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The Glory Of The CROSS!

"For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. ---
we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the
Greeks foolishness, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God" (1 Corinthians 1:18-24)

The whole Christendom commonly consider
that the cross of Christ is just a symbol.
Nevertheless, the cross is the nucleus of
Christianity in every area. It is the center of
christian beliefs. Most of the christian doctrines
are centered around the cross. Therefore, if no
cross, Christianity would be equavalent to other
religions.

One can find out three most significant
events or unalterable facts
to which christian belief is

(Colossians 2:14-15). Jesus, in fact,
disarmed them totally. If Jesus had
compromised before Satan in the first
temptation after forty days of fasting (Luke 4:4-
5), this would not have been happened on the
cross of Calvary. Thanks be to God for the

victory!
Secondly, Cross became a place of
demonstrating God's Justice and Mercy.
Yes, on one side, Father

connected. They are: 4

N God fulfilled the justice
related to sin. But He did

Incarnation, Crucufixion and
Resurrection of Jesus
Christ. We may add one
more, thatis, Ascension. In
other words, the uplifted
cross and the empty grave
become the remarkable
epitome of christianity.

Our topic is the 'Cross
of Christ'. Although the
cross is the sign of brutality
of Roman punishment, one
day, it became the central
display of the power of God.

Three most significant
events or unalterable facts
to which christian belief is

connected. They are:

Incarnation, Crucufixion and
Resurrection of Jesus
Christ. We may add one
more, that is, Ascension. In
other words, the uplifted
cross and the empty grave
become the remarkable
epitome of christianity.

not stop there. With
justice, God also
manifested His unending
mercy so that all those who
come to the feet of cross
will be saved. Cross
brought justice and mercy
together. What a wonderful
meeting!!

Thirdly, the Cross of
Christ is the symbol of
God’s supreme Love,
Agape. But the enemies

Because the Son of
Man died on the cross, o

failed to understand it.
j Therefore, they used

Jesus enhanced the

standard of the cross above the common
picture. Cross bears the Word, a saving
dynamic. Paul says that the Word of the Croos
is the power of God to them that believe. To
others it is a folly.

The glory of the Cross depicts many
distinctive facts. We will be looking into them
briefly.

Firstly, the Cross of Christ is the symbol
of defeat - the defeat of the forces and
powers of the Satanic kingdom

violence against Jesus.
Calvary became the witness of that miserable
situation. God too met this violence with
violence - but not the violence of battle with
weapons. Instead, it was violence of Love. If we
want to perceive this Love, we have to meditate
hours and hours. But let usremember that it is
beyond our measure.

Fourthly, Cross and entire Calvary
display how Jesus went through physical
and emotional suffering due to the brutal
attack of merciless soldiers and priests

Pastor Shibu
Joseph

Cross became
a place of
demonstrating
God's Justice
and Mercy. Yes,
on one side,
Father God
fulfilled the
justice related to
sin. But He did
not stop there.
With ustice, God
also manifested
His unending
mercy so that all
those who come
to the feet of the
cross will be
saved. Cross
brought justice
and mercy
together. What
a wonderful
meeting!!
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Cross is the

place where the

great act of

'Reconciliation’
happened. Holy

God and the
confessing
sinner met

together on the
cross. Moreover

Jews and
Gentiles

became one in

Christ on the
Cross
(Ephesians
2:10).

physically and mentally. Thus He became
perfect in suffering. While we suffer, we do not
have to feel that no one is understanding. Our
saviour is able to save us completely. What a
great Friend we have in Jesus Christ at every

of Freedom. Jesus on the cross broke all types
of bondages.We were enslaved by many forces.
But now we are free. We can celebrate the
victory of Jesus together. In every fellowship of
the church, there must be this celebration.

point of our need in
suffering. His suffering has
a dynamic significance!!

Fifthly, the Cross
became a forgiv-
ing platform to all
generally. Even when He
was dying, Jesus became
the “Life” and the “Way” to
the thief who
recognised Jesus as the
Saviour!! It is surely
the exhibition of Amazing
Grace.

Sixthly, Cross is the
place where the great act
of ‘Reconciliation’

Apostle Paul therefore
declared that if | boast, |

-

Apostle Paul therefore
declared that if | boast, |
would boast only in the
cross of christ. He was
so comfortable with the

cross. Today, modern

preachers reluctantly
talk about cross. They
want royal Jesus, not
suffering Saviour. They
pervert the Gospel in
such a way.

7\ would boast only in the
cross of christ. He was so
comfortable with the cross.
Today, modern preachers
reluctantly talk about
cross. They want royal
Jesus, not suffering
Saviour. They perverted the
Gospel in such a way.
However Gospel without
cross is incomplete. That
is why Paul emphasized,
'we preach crucified Christ'.
Personally he says that he
did not know anything

except Cross of Christ.

happened. Holy God and

~/ That was his resolution.

the confessing sinner met
together on the cross. Moreover Jews and
Gentiles became one in Christ on the cross
(Ephesians 2:10).

Finally, Cross became the symbol

Because he could find the
glory of the cross of Jesus. Let us never forget
the Cross that was lifted up on the mount
Golgotha. Let us also recognize the glory of
the Cross of Christ. [

\

Jesus, keep me near the cross,
There a precious fountain,

Free to all, a healing stream,

Flows from Calv’ry’s mountain.

In the cross, in the cross

Be my glory ever,

Till my raptur’d soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

Near the cross, a trembling soul,
Love and mercy found me;

There the Bright and Morning Star
Shed His beams around me.

In the cross, in the cross

Be my glory ever,

Till my raptur’d soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

""Near the CROSS"

Fanny J. Crosby (1820-1915)

\

Near the cross! O Lamb of God,
Bring its scenes before me;
Help me walk from day to day
With its shadow o’er me.
In the cross, in the cross
Be my glory ever,
Till my raptur’d soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

Near the cross! I'll watch and wait,
Hoping, trusting ever,
Till I reach the golden strand,
Just beyond the river.
In the cross, in the cross
Be my glory ever,
Till my raptur’d soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

J
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Zechariah

"He (Abraham) did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but
was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully convinced

that what He had promised He was also able to perform. And therefore ‘it
was accounted to him for righteousness"” (Romans 4:20-22)

Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth were
upright in the sight of God, observing all the
commaandments and regulations of the Lord
blamelessly. Both were righteous and devout.
'Righteous' means a person was right with God
in heart and in action. They had true faith and
fear of God in heart. Both were descendants of
the priestly family of Aaron (Luke 1:5,6).
Zacheriah belonged to the priestly division of
Abijah (1 Chronicles

but we are called to bear fruits. Prayer does
not change the will of God, prayer submits to
the will of God.

But burdens or disappointment did not resist
Zechariah from his ministry of serving God. We
should not serve God for any material blessings
or healing. Some preach prosperity doctrine for
personal benefits. God knows our work and
answers us at His time.

One day Zachariah

24:10, Nehemiah 12:4). Ve

\ was on duty and serving

Their past background
and present life were
good. Yet Elizabeth was
barren. They prayed for
a child. Sometimes God
does not answer prayer
immediately. He has His

When answer to prayers is
delayed, do not get upset or
doubt God'’s faithfulness. We
must believe that delayed
answer to prayer will be
greater than what we expect.

before God. When the
time came for burning
incense according to the
custom of the priesthood,
the angel of the Lord
appeared. When
Zachariah saw the angel

own will and time. We

standing at the right side

have no explanation for

some incidents in our lives too. | read that in
1998 ex US President George Bush visited a
place where people lost all their possessions
during hurricane. After his return, Bush was
asked by Larry King of CNN whether he lost
faith in God. Bush replied that an old man of 73
years told him that he lost everything except
his faith in God. But godliness reaches beyond
clouds till eternity. Some years back | applied
for a post in Eveready Company. | did well in
techinical and labour department interviews. |
was sure that i would get the job because my
Pastor had prayed for me before | went for
interview and I, too, prayed. | am a Science
graduate and | was the only Christian candidate.
But | did not get the job. | learned reason for not
getting the job afterwards because God was
arranging a job for me in Saudi Arabia. He was
going to use me as a tool to run a Church there.
When we bear fruits, we will be pruned for more
fruits. It might be painful, but good for bearing
fruits (John 15:1). Leaves are for outward show

of altar ofincense, he was
startled and was gripped with fear. To answer
his prayers God’'s messenger appeared to him,
but he was afraid. The angel delivered God’s
message that his prayers were answered and
his wife Elizabeh would bear a son who should
be named John. His son would bring the people
of Israel back to their God. Good News!
Zachariah should have jumped with joy and
praised God for His fairhfulness. But he did not
believe the words of the angel. He asked him:
“How can | be sure of this? | am an old man and
my wife is well along in years” (Luke 1:18).
Tolstoy in his novel wrote about a bishop who
used to go his church daily alone early in the
morning and pray. One morning God called him
“son” and out of fear Bishop fell down and died.
Tolstoy confirms that the Bishop and so many
others who pray to God, do not expect an
answer or vision of God. Prayer should be
relentless and in faith (Matthew 7:7-8). Prayer
is talking to our heavenly Father God, listening
to Him in friendship with God, trusting Him and

Pastor
John Mathew
Bangalore

The angel
delivered God’s
message that his
prayers were
answered and
his wife Elizabeh
would bear a son
who should be
named John. His
son would bring
the people of
Israel back to
their God. Good
News! Zachariah
should have
jumped with joy
and praised God
for His
fairhfulness. But
he did not believe
the words of the
angel. He asked
him: “How can |
be sure of this?
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Some time our
God might be
silent to our
prayers but He
loves us.
Problems and
unanswered
prayers did not
deter Zechariah
and Elizabeth
from their
missions or
ministries. When
you face
problems, enter
into a secret
rooom, when
people insult you,
when dreams
are shattered
and prayers are
not answered,
kneel down
before God in
prayer.. Abraham

being silent before Him, opening our hearts to
Him believing that our prayers will be answered.
God answered prayers of Zechariah and
Elizabeth at His time. It was a delayed answer
and therefore God sent Gabriel personally to
deliver His message. God told Zachariah that
his son should be named JOHN (Luke 1:13).
Word of God gives importance to names.
Parents should be careful when they find names
for their children. John means gift of God in
answer to the prayer and he would be joy and
delight. Jesus said one day our grief will turn to
joy (John 16:20). When we rejoice, people will
join with us. Let us pray that we should be joy,
peace and comfort for others. Zephaniah 3:17
says our God desires to delight in us. Some
time our God might be silent to our prayers but
He loves us. Problems and unanswered prayers
did not deter Zechariah and Elizabeth from their
missions or ministries. When you face
problems, enter into a secret rooom, when
people insult you, when dreams are shattered
and prayers are not answered, kneel down
before God in prayer.(cf Isaiah 40:30,31).
Abraham hoped against hope and prayed long
time (Romans 4:17-22). He became the 'Father
of believers'. God gave Zechariah and Elizabeth
John the Baptist as great gift. If answer to our
prayers is delayed, the answer may be
exraordianry, unusual, unexpected and great.
When our prayers are not answered believe that
answer would be greater than what we asked
and expected. None is infalliable or perfect.
Zechariah who waited for God’s answer for 50
years lost faith in God’s answer to his prayer.
When we face problems and unanswered
prayers we may doubt God and His faihfulness
and even His existence!

15:5,6). But his generations are blessed due to
his faith.

Gabiriel told Zechariah he would become
dumb till John was born and no more words of
unbelief would come out of his mouth again in
his home till then.

Mary asked the same question to Gabriel
(Luke 1:34) but God did not punish her, instead
Gabiriel explained to her and she was satisfied.
For Zechariah there was precedent of Abraham
and he was priest and teacher of the people,
whereas Mary had no precedent and was a
young damsel of the village. God judges
according to our background. Elizabeth prayed
for her child in her womb. What a mother thinks
and says affects the child in her womb. David
says God knit him together in his mother’s
womb (Psalms 139:13) and he was brought
forth from hiss mother’s womb. When Mary
greeted Elizabeth, her baby leaped in her womb
and Elizabeth was filled with Holy Spirit (Luke
1:41). My mother used to tell me that she
prayed for me when | was in her womb keeping
her hand on her stomach. | was born after 7
years of her marriage. | know all my blessings
in life are due to her prayers. All mothers should
learn the truth..Our tongue has great power.
Parents must bless their kids from infant stage
onwards. When John was born and Zechariah
named him John, his mouth was opened and
his tongue was loosened and he began to speak
(luke 1:63,64). Zecharih was filled with Holy
Spirit and prophsied. He knew all gifts are from
heaven. Jesus was Messiah and John was the
forerunner for the Messiah!

When answer to prayers is delayed, do not
get upset or doubt God’s faithfulness. We must
believe that delayed answer to prayer will be

hoped against Gabriel answered Zechariah that he stands ~ greater than what we _expect. Psalmist says
hope and prayed § in the presence of God and he has been sent ~ God puts our tears in His bottle (Psalms 56:8).
long time. He | to speak to Zechariah . He explained he has I Malayalam the word used is “Thuruthi” in
became the | fullconfidenc that his message is true and it ~ Place of bottle. I read in a commentry that in
'Father of | would be fulfilled. Messengers of God (servants ~ ©lden days, kings and sheikhs used to keep
believers'. | of God)should have the same courage and faith ~ jewels and diamonds in a special bottle
in the mesage they deliver. If the messenger (Thuruthi). It means that God values our tears
has no full confidence, how the hearers can  and keeps them in a special bottle In Revelation
beleive the word of God about salvation, rapture, ~ (8:4), it is promised that the smoke of incense
eternity, healing, etc? which came with the prayers of the saints
Unbelief of Zechariah brought punishment ~ @scended up before God. Prayer has so much
to him. God’s children should never doubt or ~ Powerand value_. We Sh_0U|d never stop prayers

question the word of God. Take Him atHisword. ~ Whether we getimmediate answers or not.
Otherwise there will be punishment for His Zechariah'’s life tells thar sincerity of heart
children. Abraham’s disbelief resulted in his ~and integrity in life are indispensable for a
descendants to go into slavery (Genesis Christian. =
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Continuing
the New Series of
Bible Study

Believing and Loving without Seeing!
1 Peter 1:8-9

Let us study the four aspects of Christian
life. Apostle Peter writes in these two verses
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. (1) These
followers of Christ have not seen the Lord Jesus
Christ but they love him. (2) These followers of
Christ have not seen the Lord Jesus Christ but
they believe in Him. (3) These followers of Christ
rejoice in Christ with unspeakable joy and full
of glory. (4) These followers of Christ are certain
of the end of their faith which is the final stage
of believers’ salvation, that is, glorification.

1. Loving the Lord Jesus Christ without
seeing Him.

Thousands of people that lived in Palestine
during the earthly life of the Lord Jesus Christ
saw him in the flesh. They saw Him perform
miracles, such as healing the sick, feeding the
hungry, raising the dead, loving the unlovable,
touching the untouchable, accepting the
unacceptable according to the law of religion.
Not only that, most of them did not love him,
they hated Him. Many of them wanted him dead.
How sad it is to see God in the flesh and yet
not love him! But there were a few that loved
Him, such as Joseph, Mary, Peter, James,
John, Martha, Mary, Lazarus, Nichodemos, and
Joseph of Arimathea. They saw Him and loved.
Peter wrote that the apostles were not making
up cleverly devised stories, rather they were
eyewitnesses of His majestic splendor (see 2

Peter 1:16-18). But these beloved believersin
Asia Minor did not see Him in the flesh, but
they loved him. Apostle Peter compliments them
of their spiritual insight, and that the spiritual
eyes of their understanding were enlightened
(see Ephesians 1:18). There are millions down
through the centuries that love him without
physically seeing Him. We love Him because
we see and experience His unexplainable love.
We love Him because He first loved us and
demonstrated true love, which is much more
than feeling. Love is the greatest virtue and the
first aspect of the fruit of the Spirit. (See 1
Corinthians 13; Galatians 5:22).

2. Believing the Lord Jesus Christ without
Seeing Him.

Some people say, ‘| have to see it to believe
it.” But those people believe a lot of things
without seeing it. We all do. For example, can
we see electricity, or can we see the wind, or
can we see a mother’s love? No, we cannot,
we can see the effect of electricity, and wind,
and a mother’s love. Apostle Thomas also known
as “doubting Thomas” is a prime example of
someone not believing without seeing. Apostle
Thomas was not with the rest of the disciples
of Jesus when He appeared to them after His
resurrection in a closed room. We do not know
where he was or why he was not with them.
The other disciples told him that they had seen
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We love Him
because we see
and experience
His unexplainable
love. We love
Him because He
first loved us and
demonstrated
true love, which
is much more
than feeling. Love
is the greatest
virtue and the
first aspect of the
fruit of the Spirit.
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Remember joy is
not happiness.
Happiness
depends on what
happens around
us and itis
temporary.
Whereas joy is
internal and it
comes from the
Lord. Our
Heavenly Father
is joyful and
rejoices over his
people. God
gives joy to His
people. There is
fullness of joy in
the presence of
God Gospel is
the true
message of joy.
Joy is the second
aspect of the fruit
of the Spirit.

the Lord. But the response of Thomas was that
he is not believing until he sees Jesus and feels
Him. After eight days while the disciples were
inside a house along with Thomas with doors
closed Jesus appeared to them. Knowing the
thoughts of all men Jesus invited Thomas to
touch and feel His hands and His side and
granted his wish. Jesus instructed him that
blessed are they that believe without seeing
(See John 20:24 - 29). The primary readers of
apostle Peter’s letter were not like Thomas.
They believed in Him without seeing. Millions
around the world still continue to love Him and
believe in Him without seeing Him in his
physical body. Jesus spoke about those who
see, but see not, hearing but hear not (see
Mathew 13:13). But we see with the eye of faith
through the pages of the holy scriptures and
through the illumination of the Holy Spirit in our
hearts. Praise be to God!

3. Rejoicing in the Lord Jesus Christ
without seeing him, with unspeakable joy
and full of glory.

Do you remember the chorus, “I got the joy,
joy, joy, joy down in my heart”? The words, “joy”
“rejoice”, and “gladness” are synonyms, and
are found hundreds of times in the Bible.
Remember joy is not happiness. Happiness
depends on what happens around us and it is
temporary. Whereas joy is internal and it comes
from the Lord. Our Heavenly Father is joyful
and rejoices over his people (see Deuteronimy
28:63; 30:9; Jeremiah 32:41, Zephaniah 3:17).
God gives joy to His people. There is fullness
of joy in the presence of God (see Psalms
16:11). Gospel is the true message of joy (see
Luke 2:10). Joy is the second aspect of the
fruit of the Spirit (see Galatians 5:22). Christians
are commanded to rejoice in the Lord, rejoice
always (see Philippians 4:1; 1 Thessalonians
5:16-18). Apostle Peter, again, appreciates and
compliments these believersin Turkey for their
unspeakable joy in the middle of such

persecutions and trials.

Dear reader, regardless of what you are going
through, rejoice in the Lord. For the joy of the
Lord is our strength (see Nehemiah 8:10).
Remember the joy of our salvation (see Psalms
9:14; 51:12). The Kingdom of God is joy in the
Holy Spirit. The joy that we can experience is
everlasting joy (see Isaiah 61:7). Jesus speaks
to us so that our joy may be full, complete and
overflowing (see John 15: 11). These believers
not only experience unspeakable joy but they
know for certain that the glory that was lost
because of sin is regained by the death and
resurrection of our dear Lord. Christis coming
back again for a glorious bride, clothed in glory
(see Eph 5:27).

4. Receiving the end of our faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ which is the final
salvation.

Peter mentioned the appearing of our Lord
in 1 Peter 1:7. At that time the believers shall
enter into the final stage of our salvation which
is glorification. Remember that the suffering of
this present time is not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed (see
Romans 8:18). These believers were sure that
the Lord will come again, and that they shall
see him and they shall be like him in glory (see
1 John 3:2). Let this be our attitude and
assurance. Keep on believing in Him, keep on
loving Him, keep on rejoicing in Him, for we shall
be like him and glorified!!!

When all my labors and trials are o’er,
And | am safe on that beautiful shore,
Just to be near the dear Lord | adore,
Will through the ages be glory for me.
Refrain:

O, that will be glory for me,

Glory for me, glory for me,

When by His grace | shall look on His face,
That will be glory, be glory for me.
(Lyrics and Music: Charles H. Gabriel)

s

-

“Outside Christ, I am empty; in Christ, I am full” .
“I want nothing for myself; I want everything for the Lord”
“We think of the Christian life as a ‘changed life’ but it is not that. What God offers us
is an ‘exchanged life,” a ‘substituted life,” and Christ is our Substitute within”
‘A drowning man cannot be saved until he is utterly exhausted and ceases to make the |

slightest effort to save himself”’

n

- Rev. Watchman Nee D,

November 2021

Suvartha



-

A

HOW can RICH BELIEVERS tl" uly Meditations from
SERVE GOD?

“Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain
riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. Let them do good, that they
be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good
foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life” (1 Timothy 6:17-19)

BED

RICH

"1 Timothy"

- SIX -

'ij"\-'
4

Dr. Shibu
Cherian

MS, MBA,
D.Min., Ph.D. /

Just before Apostle Paul concluded his first
letter to his spiritual son Timothy, he remembered
that there were many rich believers in the church
in Ephesus, where Timothy was pastoring. Some
followers of Christ had a lot more money in their
possession than others. The church in Ephesus
was unlike the early days of the church in
Jerusalem where “all who believed were together,
and had all things in common, and sold their
possessions and goods, and divided them among
all, as anyone had need” (Acts 2:44-45).

It is a known fact that money has incredible
power to create feelings of pride, superiority, and
self-sufficiency (v. 17), and people of means have
to learn to look beyond their money to God, the
ultimate source of wealth. So, Apostle Paul wrote
to Timothy that he should command the rich people
to do five specific things so that they can truly serve
God alone:

1. They should not be proud of their riches, but
be like Christ (see Philippians 2:5-8).

2. They should not trust in their riches that may
not last forever but in God alone (see Luke 12:21).

3. They should be rich in doing good works
and store up true riches in heaven (see Matt. 6:20).

4. They should be ready to give generously for
worthwhile causes (see Ephesians 4:28).

5. They should be wiling to share with people
who are less fortunate (see Deuteronomy 24:18,
22).

Today, God wants us to join Him in the work
that He does, and we must excel in doing good
works that God has prepared beforehand for us:
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them”
(Ephesians 2:10). God requires of us that we “be

found faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2), “do good and
be rich in good works” (v. 18) and also that we
“maintain these good works” (Titus 3:8). We do
have a lot to give others, including the spiritual
gifts we possess along with our experiences,
training, talents, time, and treasures. We should
never let gold be our god as we honor God with
our possessions (Proverbs 3:9) and serve Him
alone (Matthew 6:24).

The great British evangelist John Wesley's rule
of life was, “Do all the good you can, by all the
means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the
places you can, at all the times you can, to all the
people you can, as long as ever you can.”
Someone has once said: “we make a living by
what we get; we make a life by what we give”.
Freely we have received from God; so we should
freely give (Matthew 10:8). Our natural tendency is
to grasp what we have instead of freely giving to
those in need. When God gives us material riches,
we should not forget God (Deuteronomy 8:11),
rather, we should remind ourselves where riches
come from and how much we should be thankful
for. So, we should love the Giver - who is God
(James 1:17) - more than the gifts that we receive!
When we are focused only in owning stuff, it can
lead to spiritual loss as the more we have, we will
forget our need and even our desire for God.

In fact, we do have a lot to be thankful to God,
and the best way to express our thankfulness is
by opening out to others. Let us never forget that
God has redeemed us when we were in distress,
and in doing so, He has “blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ’
(Ephesians 1:3). Let us also not “forget to do good
and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well
pleased” (Hebrews 13:16). ]
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The messenger
becomes the
message to see
the truth in
action. Worldly
modelling brings
in money, fame
etc. but godly
modelling brings
the “well done”
statement when
we arrive in
God’s presence
before the
judgement seat.

\_

The “Well - Done Statement” At
The Final Evaluation!

“So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents,
saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, | have gained five more
talents besides them.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant; you were faithful over a few things, | will make you ruler over many
things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ (Matthew 25:20,21)

/

The world around us made us to believe that
the style, the form, of living is of more value
than the content and substance in a person.
We know that the style is decided by the
beauty technicians and fashion designers. In
fact, we write a statement through our
appearances. The way of life and life-style
express ‘who we are’ and ‘what for we live’. It

v

speaks volumes through expensive

will evaluate our life as to whether we do it in
His ways. God makes our life of immense value
as we remain faithful to our call and
commission. When Apostle Paul challenged us
to step out and follow his example, what we
are asked in modelling him is not perfection,
but growth. The messenger becomes the
message to see the truth in action. Worldly
modelling brings in money, fame etc. but godly

communication modes,
branded garments, f

modelling brings the “well
N\ done” statement when we

houses, modern gadgets,
giving statements on
fashions, luxury, power,
interest, importance etc.
As time ticks on, styles
keep on changing. The
style is demanding our
time, life, sweat and blood.
The style and fashion
influence the church and
even the worship pattern.
The worldly style of us
should give way to the
godly way to fulfil the plan
of God. Paul adopted a

We have a responsibility
to encourage and exhort
one another until we
reach the destination,
building each other up.
We all need someone to
hold us together, weep
with us, to stand and walk
that extra mile till we are
out of any desperation.
We need to extend our
warmth in their inabilities
to see the truth.

arrive in God’s presence
before the judgement seat.
It depends on “what we
value in life,” “who we want
to please,” and “what for we
should live”.

Fellowship (koinonia) is
a mark of the Kingdom. In
fact, we want the fellowship
of the Kingdom to be the
fellowship of the people all
over (among the people
living on this planet!).
Fellowship is nothing but
shared life. In our fellowship

simple life style but used

N

with God’s Son Jesus Christ

J

the secular fabric to reach
the unreached.

Of course, a particular style can be to fulfil
the function for which people are called and
could be so different, say like one to serve in
the palace (Daniel) and the other to serve in the
pavements (Ezekiel). Substance is what truly
matters. The sum and substance of our life is
to live the Great Commandment, as well as the
Great Commission in our generation. What
matters is to finish what God started, and He

(Colossians 1:9), He will
never give up on us. We
notice in 1 John 1:7 the fellowship with others
who walk in the light. We have a responsibility
to encourage and exhort one another until we
reach the destination, building each other up.
We all need someone to hold us together, weep
with us, to stand and walk that extra mile till
we are out of any desperation. We need to
extend our warmth in their inabilities to see the
truth.
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In sharing the truth, our responsibility is to
motivate people to read scriptures and absorb
the divine truth, instead of manipulating and
marketing. People are looking for the kingdom
people to walk along and talk with them, as we
notice in Luke 24:47. Let our walk and talk, be
truthful and transparent. Objectives and out-look
may continue to change; but the basic truth of
the unchanging Master who rules over us, and
the moral laws that govern the universe are not
changing. We understand from Psalms 71: 18-
19 that God has a purpose in keeping us live. “-
-- show your strength unto this generation, and
your power to everyone that is to come,” or to
get out the news of the power of God to the
world to come. People of God were given the
instructions in Deuteronomy 11:19-20: (i) To
teach, or show by life

event of sacrifice for the cause of Christ, be
willing to obey rather than live long in
disobedience. After all, there need not be any
thrill in living long in disobedience, aspiring to
enjoy the fleeting pleasures of this world. If life
is short and what we do for Jesus only that
matters during the final evaluation, let us

rearrange our priorities to please the Master.
We cannot fathom the grace and glory of
God. Bible is the account of God’s glory and
grace extended to fallen man though Jesus
Christ. Since the “Fall,” mankind is destined
and doomed for death and decay. God on throne
invites man to avail the grace of God. We can
choose what we want and reap the
consequences. The personal freedom of choice
is never taken away. We can choose our final
destiny (Revelations 22:10-

example, (ii) To talk, or to Ve

>\ 11). Also God’s uniqueness

tell them stories of faith,
and (iii) Inscribe, or to
imprint to internalize by
recording and repeating (i.e.
inscribe them on the door
post and gates of cities). In
Isaiah 49:2-6 we notice |
am setting you up as a light
for the nations so that
salvation becomes global”.

The kingdom people
need to have the nature and
willingness to appreciate
others. One should not be
a miser in appreciating and
encouraging others. The

The kingdom people need
to have the nature and
willingness to appreciate
others. One should not be a
miser in appreciating and
encouraging others. The
kingdom life is not a lonely
walk, rather we are a
community of God’s
people. We need to accept,
and inspire each other.
Despite our busy schedule,
speak words and do works
that will cheer someone

and characteristics, as we
read in this book of
Revelation is awesome and
mind-blowing!

We better try to answer
for the following questions:
How best my time and
energy could be spent?
How | could be a worthy
vessel to participate in this
rich  and rewarding
relationship with God?

Bible ends with God on
the Throne and grace of God
extended to all who heed
His call (Revelations.22:21).

kingdom life is not a lonely
walk, rather we are a
community of God’s people. We need to
accept, and inspire each other. Despite our busy
schedule, speak words and do works that will
cheer someone (Proverbs 25: 11). Remember
to cry with those who weep and comfort them
(2 Corinthians 1:4). Find joy in others’
happiness and accomplishments. Be ready to
forgive others who have wronged us and love
them unconditionally.

What carries weight of glory is not the
number of years we live, but the life lived for
fulfilling what God has planned for us. In the

Matthew 6:14-15: In prayer,
there is a connection
between ‘what God does’ and ‘what we do.” The
actual reality of the kingdom life consists of
“forgiveness and wishing the whole world well,”
no matter how grim it may look. There is an
unchanging king and unshakable kingdom that
has unfailing forgiveness, love, and justice.
Let us participate in this divine destiny, and
extend God’s grace and peace to others. We
may have struggle to forgive and love others.
We can ask God to help us to throw God’s
justice and truth toward others as we seek to
understand Him. |

Let our walk and
talk, be truthful
and transparent.
Objectives and
out-look may
continue to
change; but the
basic truth of the
unchanging
Master who rules
over us, and the
moral laws that
govern the
universe are not
changing. We
understand from
Psalms 71: 18-
19 that God has
a purpose in
keeping us live.

As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another,
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God (1 Peter 4:10)
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Children's

One
day a
little boy
saw a
lizard
crawling
up the
wall. The
lizard went up and down catching flies
and insects and eating them. The boy
was fascinated by the lizard’s
movement and enjoyed watching it.
Suddenly he saw a cat chasing the
lizard. The little boy quickly chased
the cat away and rescued the lizard.
He feared that the lizard will be caught
by the cat again and so to protect the
lizard; the little boy decided to put it
in a box.

The little boy put the lizard in a box
and cushioned it with lots of leaves
and hay. Every time he would drop
some insects and flies into the box
for the lizard to eat. But the boy was
surprised to see that the lizard did not

"Thank God for the gift of Freewill"

eat much and was growing weaker day
by day.

The boy went to his mom and
explained what he had done. He said
that he thought he was helping the
lizard and protecting it by keeping itin
a box. He thought this was the best
place for it. His mom said: "Dear son,
because you have put the lizard in the
box and made it captive to obey you;
it is not able to enjoy the beautiful
surroundings outside the box”. Mom
added, “leave the lizard to run freely

and it will become strong
again".

Dear friends, the story
tells us about God’s gift of
freewill. God has given
mankind the freewill to
choose between right and
wrong. God putAdam and Eve
in the Garden of Eden and gave them
freewill to choose from good and evil.
God does not put us as captives to
prevent us from doing wrong. God has
given us the choice to worship Him and
flee from evil. If there was no freewill
and we were forced to obey God, then
we would not be able to love God with
a whole heart. Just like the lizard in
the box we would grow weaker with
lack of interest in God’s love.

Therefore, let us thank God for our
freewill and choose to love Him. The
Bible says, For the wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans
6:23)

= D300

The (ost son

Joanna Anoop

There was a wedding
in Cana of Galilee &=
and Jesus' mother
was there —~~
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Jesus and His disciples
were also invited to
the wedding

They have
no wine

Mary to Jesus

Why does this
concern us? My
hour has not

yet come

Banage P.XK.
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Closing down of churches in
England!

According to The Christian Post,
between 131 and 368 churches could
be sold or demolished because of falling
donations and attendance following the
COVID-19 pandemic.

It may be noted that attendance in
churches was dwindling even before the
pandemic started. It is indeed a sad
situation!! Will there be faith when the Son
of Man comes?

Life Was Better' Before Social
Media!

According to a new poll, a majority of
Americans (64 Percent) who use social
media say, “life was better” before
Facebook and other platforms existed,
and one-fourth believe they are addicted.
The poll conducted by Harvard Kennedy
School Institute of Politics, involved 1,638
regular users of Facebook.

Della Volpe, the director of polling
asked a focus group with high school
students, what they would change — if
they could — to make their lives better. A
student said, ‘Go back to life without
Facebook’ — where you could just ride
your bike and find some friends. More
than one-fourth (28 percent) of users of
social media say they believe they’re
“addicted” to social media.

A solid majority (65 percent) of
Americans say they back “government
regulation to protect children from social
media platforms” according to the survey.
These social platforms have become so

Ralph Carmichael, 'Father of
Contemporary Christian Music,'
Dead at 94!

In the 1960s, Carmichael began
creating modern-sounding faith-based
music that would eventually be termed
"Contemporary Christian Music". He
composed more than 300 gospel
songs, including "The Savior Is Waiting,"
"There Is a Quiet Place," "Reach Out to
Jesus" and "He's Everything to Me".
Carmichael inspired other big name
artists and legends such as Andraé
Crouch, the Resurrection Band and
George Beverly Shea, Nat King Cole, the
Carpenters, Ella Fitzgerald and Elvis
Presley. Carmichael started Light
Records and Lexicon Music Publishing
in the hopes of promoting up-and-

]

coming Christian artists. The late
musician also served as president of
the Gospel Music Association.
Carmichael, born on May 27, 1927,
was the son of a Pentecostal preacher.
His music career began at Southern
California Bible College, where he
established a men's quartet that
combined classic hymns and
contemporary jazz. He also served as
head of the school's music department
in his early 20s. He was inducted into
the Gospel Music Hall of Fame in 1985

Christianity is alive and well
globally!

We keep hearing about the decline
of Christianity in the western world.
Headlines in newspapers keep blaring
about the deterioration of cultural
standards, redefinitions of marriage and
family, the apparent triumph of the
LGBTQ movement, the awful decline in
church membership and the lack of belief
in the existence of God. It is certainly a
fact that America has been the leader of
the Christian world for much of the last
century. But Christianity does not stand
or fall with America. We should be
immensely happy when we realize that
on a wider global picture, Christianity is
more than alive and well. In fact, it is
growing at an unprecedented rate!

The continent of Africa is poised to
become the leader of world Christianity.
According to the Center for the Study of
Global Christianity, the number of
Christians in Africa is increasing at a rate
of 2.81 percent per year. In 1900, there
were about 9.5 million Christians in
Africa; by 1970, that had risen to over 140
million. Today, the number is nearly 685
million, over twice the population of the
United States.

Christianity is growing in Asia, too.
By 2030, it is estimated that there will be
more Christians in China than in the
United States, though with the current
wave of persecutions, precise tracking
of these numbers is impossible.

We are also seeing disciple making
movements throughout the Muslim
world. The fastest growing branch of the
Church in the world is in Iran!

Of course, this growth in numbers
comes with a corresponding increase in
persecution. There is heavy persecution
in Nigeria and other African countries,
North Korea, China, the Muslim world,
South Asia and many other places. When
God is at work, Satan will be increasing
his resistance, too.

(Data quoted above are based on a

much evil and addictive that they should ~ @"d  the ~ National — Religious  recent "Breakpoint” article). ®
certainly be controlled! Broadcasters Hall of Fame in 2001.
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HEBRON BIBLE COLLEGE

ESTABLISHED IN 1992

Pr. P. Joy

(Principal) 9757088499

Bro. Varghese Kollakompil
(Administrator) 9821332273

P.0. Box No. 17082, Tilaknagar P.0., Chembur, Mumbai - 400 089.
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Fully owned and
managed by
IPC Maharashtra State

Vision :
Light up the villages of

Maharashtra
through living word.
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Suburban

PRAY FOR IPC MAHARASHTRA STATE

:,-;T:f Nandurbar
Mumbai
Jalgaon

Bhandara

Chandrapur
® 376 Churches

» 376 Pastors

» 370 Outstations

® 152 Prayer Cells

® 42 House churches

#» Upcoming Church buildings and parsonages

®» Hebron Bible College

® Suvartha Publications

® Tracts & Literature Ministry

® 28 Primary Schools and Balwadies in the Villages
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Saji Mathew

Moncy P. George - 97027 15909

Email : ipcms.sundayschool@gmail.com

- 98205 60569
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Biju P. Samuel, West Bengal
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Scenes from Amaravati District of IPC Maharashtra

Lunch - Food for all

Dinner after night meeting in the open ground

Scene from Ratnagiri District of IPC Maharashtra
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Flood relief kit to Chiplun - Ratnagiri District
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Scenes from Nagpur District of IPC Maharashtra
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Food material to pastors and poor believers of Nagapur during Covid-19 Pandemic
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