All these
struggles that we
undergo and all
the efforts that
we take to
establish our
identity become
irrelevant when
we pause for a
moment and turn
our attention to
what Christ has
done for us.

Elderly people
from our country
who are settled

abroad in other countries feel or even say that
they have lost their identity. They are probably
staying with their children and are quite
comfortable. But they are known to others, not
by their own names, but as parents of their
children! Thy have lost the identity that they
had in their own country. This is just an example
cited to point out a general situation.

We live in a world were many people are
searching for a sense of belonging to someone
or something. We live at a time when many are
experiencing an identity crisis. Even Christians
face the same problem today. In other words,
we don’t know who we are! We have lost our
identity! Many young people try to find their
identity from the latest fashions, trends or
popular expectations from their peers. Many
Christians try to gain their identity from their
family background, work or human relationships.

All these struggles that we undergo and all
the efforts that we take to establish our identity
become irrelevant when we pause for a moment
and turn our attention to what Christ has done
for us. The Eternal and Almighty God showed
His love towards us by sending His Son to die
for us on the cross to redeem us from eternal
damnation and make us His children. So, what
is our identity? We are God’s own children and
citizens of heaven! Our identity is established
through Jesus Christ. | ask myself: Who am 1?
What is my identity? The answer is: | am a
child of God. Any other citizenship or position
or family background or church affiliation or
anything else that the world values is of no
consequence or what Apostle Paul calls it

Identity Crisis?

“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that
we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not
know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are
children of God" (1 John 3:1,2)

died for us" (Romans 5:8). He longed to have a
relationship with us even before we became His
children!

b) We are entitled to a clean conscience:

Since our sins have been put away and
removed from us, and we are justified, that is,
made right with God, we are entitled to a clean
and undefiled conscience. “--- how much more
shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered Himself without spot to God,
cleanse your conscience from dead works to
serve the living God?” (Hebrews 9:13,14).

¢) We have peace with God.

This means that our relationship with God
has been restored and we can boldly enter His
presence with a clean conscience.

d) We are seated with Christ - a position of
authority:

To be seated refers to a place of authority.
Jesus is seated at the right hand of God, and
we are seated with Christ: “Raised us up
together, and made us sit together in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians
2:6)

e) Our citizenship is in heaven:

“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which
we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body
that it may be conformed to His glorious body”
(Philippians 3:20,21).

Thus we have the glorious hope of His
coming when He will transform our body to a
heavenly one suitable enough to live with Him
for ever!

| enjoy listening to the popular Hillsong
Worship song which so beautifully expresses
the thought:

“Who the Son sets free, Oh, is free indeed

Johnson gapage. I am a child of God, yes, | am
K. Samuel Consider our position for a moment in the I am chosen, not forsaken,
light:of the Word of God: | am who You say | am
a) We are loved by God the Father: In my Father’s house,
"But God demonstrates His own love toward There is a place for me
us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ I am a child of God” -
November 2018 2 Suvartha



God’s Challenges
In the Book of Job!

“Where were you when | laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding.
Who determined its measurements? Or who stretched the line upon it? To what were its
foundations fastened? Or who laid its cornerstone?" (Job 38:4-6)

Book of Job, though it is one of the ancient
books in the biblical literature, still it has
enormous messages for the believers of today
Job was an extraordinary man with significant
character even before Moses, perhaps a
contemporary of Abraham. A man with
exemplary conduct, so religious and who
maintained an intimacy with Jehovah in the
midst of a critical and terrible life situation. He
was an ardent devotee of the Almighty till his
last breath. This unusual book unveils
interesting truths through a dedicated person
of ancient period. The book provides profound
messages to the believers of all

we are not habituated to do so. From this
outstanding book we need to learn many
significant lessons. But here we focus only to
the challenges God raised in relation to the life
of this man of God.

First Challenge to Satan:

When Satan falsely brought accusation over
the life of this innocent and devoted man, God
took it as a challenge to prove that Satan is
completely wrong. Satan questioned the
commendation of God concerning His servant.
And also he blamed God for giving everything
to Job, so that he would live joyously with

reverence to the Lord. This

times. No one can simply push
to the corner the life of Job as if
it is just a story. The ever-
complaining and ever-
murmuring believers must listen
to the factual life of a person like
us who was deep -rooted in the
supernatural power of an unseen
God who magnanimously
interfered into a person’s life.
Such a man who lived with
tremendous wealth and respect

We are concerned
about our wealth and
other materials, not
realizing whether God is
with us or not. If the
presence of the Lord is
not with us, then who-
ever we are or whatever
we have, all things are
meaningless.

means provision of wealth and
health will enable men to worship
the Lord, otherwise they wouldn't.
On these accusations God

allowed dark storms to blow into
the life of Job and consequently
it took away everything except
his life. Obviously God trusted
Job, knowing that he would

never accuse God and alienate
Him. In these perplex situation,
Job, on the contrary to Satan’s

of the people around and even
gained a divine appreciation (ch. 1 & 29) became
naked and poor all of a sudden without his

knowledge. He lost his children, lost his

property, lost his health and almost became
lonely. He never knew about the dramatic

scenery behind all these unexpected incidents.
However, though he lost everything, he did not
abandon the reliance and relation with his God.
What an amazing and godly declaration he
uttered in the tragic tears of personal life,

“Naked | came from my mother’'s womb, and
naked shall | return there, the Lord gave, and
the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name
of the Lord” (1:21). Itis obviously a terrific blow
to the face of Satan who disgracefully accused
Job. This great realizationis very new to all of
us, because we are not able to profess our faith
in the Lord in such a grievous situation. In fact

words, he committed his life to
Almighty and accepted His Sovereign will.
Although he was sometimes wavering and
puzzled in this unnatural condition, most of the
time he was not concerned about lost wealth
or children. But regarding the presence of the
Lord, he did feel that he lost his God. This
thought made his heart overwhelmed with
sorrow and sadness (23:1-9). This distinct
understanding is a rare feeling today Many times
we are concerned about our wealth and other
materials, not realizing whether God is with us
or not. If the presence of the Lord is not with
us, then whoever we are or whatever we have,
all things are meaningless. Here in this episode
Satan utterly got defeated. God disapproved the
accusation of the liar and challenged all His
people to serve Him because He is Sovereign
and Satan is deceiver.

Pastor
Shibu Joseph
Navi Mumbai

Though he lost
everything, he did
not abandon the
reliance and
relation with his
God. What an
amazing and
godly declaration
he uttered in the
tragic tears of
personal life,
“Naked | came
from my mother’s
womb, and naked
shall | return
there, the Lord
gave, and the
Lord has taken
away; blessed
be the name of
the Lord”
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God absolutely
proved that He
is right, true and
righteous.
Moreover God
is in control of
all situations
and the day will
appear how the
Omniscient
God handles
the scenario
and reconstruct
and reinstate
His brilliant
plans for His
godly and
faithful ones.
The Lord
stupendously
proved every
one is wrong!!

Second Challenge to Job’s friends:

Secondly, God challenged the friends who
came to comfort suffering Job. They, after a
severe silence of seven days, began to talk.
However, they rather than bringing refreshment
to the heart of Job, started rediculing Job and
emphatically pointed out that all these afflictions
happened due to his sin and unjust acts (Chs.
4,8,11,15,18,22 etc.). They logically told that
an upright man would not go through such kind
of terrible problems. Suffering is not the part of
a godly man. These kinds of ideologies are
another contribution from devil. Even today
people, yes, even believers say the same thing!
Satan cunningly put these sort of words into
the mouth of many new generation preachers!!
But the Holy Bible does not say so.

Finally, God in response to these friends
began to deal with the situation. In fact, Job
was physically exhausted and mentally broken
over notonly of his unimaginable troubles but
false words of his friends. Chapter 38 unveils
the majestic appearance of God. God asked:
Who is this that obscures my plans with words?
This question is exlained further in ch. 42:7:
God tells Eliphaz, "I am angry with you and
your two friends because they did not speak
the truth about God, like Job". God even asked
them to bring sacrifices to the Lord, so that Job
will pray to God on behalf of them. Thus they
would be forgiven for their unreasonable words
against His servant. God in such a way
highlighted Job’s nobility and revealed His favour
to him. It was really a slap on the face of Job’s
mates. Before them the Lord vindicated Job by
restoring all things back to him. Thus the Lord
challenged the general perceptions of his
friends. Because God is not doing any mistake,
but rather wisely deals with His people for the
excellent plans. He is not acting according to
people’s concepts. What a great God we are
serving! Who can measure His wisdom? Can
any one go to the depth of His knowledge? (cf.
Romans 11:33-36).

Third Challenge to Job:

This is the more interesting and puzzling
part. When God appeared unto Job in whirl wind,
(ch. 38) He began to challenge Job’s knowledge.
God began to ask rhetorical questions to Job
and proved Himself that He was exceedingly
wiser than the wisest. Perhaps, Job in his tiny
knowledge thought that he was comparatively
wise and knowledgeable. This can happen to
any one of us! God declares that He is Great

Creatorand controller of everything. He governs
the vast universe in an orderly way and sustains
all from eternity to eternity. He is the supreme
source of wisdom, knowledge and
understanding. Men with their shallow wisdom
cannot estimate the greatness of Creator.
Surprisingly, the Divine oratory touches a few
natural sciences like, cosmology,
oceanography, meteorology, astronomy, etc.
When God put forward rhetoric questions related
to these sciences, Job really got astounded
about the unfathomable wisdom of Almighty.
Here, God is not pointing out the accusations
charged by Job’s friends and threatening him
but rather convincing him about the finiteness
of his knowledge as a human being and
encouraging him to confront with the magnitude
of His wisdom. Thus God challenged His
servant.

At the outset of God’s questions, Job really
became speechless. He admitted his failures
and again humbled himself before the glorious
presence of God (42:1-6). God in challenging
Job, placed him in the Sovereign will and
reestablished him in the blessings and
prosperity. God here conveys a message to all,
especially to friends of Job that trials and
sufferings are the inevitable part of godly life
and all have to accept God’s Sovereign plans.
Because He is all-knowing and all-powerful God,
to establish His noble purpose, He may twist
and turn the situations. God absolutely proved
that He is right, true and righteous. Moreover
God is in control of all situations and the day
will appear how the Omniscient God handles
the scenario and reconstruct and reinstate His
brilliant plans for His godly and faithful ones.
The Lord stupendously proved every one is
wrong!!

Dear readers, it is better to be challenged
by God some times in our life so that many
unwanted thoughts and feelings get collapsed.
We will recover from false accusations and even
from our own vain imaginations. Even a wise
man of ancient days, such as Job, became
speechless before the simple questions of
Almighty. Then what about us? If we are faithful
to God in spiritual matters, even enemy cannot
triumph over us and every accusation would be
disqualified. Almighty God will come down to
vindicate us! Of course, we may face certain
unpredictable situations, but the final triumph
will, certainly, belong to us!
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* Why is it Important
To PRAY?

“Stay awake at all times praying that you may have strength to escape all the things
that are going to take place and to stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21:36)

Prayer connects us with God. Prayer solves
problems. Prayer increases our faith. Prayer
makes us more powerful and saves us from
troubles. Sometimes, prayer is the only way
out. Sometimes, prayer is the only solution.
Sometimes, prayer is the only answer for our
hard questions. Prayer works better than all
other options for the problems of men, society
and this world.

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving, let your requests be known to
God. And the peace of God,
which surpasses all

all issues in our daily life. There is nothing
impossible for God; He will hear and answer us
as long as we are in His will and our prayers
submit to His Plan and are for His glory.
Where was it that Jesus sweat great drops
of blood? Not in Pilate’s Hall, nor on His way to
Golgotha. It was in the Garden of Gethsemane.
There, He prayed tearfully to the Father who
was able to save Him from death (Hebrews 5:7).
Prayer enabled Him to face the cross with
courage. Prayer is an integral part in our walk
with God. It is easier to preach about prayer
than to pray.
Jesus Christ prayed

understanding will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus” (Phil. 4:6-7). The Bible
says clearly that in every
situation, God will have the
answer and He is the answer.
Our biggest need is to know
God through prayer.
Communication with God is the
one need of the soul beyond all
other needs. Prayer is the
beginning of that
communication. God desires

Our biggest need is
to know God through
prayer. Communica-

tion with God is the
one need of the soul

beyond all other
needs. Prayer is the

beginning of that
communication. God
desires communica-
tion with His children.

constantly and He taught the
disciples about prayer. Just like
we go to an expert to learn
something such as how to
drive a car, operate a
computer, start a business or
fix something, we should learn
how to pray from Jesus Christ,
our expert in prayer. Jesus
prayed in connection with the
most significant events in His
life. His baptism (Luke 3:21),
choosing the disciples (Luke

communication with His
children. He wants us to know
Him and prayer is His method to accomplish
that. While God, in His grace, gives us many
things we request such as health, wealth,
peace, joy, healing, and even miracles, He also
offers us Himself. That is the ultimate reward of
prayer, which is communicating and communing
with the God of the Universe.

Prayer is hard work. It requires discipline,
dedication, commitment, faith, trust and deep
love to pray constantly and consistently. It is
strenuous, sometimes boring, time consuming
and it requires patience and concentration. We
must take prayer serious and set apart time
daily to talk to the one who is capable to solve

* Excerpt from the book, "The Power of
Prayer" - Reprinted with permission.

6:12), the transfiguration (Luke
9:28-29), and crucifixion (Luke
22:39-46). If Jesus had to pray during these
critical and important events, how much more
do we have to pray to overcome hurdles, face
incredible challenges and to defeat the evil plan
of the devil to fail our Christian journey.

The disciples not only realized the priority
of prayer in the life of Jesus, they were amazed
by what they saw and requested, “Lord, teach
us to pray”. This is the only record in the Bible
of the disciples asking Jesus to teach them
anything. They asked the expert in prayer not
to “Teach us a prayer” but “Teach us how to
pray”. Jesus responded to their request and
taught them how to pray.

Jesus gave us a blueprint for prayer, “Our
Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name. Your
kingdom come and your will be done on earth

Joseph Kurian
Houston, USA
Author:

"The Power of
Prayer"

Jesus prayed in
connection with
the most
significant events
in His life. His
baptism,
choosing the
disciples the
transfiguration,
and crucifixion.

If Jesus had to
pray during these
critical and
important events,
how much more
do we have to
pray to overcome
hurdles, face
incredible
challenges and to
defeat the evil
plans of the devil.
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When a Church
comes together
in one purpose,
spirit and one
accord, God will
be well pleased.
His power and
blessing will be
showered for the
progress, power
and production of
spiritual fruits.
When a Church
gathers to pray
earnestly, God
will touch the
members and
answer their
needs. He will
work miracles,
bring new souls,
and many great
spiritual
blessings will
come upon that
Church.

as itis in heaven’. First, pray about His person,
His program, and His purpose. Then, pray for
family, provisions, protection, for holy life,
forgiveness, deliverance, etc. We must pray for
the things that exalt His name, His kingdom
and His will. We must understand well who we
are communicating with and what the motives
are behind our request. His name should be
glorified and His purpose will be done always in
our lives. A prayerful man is a powerful person,
a prayerful family is a powerful family a prayerful
Church is a powerful church, and a prayerful
nation is a powerful nation.
.Jesus relied on prayeras a

increasing faith. It will also help one be closer
to God, understand His will and overcome any
adversities.

[l Itis an apostolic doctrine.

The Bible clearly says to pray without
ceasing (1 Thes. 5:16). Ephesians 6:18 says,
“Praying at all times in the spirit with all prayers
and supplication”. Colossians 4:2 says,
“Continue steadfastly in prayer being watchful
in it with thanksgiving”. Prayer has such a
significance in the life of any believer .
Throughout the Word of God, we can see many

instructions emphasizing the

importance of a prayerful life.

kind of spiritual recharging. After
a continuous ministry of
preaching to crowds and healing
the sick, He would withdraw to
an isolated place to pray. He
clung onto prayer as | lifeline to
know His Father’s will.
Communication is the key
and an essential element for a
successful relationship, project,
program, victory, better team
work, family life, good
education, good business, etc.

Communication is the
key and an essential
element for a success-
ful relationship, project,
program, victory, better
team work, family life, 1
good education, good
business, etc. in any
field, any place and
anywhere in the

universe. of

Prayer is a powerful weapon
against any enemy, it is the
solution for all problems and it
is the life line for a very strong,
stable and successful Christian
life.
It is a doctrine and
practice of the Church.
Prayer is an important
doctrine of the New Testament
Church. In the Book of the Acts
Apostles, prayer is

mentioned twenty eight (28)

in any field, any place and
anywhere in the universe. Many issues can be
solved easily with proper communication with
the proper person. If this is so, how vital is our
communication with the God of the universe.

Importance of Prayer:

[l Itis a command of Jesus Christ.

Jesus asked the disciples to pray and taught
them how to pray (Matthew 6:9). The word of
God instructed each believer to pray (Luke
21:36) “Stay awake at all times praying that
you may have strength to escape all the things
that are going to take place and to stand before
the Son of Man”. Jesus himself prayed for many
hours. Prayer will strengthen believers by

times. The Church prayed
constantly for answers and blessings. It was
the power and practice of the Apostolic Church
(Acts 2:42). When a Church comes together in
one purpose, spirit and one accord, God will be
well pleased. His power and blessing will be
showered for the progress, power and
production of spiritual fruits. When a Church
gathers to pray earnestly, God will touch the
members and answer their needs. He will work
miracles, healings, bring new souls, and many
great spiritual blessings will come upon that
Church. A Church that does not give emphasis
for prayer will be powerless, fruitless and dull;
eventually, many believers will spiritually die.

.

"Power of Prayer" by Joseph Kurian takes every reader to a deeper
understanding of the value, power and effect of prayer, presents a
clear picture of a loving and prayer answering God and discusses

why prayer is an integral part of the ongoing pursuit for a closer
relationship with God. Prayer must be a practice and a priority in
the life of every human being, especially the children of God.

For copies, contact:
Joseph Kurian

415 Banter Trails Dr. Houston, Texas 77049, USA
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Is there any age limit

Meditations from

"Ephesians''

For honoring our parents?

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and
mother,” which is the first commandment with promise: “that it may be well with you
and you may live long on the earth” (Ephesians 6:1-3)

As Apostle Paul

as if they are a layer

about to end his letter
to the church of
Ephesus, he veers
away from giving
general doctrinal
directions to the
believers as a whole,
and targets specific
relationships:

of dust on a table.
Dust weighs almost
nothing and can be
swept away with a
brush of the hand.
Dust is a nuisance
and an eyesore that
clouds any real
beauty the table might
have. Paul tells us

husband-wife (5:22-
33), children-parents
(6:1-3), fathers-children (6:4), and servant-
masters (6:5-9). Among these relationships,
children-parents relationship has been affected
greatly by a lifestyle that promotes a more
casual and friendly approach. Many children
do not respect or honor parents any more,
which may be due to many relevant factors.

However, when we examine the Bible, God
has clearly established some critical rules in
this relationship that

that such an attitude
should not be a part of how any child views his
or her parents, and for good reason. If we fail to
honor our parents, we not only do what is wrong
and dishonor God, but we also literally drain
ourselves of life!”

So, is there any age-limit for honoring
parents? In a recent devotion of ‘Our Daily Bread’
(dated Nov 11, 2011), the author (Dennis Fisher)
has emphasized that there is no age-limit for

honoring our parents:

does not change in our

“For young children,

post-modern age and
times. Children should
obey their parents ‘in the
Lord’ and ‘honor their
parents’ without any
restrictions. This is so
important for God that

God has clearly established some
critical rules in this relationship that
does not change in our post-modern
age and times. Children should obey
their parents ‘in the Lord’ and ‘honor
their parents’ without any restrictions.

this means obeying
parents. For teenagers,
it indicates showing
respect for Mom and
Dad even if you think
you know more than
they do. For young

He has purposely
included this relationship (unlike the others
mentioned above) in the “Ten Commandments’
and added a promise of longevity for obedience.
Apostle Paul has quoted this commandment
as he has also commanded all children to obey
and respect their parents...always.

In the book ‘The Gift of Blessing’, Gary
Smalley and John Trent write the following:

“When Paul tells us to honor our parents,
he is telling us that they are worthy of high value
and respect. Some people treat their parents

adults, this means
including your parents in your life. And for those
in middle-age and beyond, it means making
sure that parents are cared for as they move
into old age or their health declines”.

Let us strive to honor our parents all our lives
as God desires, knowing that their days are
numbered on this earth. As one New Testament
commentary says that to honor parents is to
“treat him/her with the deference, respect,
reverence, kindness, courtesy, and obedience
which his/her station in life...demands!” |

VI. From Chapter 6

Dr. Shibu
Cherian
D.Min., Ph.D.

is the Pastor

of Carolinas
Christian
Assembly in
Matthews, NC
that serves all
Asian Indians in
and around the
Charlotte area.
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President of
United in the
WORD
Ministries, Inc.
He is a certified
Clinical Chaplain,
a Bible Teacher
and a Premarital
Counselor. Visit
his ministry
website @ http:/
www.unitedinthe
word.com
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Mission Report

Another Visit With

Pastor Yonggi Cho

When | agreed to teach at a
seminary in South Korea, the
political conditions in the Korean
peninsula were fairly normal. |
began to have second thoughts
as tension began to escalate in
that region unexpectedly.
Fortunately, by the time my wife
Molly and | made the trip to
Korea, things seemed to have
calmed down. We were grateful
to go there at a relatively
peaceful time.

| was invited to speak at a

Mrs. & Dr. Thomson K. Mathew with
Pastor Yonggi Cho

greeted us saying, “l remember
you....”

Dr. Vinson Synan, then dean
of the seminary at Regent
University, was with me during
the last visit. | will never forget
that day’s conversation. Dr.
Synan is the son of a
Pentecostal Holiness bishop
and a historian of that
denomination. Dr. Cho told us
the story of his application to be
ordained by the Pentecostal
Holiness church when he was a

conference organized by the
alumni of Oral Roberts University
(ORU) in Korea and to teach a short
course at a Korean seminary. There
are 136 graduates with ORU D.Min.
degrees in Korea. We met many of
them at the conference and
preached at some of their
churches. Most graduates
are independent
Pentecostals and two of
them are bishops in the
Korean Methodist Church.
They pastor charismatic
Methodist churches.

The conference was held
at the prayer mountain
belonging to the Yoido
church which was planted by
Pastor Yonggi Cho. ltis a
magnificent facility where
people from all over the world
come to fastand pray. There
are large auditoriums and tiny
in-ground prayer closets that
look like middle eastern
tombs on its campus.

The day after the
conference, my wife Molly
and | had a memorable visit
with Pastor Yonggi Cho at his

residence. As we entered the visiting
room of his flat in a high-rise building
near the Yoido church accompanied
by his younger brother, Pastor Cho was
waiting for us with his assistant. He

& Crachle
a1 RN

Row of Prayer Cells at the Prayer Mountain

very young man. The
denomination denied his application
saying that he did not seem to have
the potential to be a pastor! As he
recalled the experience now as the
planter and pastor of the largest church
on planet earth, all we could
do was laugh. | am sure the
Pentecostal Holiness
denomination has regretted
that decision as Cho turned
out to be an Assemblies of
God minister and in many
ways a peerless pastor.
Pastor Yonggi Cho | met
this time is in his eighties.
He is pastor emeritus of the
Yoido chuch and preaches
only in certain services. The
church had 830,000
members when | visited and
preached there the last time.
That number included people
who attended 20 connected
churches in various parts of
Seoul City with a total of
about 300,000 members.
Those churches have since
become autonomous
independent congregations.
Now the Yoido mother church
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For the love of God...

or Money?

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break
in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also"

Human beings normally tend to
worry about their basic necessities of
life: “What to eat and drink? What to
wear? Where to sleep/ rest/ live? (Matt
6:25).They therefore spend their
waking hours trying to earn money in
order to purchase their food, clothing
and shelter. There are some individuals
however, who use their minds and
bodies overtime, in order to gather for
more than just the basic requirements
—to the extent of using devious means.
The Bible says that such individuals
will ultimately pierce themselves
through with many sorrows (1 Timothy
6:10). Let us study a few such biblical
characters.

1. Balaam:
(2 Peter2:15, Jude v 11)

Balaam in his day, was famed as a
prophet who spoke the oracles of the
Most High God, and whose words —
blessings or curses — could never fail.
Balak, then king of the Moabites
(Numbers 22:4), is afraid of the

(Matthew 6:19-21)

Aneka Paul, MSW
Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai

Israelites and sends nobles to fetch
Balaam to curse the Israelites so that
he might win against them and retain
his kingdom. Balaam is clearly
instructed by God not to accompany
the nobles or curse Israel. Yet, when
Balak sends more nobles (with more
valuables as fees), Balaam is tempted
to ask God again. When he sets off
the next morning, he angers God, has
an angel with a sword drawn to kill him
blocking his path, and gets his foot
crushed against a wall by his reluctant

donkey. The man who refused twice
to heed God'’s voice finally has to listen
to instruction from a donkey! (Numbers
22). Even after all this, Balaam travels
to meet Balak, instructs him to build
seven altars and sacrifice a bull and a
ram on each, so that he may prophesy.
This happens thrice, but each time
God turns the curses in Balaam’s
mouth into blessings for Israel, then
again a fourth time (Numbers 23, 24).
However, in Numbers 25, we see Israel
entering into unlawful marriages with
the Moabites, resulting in a plague
which killed 24,000 Israelites. We read
later (Numbers 31:16, Revelations
2:14) that this idea to trick Israel was
given to Balak by Balaam. We can only
imagine what riches Balaam must
have been rewarded with for this. These
ill-gotten gains were short-lived though,
as soon after, Balaam is killed with the
sword (Numbers 31:8, Joshua 13:22).

2. Gehazi: (2 Kings 5)

Gehazi was Elisha’s apprentice; he

"Another visit with Pastor Yonggi Cho" . ... (Continuation from previous page)

claims 500,000 members. The church
is still very active in global and
humanitarian ministries.

Obviously, the legal case and the
verdict against Pastor Cho and his
eldest son took a toll on this man of
God. He was accused of persuading
the church to buy stocks of
questionable value from his son. The
church lost the money and some
elders sued him. Those who opposed

him believe that he was as guilty as
his son who was sent to prison. His
supporters say that remaining silent
in court to protect his prodigal son and
signing some financial documents
given to him by trusted people without
reading them were his only guilty acts.

Dr. Cho has publicly apologized to
his congregation and they have forgiven
him and worship God with him. He
remains their beloved pastor.

The fact remains that Yonggi Cho
left his Buddhist religion and followed
Jesus Christ. In a very poor Asian
country with a great Buddhist majority,
he planted and shepherded the largest
Christian congregation in the history
of the world. | felt grateful to spend
some time with such a man once
again. m
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was being groomed to be the next
prophet of Israel, following the legacy
of Elijah and Elisha. Naaman, the
commander of the Syrian army, was
cured of his leprosy by Elisha, but
Elisha refuses the handsome reward
offered by Naaman — 10 talents of
silver, 6,000 shekels of gold, and 10
changes of clothing (v. 5). Gehazi, on
the other hand, observes this

Priests for 30 pieces of silver (Matthew
26:14-16). Perhaps he did not expect
Jesus to be condemned by them to
death... maybe he only expected that
they would threaten or whip orimprison
Him... but when he heard that Jesus
was to die, he was so consumed by
guilt that he could no longer enjoy the
wealth he had earned. He returns the

wrong in itself, they chose to lie to the
Holy Spirit that they had handed over
the full amount (Acts 5:3) in order to
earn a name for themselves as
philanthropists among the other
members of the church. The result was
immediate death of first the husband
(v 5). then the wife (v10), and instant
infamy (v 5). v 11).

Thus we see these people,

“folly”, decides to do something
for himself (v. 20), takes action
by following Namaan (v. 21) and
lying to him (v. 22), hides the
riches securely for himself (v.
24), and nonchalantly lies to
Elisha his master that he had
gone nowhere (v. 25). As a
result, he is admonished by

What counts there (in heaven) is the
time, talent, and resources (including
money) that we spent on earth for the

kingdom of God. Paul counsels Timothy
that while living on earth, we should be
content with living godly lives with the basic

minimum amenities

with potentially high callings,
choosing to chase riches
instead, and thereby "jumping"
(Author’s note: reworded to be
active, instead of passively
“falling”) into a snare (1 Timothy
6:9). Jesus advises us to store
up our treasure in heaven
(Matthew 6:19-21). Just as

Elisha (v. 26), and cursed with
the leprosy of Namaan clinging to him
and his descendants forever (v. 27). If
Elisha with the double anointing of
Elijah has 14 recorded miracles as
against Elijah’s 7, then Gehazi could
potentially have had 28 miracles to his
credit, yet we do not read of a single
miracle done by him.

3. Judas Iscariot

In the New Testament, we see an
individual who was being groomed for
three-and-a-half years by Jesus
Himself, to be an apostle. He was even
the trusted treasurer for the group. Yet,
he chose to betray Jesus to the Chief

money to the Chief Priests and dies
an accursed death by hanging himself
(Matthew 27:3-5). Luke records Peter
describing a more gruesome death
(Acts 1:18-19).

4. Ananias and Sapphira
(Acts 5:1-11).

This couple belonged to the first
church, and were caught up in the
movement of fellowship, where all
believers sold their worldly goods and
lived communally (Acts 2:44-45). They
too, sold some possession of theirs
and decided to keep part of the value
for themselves. While this act was not

Indian Rupees hold no value in
USA or UK, earthly currency has
absolutely no value in heaven. What
counts there is the time, talent, and
resources (including money) that we
spent on earth for the kingdom of God.
Paul counsels Timothy that while living
on earth, we should be content with
living godly lives with the basic
minimum amenities (1 Timothy 6:6-8).
This concept is also expressed in
Agur’s prayer for “just enough” in
Proverbs 30:8-9. Let us examine our
lives: are we also casting aside our
precious calling, in order to obtain
worldly gains? ®

Quotable Quotes

“Perhaps it takes a purer faith to praise God for unrealized blessings than for those we once
enjoyed or those we enjoy now”
“God never hurries. There are no deadlines against which He must work. Only to know this is to
quiet our spirits and relax our nerves”
“God wants the whole person and He will not rest till He gets us in entirety.
No part of the man will do”

Rev. AW. Tozer

"God has given us two hands, one to receive with and the other to give with"
“We say to our children, 'Act like grown-ups,’
but Jesus said to the grown-ups, 'Be like children"
“The will of God will not take us where the grace of God cannot sustain us”
“There is nothing wrong with men possessing riches. The wrong comes
when riches possess men.”

Rev. Billy Graham
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"Sowing to The SPIRIT"

"Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows to
his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life"
(Galatians 6:7,8)

Power of the Light:

“In Him was life, and the life was
the light of men. The light shines in
the darkness and the darkness has
not overcome it" (John 1:4,5).

This verse helps us to understand
the power of the Life, the Light that is
in Jesus, that is, Jesus Himself. This
Light that shines in the darkness
cannot be overcome nor can be
understood nor measured by darkness.
For Jesus is the True Light; He is the
way, the Truth and the Life.

Overcoming Flesh by the Light:

When we choose the Light and sow
into the Spirit, and not into our flesh,
we are led by the Spirit of God. When
we truly give His Spirit authority over
our life, we continue to obey Him,
overcoming fleshly desires, spending
more time in God’s presence. Thus we
have, not a rusted but a fresh, renewed,
restored relationship with God daily,
living a holy life that is being separated
from the world and the things of this
world that so easily ensnares us in its
ways and forms. We become His own
people who are acceptable before God
and the Church or the people of God,
who can teach us and lead us closer
to God in our walk.

The Word of God says, "All have
sinned and fall short of the Glory of
God" (Romans 3:23). We are not
perfect, but with Christ’s
righteousness covering our sins, the
darkness in us — fleshly mind - fades
away. This we experience when we
hear the voice of the Light and we
become slaves of God and no more
slaves of sin: "You who were once
slaves of sin have become obedient
from the heart to the standard of
teaching to which you were committed,
and, having been set free from
sin, have become slaves of
righteousness" (Romans 6:17,18).And

Daniela Sarah Shibu
Houston

even the darkness around us in the
world that tries to influence us in many
ways begins to fade away from our
interest and desire, not being able to
connect with us anymore. And it can
no more be able to overcome or hide
the Light that shines bright in our lives.

How can we hear the Voice of
GOD?

We need to heed the voice of God
at all times through the Holy Spirit in
us who convicts, corrects and
counsels us. God also speaks to us
through the written Word of God, which
we must read to know what God thinks
about everything. Seek the right
judgment that is from God because He
is the true and the final Judge - with
integrity, not hypocrisy. It never must
be the way we judge ourselves, neither
through people judging us, nor judging
ourselves through our own perspective,
because it mostly would be wrong with
little chances of being right. It means,
undeniably, spending time in God’s
presence through true Spirit led
worship, praying and talking and
conversing with God all that we have
in our heart and mind. All this is part
of "Loving the LORD our God with all
of our heart, with all of our mind, with
all of our soul, and with all of our
strength” which is the first and most
important commandment of all. This
is truly an amazing privilege for us to
have the LORD - the Alpha and the

Omega, above all names and powers,
the loving, merciful and the righteous -
as our God. He is the Most High and
more than a counselor or a doctor who
can help us. Thus let us seek Him not
just for our needs but for He, Himself.

What is Sowing to the Spirit?

"Do not be deceived: God is not
mocked, for whatever one sows, that
will he also reap. For the one who sows
to his own flesh will from the flesh reap
corruption, but the one who sows to
the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal
life" (Galatians 6:7,8). We continue to
live in sin because of our sowing into
the flesh, and as the Word of God says,
“those who are in the flesh cannot
please God" (Romans 8:8). It is not
just because the Holy Spirit lives in us
that makes us righteous, but by
connecting and partnering with Him.
Our works without the Holy Spirit do
not make us righteous before God. So
despite anything, we need the Holy
Spirit who will surely come into us and
live with us forever till we are on this
earth if we remain faithful. When we
believe and accept Jesus in our lives
and in faith believe that Jesus Himself
is our righteousness, and also sow into
the Spirit, then His presence, His glory
and His Kingdom will enable us not to
be caught up by the distractions that
are obstacles in the race that we must
run with endurance. Otherwise, we will
be habitually living and sowing into our
flesh, leading us to eternal destruction.
"For those who live according to the
flesh set their minds on the things of
the flesh, but those who live according
to the Spirit set their minds on the
things of the Spirit. For to set the mind
on the flesh is death, but to set the
mind on the Spirit is life and peace"
(Romans 8: 5,6).

(Related to this thought, we can
read and reflect on Rom. 6; 8:1-11). °
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Joshua
was a new
student to the
school.
Joshua stayed
away from all
the students
and did not speak with anyone in his class
and never did his homework. One of his
classmates named Samuel who was a
Christian, lived next door to Joshua.
Samuel always tried to be friends with
Joshua but Joshua would not talk. One
day as the students were out playing
football they saw Samuel walking with a
few set of papers in his hand and a
sunken face. Then one of the students
just kicked a ball at Joshua in a very
playful way. Joshua fell down and all his
papers was scattered all over the ground.
Joshua got up crying aloud and began to
look for his papers while all the other
students began to laugh at the scene.
Samuel was watching all this and felt
sorry for Joshua. He went out and dusted
Joshua'’s shots and helped him pick up all
his papers. After school he dropped

"Let the Iitfle children come to me,
and do not hinder them"

Are you a witness for Christ?

Joshua to his house. From that time
onwards Joshua began to be friends with
Samuel. They both studied together and
played together. Joshua began to score
good grades in school and became the
school topper. Days passed by and on the
last day of school the class teacher asked
the students if anyone would like to share
their experience during that year in
school. Joshua got up to speak. Joshua
said, "Dear friends, you all know | have
changed drastically and | am not the boy
you saw on my first day of school. | like to
thank Samuel for bringing about the
change in me. | lost my dad last year and

so we had to move to a place
where my mom would find a job.
| was always alone at home
until mom came from work late
in the night. Having to see my
mom struggle to pay the bills
and my school fees and also the
emptiness of losing my father
made me think of ending my life. That day
when they kicked the football at me | had
my suicide letters in my hand. | had
planned to end my life after reaching
home. But when Samuel helped me and
took me home, | felt a sense of peace and
always waited for Samuel to come home.
I noticed that what made Samuel different
was that he was a Christian and had the
love of Christ in him”. Samuel was so
shocked at Joshua’s testimony.

Dear children, we as Christians
should always be a witness to others. Any
small help that you do could possibly
change someone’s life. Bible says, "You
are the light of the world”. Let us be
different from our friends and shine for
Christ.

Picture story of David
Part -3

Then Michal took
artidol and put it in
David's bed and
covered it

with a blanket ___

Why have you

deceived me
and (et

my enemny
escape

Next moming

went in to the field
He took a young

gather the arrows

Jonathan

boy to

Banage P.K.
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MATRIMONIAL

Malayali Pentecostal parents
(settled in Bhopal) seek marriage
alliance for their born again,
baptized and morally sound son
27 yrs, B.Com, PG Diploma in
Travel and Tourism management
Profession: Own business
(Trans port & Logistics).
Interested parties may contact :

+91 7389164322

\. J

MATRIMONIAL

Christian Pentecostal parents
invite proposals for their son 27
years, 5'5", fair, good looking.
B.Sc. Computer Science, doing
jobin IT Industry. Hindu Ezhava
converted family. Well settled in
Mumbai. Fatheris a Pastor.

Mob.: 09967839604
09168404341

MATRIMONIAL

RI2QIZ2GRIEU G (DB6) NIMD OISO

6a).oll.1. 2a0000a%(SO cqudlont afelo allmislagieelsn) aralnim® aflaflw
20001, a1, oyflet LI1PLNERIAIRHUE MYINIWIGE. GRNIDINSH TVEHBOSEWI
WMSl@g)e8)0SEwI EMOAIEImIO|SOIA MITWeIS)S

Bro. Varghese Kollakompil - Mob.: 09821 332273

Born again qirl, settled in
Banglore, Age 26, Doctor of
Pharmacy, invite proposals
from God fearing, well
educated boys.

Contact :
09739811405

MATRIMONIAL

Pentecostal parents seeking
alliance for their daughter
(26]157). Working as software
developer in Mumbai, from
parents of spiritually and
qualified boys.

Contact No.:

+973 38705852

(Brother-in-law)

+973 3214 2021 (Sister)

What more would you like to
see on the pages. Share your

experience with us we would
love to hear from you.
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Bro. Varghese Kollakompil
Mission Director
IPC Maharashtra State
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