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Will You Still Be There?

"When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to
them, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it" (Mark 8:34,35)

I heard the story about a little boy who was
told by his father to stay at a dry place during a
fast-rising flood. His father left him there to get
the rest of the family out of danger, but he got
stuck at the house. He tried his best to return
to his son but could not. Meanwhile, the water
level began to rise rapidly at the place where
the little boy stood. He kept standing there as
his father told him and called out for his dad.
There was an opportunity for him to run to a
higher ground, but obeying his father’s
instruction, he just stood there. He cried out
as the water rose above his knees to hiswaist.
He stood there in
obedience to his father’s

redemption. But we do have a yoke to deal with.
Jesus did say: “For My yoke is easy and My
burden is light.” (Matthew 11:30). But there is a
yoke and there is a burden.

The instruction is clear: “When He had called
the people to Himself, with His disciples also,
He said to them, “Whoever desires to come
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me” (Mark 8:34). There is a
cross the followers of Jesus are called to carry.

Cross-bearing is part of discipleship and
Christian life. This is evident from the Bible and
Church history.

All  the original
apostles carried their

instruction and at the end
was carried away by the
powerful currents.

This is a sad story as
it describes the
obedience of a little boy
and the unanticipated
outcome caused by a
loving human father who
had only limited
foreknowledge. | really

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the author
of The Cost of Discipleship,
was telling the truth when he
said that salvation is free but not
cheap. A high price was paid for
our salvation. We did not pay it.
God through Christ paid the
hefty price of our redemption.
But we do have a yoke to deal
with.

crosses. Saint Paul the
latecomer also paid
heavily as Ananias was
told by the Lord when
Saul was a blind man at
the house of Judas on
Straight street following an
encounter with Jesus the
Lord: “Go, for he is a
chosen vessel of Mine to
bear My name before

hope this is only a
fictional story.

Our Heavenly Father is all-knowing and
perfect. He loved us so much that He allowed
His son to die for us. The apostle Paul asks:
“He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him
also freely give us all things?” (Romans 8:32).
Indeed, He will give us all things. We can really
trust Him.

While this is completely true, Jesus tells
us that there is a cost to being His disciple.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the author of The Cost of
Discipleship, was telling the truth when he said
that salvation is free but not cheap.A high price
was paid for our salvation. We did not pay it.
God through Christ paid the hefty price of our

Gentiles, kings, and the
children of Israel. For | will
show him how many things he must suffer for
My name’s sake” (Acts 9:15-16).

Most of us will never encounter what Paul
endured for the gospel, but the list of what he
had to pay is sobering. He was “in labors more
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons
more frequently, in deaths often. From the Jews
five times | received forty stripes minus one.
Three times | was beaten with rods; once | was
stoned; three times | was shipwrecked, a night
and a day | have been in the deep; in journeys
often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in
perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the
Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among

Dr. Thomson
K. Mathew
D.Min., Ed.D.

Professor
Emeritus &
Former Dean,
Oral Roberts

University, USA
Member,
Executive
Board,
’Suvartha’

All the original
apostles carried
their crosses.
Saint Paul the
latecomer also
paid heavily as
Ananias was told
by the Lord: "/
will show him
how many things
he must suffer
for My name’s
sake”
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Thankfully,
there are still
those both
natives and
foreigners who
are willing to pay
the price and
stay at their
place of calling
for the sake of
the kingdom of
God. | praise
God for them.

false brethren; in weariness and toil, in
sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in
fastings often, in cold and nakedness...”(2
Corinthians 11:23-28). This list makes us
realize how light our burdenis.

India has benefitted from the price foreign
missionaries have paid. | have seen some of
their tombs in South India. William Carey stayed
where God placed him in India even though he
had all the reasons to leave. Just to mention
one example.

more tribal groups highly resistant to the gospel.
As a Keralite, he is treated as an inferior
foreigner. There is active resistance as locals
confront him with negative stories about
Christians and their leaders. There are times of
discouragement. He had opportunities to live
outside India in comfortable surroundings, but
decided to stay and reach out to these tribes

by contextualizing himself and his message.
The committee asked him relevant questions
regarding his

Thankfully, there
are still those both
natives and foreigners
who are willing to pay
the price and stay at
their place of calling for
the sake of the kingdom
of God. | praise God for

India has benefitted from the price
foreign missionaries have paid. | have
seen some of their tombs in South India.
William Carey stayed where God placed
him in India even though he had all the
reasons to leave.

personal,
professional, and
academic life. Before
the end of the
session, | asked him,
“If you are admitted to
this doctoral program,
in four years, you will

them. | met such a
person recently. Here’s that story.

| was serving via zoom on a committee of
seminary administrators in India interviewing
candidates who have applied for admission to
the Doctor of Ministry degree program. There
were ten applicants scheduled for interview that
day. One of them looked like a typical applicant.
He holds an accredited Master of Divinity degree
and has sulfficient experience in ministry. He is
working in North India in a community of two or

have an earned
doctorate. You will be called a Doctor. You will
be able to do many things. What will you be
doing in ten years?” He said: “I will still be here,
doing my best to reach out to this tribal
community with the gospel of Jesus Christ.”

| was moved by his answer, and voted to
admit him.Thank God there is a new generation
of disciples who are willing to stay where they
are called. Let me leave you with this
question: Will you still be there? [

Quotable Quotes

"Our world is filled with fear, hate, lust, greed, war, and utter despair. Surely the Second Coming
of Jesus Christ is the only hope of replacing these depressing features with
trust, love, universal peace, and prosperity"
“Now the will of man runs riot in the earth. Then the will of the Lord will alone be done. Until that
time, we are under orders from the King of kings to proclaim His message”

“We are to wait for the coming of Christ with patience. We are to watch with anticipation.
We are to work with Zeal. We are to prepare with urgency. Scripture says Christ is coming when
you're least expecting him. Coming as a thief. He said, ‘Be prepared. Get Ready.
Prepare to meet thy God. Are you prepared?”

Rev. Billy
Graham

"One hundred religious persons knit into a unity by careful organization do not constitute
a church any more than eleven dead men make a football team"
"I can safely say, on the authority of all that is revealed in the Word of God, that any man
or woman on this earth who is bored and turned off by worship is not ready for heaven"
"Perhaps it takes a purer faith to praise God for unrealized blessings
than for those we once enjoyed or those we enjoy now"
"Christians don’t tell lies they just go to church and sing them"
"I remind you that there are churches so completely out of the hands of God that if
Holy Spirit withdrew from them, they wouldn’t find it out for many months"

Rev. A.W.Tozer

\_ J
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The Beginning of the End!

"Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble,
whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely,
whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything
praiseworthy—meditate on these things. The things which you learned and
received and heard and saw in me, these do,
and the God of peace will be with you" (Philippians 4:8,9)

The current scenario of the world is beyond
our calculation, especially in the field of
technology. The technology stands at the peak
of its advancement in all the areas of human
life. Digitalization is one of the latest
contributions and similarly the Nano technology.
Literally everything is at the finger tips of men.
Living on the surface of the planet earth has
become boredom for people, and so they are
trying to find out other options in the outer
space. The covetous minds of the people may
get this desire also fulfilled..!

However there is an another side of the
world, which is dull and

technological advancements are becoming
handicapped before such an uncontrolled
situation.

Spiritual outlook:

Now, religious and spiritual environment also
is not much appreciable. Religious fanaticism
and spiritual degradation have become the mark
of this era. The so called churches are going
through this patch of their life. Even
Pentecostalism is confronted with degradation
of spiritual values more than ever before. (Not
forgetting that there are a few shining ones). It
is true that no spiritual activities are lacking,
but nevertheless, genuine
spirituality and

dormant, wherein people

are really living in a kind
of uncertainty. Humanity
is losing their hope of life,
living just because they
are born, ignorant about life
after death and the end of
the world. The economical

It is true that no spiritual
activities are lacking,
but nevertheless, genuine
spirituality and
commitment are rare

to identify. or

commitment are rare to
identify. Hence, what do
these things speak
about? To this question,
philosophers or
economists or politicians
technicians or

set back of countries is

another struggle people

are facing now. Moreover, people are afraid of
the growing fascism, communalism, terrorism,
various ecological crises and sophisticated
weapons which are phenomenal threats to all.
The social, moral and political evils are beyond
statistics. The question here is, where is the
world going? The latest epidemics like Corona
subdued all humanity under panic. Ina sense
the world became paralyzed in its motion; the
leaders also are gripped with fear of this
pandemic. Now Covid has become really a
global problem to which human beings are
fearful. The much acclaimed and highlighted

engineers cannot give an
answer. They may simply
say, perhaps it is a common phenomena or
optimistically tell that good days are coming!
The Holy Bible is the ultimate answer to this
situation. Bible is not simply a religious book,
but the book of AlImighty God, which speaks of
Past, Present and Future of humanity and of
the world. Therefore we can define this scenario
by the Word of God. Apostle Peter obviously
reminds us that, “The end of all things is at
hand....... ” (1 Peter 4:7a). Definitely this world
will have an END! There is a definite time set
by the Lord, though we are not able to know.
Thankfully, there are still those both natives and

Pastor Shibu
Joseph

The Holy Bible is
the ultimate
answer to this
situation. Bible is
not simply a
religious book,
but the book of
Almighty God,
which speaks of
Past, Present
and Future of
humanity and of
the world.
Therefore we
can define this
scenario by the
Word of God.
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People are more
interested in
retreats, rather
than renewal of
the mind,
projects rather
than prayer,
picnics rather
than fellowship
and fasting. We
have more
worship centers
than Word-
centered
churches. One
cannot be
obscured for the
sake of another.
Both, Word of

foreigners who are willing to pay the price and
stay at their place of calling for the sake of the
kingdom of God. | praise God for them.

The present world vividly shows the
symptoms and signs of the End time. However
the problem is, are we really aware about the
time? How the church is responding to this
situation? Rather than simply hearing the
fantastic explanations of cosmological signs in
sermons it is better to look into our churches
and more importantly to ourselves.(2 Timothy
3:1ff ; Hebrews 10:24,25; Romans 13:11-13).
If we still fail to recognize and discern the time
setting we would be never be able to escape
from trap of the world!

The selfie-culture of this age - an example -
is in fact a modern version of selfishness, which
is a dangerous aspect creeping into every heart,
though it is considered as a technological
revolution. We are

hand. Now a days people are artificial or
pretending to a greater extent.

Itis known to many that, many churches in
the western world are either closing down or
converting to social centers, even to mosques.
They are after neo-religious movements that are
more or less offshoots of Hinduism. The
apostasy in not only main line churches but
even Pentecostal churches is obvious today.
Materialism and pleasures of the world are
distracting believers from spiritual enthusiasm.
If we are not aware and fail to treat this problem
as soon as possible we may miss the mark,
that is Eternity!

The self interests, greed, authoritative minds,
lack of humility, money-minded nature are a few
other symptoms we see today in the spiritual
world. These are the deceptive forces of the
world and are darkening the hearts of many.

THE END IS NEAR.

enjoying by seeing our

own image repeatedly
rather than connecting
ourselves to the Image of
Christ. Jesus Christ
emphatically reminds us
to deny ourselves, but we,
on the contrary are

The selfie-culture of this age -
an example - is in fact a
modern version of selfishness,
which is a dangerous aspect
creeping into every heart,
though it is considered as a
technological revolution.

Conclusion:

At the end, what we
would do? Where are we
standing now? Are we
journeying through on two
boats? Are we able to

highlighting ourselves and

discern the situation or

loving our own image more

than any one else. The holy Book is
commanding us to conform unto our Lord Jesus
in day to day life. To conform means, to accept
and absorb the behavior and character of some
one. Since we have been called to be holy, as

are we still living in the
oblivious world of our own?

The time is at hand (Revelation 1:3). To us
beginning of the end is not ultimate, but there
is a glorious dawn of Eternity, to which we are
to strive forward. Forgetting what are behind and

God and worship § our Lord is, we cannot take the world into our  ignoring so called status which we consider
of God must go | behavior (1 Peter 1:14-16; Romans 12:2; 1 John precious for the sake of the excellent knowledge
handin hand | 2:15). of Christ like apostle Paul and run towards the
The lack of divine love (Agape) in usisthe  prize of our high calling. The magnificent days
typical sign of this age. We fail to love the Lord,  are ahead of us! Our Ache Din Ayenge...!!
and love one another as Jesus loves us. Whether It is the right and high time for church of
we agree or not, it is true. We are not called  Jesus Christ to get into the holy and living way
simply as worshipers alone, but as imitators of  that which is consecrated for us by the tearing
Christ. of His body and shedding of the priceless blood
The dormant attitudes towards the spiritual  (Hebrews 10:19-20). Let us confess our failures
aspects and dull response to the Word of God  and commit ourselves to conform unto His divine
have become normal scene in churchestoday.  nature under the banner of His love. Thisis the
People are more interested in retreats, rather  time to run towards the goal that is set before
than renewal of the mind, projects ratherthan  us and pursue what is true, what is holy,
prayer, picnics rather than fellowship and  whatever is noble, whatever things are lovely
fasting. We have more worship centers than  and praiseworthy (Philippians 4:8). Because we
Word-centered churches. One cannot be  are at the final lap of our race. THE END IS
obscured for the sake of another. Both, Word  NEAR... THE TIME OF OUR LORD’S COMING
of God and worship of God must go hand in  |S AT HAND. (]
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Meditations from
"1 Thessalonians"
- SIX -

"In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you”
(1 Thessalonians 5:18)

Apostle Paul has written about
‘thanksgiving’ or, about ‘giving thanks’ or, about
‘being grateful’ about 23 times, which is more
than any other New Testament author. After all
that God has done for our lives by sending His
only begotten Son Jesus Christ into this world
to die for us, it is not surprising that we should
have an attitude of gratitude in our daily living.
However, as we reflect on how to maintain this
attitude of gratitude as part of our daily lifestyle,
let us remember a few important aspects about
thanksgiving:

*We should give thanks ‘in’ everything:

In 1 Thesselonians 5:18, Apostle Paul has
carefully chosen the word ‘in’ for his statement:
“In everything give thanks”. This does not mean
that we should give thanks “for’ everything — that
may include matters resulting from the foolish
decisions that we make or, the consequences
that we face for disobeying God. Rather, we
should give thanks ‘in’ everything, and in every
circumstance. Why? This is because “we know
that all things work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). We
know that through it all God can use all things
and every situation for our good, for His glory
and for the extension of His kingdom.

*We should direct our thanks to God more
than people:

The reason for this is because people are
gifts from God, who is the ultimate source of all
our blessings. “Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, and comes down from the
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation

or shadow of turning” (James 1:17). We know
that time and time again in his letters, Apostle
Paul thanked God for the grace, love, faith,
patience and hope of the people of God (see
1 Corinthians 1:4; 1 Thesselonians 1:2-3).

* We should give thanks to God through
Jesus Christ for everything:

In the letter to the Colossians, this is what
Apostle Paul mentioned: “be thankful...and
whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
the Father through Him” (Colossians 3:15, 17).
Since we have access to God through His Son
Jesus Christ, we should also direct all thanks
to God in and through Him alone.

An Old Testament example of giving thanks
was when Job lost his money, his children, and
his health. He blessed the name of God in spite
of his personal tragedies, not because of them.
Nothing speaks more powerfully of a walk with
God than continuous thankfulness...for ‘this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for us” (v. 18).

Let us learn to maintain an attitude of
gratitude always...for everything that God has
done for us. Giving thanks to God should thus
be our native intrinsic emotion.The giving of
thanks in all things does not imply that all things
are good. Rather, we are charged with the giving
of thanks because of our confidence in the
purpose and the providence of God in any and
every circumstance of our lives.

“Therefore by Him let us continually offer
the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit
of our lips, giving thanks to His name” (Hebrews
13:15) -

Dr. Shibu
Cherian

MS, MBA,
D.Min., Ph.D.

is the Pastor

of Carolinas
Christian
Assembly in
Matthews, NC
that serves all
Asian Indians in
and around the
Charlotte area.
He is also the
President of
United in the
WORD
Ministries, Inc.
He is a certified
Clinical Chaplain,
a Bible Teacher
and a Premarital
Counselor.

Visit his ministry
website @ http:/
www.unitedinthe
word.com
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Continuing
the New Series of
Bible Study

Dr. C.P.
Varghese
Paduthottu

is the Founder
& President of
Peniel Bible
Seminary,
Peniel
Children’s
Home & Peniel
Academy,
Keezhillam,
Kerala.

Along with all

the other
ministries of
Peter, he wrote
two of the New
Testament books.
Though they are
not lengthy, they
are profound.

Strangers, but Chosen of God!
1 Peter 1:1-2

“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who are chosen according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ
and be sprinkled with his blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.”

Let us study the first epistle ofApostle Peter
by the help of the Holy Spirit.

Author under the Holy Spirit - Peter:

The writer by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
introduces himself by the name the Lord Jesus
Christ gave him, other than by the name his
family gave him. He does not boast in any of
his associations, accomplishments,
achievements. Then he acknowledges a title
he received from the Lord Christ, an apostle.
Silas might have helped him as a clerk or a
carrier, see 5:12. Jesus commissioned Peter
to strengthen his brothers (see Luke 22:31-34).
Along with all the other ministries of Peter, he
wrote two of the New Testament books. Though
they are not lengthy, they are profound.

Purpose:

It is written to exhort and encourage
believers to stand strong in the times of suffering
and persecution. Suffering is mentioned 16
times in this short epistle. He encourages
believers to be hopeful of the future glory that is
to come.

Apostle:

This English word is the translation of the
Greek word, ‘Apostolos’ meaning a person sent
forth or sent out with authority, special mission
and message. The same greek word is also
translated “missionary”.’

In secular Greek the word apostolos was
used of an admiral sent out by a king on special
assignment. Someone who is officially sent out
as a delegate or ambassador with the authority
of the one who sent him.

The title apostle is used for our LORD Jesus
Christ (see Hebrews 3:1). Itis very appropriate
for our LORD since He is sent by the Father
with a special mission and authority (see John
9:4; 17:3-4). Jesus Christ chose and sent out
twelve of His followers and He named them
“apostles” (see Luke 6:13 & Mark 6:30).

According to Peter the qualifications for
apostleship in the narrow sense of the word are
found in Acts 1:21-22. Though Paul was not
among The Twelve, he was called, appointed
and commissioned by Christ Himself after His
ascension (see 1 Corinthians 9:1; 15:8;
2 Corinthians 11:5). The Lord gave apostles to
the world and the church (see Ephesians 4:11)
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This title is used in a wider meaning to
include Barnabas, Timothy and many others
(see Acts 14:4; Romans 16:7; 2 Corinthians
8:23; Philippians 2:25).

As Peter introduces himself to his writers,
he humbly acknowledges his God given
privileges and responsibility and introduces
himself as such. Peter greets his readers.

Primary Recipients:

Peter calls them as strangers, sojourners.
They are called aliens, and pilgrims (see 1 Peter
2:11). Their permanent citizenship is not in this
world. They lived at the five locations mentioned
here, places in northern Asia Minor, that is
today’s Turkey. Though they lived at the places
mentioned in verse 1, Apostle Peter reminds
them that they are there only for a short while.
Their permanent citizenship is not in this world.
That was the attitude of all the saints of God of
the past such as Abraham, Issac, Jacob and
others (see Hebrews 11:
8-16) Read the words of blessed hope of a
citizen of heaven in Genesis 47:8-9.

Moses and Joseph lived as strangers in
Egypt. Daniel, and his Jewish friends lived as
strangers in the court of Babylon. Every child
of God should be a stranger to the ways of this
world. Our affections, attitudes, attractions,
desires, thoughts, views, speech, should all be
in the light of our heavenly homeland (see
Psalms 39:12; 119:19; Colossians 3:2).

Apostle Paul reminds the believers in
Philippi that our citizenship is in heaven (see
Philippians 3:20,21, 2 Corinthians 5:6). This
should be the attitude of every born again child
of God. Though we live in this world we are not
of this world (see John 17:16).

Scattered:

The children of Israel were scattered from
time to time into foreign countries, sometimes
by force and other times voluntarily.
believers were scattered or diaspora. Thisis a
term used to to speak of those who live outside
of their country, in particular, Jewish people
outside of Palestine (see John 7:35; James 1:1).
There were Jews in Jerusalem on the day of
Pentecost from Pontus and Cappadocia (see
Acts 2:9). The believers who were scattered went
about sharing the Gospel (see Acts 8:4). The
church was scattered, so that those who are

scattered will spread the imperishable seed,
which is the word of God everywhere they are.

Chosen or Elect by God:

God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit, the Holy Trinity is involved in
choosing, sanctifying, and separating His
people for Himself from the world (see John
15:19; Ephesians 1:4, 1 Peter 2:9). Jesus said,
many are called, but few are chosen (see
Matthew 22:14; Romans 8:28-30). We are
sanctified positionally by the work of the Holy
Spirit, but we need to be sanctified practically
daily in our life in this world. We are washed
and cleansed by the blood of Christ.

Sprinkled with His blood:

There is no remission of sins without the
shedding of the blood(see Hebrews 9:22). Peter
makes reference here to the establishing of the
Old Covenant. Remember the passover lamb
and the sprinkling of the blood (see Hebrews
11:28, Exodus 12:21-22). In the establishment
of the covenant between Jehovah and His
people, Israel, the sprinkling of the blood is so
significant. Blood should be sprinkled on the
altar, on Aaron and his sons, on their garments,
and so on and so forth (see Exodus 24:6-8;
29:16, 20-21, Leviticus 4:6; Hebrews 9:12-22).
Since the sacrifices of the Old Testament were
only shadows of Christ and that which is to
come, we are to be sprinkled with the blood of
Christ. We must obey Jesus Christ, for
obedience is better than disobedience and
sacrifice (see 1 Samuel 15:22). There is
punishment for disobedience.

Peter prays for the increase of God’s grace
and peace in the life of each believer. We are
what we are in Christ by the grace of God, by
the unmerited favor of God. We should watch
ourselves so we should not fall from the grace
of God. Letourthoughts, words and deeds be
with grace, so that those who associate with us
will receive grace. We have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ (see Romans
5:1). Let us live in peace with others as we are
taught to do (see Romans 12:18). Experience
the peace (shalom) of God in this world of
turmoil. Peace in ourselves because the Prince
of Peace lives in us (Isaiah 9:6). Let the peace
and grace keep on increasing until it reaches
its fullest measure in each one of us. m

Moses and
Joseph lived as
strangers in
Egypt. Daniel,
and his Jewish
friends lived as
strangers in the
court of Babylon.
Every child of
God should be a
stranger to the
ways of this
world. Our
affections,
attitudes,
attractions,
desires,
thoughts, views,
speech, should
all be in the light
of our heavenly
homeland
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The expected behaviour of
""Kings and Priests'"!

"But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light" (1 Peter 2:9)
“To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and priests to
His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen" (Revelation 1:6)

J

The scriptures quoted above make
it amply clear that God has called
believers to the dual role of being kings
and priests. Therefore, what should be
the decorum of the children of God for
this dual position?

KINGSHIP

We must humbly bear in mind that
this position was originally given to the
children of Israel (Exodus 19:6,
Numbers 24:17). Aline from a popular
film goes: “with great power comes
great responsibility”. The function of a
king was to provide leadership: people
came to the king for justice (2 Samuel
15:2); and the king was expected to
deal righteously (Proverbs 16:12, 20:8,
29:4, 29:14), whilst punishing the
ungodly (2 Chronicles 19:2). The
dangers of not having any ruler or king
is recorded in the Book of Judges,
where each citizen did whatever he or
she pleased (Judges 17:6, 21:25).

How, therefore, was a king
expected to behave, and what meaning
does it hold for us in the New
Testament times?

Moses, foreseeing in the Spirit that
the Israelites would demand a king over
themselves someday, lists down the
characteristics for a king in
Deuteronomy 17:14-20:

1. V.14: The circumstance in which
the Israelites demands for a king is
stated to be when they want to
become just ‘“like the nations
surrounding (them)”. Whereas this was
never meant to be the Lord’s plan for
them, as in the vision shown to
Balaam, of “a people dwelling alone,

4 )
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”

not reckoning itself among the nations
(Numbers 23:9). In the New Testament,
we are called to “come out from among
(the unbelievers) and be separate”
(2 Corinthians 6:14-18) and to “not be
conformed to this world” (Romans
12:2).

2. V.15: This leader was to be
chosen by the Lord from among the
12 tribes of Israel. In the New
Testament, only a believer can be
designated to be a king. Jesus, as the
firstborn of many brethren (Romans
8:29), is therefore justifiably titled as
the “King of kings” (1 Timothy 6:15;
Revlation 17:14, 19:16).

3. V.16: The king was instructed
not to put his trust in the strength of
horses, nor depend on unreliable
sources like pagan nations (“Egypt”)
for increasing military might. We, too,
are clearly instructed that deliverance
from trouble and death comes only
from the Lord (Psalms 33:16-17,
144:10; Proverbs 21:31).

4. V.17: Kings are also instructed
not to multiply wealth (silver and gold)
for themselves. A secular saying is
“coins are round, so they roll away from

us”. Indeed, even the wise man in the

Bible advises us not to overwork to

accumulate riches, for money will

“make itself wings and fly away”

(Proverbs 23:5). Rather, Agur tells us

to pray for neither poverty nor riches,

but ‘just enough, as we need” (Proverbs
20:8-9).

5.Vs.18-19: Moses insists that the
future kings of Israel should write out
the Word of God for themselves, and
read it daily, to the end that they fear
and obey God. This method was
repeated to Joshua as a fool-proof way
to prosperity and good success
(Joshua 1:8); as well as listed as a
pre-requisite of a blessed man (Psalms
1:2), and noble-mindedness (Acts
17:11). This is because it brings glory
to kings to diligently search out
matters that God has hidden (Proverbs
25:2).

6. V.20: Meditating upon the
scriptures diligently has the overall
outcome of humility: the deeper we
learn about the Lord through the
scriptures, the more we realize that we
are nothing before Him; like the
understanding finally perceived by Job
(Job 40:3-5, 42:5-6).

7. Lastly, kings need to be open to
receive instruction (Psalms 2:10-11)
and wisdom (Proverbs 8:15).

So, how does one become a good
king? Psalm 72 records the advice of
King David to his son Solomon, who
would be king after him. King Solomon
himself, after his coronation,
acknowledges his youth and
inexperience before the Lord, and asks
for His wisdom to govern His people of
Israel (1 Kings 3:5-10; 2 Chronicles
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1:6-10). We too, must humbly
acknowledge that our steadfastness to
maintain the decorum of a king, can
come from the Lord’s help alone
(Psalms 21:7).

PRIESTHOOD

This position too was assigned to
Israel before it passed on to us New
Testament believers (Exodus 19:6). In
the Old Testament, we can observe 3
categories of people called to serve
God, and a hierarchy between them:
High Priest > Ordinary priests >
Levites. There was always only one
High Priest designated at a time,
starting with Aaron and continuing to
one of his descendants at a time
(Exodus 28, 29; Leviticus 8), while the
other descendants performed other
roles as ordinary priests. In the New
Testament, Jesus fulfils the position of
High Priest forever (Hebrews 5:5-6), as
the firstborn of many brethren (Romans
8:29). Indeed, the entire fifth chapter
of the Letter to the Hebrews is devoted
to proving that Jesus is greater than
Aaron.

Children of the rest of tribe of Levi
(non-Aaronic) were chosen to support
the priests in their duties later on, as
a reward for “standing on the Lord’s
side”, fearlessly against their brethren,
during the incident of the golden calf
(Exodus 32:25-29; Deuteronomy
10:8). Subsequently, they are not
counted with the other tribes (Numbers
1:49, 2:33); are selected to be the
Lord’s (Numbers 3:44-45, 8:14); and
therefore have no earthly possessions
allotted to them as the Lord is their
inheritance (Deuteronomy 10:9, 18:
1-2; Joshua 13:14). Their job was to
minister to the Tabernacle of the
Testimony (Numbers 1:50-53), carrying
the Ark of the Covenant itself (1 Samuel
6:15; 1 Chronicles 15:2; 2 Samuel

15:24), even going before the army and
people of Israel (Joshua 3:3). After the
temple was constructed at Jerusalem
to house the Ark, Levites were
assigned various duties, originally
envisaged by King David (1 Chronicles
28:21): these included being
doorkeepers, and overseers of
equipment, kitchen utensils, food
grains, wine, oil, incense, etc. (1
Chronicles 9:17-32), as well as singers
and musicians (1 Chronicles 9:33; 2
Chronicles 5:12), and having charge
over the Temple treasury (1 Chronicles
26:20). Needless to say, being faithful
in doing one’s duty and highly
principled in financial dealings were
hallmarks of a good Levite —as we are
also expected to behave (Ephesians
6:5-8, Colossians 3:22-23, Luke
16:11). Further, they were even more
zealous than the priests in sanctifying
themselves and the temple (2
Chronicles 29:5, 15-17, 34-35). Some
duties of the Levites towards society
overlapped with those assigned to the
priests.

Priests were expected to carry out
a range of tasks, which are applicable
to believers too:

1. Priests were in-charge of
carrying out 5 types of sacrifices/
offerings (Leviticus 1-5), as well as
conduct atonement for people ranging
from individuals (both male and
female), to the whole nation of Israel
(Leviticus 16). Each of these times, the
priests had to be sanctified
themselves, first. Under the New
Testament, our High Priest Jesus
fulfilled the requirement of propitiatory
sacrifice once for all (Hebrewa 7:26-
27). From us, it is expected that we
offer the sacrifice of praise,
thanksgiving, freewill offerings, as well
as of our time and talents (Hebrews
13:15, Matthew 10:8, 2 Corinthians
9:7). Further, we must stand in the gap

and intercede for others (1 Timothy 2:
1-4, Ephesians 6:18).

2. They oversaw the Levites and
the work of the sanctuary (later,
temple), ensuring that all required
items were always available in stock
and freshly prepared (Numbers 3:32,
4:16). Needless to add, only the most
able priests were selected for these
tasks (1Chronicles 9:13b). Are our
hearts ready at all times with the
infilling of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians
5:18, Romans 8:26)?

3. Priests were responsible for
blowing trumpets, made from different
materials like silver and ram’s horn, as
a signal for Israelites to congregate for
important announcements like notice
of a warning/ alarm, or to address the
army prior to war (Numbers 10:8).
Priests could also divine oracles of God
to guide the people via the Urim
(Numbers 27:21). We are asked to be
ready to preach the Word of God at all
times and spend ourselves for the sake
of the Gospel, warning this perishing
world to repent while there is still time
of grace (2 Timothy 4:2-5, 2 Corinthians
12:15a, Acts 2:40).

4. For society in general, priests
were to pronounce judgement among
people and teach them the Word of
God (Deuteronomy 17:8-12). They
were also expected to be
knowledgeable about public health
issues: being able to diagnose leprosy;
scall and plague on people and
objects, and taking appropriate
measure to avoid their spread
(Leviticus 13). Similarly, we are
exhorted to encourage our brothers and
sisters in faith (Colossians 3:16,
1 Thessalonians 5:11, 2 Corinthians
1:3-4, Hebrews 10:24-25).

May we humbly remember that this
priesthood is given to us as a gift of
service (Num. 18:7) and consider it our
honour to serve the Living God. PY

“For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. | will be
their God, And they shall be My people. Therefore, come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord.
Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you. | will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and
daughters”, says the Lord Almighty" (2 Corinthians 6:14-18)
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Children's

Thisisa
story that
inspired
me as a
child. It is
the story
of three
trees and
their

"Let the little children come
to me and do not hinder them"

ambitions.

Three little trees stood on a mountain
top and dreamed of what they would
like to become when they grew up. The
first little tree said: “| want to be a
treasure chest. | want to be covered
with gold and filled with precious stones
and hold the most precious treasure.
The second little tree said, “l want to be
traveling mighty waters and carrying
powerful kings. | want to be the
strongest ship in the world!” The third
little tree pondered and said, “I don’t
want to leave the mountain top at all. |
want to grow so tall that when people
stop to look at me. | will be the tallest
tree in the world”.

Years went by. The rains came, the
sun shone and the little trees grew tall.
One day three woodcutters climbed the
mountain. The first woodcutter looked
at the first tree and said, “This tree is
beautiful. It is perfect for me”. With a
swoop of his shining axe, the first tree
fell. The first tree was excited and
exclaimed, “Now | shall be made into a
beautiful chest. | shall hold wonderful
treasure!” The second woodcutter
looked at the second tree and said,
“This tree is strong. Itis perfect for me”.
With a swoop of his shining axe, the
second tree fell. The second tree
thought now is my chance to fulfil my

Story of ''Three Trees'

dream. | shall be a strong ship for
mighty kings. The third tree was
trembling as the wood cutter came
closer to it. With a swoop of the shining
axe, the third tree fell.

The first tree was brought to a
carpenter’s shop. But the carpenter
fashioned it into a feed box for animals.
The dream of the tree to be a treasure
chest was all gone. Instead the tree
was made into a feed box, filled with
hay and kept in a manger of farm
animals. The second tree was taken to
a shipyard, but no mighty sailing ship
was made that day. Instead, it was
hammered and sawed into a simple
fishing boat. It was too small and too
weak to sail in an ocean or even ariver;
instead, it was taken to a little lake. The
third tree was sad and perplexed when
the woodcutter cut her into strong
beams and left herin alumberyard.

Many years passed and the trees
nearly forgot their dreams. But one
night, golden starlight poured over the
manger as a young woman placed her
new born baby in the feed box. And
suddenly the first tree knew he was
holding baby Jesus, the greatest
treasure in the world. One evening a

Juby Anoop, UK
\ %

tired traveller and his friends
crowded into the old fishing
boat. The traveller fell
asleep as the boat quietly
sailed outinto the lake. Soon
a thundering and thrashing
storm arose. The boat
shuddered. as it did not have
the strength to carry so
many passengers safely
through the wind and the rain. The tired
man awakened. He stood up, stretched
out his hand, and said, “Peace”. The
storm stopped as quickly as it had
begun. And suddenly the second tree
knew he was carrying Jesus, the King
of heaven and earth. One Friday
morning, the third tree was startled
when its beams were pulled out from
the forgotten woodpile. It shuddered
when soldiers nailed a man’s hands to
it. It realised that it was made into a
cross! But on Sunday morning, when
the sun rose and the earth trembled
with joy beneath her, the third tree knew
that God’s love had changed
everything. And every time people
thought of the cross, they would think of
God and that was far better than being
the tallest tree in the world.

Dear friends, all of us have ambitions
and dreams but sometimes we might
see that things are working against us.
We might feel that our ambition would
never be fulfilled. The Bible says, "My
plans aren’t your plans, nor are your
ways my ways, says the Lord. Just as
the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways,
and my plans than your plans" (Isaiah
55:8-10)

God always has the best plan for us,
we only need to trust Him. °

=03=00

"And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.
Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also
justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified" (Romans 8:28-30)
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Daniel in the Lion's den

God's Creation
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A tale of two
Billy Graham statues

Alife-sized statue of Rev. Billy Graham
will be installed in the US Capitol’s
Statuary Hall collection sometime next
year. The sculptor, Chas Fagan, will now
begin working on it. The Statuary Hall
collection consists of 100 statues of
prominent people - two from each state.
Graham, a North Carolina native who
was born on a dairy farm in Charlotte,
died in 2018. A North Carolina legislative
committee approved a model of his
statue showing him as he looked in the
1960s, preaching and holding a Bible in
one hand and will replace the statue of a
former governor. For six decades Rev.
Graham was placed among the top 10
in Gallup Poll’s list of the most admired
people. Franklin Graham said: “My father
would be very pleased that people
thought of him in this way. But he would
want people to give God the glory and
not himself”.

US Capitol's Statuary Hall

Now the story of the other statue:

A larger-than-life statue of Rev. Billy
Graham has been installed at its new
location at LifeWay Conference Center
in the North Carolina mountains, near
Graham’s home. This bronze statue
donated by Chris Fryer and Matt
Samuelson, two Southern Baptist
businessmen from Atlanta, originally
stood on the Nashville, Tennessee
campus of LifeWay Christian Resources
where it was unveiled in December 2006,
when Rev. Graham was 88. The sale of
this campus prompted the move of the
statue from Tennessee to North Carolina.

The bronze statue is of Goliath-like
proportions, standing 9 feet, 4 inches tall,
with outstretched arms and a Bible in
one hand, in front of a 17-foot-tall cross.
At the foot of the cross are three nails
and a stone inscribed with the words of
John 3:16.

The evangelist has preached the
Gospel to an estimated 215 million
people in live audiences in more than
185 countries and territories, with
hundreds of millions more having been
reached through television, video, film
and webcasts. He is the author of 33
books. He is certainly a global icon!

"Eternal Wall of
Answered Prayer"

A new national landmark which aims

4 landmark and

"Eternal Wall of

. to profile a million answered prayers will

be built on a site near Coleshill on the

4 outskirts of Birmingham, England. The

iconic arch structure will be constructed

= using one million bricks with each

representing individual prayers that have
been answered for people across the
country. In addition, using interactive
technology, visitors will be able to use
their smart device, holding it against any
brick to read the individual answered
prayers and the personal stories behind
them. The project CEO Richard Gamble
says: “We are building a very special
it is an amazing
opportunity for the British people to leave
a legacy of hope for future generations. A
million people will come together to
create this incredible piece of art with
their stories of hope. We want to
celebrate and remember all the prayers
that God has answered for individuals
throughout our nation’s history. Each
answered prayer could provide hope to
those who visit. Our desire is to create
thought-provoking public art and offer a
space for recreation and reflection for
everyone. Our hope is that those who
visit will see how God can bring peace in
life’s storms and be encouraged to reflect
on the power and relevance of prayer”.
The winning concept, using an
‘eternal’ surface which seemingly has no
beginning and no end, was chosen after
a global competition run by the Royal
Institute of British Architects. The Eternal
Wall of Answered Prayer is expected to
attract 300,000 visitors each year after
its completion in Autumn 2022. ®

Answered Prayer’
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Scenes from Amaravati District of IPC Maharashtra
ﬁ‘ - . = 4

Distributing Food Materials to poor in Amravati

Scenes from Aurangabad District of IPC Maharashtra
_ = == p
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Pr. T. Chackochan distributing food material at Daulatbad
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Scenes from Jalgaon District of IPC Maharashtra
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DISTRIBUTION OF FOOD MATERIALS TO THE POOR AT JALGAON
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