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When Emotions Are
Controlled by Anger!

"So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak,
slow to wrath; for the wrath of man does not produce
the righteousness of God" (James 1:19,20)

There is a story about a minister’'s angry
daughter from San Francisco who ran away from
home. She threw herself into the hand of the
first man she met. But he, a Christian,
witnessed to her. Still angrier she reached the
bay to jump into the bay. There she met another
Christian who witnessed to her. Finally,
surrendered to God and went home. Later she
recalled, ‘l was mad because God and my dad
wouldn’t let me have my way’.

One of God’s early questions to man was
directed to Cain. God was not pleased with
Cain’s sacrifice from the farm produce he grew.
However, God regarded Abel’s, Cain’s brother,
sacrifice from his flock. Cain could have gotten
a live animal for sacrifice. But he did not. God
would not accept Cain on his own terms, and
Cain was mad about it. So, God confronted him
with the question: “why are you angry?” (Genesis
4:6). God’s question was valid indeed. Centuries
later God confronted Jonah and asked him ‘Do
you have a good reason to be angry?’ (Jonah
4:4 NASB). Jonah, the prophet and preacher,
did not like people of Nineveh repenting of their
sins after hearing his message from the Lord.
God did not approve of Jonah'’s attitude toward
the Assyrians.

Anger is an impulse of the human spirit
(Ecclesiastes 7:9). Anger is often stimulated
by frustration. Personal rights are violated.
Goals seem to move out of reach. People
cannot get their way. As an emotion, it is
spontaneous and involuntary. Moses in a fit of
rage (or one can say, he flew off the handle)
killed an Egyptian and buried in the sand
(Exodus 2:12). As a result, he had to flee to the
land of Midian. Jesus Himself experienced
anger. In Mark 3:5 we read that ‘Jesus looked
around at them with anger and grieved at their
hardness of heart’ (Mark 3:5). The people in the
synagogue were unwilling to approve of Jesus’

action in healing a man with a withered hand
on a Sabbath day. In another instance Jesus
expressed anger at the extortion and
racketeering going on at theTemple in Jerusalem
(Matthew 21:12-13). We normally refer to it as
Holy Anger. Jesus didn’t throw a fit of rage (or
Jesus did not sin in these challenging
situations). He deliberately overturned their
tables and drove the money changers out.
Anger can be generated by irritations,
especially if one is exhausted, ill, suffering from
poor nutrition or a chemical imbalance. Among
such people the threshold of anger varies. Some
explode at the slightest provocation. For others
it takes an accumulation to set them off.
Injustice triggers angry emotions. People see
the wrongs in the world and get mad. No matter
how strong it might be, the feeling of anger is
only a temptation. If we hold steady in the
strength of the Lord and do not yield to the
temptation, we are not sinning. Note, the Bible
doesn’t say that you should never get angry. It
says you should get angry about the right things,
in the right way, at the right time. We read in
Ecclesiastes 7:9: “Control your temper; for anger
labels you a fool” (NLT). That's why it’'s so
important to deal with your hurts. An unhealed
wound causes pain which often manifests itself
in anger. Holiness is not a state of emotions,
but commitment of the will. Misdirected anger,
described as anger that results in violence or
vengeful activity against others, grieves the Holy
Spirit. We grieve the Holy Spirit when we sin.
God cannot reveal anything to us if the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit is not active in our
life. With the temporary release of anger through
temper tantrums we forget tomorrow’s
consequences. During that sudden outburst we
forget the spiritual and emotional price tag we
must pay due to our behavior. We observe or
experience road rage frequently which is

John V. Samuel
Ph.D.
*Houston, USA

Angeris an
impulse of the
human spirit
(Ecclesiastes
7:9). Angeris
often stimulated
by frustration.
Personal rights
are violated.
Goals seem to
move out of
reach. People
cannot get their
way. As an
emotion, it is
spontaneous
and involuntary.
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Giving vent to
angeronly
reinforces it.
The answer is
repentance.
Face it. Confess
it. Renounce it.
Get to the cross
and trust Jesus
Christ for
deliverance.
Faith puts Him in
control of us:
spirit, soul and
body. When
Christ is in
charge we are in
victory. Stay full

of the Holy Spirit.

He knows how
to produce His
fruit in us,
including
controlled
temperament

misdirected anger. Abusive behavior can also
be in that category. You can avoid grieving the
Holy Spirit by giving God first place in your life
and seeking His will continuously. Anger can
nullify God’s plan for your life.

Sinis an act of human will. Yielding to anger
is a sin that does great harm. It stirs up strife
and results in transgression (Proverbs 15:18,
29:22). Anger may lead to violent behavior
including murder. It is a cruel and destructive
sin. “A stone is heavy, and the sand is weighty;
---and anger is outrageous (Proverbs 27:3-4).
Anger led to the first murder: Cain killed his
brother Abel (Genesis 4:8). It made killers of
Simeon, and Levi (Genesis 49:5-7) - Jacob’s
children. Anger is also self destructive. “For wrath
kills a foolish man" (Job 5:2). Anger drives
people into a pattern of behavior that draws
repeated punishment. “A man of great anger
shall bear the penalty, for if you rescue him,
you will only have to do it again (Proverbs 19:19
NASB). Wrath is among the works of the flesh
(Galatians 5:19-20). It keeps the people out of
the kingdom of God (Matthew 5:22). No wonder
Paul wrote, ‘I fear ... lest there be debates,
envyings, wraths, strifes,” (2 Corinthians 12:20).
The Bible instructs us ‘Be you angry, and sin
not, let not the sun go down upon your wrath’
(Ephesians 4:26). God will forgive our confessed
sins. However, we must live with the
consequences of the sins we commit.

How shall we handle when we face anger?
Scripture tells us how to respond to anger in
others. Proverbs 30:33 instructs us that forcing
of wrath brings forth strife’. Back off. Avoid
adding fuel to the fire. “Whover is slow to anger
has great understanding” (Proverbs 14:29).
Make it easy for the other person to cool down.
We must not bear down on others (Colossians
3:21, Ephesians 6:4). Undeserved blame,
perfectionist demands, constant criticism,
constant and unfair treatment, unwillingness to
listen, ... these things discourage people and
stir in them a seething cauldron of anger,
Solomon wrote, ‘A soft answer turns away wrath’
(Proverbs 15:1). A very important rule is laid
down in Proverbs 22:24: “do not associate with
a man given to anger; or go with a hot-tempered
man”. Even in marriage it can cause problems.
Avoid such people for marriage too.

How do we deal with anger in ourselves?
Psalms 37:8 instructs us to “cease from anger,
and forsake wrath”. Everybody gets angry at
one time or another. First, if anger controls us,

we must acknowledge it for what it is — sin.
There must be no excuses. We cannot blame
it on the devil, our ethnic background or other
people. ‘You make me mad’ is garbage.
Dumping, blaming others for how we feel is not
acceptable. We must take responsibility for our
own choices and behavior. To be controlled by
anger is not only wrong, but also foolish. ‘He
that is soon angry deals foolishly” (Proverbs
14:17). “He that is hasty of spirit exalts folly”
(Proverbs 14:29). Control is not repression.
Expression simply initializes destructive anger.
“A grudge is like a baby; it has to be nursed if
it's going to survive” (John Ortberg). If someone
hurts your feelings, decide right then that you
won’t be upset with them for days on end which
gives Satan an opportunity to plant seeds of
bitterness (see 2 Corinthians 2:11). Instead, you
can reject negative thinking and refuse to let it
drain you from your peace and joy. Giving vent
to anger only reinforces it. The answer is
repentance. Face it. Confess it. Renounce it.
Get to the cross and trust Jesus Christ for
deliverance. Faith puts Him in control of us:
spirit, soul and body. When Christ is in charge
we are in victory. Stay full of the Holy Spirit
(Ephesians 5:18). He knows how to produce
His fruit in us, including controlled temperament
(Galatians 5:22-26).

James (1:19) instructs us that we must be
quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get
angry. Recognize the main hurt and emotion at
the root of one’s anger (is it pride?). We must
become mindful of how our anger is exhibiting
itself (is it things like unwholesome words?).
We must decide to forgive the offender. Your
anger may or may not hurt the person towards
whom it is directed. But it can hurt you.
Prolonged anger releases a toxic chemical into
your body that elevates your blood pressure and
a slew of other health issues. Chronic anger
(and its emotional cousins like stress and
anxiety) can negatively affect bone health. Suffer
through the angry feelings, but do not sin by
yielding to them. Yield to Christ. Stop giving
into our temper. The emotions themselves might
not stop immediately. As we walk in the Holy
Spirit, our human spirit will stabilize. A person
who follows Christ will not remain a sorehead.

The technological advancement of the past
many years allowed humans to conquer even
outer space, but not the inner space: heart.
Only Jesus Christ can do that and He will if we
let Him take control. ]
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Ministry Partnership With GOD —
Serve One Another

‘But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own

special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light" ( 1 Peter 2:9)

Clergy-laity gap seems the backbone of
many episcopal and denominational churches.
An elevated position, special vestments and
unquestionable authority bestowed upon the
clergy deepens the gap. Elimination of this gap
was one of the major agendas of Pentecostal
movements in the past century. The emphasis
on the priesthood of all believers (1 Peter 2:9)
and the use of Spiritual Gifts by all members
caused much difference. The average person
often perceives their pastor as someone who
operates on a higher level of spiritual devotion,
but this perspective should not be used to
undermine or diminish anyone else’s spiritual
standing. A devoted pastor of a church never
allows any member to be idle or passive. The
church involves everyone, including children and
super seniors, according to their capability in
various kinds of ministries.

The New Testament church is not a
consumer community and God is not a
commercial product. Spiritual gifts and
ministries are not commercial commodities.
But the church ministries are dynamic
productive partnership. “For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works” (Ephesians 2:10).

In the beginning chapters of the Bible, we
read that God created the complex universe and
the magnificent
planet earth and all
that it contains.
Further we read
that God created
man in God’s own
image and after
God’s own likeness

For even as the body is
one and yet has many
members, and all the

members of the body,

though they are many,

are one body, so also is

cultivate it (Genesis 1:28, 2:15). Thus, man is
commissioned to tend God’s creation and enjoy
partnership with God.

When disobedience and wickedness
increased God elected Noah to build the Ark
as a partner to God’s saving grace. In the later
history we find Abraham the elect of God as
the partner of God to bless all the nations of
the earth. The seventy elders chosen from all
tribes of Israel were anointed to be partners in
God'’s theocratic administrative system. The
craftsmen were partner builders of the house of
God the Tabernacle. God wanted Joshua and
the army of Israel with the angel of Jehovah as
the captain to possess the land of Canaan. Only
the city of Jericho was possessed by a direct
supernatural act of God.

The nation of Israel is the partner of God to
bring the Messiah and His reign. Isaiah 49:6:
“.. I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles,
that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end
of the earth”. The church is new Israel and a
people for His name to be a partner to build and
maintain the kingdom of God (Acts 15:14,
2 Corinthians 6:16, 1 Peter 2:9).

A beautiful analogy given in scripture for the
church is a physical body in which Christ is the
head and each member is part of His body.

The church members are parts of God’s
building yet
labourers helping to
build it. We are
God'’s vineyard yet
workers in the
vineyard.

Each member of
the church is a co-

Rev. B. Mathew
Vancouver
Canada

God created
man in God’s
own image and
after God’s own
likeness
(Genesis 1:26)
as the crown of
creation to reign
over, govern,
oversee and
cultivate it
(Genesis 1:28,
2:15). Thus,
man is
commissioned
to tend God'’s
creation and
enjoy
partnership with
God.

(Genesis 1:26) as ( : H RIST worker, fellow
the crown of worker, fellow
creation to reign e soldier, co-labourer,
over, govern, No organ (member) in the body is without any function, thus a partner
oversee and so as each member of the church (Philippians 2:25, 1
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The mystery
behind the
spiritual gifts is
how God uses
an ordinary man
to do
extraordinary
things in an
effective way for
God’s purpose
and glory.The
Lord indeed
wishes to
empower His
people to be
partners by
bestowing
various spiritual
gifts. These
spiritual gifts are
amazingly
diverse and to
be used to
accomplish
God’s purposes.

Corinthians 3:9, 12:23, Romans 12:4-5). To
function as partner in ministry “every one of us
is given grace according to the measure of the
gift of Christ” (Ephesians 4:7). The Lord indeed
wishes to empower His people for His service
and bestows various spiritual gifts. These
spiritual gifts are amazingly diverse and to be
used to accomplish God’s purposes.

All Holy Spirit baptized members are
spiritually gifted but unnoticed and
unappreciated. The leadership or Sunday
School teachers and even parents do not take
time to admire and appreciate their God-given
unique dynamic qualities. Many of our churches
do lack systematic programmes or projects to
involve every member.

How can we appreciate a gifted individual?
Let me try to answer this question by an answer
given by Michel Angelo, the great artist. He was
asked how you make these magnificent
awesome sculptures. He said that ‘I fix my
attention on the rough slab of a raw marble,
and | see a beautiful figure in it as though it is
actual before my eyes. Then | chip away all
that was not of what | saw and hew away the
rough parts to expose it to other eyes as mine
eyes viewed it’. His eyes could see a beauty
hidden in a crude rough block of rock. He works
hard to reveal the beauty by removing all things
which hinders its beauty. But, | doubt, in our
churches do we chip out, hew out and chisel
out the beauty and sustain the roughness and
ugliness?

The mystery behind the spiritual gifts is how
God uses an ordinary man to do extraordinary
things in an effective way for God’s purpose and
glory. It is to be noted that not only God did
give spiritual gits to individuals in the church,
but He also gave some individuals as gifts to
the church.

The Lord indeed wishes to empower His
people to be partners by bestowing various
spiritual gifts. These spiritual gifts are amazingly
diverse and to be used to accomplish God’s
purposes.

In this context, neither | describe, nor |
classify or list the spiritual gifts mentioned in
the Bible. We do not have a complete listin a
single portion of the text. There are five scripture
portions and some isolated verses where we
find some of the spiritual lists. The most
discussed specific portions of scripture are
Romans 12:6-8, 1Corinthians 12:8-10, 12:28,
Ephesians 4:11 and 1 Peter 4:9-11. If we remove

the duplication out of these lists, we get 22 gifts.
There are about 8 gifts mentioned elsewhere.
My intention here is not to mention an exclusive
list but to make clear how and why God has
gifted His church with a wide variety of abilities.

Some cessationists like brethren group and
other Christian groups who maintain an anti-
supernatural bias says, ‘beware of spiritual
gifts’, but Bible says “be aware”. “Now
concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters,
| do not want you to be unaware” (1 Corinthians
12:1 - NASB) “But to each one is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good”
(1Corinthians 12:7). “As each one has received
a gift, minister it to one another, as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God” (1 Peter
4:10 - NKJV). The truth today is that many
Christians do not really understand Spiritual
Gifts and those who know it they know little of
it. We need a 100% mobility in the use of
Spiritual Gifts. There is a psychological
principle: if any one is not involved in church
activities, that person will be involved in creating
problems in the church!

The church in which now | am a part (Kerala
Christian Fellowship, Vancouver) keeps a
ministry involvement registration form at the
welcome counter. Newcomers as well as all
permanent members are requested to sign that
form. In the form he must fill his name, phone
number and the kind of ministry he is able to
involve, and at what time. Options are given of
various kinds of ministries and their timings.
The church board will assign them according
to their capability and availability.

Be a partner in the kingdom making
business of God by investing time and talents.
Be an active member, not a passive spectator.

Revelation 3:21: “To him who overcomes |
will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also
overcame and sat down with My Father on His
throne”.

Luke 22:30: “that you may eat and drink at
My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones
judging the twelve tribes of Israel”.

Traditional pastors still see themselves as
the primary “minister” of the church who is
expected to be the expert evangelist, counsellor,
administrator, preacher, exhorter, and deliverer.
The truth is that the pastor is there to equip the
rest of the congregation to do the actual work
of the ministry. Highly gifted people may be
available in the congregation to do the actual
work of the ministry in a more effective way.
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Theme: Practical Life Instructions from
Book of James

Devotional: THREE

.

Understanding the TRUTH about
‘HEAVENLY’ WISDOM!

“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good
conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom.
But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits,
without partiality and without hypocrisy.”

(James 3:13,17)

J

The ‘heavenly’ wisdom of which James
speaks is practical and relational that is
evidenced by godly attitudes and actions. He
exhorts believers to demonstrate their faith
through works and demonstrate their wisdom
by godly living. The outward sign of ‘heavenly’
wisdom is a gentle and humble spirit. Our Lord
Jesus was meek and lowly in heart (Matthew
11:29). Therefore, all who are truly wise will have
the hallmark of genuine humility!

‘Heavenly’ wisdom that comes from God has
the following characteristics:

* It is pure in

* It is gentle, courteous, and respectful of
the feelings of others.

* It is willing to yield, open to reason and
ready to give in when truth requires it.

* It is full of mercy to those who are in the
wrong, and anxious to help them find the right
way.

* It is full of good fruits by being
compassionate and kind.

* Itis without partiality and does not produce
favoritism.

* It is without hypocrisy by being sincere

and genuine.

thoughts, words, deeds, Ve
spirit, body, doctrine,
practice, faith and
morals.

* It is peaceable and
will love to maintain
peace in every situation

James says that ‘heavenly’
wisdom is necessary in a teacher.
The teacher must exhibit a meek
and practical application of the
truth. One cannot teach what one
does not live.

James says that
‘heavenly’ wisdom is
necessary in a teacher.
The teacher must exhibit
a meek and practical
application of the truth.
One cannot teach what

without sacrificing purity. S

) one does not live. The
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Is there
bitterness in our
hearts or envy?
Are we speaking
from God’s
wisdom or the
wisdom of the
world? Are we
peacemakers or
troublemakers?
Our outward
behavior will
reflect if we are
wise as we
control our
tongues and
place our minds
deliberately
under the
authority of God
in order to let
God control us.

wisdom that comes from God is first pure, then
promotes peace, and finally ends in
righteousness (vv. 17, 18). Through the heavenly
wisdom we have the ability to view life from God’s
perspective along with mental perception and
comprehension that God will bestow upon us.

Is there bitterness in
our hearts or envy? Are
we speaking from God’s
wisdom or the wisdom of
the world? Are we
peacemakers or
troublemakers? If your
hearts are right before
God, He will use our
words to produce the
right kind of fruit in our

The wisdom that comes from God
is first pure, then promotes peace,
and finally ends in righteousness
Through the heavenly wisdom we
have the ability to view life from

God'’s perspective along with mental

perception and comprehension that
God will bestow upon us.

\

J

pure
peace loving,
gentle at all times,

willing to yield to others,

full of mercy,

fruit of good deeds
shows no favoritism
always sincere.;

lives. Our outward behavior will reflect if we are
wise as we control our tongues and place our
minds deliberately under the authority of God
in order to let God control us. Let us ask God
in faith to grant us heavenly wisdom today!

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of

God, who gives to all
liberally and without
reproach, and it will be
given to him. But let him
ask in faith, with no
doubting, for he who
doubts is like a wave of
the sea driven and
tossed by the wind”
(James 1:5-6). -

\_

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take My yoke upon
you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For
My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30).

"But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy
and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in

peace by those who make peace" (James 3: 17,18)

~

J
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(Part 13)

ANew Series of
Bible Study

\_

The Promised Kingdom
And the Royal Law

"Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of
the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? But
you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones
who are dragging you into court? Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the noble
name of him to whom you belong? If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love
your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right".(James 2:5-8)

/

In this passage which begins with
the usual address, “Dear brothers,”
there is a call to “listen.” It is with the
call “Listen” that the law of Israel
Shema begins (Deuteronomy 6:4-8).
Through this call their immediate
attention is called. Then four questions
are put before them, followed by the
royal law. The first of the four questions
reveals God’s treatment of the poor,
and the last three questions reveal the
treatment of the rich toward the poor,
and the extent of their contradictions
is made clear.

[ God and the Poor J

Did not God choose the poor in the
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the
kingdom that he has promised to those
who love him? There is no
discrimination or favoritism in God’s
election. The rich behave with
arrogance towards the poor even in the

churches. There is no justification for
that. Paul understood that in God’s
election the rich are a minority, and
the poor are a majority. (1 Corinthians
1:26-29). The Lord has said that it is
easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of God. (Matthew
19:23).

The reason why the poor are the
majority in God’s election is not
because God loves the poor more than
the rich. It is not because God loved
them, but because those who
responded to God’s love with love
became poorer than the rich. God
impartiality is not only in election but
also in the purpose of election. The
rich and the poor are chosen for the
same purpose. James highlights two
purposes of election here:

1. To be rich in faith.

2. To be heirs of the kingdom of
God.

Jesus is talking about being rich
toward God. (Luke 12:21).

Jesus and James are saying the
same thing. Riches without faith and
riches without God are not long lasting.
The primary goal of electing the poor
is not to change their financial poverty;
it was to make them rich in faith. That
was the very purpose of Christ’s
incarnation.

“For you know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich,
yet for your sake he became poor, so
that you through his poverty might
become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). The
goal of Christ’'s apostles and fellow
workers was also for believers to
become rich in the Christian faith
(1 Corinthians 6:10). God has blessed
us with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places in Christ (Ephesians
1:3).

The Poor are equal to the Rich in
God'’s Choice
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God anointed Jesus Christ to
preach the gospel to the poor (Isaiah
61:1-3, Luke 4:18, Matthew 11:5), and
the first beatitude is about the poor:
‘Blessed are you who are poor, for
yours is the kingdom of God" (Luke
6:20). None of the poor who
approached Christ were ignored or
insulted. The Gospels only mention
one person who came to Christ and
turned away dejected. And that one
was not a poor man, but a wealthy man.
Christ was not ignoring him; he was
ignoring Christ (Matthew 19:26; Mark
10:17-22, Luke 18:18-27). When
Hannah sang that "God raises the poor
from the dust and lifts the needy from
the ash heap”, Mary, the mother of
Jesus, sang: “He has filled the hungry
with good things, and the rich he has
sent away empty” (1 Samuel 2:8; Luke
1:58). God does not show favoritism
to the poor. They have become rich in
faith along with the rich by God’s
election and heirs of the kingdom of
God.

t To Those Who Love God J

The kingdom of God is promised
to those who love God. The poor are
not second-class citizens in the
kingdom of God; they are heirs of the
kingdom of God. Just as Israel was
heirs of the land of Canaan, the poor
are heirs of the kingdom of God. The
special thing about this kingdom is that
it is a promise to those who love God.
God has not excluded either the rich
or the poor from God’s election; but
we must respond to God’s election in
a positive way to become heirs. Love
for God is the way to respond to God
spiritually. The choice must be on
God'’s part and love on man’s part. If
love for God does not come from man,
he himself is outside the kingdom of
God. God is not to blame for that. Not
only did God chose the poor without
partiality but the poor responded to God
with love positively. But the Jewish
Christians have dishonored the poor;
they have not made God their model.
In James’ view, God’s promise is to

those who love Him (1:12, 2:5). God’s
promises are to those who respond to
God with love.

The Rich’s Unfair Treatment
of the Poor

The next three questions reveal the
unfairness of the rich’s treatment of the
poor. Even though the Jewish
Christians treat the rich with respect,
the rich do not change their behavior
to the poor. They persecute the Jewish
Christians; they drag them to court.
Moreover, they slander the good name
that is called upon Christians. The Old
Testament prophets have raised their
voices against the ruthless approach
of the rich towards the poor (Isaiah
3:15; Amos 4:1). James here gives a
graph of the degree of hatred and
depravity of the rich towards the poor.
The rich persecute them directly; they
drag them to civil court. Moreover, as
if cruelty towards them was not
enough, the rich also slander them.

The word “called” is Epikalestai in
Greek. It is the reference of the
husband a wife carries, or the reference
of the father a son carries. In the Old
Testament, God’s name was used for
Israel and the temple of Israel (2
Chronicles 7:14, 6:20, 20:8). The name
Israel ends in “El.” In Semitic language,
“El” is a common word for God. The
name “Christians” was given by the
Gentiles to those who believed in Christ
and became disciples of Christ (Acts
11:26). The name, Christian, appears
three times in the New Testament
(Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16). In
Greek, it is Christianos. The names
Christos and lanos make up the
compound word Christianos. The Latin
word lanos was commonly used in the
Roman Empire. The word lanos is
added to any noun, meaning a slave
of the person known by that name. The
word lanos is added to Christ, meaning
a slave of Christ (The New International
Dictionary of the Bible, P. 210).

The good name that believers bear
as Christians is the name of Christ.
The rich persecuted Christians and

dragged them into the courts of justice.
Not only that, but they even blasphemed
the name of Christ. The name is not
just letters, but the whole person of
the name bearer. To those who

blaspheme the good name Christians
bear upon themselves, blaspheming
Christians is but a small thing in

comparison to blaspheming Christ.

[ The Royal Law ]

If you fulfill the royal law according
to the Scripture, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself,”you are well. The
commandment to love your neighbor
as yourself is the summary of the law.
This verse from Leviticus 19:18 is
quoted by Christ six times (Matthew
5:43, 7:12; 19:19; 22:37-40; Luke 6:31;
10:26-28). Jesus’ answer to a lawyer’s
question about which commandment
in the Law is the greatest is as follows:
“Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.’ This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like
it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All
the Law and the Prophets hang on
these two commandments.” (Matthew
22:37-40).

Love for God is a vertical love and
love for man is a horizontal love. They
are inseparable, like two sides of a
coin.

The commandment to love your
neighbor as yourselfis God’s Word; it
is also a royal law. The law is described
as the perfect law (1:25) and law of
freedom (2:12), but here James calls
the law the royal law (2:8). Why is the
law to love your neighbor as yourself
called the royal law?

1) It is a law given by the King of
Kings.

2) This law has the kingship of
laws.

3) The royal law is the law that the
subjects of the kingdom of God must
practice.

James advises Jewish Christians
to fulfill the royal law without showing
partiality to the poor. If they fulfill it, it
is good; if not, it is not good. ()
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@ The unique Jesus Christ:

Jesus Christ and Parables

Jesus spoke all things to the crowd
in parables and then He explained the
meaning of the parables to disciples.
Jesus used parables to reveal the
secrets of the Kingdom of God through
earthly examples (Matthew13:10-13,
34-35), Itis fulfilment of the prophecy
in Psalms 78:2. There are about 38
parables in Synoptic Gospels whereas
no parable in the Gospel of John. John
explained the purpose of incarnation
of Jesus (John 3:16) and proved He is
God (John 3:13) and the Son of God
(John 20:30).

Some people interpret parables as
allegories. This allegorical explantion
was started by Origen (AD 185-254)
and Augustine continued (AD 354-430)
and even now continued in some of our
churches. Martin Luther and Calvin
rejected allegorical interpretaton of the
Word of God.

Jesus used parables to sow
spiritual seed in the heart of people.
He used parables to safeguard truth
and secrets of heaven from the evil one
and his people (Matthew 13:11)
Parables explain the plan of salvation
and eternity for the saved people.

We should study parables knowing
the background of Jewish
culture and the time Jesus

4 N

Pastor John Mathew
Bangalore

through prayer.

Jesus used simple stories to
explain the truth of spiritual matters
and the Kingdom of God. Jesus clearly
said heaven is not for righteous people
but for forgiven people (Luke 15:22-24).
He described church as “house of the
Father” meaning there is holiness and
love as He is holy and love (Luke 2:49,
John 5:16, John 5:12, Cf 1 John
4:16,20) and there should not be any
church service without the Word of God
(Luke 4:16)

Jesus taught Ethics through the
parable of guests and banquet (Luke

Christ, who is known for humility.
Honour should come from God. There
is no 'Great Man of God' but ‘humble
man of Great God'.

In my College days, two books of
Dale Carnege “How to win friends and
influence people” and “Stop worrying
and start living” influenced me. But |
got prudent advice from our Lord:
“everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled” (Luke 14:11). Motivation
principle of “stand on your leg” will not
help to lead a true Christian life.

I learned that ministry of the Gospel
is “small beginning like mustard seed"
(Matthew 17:20) and like the yeast
which changes the flour (Luke 13:20-
21). | learned it is not my ability and
theological qualifications but the Word
of God that changes everything in the
life of the listeners. It is a mystery. Our
duty is to sow the seed. Christianity
and ministry are not for material
benefits but for spiritual blessings.
Seek first the Kingdom of God and
righteousness and all other things will
be added. We have to give up
everything for the hidden treasure
(Matthew 13:44) as missionaries like
C T Studd, Hudson Taylor, Robert

Jefferson and our forefathers
did. They left everything to

lived on earth.For example /~

without knowing the Jewish
culture and background we
cannot understand parables
like 'Ten Virgins'.

We do not understand
many verses of the Bible

We should study parables knowing the
background of Jewish culture and the time
Jesus lived on earth.For example without
knowing the Jewish culture and background
we cannot understand parables like

‘Ten Virgins'.

~\ gain the treasure of the
Kingdom of God (Hebrews
11: 24-25) like Moses. Model
is the merchant who sold
everything to buy the pearl of
great value (Matthew 13:46).
We must trawl with net of

because they are inspired (2 \_

/  Gospelto catch as many fish

Timothy 3:16) and we must
pray so that Holy Spirit will
reveal them to us. We should not use
our ability and human knowledge to
interpret the Word of God. We must
meditate and study the Word of God

14:7). We should reflect the character
of Jesus wherever we go. We should
not run for prominence, name and
position. We are ambassadors of

as we can. (Matthew 13:47).

On the day of judgment
useless fishes will be thrown away into
the hell. Our solemn duty is to go into
all the world and preach the Good News
to all (Matthew 16:15). Resultis in the

May 2025

11

Suvartha



hand of our Lord (Matthew 1:49-50),
we will get reward for our work. We
should bring out old and new treasures
from his store room (Matthew 13:52).
D. L Moody is paradigm for all
evangelists in sowing the seed of
Gospel. Do we tell our coworker,
neighbour about Jesus Christ and
Good News of salvation? Are we model
Christians reflecting the character of
Jesus Christ wherever we go? If not,
there is no meaning in fasting prayers
in the church and holding conventions.
Self introspection is needed.

Jesus was not supporting traditions
(Matthew 15:2) but the truth of the Word
of God (Matthew 15:7-9).Many
churches follow traditions of the human
beings nullifying the word of God.
Pharisees washed their hands not for
hygiene but for tradition
(Matthew 7:3). Tongue is tool

times whether | am a saint . Are we
grateful to God for salvation,

justification and sanctification? Many
people are thankful to God for material
benefits, they testify about the

mansions and clothes they got from
God. Remember material things are
only like good and bautiful packaging
but the real gift is eternal life inside
the package. Jesus warned against
false teachers and fraud prophets in
the parable of the yeast (Matthew
6;6,11). We may think we are greater
like the disciples thought (Luke 22:24).
Jesus taught clearly we must be

innocent and humble like little children
to become great in the Kingdom of God
(Matthew 18:24). We see some

elivating themselves from 'Brother' to
‘Apostle'!

14:7). Never run for main seat in the
podium. Remember our Lord became
a servant for us (Philippians 2:6-9) and
God exalted Him. Never spend money
and influence for getting position.

In the famous parable of Prodigal
son (Luke 15:11-32) we see the
downfall of a person from sonship to
slave and coming back to God
confessing his sins and backsliding.
Saved people can be lost as we see
many examples in the Bible and in the
present Christian world. Rev Robert
Shank clearly explained this truth in
his “Life in the Son”. Temptation of
flesh, money and position may be
reasons for the down fall of some
leaders. Some people face
persecutions with fortitude but fall
down for flesh, position and money.
God has given us free will and
we are responsible for our

/

\

for temptation (Matthew

victory and down fall. We

15:19). Tongue can be used
for lust, flattering and
boasting. Remember we will
be judged for our words
(Matthew 12:36). Satan can
use our eyes also for
temptation for flesh and
money. We must pray
always “lead us not into
temptation but deliver us
from the evil one “ (Luke

We must forgive others as our Lord
forgave our trespasses. God hates

ingratitude as explained in the parable of
unmerciful servant (Matthew 18:23). We
must help needy people without caring
about their caste and background as Jesus

told in the Parable of Good Samaritan

(Luke 15). Our God is loving and patient but
there is impending judgment as told in the

parable of 'Barren Fig tree'.

must be trust worthy in our
dealings (Luke 16:11,12).
Jesus clearly said there is
heaven as well as hell. Some
churches teach there is no
hell and some christain
leaders say heaven is in this
world only. But Jesus
explained there is heaven and
hell in the parable of rich man
and Lazarus (Luke 16;25,26).

11:4). Some people, even so

.

Perseverance in prayer is

J

called Christians, may not
accept the true doctrines of
the word of God. Jesus advises us to
‘leave them*” (Matthew 15:13-15).
Some people are indebtedto Jesus
more than others because Jesus
forgave them more sins. Jesus
revealed this truth in “Two Debtors’
(Luke 7:41-43). Have you got gratitude
towards our God for His love and Jesus
Christ for His grace and Holy Spirit for
His guidance. We are saints because
of the grace of our Lord. When | was
studying in a Catholic College, a friend
of mine told me that his church has
numerous saints starting from Peter
but there is no saint in my church! |
retorted that all believers in our church
are saints. | questioned myself many

We must forgive others as our Lord
forgave our trespasses. God hates
ingratitude as explained in the parable
of unmerciful servant (Matthew 18:23).
We must help needy people without
caring about their caste and
background as Jesus told in the
Parable of Good Samaritan (Luke 15).
Our God is loving and patient but there
is impending judgment as told in the
parable of '‘Barren Fig tree'.

It is God’s decision to give us
according to His will and none of our
business to look at the prosperity of
others, W get what is due (Matthew
20:12); We should not crave for honour
and position as pompous guest (Luke

indispensable and we should
never loose faith in God as
explained in the parable of the Widow
(Luke 18:5).

God loves sinners who confess
their sins and not righteous people.
Some people have “holier than thou”
attitude like Pharisee but God loves
sinner who confesses sins and turns
a new leaf like the tax collector (Luke
18:13).

Finally Jesus explained His advent
in the parable of Ten Virgins (Matthew
25:1-46) and encouraged us to be
vigilant, to rise up from our slumber,
be filled with the power of Holy Spirit
and be ready to receive Him who will
come at unexpected time. His coming
is imminent. ®
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"Let the little children
come to me and do not
hinder them"

Sammy is 10 years old and lives with
his parents, his older sister and his
younger brother. Sammy's English
teacher assigned the class an oral
presentation that is due in two weeks.
Sammy did not like the assignment — he
did not want to present anything in front of
the class. He preferred writing
assignments. Sammy even asked his
teacher if he could have a written
assignment instead. He was sure he
would be too nervous to speak a word in
front of his class.

Five days before the presentation
date, Sammy had a worried look during
family dinner. Sammy's mother asked
him what was worrying him. Sammy said
that he had an oral presentation for his
English class and that he did not want to
stand in front of everyone and present
anything. Sammy's mother said that he
should pray about it first and suggested

God’s plan is higher than our plan!

~

Beena Aunty

U _/

that he could ask his sister's help since
she had to face a similar situation a few
years before.

After dinner Sammy and his sister sat
on the sofa to figure out what to do. They
prayed first and asked God to help them.
Then Sammy's sister asked Sammy to
pick a topic that he thought was
interesting and to talk about it. Sammy
had been reading about Emperor
Penguins, the tallest and heaviest of all
penguins. Sammy said that Emperor
Penguins thrive in Antarctica, an
extremely cold place to survive. They
huddle together to survive the harsh cold
weather. Their colonies were large
enough to be seen even from space.

They were expert divers and
could dive deeper than any
other bird. They trap air in their
rear feathers to propel
themselves out of the sea.

Sammy's sister then asked
him talk about the Emperor
Penguins while he was
standing across the room. She
arranged some of their toys on
the sofa as if they were his listeners.
Sammy stood across the room, paused
for a little bit and began talking about
Emperor Penguins in a strong voice along
with some actions. Sammy felt much
better after this presentation to his
imaginary class. The next day Sammy
and his sister tried it once more. Sammy
felt less nervous and more confident that
he could do his oral class presentation.

Sammy and his sister worked
together with prayer to overcome
Sammy's nervousness and worry.
Emperor penguins huddle together to
overcome harsh weather where they live.
1Thessalonians 5:1,”Therefore encour-
age one another and build each other up,
just as in fact you are doing”. Galatians
6.2, “Carry each other's burdens and in
this way you will fulfill the law of Christ”. As
children of God, let us all help and
encourage one another — we are
expected to do so.
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>
Marriage and Divorce
In a Biblical Perspective
- A Study -
\

J

( Introduction )

The Bible is very clear about
Marriage and Divorce. Today many
marriages are held throughout the
world as God made for men and
women to be one body and fruitful in
life. But on the other side divorce also
has become one of the most prominent
issues even to believers and non-
believers throughout the world. So in
this article, the biblical perspective of
marriage and divorce is presented. The
purposes of marriage and how divorce
affects society are also discussed.

C The term ‘Marriage’ )

“Marriage is an emotional fusion of
two personalities into a functional
operation, yet, both retaining their own
identities”. “Marriage is unconditional
commitment of the total person for the
total life" !

C The Purpose of Marriage )

1. Companionship: marriage is for
mutual companionship. This is a
distinct and unique purpo se of
marriage.

2. Physical intimacy: Marriage is
established also with sexual
relationships as a marital right and
marital privilege. These physical
relationships have a purpose apart
from having children.

3. Reproduction of children:
Children are blessings which God
showers on the couple through the
intimacy of all their relationship.

Dr. Edison Thomas

Concepts of Marriage in
Old and New Testaments

“It is not good that the man should
be alone. | will make a helper fit for
him” (Genesis 2:18 RSV). This means
that God made man and woman for
each other.

Paul says, “The wife does not rule
over her own body, but husband does;
likewise the husband does not rule
over his own body, but the wife does”
(1 Corinthians 7:4 RSV). In Ephesians
Paul says: “Husbands. love your wife
even as Christ also loved the Church
and gave himself for it” (Ephesians
5:25) and "as the church is subject
unto Christ, so let the wife be to their
own husband in everything” (Ephesians
5:24).2

C The term ‘Divorce’ )

The term ‘Divorce’ comes from the
French ‘diverse‘, a word that means a
complete separation. This French word
in turn comes from the Latin word

'divortium , which means diverting,
separation, leaving one’s husband.?

According to Oxford Advanced
Learner’s Dictionary the term ‘divorce’
means ‘a separation; the ending of a
relationship between two things’.

( Factors that lead to Divorce >

The different factors that lead to
divorce are:

1. Infidelity

2. Nolongerin love

3. Emotional Problems

4. Financial Problems

5. Physical Abuse

6. Alcohol

7. Sexual Problems

8. Problems with in-laws.*

(Biblical Teachings on Divorce)

Bible teaches us: "God rebuked
the Israelite for the sin of divorce and
commanded to be faithful to their
covenant vows" (Malachi 2:13-16).
Further in the same passage, it is
mentioned that, “God hates divorce”
(vs. 16).

Jesus teaches in the New
Testament: No divorce, except in case
of adultery (Matthew 5:31-32). In
Romans 7: 1-3, Paul writes: “Husband
and wife are bound together until death
separates them”. But if the unbelieving
spouse wants to depart, he or she may
do so. (1 Corinthians 7:15).

( The effects of divorce )

Effect on our Society

The institution of marriage
constantly shapes and adapts itself
with its involving society. Our modern
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society with its pragmatic approach
and utilitarian culture has considerably
altered the ancient structure of the
family. This transformation is not only
external but also internal. It has
effected changes in the traditional
structure of the family - the joint family®
It also brings instability to the family
life in many other countries across the
world by providing a kind of economic
and social security support. This
makes the father to have less focus
on his family.

Effects on the Family

Divorce brings so many effects to
the family. When husband and wife get
divorced it becomes like the end of the
earth for them. And secondly, divorce
is the end of a relationship and the
closure of a marriage.® Thirdly, it
affects all relatives and families of both

the husband and wife. Fourthly, it
affects the society and the church
where they attend and through this
divorce every member of the Church
may have negative feelings about him/
her and he/she will feel like a second
class Christian.

Effects on the Children

Children under eighteen years of
age are involved in 60% of all divorces?
Divorce is very much a trauma for the
children. When parents are divorcing
by their own choice, the children have
nothing to say in the matter and they
are often at the center of long custody
battles, without love, care, etc. in their
life. Some children become fearful and
their mode of behavior reflects their
inner fears. They turn hostile, angry
and destructive.® So they become

dislocated and bring drastic changes
in their lifestyle. Those children are
physically, mentally and
psychologically affected. Their lives
grow wild and become more unusual,
with less concern in the society and
not successful.

The Bible teaches us to be loving,
caring and fruitful in our marriage.
Jesus said: "He who made them at the
beginning ‘made them male and
female,” and said, ‘For this reason a
man shall leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and the two
shall become one flesh’? So then, they
are no longer two but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined
together, let not man separate”.

Conclusion
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Quotable quotes from Dr. Billy Graham on marriage and family

“We need to place God at the center of our family ---- As a family, we need to walk
with God daily. Your own family circle knows whether Christ lives in you
and through you"
“A Christian has tremendous responsibilities to his own family. He or she has a
responsibility of loving each member of the family”
“No subject is closer to my heart than the family.
The moral foundation of our country is in danger of crumbling as families break up
and parents neglect their responsibilities”
“God knew that children grow and mature best in a stable, loving family,
and this was one reason He gave marriage to us”
What are the 4 C's of marriage?
“The Four C's of Marriage - Caring, Communicating, Collaborating and Committing.”

Dr. Billy
Graham
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Pr. Biju P. Samuel, West Bengal
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MATRIMONIALS

Pentecostal Girl, B.Com/PGDM working as
an Analyst in MNC, Bangalore, Wanted
Groom. Pentecostal parents invite
proposals for their daughter 27/153 cm
born & brought up in Kerala, Born again
Baptized, seeking proposals from parents
fo Born Again, Baptized non ornamental
and professionally qualified boys from India
or Abroad. Please respond with details and
recentphotos. Whatsapp 9961730912

Invite marriage proposals for their born-
again, Christian with strong faith in God,
baptized son 29 years, (01/03/1996), Age
Height - 5.8'. Master's Degree in Computer
Application. Currently employed as an
Infrastructure Specialist at Kyndryl in
Bangalore. We are originally from Thrissur,
Kerala. Contact: 9757308174

Maharashtrian Pentecostal Parents settled
in Khopoli, Maharashtra invite proposal for
their son date of birth 28.09.1996. Height -
5.5, | have a minor handicap, Education -
12th, Fitness Instructor, Nutrition Consul-
tant. Seeking alliance from Parents of
eligible pentecostal girls.

Father Contact - 9561568308
Pastor No.: 9307937088

Maharashtrian Pentecostal Parents from
Ratnagiri, Maharashtra invite proposal for
their daughter date of birth 20.06.1997,
Height - 5.1, Education - Graduate in
Commerce, Occupation - Accountant.
Currently residing at Vile Parle, Mumbai.
Middle class family. Looking for God
fearing, Baptized & Spiritfilled partner.

Contact :
9920833741, 9823147073

Maharashtrian Pentecostal Parents invite
proposal for their daughter date of birth
11.11.1984, Height - 5'4". Education - MA,
B.Ed. SET (English), Occupation -
Assignment Professor in Engineering
Institute. Seeking alliance from Parents of
eligible Pentecostal boys.

=

3
o 7 ‘
/ 1
/ y
i / L

Contact : 9823147073

Invite marriage proposals for their
baptized son Dr. Amir Govind Chavan
Birth Date : 20/02/1995, Age : 29, Weight -
70 kg, Height - 5.9° Occupation - BAMS
(self employed), 2 Clinics at Thane.
Father- Govind Pandurang Chavan
(Pastor), Mother - Kesharbai Govind
Chavan (house wife), Siblings-2 Sisters
(married)

Contact - 9967764684 (Father).

Invite marriage proposals for their baptized,
daughter, Nazima Mohammad Sayyed,
Ramabai Colony Ghatkopar. DOB
:12/07/1989, Education qualifications :
Bachelor of Arts, Church name: Indian
Pentecostal Church Ghatkopar. Pastor
Name: Thomas M. M., Baptism 10 year
Church : Ghatkopar Ramabhai Colony.

Contact No.: 9004583417

Maharashtrian Pentecostal Parents settled
in Ratnagiri, Maharashtra invite proposal
for their daughter date of birth 31.10.1986,
Education-12th, Diploma in Biblical
theology. Seeking alliance from Parents of
eligible pentecostal boys.

Contact :
9769851122, 9823147073

Pentecostal parents invite proposals for
their daughter 28 / 5.3 ft., B.A. / B.Ed.
Profession - Teacher, Born again Baptized,
seeking proposals from parents fo Born
Again, Baptized non ornamental and
professionally qualified boys from India or
Abroad. Please respond with details and
recent photos.

Parents Contact No :
7715031272 / 9892801242

Invite marriage proposals for their
baptized, daughter, Ashuta Gajanan
Manvatkar, Age 22 yrs., Height - 5. 00 ft,
belongs to Hindu background, saved,
baptized, born and brought in Ghatkopar
Mumbai, Qualification: 12th. Doing jobin
Private sector.

Contact :
+91 8291174631, +969 9812372
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Evg. Varghese Kollakompil
Mission Director, IPC Maharashtra State
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enes from Jalgaon District of IPC Maharashtra

e

Vacation Bible School at Jalgaon
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Br. Rufose teaching in a Balwadi Interacting with villagers and
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Pastor Gulab Arya is with his church members
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Scenes from Behaviour Building School at Amaravati of IPC Maharashtra
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