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Christian
Apologetics

Resurrection:
The Cosmic Singularity

"For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is
not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! Then also
those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in this life
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable"
(1 Corinthians 15:16-19)

( The Limitation of Science )

Science is perhaps the most fascinating and
puissant weapon that humankind has ever
invented. It has bestowed humanity with
tremendous power and promise for
advancement. From exploring the fundamental
rules of the universe to creating technologies
and ideas that have revolutionised every aspect
of our life. Communication, entertainment,
transportation, medicine and countless other
modern-day blessings are products of Science.
No wonder, the modern
man reveres if not worship

believe that questions are best answered by
science and if science fails to answer a question
then the question is inherently useless. We may
yearn for higher answers but none exist, we
are after all stardust.

But if there are no answers, what led us to
such questions? And why are these the
questions that ultimately drive our lives?. The
primary themes throughout human culture’s
literature, music, and visual arts have centred
around these questions. No matter how grand
the story of the universe and human civilization
might appeal to us
individuals on a larger

"\ scale, a question stays

Science. 4

Science presents a
grand narrative, the epic
tale of the cosmos, the
story of the emerging
universe, the history of
the star and galaxy
formation, and the
adventure of life evolving
on our planet, Earth.
Though it is a wonderful

As exciting as it may be,
the grand story might seem
through the lenses of
science we must turn to
other disciplines to paint the
remaining canvas! Science,
as powerful as it might
seem, has its own
epistemic boundaries.

— Where does this story
leave us on an
existential scale?

Moving Beyond
Science

Science in all its
grandeur fails to provide
answers to the most

story, science only tells \_

Y, important problems in

a part of it. Everyone, |
think, is somehow
interested in our past. What brought us,
humans, here? How were the odds? The
chances were pretty slim, yet here we are! Isn’t
that fantastic?

Although science attempts to answer some
of these questions and does indeed provide a
history of our past, the grand story fails to count
in some of our deepest and fundamental
existential questions. Why are we here? What
is our purpose? Is there any meaning to Life?
The twenty-first century man is deluded to

life. As Nobel prize-
winning Brazilian
biologist Sir Peter Medawar puts it, “The
existence of a limit to science is, however, made
clear by its inability to answer childlike
elementary questions having to do with first and
last things — questions such as “How did
everything begin?” “What are we all here for?”
“What is the point of living?”

As exciting as it may be, the grand story
might seem through the lenses of science we
must turn to other disciplines to paint the
remaining canvas! We must humbly recognise

sh John
M.Sc.
Mumbai

Science
presents a
grand narrative,
the epic tale of
the cosmos, the
story of the
emerging
universe, the
history of the
star and galaxy
formation, and
the adventure of
life evolving on
our planet,
Earth. Though it
is a wonderful
story, science
only tells a part
of it.
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Most
philosophical
and religious

traditions aim at
providing some
compelling
responses to
these pressing
issues. Where
do we turn for
answers? The
‘modern
scientific
tempered’ man
is quick to
dismiss anything
that has to do
with God. More
often than not
scepticism
against God
does not arise
from reasoned
and structured
arguments,
rather it arises
from secular
dogmas that are
ingrained in our
modern psyche.

the epistemic boundaries of science and instead
of dismissing these fundamental questions, we
must seek to find compelling answers. Science,
as powerful as it might seem, has its own
epistemic boundaries. The claim that “All that
is true should be scientifically proven” in itself
cannot be proven scientifically for a person who
begins by assuming that the material universe
is all that fails to see evidence even when it is
available.

Coupled with these existential questions is
a poignant reality of Death. Something that all
of us would definitely experience sometime in
the near future! No matter how precious, exciting
and beautiful our life might seem it is only a
breath. No matter what life has gifted us thus
far and whatever life will, in the future, joy or
sorrow, cheer or melancholy, plenty or poverty,
health or sickness, fame

( The Myth that Became History )

Consider the scenario that if for a moment
God chooses to reveal Himself in History as a
man, who is the best candidate that fits the
description? ‘Jesus of Nazareth - He is arguably
the greatest Man in Human history. Jesus is
by far the most well-attested person in all of
antiquity! On a popular level, | am sure that you
might have heard objections levelled against the
existence of Jesus, people arguing that Jesus
was a myth and probably never existed. But
such a view does not exist among scholars.
There is not a single credible historian in the
world, who teaches classics, New Testament,
and Antiquity who believes that Jesus did not
exist in History.

Another  unani-
mously agreed fact is His

or shame.... At the end (
of it all, we are going to

\ death by crucifixion and
after Jesus’s death, His

die!

All life culminates in
death. Is there anything
beyond death? Is there a
soul? Is there an afterlife?
When we lose loved
ones, death is seenin its
most heartbreaking form.
Each and every person
has experienced a loss.

Each and every person
has experienced a loss.
We can all understand how
it feels. And without a
doubt, amid such trying
circumstances, we are
forced to confront
questions. What purpose
does life have after this?

tomb was found empty
on the third day. There
are at least 13 recorded
instances of Jesus’
resurrection
appearances, 9 of which
are group appearances.
Had these appearances
been just hallucinations,
the Jewish authorities

We can all understand

how it feels. And without \

could have easily
/ produced the physical

a doubt, amid such trying
circumstances, we are
forced to confront questions. What purpose
does life have after this?

Most philosophical and religious traditions
aim at providing some compelling responses
to these pressing issues. Where do we turn for
answers? The ‘modern scientific tempered’ man
is quick to dismiss anything that has to do with
God. More often than not scepticism against
God does not arise from reasoned and
structured arguments, rather it arises from
secular dogmas that are ingrained in our modern
psyche. However, | will not venture to present
philosophical arguments for existence for God,
rather | would now seek solve the unresolved
questions that | have considered above by briefly
presenting the case for the resurrection of Jesus
Christ and howy, if true, is of immense imporance
and provides compelling answers to these
unsettling questions.

body of Jesus but
instead, their best
accusation was that the disciples stole the body
Even today many skeptics are convinced by
such flimsy reasoning. A group of probably
illiterate fishermen stole the body and then
proclaimed that Christ had risen from the dead.
To get what? We know from history and
traditions that all of them, expect the apostle
John, to have been martyred. They were beaten,
sliced, beheaded, dipped in hot oil, burned to
death, and crucified. Would any sane individual
actually believe that the disciples cooked up
the entire thing and then got themselves killed
in the cruelest way imaginable for a belief that
they know for sure was a lie?

Viewed from our modern lens we might be
quick to assume 1st-century Jews were illiterate
and therefore they could have been easily
convinced about the story of dead people coming
back to life. As compelling as this may sound
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to us, the concept of real bodily resurrection
did not exist among the first-century Jews or
Greeks. The idea of the soul re-entering the body
that it had left is indeed an alien idea. Further,
given the fact that Judaism was strictly
monotheistic, they would not have entertained
the idea of a ‘human god.’

From its inception, Christianity taught that
its founder had been crucified and on the third
day rose to life. There are many religions that
make such supernatural claims, but in almost
all cases these claims developed over hundreds
of years. And we cannot trace these claims to
the life and time of the supposed leader. But in
contrast, Christians proclaimed the physical

meaningless then we should never have sought
meaning at all. Our deepest experiences of
reality, the deeper meaning we derive from our
devotion to art, music and literature, and our
intense desire to what lies beyond, especially
life after. To ignore these deepest longings is
futile. To know the equations of stationary waves
is commendable but listening to Bach’s prelude
fills our hearts with immense hope and joy. To
know the properties of light is great but to look
at the sunset and appreciate its beauty is
something beyond mere knowledge. The
scientific story of the cosmos, as exciting as it
is, is incomplete to explain these deepest
desires and emotions.

The reality of death

bodily resurrection right
from the very beginning, (

is starkly frightening

~

probably within a few
weeks of the supposed
events. If Christianity is
the effect, what is the
cause of that effect?
Historian N.T. Wright
says “As a historian, |
cannot explain the rise of
early Christianity unless
Jesus rose again, leaving
an empty tomb behind
Him”.

If Christianity is the effect,
what is the cause of that
effect?

Historian N.T. Wright says
“As a historian, | cannot
explain the rise of early
Christianity unless Jesus
rose again, leaving an
empty tomb behind Him”

and the heart yearns for
higher answers. Our
discussions so far had
been centred around
discussing tangible
proofs for the case for
historical resurrection
and | skimmed very
briefly exploring a very
small part of the
literature. Butthe death
and resurrection of

What best explains

Jesus is not merely a

N

these facts that we have

just discussed? The Historical and theological
points that | have just established give a
compelling case for the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. If Jesus did not rise from the dead He is
not God. He is just a conman who lived and
fooled people and continues to fool people for
the last two thousand years. But if He did rise
from the dead, then He is God. And this fact
changes completely the human story, it
beautifies and transcends cosmic history and
it answers our existential questions, about the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

| would be interested in bringing to your
notice the essence of resurrection as a historical
event. What is the bigger picture of Life? If our
existence and our place in the cosmos were

The Hope

J
one-time historical
event; it changes the course of history. The
Cross and Resurrection give us the higher
answers; it tells us the completed story. It gives
us hope beyond. The Cross displays the
audacity of God to become a corpse and partake
in the suffering of humanity; the Resurrection
proclaims hope. The story does not end in death.
We won’t reduce to cosmic dust as C.S Lewis
beautifully puts it “Nature is mortal; we shall
outlive her. When all the suns and nebulae have
passed away, each one of you will still be alive.
Nature is only the image, the symbol; but it is
the symbol the Scripture invites me to use. We
are summoned to pass in through Nature,
beyond her, into that splendour which she fitfully
reflects.”
The Resurrection is a cosmic singularity,
a historical anomaly and a glitch in the
matrix! 1]

The death and
resurrection of
Jesus is not
merely a one-
time historical
event; it changes
the course of
history. The
Cross and
Resurrection give
us the higher
answers; it tells
us the completed
story. It gives us
hope beyond. The
Cross displays
the audacity of
God to become a
corpse and
partake in the
suffering of
humanity; the
Resurrection
proclaims hope.
The story does
not end in death.

Resurrection is a cosmic singularity, a historical anomaly

and a glitch in the matrix!
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is the Pastor

of Carolinas
Christian
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that serves all
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and around the
Charlotte area.
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President of
United in the
WORD
Ministries, Inc.
He is a certified
Clinical Chaplain,
a Bible Teacher
and a Premarital
Counselor.

Visit his ministry
website @ http://
www.unitedinthe
word.com

New Series:

Timeless Sayings of Jesus Christ!

Devotional: THREE

BUILDING our LIVES on a
SOLID FOUNDATION!

“Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, | will liken
him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended,
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not
fall, for it was founded on the rock. But everyone who hears these sayings
of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his
house on the sand: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall”
(Matthew 7:24-27)

" /

Our Lord Jesus Christ closes His ‘Sermon
on the Mount’ with a parable that drives home
the importance of obedience. It is not enough
to hear these sayings; we must put them into
practice. If a person lives according to the
principles of this sermon, the world calls him a
fool but Jesus calls him a wise man. The world
considers a wise man
to be someone who
lives by sight, who lives
for the present, and
who lives for self; Jesus
calls such a person a
fool. Mere religious
profession is both
unwise and worthless
in withstanding the
tests of life. Hearing

and doing what Jesus said determines success
or failure in one’s earthly walk.

The key difference in the two houses is not
their external appearance. Pharisees and scribes
may seem to be as righteous as the heirs of the
kingdom. The key in the story is the foundations.
The house on the rock pictures a life founded on
a proper relationship to
Christ (16:18; 1 Cor.
10:4; 1 Pet. 2:4-8). It
will stand the test of
Christ’'s judgment, but
the house on the sand
will fail the test (see 1
Cor. 3:12-15).

It is also legitimate
to use the wise and
foolish builders to

4 )

The key difference in the two
houses is not their external
appearance. Pharisees and
scribes may seem to be as
righteous as the heirs of the
kingdom. The key in the story is
the foundations.
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illustrate the gospel. The
wise man puts his full
confidence in the Rock,
Christ Jesus, as Lord and
Savior. The foolish man
refuses to repent and
rejects Jesus as his only
hope of salvation.

To build our lives on a
solid foundation, we need
to follow the instructions
of Jesus by both hearing
and doing the things that
Jesus has told us (v. 24).
Then only we will have

safe, solid and significant lives. Building our lives
on an unstable foundation like the sifting morals
of the present world, worldly permissive culture
and the opinions of others will result in total
destruction at the times of testing. By obeying

Everyone then who hears these
words of mine and dogs them will
be like 8 wise man who

BUILT HIS HOUSE
ON THE ROCK.

‘Matthew 7:24

4 )

To build our lives on a solid
foundation, we need to
follow the instructions of
Jesus by both hearing and
doing the things that Jesus
has told us. Then only we
will have safe, solid and
significant lives.

. J

F!:.:

T e
N L e

the unwavering truth of
God’s word will bring
stability that is not
available anywhere else!
“But be doers of the
word and not hearers
only, deceiving
yourselves. For if
anyone is a hearer of
the word and not a doer;
he is like a man
observing his natural
face in a mirror; for he
observes himself, goes
away, and immediately

forgets what kind of man he was. But he who
looks into the perfect law of liberty and
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but
a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in
what he does.” (James 1:22-25)

Building our
lives on an
unstable
foundation like
the sifting
morals of the
present world,
worldly
permissive
culture and the
opinions of
others will result
in total
destruction at
the times of
testing. By
obeying the
unwavering
truth of God’s
word will bring
stability that is
not available
anywhere else!
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Beginning
a New Series of
Bible Study

Rev. K.M. Varghese

Although itis
true that the
church
became
corrupt in later
times, there
were errors
that needed
correction
even in the
early church.

Criticisms against the
Epistle of James

1. It is not a Christian book.

Some scholars have suggested that this is
Jewish literature given a Christian outlook by
inserting the name of Jesus. (T K George, The
Epistles of James and Jude, p. 14). But, if this
was Jewish literature, then one could ask why
the writer is silent about the temple, the
observance of the law, the feasts, and the
sacrifices.

2. This is not an epistle

According to the biblical scholar Harnack,
the epistle of James is just a summary of
exhortations selected from many sermons. He
fails to see unity in the ideas presented in this
book. Even if one fails to see closeness and
unity at the surface of this book(a mine of
practical Christian teachings), one can see them
in its depths.

3. It is a rebuttal

The Epistle of James is simply a rebuttal
written by someone to support Judaism against
those who attacked it for maintaining the early
Christian church. It is true that early in the
Christian Church there were those who
propagated Judaism and those who rejected it.
But in this book, rather than refuting any
teachings, the writer is correcting the mistakes
in the practical life of the devotees.

4. It is a later article

The church that James is writing about does
not have the character of the church found in

James (Part 3)

Acts. Therefore, this is an epistle written by
someone in the later days when the church was
corrupted. It is true, in the early days of the
Jerusalem church, everyone lived together and
counted everything as common (Acts 2:43-47;
4:32-35), but neither the Jerusalem church nor
the other churches of that time were perfect.
Paul addresses the Corinthians, one of the
churches of his day, as carnal (1 Corinthians
3:1). Peter admonishes his readers to continue
not following the practices of the world (1 Peter
4:3).

John asks his readers how the love of God
abides in anyone who has the world’s interests
and does not show compassion to his brother
in his need (1 John 3:17). Although it is true
that the church became corrupt in later times,
there were errors that needed correction even
in the early church.

5. Language of the Epistle

James’ Epistle is a beautiful piece of
literature. He introduced 73 new terms just in
this article alone. Born as the son of a carpenter
worked in a smithy, grew up in a village, lived in
Jerusalem all his life, and later headed the
Jerusalem Church, it is criticized that James
could not have produced such an attractive
literary work. James’epistle was probably written
with the help of a secretary. In that case, the
ideas would be those of James and the language
of the secretary. The original writing of this
epistle must have been in James’ native
language, Aramaic, rather than in Greek.Another
justification for the literary beauty of the text is
the argument that it was translated into beautiful
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Greek. Literature is not the monopoly of cultured
urbanites and the educated. Pilgrim’s Progress
written by John Bunyan, a tinsmith, is an
example. In that case, it is not impossible for
James to write such a book in Greek.

6. Thoughts from other New Testament
texts

James’ ideas are from Paul’s and Peter’s
writings (James 1:10-11; 1 Peter 1:24-25, James
3:6, 1 Peter 5:5).

It is very natural to use similar words to
express similar thoughts when one is in the
service of the Lord. Some of James’ ideas can
be found not only in Peter but also in Paul.
(James 4.7; 1 Peter 5:8-9; Ephesians 4:27; 6:11)
So the epistle does not prove to be dependent
on each other. Writers may have copied the
prevailing ideas in society. There is no way to
prove who has relied on whom. Itis certain that
the New Testament writers were influenced by
the Old Testament texts in their writing.

7. Nothing else is said about Christ
except the usage of ‘Christ’ twice.

The name of Jesus Christ is mentioned twice
in this epistle (1:1; 2:1). The writer does not
say anything about Christ’s birth, death,
resurrection, miracles, or Christian ordinances
such as baptism and Lord’s table. Even Job
and Elijah are used in place of Jesus to illustrate
patience and prayer. Even when he introduces
himself, he does not say that he is a brother of
Christ, but a servant of Christ. Perhaps James
wanted to preserve the spiritual relationship over
the physical relationship. The absence of
information about Jesus is not a disadvantage
to this epistle. Jesus’ presence of mind can be
seen throughout the epistle as he gives the
readers what James intended.

8. Just a straw epistle

Martin Luther viewed Hebrews, James, Jude,
and Revelation as second-class books. He
belittled James’ epistle as the Epistle of Straw.
The lack of Christ’s suffering, death, and
resurrection in the epistle, and the pretense of
justification by works prompted the epistle to
be called so. Although there is an absence of
Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection in the
epistle, there is no indication in it to deny them.
When Paul speaks of justification by faith, he
is relating to the works of the law; James, on
the other hand, emphasizes the integral work

of faith, not relating to the works of the law.
Anyone can see that Luther’'s accusation is
extreme.

The New Testament Canon and the
Epistle of James

The word canon means scale or measure.
The New Testament consists of twenty-seven
books that were measured and compiled as
God-breathed scriptures. By the end of the 4th
century AD, these texts were accepted as
canonical texts. The Epistle of James is one of
the first books written, but this book is the last
book in the list of New Testament canonical
books. The Epistle of James survived many
tests before and after it was accepted as
canonical. The Jewish historian Eusebius
included this book in his list of controversial
books. Jerome included this epistle in the
Vulgate translation of the New Testament. Both
Origen and Augustine accept the Epistle of
James as canonical. This little book, which is
the forerunner of the New Testament books, has
the same fervor as John the Baptist, who
preceded Jesus.

James’ death as a martyr

In Christian history, James is honored with
the alias “James the Righteous.” According to
the historian Eusebius, James lived as a recluse
for the rest of his life. His knees were as rough
as camel’s knees due to his long practice of
praying on his knees. The Pharisees and
scribes approached him with the demand to turn
the Jewish Christians back to Judaism, but to
no avail. Another time, after standing on the
temple tower, the Jewish leadership asked him
to deny Christ, according to tradition. James
did not give in. Not only did he not give in, but
he used these opportunities to testify to Christ.
The angry priests and Pharisees pushed him
down from the temple tower, but he did not die
in the fall. They later stoned him to death. Like
Jesus, he prayed, “Father, forgive them, for they

do not know what they are doing” before he died.

So James was martyred in AD 62.
The life of James was more beautiful than
his epistle! [ |

In Christian
history, James is
honored with the
alias “James the
Righteous.”
According to the
historian
Eusebius,
James lived as a
recluse for the
rest of his life.
His knees were
as rough as
camel’s knees
due to his long
practice of
praying on his
knees.

“"But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving

yourselves" (James 1:22)

May 2023

Suvartha



Jesus Christ:

His Crown (Resurrection) is unique!

“Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was
buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,
and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. After that He was

seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part
remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. After that He was
seen by James, then by all the apostles. Then last of all He was seen by

Pastor
John Mathew
Bangalore

me also, as by one born out of due time" (1 Cor. 15:3-8)

When Jesus was crucified, His
disciples left from the scene. But the
women from Galilee saw the body of
Jesus being laid in the Tomb of Joseph
of Arimathea. Then they went home and
prepared spices and perfumes. On the
first day of the week (Sunday) women
took the spices and went and found
the stone rolled away from the tomb.
Women entered the tomb and body of
Jesus was not there. Love removes fear
Weaker vessels entered the Tomb!
Suddenly two angels appeared and
announced the good news: “He is not
here He has risen” (Luke 24:1-6).
When the women told the disciples
what they saw, they did not believe.
Peter and John ran to the tomb. Peter
entered the tomb and saw the strips
of linen lying there as well as the burial
cloth. They returned without knowing
what had happened. They forgot what
their Master told them several times.
But Mary Magdalene stood outside the
tomb weeping. She turned around and
saw Jesus standing, but she did not
recognize Him. But Jesus asked: “why
are you crying? Whom are you looking
for?” (John 20:15). Logically she
thought it was the gardener. Logic
cannot see truth but only faith. She
asked him “Sir, if you have carried him
away, tell me where you have put him
and | will get him”. Jesus called her
“Mary” and she recognized voice of
Jesus and cried out “Rabboni”. He is
not mere spirit (Luke 24:39). The risen

Jesus is found as same Jesus but
Mary could not recognize Him. But
resurrected bodies are transfigured.
Resurrection of Jesus is confirmed by
the empty tomb. If enemies of Jesus
had taken away the body, they would

4 )

Mary wept and fell at His
feet (John 11:32). Jesus
also wept and raised
Lazarus. Itis not the
adjectives we use to call
God in our prayers,
neither the length of
prayers, but sincerity of
heart that gets answers
from God. Prayer in
weeping moves the heart
of our Lord

N J

have displayed it to prove that He had
not risen. If His disciples had taken
the body away, they would never
sacrifice their lives for a dead person
and for the lie they knew. If Jesus had
not risen, there would not be any martyr
in history. The empty tomb tells the

fact He is risen and is the Son of God.
Mary Magdelene was not a prominent
figure but an ordinary woman. She
looked for Jesus. She had a desire to
see her Master. She cried (John 20:1).
When Jesus arrived in Bethany when
he knew Lazarus died, Martha told Him
if He had been there, her brother would
not have died (John 11:21), Jesus told
her about resurrection in theological
terms. Mary told same thing but she
wept and fell at His feet (John 11:32).
Jesus also wept and raised Lazarus.
It is not the adjectives we use to call
God in our prayers, neither the length
of prayers, but sincerity of heart that
gets answers from God. Prayer in
weeping moves the heart of our Lord.
Jesus told Mary Magdelene not to hold
on to Him because He is returning to
His Father. There are many
interpretations for Lord’s words. One
interpretation is that Jesus was on His
way to His Father with the souls in
Sheol to Paradise (third heaven). On
His way He stopped to meet Mary who
was standing at the tomb weeping and
then continued. Another interpretation
is that Mary did not understand

resurrection and she wanted to detain
Him. Anyhow Jesus appeared to Mary
because she had sincerity of heart and
love for her Lord. Jesus gave her
commission to tell the disciples of His
resurrection: “Do not be afraid, Go and
tell my brothers to go Galilee, there
they will see me*“ (Matthew 28:10).
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Women were the first witnesses of the
resurrection and no conspirator in the
first century would have invented the
story. The Gospel writers were only
recording plain truth and not
concocting a legend.

Risen Jesus did not appear to
Pilate or Chief priests but He met two
of His followers who were on road to
Emmaus. They were upset about the
women’s discovery of the empty tomb
and Peter’s confirmation of it. But they
did not believe it and forgot what their
Lord foretold about resurrection. Jesus
always loved sinners, lepers, beggars
gentiles, tax collectors and women
whom Jews hated. Lord healed their
sick people. Lord walked along with
the two disciples but they did not
recognize Him till He broke the bread.
As soon as they recognized Him as
their Lord, He disappeared (Luke 24:
13-38). First witnesses of the
resurrection were the soldiers who
stood guard outside Jesus’ tomb.
When the earth quaked and an angel
appeared, they shook and became like
dead men. Later the same soldiers who
were the eye witnesses of the greatest
miracle in history changed the truth to
a lie that “His disciples came during
the night and stole him away while they
were asleep”. How the great stone was
moved away without disturbing their
sleep!!. Why the soldiers were not
punished for sleeping while they were
on duty? Those who believed the truth
of the resurrection were transformed
and went out with courage to change
the world. Believers became martyrs
for the truth, Those who did not believe
the truth found ways to ignore it. Life
is like that. Jesus’ appearances were
not illusiins but with scars of crucifixion
to prove His identity.

Then Jesus appeared to the
disciples who were hiding with the
doors locked for fear of the Jews. Jesus
stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you” and showed them His
hands and side, the disciples were
overjoyed . Courage replaced their fear
(John 20:19). Paul describes Lord’s
appearance after the resurrection: “He

was raised to life on the third day
according to the Scripture, appeared
to Peter, disciples, after that more than
five hundred of the brothers, most of
them are still living. Then He appeared
to James, apostles and to Paul (1
Corinthians 15:3-8). Paul specially
points out the name of James, brother
of Jesus because he was not a

disciple of Jesus when Lord was on
earth. After Jesus appeared to James,
he became leader of the Jerusalem
Church and sacrificed his life as a
martyr for the Lord. James, the writer
of the Epistle was brother of Jesus
(Matthew 13;55, Mark 6:3, Luke 25:10,
Galatians 1:11, Acts 12:17, 15,21:18
Galatians 2:9Acts 1;14.1 Corinthians

4 )

Those who believed the
truth of the resurrection
were transformed and
went out with courage to
change the world.
Believers became
martyrs for the truth,
Those who did not
believe the truth found
ways to ignore it. Life is
like that. Jesus’
appearances were not
illusiins but with scars of
crucifixion to prove His
identity.

- J

15:7). | saw the tomb of Jesus in
Jerusalem. But it is not the empty tomb
that convinced me about the
resurrection of the Lord, it is my faith
that my Lord lives. As the author Frank
Morrison asks in his classic “Who
moved the stone?” it has to be
answered by the antagonists.

The appearance of Jesus at
lakeshore was interesting and His
encounter with disciple was awesome.
We see three notable occurences: the

fishing experience on the lake,

breakfast on the shore near the fire and
encounter with Peter announcing the
martyrdom of Peter. First scene was
that expert fishermen fished whole
night and caught nothing. Christ told
them to cast their nets on the right side
of the boat. He took over their wills.
Jesus called Peter in the same manner
as in the beginning and told him that
he would catch men instead of fish. In
other words, Simon was catching living
fish to kill, but Lord wanted him to
catch dead men in sin an make them
live (Luke 5:10). Second scene is the
loveliest fellowship with His disciples
especially with Simon Peter. His chief
disciple denied Him near fire (John
18:17,18) and now he and others were
near the fire of burning coals with fish
on it (John 21:9). When breakfast was
over Lord asked Simon Peter three
times whether he loves Him because
Peter denied Him thrice. It is

restoration. Peter was a failing, faltering
and fumbling person but Lord brought
him back into service through this loving
encounter and personal intimacy. A
paradigm for all of us. | read an

autobiography of a rebel and prodigal
son. He used to come during night and
take food in the kitchen from his mother
and leave. His father asked a priest,
“should | tell him not to come home
and my wife not to give him food at
night”? Priest replied, “that is what
your son desires in his heart so that
he can ome out of his wretched life.
You have a hold on him and your wife
can bring him back through her loving
behaviour and tears”. It should be our
attitude towards black sheep at home.
Lord interrogates three times, Peter
responds there times and Christ gives
him commission three times. Simon
Peter lost his commission around fire
of coals .He should not have gone there
to warm his hands when his Master
was under trial .Now Lord restores
Peter around coals of fire after a

miraculous catch of fish. There is great
significance here. Lord said to Simon
Peter, "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest
thou me more than this” When Jesus
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met Peter first time he said, “Thou art
Simon, son of Jonas, thou shalt be
called Cephas, which by interpretation
is a stone”. When Lord called his old
name, he remembered entire life of
highs and downs. Salvation is height
of love and restoration is the greatest
love. Apostle John says, “we love Him,
because He first loved us“ (1 John
4:19). Lord’s question is the same
towards us also. Each time Lord gave
him different exhortation: first
exhortation, ‘Feed my lambs® (take
care of my sheep). It means Peter, if
you love me take care of my little lambs
(sheep). Second exhortation, “feed my
sheep”. It means, shepherd my sheep”
(feed little lambs and shepherd the
sheep). We are to feed the little lambs
and shepherd or discipline sheep
because lambs will follow old sheep.
Old sheep have to pave the way for
the young sheep to follow .Lord’s
instruction is unique. When Lord
asked third time “Simon, son of Jonas,
do you love me”!? He broke down and
surrendered to the will of the Lord.
Jesus foretold him about his martyrdom
(John 21:18). Do we love Lord better
than everything and every person in
life?

After forty days Lord told eleven
disciples “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me,
therefore go and make disciples of all
nations baptizing them in the name
of the Father, Son and of the Holy Spirit
and teaching them to obey everything
| have commanded you, and surely |
am with you always to the end of the
world” (Matthew 28:16-20). This is
known as the Great Commission.

Luke gives more explanation of
Jesus’ ascension to heaven inActs 1:3-
8. Lord promised that His followers will
receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on them and they will be His
witnesses (Acts 1:8). We need power
of the Holy Spirit to become His
witnesses and sign of filling of the Holy
Spirit to become Lord’s witnesses.
Lord instructed His disciples, ““Do not
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift
my Father promised” (Acts 1;5).

Jesus was taken up into heaven with
the promise of His return.

Christ told His followers to go
Jerusalem and wait for the Holy Spirit.
A group of 120 tarried for the coming
of the Holy Spirit. Before the descent
of the Holy Spirit, Peter proposed the
names of two men for the place of
Judas Iscariot. They cast lots and the
lot fell to Matthias. We have to consider
two major issues in the choice of
Matthias as an apostle. First of all

my tabernacle even as our Lord Jesus
Christ hath shewed” (1 Peter 1:14). We
see a beautiful scene in Llyoyd C
Douglas’ novel The Big Fisherman: a
Roman officer prays for Peter’s life but
he is sentenced to death. The officer
says “l have prayed for you but it has
not done any good”. Peter replied, “I
am sure it has, | have not been afraid”.
That was Simon Peter who was filled
with power of the Holy Spirit.

( Epilogue )

(. )

Lord promised that His
followers will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes
on them and they will be His
witnesses. We need power
of the Holy Spirit to become
His witnesses and the result
of filling of the Holy Spirit isto
become Lord’s witnesses.

Lord instructed His
disciples, “Do not leave
Jerusalem, but wait for the
gift my Father promised”
(Acts 1;5). Jesus was taken
up into heaven with the
promise of His return

\J J

Jesus Christ told them to go Jerusalem
and wait for the Holy Spirit. They should
have obeyed their Lord and tarried till
coming of the Holy Spirit in obedience
of the commandment of their Lord.
Secondly Lord Jesus Christ has
ascended to heaven and the Holy Spirit
has not descended yet. In whose
instruction and guidance they chose
Matthias? History proves that Lord did
choose Apostle Paul in place of Judas.
If you put lots, surely you will get one
name! After filling by the Holy Spirit
Simon Peter did not take such hasty
decisions again. Peter was ready to
sacrifice his life for his master telling
“knowing that shortly | must put off this

Lord Jesus Christ will come back
as He promised to take those who
wait. The theme of Paul’s first Epistle
to Thessalonians is Hope. We cannot
live in this world without hope. We read
in Greek Mythology “Pandora’s box”
that we can survive all kinds of
calamities in life with hope. Poet says
“if winter comes can spring be far
behind”? Looking up in the midnight,
we should say that sun will rise in the
morning. Each chapter of 1
Thessalonians ends with the hope of
our Lord’s coming. Chapter 1:10: we
see Inspiring Hope, chapter 2:19: we
read Encouraging Hope, chapter
3:17,18: we see Comforting Hope,
chapter 5:23: we see Purifying Hope.
We face all kinds of problems,
sickness and even death with the hope
of Lord’s coming, Though it was Paul’'s
first Epistle, Holy Spirit arranged
Thessalonians after some of his other
Epistles. Let us go through the themes
of other epistles. Romans: Salvation,
Justification, Baptism, Corinthians:
Separation, Holiness, Galatians:
Victorious life, Fruit of S pirit,
Ephesians: Filling of the Holy Spirit and
worship, fighting against demonic
powers, Philippians: Rejoicing in the
Lord, Colossians: Perfection. We have
to pass all these experiences for the
Blessed hope of His coming. Greatest
hope is, “when He shall appear we shall
be like Him for we shall see Him as
He is. And every man that hath this
hope in Him purifieth himself, even as
He is pure” (1 John 3:2.3). e
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Children’s

There
lived a
farmer
with his
wife and
young
son. He
had lots
of land
where he primarily grew different kinds
of vegetables and some corn. Each
year he had an abundance of produce.
He sold his vegetables at the local
produce market and had plenty
remaining to be stored for winter. He
had a well on his land that provided
plenty of water for his family.

One year there was a delay in the
rains. Each day the farmer would go
outside his house and look up at the
blue sky to see if there was any sign
of rain. His fields needed the rain. He
drew plenty of water from his well to
water his fields. As days went by, his
well began to dry. He realized he
needed to find more water on his land.

The farmer had an old Water Finder,

"Let the little children
come to me and do not
hinder them"

"In the Hands of the Lord"

an instrument that he could poke deep
into the ground and water would come
out of the top, if there was any water
way below the ground in a particular
spot. He used his water finder in one
area. He pushed the lever of the water
finder up and down, up and down, up
and down and there was nothing
coming out of the water finder. He did
not give up. He tried another spot about
a mile away. Still no result. He did not
give up. He tried again and again, ten
different spots. Still no water.

The farmer put aside his water finder
and looked up to heaven and cried to

4 )
( Beena Aunty )
e =

God asking why he couldn’t
find any water and about how
his family would suffer without
water or any income from
selling vegetables. Suddenly
he remembered what his
father had taught him from the
Bible - Proverbs 16:3, “commit to the
Lord whatever you do, and he will
establish your plans”. The farmer
prayed once again holding on to
Proverbs 16:3, and committing his
needs and his actions to the Lord. He
felt the urge to use his water finder on
one more spot. He prayed once again
and poked his water finder deep into
the ground. He pushed the lever of the
water finder up and down, up and down,
and suddenly, something brown poured
out of the top of the water finder. He
shouted for joy and thanked God for
directing his ways to the right spot.
He dug further at the spot and made a
well. His water needs were met.

In our lives too, let us take our
problems to the Lord, so that His ways
and answers will be shown in our lives.

= DPD3=00

Good
Shepherd

Saloni Rupesh Patil (IPC poynad)

Prachi Navnath Pafil (IPC Poynad)

Zacchaeus Good
and Shepherd
Jesus

Navya Rupesh Patil (IPC Poynad)
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Passes Away at 84

George Verwer, Founder of Operation Mobilization, ]

In February 2023, Verwer
was diagnosed with cancer
and he wrote in his newsletter:
"Please ask people not to pray
for total healing as | really am
looking forward to heaven. Ask
for prayer for grace for the
rough journey that daily will be
ahead". He passed away
peacefully on April 14 while
surrounded by family
members and loved ones, at
age 84.

Verwer was born in New
Jersey, USA, and committed
his life to Christ at a Billy Graham
meeting in New York City in 1955. He
was driven by the cause of world
evangelism from then on. He founded
the global Christian mission agency,
Operation Mobilization, and directed it for
45 years. He has been described as “the
most outstanding North American
missionary statesman of the last 60
years”.

Operation Mobilization began with
three students in a worn-out van
distributing Christian literature in Mexico,
then branching into Europe and across
the globe. Today, more than 5,000 OM
workers are active in almost 150
countries, in a huge range of ministries.

Verwer’s daring vision in the 1960s led
to ships being used to transport and train
international volunteers while carrying a
cargo of literature and aid supplies. Fifty
million people have visited OM’s four
ships, and at least double that number
have come into contact with the “good
news” through outreaches and projects
in port cities worldwide. OM International
Director Lawrence Tong, said, “George
was passionate about Jesus,
passionate for God’s word, and
passionate for the lost. | believe he was
God’s man for the 20th century, who
changed the course of modern
missions”. He wrote more than a dozen
books.

Salome, the midwife at
Jesus’ birth!

The story of Salome participating in
Jesus’ birth is found in the Gospel of
James, one of the second-century
apocryphal texts, not considered biblical
canon. This book is different from the
book of James found in the New
Testament. Salome was a midwife from
Bethlehem, who was called to help in
the birth of Jesus. Archaeologists with
the Israeli Antiquities Authority uncovered

to be the tomb of Salome. The lamps
are believed to have belonged to early
Christians who went on pilgrimages
there. Israel Antiquities Authority
spokesman said: “The name Salome
may possibly have appeared on one of
the stone boxes in the tomb and the
tradition identifying the site with Salome
developed, with the cave becoming
venerated by Christianity".

The apocryphal text also notes
Salome was healed of an injured hand
after holding baby Jesus. It was through
this healing that Salome became a

3,000-Year-Old Pottery from
Kingdom of Sheba!

Daniel Vainstub, archaeologist and
epigrapher at Ben Gurion University of
the Negev in Israel, clains that a seven-
letter inscription on a large pottery jug
discovered in Jerusalem is in 2012 is in
Sabaean - the language spoken by the
people of Sheba, a kingdom in South
Arabia some 1,200 miles away from
Jerusalem. The significance of the
finding is that the pottery is 3000 years
old and supports the relationship
between the two kingdoms of Queen of
Sheba and Solomon. The jug dates to
the era of King David and King Solomon.
Prof. Vainstub says that the inscription
on the jar reads “ladanum,” the name of
an incense. It also points to the extensive
trade and cultural ties that existed
between Israel under King Solomon and
the Kingdom of Sheba.

Bible describes the visit of tthe Queen
in 1 Kings 10: “Now when the queen of
Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon
concerning the name of the Lord, she
came to test him with hard questions. ---
So Solomon answered all her questions;
there was nothing so difficult for the king
that he could not explain it to her. ---- Then
she gave the king one hundred and
twenty talents of gold, spices in great
quantity, and precious stones. ---- Now
King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba
all she desired, whatever she asked,
besides what Solomon had given her
according to the royal generosity”.

The discovery of the 3000 year old
jug points to the truth of the Biblical
account.

( Verwer’s "MESS-iology" )

George Verwer used to speak at
church events with characteristic vigor A
key theme was admitting his own
imperfections and honoring God who
graciously forgave and worked through
people, despite their mistakes. He called

hundreds of lamps during an excavation  fojiower of Christ. it “mess-iology”. ®
of a burial cave that is believed by some
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IPC MAHARASHTRA STATE

Pray

FOR
®» 409 Churches
=» 409 Pastors
=» 370 Outstations
®» 152 Prayer Cells
®» 42 House churches
® Upcoming Church buildings and parsonages
®» Hebron Bible College
® Suvartha Publications
®» Tracts & Literature Ministry
®» 28 Primary Schools and Balwadies in the Villages

PRAY FOR
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Trained VBS masters with care takers and Excel team
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