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A Preacher's Wife and Her GOD:
A Word of Hope to the
Covid-19 Widows!

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask
or think, according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the
church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen”
(Ephesians 3:20 - NKJV).

COVID-19 has stolen the lives of many
preachers across the world, leaving behind a
host of widows and children in difficult and
painful circumstances. Many of them are away
from their native places, loved ones, and
possible support systems, still living where they
served with the deceased ministers, often in
hostile situations. The churches have moved
on in most cases with new leaderships and have
not always been sensitive to the needs of these
widows and children. While | want to call the
attention of everyone concerned to this
unparalleled situation, | also wish to share a
word of hope and promise to these women and
their children.

2 Kings 4 presents the testimony of a
prophet’'s wife. Her husband was a faithful
“preacher” of God’s word who passed away
before paying off a big debt he had incurred.
The widow was in dire straits as the lender was
coming to enslave her sons as payment. She
approached Prophet Elisha for help.

Jewish tradition tells us that this widow was
possibly the wife of Obadiah, the prophet who
had fed and protected a hundred prophetsin a
cave from the wrath of Ahab, the evil king, during
the days of Elijah. In this case, the debt was
incurred for feeding these prophets of God and
the poor widow was stuck with the obligation to
repay. The prophet asked her what she had at
home. Learning that she had a jar of oil at home,
he advised her to go home, collect as many
pots as possible, and pour the oil from the jar
to the pots. She obeys the prophet, her sons
collected the pots from neighbors, and she and
her sons poured oil in these pots until the last
available pot was filled. She returned to the
prophet who instructed her to sell the oil to pay
off the debt and to live off the rest of the income.

This familiar incident was brought to my
attention recently as | spoke at a farewell

/~ 1.Awoman who knew who she was,

\__7.Awoman who had a miracle!

meeting for a pastor’s wife who recently became
a widow (not from COVID) and decided to move
to another location. | noticed that this biblical
event presents at least seven things about the
widow. | will just list them for easy reading. This
widow was: \

2. A woman who knew where to go in her
need,

3. A woman who knew her legacy and
inheritance.

4. Awoman who still had oil at her house,

5. Awoman who interceded for her kids and
their freedom,

6. Awoman who willingly obeyed the prophet

despite the unusual instruction.

The incident in 2 Kings 4 also tells us three
things about this widow’s God. Her God is:

1. AGod who remembers His servants afte
their death.

2. AGod who does not forget the preacher's
wife and kids even after the preacher’s death.

3. A God who does above all that we can
ask or think.

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that works in us, to
Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to
all generations, forever and ever. Amen”
(Ephesians 3:20 - NKJV).

Although the widow asked for only debt relief,
she received a miracle in which God not only
paid her debt, but also provided for a better life
for her and her freed children. | wonder if this
miracle produced two new and younger prophets
with powerful testimonies!

As | remind the churches and ministries of
our responsibilities to the COVID-19 widows and
children, I hope these words will minister hope
and healing to their hearts. [ |
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Faith Requires Total Surrender
in Obedience!

But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father! ---- Look, the
fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” And Abraham
said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering”.
So the two of them went together" (Genesis 22:7,8)

We have heard a lot about the faith of
Abraham who is acclaimed as the father of the
faithful. He left his country to venture into the
unknown trusting God. He also trusted God who
asked him to offer his only son Isaac (Genesis
22). He trusted God that “God will provide for
himself the lamb for a burnt offering” when his
son asked, “where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?” (Genesis 22:7-8). He was not lying
nor trying to hide the harsh reality that God had
told him to sacrifice Isaac. And it happened just
as he believed! When he was swinging the knife
at his only son bound to the altar, the angel
showed him the ram caught up in the thicket.

While extolling the faith of Abraham we often
sidestep the faith of Isaac. This story that
highlights the faith of Abraham is also a story of
Isaac’s faith. Isaac was not an infant when the
incident happened. He was an adult old enough
to endure three days of journey with his father,
climb up the mountain and ask rational
questions about the details for the sacrifice.
According to some Jewish traditions he was at
least 37 years of age when this incident
happened.

Though he could question his dad and was
strong enough to resist when he was bound, he
did not resist but surrendered himself willingly.
He believed what his father told him that God
will provide a lamb. He believed it even when he
was tied and placed on the altar; he believed it
even when he saw the knife just a few inches
away from his throat.

4 Though he could question his dad N
and was strong enough to resist
when he was bound, he did not

resist but surrendered himself
willingly. He believed what his father
told him that God will provide a lamb.
He believed it even when he was tied
\_ and placed on the altar!

He still believed that
God would provide the
lamb for the sacrifice,
and he will walk away
from the altar to
prepare the
lamb though that was
nowhere in sight then.
/ Isaac shared his

father’s faith that “God will provide.” He might
have grown up with that faith from his childhood.
His mother might have told him of the long years
of her barrenness. But even though she crossed
the age of child-bearing God provided him to
them. Now, that faith was further strengthened
as his father dropped the knife, ran to the
thicket, and came back with a ram. When
Abraham untied him, he watched the lamb
going up in the flames. The flames that would
have licked his life out of him is devouring the
body of the ram. That strengthened his faith,
“God will provide.”

Isaac carried that faith to the most parts of
his life. When the shepherds of Gerar disputed
with him over the wells he dug, he chose to
suffer loss and moved to another place to dig
wells believing that God will provide (Genesis
26:18-22). And God did provide. Wherever he
dug he hit the water.

He had to exercise the same faith when his
father’s servant hit the long, dusty road to find
a wife for him. He did not go with the servant to
make sure that the person he would choose
will be the right choice. He just trusted that God
would provide the right person to be his wife.
While he spent his time devoid of anxiety,
meditating in the open fields (Genesis 24:63).
Through a miraculous turn of events, God did
provide for him the right person.

However, we are not sure if Isaac, like us
sometimes, was able to keep that faith
throughout his life. His appetite for wild games
that his son Esau fed him made him love him
more than the other son. Though he trusted God
for his wife, it seems that they could not keep
that intimacy to the end of their marriage. They
took sides, his wife duped him by dressing up
her favorite son Jacob as Esau and feeding him
a lamb stew. Faith waxes and wanes. However,
it is important to have faith, faith that Isaac
had, “God will provide”. -
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Jesus Christ:

My Lord and my God!

“"But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes
we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one,
to his own way; And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all"
(Isaiah 53:5,6)

When | was young, my mother used to tell
me the stories of Abraham, Joseph, Samuel,
Daniel and David. When | learned how to read,
| read Bible enthusiastically to study lives of
the Old Testament saints. Their lives attracted
me and | used to pray privately and personally
at night to God to speak to me as He spoke to
Boy Samuel. Though God never appeared me
in my dream and spoke, my desire to hear the
voice of God made my

believer or Pastor should come to pray for the
sick boy. My grandmother, mother and | were
only ones at home. On the third day | fell in
coma. News spread among the family circle
that | would die without taking medicine. AlImost
all relatives of my father came home to see my
death without taking medicine so that

Pentecostalism could be nipped in the bud. My
mother was alone in prayer. Two days | was
unconscious and all were

thoughts pure and holy. But Ve

N\ waiting for my last breath.

none of those characters
could do anything for me.
Surely some of them had
exemplary character but none
was perfect. | used to write
articles about all of the
characters in the Old
Testament. But my hero was
Jesus Christ, who is unique,
who on grim Golgotha
suffered in His own body, soul
and mind the total punishment
for my sins and iniquities. He
bore my diseases on the
Cross.

| discovered that my
faith should be founded
on the atoning work of the
Lord Jesus Christ. | read
many books on Jesus
Christ like, “The Greatest
Story ever told”, “Imitation
of Christ”, etc and | wrote
several articles and
published four books on
Jesus Christ. Although |
could not fully understand
His personality, |

experienced His love

Then in my dream | saw a
person (image was not clear)
who asked me in Malayalam,
“son what do want?” |
responded “healing” (sukam
venum). The stranger’s voice
was small, loving, sweet but
powerful. | never heard such a
voice in my life afterwards.
Suddenly | opened my eyes,
sat up and asked for water. |
told my dream in my baby
language. At once all the
visitors began to depart one
after another. When I grew up |

My first acquaintance with

\__throughout my life!l. /

learned from the word of God

Jesus was when | was a

that by His stripes | am healed,

child, it was in a dream when

I heard the voice of my Master Jesus Christ. |
was about 3 years old and my mother was the
only Pentecostal believer among all the families
of my father. One day suddenly | was laid up
with fever. Though my mother was a nurse, she
never gave medicines to her kids since she
believed in divine healing like other Pentecostal
believers those days. My father was inAleppey
because he was a school head master. My
grand mother was very determined that no

He died for my sins by making
Himself a curse, He purchased me with His own
blood, He ascended to heaven and He will come
back to take me to be with Him in eternity. No
old testament saints did any of the above for
me. No one else promised to come back when
they left this world. | discovered that my faith
should be founded on the atoning work of the
Lord Jesus Christ. | read many books on Jesus
Christ like, “The Greatest Story ever told”,
“Imitation of Christ“, etc and | wrote several

Pastor
John Mathew
Bangalore

| used to write
articles about all
of the
characters in the
Old Testament.
But my hero
was Jesus
Christ, who is
unique, who on
grim Golgotha
suffered in His
own body, soul
and mind

the total
punishment

for my sins

and iniquities.
He bore my
diseases on
the cross.
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Christ was
praying to avoid
physical,
premature
death. He
prayed
earnestly and
His sweat was
like drops of
blood falling to
the ground.
Satan wanted
that He avoided
suffering and
punishment as
death on the
cross. When
Jesus prayed
to “take this
cup from me*,
an angel from
heaven
appeared and
strengthened
Him

articles and published four books on Jesus
Christ. Although | could not fully understand His
personality, | experienced His love throughout
my life!

His prayer for removal of 'THE CUP'

Jesus came to this world to die for sinners
and He told His disciples several times about
His sufferings, death on the cross and
resurrection. He resolutely set Himself to die
for the sin of humanity because He knew there
is no other alternative (Mark 10:33-34, Luke
9:51, John 12;24,27,.Hebrews 10:5-9). He
walked in front of His disciples to go Jerusalem
to die for us (Luke 19:28), He said He desired
to have Passover with His disciples before His
death (Luke 22:15). Many interpretations are
given about His prayer at the mount of olives:
‘take this cup from me, yet not my will but
yours be done” (Luke 22:42).

an angel from heaven appeared and

strengthened Him (Luke 22:43). His prayer was
answered because He decided to die for
salvation of the humanity.

Another inference is that He was praying to
be delivered from the punishment of separation
from His Father which is the ultimate penalty
for the sinners. However, He submitted Himself
to the will of His Father for physical death and
spiritual separation for our salvation. God
answered His prayer and strengthened Him to
drink the cup (Hebrews 5:7). He did not pray for
the removal of death on the cross. My Lord died
for my sins and am free. He became my
substitute.

His personality

| saw the statue of a smiling Jesus Christin
a parkiin California, with children of all nations
in His lap. In the Catholic

We cannot consider it as a f

\ college that | studied, every

prayer for the removal of the
death on the cross. He knew
there was no other alternative
for redemption of the fallen
humanity. If He had no will to
die on the cross, there was no
need of His incarnation. Our
Lord is not a man of fear but
of courage. Let us focus our
attention to the scene at the
Mount of Olives (John 18:11).
The soldiers and officials did

He knew there was
no other alternative for
redemption of the
fallen humanity. If He
had no will to die on
the cross, there was
no need of His
incarnation. Our Lord
is not a man of fear
but of courage.

class room has either a picture
of Jesus in prayer at mount of
Olives or as a dead person in
the lap of Mary. | like to see
the picture of Jesus smiling or
walking as a brave person!!
There is no gospel without
the death of Jesus on the cross
and His resurrection. In all our
conventions our Lord must be
lifted. There is no unique and
perfect person in Old

not identify Jesus but He
Himself came out in front of \

Testament but some good
J moddls are there. Jesus came

them knowing everything that

was going to happen to Him and asked them,
“who is it you want?” (John 18:4) and He
introduced Himself as Jesus of Nazareth. As
soon as He said, “l am He” they drew back and
fell on the ground. Jesus could have escaped if
desired the Cup to be removed from Him. All
His apostles and martyrs faced death with
fortitude uttering courageous words because
their Master faced death with determination and
courage.

What is the inference of His prayer, “may
this cup be taken"? Christ was praying to avoid
physical, premature death. He prayed earnestly
and His sweat was like drops of blood falling to
the ground. Satan wanted that He avoided
suffering and punishment as death on the cross.
When Jesus prayed to “take this cup from me*,

from heaven to save sinners
and lived among them, yet He was sinless. No
Old Testament person like Isaac, Joseph or
David can ever be equated with Jesus.

| have had a great desire to see Jesus'

physical appearance. His image in the shroud
of Turin was found to be fake. My desire to know
how Jesus appeared in person vanished in due
course as | am reminded of the fact that | will
never see Jesus again as a human being beause
He is sitting at the right side of God the Father
and | will see Him as Apostle John saw i
Revelation 1:14-17. We can sing asbout Jesus
as afriend or as a 1lover narrated in the Song
of Songs. The reality is that He loves us and
His presence is with us. He is God and even
His beloved disciple, John, fell down and knelt

--- Contnued on page 8
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Practical Life Instructions from:
Apostle Paul's Letter to ""Romans"

Devotional: THREE

How should CHRISTIANS
react to EVIL?

“Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. If it
is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. Beloved, do
not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, ‘Vengeance
is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord. Therefore ‘if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if
he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his
head.’Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”
(Romans 12:17-21)

Dr. Shibu
Cherian

MS, MBA,
D.Min., Ph.D. )

%

Repaying evil for evil is a common practice
in this world. However, this delight in vengeance
should have no place in our lives if we are to be
Christ-like. We must resist the tendency to
avenge wrongs that are done to us. lengeance
is God’s prerogative, and He will repay at the
proper time and in the

If any of us interfered, it would be the height of
presumption”.

Actually, Christianity goes beyond non-
resistance to active benevolence, and attempts
to convert enemies by love. “To heap live coals
on a person’s head” means to “make him

ashamed of his

is the Pastor

of Carolinas
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Matthews, NC
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Asian Indians in
and around the
Charlotte area.
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President of
United in the
WORD
Ministries, Inc.
He is a certified
Clinical Chaplain,
a Bible Teacher
and a Premarital
Counselor.

Visit his ministry
website @ http://

proper manner hostility by surprising o
(Deuteronoy 32:35). (. _\  him with unconventional || Www.unitedinthe
Lenski writes the Actually, Christianity goes beyond kindness”. The great word.com
following on this non-resistance to active African-American

subject: “God has long benevolence, and attempts to scientist, George

ago settled the wh_ole convert enemies by love. “To heap Washm_gt?n _Carver,

matter about exacting . ) " once said, “l will never

o live coals on a person’s head .

justice from " . . let another man ruin my

wrongdoers. Not one of e to make h'm _aSha_med ,Of his life by making me hate

them will escape. hostility by surprising him with him”. As a Christian

Perfect justice will be unconventional kindness”. believer he would not

done in every case and / allow evil to conquer

will be done perfectly. him!
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We should
instead let the
goodness of
God shine
through our
lives, and
overcome evil
with good just
as light
overcomes
darkness. We
can be confident
in the
providence of
God and the
certainty of His
judgment.

Evil may tend to make us feel powerless.
However, Apostle Paul instructs us that we
should ‘hate evil’ (v. 9), ‘not repay evil with evil’
(v. 17) and ‘not be overcome by evil’ (v. 21a).
We should instead let the goodness of God
shine through our lives, and overcome evil with
good just as light overcomes darkness. We can
be confident in the providence of God and the
certainty of His judgment.

As Christian believers, we must resist the
impulse to retaliate

attitude we exhibit our life of transformation
before a watching world. This can be done only
through the phenomenal power of God’s love in
our lives. If we let God have His way, He will
even use our enemies to build us and make us
more like Christ!

"Finally, all of you be of one mind, having
compassion for one another; love as brothers,
be tenderhearted, be courteous; not returning
evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the

contrary blessing,

but rather we

knowing that you

should promote our As Christian believers, we must resist were called to this,

sanctification by the impulse to retaliate but rather we that you may inherit

doing good to should promote our sanctification by a blessing” (1

those who do evil doing good to those who do evil to us. Peter 3:8-9)

to us. Through this [ |
C "Jesus Christ: My Lord and my God" - Continuation from page 6 )

before Him. True, He loves us and

answers our prayers. name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Trinity is the foundation of Christianity (2
His Ministry John 9). Holy Spirit was His guide as He

How Jesus started His ministry is a o
model for us. He was baptized in water
and there was no need for Him to
confess His sins and to have 'born again'
experience because He was sinless.
When He was baptized in water, the
Holy Spirit descended on Him and the
voice of Father God came from heaven,
“you are my son, whom | love and with
you | am well pleased” (Luke 3:21,22).
Three Persons were there when He took \Z

baptism. We should take baptism in the

was doing everything for the will of God.

Immediately after baptism He
was filled with Holy Spirit and
was led by the Spirit to the
desert to be tempted by the
devil (Luke 4:1). Temptation from

=\ the devil and test from God.

After the temptations Jesus retuned
with flying colours to Galilee in the
power of Holy Spirit. We cannot do the
ministry without the power of Holy
Spirit. Then we see Jesus full of joy
through the Holy Spirit. A child of God
finds joy only through the Holy Spirit.

After the temptations Jesus
retuned with flying colours to
Galilee in the power of Holy
Spirit (Luke 4:14). We cannot
do the ministry without the
power of Holy Spirit. Then we
see Jesus full of joy through
the Holy Spirit (Luke 10:21).

A child of God finds joy only

=/ through the Holy Spirit.
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Continuing
the New Series of
Bible Study

Life without Christ
1 Peter 1:14

"As obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts,
as in your ignorance”

In these verses the Apostle Peter, by the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, points out that each
follower of Jesus Christ has a past life or life
before Christ came into our lives. Let us look at
what the Holy Spirit says about life without
Christ. First of all, life without Christ is a life of
ignorance. Next it is a life of lust and
meaninglessness.

|. Life without Christ is a Life of
Ignorance.

What does it not mean?
This statement does not mean that unsaved

What Does It Mean?

It means that in relation to things of spiritual,
eternal matters they do not have the scriptural
understanding. Mr. John Bunyan in his famous
Christian classic, Pilgrim’s Progress, has a
character named Mr. Ignorance. Mr. Christian
meets Mr. Ignorance in their journey from the
City of Destruction to the Celestial City, the City
of Zion. Christian began to have a conversation
with Ignorance by asking him where he is
coming from and where he is going?
Ignorance said he is going to the city of Zion.
But Ignorance did not have the scroll. So
Christian asked Ignorance how he is going to

people are ignorant

get to the city of Zion.

about everything, and
that they do not know
anything. We all know

Mr. Ignorance in John Bunyan's
Pilgrim's Progress represents

Ignorance’s answer
was all based on his
good life, good deeds,

that there are millions thousands and thousands of good religious
and millions of good religious, moral people all activities, doing
intelligent, smart, around. They are spiritually religious rituals such

sharp, keen people in
this world. Everyone is

ignorant. They have a false belief
system and false hope.

as prayer, going to
church, helping the

knowledgeable about \
something or another.

poor, giving to good
J and religious causes,

Jesus Himself said that
the children of this world are more shrewd in

so on and so forth. Mr.
Ignorance represents thousands and thousands

Dr. C.P.
Varghese
Paduthottu

is the Founder
& President of
Peniel Bible
Seminary,
Peniel
Children’s
Home & Peniel
Academy,
Keezhillam,
Kerala.

Apostle Peter
points out that
each follower of
Jesus Christ has
a past life or life
before Christ
came into our
lives. First of all,
life without Christ
is a life of
ignorance. Next it
is a life of lust
and meaning-

relation to the things of this world than the of good religious, moral people all around. They B |essness.

children of light (see Luke 16:8-9). Some are  are spiritually ignorant. They have a false belief

more intelligent than others. system and false hope.
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We must
consider
ourselves dead
to the sinful
desires that

war against us.
Fill our hearts
with the Word of
God. Walk in the
Spirit. Flee from
any lust by the
power of the
Holy Spirit. Avoid
situations that
tempt us.

When the Apostle Paul was in Athens, he
noticed that the people there were very religious.
They were worshipping without knowing God.
They even had a place for an “unknown God”.
There, Paul talks about God overlooking
the times of ignorance and declaring to all
people everywhere that they should repent.
Spiritual ignorance is the worst of all ignorance.
Apostle Paul wrote that the god of this world has
blinded the minds of the unbelievers so that they
might not see the light of the Gospel of the glory
of Christ, who is the image of God (See 2
Corinthians  4:4).

wrote against lust more than once in his epistles
(see 1 Peter 1:14; 2:11; 4:3; and 2 Peter 1:4).

Consequences of Lust.

Yes, there are serious dangers associated
with lust. That is the reason that Peter writes
that we must not be conformed by the former
lust .We should not conform to the ways of the
world. We should recon ourselves dead to any
kind of impurities, immoralities, evil desires, and
greed which is idolatry.

Control over Lust.

Every child of God can have control over

lust because our

Thanks be to God, by /~

"\ Heavenly Father in His

His grace He has
opened our eyes. Dear
reader, if your spiritual
eyes are not opened
yet, itis our prayer that
you will pray right now
like the blind man that
cried out to Jesus (see

Spiritual ignorance is the worst of
all ignorance. Apostle Paul wrote
that the god of this world has
blinded the minds of the unbelievers
so that they might not see the light
of the Gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God

grace, mercy, and
love for us made
provision for us. We
must consider
ourselves dead to the
sinful desires that
war against us. Fill
our hearts with the

Luke 18:38). \_

J Word of God. Walk in

II. Life without Christ is a Life of Lust and
Meaninglessness.

Lust is an unholy, ungodly, unhealthy strong
desire or craving, passionate, overmastering,
uncontrollable, strong, appetite, toward anything,
any one, any possessions, positions etc. Peter

the Spirit. Flee from
any lust by the power of the Holy Spirit. Avoid
situations that tempt us. (see Colosians 3:5;
Psalms 119:9-10; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5; 1
Peter 2:11). Thanks be to God, who gives us
the victory through Christ Jesus our LORD!
(God willing in the next issue we will look at
the fruitful victorious Life in Christ!) [ |

Quotes from Watchman Nee

“Good is not always God’s will, but God’s will is always good.”
“The Christian experience, from start to finish, is a journey of faith.”
“Outside Christ, | am empty; in Christ, | am full.”
“A Christian life is an unending engagement on the battlefield.”
“l want nothing for myself; | want everything for the Lord.”

“We think of the Christian life as a ‘changed life’ but it is not that. What God offers us is an
‘exchanged life,” a ‘substituted life,” and Christ is our Substitute within.”

“With complete consecration comes perfect peace.”

“God will answer all our questions in one way and one way only. Namely, by showing us more of his

Son.”

“Just as the right relationship with Christ generates a Christian, so the proper relationship with the
Holy Spirit breeds a spiritual man.”

“Our prayers lay the track down which God’s power can come.”

“We must have a spirit of power towards the enemy, a spirit of love towards men, and a spirit of self-

control towards ourselves.”

“Why do so many Christians pray such tiny prayers when their God is so big?”
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Mr. Morris
was the
Governor of
a state. He
stayed atthe
Governor’s
house with

o
to me and do not hinder them year old
bright and
intelligent son, James. James loved to
read about various places, the sights to
see, food to eat and things to do. From a
young age he travelled with his father to
various places that his father visited. He
enjoyed all these travels.

Mr. Morris’s current assignment did not
require him to travel as much as he did
previously. So it had been a while since
James visited any place. One day James
told his father that he was going to pack a
suitcase and travel by himself to the
neighboring places. All his father had to do
was to pay for his travel and stay. His father
advised James that was not a wise
decision. Mr. Morris suggested an
alternate plan. He would allow James to
travel with Mr. Andrew, one of the security
persons at their residence. They could
begin with a road trip to some places and
enjoy the scenery along the way.

James liked his father’s suggestion.

"WHO IS ACCOMPANYING YOU?"

That weekend James and Mr. Andrew
rented a car and began their road trip.
James enjoyed the long drives during the
day and they would find somewhere to
lodge at night. In one of the towns they
were passing through, there was a town
fun fair. James was excited to stop and
enjoy the fair. James tried different games,
rides and foods. There was one game
where about 15 empty long-necked bottles
were arranged in 3 rows. The player had to
toss a ring from a distance that should go
on the neck of any one of the bottles.
James tried multiple times without
success. Then Mr. Andrew gave James
some suggestions in tossing technique
and asked him to try again. James was

a N

Beena Aunty

\C )

successful. James thanked Mr.
Andrew for his advice. He was
glad he acted on Mr. Andrew’s
suggestions.

James and Mr. Andrew
continued their road trip.
Suddenly they were caughtin a
huge rain storm. Mr. Andrew’s
expertise in driving could be
seen as he carefully drove
through the rain storm. It was
getting very difficult to drive in
the storm. So they looked for a place to
stay and wait for the storm to pass on.
They found a small hotel to stay and even
made some new friends as they waited.

James’ road trip is similar to our
Christian life. We want to first try to travel
alone. But Jesus tells us that is not a good
idea. Jesus Himself said that He is with us
always in Matthew 28:20. In Isaiah 41:10
we read “Fear not, for | am with you”. In
addition Jesus has given us a Comforter
who is the Holy Spirit to be with us. Holy
Spirit has a job of pointing out our sin and
also to guide us into all truth and show us
the way to go (John 16:8, 13). Holy Spirit
will encourage us and give us advice even
when we have tried multiple times at
something without success. Let us have a
successful Christian Life by leaning on
Jesusin ourevery step. °

MATRIMONIAL
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2000-year-old ‘date seeds’
grow into trees in Israel!

Farmers in Israel are growing fruit-
bearing date trees using seeds dating
back to biblical times. Sarah Sallon,
Director and Founder of the Natural
Medicine Research Center at Hadassah
Medical Organization, Jerusalem is
helping farmers in Israel to grow date
trees using 2000-year-old, ancient seeds
that come from the Judean Desert as part
of a scientific experiment to study natural
medicine. She explaained: "I wanted to
see how medicinal the flora of Israel was
and what it had been used for and so on.
Many of these species had actually
disappeared. We knew what there was,
because it's mentioned in the Bible. The
Bible is our guidebook of ancient
species". An ancient seed which actually
came from Qumran (found in the caves)
has surprisingly sprouted. The first date
tree planted in 2019 has produced more
than 600 dates this year.

Sallon says: “Those date palms of
modern-day Israel are modern, and they
were imported after the founding of the
State in the 1950s. But they're not the
original date tree that grew here. We are
going to be testing these dates in the
future to see actually what they do and
whether they differ from other commercial
varieties of modern dates”.

It is exciting to see Israeli scientists
probe into the scriptures and dig out
valuale secrets! Wow!!

Joseph's Tomb vandalised!

Palestinian rioters have reportedly
vandalized Joseph's tomb near the West

Bank city of Nablus recently. They broke
into the site overnight and set it on fire
and smashed some objects. Israeli

Prime Minister Naftali Bennett
condemned the incident and promised
to rebuild what they destroyed and quickly
return it to its original condition. Joseph's
tomb, located inside the West Bank, is
believed by Jews to be the traditional
burial site of Joseph, one of the
patriarchs. Muslims, however, believe a
sheikh is buried there.

Let us hope the tension between
Israel and Palestine does not escalate
further.

3,000-Year-Old Tablet with
God's Name!

A lead tablet - which mentions God's
name twice - was discovered at the site
of Mt. Ebel. More significantly, though, the
tablet's text is "centuries older than any
known Hebrew inscription from ancient
Israel", according to Scott Stripling of the
Archaeological Studies Institute at The
Bible Seminary in Texas, USA. Stripling
said the tablet was dated to be roughly
3,000 years old. The discovery could be
one of the most significant
archaeological finds in modern history
because it, not only affirms the biblical
text but aalso supports a traditional,
conservative understanding of the Old
Testament timeline.

Secular critics argue that the
Pentateuch could not have been written
by Moses - as claimed by the Bible -
because the Hebrew alphabet did not
exist when he was alive. The tablet's text,
though, would seem to support a Moses
authorship.

Liberal critics continue to doubt the
authenticity of the Scriptures. But all

archaeological findings support the
authenticity of the events described in
the Bible. Praise God!

Bible Reading hits historic
low in USA!

According to a new survey by the
American Bible Society, Bible reading
and usage are at an all-time low in the
United States. The data also shows that
despite the discouraging news about
Bible usage, half of Americans believe
the Bible includes “everything a person
needs to know to live a meaningful life”.
The 2022 survey registered a 10-
percentage point decline in the Bible
users among American adults, from 49%
in 2021 to 39% in 2022. American Bible
Society defines a Bible user as someone
who reads, listens to or prays with the
Bible on their own, outside of a church
service at least three to four times a year.
Nearly 26 million Americans reduced or
stopped their interaction with Scripture
in the past year.

A handful of nation-changing issues,
including the COVID-19 pandemic, could
have impacted the data, the report said.
The pandemic has seriously disrupted
Americans’ relationships with church
communities.

Still the good news is that 49% of
Americans agree with the statement,
“The Bible contains everything a person
needs to know to live a meaningful life”.

When people read the Bible and
apply its message, it brings them hope
and introduces them to full life in Christ.
The church has a tremendous
opportunity to help people in their

communities understand and apply
Scripture. Now is a critical time! Y
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MATRIMONIAL

Invite marriage proposals for their
baptized, daughter, Shruti Hadpad
Age 29 yrs, Height : 5'3”, Complexion
Brown, Born again' Christian, Pente-
costal (Baptized and filled with Holy
Spiritwith true doctrinal standings).
Education :Graduation — BCOM in
Banking insurance.
Post-Graduation: MBAin Finance
Work Experience: Previous - Assistant
Credit Managerin Kotak Bank.
Present - Credit Officer in Bank of
Baroda Financial Solutions Itd.
Contact : Pr. Manu Scaria
9833224440

SN DY@ AW TVAWMENE.
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MATRIMONIAL

Invite marriage proposals for their
baptized, daughter, Jyoti Vanawe, Age
38 yrs, Height : 5'4, Religion : Born
again Christian Pentecostal(Baptised
and filled with "Holy Spirit')

Education: Graduation Bachelor of
Art (English)

Post Graduation —MA ( English ), SET
(English).

Work Experience : Assistant
Professor in Thakur college of
Engineering and Technology

Contact : Pr. Manu Scaria
9833224440

MATRIMONIAL

Syrian Christian Pentecostal
parents invite marriage
proposals for their baptized,
spirit filled son 28 yrs, 6 ft, fair.
Born and brought-up out side
Kerala, middle class family.
B.Techin Electrical.

Working as an Electrical
Engineer in Kuwait. Looking for
suitable born-again qualified
girls.

Contact
Mob.: 9427874590

MATRIMONIAL

Invite marriage proposals for their
baptized, daughter, Darshana Jaysing
Nil, Maharashtra, Age 33 yrs., belongs
to Hindu background saved and
baptized in June, 2008 and filled with
Holy Spirit and born and brought up in
Ahmednagar, Qualification: B.Com.
Job: Account Assistant.

Contact : Pr. Manu Scaria
9833224440
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Biju P. Samuel, West Bengal
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Scenes from Medical Camp conducted by Nagpur District of IPC Maharashtra
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Bouquets and mementos t

Our team members with Doctors, Police Officers and Corporator
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