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Bible Prophecies Fulfilled in
Christmas!

Over 50 prophecies are already fulfilled in the life
of Jesus Christ. On a statistical analysis, the
probability of all of these being fulfilled in one person
is 110717 (thatis: 1in 1,00,000,000,000,000,000)!

1. Seed of awoman.

* Old Testament Prophecy: Genesis 3:15.
“‘And | will put enmity Between you and the
woman, And between your seed and her
Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall
bruise His heel”.

* New testament fulfilment: Matthew 1:18.
"Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows:
After His mother Mary was betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together, she was
found with child of the Holy Spirit".

2. Promised Through the Seed of Abraham:

* Old Testament Prophecy: Genesis 12:7.
"And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said,
Unto thy seed will | give this land: and there
built he an altar unto the Lord, who appeared
unto him".

* New Testament Fulfillment: Matthew 1:1.
"The book of the generation of Jesus Christ,
the son of David, the son of Abraham".

2. Promised Through lsaac:

* Old Testament Prophecy: Genesis 21:12.
"But God said to Abraham, “Do not let it be
displeasing in your sight because of the lad or
because of your bondwoman. Whatever
Sarah has said to you, listen to her voice; for in
Isaac your seed shall be called".

* New Testament Fulfillment: Luke 3:34. ‘the
son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of
Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor".

3. Out of the Tribe of Judah:

* Old Testament Prophecy: Micah 5:2. “But
you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are
litle among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of
you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler
in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old,
From everlasting”

* New Testament Fulfillment: Luke 3:33. "the
son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son of
Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah".

4.Bornin the Family of Jesse:

* Old Testament Prophecy: Isaiah 11:1. "There
shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse,
And a Branch shall grow out of his roots".

* New Testament Fulfillment: Luke 3:32. "the
son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz,
the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon".

5.Borninthe House of David (King):

* Old Testament Prophecy: Jeremiah 23:
5-6. “Behold, the days are coming,” says the
Lord, “That | will raise to David a Branch of
righteousness; A King shall reign and prosper,
And execute judgment and righteousness in
the earth”.

* New Testament Fulfillment: Luke 3:31. "the
son of Melea, the son of Menan, the son of
Mattathah, the son of Nathan, the son of
David".

6.Bornin Bethlehem:

* Old Testament Prophecy: Micah 5:2. “But
you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are
little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of
you shall come forth to Me, The One to be
RulerinIsrael”.

*

New Testament Fulfillment: Luke 2:
4-7."Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of
the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he
was of the house and lineage of David, to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who
was with child. So it was, that while they were
there, the days were completed for her to be
delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn
Son --- and laid Him in a manger”

Dr. Sunny Philip
New York, USA

sk G

But you,
Bethlehem
Ephrathah,
Though you are
little among the
thousands of
Judah, Yet out of
you shall come
forth to Me, The
One to be Ruler
in Israel”.

**"Joseph also
went up from
Galilee, --- into
Judea, to the city
of David, which is
called
Bethlehem, to be
registered with
Mary, his
betrothed wife ---
So it was, that
while they were
there --- she
brought forth her
firstborn Son".
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** "Therefore the
Lord Himself will
give you a sign:
Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and
bear a Son, and
shall call His
name Immanuel"

**"Then Mary
said to the angel,
“How can this be,

since | do not

know a man?”

And the angel

answered and

said to her, “The

Holy Spirit will

come upon you,
and the power of
the Highest will
overshadow you;
therefore, also,
that Holy One who
is to be born will
be called the Son
of God"

7.Bornofavirgin:

*

Old Testament Prophecy: Isaiah 7:14.
"Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a
sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a Son, and shall call His name
Immanuel".

*

New Testament Fulfillment: Luke 1:
34-37. "Then Mary said to the angel, “How can
this be, since | do not know a man?” And the
angel answered and said to her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also,
that Holy One who is to be born will be called
the Son of God. Now indeed, Elizabeth your
relative has also conceived a son in her old
age; and this is now the sixth month for her
who was called barren. For with God nothing
will be impossible”.

8. Worshipped and Presented gifts by
Kings:

* Old Testament Prophecy: Psalm 72:10. "The
kings of Tarshish and of the isles will bring
presents; The kings of Sheba and Seba will
offer gifts".

* New Testament Fulfillment: Matthew 2:
9-11. "When they heard the king, they
departed; and behold, the star which they had
seen in the East went before them, till it came
and stood over where the young Child was.
When they saw the star, they rejoiced with
exceedingly great joy. And when they had
come into the house, they saw the young Child
with Mary His mother, and fell down and
worshiped Him. And when they had opened
their treasures, they presented gifts to Him:
gold, frankincense, and myrrh".

9. Worshipped by Shepherds:

* Old Testament Prophecy: Psalm 72:9.
"Those who dwell in the wilderness will bow
before Him"

* New Testament Fulfillment: Luke 2:
9-12. "And behold, an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were greatly afraid.
Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid,

for behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy
which will be to all people. For there is born to
you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you:
You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling
cloths, lyinginamanger”.

10. Weeping for the Children

* Old Testament Prophecy: Jeremiah 31:15. “A
voice was heard in Ramah, Lamentation and
bitter weeping, Rachel weeping for her
children, Refusing to be comforted for her
children, Because they are nomore”.

* New Testament Fulfillment: Matthew 2:16.
"Then Herod, when he saw that he was
deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly
angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the
male children who were in Bethlehem and in
all its districts, from two years old and under,
according to the time which he had determined
from the wise men".

11. Flight to Egypt

* Old Testament Prophecy: Hosea 11:1.
“When Israel was a child, | loved him, And out
of Egypt | called My son”.

* New Testament Fulfillment: Matthew 2:
13-14. "Now when they had departed, behold,
an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child
and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there
until | bring you word; for Herod will seek the
young Child to destroy Him”. When he arose,
he took the young Child and His mother by
night and departed for Egypt, and was there
until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the Lord through the
prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt | called My
Son”.

There are over 50 prophecies already fulfilled
in the life of Jesus Christ. Professor Peter
Stoner of Westmont College, did a statistical
analysis of the probability of all of these being
fulfilled in one person. His conclusion was that
the probability would be 1/10*17! (thatis: 1 in
1,00,000,000,000,000,000)!

“But, now, when the new-born King made his appearance, the swaddling band
with which he was wrapped up was the white flag of peace. That manger was the
place where the treaty was signed, whereby warfare should be stopped between

man’s conscience and himself, man’s conscience and his God. It was then, that

day, the trumpet blew—'Sheathe the sword, oh man, sheathe the sword, oh
conscience, for God is now at peace with man, and man at peace with God.’ Do
you not feel, my brethren, that the gospel of God is peace to man? Where else
can peace be found but in the message of Jesus?”

C. H. Spurgeon

.

J
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Practical Life Instructions from:
Apostle Paul's Letter to ""Romans"

Devotional: SIX

received us, to the glory of God”

(Romans 15:5-7)

Dr. Shibu
Cherian

MS, MBA,
\_ D.Min., Ph.D.

God wants us to be LIKE-MINDED | |5he Pastor

of Carolinas

towards ONE ANOTHER oo i

Matthews, NC

"Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded that serves all
toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, that you may Asian Indians in
with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our and around the
Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also Charlotte area.

He is also the
President of
_/ |} Unitedinthe

Itis a well-known truth that human societies
tend to encourage people to divide along racial,
ethnic, and cultural lines, or else, assimilate
into the dominant power group. However Apostle
Paul calls for a different approach in the above
scriptural passage. He doesn’t ask Jews to give
up their Jewish heritage and become Gentiles,
nor does he ask Gentiles to become Jews.
Instead, he affirms the rich ethnic backgrounds
of both groups while challenging them to live

together in unity (v. 7).
In fact, Apostle Paul
prays for the unity of all
believers and expresses
the wish that the God
who gives
steadfastness and
comfort will enable the
strong and the weak,

N\

Apostle Paul affirms the rich
ethnic backgrounds of both
groups - Jews and Gentiles -
while challenging them to live
together in unity

~

WORD
Ministries, Inc.

Gentile_ and Jewish Christians, t_o live He is a certified
harmoniously according to the teaching and
example of Christ Jesus. The result will be that
the saints will be united in the worship of the )
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. This | 21d @ Premarital
is an amazing picture that we see ‘saved Jews' || Counselor.
and ‘saved Gentiles’ are of one mind and worship || Visit his ministry
God with one voice in unison! website @ http://
This is the kind of unity in the church that § www.unitedinthe
God calls us to— a diverse body of people who § word.com

Clinical Chaplain,
a Bible Teacher

are unified around
Christ. Our
background, ethnicity,
and cultural heritage
are God’s gifts to each
of us and to the
church. He has placed
us in our families as He
has seen fit. We can
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There is no
doubt that God
wants us to be

like-minded

towards one
another! Let us
be grateful to be
a part of God’s
family and live in
unity so that the
world will know
about our love to
God and to one
another. When
we are like-
minded, there is
synergy through
teamwork as we
turn against a
common enemy
(Satan) while we
magnify our
combined
strength and
work together in

BE LIKE-MINDED
TOWARD
ONE ANOTHER

(Romans 15:5)

rejoice in the rich heritage that God has given
us and be enriched by the heritage and
background that He has given others.

Paul’s point is that if God can receive us
with the great chasm that existed between Him
and us, should we not also be able to accept
one another even if there are minor differences
between us? The result of such acceptance of
one another will be the harmonious praise to
God from all His children, and God gets all the
glory. Unity in the church is essential if God is
to be glorified!

Jesus Christ, the Jewish Messiah who
accepted Gentiles unconditionally, is the role
model for all believers. Gentiles and Jews can
sing praises to God in unity (vv 9-12). The strong
must bear the weak and help them grow, and
that takes love and patience. This kind of unity
among believers comes only from our union with
Jesus Christ, who has paved the way before

peace and hope “by the power of the Holy Spirit”
(v. 13).

There is no doubt that God wants us to be
like-minded towards one another! Let us be
grateful to be a part of God’s family and live in
unity so that the world will know about our love
to God and to one another. When we are like-
minded, there is synergy through teamwork as
we turn against a common enemy (Satan) while
we magnify our combined strength and work
together in building God’s kingdom here on
earth!

“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were
far off have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who has
made both one, and has broken down the
middle wall of separation, having abolished in
His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of
commandments contained in ordinances, so as
to create in Himself one new man from the two,

building God’s | us. Unity becomes a thus making peace,
kingdom here on J§ reality when people and that He might
earth! who are deep|y Jesus ChriSt, the Jewish Messiah reconcile them both
divided begin to who accepted Gentiles to God in one body
thank God for His unconditionally, is the role model through the cross,
mercy shown for all believers. Gentiles and Jews thereby putting to
through Christ. They can sing praises to God in unity death the enmity”
are filled with joy, (Eph. 2:13-16).
|
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Unavoidability of
Sound Doctrines!

“Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke,
exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because
hey have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will

turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables"
(2 Timothy 4:2-4)

Postmodern christianity is facing diverse
problems. One of the major problems is the
diversion from biblical doctrines.

Even many charismatic / pentecostal
churches are deviating from sound doctrines -
especially so called new generation churches.
They may have thousands of followers.And great
miracles and wonders are taking place in such
mega crusade and subsequently deliverances
are happening. Itis all right. We appreciate that.
Neverthless the question here is, how many of
them become true followers of Christ. If not, all
our endeavors become worthless. On the other
side, traditional Pentecostal chuches are not
allowing the Holy Spirit to work miracusouly
among them. They live with ptejudices and look
at everything with doubting eyes. Both are
mistaken.  Traditional

must teach. It was the way of Jesus and the
apostles. At the cost of everything we have to
follow that example. We cannot keep people
like waves in the wind of many different

doctrines. They should build their new life solidly
on the sound doctrines.

Sound dotrines are the unchanging, eternal
truths about the Son of God, the Gospel and
the Church. Pastor Timothy was well equiped
and further instructed to teach the churches.
(2Timothy 3:10-17, 4:1-5). We are not
authorised to twist the teachings according to
people’s whims and fancies or our own
conveniences. But we all have to cut our size
as per the Word.

People may not pay attention always, but
we have to give emphasis and make it as a

point, because many are

churches teach sound
doctrines in well structured
manner. But they ignore the
charismatic works of the

We cannot simply bypass
the teachings or doctrines for
the sake of numbers of
people.

manipulating doctrines for
their selfish purposes. We
are not supposed to be
marketting the gospel or

Spirit. They are of course

churches but rather preach

well founded in teaching. The problem with
modern churches is that they look on merely
peripheral movements. They count on numbers.
The lack of solid foundation is really disturbing
the community’s existence. The leaders are not
much bothered about people. People come,
they go. Whether they go back to their old
system or religion, it is not a big issue to the
leaders. Their life is well established and live
happily.

We are not against miracles and
deliverances. They must be there. They are the
evidences of the presence and power of the
Kingdom of God according to Jesus' words.
However we cannot simply bypass the
teachings or doctrines for the sake of numbers
of people. Whether they like it or not, churches

the message for the Kingdom purpose without
aiming at selfish advantages. This must be done
with a spirit of meekness.

After listening to some of the teachings of
Jesus, many left Him - even some of the
disciples too. However He never compromised
to dilute His words to attract people. Apostles
alone remained (John 6:60-70). We can apply
various methods to teach but do not deviate
from the integrity of the doctrine.

Since we are approaching the second
coming of Christ Jesus, it is high time for the
churches, including new generations groups to
carry on in an uncompromising attitude to
establish people on a firm foundation. We are
accountable to God because we as the Church
are the custodian of sound doctrine. |

Pastor Shibu
Joseph

We are not
against
miracles and
deliverances.
They must be
there. They are
the evidences
of the presence
and power of
the Kingdom of
God according
to Jesus'
words.
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Jesus Christ:

His Ministry is unique!

"Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the

gospel” (Mark 1:14,15)

Jesus Christ, the Son of God
(Matthew 26:63,64) came to this world
to forgive our sins and resurrect our
body to give us everlasting life with our
Father in heaven. He did not come to
make us happy or rich but make us
holy. Worldly pleasure will give us
happiness and richness but our God
makes us holy and gives joy. When
we accept crucified Redeemer,
“Christ and Son of God, our
Saviour”, He grants forgiveness of
sins, life and salvation - everything
we need in this world and the life to
come. Hence His ministry is
unique.

Prior to His public ministry
Jesus was baptized by John the
Baptist. Jesus was praying when
He was baptised and Holy Spirit
descended on Him and God
confirmed Jesus is His son and is
well pleased (Luke 3:21). Jesus was
full of Holy Spirit and was led by
the Spirit (Luke 4:1). After baptism
Jesus came up out of the water
(Matthew 3:16) and showed us that
we must get into water for baptism
and go out of the water after baptism.

Before starting His public
ministry in Galilee Jesus proclaimed
manifesto of His ministry: “The time
has come, The Kingdom of God is near
Repent and believe the good news”
(Mark 1:4-15)and He taught with great
authority (Mark 1:22). . He was filled
with power of Holy Spirit before He
announced His vision and mission
(Luke 4:13,14,18). There was no

promise of prosperity or happiness in
the world but joy in Christian life and
eternity. He asserted life is important.
If there is no life, no need for food or
house or clothing (Matthew 6:25-34).
He commanded with a promise: first
seek Kingdom of God and all other
things will be added to you.

N

Before starting His public
ministry in Galilee Jesus
proclaimed manifesto of His
ministry: “The time has come,
The Kingdom of God is near,
Repent and believe the good
news” (Mark 1:4-15) and He
taught with great authority
(Mark 1:22). . He was filled
with power of Holy Spirit
before He announced His
vision and mission

Pastor
John Mathew
Bangalore

has compassion for the needy. He is
friend of sinners
Jesus called Levi (Matthew) for
ministry and he followed as soon as
he was called. Heavenly call is required
for ministry and obedience is needed
when call comes. Call comes to
industrious and lazy people. Person
idling at home can not expect call
from our Lord. Contact with
unbelievers is not for fellowship but
to show them the way of salvation
and eternal life. Jesus, friend of
sinners and down trodden attended
the feast of Matthew (Luke 5:29).
Jesus has no success with
righteous and religious leaders but
with sinners and sick.

Jesus explained what is
fasting In Matthew 9:15 and how
to fast (Matthew 6:16). Fasting is
sign of believers’ longing for return
of their Lord, preparation for
welcoming Him as pure as He
is. Cry for the sins of the people as
Holy Spirit guides. Jesus not only
taught but showed how to fast.

J

For an example let us see His
ministry as recorded in Matthew 9.
Jesus healed the Paralyzed man.
Jewish leaders got angry when Jesus
exercised His privileges as Son of

God, inforgiving sins and then healing.

He mingled with sinners and healed
the sick giving more importance for
spiritual and not physical matters. He

Jairus, leader of the synagogue,
came and fell at Jesus’ feet pleading
with Him to heal his sick daughter.

We must adore and worship Lord
before presenting our needs.

Healing the blind (Matthew 9:27-
30): Two blind men followed Jesus
calling out “have mercy on us, Son of
David”. They were blind but got vision
that Jesus is Son of David - Messiah.
As Helen Keller said: ’some people
have eye sight but no vision, but some
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people are blind but have vision”. Jesus
did not respond at once, We should
not expect instant answer to our

prayers. When they came to Jesus,
Jesus asked them whether they had
faith that He could heal them. They
replied in positive . First step for

answer to prayer and healing is FAITH
in Christ. Jesus touched their eyes and
said according to their faith they would
be healed. At once their eye sight was
restored Jesus used point of contact
for increasing faith of persons. Some
times He lays hands, uses mud (John

9:6), some times His words.

Lord has authority over evil
spirits. He drives out evil spirits, casts
out demons and heals demon
possessed persons. But He would
neither let the demons speak nor
does lay hands on demon
possessed (Mark 1:21-32). There is
only one Satan/Devil/Lucifer but
thousands of demons/evil spirits/
ghosts/spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly places under Satan
(Ephesians 6:12). Satan opposes
death of Christ on cross (Matthew
16:21,22), snatches away the Word
of God from people (Mark 4:15),
attacks faith of the child of God
(Luke 22;31-32), Satan tempts
God'’s people to compromise in the
matter of money (Acts 5:2),
persecutes servants of God
(Revelation 2:16) and influences our
thoughts and imaginations (2
Corinthians 11:3). He knows mind
is the central power of actions and
hence he attacks minds. Our Lord has
defeated Satan but he still has power
and evil forces under him. We can resist
the demons with power of Holy Spirit
and in the name of Jesus Christ. Lord
is unique using authority over Satan
and demons. Demon possessed man
came to Jesus and He made him a
missionary (Mark 5:2,18,19).

Lord touched and used the point
of contact for cleansing (Matthew
9:3), healing (Matthew 8:15, Luke
22:51), illuminating (Matthew 9:29),
reassuring (Matthew 17:6-7), blessing
(Mark 10:16), liberating (Mark 7:34) and

raising the dead (Mark 5:43). Jesus
revealed God fully (Hebrews 1:13).
Some times we need a second touch
to see clearly as the blind man had.
Our Lord is same forever. We can have
His touch if we believe and ask Him.
We need faith in Lord’s power even if
no answer, cry till get answer, seek
the will of God too. Jesus visited private
homes, towns, public worship places,
cared for multitudes for their sickness
and hunger as a part of His ministry.
Jesus gave due respect to
women in His ministry. He believed
woman and man are two wings of the
society and they have to fly together
for the progress of the society. He

-

Satan opposes death of
Christ on cross (Matthew
16:21,22), snatches away the
Word of God from people
(Mark 4:15), attacks faith of
the child of God (Luke 22;31-
32), Satan tempts God’s
people to compromise in the
matter of money (Acts 5:2),
persecutes servants of God
(Revelation 2:16) and
influences our thoughts and
imaginations (2 Corinthians
11:3). He knows mind is the
central power of actions and
hence he attacks minds.

\

7:38), Woman falls at His feet for relief
from sorrow (John 11:32). Woman falls
at His feet for expressing her gratitude
(John 12:3)..No woman betrayed or
denied Jesus. Women were at the
place of His crucifixion. But Jesus did
not choose any woman as an Apostle
because He knew woman and man
have different functions and

responsibilities in society and spiritual
field.

Jesus' ministry of salvation was
through servant hood (John 13:3-5)
and forgiveness as He showed at the
malefactor on cross (Luke 23:43).He
sent disciples as lambs among the
wolves. His ministry was joy and He

advised His disciples to be of good
cheer (John 16:13). His followers
should rejoice in all circumstances
of life. His ministry was against fear
because His ministry is victory. He
performed miracles to reveal He is
Son of God. He went with disciples
wherever He was invited.

Jesus gives us a paradigm for
personal evangelization in
dealing with the Samaritan
woman (John 4). He started the
conversation with the woman about
water because she came for
drawing water and it was her subject
of interest and she touched the
subject of caste but Jesus did not
change the subject. He continued
His subject of water but slightly
changes to living water. She asked

/

permitted woman to touch His feet and
wet His feet with perfume (Luke

7:36.38). Hannah was the first woman
to reveal He is Messiah (Luke 2L38),
Woman cooked food for Him and

another woman sat at His feet to hear
word of God (Luke 10:39), Woman
was the first missionary in Samaria
(John 4:28) Women helped Him in the
ministry (Luke 8:2.3). Mary Magdalene
went with message of His resurrection
first (John 20:18). He called the

crippled woman as daughter of

Abraham (Luke 13:16). Woman sits at
His feet for forgiveness of sins (Luke

Him whether he was greater than

Jacob. He could have revealed
Himself as Son of God who existed
before Jacob but He did not respond
to her query. When she asked living
water He asked her to bring her
husband. It is natural for a woman to
have her husband with her to receive
anything from a stranger but His words
pierced her conscience..Jesus won her
confidence and made her a messenger
of Gospel (John 4:39).

His ministry towards a backslider
is narrated in John 21. Same Peter
who left net and fishing and followed
Jesus (Luke 5:11) went to fishing after
seeing resurrected Christ (John 21:3).

November 2022

Suvartha



When Peter and other disciples came
ashore Peter saw fire of burning coals
by the side of Jesus. Peter denied
Jesus at the side of fire (Luke 22:55.55)
three times. Jesus Christ interrogated
Peter three times and gave him his
commission. Peter was restored at the
side of lake by the side of fire by his
confession of love towards the Lord
three times. It is the model for

restoration of a backslider.

Our Lord used Parables to sow
spiritual seeds into people. 39
Parables are recorded in Synoptic
Gospels but no parable in Gospel of
John. Parable is simple natural story
telling spiritual truth to make
transition of his hearers from the
natural level to the spiritual truth. He
taught spiritual truths and future
events with the help of pictures from
Jewish background, like 'ten virgins'
(Matthew 25:1-13) and 'preparing
place for the bride' (John 14:2,3). We
have to study all parables to learn
secrets of the Kingdom of God. |
taught all Parables in the Bible
College.

Sermons:: There are three
long sermons of our Lord
recorded in the Gospels.

1. Sermon on the Mount
(Matthew 5,6,7),

2. Discourse to His disciples on
mount Olives (Matthew 24:3 -25:46)
about destruction of Temple of
Jerusalem and defeat of Jews under
Roman empire, His Advent and end of
the World and

3. Comforting message to His
disciples and promising His presence
till the end and sending Comforter Holy
Spirit to be with His followers (John
14,15,16). His ministry is to establish
an empire founded on Love and all His
followers should love each other (John
15:12-13) and He advised that our aim
should be fruitful and not successful
(John 15:5,8). His followers should be
known by the frui. We should reflect
the Master in our life through our love,
humility and service (John 15:7-10). His
ministry is to glorify God (John 17:3,
Luke 23:44). When Jesus performed

miracles people glorified God (Luke
5:26,7:16,13:12,13, 17:17). Aim of our
ministry is to glorify God and we should
never take credit or glory for the

miracles or any result of the ministry.
In my young age | received an advice
from a man of God that we should not
get two rewards and two remuneration
for one work and therefore never try to
get any awards and name in this world
for the Ministry of God losing rewards
in the heaven..Our Lord’s ministry is
not only for this world but for the Eternal
life. He told His followers to be always
on the watch and pray for His advent

-

N

Our Lord used Parables
to sow spiritual seeds into
people. 39 Parables are
recorded in Synoptic
Gospels but no parable in
Gospel of John. Parable is
simple natural story telling
spiritual truth to make
transition of his hearers
from the natural level to the
spiritual truth. He taught
spiritual truths and future
events with the help of
pictures from Jewish
background

~

(Matthew 21:36). Major signs of His
coming are: False claims as Christ,
wars and rumours of wars, earth
quakes, persecutions, hatred against
Christians, turning away from true faith
and betrayal of other believers, false
prophets and preachers deceiving
many believers, increase of
wickedness, love of faithful growing
cold, pestilences, drunkenness (Luke
21:8-13, Matthew 24:4-12).

Sermon on the Mount is famous
where He is interpreting Old Testament
Laws in the New way. He says His
ministry is to fulfill the Laws as to prove
all books of the Bible are inspired. God
in Old Testament is the same God who

appears in New Testament..He proves
Old Testament is Law but New
Testament is Love. When Law was
given Lord came down and spoke in
thunder and lighting and people
moved away from Mount Sinai. Jesus
Christ went up on the mountain and
sat down, then called His disciples to
His side. He delivered long message
on Makario - Blessed but when Law
was given none could approach and
touch mountain (Exodus 19:12). In His
sermon Christ told that for a blessed
life we need:

1. Desire for blessing (Matthew

6:7,8),

2. Purity - pure an noble heart of
love,

3. Humility

4. Generosity - giving to God
and others (Luke 6:38),

5. Quality - high quality in
character and life,

6. Fraternity - good friends and
Godly association,

7. Unity and harmony (Matthew
5:22).

His ministry is to make His
followers salt of earth (Matthew
5:13). Salt represents purity, it has
glistering whiteness. It came from
purest of all things that is Sun and
Sea which destroy all unclean
things We are born out of the Blood
of Jesus Christ. We must be
example of purity and honesty
(Ephesians 4:24). We were impure

but His blood made us pure and salt
of the earth. Sodium and Chlorine are
poisons but when they join together
become salt - fellowship. Salt makes
things tasty silently, preserves things
from decay and corruption and gives
flavour Christians should preserve

themselves and others from the

corruption of this world (1 John 2:17).
Separation and holiness are our motto
in life. Salt gives thirst. We should have
thirst for the souls of the sinners. If salt
is put in the fire, its character does
not change ,we should be like wise in
the midst of fiery trials. If salt is put in
water it disappears becoming solution.
When a true disciple finishes his work
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in this world he will disappear to join
with his Master. Once salt becomes
without savour, it is difficult to make it
salty again, Jews had a custom that if
a Jew becomes an apostate and if
returns he must lie across the door of
the synagogue and people would
stamp him as they enter..When a
believer backslides he becomes good
for nothing. When a believer quenches
power of the Holy Spirit and loses
saltiness, he will be thrown out. (Refer:
Hebrews 6:4, 10:26).

Lord stresses that His followers
are light of the World. They have to
lead people from darkness to light.

There is chance of removing names /~

from the Book of Life (Exodus
32;33,25, Psalms 106:9,
Deuteronomy 9:21,4:18. Jeremiah
17:13, Revelation 22:19). We are
light of the World (Matthew 5:14).
All should see us and praise God
for our good life. Light can not be
hidden. Light never makes sound.
A true Christian will never boast for
what he has done for the Lord.
Empty vessel only makes sound.
Christ gives detailed
instructions to His followers how
to live in this world as model to
others. He says life is more
important than food and cloth
(Matthew 6:24-34). Seek His
Kingdom and His righteousness
and all these things will be given.
None except our Lord gives such

living instructions to the followers \_

how to live in this world. John
Patman decided to go as missionary
to British Columbia and his friends told
him that inhabitants of the island eat
flesh of human beings and John
Patman replied it is better to be food
for cannibals than food for the worms
in England. Lord has clearly said that
no man can serve God and Mammon
simultaneously.(Matthew 6:24).
Mammon should be our servant and
not master, if we serve God. John Milton
portrayed trinity of Devil as Satan,
Mammon and False Prophet against
Trinity of God as God, Christ and Holy
Spirit.

Ministry of Jesus is to make us
face the world and any event without
fear. In His life Jesus showed us that
we should never bow down before any
person out of fear (John 20:19). We
need not fear anything because our
Lord overcame the World and Satan
(John 16:33)

Prayer: None prayed as Jesus
prayed. His motto in life “not my will
but thy will be done” (Luke 22:42)
and He was always in contact with
His Father. He continued all night in
prayer to God before choosing
disciples (Luke 6:12). To others

None prayed as Jesus
prayed. His motto in life
“not my will but thy will be
done“ (Luke 22:42) and He
was always in contact with
His Father. He continued all
night in prayer to God before
choosing disciples (Luke
6:12). To others ncluding His
disciples prayer was a form
but to Christ it was a force.
For Jesus prayer was
consciously opening His mind
to His Father and being in His
presence He prayed alone in
communication with Father
(Luke 21:37). For Him prayer
was relationship with God

could accomplish it when He prayed.
“I have finished the work which thou
gave me“ (John 17:4). Lord Nelson’s
last words were “Thank God, | have
done my duty”. How we know the will
of God as Jesus knows? Itis through
companionship and intimacy with our
God. Jesus dedicated to the will of God
and He was always happy when He
was on earth and He could say on the
cross, "it is finished" (Luke 23:46).
Peter learned will of God from his
Master, Jesus Christ.
Jesus used dialogue in His
communication with disciples.
Jesus asks questions to His
followers: “What do you seek"?
(John 1:38). "Who do you say the
son of man is"? (Mark 16:13), "what
do you want me to do for you"?
(Mark 10;5), "Could you not keep
watch with me”? (Matthew 26:40),
“Do you know me"? (John 14:9),
"What you were arguing about?"
(Mark 9:33), "You know not what
manner of spirit you have" (Luke
9:55), "Do you want to leave too?"
(John 6:67), "What you are
discussing?" (Luke 24:17), "Woman
why you are crying?" (John 20:15),
"Children, have you any meat?"
(John 21:5). "Do you love me more
than these?" (John 21). These
questions display the relationship
of the Master with disciples.
He taught His disciples never
go after position (Luke 14:10).He

including His disciples prayer was a
form but to Christ it was a force. For
Jesus prayer was consciously opening
His mind to His Father and being in
His presence He prayed alone in
communication with Father (Luke
21:37). For Him prayer was
relationship with God. Before He went
to Olive Garden, He prayed for self,
disciples and for all believers (John
17)..When He prayed His mind
centered on God and His prayers were
positiv. because He had right
relationship with God always. Christ
knew God’s plan for His life and He

believed all rules and regulations are

for humanity and people are not
made for laws (Luke 14:5). He walked
with His disciples, He was one among
them, no superiority complex. He
promised at the end that He will come
back to take His followers to be with
Him for eternity. Jesus' mission is to
give us life abundantly that is eternal
life. (John 10:10). No matter what
manner of life or position we have, if
we do not have eternal life, it would
not amount to anything, Receiving
eternal life is most important miracle
in life (John 3:16). The eternal life is
the nature of God (John 5:26).

November 2022

11

Suvartha



Children’'s

T h e
Bible
gives a
short
definition
of faith in

ey Hebrews

faith is

being sure
of what we hope for and certain of
whatwe do not see”.

What is faith? The example below
will help you understand about faith.

Imagine you are gifted a box of
puzzle pieces. You open the box and
begin to join the puzzle pieces
together. While you are making the
puzzle and nearly about to finish, you
realise that one piece of the puzzle is
missing. Which of the following
options will you choose? Would you
call the company who made the
puzzle and say that one piece of the
puzzle is missing assuming that the
box came with a missing piece?

Or, would you look for the puzzle

"An Example of faith”

piece everywhere until you find it?

Certainly, you would choose to look
for the puzzle piece everywhere until
you find it. This is an expression of
faith because you trust a puzzle
company to make sure every piece is
in the box to complete the puzzle.
Even though we did not see the
company pack the puzzle into its box
we believe that the company cannot
make mistakes. We could never
possibly think that the company might
have not packed all the correct pieces
of the puzzle and hence this is
missing.

In the Bible which is the
word of God we see God as
a healer, saviour, and
protector. When life gets
tough do we have the faith
like how we trust the puzzle
company and say yes, God
will help me through this?
Thatis what we call faith

Let's break down the
verse Hebrews 11:1 to understand
this deeper.

Faith is being sure of what we hope
for. we as Christians hope and
believe that Jesus is making us a
place in heaven and is coming soon
but like the puzzle example, we must
be sure that this will happen and then
we call it faith

Faith is being certain of what we do
not see: we have not seen Jesus with
our eyes, but we can be sure that
Jesus is coming back and thatis faith.

Dear Children, let us build our faith
inJesus. Let’s us trustin Him.

= D®3>3=00

The foolish man's house
falls flat

— 4

"

Joanna Anoop

Draw some out of
now and
take it to the master

The master of the
feast tasted the
water that was

turned into wine

kept the
good wine

But you have . [.

until now I

Banage P.K.
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Queen Elizabeth’s
Christian faith

Queen Elizabeth who passed away
on September 8, 2022, based her entire
life, and her extraordinary 70-year reign,
on Jesus, the rock and guide of her long
reign. Every year at Christmas, in a
broadcast to the nation watched by
millions worldwide, the Sovereign
shared her personal Christian faith as

key to all she does. Some years ago, for
example, she quoted a verse from a well-
known carol, “In the bleak midwinter”:
“What can | give him, poor as | am, If |
were a shepherd, | would bring a lamb, If
| were a wise man, | would do my part,
Yet what | can | give him, give my heart”.
She is reported to have told an
acquaintance: “| wish Jesus would come
back in my lifetime because | would place
my crown at his feet”! Archbishop of York
Stephen Cottrell said in his sermon at St
Paul’'s Cathedral to mark the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee in June, she was
“someone who has been able to serve
our nation faithfully because of her faith
in Jesus Christ”.

The Queen’s affection for the Jewish
people ran deep. UK’s Chief Rabbi
Ephraim Mirvis testified: “I recall how, on

one occasion, she showed me and my
wife items of Jewish interest and value
in her private collection at Windsor
Castle, including a Torah scroll rescued
from Czechoslovakia during the
Holocaust. Her affection for the Jewish
people ran deep, and her respect for our
values was palpable”.

The new king, Charles, has been
less vocal and precise about his faith than
his mother. May God open his eyes to
the uniqueness of Christ and His gospel.

Read the Bible consistently!

Asurvey by the American Bible Society
shows that Americans who consistently
read and apply the Bible have higher
levels of hope and resilience. Dr. John
Farquhar Plake, Director of Ministry
Intelligence for American Bible Society
says: “Our research continues to confirm
that consistent Bible reading leads to
hope and greater flourishing. Christians
know that Jesus offers us full life; there’s
no surprise here. But for those who are
questioning their faith or even who need
reassurance after a hard season, the
data validates that applying the truths of
Scripture leads to better health, better
relationships, and a higher sense of
purpose and meaning - all the while
bringing us closer to God”.

Reading the Bible, meditation on the
Word and putting teachings into practice
are essential ingredients for the child of
God to remain spiritually healthy. The
Psalmist said: "Your word | have hidden
in my heart, That | might not sin against
You" (Psalms 119:11), "Your word is a
lamp to my feet And a light to my path"
(Psalms 119:105).

Evangeists attacked in
Uganda!

Two evangelists who led several
muslims to Christ at a meeting where a
debate was held on Islam and
Christianity in eastern Uganda were
attacked on their way home and
sustained deep knife wounds. Andrew
Dikusooka, 35, and Ronald Musasizim
26, had been debating with Islamic
scholars in several areas. Many people
gave their lives to Christ, including
witchdoctors and street vendors and
theie conversion angered the local
population. The driver of the vehicle was
the one who rescued them and drove
them to the hospital,

It may be mentioned that Uganda’s
constitution and other laws provide for
religious freedom, including the right to
propagate one’s faith and convert from
one faith to another. But it is cimmonly
seen that violent mobs attack Christians
who are generally non-violent, unarmed
and peaceful!

Poll on Teens Worldwide!

A recent survey of nearly 25,000 teens
ages 13-17 in 26 countries has found
that 46 percent say they personally
believe Jesus “offers hope to people,”
43 percent say He “personally cares for
people,” 38 percent believe He is
“trustworthy” and 37 percent say He is
“generous.” About half (49 percent) also
say Jesus is “loving.” The teens in the
survey spoke 17 different languages.
Among the negative responses, teens
said Jesus is: “detached from today’s
real issues” (10 percent), judgmental (7
percent), irrelevant (6 percent) and/or
hypocritical (4 percent).

Meanwhile, many teens also have a
positive view of the Bible.

Barna said the new data in the report
helps “to advance the understanding of
teens globally” and “presents many
opportunities for the Church to connect
with and empower a rising generation.”
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Dr. C.P. Varghese

Promoted to Glory !

which he established in 1980. The
seminary has produced hundreds
of missionaries for Lord's work in
India and other countries. Inspite
of his busy schedule, he found time
to write those learned articles
regularly for us. It showed his
intense love for Christian literature
and an earnest desire for the
spread of true Biblical doctrine in
all its purity. It is with a deep sense
of grief that we recognize that we
will miss him badly as we continue
the publication of Suvartha

It was with a sense of disbelief that
we, in "Suvartha Family" heard the
news of the passing away of our
beloved Dr. C.P. Varghese. He was
a close friend and associate of
Suvartha Magazine and a regular
contributor. He also served as a
member of Executive Board for a
period of time. His regular Bible
Study series of articles were
greatly appreciated for their depth
and understanding. He began a
new series of study on the First
Epistle of Peter a few months ago

and we are sad to realize that the magazine..

series will not be continued. Our heartfelt condolences to the
He was extremely busy as the berieved families and pray that the
founder / President of Peniel Bible Lord grants them all comfort and
Seminary, Keezhillam, Kerala, peace.
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Pr. Biju P. Samuel, West Bengal
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SUVARTHA - Registered with Registrar of News Papers for India Under Licence No. 56985-93

Winners of IPC Sunday Schools Association Maharashtra, Annual Exam 2021

Tom Joydeb Joshua Jacob Eden Shiju Anns Aji Aeryn Thomas
Panvel Mansarovar Sakinaka Pune Ambernath Kalamboli
Class lll - First Rank Class Ill - Second Rank Class Il - Third Rank  Class IV - First Rank Class IV - Second Rank Class IV - Third Rank

o),

Anugraha Gibu Teresa Halder Joanna Joseph George Bezelel William Antony Samuel Thomas Daniel Mariyan Bins
Vasai Panvel Ambernath Kanjurmarg Dombivli FT Airoli
Class IV - Third Rank  Class V - First Rank  Class V - Second Rank  Class V- Third Rank  Class VI - First Rank  Class VI - Second Rank

Hanna Shaji Thomas Paul Johnson Janice Santosh Sheba Johnson Jubi Koshy Joshua Joseph George
Airoli Ambernath Thane Gerizim Kalyan Ambernath Ambernath

Class VI - Third Rank  Class VII - First Rank Class VII - Second Rank Class VII - Third Rank Class VIII - First Rank Class VIII - Second Rank

i

s

£ .. C ., o Z247r]
Merin Biju Mathew Sherin Saji Ivah Benjamin Jasmin Johnson Ashlyn Saimon  Joycelyn Ann Abraham  Ruhaa Bhalerao
Vasai Pimpri Pune Kalyan Pune Thane Gerizim Pune

Class VIII - Third Rank Class IX - First Rank Class IX - Second Rank Class IX - Third Rank Class X - First Rank Class X - Second Rank Class X - Second Rank

Steve Sibi Sen Johnson Hephzibah Jacob Stephy Joseph Naijil Aji Grace Sunny Josna Jose
Pune Kalyan Mansarovar Mansarovar Ambernath Mansarovar Kalamboli
Class X - Third Rank Class XI - First Rank Class XI - Second Rank Class XI - Third Rank Class Xl - First Rank Class Xl - Second Rank  Class XII - Third Rank
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