)

Doctor of Pharmacy. Currently She is working
in Canada with PR Visa, Seeking for Alliance From
Parents of Eligible Malayali Pentecostal Boy,
Spiritual and Post Graduate,
Raised Qutside Kerala & Willing to Migrate in Canada.

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT:
Whatsapp : +91 9821236319 / Mobile No.: +91 9969072119
varghese20763@gmail.com

MATRIMONIAL

Pentecostal Parents (middle
class family) from Kollam,

Pentecostal parents inviting
marriage proposals for their
daughter. Age 28, height 5'7".
complexion, fair. US citizen,
spiritual, Born & brought up in
USA, Registered Nurse.
Currently pursuing a Masters in
Nursing. Preferably from P.G. in
Engg/ Computer Science or
Medical field.
Contact:
0012142744864 (USA)
9821332273 (India)

To receive this magazine
please contact :

Suvartha

Publications
P.O. Box No. 17082, Tilaknagar,
Chembur, Mumbai - 400 089
Mob.: 9821 33 22 73

Kerala, settled Solapur, invites
suitable proposal for their Son
B.Sc. Nurse (DOB: 01.01.1990,
Height 177 cms) working in
Pune (Staff Nurse).

Seeking for alliance  from
parents of eligible Malayali
Pentecostal girl.

Contact : 9579976847

faglollmfl mgemmieyed Eremdmilew.um
mImIS” (milelle6ls
adltd] / e0ofladt’ (Bl@Ia%) MUEERMIE 303
almos:smud (ol 1T 80,

&y g mgirud 2 % 80, gpmU™1 T 100)
e ) BIGIDAMY. @HNICRLORB DIMAISHE:
1od e | Saji Mathew - 98205 60569
O s ROl Moncy P. George - 97027 15909

Email : ipcms.sundayschool@gmail.com

May 2021

22 Suvartha




) 0ileocneo @M Be ) 0lof
o) MlB6) pIveR@lp]

oJog;gcd G2306113 322203, @Po6NIAl

AV EUOHODTNEN)Ca]) af)TEe)
erRadlel o) dMYGIO®) alDeEeld
V" )M @O [OTVRIMIEM. af)anO
aIDERINEAV, @) PIVBWIL] a)damn
NTIO®) HO06Mo DENB).  BAlAND3
®O AOCODIS)BR @NQUNW (Al
alOBc@OlWEa 003 TV)AIEUDHODID
@R@I0)3:HN0W]  alladwdle)) )@@
@ VoD@ af)aN HWaO)BMOIV@AN),
gDV alDORIOAV. ENE[OCYO @ROD
)aflevoeHEOR  ERGIEMMOV
QBMI0I10] Mos) afles 60l msam)
@RELIMIBNIM). $,)S00@ D afleud
oo 610} aflevoauag) qV)alleudaH
2006MaN) ®MIH9) MEJ  CENIdELY
20@. DEZ2ODD CMOHDIN BRAIWO
anmmal@  €a106la)) &oamieg), vom
cel, Mma) MIeMalae)cwo g av)
aflentto al0@)01008? @l mEOMMOEY
CWO EH®) OEMYIHEMAN) TVABM L))
MoMOAl|®)? @RGINE A0)aISIwd
6 aIMOLINAV al0@)IN@®): af)MHe)
erRRwlel. »0sMo, Y availewd
aHo OHHMPOW] HEBAINOSTIWOE).

@O MVaOWI@HMOIW LNEHNI
MV ag))@: LAYRMEBIIM)o DENRO
QIMEBBO@ DaOOTVEINaHo ETNID
mlemesos) aVAfleuoaHlBe)M). &A@
OMOQIW (HIAY) o) OHHU®OAI)
gnam) 3oalldled a15em@rsil@d mlemud
9900 202 [lBle9)aM). BR®) OB06ME
BN MWo )OI CAM3 HISAN)AM).

|
{

(L
Lﬂ(\. 4

a0 avjailcuoato @RAIlesaMle]
af)BIT3 af)MB9) BREYD dhalo! af)
N aIDHLIOAV af) Q1B

HBOMOQ) ®MNB9) OISO |S®)
avyaileuoatto @ROINICHNMBGINM) @)
Ql@man). avyafleuoatarlanoel cald
oclaf) allglensals @oCajoTLRING
af)aM) €002ABH9) @I al@lalWea|s)
@®M).  aV)AflEUdaHo  @RGIVa o3
af)MI@3  @RYECAUIBo  B@EIIWIGIBE)
M}, alMELIOAV GO0260 GRAIWa)).

)o@ availerdato ag)aMIEM) @1
CGaDo  @RAIHINOQ|SIAN®). VO
CUaHOIIMOW] &flaflsf) adla) @REa |0
aQUEIMIEM) alDERIAV.

@V GUOAHEALIDaHIM BTHIMO W]
BaMNYo (IGINBHHIBNIOD af)a®)o TV
#9)I0M)o  BRMOAINY TLADIN)
AU OOBBHBOT3  @PELIIMENAIO
Mo @B ®QOOIVI@AN). QBN
BNEMBNIUB  OBHS)ENAN@)  BIN Yo
af)aM) HATMOAIOW CVWUBIM al0
GI010) QI0AE)) B30ABIMEBGIUIBBIBHW)o
&BOMIAI)e TV)AGUaHe BRAIXIB)
aald  aailleroaHEOM3  Daledladl
CHOEMo af)aN) HE[lafI@lH9)aM) ag)am)
6300 l99)D>@)o aI@Q).

8an)o avauodlajlel ag&sleno
@REMGHOO  TLVMIMNOISTIV  HOBAI
2MaHIM. @®OHF MVO@ORY TLNdall
2]] MVIADANOO aBLfla]) TVBHLIONN
€Be2aMM) D0a{laflse @REGa0s WO®

HEBRON BIBLE COLLEGE

ESTABLISHED IN 1992

Pr. P. Joy
(Principal) 9757088499

Fully owned and managed by IPC Maharashtra State

Vision : Light up the villages of Maharashtra through living word.
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Bro. Varghese Kollakompil
(Administrator) 9821332273
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P.0. Box No. 17082, Tilaknagar P.0., Chembur, Mumbai - 400 089.
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Scenes from Amaravati District of IPC Maharashtra

\ ; 'lL 1 ‘- .I * .

embers of Belkeda village with Pr. Kailas Bhulham
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Scenes from Jalgaon District of IPC Maharashtra

Distributing food and study materials to the poor children at Jalgaon

Scenes from Ratnagiri District of IPC Maharashtra
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