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A Pastor Is A Shepherd,
Not Just A Leader!

It appears that there is a need for a reminder
regarding the true meaning of pastoral ministry.
Some seem to think that pastors are just
leaders, administrators,or presenters of
programs in public gatherings. Certainly, pastors
must lead, administer, and preside over worship
gatherings, but pastoral ministry is much more
than the performance of these duties.

According to the word of God, a shepherd
has three major responsibilities: 1) feed the
sheep, 2) lead the sheep, and 3) care for the
sheep. Studying the word of God and preaching
timely messages based on the word of God as
part of a regular spiritual diet is the primary duty
of a shepherd. Recognizing that some need
spiritual milk and others need spiritual meat, a
shepherd must carefully prepare the spiritual
food to feed the sheep. After spending all their
energy on everything else but studying the
Word, some pastors fail to feed the sheep to
sustain them with spiritual health and vitality.

There are some believers who unfairly
complain that they are not being spiritually fed
and go from congregation to congregation or
go after false teachers. This is not the people |
am concerned about. | am thinking of believers
who are tired and worn out and are in desperate
need for a word from the Lord for their contexts
and pastors who speak without taking the time
to study and meditate on the word of God to
hear from the Lord.May all pastors take the
responsibility to feed their sheep as a vital
priority.

Biblically speaking, the second duty of a
shepherd is to lead the sheep. The concept of
leadership has been grossly misunderstood by
many in the Pentecostal movement. There is
an emphasis today on fancy titles at the
expense of the truth Jesus taught — being a
leader means becoming a servant. As far as
shepherds are concerned, the New Testament
does not envision the idea of leadership as mere
organizational leadership. A shepherd’s
leadership is to be exercised in relation to
promoting the spiritual growth of the believers,
leading them from where they are spiritually at

a given moment to the next level of their growth
in Christ.

The main goal of a shepherd’s leadership is
the spiritual growth of the sheep entrusted to
him. Even the purpose of leading a meeting
should be the spiritual growth of the people in
attendance.

Pastoral care is the third vital duty of a
pastor. Visiting the sick, comforting the afflicted,
staying in touch with the aging, etc., are just
some of the the pastoral care duties of a true
shepherd.

Pastoral ministry is not just another job. It
is neither a hobby. Pastoral ministry is a
response to God’s call to feed, lead, and care
for God'’s children for whom Jesus died on the
cross. This call must be taken seriously.

The spiritual development of the people under
one’s care should be the primary burden of a
pastor’'s heart. Even though in larger
congregations a pastor alone cannot care for
all the people and their needs, it is still the
pastor’s responsibility to make sure that the
care needs of the congregation are met through
associates or through mature believers who are
trained to offer pastoral care. Training lay
members in caregiving ministry is a significant
need in the post-COVID world where high-tech
has hijacked almost everything. High-tech world
demands high-touch ministry. Since pastors
cannot fulfill all the high-touch needs in larger
congregations, they should train capable
believers to offer skillful Christian care to people
within the congregations.

God is the one who promised shepherds to
His people.God’'s warning to uncaring
shepherds who abuse the sheep is described
in the book of Ezekiel very clearly. This warning
must be taken seriously by all who call
themselves pastors.

Paul the apostle reminds us in his first letter
to the Thessalonians that a pastor’s real reward
depends on the long-term faithfulness of the
people under his care. “For what is our hope, or
joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in
the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His
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The word
‘baptisma’ itself
means to
immerse
something in
water. The word
pictures used in

"BAPTISM"
In a historical perspective

"Do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him
through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk
in newness of life" (Romans 6:3,4)

< Part-3

( The Mode of Baptism )

In all the accounts we saw from the Book of
Acts, people were immersed in water at the
time of baptism. The early church continued
this practice. After the conversion of
Constantine, many elaborate baptisteries were
builtin Italy and some of them are still around.
The baptistery of the Lateran must be the
earliest ecclesiastical building still in use. It was
founded by Pope Sixtus IlI.

All of them feature a deep basin for full
immersion. The Byzantine Basilica of Emmaus
Nicopolis, which was built near the ancient city

walls on both sides as the Israelites passed
through the dry land in the middle. In 1 Peter
3:20-21, Peter uses the image of Noah'’s family
in the ark during the deluge as a picture of
baptism. We already looked at Romans 6 where
baptism is likened to a burial service. Thus, all
the word pictures used for baptism in the Bible
hints at baptizing people by immersion only.
Historically, baptism by immersion continued
until early middle ages. When running water
was not available, exception was allowed for
‘aspersion’ (sprinkling of water on the head) and
‘affusion’ (pouring of water on the head by the
minister’s hand. ‘Immersion’ also started taking

the Bible for § ¢ maus in the Holy Land in the fifth century ~ different meanings as time went on. In most of
baptism also § .43 baptistery. The oldest Christian building the early Christian arts and modern movies, one
conveys the § in France, which is in the city of Poitiers, hada  S€€ the baptizer and the baptizee going into
idea of | baptistery for immersion. Almostall of the oldest € water and the pouring of water on the
immersion. | cathedrals in Europe shows a baptistery for ~Paptizee’s head. This was actually considered
immersion. When Apostle Thomas went to Partialimmersion.” So a new phrase, ‘baptism
India and established a faith community there, ~ PY Submersion,” came into existence. Zwingi
each of the churches he started had a pool next in the 16th century denounced all practices of
to it to conduct baptism by immersion. baptism except by submersion. All of the full
The word ‘baptisma’ itself means to immerse gospel denominations, Baptist denominations
something in water. The word pictures used in and some mainline churches like the Eastern
the Bible for baptism also conveys the ideaof ~Orthodox Church practice baptism by

immersion. 1 Corinthians 10 likens baptism to ~ SUPmersion. _
the crossing of the Red Sea by ancient Today we see different churches and
Israelites. In that story, the water stood like high ~ denominations practicing baptism in different

C "A Pastor is a Shepherd” . . ... Continuation from previous page )

| am thankful to God for the

coming? For you are our glory and joy”
(1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 NKJV). Paul
stated that when ministers appear
before the Lord, their pride and crown
will be those who stood faithfully to the
end because of their pastoral ministries.

countless pastors who are faithful to
the Lord in their shepherding ministries.
At the same time, | am concerned
about some who act as if their pastoral
position is just a job or a second job,
or worse yet, just a hobby on the side.

Thank God for shepherds who take
their calling seriously and serve God’s
people day after day. May God give
us more well-trained pastors who will
give up everything else to become
caring shepherds of God’s sheep.ji
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ways. Some use aspersion, some use affusion,
some use partial immersion and some use
submersion. Since the teachings of the Bible
and the Apostolic practices are clear in this
matter, we believe that baptism by submersion
is the right thing to do and practice it only in our
baptism services.

The Biblical mandate for baptism is clear.
Baptism is not universal in the Bible. Only the
people who repent of their sins and profess their
faith in Jesus Christ are required to take
baptism. Since, these are not possible for an
infant, there is no reason to baptize an
infant. Linking baptism to salvation and treating
it as a sacrament has created the confusion we
see in Christendom in this matter. Even Martin
Luther who taught that salvation is by faith alone,
treated baptism as a sacrament.

The thought that people who are not baptized
will not go to heaven has been around since the
early times of Christianity. While the Roman
persecution was taking place during the first
three centuries, a number of martyrs did not
get to take baptism before their death. Are they
allowed into heaven without baptism was a
major question in those days. Thatis when the
phrase ‘baptism by blood’ was coined. But the
Bible is clear in this matter. A person’s name is
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life when a person
is saved. | say to you that likewise there will be
more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine just persons who need no
repentance. (Luke 15:7). Baptism will not take
aperson to heaven.

As for the children, they are the standard of
innocence. Jesus said, “Assuredly, | say to you,
unless you are converted and become as little
children, you will by no means enter the kingdom
of heaven.” (Matthew 18:3). If adults are
challenged to become innocent as little children,
will not the children go to heaven? So there is
no need to baptize infants to make them worthy
of heaven. Since every professing Christian is
asked to take baptism, even the folks who were
baptized as infants need to be re-baptized after
their salvation.

( Preparing For Baptism )

The early Christian church took baptism very
seriously. We have records of some abbots
requiring a week of fasting before baptism.
Everyone had to wear white on that day. Women
were asked to take off all forms of Jewelry from

their body before taking baptism. Many cultures
around the world still follow the custom of women
taking all the jewelry out before baptism. In
some cultures, women are not allowed to
remove certain ornaments as long as their
husbands are alive. So this is not possible.

Baptism is an important step in a person’s
Christian walk. It is saying final good bye to
your old lifestyle. You are getting rid of your
‘old man’ and starting your life as a ‘new man.’
Itis the point of no return in your Christian walk.
You are willingly turning your back to the world
and your face to the cross. So no one should
take it lightly.

Before the day of baptism, spend more time
in Bible reading and prayers. If you can, read
the chapters from the Book of Acts mentioned
above that tell us the stories of others who took
baptism. It will inspire you and encourage you.
Since you are taking a step of obedience, an
attitude of surrender is important. Use this
season to ask God for special spiritual
blessings. If you are not filled with the Holy
Spirit, ask for that special blessing in your life.
Seek the will of God for your life after baptism.
Every believer is an ambassador for Christ. God
has plans to use your testimony and life to
encourage others.

( After Baptism )

Baptism is the beginning of a new lifestyle.
Before baptism, the person(s) have already
repented of their sins and said good bye to their
old lifestyle. He or she buries that old sin laden
body in the waters of baptism. When they rise
up from the water, they do so with the intention
of walking in the newness of life. The model for
that new walk can be seen in Acts 2. ‘And they
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in
prayers. .. So continuing daily with one accord
in the temple, and breaking bread from house
to house, they ate their food with gladness and
simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor
with all the people.’ (Acts 2:42, 46, 47). This
what is expected of people taking baptism
today. You must attend church regularly and
learn from scriptures, be there for the prayers,
be there at the time of Holy Communion,
fellowship with other Christians. Yes, itis a new
and exciting life style.

May God bless you as you take this new
step in your Christian walk! [

The Biblical
mandate for
baptism is clear.
Baptism is not
universal in the
Bible. Only the
people who
repent of their
sins and profess
their faith in
Jesus Christ are
required to take
baptism. Since,
these are not
possible for an
infant, there is no
reason to baptize
an infant. Linking
baptism to
salvation and
treating itas a
sacrament has
created the
confusion we see
in Christendom in
this matter.
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Jesus is
condemning
those who judge
others with no
mercy and for a
condescending
attitude. The
Pharisees were
into observation
of law, but not
mercy. Their
heart was far
from God. Many
of us go through
the motion in our
Christian walk
with no personal
relationship with
Christ or inner
conviction. God
will judge those
on the Day of
Judgment.

o

Religious hypocrisy
in a sinful world!

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn,
and you will not be condemned” (Luke 6:37)

)

In the gospel of John (8:3-11) we read of an
adulterous woman who was brought before
Jesus for judgement by Pharisees. The
Pharisees could have passed judgment over the
woman according to Jewish Law. However, they
wanted to test Jesus as they were constantly
looking for an opportunity to disprove His deity.
Jesus told them, “The one without sin among
you should be the first to throw a stone at her”.
The woman was aware that there was absolutely
no chance for mercy or forgiveness for her sinful
acts according the Law. The Jewish Law
stipulates that a sinner like this woman must
be stoned. It was providence that she was
brought before Jesus for judgment. Since no

this world not to condemn the world but that
the world through him might be saved. Again,
in Luke 5:31 Jesus says that He came not to
call the righteous, but the sinners to repentance.
Jesus is calling you and me to come to Him to
repent of our sin and receive forgiveness.
Jesus took Peter, John, and James to the
garden of Gethsemane to pray just before He
was going to be betrayed into the hands of the
Jewish leaders. Jesus knew that Peter will deny
Him thrice before the dawn of the day. But He
still took Peter with Him. We may wonder why
He allowed Peter to accompany Him. We serve
a God who is fully aware of our failures,
weaknesses, or shortcoming. He is a God who
knows our nature. “The Lord is

one stoned the woman, to every
one’s surprise Jesus passed a

\ merciful and gracious, slow to

judgment on her saying “neither
do | condemn you, go and sin
no more”. Jesus had mercy on
her and forgave her sins and
spared her life. Jesus did not
condemn her or judge her. Here
Jesus is not condoning sin, or
sinful lifestyle. He is loving a
sinner, as we are all
commanded to do. Religious

Jesus is not
condoning sin, or
sinful lifestyle. He
is loving a sinner,

as we are all
commanded to
do. Religious
hypocrisy is what
Jesus is against.

2

anger, and plenteous in mercy’
(Psalm 103:8). As humans we
all will fail from time to time; but
running to the throne of grace for
forgiveness and mercy is what
is required at that point.

Jesus is condemning those
who judge others with no mercy
and for a condescending
attitude. The Pharisees were into

hypocrisy is what Jesus is \_

observation of law, but not

against. Jesus is admonishing

His followers (Luke 6:37) “Do not judge, and
you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and
you will not be condemned.”

In John 4:5 we read the story of the
Samaritan woman. An encounter with Jesus
changed her life and many of the villagers came
to know Jesus. This nonjudgmental approach
of Jesus toward the woman got her convicted
of her sin and brought the villagers to salvation
through her.

In John 3:17 we read that Jesus came into

mercy. Their heart was far from
God. Many of us go through the motion in our
Christian walk with no personal relationship with
Christ or inner conviction. God will judge those
on the Day of Judgment. Our legalistic attitude
does not please God. God is the judge of all
our actions, and intent of the heart. We are
called to be merciful (Luke 6:36; be ye therefore
merciful, as your heavenly father also is
merciful), and loving to people around us.
We are familiar with the story of the prayers
of the Pharisee and the sinner at the temple

** Formerly: Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, USA.
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(Luke 18:9-14). The Pharisee prayed that he
deserves a blessing from God as he is not a
sinner. God honored the prayer of the sinner
who confessed that he is a sinner and have no
claim before God and is depending on His
mercy. The sinner went home justified. We
read in the Bible ‘be merciful to me’ on several
occasions. Do we plead for God’s mercy while
we are not willing to be merciful to others. We
all have periodic amnesia regarding the mercy
and grace God bestowed on us. In Hosea 6:6
we read “For | desired mercy, and not sacrifice,
and the knowledge of God than burned
offerings.”

Note that as Christians we live in complete
forgiveness. How many of us have seen people

When someone falls badly we say they ‘crash
and burn’. However, our merciful Lord can bring
forth a beautiful thing out of ashes (Isaiah 61:3).
When you fall, as you surely will, turn to God
and He will restore you and use your failure to
strengthen you. That doesn’t mean that God
want us to keep sinning. The point is that our
God is merciful.

Our God is a loving and long suffering God.
He gives us repeated chances to turn away from
our sins and follow Him. We read the story of
Noah (Genesis 6) where God ordered him to
make an ark and invite people to enter ark to
be delivered from the impending flood. God
waited patiently as Noah was building an ark
and preaching the impending destruction
through flood (1 Peter 3:20). We

falling into the same sin for which =

\ read about the lost opportunity of

they judged someone in the past.
Sin is self-righteous, and other-
blaming. Sin is self-excusing, and
self-atoning. There are religious
people who use their convictions
like a club to beat others on the
head. The messes you create by
choice or by accident do not put
you beyond the reach of God’s
grace. We all have experiences
in life we would not be or are not
very proud off. Peter was
forewarned about what is to

There are religious
people who use their
convictions like a
club to beat others
on the head.
The messes you
create by choice or
by accident do not
put you beyond
the reach of
God’s grace.

the five virgins who missed to fill
oilin their lamps (Matthew 25:2).
The Lord’s longsuffering toward us
is meant for our salvation.
However, in spite of repeated
warnings or opportunities sadly
many choose not to pay
attention.

Our past mistakes and sins
do not stop God from using us
once those ‘not very proud of
instances are under the blood of

happen to him before the dawn.

Jesus. Peter failed and Jesus still

We wonder ‘couldn’t Peter remind himself about
the warning from Jesus that he would deny him
thrice before the dawn’? It was too late for Peter
to turn the clock back. Peter could not
understand why he did so? His mind was totally
blanked out. The Holy Spirit convicted him
immediately. He wept bitterly and confessed.
Peter’s experience in denying Jesus made him
to grow stronger in faith. We all, like Peter, fall
right into the same trap in spite of the warning.

used him. Abraham, Moses, David, Paul all had
very ‘regrettable’ actions in life. But God used
all of them. So God can use us in spite of our
past actions once we bring them to the Lord
and ask forgiveness. God knows how weak and
fickle your heart is, yet He continues to move
toward you with unrelenting and empowering
grace. Will you show the same mercy toward
sinners as Jesus did for us and lead them to
repentance? [ |

Peter failed and
Jesus still used
him. Abraham,
Moses, David,
Paul all had very
‘regrettable’
actions in life.
But God used all
of them. So God
can use us in
spite of our past
actions once we
bring them to
the Lord and ask
forgiveness.

He continues to
move toward
you with
unrelenting and
empowering
grace.

-

Quotes on "Forgiveness" by Dr. Billy Graham

"In one bold stroke, forgiveness obliterates the past and permits us to enter the land
of new beginnings"
"Repent when you fail, and immediately seek God’s forgiveness and restoration. Sin
breaks our fellowship with God"
"Forgiveness does not come easily to us, especially when someone we have trusted
betrays our trust. And yet if we don’t learn to forgive, we will discover that we can
never really rebuild trust”
"Forgiveness is one of the most beautiful words in the human vocabulary.
How much pain and unhappy consequences could be avoided if we all learned the
\_ meaning of this word"
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4 New Series: h

Timeless Sayings of Jesus Christ!

Devotional: SIX

Are you READY for the
RETURN of JESUS CHRIST?

“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven,
but My Father only. Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your
Lord is coming. Therefore, you also be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect.” (Matt. 24:36, 42, 44)

J

There is no doctrine in the entire Bible that
is more closely linked to practical daily living,
in holiness and in conformity with God’s
commandments, than the doctrine of the return
of Jesus Christ. In the infinite wisdom of God,
the actual time of Christ’s return has not been
revealed to us. Only God the Father knows when
His Son Jesus Christ will return to this earth!

In order to understand this matter from a
doctrinal standpoint, we should visualize Christ
as the bridegroom having gone to heaven to
prepare a place for His bride, the Church (see
John 14:1-3). He has promised to come back
one day to take His bride to heaven to celebrate
the “marriage supper of the Lamb” (Revelation
19:7-9). However, in the Jewish tradition, it is
the bridegroom’s father who gives the go-ahead
for the bridegroom to go and bring his bride.
Similar to this, God the Father of the divine
bridegroom Jesus Christ, alone will decide when

His Son will return to the earth to bring His bride,
the Church.

So, we should not be concerned or anxious
to know the exact time of Christ’s return, nor
should we be tempted to set any dates for His
return (see Acts 1:6-8). However, we are given
a pretty good indication regarding the world
conditions during the time of Christ’s return as
it will be exactly like the days of Noah (and the
Flood) when the people would be pleasure-
oriented and hedonistic. Noah’s day was
characterized by preoccupation with self-
gratification (eating and drinking) and a total
neglect of spiritual matters. Oblivious to the
judgment of God, the inhabitants of the earth
were caught unprepared by the Flood during
Noah’s time. Such a state of unpreparedness
will exist when Jesus returns, and only those
who are in Christ, the ark of safety, will be
delivered!
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Are you ready for the return of Jesus Christ?
To be ready and well-prepared is important in
generally every area of life. We must be
prepared spiritually for Christ is returning at a
time that we least expect Him. Some of the
ways that we can prepare ourselves spiritually
are by putting on our spiritual armor always
(Ephesians 6:10-20), and by preparing our
minds for holy living so that we can defend our
blessed hope before others (1 Peter 3:15).
Spiritual victory will be the reward of only those
people who are already prepared for battle!

In view of the uncertainty as to the day and
the hour that Christ will return, we ought to watch
and be ready every moment. The word ‘watch’
(Greek:grgoreo) is a present imperative in its
original language, meaning ‘be continuously on
guard’. Because the event of the return of Jesus
Christ is certain and yet the time is unknown,

we should live faithfully every moment of our
lives. We “watch” when we stay alert and remind
ourselves that our Lord Jesus may come at any
moment. The ‘any-moment’ aspect of Christ’s
return will help us remain motivated in our
Christian service and focusing on our personal
spiritual growth all the time (1 John 3:2-3). Let
our lives be marked by holy conduct and
godliness at all times for Jesus is coming soon!

“Therefore, gird up the loins of your mind,
be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace
that is to be brought to you at the revelation of
Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not
conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as
in your ignorance; but as He who called you is
holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,
because it is written, ‘Be holy, for | am holy.” (1
Peter 1:13-16) B

He has promised
to come back one
day to take His
bride to heaven to
celebrate the
“marriage supper
of the Lamb”
However, in the
Jewish tradition,
it is the bride-
groom’s father
who gives the go-
ahead for the
bridegroom to go
and bring his
bride. Similar to
this, God the
Father alone will
decide when His
Son will return to
the earth to bring
His bride, the
Church.

KCQuotes on Second Coming of Jesus Christ by Rev. A.W. TozeID h

N\

“Let us be alert to the season in which we are living. It is the season of the
Blessed Hope, calling for us to cut our ties with the world and build ourselves
on this One who will soon appear. He is our hope—a Blessed Hope enabling
us to rise above our times and fix our gaze upon Him”
“When He returns is not as important as the fact that we are ready for Him
when He does return”
"We are not looking for death, we are looking for Him"

Rev. AW. Tozer

)
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Beginning
a New Series of
Bible Study

Rev. K.M. Varghese

James does
not require
Christian
believers to
pray for wealth
if they are poor
or have less
money, and
James also
severely
rebukes
excessive
pleading for
spending on
pleasures (4:3).

-

N\

A God who gives generously to all

"If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without
finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and not
doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the
wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a
person is double-minded and unstable in all they do" (James 1:5-8)

J

After speaking of perseverance
(steadfastness) as an outcome of testing,
James speaks of a man who is unstable in all
his ways (1:8). He writes about the God who
gives and the man who asks, focusing on the
man who lacks wisdom before he speaks.

( If wisdom is lacking )

Perseverance is doing its work with the goal
of making the Christian believer perfect. Man
has to cooperate with the work of stability.
James illustrates one who lacks wisdom. It is
not a condition to be ignored. The wisdom that
James is referring to here is not the wisdom of
the world. He says in the third chapter what
that wisdomis (3:17). Itis wisdom from on high.
“wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all
pure; then peace-loving, considerate,
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial
and sincere”. Its deficiency will affect the
Christian. So we ask you to pray for him to get
wisdom. James does not require Christian
believers to pray for wealth if they are poor or
have less money, and James also severely
rebukes excessive pleading for spending on
pleasures (4:3).

( A God who does not despise the unwise)

Here James reminds us of what a praying
person should know about God and the
principles one must keep

1. God gives generously to all without
rebuking

2. Pray with faith, without doubting.

Oneidizo is the Greek word for “to wander”.
It means to rebuke, find fault with, dismiss, and
reproach. People tend to reject the needy.
However,God is unlike us, He does not reject
those who come to Him in prayer.

( God who gives generously to all )

After explaining how God does not respond,
James explains how God responds to the
supplicant. God is the giver and He generously
gives. The word Haplosis translated as
“generous”. The idea behind it is to give as per
need, without bargaining, without additional
conditions, and with single-mindedness. James
must have remembered Solomon asking God
for wisdom. God accepted Solomon’s request
and gave him a heart of wisdom and
understanding, along with riches and glory that
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he did not ask for (1 Kings 3:4-12). Not only
James, but Jesus also taught that God is the
one who gives generously to those who ask
Him, without reproaching them. He gives the
Spirit without measure (John 3:34). “If you, being
evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will the Father in
heaven give good things to those who ask him”
(Matthew 7:11; Luke 11:13). Paul also taught
the church “God gives us all things abundantly”
and “God does abundantly whatever we ask or
imagine.”(1 Tim. 6:17; Eph. 3:20; Rom. 8:32).
God is neither miserly nor mercantile. He is
the giver; He gives everything freely and
generously to those who ask Him.

( Pray without doubt )

It is not enough to know that God does not
rebuke those who ask Him, or that He gives
generously. James also states the conditions
that the person who prays must

thinking or hoping that it will be received, but
that it has been received. Faith sees the
unseen, believes the unbelievable, and achieves
the impossible.

( Doubt sees the obstacles, >

"Faith sees the way.

Doubt sees the dark night,

Faith sees the day.

Doubt dreads to take a step,

Faith soars on high.

Doubt questions, “Who believes?”

Faith Answers",

- Gospel Banner

A doubter is compared to a tossed
seashore (1:6).

Here the doubteris compared to the
seashore. The wave of unsteadiness that beats
over Israel's western border is familiar to the
Jews. A scholar compares the doubter to a cork.
The doubter may be compared

follow. First, let us know what
not to do in prayer. Do not
doubt. Diakrino is the word in
Greek. It means a divided
mind. That is why James
himself says below that the
doubter has not one mind but
two minds. A double-minded
man is unstable in all his ways
(1:8). Adouble-minded person
is called Dipsychos. He

The doubter may be
compared to a
weightless cork

floating in the water,

tossed to and fro by
the motion of the
waves. A doubter has
no fixed position, like a
dry leaf that is swayed
by the wind.

to a weightless cork floating
in the water, tossed to and fro
by the motion of the waves. A
doubter has no fixed position,
like a dry leaf that is swayed
by the wind. He is like a
drunkard wandering the road
in a drunken state. He is
unstable, is fickle.

Do not expect that such
a person will receive

believes with one mind and \

, anything from the Lord (1:7).

disbelieves with the other.
Such a man is a doubter. He looks at
circumstances with one mind and focuses on
self-limitation, and with the other mind focuses
on God who is not limited by circumstances.

However, he must...ask in faith

James, who tells us what not to do in prayer,
tells us what is the decisive factor in prayer,
faith. Pray with faith. The root word pistis means
to trust, rely on, and unshakable certainty. Faith
in God is certainty (Heb. 11:1). Itis not enough
that the standard of faith we believe is
unquestionable, the object or center of faith
must be God. It is the unwavering faith in God
who is the giver and the benefactor that is the
central point of our faith—keeping us firm in our
testing. Jesus also taught the same thing. The
Lord’s teaching was that when you pray, believe
that you receive whatever you ask (Mk. 11:24;
Mt. 21:22). The inevitable factor in prayer is not

Israel at the time of Elijah
did not know Baal as God, or YHWH as God.
(1 Kings 18:21). The Laodicean church was
neither lukewarm nor cold (Rev. 3:6). He who
doubts lowers his standard in God'’s sight. He
does not follow the condition of prayer. He should
not think that he will get anything from the Lord.

A double-minded man is unstable in all
his ways (1:8).

The problem is not that the double-minded
man does not pray, but that he does not pray
with faith. A double-minded man not only
receives nothing from God but also is unstable
in all his ways. He is unstable not only in prayer
butin every way. If perseverance is the outcome
of those who joyfully face trials, the doubter, on
the other hand, does not gain stability even with
prayers. Before and after prayer he remains
unsteady. James concludes that it is better to
face trials with joy and to pray with faith. g

A double-minded
person believes
with one mind
and disbelieves
with the other.
He looks at
circumstances
with one mind
and focuses on
self-limitation,
and with the
other mind
focuses on God
who is not
limited by
circumstances.
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Difference between Bible
readers and non-Bible readers!

In a poll by the American Bible Study,
respondents were asked questions from
the so-called Persevering Hope Scale,
a psychological assessment test. It uses
phrases that are free of biblical
language. Individuals were asked to rate
their response to a series of questions
on a grade of 1 to 5. The question was:
“When an outcome | desire seems
unlikely or even impossible, | ...

-- “Am determined to see things
through to the end.

-- “Will keep trying.

--“Won't give up.

-- “Am motivated to wait for a
successful outcome.”

After a final analysis of responses,
the conclusion was that n dealing with
the struggles of life, people who engage
with the Bible have far more hope than
others. Those who read the Bible
regularly, who live and think according to
its teaching, find resources that keep tem
going, even in tough times. The Bible
teaches Christians to be filled with hope.

Peter wrote to Christians facing
opposition to their faith, ‘Always be
prepared to give an answer to everyone
who asks you to give the reason for the
hope that you have’ (1 Peter 3:15). In spite
of life’s challenges, believers displayed
a persevering hope that was noteworthy,
prompting questions about where it
came from. This research suggests it is
still true today!

Some historical accounts -
Proven by Archeologists!

The Bible is a religious and historical
text that contains a mix of spiritual
teachings, moral lessons, and historical
accounts.

1. Fall of Jericho

Archaeological evidence suggests
that the ancient city of Jericho did
experience a destruction event around
the time indicated in the Bible.

“And when they make a long blast
with the ram’s horn when you hear the
sound of the trumpet, then all the people
shall shout with a great shout, and the
wall of the city will fall down flat, 1 and the
people shall go up, everyone straight
before him” (Joshua 6:5).

According to The New York Times,
the site was discovered to have a three-
foot layer of ash that contained numerous
pottery shards and mud bricks from a
wall. The burned fragments were dated
to 1410 B.C., plus or minus 40 years.

2. King David

“So David reigned over all Israel, and
he administered justice and equity to all
his people.” 1 Chronicles 18:14

According to the Biblical Archaeology
Society, Archaeologists in northern Israel
discovered the broken stone slab in
1993. It had a carved inscription
translated as “House of David”. Most
historians accept this inscription as
evidence of the existence of aroyal house
in the Ancient Near East that bore the
biblical character's name.

3. Jesus’s Home in Nazareth

“When Mary and Joseph had
completed everything required by the
Law of the Lord, they returned to their
hometown, Nazareth in Galilee.” Luke
2:39

Archaeologist Ken Dark claims that
Jesus’ childhood home may have been
discovered beneath the Sisters of
Nazareth Convent in Nazareth, Israel. A
first-century “courtyard house” was found
during the excavation. It may have served
as Jesus’ home in Nazareth.

4. Solomon’s Temple

“He said to me, ‘Your son Solomon is
the one who shall build My house and
My courts; for | have chosen him to be a
son to Me, and | will be a father to him.” 1
Chronicles 28:6.

According to the Bible, Solomon’s
Temple was built on Mount Moriah in
Jerusalem, where an angel of God had
appeared to David.

In 2010, according to Discover
Magazine, a group of archaeologists
from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
under the direction of Eilat Mazar claimed

to have found a monumentally large wall
segment while excavating in
Jerusalem’s OId City. According to some
radiocarbon dates, the site was occupied
during Solomon’s reign. This is the first
time that a structure from that time has
been found that may correlate with written
descriptions of Solomon’s building in
Jerusalem.

5. Noah’s Ark

The LORD then said to Noah, “Go
into the ark, you and your whole family,
because | have found you righteous in
this generation.” Genesis 7:1.

Archeologists discovered a massive
shape in the Turkish mountains whose
dimensions correspond to those of
Noah'’s Ark.

It’s important to approach these
historical and archaeological
connections with an understanding that
they provide context but may not always
provide definitive proofs.

(Prayer is under attack in USAD

When a crime spree gripped a local
community, a prayer vigil was organized
and city officials, police, and chaplains
attended the event. Some individuals
opposed to prayer sued the city. Anti-
prayer forces are also demanding that
local governments ban legislative prayer.
Angry atheists and anti-Christian
extremists have long been abusing the
federal court system in USA, rushing to
court claiming to be offended by some
public display of prayer or exercise of
religious liberty.

Leaders of American Center for Law
& Justice (ACLJ) are engaged in fighting
to protect prayer and religious liberty in
Court. They say: “Prayer is fundamental.
Prayer is constitutional. We’re expanding
our efforts to stop these abhorrent
attacks on prayer and religious liberty in
courts nationwide, and we’ll go all the
way to the Supreme Court if needed to
protect prayer”.

Satan is hard at work to discredit
Christian values like prayer, inspiration
of Bible etc. as he knows his time is short!
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Strate
gies of
t h e
Japanes
e fishing
compani
-es are
incredi-
ble. The
Japanes
e have always loved fresh fish. To feed
the Japanese population, fishing boats
had to get bigger and go further into
the sea. The further the fishermen
went, the longer it took to bring the fish
to the market. If the return trip took
more time, the fish were not fresh. To
solve this problem, the companies
installed freezers on their boats. They
would catch the fish and freeze them at
sea. However, the Japanese could
taste the difference between fresh and
frozen fish. And they did not like the
taste of frozen fish. The frozen fish
brought a lower price. So, fishing
companies installed fish tanks. They
would catch the fish and stuff them in
the tanks, fin to fin. After a little
thrashing around, they would become

"Let the little children
come to me and do not
hinder them"

Children's=
| Beprearedfortrials!

Be preared for trials!

4 )

Juby Anoop, UK
\C 9

tired, dull, and lose their freshness.

To overcome this challenge and to
keep the fish tasting fresh, they tried a
new method. They added a small
shark in the tank along with the fishes.
The fishes are challenged and hence
are constantly on the move. The
challenge they face keeps them alive
and fresh!

This strategy teaches us a life
lesson. Itthrows light into the struggles
that we face each day in our lives. God
uses trials to direct us in the right path.
God also uses problems to perfect us.
Problems shape our character. God is
far more interested in our character

than our comfort. Bible says
in Romans 5:3-5, "Not only
so, but we also glory in our
sufferings, because we know
that suffering produces
perseverance; perseve-
rance, character; and chara-
cter, hope. And hope does
not put us to shame, be-
cause God'’s love has been poured out
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit,
who has been given to us". The bottom
line is trials reveal who you really are
and, more importantly, where your
allegiance lies. Trials prove, reveal,
and test the deeper parts of our hearts.
They bring to the light the true anchor
of our souls.In the Bible we see
Joseph; every problem Joseph had
only brought him closer and closer to
God’s final purpose of becoming the
ruler of Egypt. Similarly, God put
Moses through 40 years of wilderness
to shape his character and prepare
him to be aleader.

So dear friends, when you feel there
is a shark in your tank remember God
is shaping you and testing you to see
how far you canreally go! )

First Parents /~ —~
Navya
Rupesh Patil
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MATRIMONIALS

Parents settled in Nashik, Maha-
rashtra invite proposal for their son
date of birth 25/02/1997, height 179
cms, Psycho-therapist having
postgraduate degrees in psychology
and theology. Ordained Pastor,
worship leader, musician and a
Missionary in India and Africa.
Proficient in English, Hindi and
Marathi, Malayalam. Has his own
national level registered Foundation
affiliated with various NGOs, born
and brought up in Nashik seeking
alliance from Parents of eligible
Christian girls with heart for Gospel
and Social Service.

Contact:9881148088

Parents settled in Nashik, Maha-
rashtra invite proposal for their
daughter born at Ahmednagar and
brought up in Nashik, date of birth

11/11/1984, height 167 cms, Asst.
Professor in a reputed College in
Mumbai having M.A. B.Ed degrees.
She is from Hindu (Vanjari -
Maharashtra) background, a spirit
filled girl, strong in faith and alone
from her family accepted Jesus
Christ as her personal Saviour and
hence prayerfully rejected many
proposals from non-believers. She is
the eldest daughter having a sister
and two brothers all of them married.
Proficient in English, Hindi and
Marathi. Seeking alliance from
Parents of eligible Christian boys with
heart for Gospel and Social Service.

Contact:9881148088

Maharashtrian Pentecostal Parents
settled in Nashik, Maharashtra invite
proposal for their son date of birth
28/07/1995, height 178 cms,
Electrical Diploma Holder, born and

brought up in Nashik seeking alliance
from Parents of eligible Pentecostal
girls with recent (full) photos and
details. Contact:9881148088

Maharashtrian Pentecostal Parents
settled in Nashik, Maharashtra invite
proposal for their son  born in
Jalgaon, brought up in Nashik, date of
birth 07/04/1994, height 175 cms,
working as a Mason, seeking alliance
from Parents of eligible Pentecostal
girls with recent (full) photos and
details. Contact : 9881148088

Maharashtrian Pentecostal Parents
settled in  Kolhapur, Maharashtra
invite proposal for their daughter date
of birth 31.10.1997 Height - 4.10
Education - BBA, MBA Occupation -
CRO Manager in Namma Homeo-
pathy Hospital, Worship leader and
preacher. Language - English, Hindi
and Marathi. Seeking alliance from
Parents of eligible Pentecostal boys.

Contact -9922231190
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HEBRON BIBLE COLLEGE

Fully owned and managed P Vision :
by IPC Maharashtra State a Light up the villages of

_ Maharashtra
Bro. Varghese Kollakompil

(Administrator) 9821332273 through living word.
P.0. Box No. 17082, Tilaknagar P.0., Chembur, Mumbai - 400 089.
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Pr. Biju P. Samuel, West Bengal
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