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The eyewitness
accounts

and apostolic
teachings clearly
and readily
available in the
Bible should
never be
distorted to suit
anybody’s whims
and fantasies.
Let us strictly
follow (Dr.)
Luke’s guiding
principles.

TN T

Standards expected from:
A Christian writer

“Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative
of those things which have been fulfilled among us, just as
those who from the beginning wereeyewitnesses and ministers of
the word delivered them to us, it seemed good to me also, having
had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to
you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, thatyou may

know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed” (Luke 1:1-4)

(Dr.) Luke with his scientific and medical
perspective and keen attention to detalil, sits
down to write an account of the life and
teachings of Jesus Christ. Many years have
passed after the death and resurrection of
the Lord. Luke finds that many writers have
appeared on the scene to write about Jesus.
Certainly, Jesus Christ is a Person who is
well worth writing about. Some of the writers
may have directly witnessed His miracles
or heard Him speaking to the multitudes.
Some of the writers may have only second
hand, hear-say details about Jesus.
Christians are no longer confined to parts
of Israeli territory. They are dispersed into
different nations due to persecution, but the
Church is growing inspite of all the turmoil.
New local churches are being established
through missionary activites of apostles
and scattered believers. Luke feels the
great need for an accurate and distinct
narrative about Jesus Christ.

(Dr.) Luke wants to keep the records
straight. He says he has first hand
knowledge of all the incidents related to the
Lord even though he is not one of the
twelve disciples as he declares in the
passage quoted above, “having had
perfect understanding of all things from the
very first”. He dedicates his writing to “most
excellent Theophilus”who is probably a high
ranking personality in the society. In the first

Luke's principles in mind, let us consider
how our writings should be.

a) Narrative account:

The writer should describe all the
materials available to him in the context of
the topic that he is trying to present —
without hiding some facts and highlighting
some others signifying a personal bias.
Luke has tried to present all the incidents
of importance that had happened right in
their midst.

b) Accurate account:

The writer should fully rely on details
provided by eyewitnesses or trustworthy
ministers of the gospel. Nobody should be
able to question the accuracy of whatever
is described.

c) Systematic account:

Just as Luke decided to write “an orderly
account”, the writer should follow a credible
system — chronological or topical — so that
the reader will have no chance to get
doubtful or confused in his mind about the
flow of events or flow of ideas.

My sole purpose of writing this piece is
to emphasize the need for clarity, sincerity
and accuracy in the mass of written
materials and spoken words appearing in
the print and social media especially by
Christian writers and speakers. The reader
or listener is unfortunately plunged into total
confusion about the doctrinal authenticity

Johnson four verses of the gospel, Luke sets forth or Biblical accuracy. The eyewitness
K. Samuel his intentions for undertaking the project: it accounts and apostolic teachings that are
will be narrative (“of those things which have clearly and readily available in the Bible
been fulfilled among us”), it will be accurate  should never be distorted to suit anybody’s
(“eyewitnesses and ministers of the word whims and fantasies. Let us strictly follow
delivered them to us”) and it will be  (Dr.) Luke’s guiding principles. S
systematic (“an orderly account”). Keeping
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"GRACE"

Forthe grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly
in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our
great God and Savior Jesus Christ (Titus 2:11-13)

Grace is the foundation of Christianity. Grace
of God brings salvation, teaches us how to live
and brings blessed hope of His coming (Titus
2:11-13). Jesus’ words were gracious (Luke
4:22) and we must use gracious words
(Ephesians 4:29). Grace is gift of God and we
must go to our Lord to receive His gift (1
Thessalonians 5:9). Gift of God is Christ and
through His death, burial, and resurrection we
have access to the grace of God (Acts 4:12).
The best definition for Grace is “Gained
righteousness at Christ’s expense”.

We are saved by Grace (Ephesians 2:8) and
not by our deeds. | read the
story of William Both and a

Son by our faith we become children of God
(John 1:12, 3:16). But for receiving God’s saving
grace we need to have faith and obedience
(Ephesians 1:7, Hebrews 5:9, Romans 10:9-
10, Acts 17:30, Mark 16:15-16).

Grace brings Salvation

When we confess with our mouth the Lord,
Jesus and shall believe in our heart that God
has raised him from the dead we are saved
(Romans 10:9,10). There is sanctification and
justification as described in Romans 10:9.

When God imparts His
way, nature, substance

young man. Booth brought

up a young man from his
childhood. After graduation
the young man planned to
go to another state for a job.
He came to William Booth
and told his plan. He took
the boy to a room and

showed him two pictures.
One picture was of a child
lying on the road side bitten
by insects and another one
a handsome young man
dressed in suit. William
Booth told the young man:
"Both are your pictures. One

When God imparts His
way, nature, substance and
being in our human spirits, it

is salvation (1 Corinthians
5:17,18). Then the spirit
should rule our mind and
body. When the mind rules
the spirit and the body, it is
emotional. But in real
salvation the spirit should
rule the body (1 Corinthians
9:27). The body rules the
spirit in a carnal man
(1 Corinthians 3:3).

and being in our human
spirits, it is salvation (1
Corinthians 5:17,18). Then
the spirit should rule our
mind and body. When the
mind rules the spirit and
the body, it is emotional.
But in real salvation the
spirit should rule the body
(1 Corinthians 9:27). The
body rules the spirit in a
carnal man (1 Corinthians
3:3). For a saved person,
the body should become a
living sacrifice (Romans
12:1,2). In Christ we

shows when | took you from
road side as an orphan and
other one is your present position". It is the
picture of the Grace of our God. Grace is that if
you think you messed up your life, God makes
it all right without your effort.

We have sinned and come short of the glory
of God (Romans 3:23) and our iniquities have
separated us from our God (Isaiah 59:2) and
we are as unclean things and all our
righteousness are as filthy as rags (Isaiah 64:6).
Fallen angel was leading us to hell. But God’s
grace saved us as told in the parable (Luke
15:11-30). When God redeems us through His

become a new man (2
Corinthians 5:17). The
body is not the new man. At His coming the
body will be transformed as new man. We can
renew our minds by the power of Holy Spirit
(Romans 12:2). Our mind should become
renewed with the word of God. We should be
controlled by Spirit when we become really
saved. After the experience of salvation, we have
to start a new life giving Jesus our life and
moving on with Jesus as the center of life, taking
the cross daily. We should be led by Holy Spirit
and then only we become real children of God.
If anybody says that we may commit sin that

y B |
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Pastor

John Mathew
Bangalore

Our mind should
become
renewed with the
word of God.
We should be
controlled by
Spirit when we
become really
saved. After the
experience of
salvation, we
have to start a
new life giving
Jesus our life
and moving on
with Jesus as
the center of life,
taking the cross
daily.
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When Alexander
was a young boy,
his father King
Philip found him
playing in the
street with street
boys. The father
asked him three
questions: “who
are you”?, “what
you are doing”?
and “what you
would become”?
These questions
changed the life
of Alexander. A
saved Christian
should ask
these questions
himself and
mend his ways in
response to the

grace may abound, itis another gospel and not
based on Biblical truth. We should dwell in
Christ after the experience of salvation

(Ephesians 3:17).

We are saved not through our attainments
but through Christ’s atonement and we have to
keep our position in Him. Baptist Pastor Robert
Shank in his book, "Life in the Son”, clearly
states that once saved can be lost. Paul says
we should work out our own salvation with fear
and trembling (Philippians 2:12). Christ says,
watch and pray (Mark 13:33). In the parable in
Luke 8:11-15, it is found that it is possible to
believe temporarily and lose faith when we face
temptations (Luke 8:13).

There is chance for the saved to fall away
and lose salvation (Hebrews 6:5,6; 10:26,27).
By grace we are saved and

Grace teaches us
how to live in this corrupt world

Grace teaches us how to lead a holy
Christian life by reflecting Christ in our life.
Christian life is not the life of a free bird. We are
under yoke (Matthew 11:29,30). Christian life
after the experience of being born again is like
a train journey. Train should run on the rail
according to the control of Station Master/
Guard. Driver cannot drive and stop as he likes.
We should be controlled by Holy Spirit as our
Master Jesus Christ leads. Do not think yoke
will be broken by anointment. We cannot live
as we like but say, "not | but Christ lives in
me". Grace is sufficient to face problems and
sufferings in life. Paul passed through sufferings
and thorns in life and grace

we have to follow the

Master Jesus Christ. Paul

was sulfficient for him to face

asks to pray for not to fall
from grace (Galatians 5:4).

A mother appeared
before a General to plead for
the life of her soldier son
who slept at his post. The
General said, "your son
deserves to die”. She
responded, “Sir, | asked for
mercy and your grace and
not justice”. Yes, the cost
of our salvation is the death
of Christ (1 John 4:9,10).
We are saved by grace and
not by justice.

We are saved by grace

A mother appeared
before a General to plead
for the life of her soldier
son who slept at his post.
The General said, "your
son deserves to die”. She
responded, “Sir, | asked
for mercy and your grace
and not justice”. Yes, the
cost of our salvation is
the death of Christ
(1 John 4:9,10). We are
saved by grace and not
by justice. We are saved
by grace through our
faith in God.

them. He proclaimed at the
end: "I have fought the good
fight, | have finished the
race, | have kept the faith”
(2 Timothy 4:7).

When Alexander was a
young boy, his father King
Philip found him playing in
the street with street boys.
The father asked him three
questions: “who are you”?,
“what you are doing”? and
“what you would become”™?
These questions changed
the life of Alexander and he
stopped playing in the
street and grew up as a

through our faith in God and
listening to the preaching of
the Gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1-2), obedience

prince and became an
emperor. A saved Christian
should ask these questions himself and mend

uestions. | to Gospel (Romans 6:16-18), by our repentance . . .

’ (2 Corinthians 7:10) and we are saved by the " ;:‘V;isftlar;Irtisart)?A/neSngotzﬁzzeqt%ej;?unssbecause

blood of Christ (Ephesians 1:7). We live in the we are His servants and we do His ministr
period of Grace (Romans 6:23) and we may fall e Y
from Grace, if we do not walk according to the remember familiarity has no room when we face
Word of Gé)d We must do the will of God  °Y' Lord. Apostle John was very close to Jesus
(Matthew 7,'21) William Barclay says when He was on earth and he was the only
"Salvation is.safe: return to his own home’: Apostle near the cross when Jesus entrusted
Salvation involves justification, sanctification and uﬁeﬂﬁgg[jgﬂgw tg;:gg tBou:[J?)f;ir:tb guattgooieﬁgs

glorification. Justification is deliverance from the . h ppea ; . H
punishment of sin because Christ took our did not s ow“?ny s;?nfc_) acqua;)nte/:mce but he
punishment (Romans 10:8), sanctification is ;ci:ouor;cjgh d fvr‘:;; Segfit::c%eio?;?;rgizvz
deliverance from the power of sin through the foreg ermore and | have the kevs of death and

power of God and glorification is deliverance H » (Revelati . V&/ .

from the presence of sin ades” (Revelation 1:17.18). We are in no way
' greater than John. PS
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We do not know how to lead a victorious
Christian life and we need power of Holy Spirit
to lead us in this wicked world. Christians should
be saved from the corrupt (perverse) generation”
(Acts 2:40). Remember corrupt generation is
not the worldly people (Deuteronomy 32:20,
Acts 7:42). We should be separated from the
people who profess false doctrines and lead
unholy lives. Abide in the Word of God (John 8;
31-32, Il Timothy 3:16-17). Walk in the steps
with Holy Spirit (Romans 8:2) and He will make
us holy. Endure hardship with prayer (Hebrews
12:7-11). By Grace of God we can overcome all
trials and problems in life. Word of God has the
power to change our lives, change the weak to
strong people. We are sheep and we should
follow our good Shepherd

His glorious home.

We face all sorts of persecutions and
sufferings because we have the blessed hope
of advent of our Lord. First Epistle of
Thessalonians has a picturesque description
of His coming. | remember the song that |
learned in Sunday School: “I will exchange my
cross for the crown”. Yes, itis the blessed hope
that | will hand over all crosses | bore in this
world and He will give me crowns in exchange.
Our hope is to become His bride (Revelation
19:7) and to be with Him always.

When we study why and how the Holy Spirit
guided the placing of the First Epistle to
Thessalonians in the New Testament wherein
the second coming of Jesus Christ is explained,

we learn certain qualities of

and listen His voice (John
10). We should be faithful
in  tough times (2
Corinthians 13:1) and resist
evil (1 Peter 5:8). We are
not alone, our Lord is with
us in thoughts (Romans
1:21), in words (Matthew
12:36), in motives and
actions (Matthew 6:1-6), in
money matters (Luke 12:1-
6) and in food (Philippians

We should have the
concept of eternity in our
hearts. We are not citizens
of this world and Grace
gives us the blessed hope of
the second coming of our
Lord. His first coming was to
die for our sins and make us
children of God and His
second coming is for taking
us to His glorious home.

people narrated in the
Epistles prior to
‘Thessalonians' as they are
waiting for His coming.
'Romans' explains salvation
by faith, justification,
sanctification and baptism
of new born believers,
'‘Corinthians' explain the
need for filling by Holy Spirit,
separation, holiness and
gifts of Holy Spirit,

3:19). If we lead a faithful

'Galatians' explains

life, we will hear our Master’s

voice, “Faithful servant, well done”. Grace will
give us faith to lead Christian life. Faith is going
forward without knowing destination, without
knowing how to travel and without knowing the
reward as Abraham did (Genesis 15:2,6). Grace
teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly
lusts and proclaim gospel through our life and
then by lips.

Grace brings blessed hope

We should have the concept of eternity in
our hearts. We are not citizens of this world
and Grace gives us the blessed hope of the
second coming of our Lord. His first coming
was to die for our sins and make us children of
God and His second coming is for taking us to

victorious life and fruits of
Holy Spirit, 'Ephesians' stresses the need for
walking by Holy Spirit and fighting against
spiritual powers of darkness, 'Philippians' asks
to rejoice in all circumstances of life,
'Colossians' explains perfection in Christian life
and then enters 'the First Epistle to
Thessalonians'.

A person who is waiting for the blessed hope
of His glorious appearance should pass through
the steps described from 'Romans' to
'‘Colossians'. In '1 Thessalonians' we see the
Lord coming for those who are tarrying (1:9),
standing fast in the Lord (3:8), walking worthy
of God. (2:11,12), holy (3:13, 4:7), suffering (3:3)
and growing in love (4:10).

May the Grace of God enable us to hold
fast to our blessed hope! ]

Grace will give us
faith to lead
Christian life.
Faith is going
forward without
knowing
destination,
without knowing
how to travel and
without knowing
the reward as
Abraham did.
Grace teaches
us to deny
ungodliness and
worldly lusts and
proclaim gospel
through our life
and then by lips.

"We must face the fact that many today are notoriously careless in their living. This attitude finds its
way into the church. We have liberty, we have money, we live in comparative luxury. As a result,
discipline practically has disappeared. What would a violin solo sound like if the strings on the
musician's instrument were all hanging loose, not stretched tight, not "disciplined"?"

- A.W. Tozzer
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The latest
internet
communication
through Social
Media has totally
changed the
meaning of
communication.
Non-verbal
communications
have replaced
verbal commun-
ications. The
society has
become a
virtual one.

A call to young people:
High Time to Turn Around!

The modernism and advancement of
technology has set a frame work of easy living
and casual attitude towards spirituality among
the Pentecostal youth of 21st century. The third
generation Pentecostals have got atleast the
fear of God, but the fourth and fifth generations
seldom fear the Lord. They consider spirituality
as a casual phenomenon like any other wordly
matters.

Our '4G and 5G' people have designed a
pattern for their life. There was a time when the
Pentecostals were different

The junk food habit of young people is making
them sick at an early age. It has been reported
that heart attack is very common in young
people of less than 40 years, which is mainly
due to their food habits. Majority of them are
mad with junk food such as Burger, Pizza, KFC
and many other local brands. The traditional
menus of home made dishes are their least
preference nowadays.

The latest internet communication through
Social Media has totally changed the meaning
of communication. Non-verbal

from others in every thing - in
fashion, food, living, traditions,
worship pattern, job and even
in agriculture. They were
easily recognizable by others.
Now the situation has
changed. The concept of
‘enculturation' has been fully
accepted by our younger
generation, compromising all
of our spiritual values.

It is high time that we
evaluate this crisis faced by the
youth and find some practical
steps to safeguard them from
being carried away from
spirituality. It is a fact that the

Itis high time that we
evaluate this crisis faced
by the youth and find
some practical steps to
safeguard them from
being carried away from
spirituality. It is a fact that
the '4G and 5G'
communication
revolution has made their
life so vulnerable and
most of the young people
are addicted to these so
called technology and its
applications.

communications replaced
verbal communications. The
society has become a virtual
one. The impact of social media
can be categorized into three,
viz: Positive, Neutral and

Negative. All posts and chats
fall under the above categories.
About 50% of the social media
contents such as comedy clips,
trolls, cookery shows,

performances, paintings,

friendly chats etc. are neutral
in nature. It has neither positive
nor negative impact. The main
problem with such posts is that

the user is spending much of

'4G and 5G' communication
revolution has made their life so vulnerable and
most of the young people are addicted to these
so called technology and its applications. The
social media has turned out to be the villain in
this spiritual degeneration. Though it has got
many positive and constructive areas, its
destructive side has become more powerful and
could turn the culture and values up side down.
Young generation has developed a culture
for themselves irrespective of the culture and
tradition of their parents. In all areas such as
vocation, food habits, communication, dress
code, relationships, respect to elders, marriage,
worship, fellowships, etc. they have their own
practices which are not always acceptable to
believers as they are not in line with the biblical
pattern.

his valuable time without any
positive result.

About 30% of the contents are positive in
nature. It imparts knowledge and edification.
Spiritual, social, legal, political, educational,
historical and health related postings come
under this category. It is a reality that such
postings are not welcomed much by the young
generation. Children should be encouraged to
watch and share such posts for their benefit
and of others too. Social media can also be
used for spiritual encouragements and
evangelization.

Another 20% of the posts are totally negative
in nature and they have to be ignored. Sexual
clips, violence, fights, murder and any post that
hampers communal harmony comes under this
category. It is always advisable not to pay
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attention to such posts and make sure that
these are not shared further.

The excessive use of Social Media should
be discouraged as it has got many negative
impacts on health, culture, education,
relationship and career. Therefore proper
awareness and guidelines should be given to
children regarding the use of social media.

Worship has become a programme for the
present generation. They do not realize its
importance and are seen very casual in worship
services. It has become a common practice that
children are using social media even in church
worship services and meetings. This can be a
distraction to themselves and others. Besides,
they cannot be an active participant in the
worship service and its impacts are far reaching.
The importance of worship service needs to be
upheld and has to be carried forward to the future
generation without

allow such practises on the excuse of tuition
classes and other engagements.

Church has a major role in bringing this
generation back to spirituality. Very often,
pastors just put the blame solely on parents
and wash off their hands from their
responsibility. The young people are very
practical and observing to a great extend. They
reason every thing that happen around them
and try to get adjusted to the situations
accordingly. Thus it is very essential for the
church to be spiritually oriented and be a model
to the youth. Pastors and elders of the church
should try their level best to find opportunities
for the youngsters to be part of the church
activities, providing them with facilities to hear
biblical teachings and Christian values. A sense
of belonging can change them and the Holy
Spirit will work on it to bring forth fruit in future.

There are some pastors

degeneration. Pastor and
elders of the church need to
implement necessary
discipline so that children will
not use social media during
worship service.

Today’s young generation
does not believe in holiness as
every wicked thing is holy and
acceptable to them! They do
not find any harm in having bad
habits in personal life, getting
along with fashions,
maintaining unhealthy
relationships with opposite sex,

It is a fact that the
present generation
exhibits characteristics of
dual personality and
sometimes even multiple
personalities. They
behave in different ways
at home, church and
work place / college. They
act well before parents
and pastors / elders, but
they are totally different in
their very personal life.

who consider the pastoral
ministry as a profession. They
seldom do the work of an
evangelist and instill a zeal for
evangelism in believers,
especially youngsters. Their
ministry is confined to Sunday
services and visiting their flock
on a regular basis for having
some material blessings. Such
pastors will not only spoil the
harmony and unity, but also
the spiritual growth of the
church. They do not
encourage the believers to

dating, living together etc. They

very often have no control on words and do not
maintain the sanctity of language. Even after
all these practices, they seem to be very pious
in church. ltis a fact that the present generation
exhibits characteristics of dual personality and
sometimes even multiple personalities. They
behave in different ways at home, church and
work place / college. They act well before
parents and pastors / elders, but they are totally
different in their very personal life.

Quality time being set apart for meditation
of the word of God and personal prayer has
shrunk to a minimum - to a level just for the
name's sake. Parents are responsible for such
behavior to some extent as they could have
instilled some spiritual values from the very
beginning at home. Many children do not even
go to church on Sundays as parents willfully

grow in spirit and wisdom.
Politics in churches and its dirty expressions
have become a curse on Pentecostal Churches.
They have proved that they are not better than
the centuries old nominal Christian
communities. In such a scenario, we should
not wonder if the young people stray outside
the normal boundaries of the church.

It is high time for the church to take
necessary actions on a war-footing to retain the
young generation in the spiritual path to avoid a
dull future of empty churches in India as we
see in some western countries. Teach them the
scripture in a practical perspective rather than
bombarding their minds with the same stories
every Sunday. This is not the time to show our
knowledge in theology, but to save some souls
and retain the young souls that God has entrsted
to us. m

Quality time
being set apart
for meditation of
the word of God
and personal
prayer has
shrunk to a
minimum - to a
level just for the
name's sake.
Parents are
responsible for
such behavior to
some extent as
they could have
instilled some
spiritual values
from the very
beginning at

home.
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Meditations from
"I Peter'

- SIX -
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www.unitedinthe

The STEPS to VICTORY
In our FIGHT against SATAN

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring
lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the
same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.”(1 Peter 5:8-9)

The story of humankind reveals that the devil
(a.k.a. Satan) has played a prominent part in
bringing a rift between God and man by planting
doubt and allurement in the minds of Eve and
Adam in the Garden of Even (Gen. 3:1-8). From
that moment, Satan has become the #1 enemy of
humanity that was part of the first prophetical curse
in the scriptures, stated as follows: “And I will put
enmity between you and the woman, and between
your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise His heel” (Gen. 3:15). The
‘Seed of the woman’ Jesus Christ did indeed
bruise the head of Satan on the cross at Calvary.
Now, this bruised ‘animal’is all set to attack God’s
children using any means whatsoever.

In the above passage, Apostle Peter wants us
to be aware about the attacks of our only‘real’
enemy Satan. Peter tells us that Satan wants to
devour us by winning us over to his ways just like
he did in the Garden of Eden. He does it very
effectively by polluting the truth of God’s Word (John
8:44), and trying to deceive us (Gen. 3:1). As God’s
children we should adopt the following seven steps
in our lives very seriously if we have to be victorious
in our everyday fight against Satan:

1. Recognize our enemy. God’s Word is very
clear that our enemy is not any human being, but
Satan and his forces: “For we do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12). We should
understand that it is the wicked Satan who throws
the fiery darts against us (Eph. 6:16b), and he
alone is our enemy.

2. Be on high alert and watchful always. Peter
tells us to be “vigilant” at all times so that we can
successfully evade our enemy. We should be
always alert and clear-headed (“sober”). When we
live in this state of active readiness at all times, we
can discern false teaching (see 1 John 4:1-3;
2 John 1:7-11) and overcome temptation at all
times (Matt. 26:41). We can then see the danger
lurking from a distance, and be ready for the attack

4. Put on the whole armor of God. The way we
can resist the attack of Satan is to put on the ‘whole
armor of God’ that include integrating truth,
righteousness, preparation of thegospel of peace,
faith and salvation in our personal lives. We also
have the Word of God to attack Satan, and prayer
to empower us (Eph. 6:13-18). This is exactly how
our Lord Jesus faced the attack of Satan in the
wilderness after being empowered through
fasting prayer and having hidden the Word in His
heart (Matt. 4:1-11).

5. Resist the attack of the enemy. When Satan
attacks us, we should not keep silent, but rather
resist his attacks through prayer and God’s Word.
James counsels us to resist the devil and he will
flee from us (4:7). We do not have strength in
ourselves to oppose him, but as we are firm in
our faith, in our dependence on the Lord, we can
resist him boldly (1 John 5:4). We should resist
him “steadfast in the faith” since we have God on
our side to lead us to victory.

6. Be aware that Satan attacks every child of
God in the same manner. We should be rest
assured that we are not the only ones whom Satan
attacks and persecutes. Rather “all who desire to
live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution”
(2 Tim. 3:12).

7. Seek God'’s help as we draw closer to Him.
Ultimately, it is God alone who will give us the
victory over the attacks of Satan. Victory comes
when we remain committed to God, because He
is greater than our enemy (1 John 4:4). When we
humble ourselves in the sight of God, He will lift
us up (James 4:10). We should submit ourselves
to God, and draw near to Him so that He will draw
near to us (James 4:7). We can then lean upon
His strength as He is greater than our spiritual
enemy, and He alone will make us victorious in
the end!

Today, let us cling to God, dwell in His secret
place and under His shadow in order to resist the
attack of Satan in our lives: “He who dwells in the
secret place of the Most High shall abide under
the shadow of the Almighty. | will say of the Lord,

word.com % o satan when it comes. ‘He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him
3. Recognize that our enemy is not really | will trust.’Surely He shall deliver you from the
powerful as he appears. We should note that Peter  snare of the fowler and from the perilous
has described Satan who “walks about like a  pestilence. He shall cover you with His feathers,
roaring lion”. He is acting like a lion, but we serve  and under His wings you shall take refuge; His
the true”Lion of the tribe of Judah” (Rev. 5:5). We  truth shall be your shield and buckler’ (Psalms
will be victorious in the end! 91:1-4) |
November 2019 8 Suvartha



Holiness :

Its relevance in today's culture

"Because it is written, be ye holy; for | am holy" (1 Peter 1:16)

What does it mean to be holy and
how is that relevant in our culture
today?

For our meditation let us turn our
attention to 1 Peter 1:16: "Because it
is written, be ye holy; for | am holy".

The dictionary meaning of 'holy' is
to be dedicated or consecrated to God
or a religious purpose. The Epistle of
Peter is the fulfillment of the
commission given to Peter by Christ.
Peter was writing this Epistle to the
dispersed Jews who were driven out of
Jerusalem and scattered throughout
Asia Minor and all the believers
everywhere. His purpose was to offer
encouragement to the suffering
Christians. He begins the epistle by
thanking God for salvation (ch. 1: 2-6).
Then he explains that trials in our lives
refine faith and God considers our faith
far more precious than mere gold (ch.
1:7-9). He teaches them to believe in
Christ in spite of their circumstance
because salvation is

fit

Joel V. Blessan
Houston

their lives to Christ, it is human nature
to fall back to his old ways. Therefore,
he is encouraging believers to be holy
in everything they do.As defined earlier,
holiness mean totally devoted and
dedicated to God, set aside for His
special use, set apart from sin and its
influence. We are not supposed to
blend in with the worldly people but be
different. Our priorities must be aligned

consecrated for His divine purpose. In
order to lead a holy life, we should
exercise self-control and ask God for
the Holy Spirit. We should spend time
with God reading the word, listening
to His word, and praying to God.

In today’s culture one of the biggest
drawbacks is the influence of
technology and social media. Children
spend hours and hours on electronic
devices which isolates them from the
outside world. They get addicted to
different games and social media apps
and they don’t realize they are getting
drawn into it. It corrupts them to the
point that they cannot decide right from
wrong. It does not allow to spend
quality time with family and with God.
Today’s generation is going astray due
to the negative influence of technology
which is pulling them away from God
and their loved ones. Hence, we as
Christians need to exercise self-
control and be able to decipher right

from wrong. Parents should

revealed in Christ. In

not allow children the total

response to such a great
salvation, Peter is giving a
call to lead a holy life. He
commands them to live a
holy life, to reverently fear
and trust God, to be honest
and loving and to become
Christ-like {ch. 1:14-16).

Children spend hours and hours on electronic
devices which isolates them from the outside world.
They get addicted to different games and social media
apps and they don’t realize they are getting drawn into
it. It corrupts them to the point that they cannot decide
right from wrong. It does not allow to spend quality

time with family and with God.

freedom of spending all
their time with electronic
devices. Bible says: "Train
up a child in the way he
should go, and when he is
old he will not depart from
it (Proverbs 22:6). We
should always ask

The God of Israel is a holy

God. He sets standards for morality.
Unlike the gods of the pagan cults that
were popular in the first century, our
God is not a bloodthirsty God. He is
not warlike, adulterous, or spiteful. Our
God is a God of mercy and justice and
cares for His followers. "God created
man in His own image" (Genesis 1:27).
Therefore, He expects us to imitate
Him by following His moral standards.
Peter knows that after people commit

and be completely sure that it is
pleasing to God.

How can we make sure of that? We
have to ask God for the Holy Spirit.
His Holy Spirit can lead us into all truth
and give us power to overcome sin.

"Be holy as | am holy" - What
does that mean and how is that
relevant in our culture today? Based
on Peter’s teaching, to be holy is to
lead a holy life; set apart and

ourselves what would

Jesus want me to do?
We should always think Christ-like.
If we lead a holy and acceptable life
that is pleasing in the sight of our Lord
Jesus Christ, He will have no hesitation
in calling us His Bride. We should
strive to lead a holy life every day of
our lives, seeking the help of the Holy
Spirit. May God bless us all with these
words. (]
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I miss you, Lord!

Here | am, standing in the crowd,
But still I miss you, Lord!

Here | am, with my wallet full,
But still I miss you, Lord!

Dr. Grace Davidson Here | am with a well-paid job,
But still I miss you, Lord!
Here l amin a lovely home,
But still I miss you, Lord!

Here | am, with my friends around,
But still I miss you, Lord!

Here | am, enjoying life,

But still I miss you, Lord!

Here | am in a church service,
But still I miss you, Lord!
Here | am, in a Bible class,
But still I miss you, Lord!

Here | am in a fasting prayer,
But still I miss you, Lord!

So here | am, in my prayer room,
With no one around, just you and me,
Because | miss you Lord!

Quotable Quotes

"God is not silent. It is the nature of God to speak.
The second person of the Holy Trinity is called the Word"
khkkkkkhkkkhkkkkhkhkkkhkhkkhkkkkhkkkx AW Tozzer
"We must meet the uncertainties of this world with the certainty of the world to come"
“The Bible is a supernatural book and can be understood only by supernatural aid"
"God wants us to worship Him. He doesn't need us, for He is a self-sufficient God and does not need
anything or anybody, but He wants us. When Adam sinned it was not he who cried, "God, where art
Thou?" It was God who cried, "Adam, where art thou?""
"Religion today is not transforming the people - it is being transformed by the people. It is not raising the
moral level of society - it is descending to society's own level and congratulating itself that it has scored a
victory because society is smiling accepting its surrender"

“It is scarcely possible in most places to get anyone to attend a meeting where the only attraction is God"

kkkkkkkkhhhhhhhhhhhhhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhdrhrrhhdd
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Participants of Pastbrs' fémily conference of IPC Aurangabad Dist. with Pr. Yohannékutty
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Scenes from Navapur District of IPC Maharashtra

IPC NAVAPUR K b &
CONVENTION 2020 o P s
REVIVAL MEETINGS & WORSHIP

3. 91 G 919

[a ~ o
ST @7 STfOT STRTSHT

15, 16, 17 APRIL 2020

Please pray,for.
IPC Navapur. Convention;2020
PR. P. JOY .
STATE PRESIDENT - - We are expecting 10,000 people
to gather for: 3/days

Navapur Conventlon Commlttee and State Committee members along with co- -ordinators and caretakers
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Scenes from Kolhapur District of IPC Maharashtra

Preaching - Pr. K.J. Shaji Preaching -”Br. John Varghese

Scenes from IPC Borivli Convention
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PRAY FOR IPC MAHARASHTRA STATE

Nandurbar Bhandara Gondia
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Chandrapur

# 376 Churches

®» 376 Pastors

# 370 Outstations

» 152 Prayer Cells

» 42 House churches

» Upcoming Church buildings and parsonages

# Hebron Bible College

# Suvartha Publications

® Tracts & Literature Ministry

# 28 Primary Schools and Balwadies in the Villages

Scenes from Nashik District of IPC Maharashtra
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I.nauguration - Pr. Johnson Chacko Guest Speaker - Pr. James Chécko Vote of thanks - Pr. Cinto Vargl;é;se
Translation Br. Johnson Mathew (President IPC Meghalaya State)
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Worship service led by Pr. Johnson Chacko Congrgation
Br. Roy Varghese serving the Lord's supper
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Children's

Once
upon a
time, a
well-
known
painter
w a s
standing
on top of a hill and painting a beautiful
scenery on a big canvas. It was an
incredibly beautiful painting.

After he completed his painting the
painter was so excited that he began
to take a few steps backward to admire
his big painting. He kept walking
backwards without realising that he
was only a step away from the edge
of the hill. Just one more step
backward and he would fall down the
cliff and die.

A man saw what the painter was
doing and was about to shout and warn
him. But he realized that his shout
might startle the painter and make him
step further back and fall. The man

"Let the little children come
to me and do not hinder them"

"The Painter"

thought of an idea and ran towards the
painting. He took a bottle of paint and
splashed it on the beautiful painting
spoiling it completely!

Upon realising what happened to
his painting the painter got very angry
and moved forward to hit the man.
However, some people standing in the
vicinity held him back and explained
to him how he was rescued from his
dangerous position.

We can compare this incident to
our Christian life. Many times we are
like the painter and become proud,

Juby Anoop, UK

basking in the glory of our
success or achievements
unaware of the danger it
brings to our life. God foresees
the danger and prevents it by
destroying this success,
position or achievement which
we love with so much pride.
He takes it away from us because He
knows that it will destroy us or make
us forget Gods grace in our lives.

Dear friends, whenever you lose
your favourite position, post or
something you valued too much,
remember God knows what is best for
your life. He will take care that you don’t
fall. So whenever you feel that God is
destroying your beautiful painting, just
be calm because He knows the danger
lying ahead of you.

Always keep in mind: God provides
only the best for us, His children, as
we read in Psalms 138:8: “The LORD
will fulfil His purpose for me. LORD,
Your love is eternal” ®

= D> =00

Story of

David went to the city of Nob to see
Ahimelech the priest

This is private matter,
give me five
loaves of bread and

Banage P.K.
| came without
| have sword / weapon
of Goliath AW .. Give it to me
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Most popular Christian song
of all time!

Lauren Daigle made history with her
hit song “You Say” by staying put as the
No. 1 song on Billboard’s Hot Christian

Lauren Daigle
Song writer - Singer

Songs for 62 weeks at the end of October
2019. The previous contender, “Oceans”
by Hillsong United, was the inspiration
behind the 28-year-old’s success.
Oceans sat at number one on the chart
for 61 weeks.

A few lines of the song go like this:

"YOU say | am loved

When | can't feel a thing

YOU say | am strong

When | think | am weak

And | believe, oh | believe

What YOU say of me, | believe"

Daigle said: “This song is just a
reminder of identity. A reminder that,
when I'm weak, He’s strong. How do |
change that and bring that into my
everyday life? When | feel inadequate,
how is it that there’s always these
moments where | feel like God just steps
in and supersedes my inadequacies”.
She explained in a tv interview: “I have
this call in my heart to reach all people. It
doesn’t matter if they’re in this block, or
that block, my heart is for all people to
know and encounter the love of God”.

Christianity Booming,
Atheism Declining

New research shows that
Christianity is growing faster than the

population around the world - and
atheism and agnosticism are on a
gradual decline. The 2019 Status of
Global Christianity report shows there
are 2.5 billion Christians in the world as
of mid-2019 - a major increase from the
1.98 billion Christians in 2000 and more
than double the number of Christians
(1.2 billion) in 1970. Christianity is
growing worldwide at a rate of 1.27
percent each year and outpacing
population growth (1.20 percent) - and
is booming in Africa (2.37 percent), Asia
(2.79 percent) and Latin America (2.29
percent). By comparison, there are 138
million atheists around the world in mid-
2019 - but less than the 165 million in
1970. The Status of Global Christianity
report is released by the Center for the
Study of Global Christianity at Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary.

On the other hand, a Pew Research
Center study shows the percentage of
American adults who call themselves
Christian has declined the past decade,
from 77 percent to 65 percent, while the
percentage of U.S. adults who identify
as atheist, agnostic or “nothing in
particular’ has risen from 17 percent to
26 percent in that same span. Much of
Christianity’s growth is due to its surge
in other continents. Africa (119 million)
and Asia (160 million) each have more
Christians than North America (100
million). Among Christian traditions,
evangelicals (2.19 percent) and
Pentecostals (2.26 percent) are growing
faster than Protestants (1.61 percent)
and Roman Catholics (1.02 percent).

It is very clear that the center of
Christianity is shifting from the west to
the east. The Spirit of the Lord is moving
the hearts of people. Evangelicals and
Pentecostals are growing in numbers!

Bible verses on cups
and food wrappers!

A restaurent chain owner and
president, Lynsi Snyder, is printing Bible
verses on coffee cups and food
packaging wrappers. While some
company owners try to distance their
brands from their faith, Snyder says that

she has expanded a tradition started
decades ago when then company
president Rich Snyder printed Bible
references on packagings. She told an
interviewer, “It was my Uncle Rich who
put the Bible verses on the cups and
wrappers in the early '90s, just before
he passed away. He had just accepted
the Lord and wanted to put that little touch
of his faith on our brand”. The company
has used well-known Bible references
like John 3:16, Nahum 1 :7, Proverbs
24:16 and Luke 6:35. Snyder adds: “Our
main thing is we’re giving God the glory
and that we believe that He has blessed
this company”.

It is, indeed, good to see at least a
few companies who have the courage to
stand for their faith and conviction,
especially when there are quite a number
of persecuters and haters of Christian
faith at this time in several countries!

Pontius Pilate - not so bad
as we thought!

Archaeologists have excavated an
important 2000-foot-long street that
connected the Temple Mount to the pool
of Siloam. The archaeologists from Tel
Aviv University and the Israel Antiquities
Authority who excavated the street
discovered a hundred coins dating to
between 17 and 30/31 A.D. trapped in
the paving stones. They conclude that
most of the construction was performed
while Pilate was governor of the region.
The size of the street—approximately 25
feet wide—and the large stone slabs
used to pave it suggests that the road
had a certain grandeur to it. The
discovery that Pilate was responsible for
building the street from the pool of
Siloam to the Temple Mount suggests
that there was another side to the
intemperate governor - a man best
known for his religious insensitivity and
heavy-handed approach to leadership.

It seems that Pilate’s building project
was altruistic in nature: it was something
he did to please Jewish authorities and
locals. All of which suggests that perhaps
the personality of Pilate was more
complicated than we have thought! @
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E-mail: suvartha@yahoo.com /
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MATRIMONIAL

Pentecostal Parents Settled in
Navi Mumbai, invites marriage
proposal for their daughter, 26
Yrs Old, 5"., M.Com, working
with an MNC in Navi Mumbai as
an Accountant, Is in Search for
Suitable boys, Parents of God
fearing, Spirit filled & Pro-
fessionally qualified boys
Working & Settled here or
Abroad.
Please Contact
8652445543 | 7738697529

Wanted bride for Aditya Mishra,
Age 28 yrs., height 5'9", weight
59 kgs., color - fair complexion,
saved and baptized in June,
2005 and filled with Holy Spirit
before baptism, belongs to
Brahmin background and born
and brought up in Delhi
Qualification: B. A., B. Ed.
Pursuing MA. Job: Central
Government employee (UDC),
Ministry of Labor and
Employment, New Delhi
Contact No. # 9136772633

Wanted bride for Sanjay
Paswan, Age - 24 years, colour -
fair, height 5'2", weight 55 kg.
Saved, baptized and filled with
Holy Spiritin 2016.
Profession : Painter

Contact No. # 9990921703

Wanted bride for Pushpanathan
Vishnu Prasad, B.Tech, working
as Learning and Development
Manager, age - 28 years, colour -
fair, height 6'3", Saved, baptized.
Contact No. 8142613760

Born again Christian, Pentecostal
girl, (baptised and filled with Holy
spirit with true doctrinal standing)
Age 30, 5'3", complexion :Light
Dark Brown, 12th , workingas a
Data Entry and Back office. God
loving career oriented, positive
attitude towards life, peace lover
and ofcorse fun loving. | am and
will be active for God's ministry's all
as per His leading along with my
career.

For further details contact :

Pr. Manu Zachariah
+91 9833224440

Born again, Christian
Pentecostal parents seeking
alliance for their daughter (29.
5'3"). B.E. (IT), PGDM in IT.
Working as a Sr. Software
Engineer, in Mumbai, from
parents of spiritually and
qualified boys.

For further details contact :

Pr. Manu Zachariah
+91 9833224440

Wanted bridegroom for Priyanka
Kumari, Age 26 yrs., height 5'3",
weight 60 kgs. Qualification: B.A.
and working as Receptionist in
Automobile company, Delhi,
saved, baptized and filled with
Holy Spirit.
Contact No.
+91 8368695955

Wanted bridegroom for Priya
Bhram Age : 25, Height: 4'9"
Weight: 50 kg Qualification: B.
Com, Job : Tuition Teacher
Baptism : June 2008, Filled in
Holy Spirit: July 2007, Caste :
Bniya Kori
Contact No.:
+91 83839 61299

Christian Pentecostal parents
invite proposals for their son 27
years, 5'5", fair, good looking.
B.Sc. Computer Science, doing
job in IT Industry. Hindu Ezhava
converted family. Well settled in
Mumbai. Fatheris a Pastor.

Mob.: +91 9967839604
9168404341

Syrian Christian Pentecostal
parents invite marriage
proposals for their baptized,
spirit filled son 28 yrs, 172 cm, 75
kgs, fai. Born and brought-up out
side Kerala. BCom & CA Inter
passed. Appeared C.A. Final
exam. Working as an Accountant
in a prestigious hospital in Delhi.
From parents of spiritual and
equally qualified girls.

Contact No.:
+91 9821332273
+91 9871223803, 9650340704

Born & brought up in Middle East,
from Marthoma background.
Born again & baptized believer.
Attending Eternity Independent
Church, Mavelikara. Ornament
wearing girl (28 Yrs, 5'2", Fair)
B.A Economics from Pune
Symbiosis. Masters in
Economics from University of
London. Worked in Delhi
University as Research Assistant
for 2 yrs. At present working at
I.S.B Hyderabad. Passed NET
also. Interested in doing Ph.D.
(If God allows).

Contact: +91 9446192886
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Cont. No.: 09739811405

Christian Pentecostal parents
settled in Navi Mumbai. Proposal
for their born again daughter,
age 26/ 149 cm, she is born and
brought up in Mumbai.
Completed her Doctor of
Pharmacy (Pharm D). Currently
working in Navi Mumbai, since 3
years. Seeking for alliance from
parents of eligible Malayali
Pentecostal Boy, preferably
raised outside Kerala, Spiritual
and Post Graduate.

For further details contact:
+91 9821236319 / 9969072119
varghese20763@gmail.com

November 2019

21

Suvartha



a3l © { ©) 5 6O

a10. aniosniyedl mamealeloa allmoal od.af)e. MVOMGOIGE

MoeEEN! : AUIWEIO HACONM3 21Baf
@0C0Y0S

B30a0 GO aLEIoWO
GAGEIMIGT3 6. af)o. TVLODCAUG3 (96)

SHAODIVMIWIVIT  €aIBSDO|S)-
Moo RIOOE! 26 HAUSTIWOPa
QIE! 2182] B0 LI HALAICHETD
@ll@d msan.

@00} : alCOMWIW GO @3 LOM)
CQIDT3. ALHNUB : @REAEMI, HaldSIQon,
62002 MLOMECAID (CBHOB), ald.
en1oennEl  LOMGQIM3  (MeeeENI),
©ORM aquoMmeaI@d (snilenavanad),
ald. GRANENT MVLOMEGAUGTI (aloaflzgl),
ald. ©ENIaN] ALOMEAUDI (BODO).

L

Global Migration Consultancy

study aboard.

Avustralia/UAE.

New Zealand.

ADDRESS:

- Education Counselling for all countries to

- Skilled Migration Visas for Canada and Australia.
- Refusal cases analysis and Refiling.
- Internships for fresh Graduates in USA.

- Nursing and Teaching Jobs for UK/Canada/

- Schooling Admissions for Canada/Australia/

- Resettlement Assistance for Australia/Canada.

407, Aura Biplex, Senate Building, Above Kalyan Jewellers,

SV Road, Borivali West, Mumbai 400 092

CONTACT US:

Phone: 8108167722 | 022 2808 5929 | 022 2808 5979

Email: info@gmcmumbai.com | Website: www.gmecmumbai.com
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Saji Mathew - 98205 60569
Moncy P. George - 97027 15909

Email : ipcms.sundayschool@gmail.com
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