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“Words of our
mouth” include

our sermons,
teachings, daily

conversations
and public

worship. If these
external

demonstrations
do not emerge
from a sincere

heart, they are all
vain offerings in
the presence of

God. They will
not be

acceptable
sacrifices to Him.

"Words of our mouth,
Meditation of our heart"

The ability to communicate with others
through spoken words is a wonderful gift of God
given only to human beings - the Crown of His
creation. It means that others can hear and
understand your words. In spite of all the
modern technological advancements and
computer aided scanning instruments, no man
or machine is capable of reading other's
thoughts! But, certainly the Almighty God can!
King David who composed the psalm knew it
for sure. He also knew that he could not please
such an all-knowing God if both his thoughts
and words were not in unison with each other.
Even if a person is able to disguise his evil
thoughts by uttering sweet words, he will not
be able to please God because God looks at
the heart and discerns one’s intentions.

“Words of our mouth” include our sermons,
teachings, daily conversations and public
worship. If these external demonstrations do
not emerge from a sincere heart, they are all
vain offerings in the presence of God. They will
not be acceptable sacrifices to Him. The
psalmist understood this profound truth: God
sees what others cannot - the interior life. Our
Lord has even pronounced a dire warning
regarding the great importance of the words that
come out our mouth: “But I say to you that for
every idle word men may speak, they will give
account of it in the day of judgment. For by
your words you will be justified, and by your
words you will be condemned” (Matthew
12:36,37).

Our Lord is a shining example of the right
way of using the spoken word.

1. His words were words of inspiration. See
how He talks to the two disciples who are
walking to Emmaus totally in despair and
disillusionment. His talk inspired them to regain

"Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of
my heart be acceptable in Your sight,

O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer"
(Psalm 19:14)

their courage and return to Jerusalem. “And they
said to one another, “Did not our heart burn
within us while He talked with us on the road,
and while He opened the Scriptures to us?” So
they rose up that very hour and returned to
Jerusalem” (Luke 24:32,33).

2. Our Lord’s words were words of
illumination, spreading wisdom and knowledge
in a dark world. The Gospel writer Matthew
describes the ministry of Jesus in Zebulun and
Naphtali: “The people who sat in darkness have
seen a great light, And upon those who sat in
the region and shadow of death, Light has
dawned” (Matthew 4:16).

 As the people of the Lord, we are expected
to use our words to build up others and not to
hurt them. “Let your speech always be with
grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know
how you ought to answer each one” (Colossians
4:6). Apostle Paul exhorts believers: “Now
we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are
unruly, comfort the faint hearted, uphold the
weak, be patient with all” (1 Thessalonians
5:14).

Our words should be words of consolation.
As the wise King Solomon aptly describes: “A
word fitly spoken is like apples of gold In
settings of silver” (Proverbs 25:11). What a
magnificent comparison! It suggests something
both beautiful and priceless - pointing to a divine
opportunity placed before us to be used wisely.
Another wise statement of King Solomon is:
"A man has joy by the answer of his mouth,
And a word spoken in due season, how good it
is" (Proverbs 15:23).

Let our words be words of advice and
encouragement spoken at the right time when
it is most needed - that is timely, wise, and
appropriate.
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Some conversations I had with Pentecostal
youth leaders in India during my last visit really
shocked me. They reported that the
participation rate of the post-Covid generation
of young people in the life and activities of the
classical Pentecostal churches (IPC, AG, COG,
etc.) is significantly low. A major decline was
evident in the young people’s attendance in
regular worship services and even area-wide
youth functions, they reported. When asked if
this is uniquely a post-Covid phenomenon, the
youth leaders stated that this trend had begun
before the arrival of Covid-19.

I asked the young leaders why they thought
this was occurring. I was
somewhat surprised by
the causes they listed:

(1) Pastors do not
pay attention to the
spiritual growth of young
people,

(2) Pastors do not
preach Pentecostal
doctrines with strong
biblical evidence,

(3) There is no
opportunity to sincerely
ask questions and seek
answers regarding Pentecostal teachings and
practices,

(4) Worship services are overly emotional
and spirituality disconnected with the real life
and challenges of the young people,

(5) Leaders at different levels do not practice
what they preach and in many cases conduct
themselves contrary to their own proclamations,

(6) Relationships in the church in general
and intergenerational relationships in particular
are superficial,

(7) Too much politics in the church
resembles the world’s political practices.

I thought this was a situation unique to
Pentecostal young people in India. However,

upon my return from India, I received a call from
an Indian-American young man who left his
Pentecostal church to join the Orthodox church.
He told me that he left the Pentecostal church
because Pentecostals are theologically
bankrupt, Pentecostal pastors are ignorant men
with no real spiritual authority like the Orthodox
priests, and Pentecostal worship is sheer
emotionalism. With great conviction in his voice,
he stated that the Orthodox Church is the only
true Christian church in the world.

The Pentecostal young people in India who
disengage from the classical Pentecostal
churches and the young man in America who

departed from his
Pentecostal church are
not bad people. They had
some bad experiences,
and they are reporting a
deep disappointment
with the Pentecostal
churches they attended
which is manifesting as
complaint, complacency,
contempt, or exodus.
Surely, somebody –
parents, teachers and/or
pastors - failed them!

Some of these young people are spiritually
wounded, needing more healing than a
conversion to another Christian tradition. In
addition to reaching out to them in healing ways,
we should respond to the seven reasons for this
disillusionment given by the youth leaders I met
in India.

(1) Pastors must pay attention to the spiritual
growth of young people: It is easy to delegate
the responsibility for the spiritual growth of young
people to the youth pastor or other young
leaders because of the pastor’s senior stage of
life or feeling of inadequacy. The pastor does
not have to replace youth leaders, but he must
let the young people know in word and deed
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Some of these young people are
spiritually wounded, needing more

healing than a conversion to
another Christian tradition. In

addition to reaching out to them in
healing ways, we should respond

to the reasons for this
disillusionment.

Pastors must
pay attention to
the spiritual
growth of young
people. he must
let the young
people know in
word and deed
that he is
concerned about
them and must
try to develop a
relationship of
love, support,
and
accountability
with them.
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that he is concerned about them and must try
to develop a relationship of love, support, and
accountability with them without
micromanaging their spiritually insignificant
cultural practices.

 (2) Pastors and Bible teachers must preach
and teach Pentecostal doctrines with strong
biblical evidence: It is easy to assume that
young people coming from Pentecostal homes
know Pentecostal doctrines, but this is not true
in every case. Preach and teach as if they do
not know what you believe and why you believe
it. Pastors and teachers must find time to
include teachings on salvation, baptism in
water, baptism in the
Holy Spirit, discipleship,
spir itual growth and
formation and holy living
on a regular basis.
Present the teaching
messages with strong
biblical support.
Decrease the number of
weekly church meetings
and increase
participation, giving
pastors time to study
and prepare thoughtful
and anointed messages.

(3) Give opportunities to sincerely ask
questions regarding Pentecostal teachings and
practices: No, don’t convert worship services
into Q&A sessions, but have forums in youth
meetings and other functions to discuss the
teachings and practices of the Pentecostal
churches. Mature believers or ministers who DO
NOT have all the answers must respond to the
questions from youth. Only persons who can
say “I don’t know the answer to that but will

look up or check with someone” should
participate as responders. It is better to have a
panel of such people than one big-name expert
to handle this.

(4) Keep worship services lively but the meat
of the Word must be given priority: Discourage
habitual no-new-news testimonies in the
services. Some pastors and many popular
convention speakers are more interested in
aerobic exercise of the listeners than spiritual
exercises. This tendency should be
discouraged.

(5) Practice what we preach, knowing that
our young people are watching us: Let us stop

conducting ourselves
contrary to our own
proclamations.

(6) Strengthen
relationships within the
church: Give
opportunities to develop
relationships within the
congregation. Create
contexts (meetings,
events, functions, etc.)
where intergenerational
relationships can
develop. Our young
people need mature

mentors who can guide them in both secular
and spiritual matters.

(7) Stop imitating the world’s politics: All
human organizations are political. All work
places have politics. However, the church is both
an organization and an organism at the same
time. Value the church as an organism and
avoid having too much politics resembling the
world’s political practices. FOR THE SAKE OF
CHRIST, let some political ambitions go!

Pastors and Bible teachers must
preach and teach Pentecostal
doctrines with strong biblical

evidence: It is easy to assume that
young people coming from
Pentecostal homes know

Pentecostal doctrines, but this is
not true in every case. Preach and
teach as if they do not know what
you believe and why you believe it.

Pastors and
teachers must

find time to
include

teachings on
salvation,

baptism in
water, baptism

in the Holy
Spirit,

discipleship,
spiritual growth

and formation
and holy living

on a regular
basis. Present

the teaching
messages with

strong biblical
support.

"Before there can be fullness there must be emptiness. Before God can fill us with Himself we must
first be emptied of ourselves"

"Faith is not a conclusion you reach...it's a journey you live"
"The purpose of God isn't to save us from Hell. The purpose of God is to make us like Christ"

"The driver on the highway is safe not when He reads the signs, but when He obeys them"
"What's closest to your heart is what you talk about, and if God is close to your heart,

you'll talk about Him"
"God's Word is true whether we believe it or not. Human unbelief cannot alter the character of God"

"Anything God has ever done, he can do now. Anything God has ever done anywhere, he can do
here. Anything God has ever done for anyone, he can do for you"

Quotes by Rev. A.W. Tozer
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We have seen people devalued or dismissed
because of what they have been through in life.
The reason might be because of what they have
done to others or what others have done to
them in the past. While in a consignment store,
you might have noticed valuable items at deeply
discounted prices; you just must know what
you are looking for. Jesus our Lord has that
kind of eyes with absolute discernment.

In the gospel of Luke 22:32 we read: ‘when
you are converted, strengthen your brethren’.
Jesus foreknew Peter will deny Him at high
priest’s house. Peter
who walked closely with
Jesus for three years
was shocked when he
realized that he just
denied his Master. He
could not believe what
he did and was
devastated. His dreams,
as well as of the fellow
disciples, of a new era
with Jesus was
shattered. The brokenness he experienced was
beyond human explanation. Peter’s sorrow over
denying Jesus, and an uncertain future without
Jesus, ran so deep that he decided to go back
to his old job as a fisherman. The gossip around
the seashore seeing Peter back to fishing was
about a man who turned his back on his closest
friend Jesus, whom he called Master earlier.
Were Peter a pastor, we would have called for
his resignation. Hower, Jesus’ approach to this
situation was different from a human approach.
Peter was the person Jesus went looking for
first after resurrection. When Jesus saw Peter,
He never mentioned about the ‘denial’ episode.
Jesus reinforced Peter’s love for Him thrice.
Jesus looked beyond Peter’s failed past and
saw his future. For Jesus, Peter’s failure was
not a surprise. The weakness Peter overcame

John V. Samuel
Ph.D.

Houston, USA

May be 'down', but not 'out'
In the eyes of God

and the restoring grace he experienced became
his greatest witnessing tools which enabled him
to start a new movement in the name of his
Master. In the secular world we have witnessed
many ‘rising stars’ fall from popularity never to
rise again for their brief ill-advised actions and
remain permanently under condemnation. The
world remembers our mistakes and are
unforgiving.  Remember that you may be “down”,
but in Jesus’ eyes you’re not “out”.

In Acts 8:1-3 we read about apostle Paul’s
(formerly Saul) consent for the murder of

Stephen and the havoc
he unleashed toward
Christians and the
relentless persecution of
the new Sect (followers of
Jesus) prompted by his
zealous adherence to the
Jewish law.  What about
the memories of his
actions during the rest of
his life after Jesus
revealed Himself to him

on the Damascus Road? The stoning of Stephen
(Acts 7:58) and the hunting down of Christians
like animals were sealed into his visual cortex
as snapshots. When he closed his eyes, those
images could have haunted him for the rest of
his life. In Acts 9:15, the Lord tells Ananias
regarding Paul: “for he is a chosen vessel to
Me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and
kings, and the children of Israel. For I will show
him how much he must suffer for the sake of
my name”. Lord Jesus was pleased to choose
Paul as a chosen vessel despite his past. Jesus
saw the potential in Paul beyond his present
failures. Paul remembered his past actions and
the brokenness he experienced for the rest of
his life. The contemporary society labeled him
as a murderer and blasphemer. Paul called
himself the ‘chief of sinners’ (1 Timothy 1:15).

 Apostle Paul says: "But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace
toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet

not I, but the grace of God which was with me" (1 Corinthians 15:10)

Jesus’ approach to this situation
was different from a human

approach. Peter was the person
Jesus went looking for first after
resurrection. When Jesus saw

Peter, He never mentioned about the
‘denial’ episode.  Jesus reinforced

Peter’s love for Him thrice.

Lord Jesus was
pleased to
choose Paul as
a chosen vessel
despite his past.
Jesus saw the
potential in Paul
beyond his
present failures.
Paul remem-
bered his past
actions and the
brokenness he
experienced for
the rest of his
life. The
contemporary
society labeled
him as a
murderer and
blasphemer.
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Paul mentions a few times that he was the least
worthy to be called an apostle of Jesus (1
Corinthians 15:10, Ephesians 3:8, Galatians
1:15, 2:20). He writes: “By the grace of God, I
am what I am, and his grace to me was not
without effect, … yet not I, but the grace of
God that was with me.” (1 Corinthians 15:10
NIV). Perhaps, that’s why Paul appreciated the
grace of God so much.

Perhaps one of the most familiar instances
of moral failure and brokenness we read from
the Bible is about King David. We read from
Psalms 32 and 51 the extent of the misery and
discomfort King David went through after the
sin he committed with Bathsheba. His life was
being wasted away under the burden of the sin
he committed and hid. Before King David came
to repentance, he thought he could make his
actions go away. Sometimes we are like the
cartoon character Charlie Brown in Charles
Shultz’s Peanuts comic
strip, who once said, “I
think I ‘ve discovered the
secret of life – you just
hang around until you get
used to it”. The problem
is that you don’t get
better by just living; you
must be intentional about
it. No one improves by chance. Before for David
it was all “I”, “I”. Then he recognized he could
not hang around with his sins and get used to
it, only God could redeem him from this
miserable situation. God sent prophet Nathan
(2 Samuel 12) to confront King David. In short,
David understood what he had done, it stained
him and left a deep scar on his life. David
recognized nothing is hidden from God and he
confessed his sins before the Lord. However,
David could never forget the sin, though forgiven;
it was always before him (Psalm 52). Prophet
Nathan said to David, after he confessed and
repented: “The Lord also has put away your sin”.
For a reader it appears that the Heavenly Father
couldn’t wait for David’s prayer of repentance
from a broken and contrite heart. The pardon
from God he received was instant. Remember
the parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-24)
and how the ‘prodigal’ father ran to embrace
his remorseful and repenting son returning
home, and celebrating the event without any
retribution. God could have determined enough
was enough regarding each of us with our
reckless sinful lifestyles and brought an end to

our life on earth. Our God is ‘merciful and
gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy’
(Psalm 103:8). He is eagerly waiting for that
prayer of repentance from every sinner who is
under conviction. It is never too late for a new
beginning in God’s plan. The pardon from God
is without any wait time as He did for King David.
This gives a redeemed child of God to be overly
grateful how God saved you and erased all your
sins. However, memories of past remain and
are good, this keeps our human mind in check
from falling into past habits and sins (e.g. just
like pig wallowing in mud; dog eating the vomit).

Remember our past confessed sins do not
hinder our present walk with God, and our work
for the Lord. Brokenness is the place where
God stops us. True repentance come only by
God’s grace. This is the place where we
recognize that all our efforts to mitigate sins
we committed are sorely insufficient. God’s

grace allows us to be
crushed under the
weight of our own sins
like King David
experienced. This is the
place where we leave
our irreparable past
before God’s throne of
grace and move forward

to the future as Apostle Paul states ‘forgetting
those things of the past and reaching forward
to those things which are before’ (Philippians
3:13).

God forgives and forgets. He remembers
everything you have done right, forgetting
everything you’ve done wrong. Yet, while God
cannot remember our confessed sin, we have
a much harder time forgetting it. We tend to
remember our mistakes more readily than our
successes. That’s why it’s harder to forgive
ourselves than to receive God’s forgiveness. The
inability to forget the sin we have confessed is
part of our sin nature itself. Strong emotions,
such as shame, take sinful snapshots and
poster-size them. They get blown out of
proportion in the darkroom of the mind. The sin
indelibly writes its story on our suffering heart.

We are not talking about the verse in Psalm
103:12 (‘as far as the east is from the west He
has removed my sin’). He casts away our sins
to the sea of forgetfulness. But we, not so much.
That is not the way we are created. We do
remember. The images of our sinful actions
stored in memory will remain with us and haunt

God forgives and forgets. He
remembers everything you have done

right, forgetting everything you’ve
done wrong. Yet, while God cannot
remember our confessed sin, we

have a much harder time forgetting it.

David recognized
he could not

hang around with
his sins and get

used to it, only
God could

redeem him from
this miserable
situation. God
sent prophet

Nathan to
confront King

David. He
recognized

nothing is hidden
from God and he

confessed his
sins before the
Lord. Prophet

Nathan said to
David, after he
confessed and
repented: “The

Lord also has put
away your sin”.
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us throughout life. Sin can wreck hearts, homes,
plans, and people. But the good news is that
sin can never keep God from loving us or
reaching for us. God’s word promises “I, even
I, am He who blots out your transgressions for
My own sake; and I will not remember your sins”
(Isaiah 43:25 NKJV). “For I will be merciful to
their unrighteousness, and their sins … I will
remember no more” (Hebrews 8:12 NKJV). If
God turns a blind eye to confessed sin,
shouldn’t we? That doesn’t mean we deny our
sin or ignore it. If we underestimate our
sinfulness, we depreciate the grace of God.

Satan is called “the accuser of our brethren”
because he tries to remind us of everything,
we’ve done wrong. Satan wants all our emotional
energy to be spent on the past confessed and
forgiven sins and mistakes and to leave us with
nothing to dream God-
sized dreams or fulfill our
God-given assignment in
life. Satan doesn’t bother
us with our unconfessed
sins; but pinpoint to
confessed sins. That is
why these are false
accusations; the sins
have already been
acquitted. Only Holy
Spirit brings conviction
into our life regarding unconfessed sins. Note
that condemnation is feeling guilty over
confessed sin, whereas conviction is feeling
guilty over unconfessed sin. Conviction is the
way we get right with God and get on with our
lives. So, it is important for Christians to learn
to tune in to the convicting voice of the Holy
Spirit and to tune out the condemning voice of
the enemy. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all our unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9
NKJV). You cannot be tried twice for the same
sin. God doesn’t grade your sins like the legal
system, as misdemeanors and felonies. You
are either in sin or in Christ. All your sins have
been atoned for. The sinless Son of God took
the blame, took the hit, and took the fall for
you. The good news of the gospel is that sin
can never keep God from loving or reaching for
us. When the scribes and the Pharisees wanted
to execute the law given by Moses on a woman
caught in adultery by stoning her, Jesus had
mercy on her and brought her under conviction
and told her to ‘go and sin no more’ (John 8:11)..

Brokenness about our sin is appropriate
because our sin is an affront to our holy God.
Brokenness is not for you to feel bad.
Brokenness is to get you in the place where
you understand the magnitude of God’s grace
and mercy and for a deeper relationship with
Him. He halts our progress in sinful ways and
makes us go the other way. Brokenness is the
off-ramp experience, where we get off. God stops
us, halts us to see the end we will come to if
we continue in this path. It is the place we repent
of our sinful actions. Godly sorrow leads to
repentance and salvation, unlike worldly sorrow
which leads to despair. It is the process by which
God strips us of pride and self-sufficiency so
that the character of Christ can shine through.
This is a place where you recognize that you
cannot fix this issue by yourself. If we are not

broken over our sin, we
will have a f lippant
attitude toward sin.
Famous deist Anthony
Collins reflects “When
God is all you have; God
is all you need”. The very
first question Apostle
Paul on the Damascus
Road asked Jesus who
revealed to him was
‘What shall I do’?  The

Philippian jailer under conviction asks Paul and
Silas ‘what must I do to be saved’ (Acts 16:30).
In the gospel of Luke chapter 3 we read people
from all walks of life asking, John the Baptist,
under the conviction of their sin, ‘what shall we
do’ to be saved. Brokenness in life leads to
blessing. The truth is, God must break each of
us in different areas to use us. [e.g., bad habits,
stubborn wills, inflated egos, evil thoughts,
crippling fears, secret prejudices, misguided
ambitions; and the list is endless]. God will do
whatever it takes to break you of self-sufficiency.
If we cannot remember our sins, a kind of
spiritual amnesia, we wouldn’t be warned against
doing them again; like someone who forgot the
fire is hot. God gives us the gift of memory of
our sins so that it continues to remind us of the
consequences. Let us own the memories of our
forgiven sins to remind us continuously God’s
grace toward us and testify His goodness and
never to fall back again. Just as God has
repeatedly extended His grace to us when we
have fallen short of the mark, He is calling us to
extend that same grace to others.

Satan doesn’t bother us with our
unconfessed sins; but pinpoint to

confessed sins. That is why these are
false accusations; the sins have

already been acquitted. Only Holy
Spirit brings conviction into our life

regarding unconfessed sins.

Godly sorrow
leads to
repentance and
salvation, unlike
worldly sorrow
which leads to
despair. It is the
process by
which God strips
us of pride and
self-sufficiency
so that the
character of
Christ can shine
through. This is
a place where
you recognize
that you cannot
fix this issue by
yourself. If we
are not broken
over our sin, we
will have a
flippant attitude
toward sin.
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“Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in
departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is

called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of
sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of
our confidence steadfast to the end, while it is said: “Today, if you will

hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion”
(Hebrews 3:12-15)

The above passage gives us an important
application drawn for us from Israel’s experience
from Psalm 95:7-8, most of who hardened their
hearts and rebelled against God and the leaders
God had placed over them. The way to avoid
this is through mutual
exhortation. Especially in
days of difficulty and
distress, we should be
daily urging others not to
go back on their
Christian commitments.

Let us understand
that serious losses are
awaiting unbelieving
believers who refuse to
listen to God and
hardens their hearts

There’s SOMETHING that we need
to DO ‘TODAY’!

deliberately. People with hard hearts know the
truth but resist it and refuse to obey it. They
know that God chastens disobedient children,
but they almost defy God to act. They think
they can sin and get away with it. The first step

toward a hard heart is
neglect of the Word of
God (Hebrews 2:1–4),
not taking it seriously. It
is either “hearing” or
“hardening.”

Christ saves
completely those who
come to God through
Him (7:25), but we must
guard our own and each
other’s endurance by
encouraging one another

The way to avoid this is
through mutual

exhortation. Especially in
days of difficulty and

distress, we should be
daily urging others not to
go back on their Christian

commitments
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as the author does throughout this letter (13:22).
This is an important stronghold to resist the
temptation of sin, the
world and Satan.
C o n s t a n t
encouragement in the
midst of a caring
fellowship will help
believers remain faithful
to God.

The writer of Hebrews
tells us that there is
something we need to do
todayand every day of our
lives – we need to exhort
others and receive
exhortation from others based on God’s Word
on a daily basis. The great benefit from this is

that our hearts will not become hardened through
sinning before God on a constant basis. Through

mutual exhortation only
we can remain true to
God and His Holy Word!

“Let us hold fast the
confession of our hope
without wavering, for He
who promised is faithful.
And let us consider one
another in order to stir up
love and good works, not
forsaking the assembling
of ourselves together, as
is the manner of some,
but exhorting one

another, and so much the more as you see the
Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:23-25).

The writer of
Hebrews tells
us that there is
something we
need to do
todayand every
day of our lives
– we need to
exhort others
and receive
exhortation from
others based on
God’s Word on
a daily basis.
The great
benefit from this
is that our
hearts will not
become
hardened
through sinning
before God on a
constant basis.

This is an important
stronghold to resist the

temptation of sin, the world
and Satan. Constant

encouragement in the
midst of a caring fellowship
will help believers remain

faithful to God.

"Some Christians try to go to heaven alone, in solitude. But believers are not compared to bears or
lions or other animals that wander alone. Those who belong to Christ are sheep in this respect, that

they love to get together. Sheep go in flocks, and so do God’s people”  ~ Charles Spurgeon
“I want the whole Christ for my Saviour, the whole Bible for my book, the whole Church for my

fellowship, and the whole world for my mission field”  ~ John Wesley
“Fellowship means among other things that we are ready to receive of Christ from others. Other

believers minister Christ to me, and I am ready to receive”  ~ Watchman Nee

Quotes on "Fellowship"
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One danger in the Christian life is that we
begin measuring God’s faithfulness by things
that do not last. We look for what can be seen,
owned, and secured. We want quick answers
and visible results. But Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob show us a different kind of faith. Their
story is not mainly about comfort or immediate
possession. It is about trusting God for what is
greater than what can be held now. It is about a
promise handed down from one generation to
another, teaching God’s people to anchor their
hearts in what is eternal.

Abraham’s story began with a personal call
from God, but it was never meant to remain
private. What God spoke to Abraham was to
be believed, obeyed, remembered, and passed
on. Genesis presents Abraham not only as the
receiver of promise, but also as the one through
whom the knowledge of God was to continue
in his household. In Genesis 18:19, God says
that He knew Abraham so that he would
command his children and his household after
him to keep the way of the Lord, to do
righteousness and justice. Abraham was not
chosen merely to enjoy a promise for himself.
He was called to become the kind of man whose
life would lead others toward God.

That matters because every generation is
tempted to reduce God’s blessing to earthly
advantage. We assume that if God has spoken,
the proof must be visible gain. But Abraham’s
life tells another story. He received astonishing
promises, yet he lived as a stranger in the very
land that was promised to him. He trusted while
waiting. He believed while still lacking much of
what had been spoken. He lived by faith in what
was eternal, not by sight in what was temporary.

Isaac stepped into that same story. He did
not have to guess what God had told Abraham,
because Abraham was meant to teach what
he had heard. But Isaac’s faith was not built on
second hand religion alone. God Himself
appeared to Isaac and confirmed the same
promise. In Genesis 26, the Lord told Isaac that

The Blessing That Teaches Us to Live

For What Lasts

Pastor
Stephen Thomas

Dallas, USA He  would be with him, bless him, and establish
the oath sworn to Abraham. God did not give
Isaac a different message. He reaffirmed the
same covenant word. Isaac stood in continuity
with Abraham, not just by blood, but by faith in
the same God and trust in the same promise.

This is how living faith moves from one
generation to the next. It is not sustained by
tradition alone or by family identity. It is preserved
when truth is taught and when hearts rest on
the God who speaks. Abraham taught. God
confirmed. Isaac received. That pattern still
speaks to us. If we want  the next generation to
know the Lord, we cannot hand them only
culture or religious language. We must hand
them the truth of God and teach them to value
what is unseen and eternal more than what is
immediate and passing.

The same line continues with Jacob. Isaac
did not merely wish him success. He
deliberately passed on what Genesis calls “the
blessing of Abraham” in Genesis 28:3-4. That
expression matters. It shows that the covenant
was known, named, and consciously handed
down.

What is striking is that Scripture speaks
here of “the blessing” in the singular. That does
not mean the promise had only one part. It
means the whole promise was one united gift
of grace in the purpose of God. The Abrahamic
promise included offspring, land, multiplication,
and a people formed by God. Yet beneath all
those outward features was one central reality:
God was moving forward His saving purpose.

That becomes even clearer as Scripture
unfolds. In Genesis 12:2, God tells Abram that
he will be a blessing. In Genesis 22:18, God
says that in Abraham’s seed all the nations of
the earth shall be blessed. Even early in the
story, the promise reaches beyond one family.
It moves toward the nations. The blessing was
never meant to make people cling to earthly
privilege. It was always moving toward the wider
purpose of God.

"By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with
Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; for he waited for the city

which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God" (Hebrews 11:9,10)
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The New Testament makes this plain. In
Galatians 3:14, Paul says that the blessing of
Abraham comes upon the Gentiles through
Christ Jesus. In Galatians 3:16, he shows that
the promises made to Abraham and his seed
reach their fullest meaning in Christ. The
promise was always more than land, ancestry,
or earthly continuity. It was moving toward
Christ, in whom the blessing would overflow to
the nations.

That is why Genesis 15:6 is so important.
Abraham believed the Lord, and it was counted
to him for righteousness. At that moment
Abraham was troubled because he had no son.
God answered by promising descendants as
numerous as the stars. Yet the text does not
say Abraham was  counted righteous because
he would have a child. It says he believed the
Lord. That is where righteousness was
reckoned. Abraham trusted the God who
speaks and promises, the God who gives what
man cannot produce. His standing before God
did not rest on visible achievement. It rested on
faith.

This becomes practical for us. Many
believers say they trust God, but their peace
rises and falls with temporary things. Abraham’s
life calls us to something stronger. True faith
feeds on the word of God, rests on the character
of God, and learns to wait for what is real even
when the visible world feels slow or uncertain.

Hebrews 11 helps us here. It says Abraham
lived in the land of promise as in a foreign
country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob,
heirs with him of the same promise. Then it
explains why: he was waiting for the city which
has foundations, whose builder and maker is
God. Later we are told that Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob confessed that they were strangers
and pilgrims on the earth. They were heirs of
promise, yet they lived like pilgrims. They had
promises from God, yet they did not mistake
the temporary for the ultimate.

That is a lesson many Christians need to
recover. We are too easily impressed by what
fades and too easily discouraged when
temporary things disappoint us. We often act
as though visible success is the clearest sign
of divine favor. But the patriarchs remind us that
a man can walk with God, hear from God,
believe God, and still live in tents. He can have
promise without yet having possession. He can
be rich in faith while poor in visible proof.

Jacob learned that same lesson. When he

stood before Pharaoh, he described his life as
the days of his pilgrimage. He understood that
he too was a sojourner. His life was not built on
permanent earthly settlement. He walked under
the same promise Abraham had received, yet
he too lived as one still journeying.

This should encourage every believer who
feels delayed or burdened by unfinished parts
of life. Perhaps you have obeyed God and still
feel like you are waiting. Perhaps you have
trusted Him and still do not see the fullness of
what you hoped for. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
say otherwise. They show us that God’s
promises are often held first in the heart before
they are seen in the hand.

That is also why the promise must never be
reduced to earthly entitlement. If we read
Abraham only as a man securing territory, we
miss the spiritual weight of his story. If we read
Isaac only as an heir of land, we miss the depth
of what he received. If we read Jacob only as a
man advancing a family line, we miss the pilgrim
spirit of his life. The blessing they carried was
real, but it was not exhausted by temporal
things. It pointed to righteousness by faith, to
the faithfulness of God, and finally to Christ
Himself.

And here is the great encouragement for the
church today: the eternal things are the lasting
things. Houses decay. Wealth shifts. Influence
rises and falls. Bodies weaken. Nations change.
Every earthly structure is temporary. But the
word of God endures forever. The righteousness
given by grace does not fade. The inheritance
kept by God cannot be corrupted. Christ does
not fail. His kingdom does not weaken. His
promise does not expire. That is where believers
must build.

So let us learn from Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. Let us receive God’s word seriously,
pass it on faithfully, and refuse to judge God’s
goodness by temporary conditions alone. Let
us hold loosely what fades and hold tightly what
lasts.

In the end, the blessing that mattered most
was not something they could fully own in their
lifetime. It was something they believed, walked
in, handed down, and awaited. It was bound up
with God’s eternal purpose, and it reached its
fullness in Christ. So do not build your faith on
what can disappear. Build on what is eternal.
Build on the promise of God. Build on Christ.
Only what is rooted in Him will stand when all
that is temporary passes away.

And here is the
great
encouragement
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today: the eternal
things are the
lasting things.
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ANew Series of
Bible Study

A Study on the Book of
James (Part 18)

Rev. K.M. Varghese

"Wisdom from above”

This section begins with a
question. Just as godliness and faith
cannot be separated from works,
James makes clear that wisdom also
has works. Here the wisdom from
above is being defined and explained
in terms of its marks and its character.
The passage ends by speaking of
sowing the seed of peace and reaping
the fruit called righteousness: “Who is
wise and understanding among you?
Let them show it by their good life, by
deeds done in the humility that comes
from wisdom” (3:13, NIV).

Meekness

Among them there were those who
lacked wisdom (1:5), and from this
verse we understand that there were
also some who claimed that they were
wise and understanding. Mere claims
cannot prove wisdom and
understanding; wisdom has a mark,

“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds
done in the humility that comes from wisdom. But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish

ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such ‘wisdom’ does not
come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where you have envy and
selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. But the wisdom that comes
from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and

good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of
righteousness” (James 3:13–18, NIV)

and that mark is meekness. The Greek
word is prautçs. James already used
this word at the beginning of the letter
(1:21). Many have not grasped
meekness in its true sense; it is not
the mark of the weak but of the strong.
A weak person must take a meek
posture before one who is strong; there
is no other way. But a strong person
has no need to be meek before the
weak, because he has the power to
overcome him. Among the Greeks this
word was understood properly in
connection with athletic contests and
philosophy: when an athlete or
philosopher, though easily able to
defeat an opponent, still chooses a
calm, restrained approach, that
attitude is meekness.

In the Jewish view, wisdom is
directed God ward and man ward; the
sign of that wisdom is prautçs. The
Lord taught, “Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth” (Matthew

5:5, NIV). “Let them show it by their
good life, by deeds done in the humility
that comes from wisdom” (James 3:13,
NIV). For James’s central themes -
godliness, faith, and wisdom - “Who
is wise and understanding among you?
Let them show it by their good life, by
deeds done in the humility that comes
from wisdom. But if you harbor bitter
envy and selfish ambition in your
hearts, do not boast about it or deny
the truth. Such ‘wisdom’ does not come
down from heaven but is earthly,
unspiritual, demonic. For where you
have envy and selfish ambition, there
you find disorder and every evil
practice. But the wisdom that comes
from heaven is first of all pure; then
peace-loving, considerate, submissive,
full of mercy and good fruit, impartial
and sincere. Peacemakers who sow
in peace reap a harvest of
righteousness” (James 3:13–18, NIV)
- works are essential, just as wax is
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essential to the light of a candle.
Christian meekness is not a

solitary character trait; good conduct
and works accompany meekness.
Good conduct is the Christian way of
life. Peter too joins meekness with
good conduct (1 Peter 3:15–16). Even
when the tongue keeps silent, good
conduct speaks aloud (1 Peter 3:1–
2). When he speaks of the conduct of
Christian women within the home,
purity and meekness again appear
together (1 Peter 3:2,4). Wisdom is
love and reverence toward God; its fruit
is good conduct. Meekness is the
mark of mature wisdom that produces
good conduct and good works. It is not
enough merely to suppose that one has
wisdom; James calls his readers to
prove it through their works.

Jealousy and selfish ambition

“But if you harbor bitter envy and
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not
boast about it or deny the truth”
(James 3:14, NIV). Another rendering
says, “But if you harbor bitter envy and
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not
boast about it or deny the truth” (NIV).

The word for envy or jealousy
is zçlos. In the Bible this word is used
in a good sense (“zeal,” John 2:17;
Acts 18:25; 2 Corinthians 9:2) and in
a bad sense (“envy”). Usual meanings
for zçlos include burning, heat, blazing,
boiling. James uses it here in the
sense of burning envy. The episodes
where Cain envied Abel, Joseph’s
brothers envied Joseph, Saul envied
David, and Haman envied Mordecai
would have been in James’s mind.
According to one Islamic tradition
about Abel’s death, Cain’s twin sister
was Aclima and Abel’s twin sister was
Jumela. Adam wished Cain to marry
Jumela and Abel to marry Aclima, but
Cain disliked this. Adam then told them
to offer a sacrifice so that God’s will
might be known. God did not accept
Cain’s sacrifice and the envious Cain
killed Abel - that is how the story runs.

Envy shoots bullets at others but
ends up wounding the one who envies.

There once lived a wrestler in a Greek
land who envied the world champion
of his time. One day the champion
died, but the wrestler’s envy did not
subside. Seeing the statue that had
been set up in honor of the champion,
he decided one night to wrestle with
it. He wrestled; at last the statue fell -
on him. He died, and others simply set
the statue back in its place. The one
who envies is the one who loses. “Envy
is the enemy of honor” is a Latin
proverb. Shakespeare called envy “the
green sickness”. Philip Bailey said that
envy is a heart that has come up from
hell.

The word for selfish ambition
is eritheia. Its basic sense is “working
for wages”. Once people labored
sincerely and then received wages. But
as people began to work without

sincerity, driven by self ish
ambition, eritheia came to signify self
seeking. Envy and selfish ambition are
centered on self; they are not the
wisdom from God. Instead of
meekness, what is seen among
people is self interest. Their claim that
they are wise and understanding
becomes mere boasting and lying
against the truth. “Such ‘wisdom’ does
not come down from heaven but is
earthly, unspiritual, demonic” (James
3:15, NIV).

James sets in front of us two kinds
of wisdom with opposite characters.
The wisdom from above begins in God,
learns what is of God, and leads back
to God. The wisdom “from below”
begins with the devil, learns what is
demonic, and returns to the devil; it is
earthly and natural. “Earthly” names

what stands opposite the heavenly
(John 3:12; 1 Corinthians 15:40; 2
Corinthians 5:1; Colossians 3:2).
“Unspiritual” or “natural” is what stands
opposite the spiritual or glorified.

“For where you have envy and
selfish ambition, there you find
disorder and every evil practice” (James
3:16, NIV). Disorder and evil practice
cannot be separated; they are the mark
and the fruit of demonic wisdom. Divine
wisdom produces a good way of life;
demonic wisdom produces an evil way
of life. Just as God is not a God of
disorder (1 Corinthians 14:33), so divine
wisdom is not a wisdom of confusion.
The lifestyle that yields order and good
practices is the lifestyle of divine
wisdom.

The eight traits of wisdom

“But the wisdom that comes from
heaven is first of all pure; then peace
loving, considerate, submissive, full of
mercy and good fruit, impartial and
sincere” (James 3:17, NIV). In defining
the wisdom from above, James gives
a list of eight traits. Paul likewise sets
before believers eight qualities on
which they should fix their thoughts
(Philippians 4:8). James’s description
of wisdom resembles the eight
beatitudes in the Sermon on the
Mount. He explains the character of
wisdom in four pairs: purity and peace;
gentleness and submissiveness;
mercy and fullness of good fruit; the
absence of partiality and the absence
of hypocrisy.

The order is significant: first purity,
then peace; calm within, then
submissiveness without; mercy toward
others, good fruit within oneself;
impartiality toward humans,
genuineness before God.

Purity and peace

The wise king Solomon said of
wisdom: “Wisdom, like an inheritance,
is a good thing and benefits those who
see the sun. Wisdom is a shelter as
money is a shelter, but the advantage

The one who envies is the
one who loses. “Envy is the
enemy of honor” is a Latin

proverb. Shakespeare called
envy “the green sickness”.
Philip Bailey said that envy
is a heart that has come up

from hell.
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of knowledge is this: Wisdom
preserves those who have it”
(Ecclesiastes 7:11–12, NIV).

Wisdom from above preserves the
life of the wise person. Its first trait is
purity; only then comes peace. Peace
is not the forerunner of purity; rather,
purity comes first and peace follows.
The word used for purity is hagnos,
meaning holy, chaste, undefiled, clean
in character. Purity is the prelude to
peace. In the beatitudes Jesus
declares blessed both “the pure in
heart” and “the peacemakers” (Matthew
5:8–9, NIV), and there too the order is
first purity of heart, then peace. Purity
of heart is the condition for seeing God;
peace is the fruit of walking in
obedience and harmony with God.

An unclean way of life throws the
conscience off rhythm, shuts a person
into the prison of guilt, and thrusts
peace away. Joseph and Daniel
understood this. Generally, holiness
first and then peace is the order.
Though Hebrews does not stress the
sequence, it joins holiness and peace
together: “Make every effort to live in
peace with everyone and to be holy”
(Hebrews 12:14, NIV).

Gentleness and
submissiveness

Wisdom from above is also gentle
and submissive. The Greek word
translated “considerate” or “gentle”
is epieikçs, carrying meanings such
as gracious, courteous, respectful of
others’ feelings and thoughts. It shows
the depth of heavenly wisdom.
“Submissive” describes a temper that
is open to persuasion and ready to
yield. It is like receiving military
discipline without a spirit of rivalry. One
who keeps a submissive heart toward
God and God’s ordinances can enjoy
inner calm.

Mercy and good fruit

Heavenly wisdom is “full of mercy
and good fruit” (James 3:17, NIV). The
adjective “full” applies to both mercy

and good fruit. The Greek word for
mercy is eleos; it is not only an
emotion but an action. Its Old
Testament counterpart is hesed, that
covenant faithfulness and
lovingkindness of God that flows out
of a committed relationship.
God’s hesed is his loving, endless
mercy. The behavior of the good
Samaritan toward the wounded man
illustrates this mercy in its attitude,
form, and deed (Luke 10:30–37).

“Good fruit” points to good works.
Wisdom from above cannot be barren.
The “fruit of the Spirit” is listed
elsewhere (Galatians 5:22–23), but
here James does not list the individual
fruits. A wise person is like a good tree
heavy with fruit. Though the tree bears
its fruit in itself, others are the ones
who benefit from it. The wise person

not only shows mercy toward others
but also shares with them the
sweetness of good deeds.

Without partiality and without
hypocrisy

Wisdom from above is “impartial
and sincere” (James 3:17, NIV).
Having stated three pairs of traits
positively, James now speaks of the
last pair in negative terms. Wisdom
from above is adiakritos  and 
anupokritos: without partiality and
without hypocrisy. Adiakritos means
without discrimination or
favoritism; anupokritos means without
play acting, without a mask, genuine.
The term adiakritos is found only here
in the New Testament. To treat all
people justly without favoritism is to
be adiakritos. To stand before God and

people without a mask, keeping one’s
true self, is to be anupokritos.

The wise person’s life is not like
acting a role on a stage. It is genuine
and transparent. The wise person does
not carry wisdom about for display.
Wisdom is like a pen, a watch, or
spectacles that one carries for use.
Information can be memorized, but
wisdom is not like that; it is practical
understanding. Wisdom not only tells
a person what, in the end, ought to be
done in a given matter; it also shows
what should be done next.

Peace and righteousness

“Peacemakers who sow in peace
reap a harvest of righteousness”
(James 3:18, NIV). Paul too uses the
picture of sowing and reaping:

“Do not be deceived: God cannot
be mocked. A man reaps what he
sows. Let us not become weary in
doing good, for at the proper time we
will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let
us do good to all people, especially to
those who belong to the family of
believers” (Galatians 6:7, 9–10, NIV).

James compares peacemakers to
sowers. The seed they sow is peace;
the harvest they reap is righteousness.
Naturally we might think that sowing
peace would yield peace. Why then
does James speak of sowing peace
and reaping righteousness? The sons
of Korah sing, “Righteousness and
peace kiss each other” (Psalm 85:10,
NIV). Isaiah likewise says, “The fruit
of that righteousness will be peace”
(Isaiah 32:17, NIV). In the Jewish view,
righteousness and peace are not two
separate things; they are inseparable.
So, when righteousness is sown,
peace is reaped, and when peace is
sown, righteousness is reaped. The
writer to the Hebrews also says that
the peaceful fruit is righteousness
(Hebrews 12:11). Where there is
righteousness, there is peace
(Romans 5:1). For James, as with
purity and then peace, so it is
righteousness and then peace.

An unclean way of life
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