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Johnson
K. Samuel

'Thanksgiving' is
not a seasonal

affair.  We should
remember that

every breath is a
gift. Every

sunrise is a
reminder that

God’s mercy is
new again. So

thanksgiving is a
permanent part

of our lifestyle. It
is a part of our

worship. As the
Psalmist says:

“Enter His gates
with

thanksgiving"
(Psalm 100:4).

A Note of

Thanksgiving
“Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!

For His mercy endures forever.
Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords!

For His mercy endures forever!” (Psalm 136:1,3)

Suvartha Magazine's last issue of this year,
2025 is in your hands.  We have the great
satisfaction of having completed 34 years of
publication of the magazine. We hope to
continue the journey in the new year, too. As
we seek the Lord's guidance and mercies, we
request our friends to keep this ministry in your
prayers. We record our sincere appreciation of
the enormous efforts taken by Editorial Boards
(past and present), Board of Executives and
Publisher to make this possible. The role of our
Publisher, Evg. Varghese Kollakompil needs
special mention for his gigantic efforts needed
to put all the sections - English, Malayalam
and Hindi - together, set pages, print the
magazine and mail it out.

At this time, our memories go back to (late)
Pastor K.V. Kurien, the driving force behind the
starting of the publication who found the
resources, both financial and material, for the
project. We miss him as he is now resting with
the Lord. We also remember the services of
Pastor Mathew Samuel, Pastor C.V. Samuel

and Bro. Thomas Ninan who have gone to be
with the Lord. They served on the Editorial Board
of the magazine for many years. We cannot
forget Pastor Samuel John who guided the
publication as its Chief Editor and the author of
a series of valuable articles. He is currently
busily engaged in other ministries that the Lord
has entrusted with him. Prof. Sam Skariah and
Pastor Saji, Peechi, rendered valuable services
for the magazine until they relocated from
Mumbai to Kerala. We also acknowledge the
unflinching and contiuing support being given
by Dr. Thomson K. Mathew, (former Dean, Oral
Roberts University, USA) from the start of the
magazine till now. We, who are currently taking
care of the magazine, pray to the Lord to grant
us His abundant grace and guidance to
continue the work for the glory of His name and
the extension of His kingdom. We encourage
everybody, especially in Maharashtra State to
kindle their hidden talents and use this platform
to express themselves on doctrinal issues as
articles, poems, stories or drawings.

Although this note is written on the occasion
of our completing 34 years and entering into
the 35th year of Suvartha Magazine,
'thanksgiving' is not a seasonal affair. (In USA,
Thanksgiving Day is just a day on the calendar
and happens only once a year!). We should
remember that every breath is a gift. Every
sunrise is a reminder that God’s mercy is new
every day. So thanksgiving is a permanent part
of our lifestyle. It is a part of our worship. As the
Psalmist says: “Enter His gates with
thanksgiving and His courts with praise; give
thanks to Him and praise His name” (Psalm
100:4).

When we live thankful lives, we glorify God,
we strengthen our faith and we reflect Christ to
the world. Our lives are not perfect, but God is
faithful and "His mercy endures forever".

Pr K.V. Kurien Pr Mathew Samuel

Pr C.V. Samuel Bro. Thomas Ninan
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During the peak of the charismatic
movement in the United States, I served as the
dean of the College of Theology and the
Seminary at Oral Roberts University (ORU).
While many good things were happening
through the charismatic revival, the spread of
many heresies was a major concern to the
theological faculty at ORU. Much of the
invention and spreading of these heresies came
through untrained pastors, unsupervised
evangelists and unaccountable celebrity
ministers. To address this situation, ORU
College of Theology offered continuing education
courses for charismatic ministers, opened a new
non-degree division called Ministry Training and
Development Institute (MTDI) and started a
special program called Fast-Track MA program
aimed at busy pastors of mega churches by
offering academic degrees in a very user-friendly
modular schedule. We had some impact but
the heresies continued as for-profit ministers
cleverly promoted them around the world.

These heresies spread most rapidly outside
USA, first in African nations. It appears that while
USA has seen some balancing of charismatic
doctrines, the original heresies are still
spreading in India and Indian churches abroad.
The following is a short list of heresies I heard
recently in Pentecostal gatherings with
corresponding biblical truths. Please read
carefully. All heresies contain partial truths, and
unsuspecting believers can embrace false
doctrines due to the partial truths contained in
them. Please seek the whole counsel of God,
check the scripture carefully like the Bereans
(Acts 17:11) and don’t be deceived by ruthless
salesman masquerading as clergymen.

False Doctrine No. 1

God replaces our spirit with His Spirit. We
don’t have a human spirit after that. God’s Spirit
in us is called the inner man. In other words,
we are mini gods now.

Dr. Thomson
K. Mathew
D.Min., Ed.D.

Professor
Emeritus &
Former Dean,
College of
Theology &
Ministry,
Oral Roberts
University, USA
Member,
Executive
Board,
'Suvartha'

Five Charismatic Heresies
Invading

THE PENTECOSTAL CHURCHES

Biblical Truth:
Spirit-filled people have body, mind and spirit.

Inner man is not the Holy Spirit. Our inner man
must be strengthened by the Holy Spirit. If the
inner man is the Holy Spirit, why should He be
strengthened?

1 Thesselonians 5:23: "May the God of
peace Himself sanctify you completely; and
may your whole spirit, soul, and body be
preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ".

Ephesians 3:14-16: "For this reason I bow
my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven
and earth is named, that He would grant
you, according to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with might through His Spirit in the
inner man…"

False Doctrine No. 2

People who do not speak in tongues will
not rise at the resurrection. [That is, according
to this doctrine, Martin Luther the reformer, John
Wesley the preacher, leaders and converts of
the Welsh revival, Simon Sir of Kerala, and Billy
Graham will not rise from the dead.]

Biblical Truth:
All who are born of the Spirit will be raised

from the dead.
John 3:16: "For God so loved the world that

He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life".

John 3:36: "He who believes in the
Son has everlasting life; and he who does not
believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath
of God abides on him”.

False Doctrine No. 3

All pastors and all believers have the same
gifting and anointing. There is no difference
based on God’s call or purpose.

All heresies
contain partial
truths, and
unsuspecting
believers can
embrace false
doctrines due to
the partial truths
contained in
them. Please
seek the whole
counsel of God,
check the
scripture carefully
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Biblical Truth:
God divides the gifts of the Spirit to believers

differently as He pleases. Gifting is based on
calling.

1 Corinthians 12:7-11: "The manifestation
of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of
all: for to one is given the word of wisdom through
the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge
through the same Spirit…But one and the same
Spirit works all these things, distributing to each
one individually as He wills".

Romans 12:3-6: "For I say, through the grace
given to me, to everyone who is among you,
not to think of himself more highly than he ought
to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt
to each one a measure of faith. For as we have
many members in one body, but all the
members do not have the same
function, so we, being many, are one body in
Christ and individually members of one
another. Having then gifts differing according
to the grace that is given to us, let us use
them…."

False Doctrine No. 4

Education for ministry does not matter.
Higher level ministry training is unnecessary.
Only the anointing is needed for all ministries.

BiblicaITruth:
All ministers and all disciples of Jesus need

training that matches their calling. Training may
be only a two-week seminar, or it may be a 10-
year PhD or DMin depending on the calling,
level of responsibility, and quality of ministry
expected. Education is not a substitute for
anointing.

2 Timothy 2:15 KJV: "Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth".

Luke 6:39-40: "And He spoke a parable to
them: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they
not both fall into the ditch? A disciple is not
above his teacher, but everyone who is
perfectly trained will be like his teacher".

False Doctrine No. 5

Anxiety is a demon spirit. There is no real
mental illness or emotional problems in the
world. Every challenge in a believer’s life is a

spiritual issue or demonic activity. Spirit-filled
Christians should not seek counseling.

Biblical  Truth:
Jesus did not call anxiety a demon. He did

not cast out anxiety. Anxiety is a human
emotion. It is related to the brain and thinking.
Some people have real anxiety disorders just
like some people have cancer because people
who have a body, mind, and spirit can get sick
in any of these areas. The Bible is not against
Christians seeking godly counseling.

Luke 2:48: "So when they saw Him, they
were amazed; and His mother (Mary) said to
Him, “Son, why have You done this to us? Look,
Your father and I have sought You anxiously”.

Luke 12:29: “And do not seek what you
should eat or what you should drink, nor have
an anxious mind". (Anxiety is a mind issue, not
a demon issue.)

Philippians 4:6: "Be anxious for nothing, but
in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known
to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus".

Proverbs 11:14: "Where there is no counsel,
the people fall; But in the multitude of
counselors there is safety".

Proverbs 24:6: "For by wise counsel you will
wage your own war, And in a multitude
of counselors there is safety".

A Biblical Warning to
Pentecostal Pastors

Pastors have a great responsibility to guard
the believers from false teachers. Much of the
New Testament was written to correct false
doctrines. Pastors are commanded to preach
the word and feed the people. Jesus asked
Peter to feed His lambs. God rebuked the Old
Testament shepherds who did not feed the
sheep: “Woe to the shepherds of Israel who
feed themselves! Should not the shepherds
feed the flocks? You eat the fat and clothe
yourselves with the wool; you slaughter the
fatlings, but you do not feed the flock. Thus
says the Lord God: “Behold, I am against the
shepherds…" (Ezekiel 34:2-10). God promised,
“And I will give you shepherds according to My
heart, who will feed you with knowledge and
understanding” (Jeremiah 3:15).

"Jesus answered, Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit,
he cannot enter the kingdom of God" (John 3:5}.

Pastors have a
great

responsibility to
guard the

believers from
false teachers.

Much of the
New Testament

was written to
correct false

doctrines.
Pastors are

commanded to
preach the word

and feed the
people. Jesus
asked Peter to

feed His lambs.
God rebuked

the Old
Testament

shepherds who
did not feed the

sheep:
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Only with tears in our eyes that we can
observe certain scenes happening at the foot
of the cross of Jesus. One such incident is the
display of man’s evil desire – a desire for
personal gains with no regard to whatever
happens to others. What is surprising is that it
is happening even at the foot of the cross.

Roman empire was well known for the strict
enforcement of law and order in its territories.
According to rule, a prisoner would be taken for
crucifixion by a group of four solders. The
soldiers were entitled to share the pieces of
clothing of the prisoner.

Jews were very
particular about their
dressing style. A Jew
usually dresses with five
pieces of clothing: head
dress, inner dress, outer
garment, waist band and
slippers. It is reasonable
to assume that Jesus, too, who was born as a
Jew could have been wearing such a set of
clothing. So these items of clothing would
naturally go to the soldiers who were taking
Jesus for crucifixion.

The soldiers finished the job assigned to
them. They were not emotionally involved in the
whole process as they were used to crucifying
prisoners. But Jesus is hanging on the cross
suffering terrible agony. Even in that agony, the
Lord glanced at the foot of the cross. The four
soldiers who brought Him to the cross were
sitting around on the blood stained ground
unmindful of the suffering on the cross. They
were discussing about how to share the
garments of Jesus!

The four soldiers were pondering seriously
about how to share the five pieces of Jesus’

Ugly fight for
Possessions and Positions!

Rev. Dr. Wilson
Varkey Ph.D.

Houston

"Now the tunic was without seam, woven from the top in one piece. They said
therefore among themselves, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it
shall be,” that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says:“They divided My
garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots.” Therefore the

soldiers did these things" (John 19:23,24)

garments. They decided that the best way to
an amicable solution was to cast lots. They
joyfully proceeded with the process and finished
sharing four pieces of clothing. Now came the
turn of the most valuable piece of clothing – His
outer garment.

This garment was without seam, woven from
the top in one piece. There is a beautiful
tradition surrounding this garment. The tradition
is that this tunic was hand woven by His loving
mother, Mary and presented  to Him when He
left His carpenter’s shop and went out for public

ministry - eventually to
offer Himself as the
ultimate sacrifice for the
salvation of mankind.

Such tunics were
worn by the High Priests
also in those days. The
High Priest functioned as
a bridge between God

and man. There is no doubt that such a role fits
Lord Jesus Christ perfectly. He is the most
worthy High Priest who can bring man closer
to God. Thus He has all credentials to wear the
High Priest’s gown.

Now Jesus was going through intense pain
on the cross. The soldiers were casting lots for
His gown at the foot of the cross! The soldiers
were not bothered about the emotional
relationship existing behind that gown. They
were interested only in adding the valuable
garment to their personal possessions. The
Lord might have remembered the scripture
writing: “They divided My garments among
them, And for My clothing they cast lots”. How
strange it is that this ugly fight for possessions
was being enacted at the foot of the cross on
which the Lord was suffering excruciating pain

Such tunics
were worn by
the High Priests
also in those
days. The High
Priest functioned
as a bridge
between God
and man. There
is no doubt that
such a role fits
Lord Jesus
Christ perfectly.
He is the most
worthy High
Priest who can
bring man closer
to God. Thus He
has all
credentials to
wear the High
Priest’s gown.

Now Jesus was going
through intense pain on the
cross. The soldiers were

casting lots for His gown at
the foot of the cross!

Extract from the book, "CROSS" by Dr. Wilson Varkey, Translated & printed with permission.
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and was about to lay down His life!
What could have been the thoughts passing

through the mind of the Lord at this time? Would
He be surprised by the mindless behaviour of
the soldiers or would He have felt sad about
their attitude? Those soldiers were witnessing
a unique incident which would never happen
again in history! They were not concerned in
the least. This was a Friday like any other Friday!
The Person hanging on the cross was just
another criminal. They did not know anything
more. They were bothered about how the dying
man’s possessions could be made their own!
Jesus could be shedding tears witnessing the
evil desires of human beings and the tussle
being enacted for personal gains. The cruel
behaviour of the soldiers to cast lots at the foot
of the cross would indicate the world’s attitude
towards the Lord. It was so heart-rending to
ponder how men behaved so callously at the
display of God’s love on the cross.

It is a fact that such
behaviour is continuing
even today. The current
Christendom has also
sunk to the level of these
soldiers who are fighting
for Christ’s garments at
the foot of the cross! It is
true about even those who claim to be spiritual
leaders and who boast about the wonders of
the cross. It is equally true of both ministry
leaders and ordinary believes. All are interested
in achieving personal gains by standing at the
foot of the cross!

The tussle in the present day Christian
community is not for garments. It is mainly for
power and positions. There is no hesitation to
abuse and destroy others to achieve the
purpose. They are prepared to use any evil
means. No one is noticing the tears that fall
from the eyes of the Lord as He watches the
struggles going on for personal gains in the
church which is His Body.

Another area of fighting in the community is
struggle to prove oneself right. Nobody is
prepared to budge from their point of view. The
tension increases day by day. The dispute may
be on doctrinal issues or organisational
matters. All claim to be standing at the foot of
the cross of Jesus, but are far away from the
truth of the cross in reality!

There are many who have fallen down in this
tussle. And many have become scapegoats in
this struggle, too. It is not easy to destroy

another person to achieve one’s goal. But the
rule of the game is to destroy the opponent! It
is a sad truth that we have become involved in
fighting each other for different opinions and
personal gains inspite of having witnessed the
greatest event on this earth.

In church history, there have been many
rivalries in the name of the Lord. In such
struggles, many churches have been destroyed!
Several ministries of the servants of God have
ceased to exist! Many ‘Christians’ have become
filled with malice and hatred and turned into
fighting soldiers trying to cut down their rivals!
All these fights are against their own brothren
and happening at the foot of the cross, but
without any relationship with the Lord!

Jesus Christ did not wish to see His
disciples engaged in such fights. He prayed
 “that they all may be one, as You,
Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also
may be one in Us”. There is no difference of

caste or color. The Lord
desires that all His
disciples remain in unity.
He does not want His
people to stay away from
each other for the sake of
authority or personal
gains. Many people think

that it is not practically possible to have unity
and cooperation. But history has plenty of
evidences of the impossible becoming possible.
Did not the Almighty God take the form of man?
Did He not die for His own creation? It means
that unity is possible, too, if our hearts are open
and willing.

Let us not forget that the Lord is going to
appear soon in His glory. He hung on the cross
poor and naked  to make us rich. His clothes
were taken by people who stood at the foot of
the cross. Remember He clothed the naked
people in the Garden of Eden, too. But if we
continue our rivalries at the foot of the cross,
He will soon appear in glory and power to bring
everyone to judgment!

Do we have the courage to declare that the
Person hanging on the cross is the Son of God?
That is what the Centurion declared watching
the events at the cross. The events were
according to the plan of God to clothe mankind.
How terrible it is to continue our rivalries at the
foot of the cross? In such a situation, is there
any difference between us and the soldiers who
crucified the Lord? It is high time that we end
our fights for possessions and positions.

Let us not forget that the Lord is
going to appear soon in His glory.
He hung on the cross poor and

naked  to make us rich.

Jesus Christ did
not wish to see

His disciples
engaged in such
fights. The Lord
desires that all

His disciples
remain in unity.

He does not
want His people

to stay away
from each other

for the sake of
authority or

personal gains.
Many people

think that it is not
practically

possible to have
unity and

cooperation.
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Expulsion from the Garden of Eden created
a great vacuum in the life of man. Human beings
were scattered, unsheltered, restless,
peaceless, wandering, exposed to exploitation
of sin, trustless, humiliated, hungry, in a self-
made war zone, in confusion, conflict and self-
contradiction. Victims of sins are peaceless
until their spirit finds rest in the Prince of Peace.

Mansions cannot shelter them. The waters
of any holy rivers do not quench their thirst.
Wines are in vain to fill their vacuum. Any
delicious diet does not promote digestion. No
costly cloak can cover the nakedness since
only the Prince of Peace restores the peace.
Evangelists are the messengers of the great
Prince Jesus Christ.

Who is an Evangelist?

An evangelist must have the eyes of God
where love is possible, a
divine heart where one
can listen to people and
stretchable hands where
forgiveness may be
granted. The love tool
can penetrate and peruse
any stony heart towards
the cross which is the
ultimate expression of
love. Divine love prompts
us to break the barriers
and make things possible even in all
catastrophes and complicated contexts.

In the story of the Good Samaritan, he
identified with the wounded and provided him
with proper care, which is the reflection of Love,
where the priest and the Levite ignored that
social service.

To know that the Lord loves us, to accept
the gratuitous gift of his love, is the profound
source of happiness for those who live according
to the Word. To communicate this happiness

is to evangelize. Every evangelistic
announcement is prompted by a call for
liberation from sin and its destiny and the
transformation of  lives through the power of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Evangelism is the promise of Liberation.

The basic understanding of any biblical office
should derive from the bible itself. God Himself
is the source of evangelist activity and He
declares the truth  in Genesis 3:15: "I will put
enmity between you and the woman, between
your seed and her seed; He shall crush your
head, and you shall lie in wait for his heel"  which
includes the declaration of the promise of His
Son in human nature and eternal restoration of
‘sin damaged’ human destiny and which is the
gospel language. True Christian language arises
from evangelical and doxological enthusiasm

borne out of the
transformative work of
the living God. All
evangelists need to be
divinely proud enough for
their office since it is the
continuation of the divine
declaration of the Great
God in His generosity.

 Now these are the
offices that Christ gave
to the church: "the

apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the
pastors and teachers" (Ephesians 4:11). There
are three references in the New Testament with
the term evangelist:

1. Philip is designated as an evangelist in
Acts 21:8.

 2. The “office” of an evangelist (Ephesians
4:11)

3. Paul’s instruction to Timothy indicating
the function of an evangelist (2 Timothy 4:5).

The first four gospel writers are also

Evangelists:
The Messengers of God's Love

“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be
wise as serpents and harmless as doves" (Matthew 10:16)

Dr. Simon
Chacko.

M.A., MBA, M.Th.,
Ph.D.

Sharjah, UAE

God Himself is
the source of
evangelist
activity and He
declares the
truth  in Genesis
3:15:
"I will put enmity
between you
and the woman,
between your
seed and her
seed; He shall
crush your
head, and you
shall lie in wait
for his heel"
which includes
the declaration
of the promise
of His Son in
human nature
and eternal
restoration of
‘sin- damaged’
human destiny
and which is the
gospel language

To know that the Lord loves
us, to accept the gratuitous

gift of his love, is the profound
source of happiness for those

who live according to the
Word. To communicate this
happiness is to evangelize.
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synonymous with evangelists because of their
evangelistic writings (Gospel).

The Role of Evangelist

The role of an evangelist is crucial because
they bear the good news about eternity. The
role of an evangelist can be primary as a divine
connector between man and God. Their hands
and tongues are so blessed since God is
amazingly using them to share the agape love
with the people. Each evangelist carries
tremendous salvation experiences, which make
the listeners more attentive. Our master’s words
are profoundly meaningful: “Behold, I send you
out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore
be wise as serpents and harmless as doves"
(Matthew 10:16). Yes!
They are carrying wisdom
and harmlessness in the
role of an evangelist.
Each evangelist, deeply
trusting the divine grace
and seeking the genuine
protection of God through
prayer and the church
body, should not be left
alone. The prayer
warriors of the church
should be on their knees
while evangelists are in soul-winning. So
collective responsibility is another highlighted
Christian character of Evangelism.

The hybrid nature of the evangelist is an
optimizing reality.  An Evangelist does not need
to come under the conventional definition of  ‘full-
time minister’ because an evangelistic activity
can be anywhere at any time. The lion’s share
of the evangelist is a hybrid of secular and
spiritual activities. Bread-winning and soul-
winning can operate hand in hand.

The content and tools of evangelism.

Fruitful sharing must accompany genuine
and divine love. Dr. Thomson K. Mathew writes
in his book, "Ministry Between Miracles":

 “Thus, witnessing becomes far more than
just sharing a vocal testimony; witnessing
becomes a fruitful existence as the light of the
world and the salt of the earth. Love is the best
tool of evangelism, and love is the best form of
witnessing. The purpose of the church is to let
the world taste God’s love, and ministry is the
way its members offer the world that taste”.

The love-soaked Gospel can penetrate the
hard surface and make sense of people’s
emotional and spiritual realms of personality.
Here, the words are limited, and it is used to
emit the genuine reflection of love on the cross.
Love can sympathize and empathize with the
genuine needs of persons if it is derived from
cross-centric heart. It is the regular practice to
see the tides of the baptism pool overjoyed due

to its unceasing dancing
in all seasons.
Evangelists are so
meaningful, and their
part in the ecclesiastical
life is significantly
profitable for the church
community.

It is fair to  call
Evangelists as primary
caregivers - the healers,
guides, sustainers and
reconcilers. Teachers,

preachers, counselors, organizers, celebrities;
monitors of the community of faith, maintainers
of the community, strengtheners of the
community, and facilitators are the synonyms
fit to the ministry and role of the evangelist.

They are the bridges between churches and
brothers and sisters who are outside the church.
They are the spokespersons for the Christ-
kingdom. They are bearing the pain without any
remuneration and even sometimes without
proper acknowledgment for their service.

 They are the hope bearers and the reason
for the cheer of many faces. The presence of
an evangelist in a community conveys that there
is God and their invitation to be a part of church
life itself is the visible evidence of eternal life
and everlasting joy.

Each evangelist, deeply trusting
the divine grace and seeking the

genuine protection of God
through prayer and the church
body, should not be left alone.

The prayer warriors of the church
should be on their knees while
evangelists are in soul-winning.

It is fair to  call
Evangelists as

primary
caregivers - the
healers, guides,
sustainers and

reconcilers.
Teachers,

preachers,
counselors,
organizers,
celebrities;

monitors of the
community of

faith,
maintainers of

the community,
strengtheners of
the community,
and facilitators

are the
synonyms fit to

the ministry and
role of the

evangelist.

"For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own
desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they
will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. But you be watchful in

all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry"
(2 Timothy 4:3-5)
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Devotional: SIX

CONFESSION & PRAYER
will result in

HEALING & DELIVERANCE!
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As James brings his epistle to a conclusion,
he turns his attention to believers in a church
setting who are suffering (v. 13), sick (vv. 14-18)
and backslidden (vv. 19-20). To effectively deal
with sickness among believers, James proposes
two things: the confession of faults to one
another and praying for one another. Confession
of faults to one another is necessary if there is
to be healing since many sicknesses originate
as a result of sin. This is evident from what
Jehovah God had spoken to the Old Testament
Israelites: “If you diligently heed the voice of
the Lord your God and do what is right in His
sight, give ear to His commandments and keep
all His statutes, I will put none of
the diseases on you which I have
brought on the Egyptians. For I
am the Lord who heals you”
(Exodus 15:26).

Our prayer of faith cannot
operate as long as sins are not

“Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another,
that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man

avails much” (James 5:16)

confessed: “He who covers his sins will not
prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes
them will have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). When
confession is made, definite sins should be
mentioned: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
Confession of faults is necessary, especially
to those against whom the sins and injustice
have been committed. If one sins against an
individual, confession should be made to that
individual. When there is trouble between
individuals, they should get together and ask
for pardon and do all in their power to make

things right (restitution). This
was what our Lord Jesus had
spoken: “Therefore if you bring
your gift to the altar, and there
remember that your brother has
something against you, leave
your gift there before the altar,

Our prayer of faith
cannot operate as long as

sins are not confessed.
“He who covers his sins

will not prosper"
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We should not
only confess our

sins to one
another, but we
should pray for
one another as
well. Instead of

holding grudges
and allowing

resentments to
build up, we

should maintain
ourselves in

fellowship with
others through

prayer. We see
that God

restored Job’s
losses when he

prayed for his
friends.

and go your way. First be reconciled to your
brother, and then come and offer your gift”
(Matt. 5:23, 24). This is especially true when
one partakes of the Lord’s Table as our
unconfessed sins can bring sickness and
sometimes even death (see 1 Corinthians 11:27-
32).

We should not only confess our sins to one
another, but we should pray for one another as
well. Instead of holding grudges and allowing
resentments to build up, we should maintain
ourselves in fellowship with others through
prayer. We see that God restored Job’s losses
when he prayed for his friends and as much as
he had before (Job 42:10). However, as per
James, in order for our prayers to be effective
and powerful, we should meet the following five
conditions:

1. We should become righteous before God.
This happens when we repent, confess, turn
away from our sins, and live righteously. We
should not allow sin to cloud our conversation
with God as God will not hear us when sin lurks
in our hearts (Psalms 66:18).

2. We should pray fervently. For our prayers
to be heard and answered, we should pray with
passion, sincerity, diligence and discipline.

3. We should pray effectively. For our prayer
to be effective, we should expect results as we
pray.

4. We should pray specifically. Our prayers

should be specific and to the point. This was
how Elijah prayed - specifically, first for a drought
then for rain.

5. We should pray based on God’s Word.
We are required to pray in accordance with
God’s will (1 John 5:14), just like Elijah prayed
based on God’s directive in Deut. 28:12, 24.

Confession and prayer will result in healing
and deliverance! Effective prayer is characterized
by the earnestness, fervency and energy
exhibited by a righteous man/woman in Christ.
Prayer is powerful when we have faith, ask
earnestly and boldly as we persevere and
surrender to God’s perfect will. Powerful results
can happen from even a short time of prayer, as
we can see from the prayer examples of Elijah
(1 Kings 18:36-37) and our Lord Jesus Christ
(John 11:41-42). God longs to meet with us and
show His power in our lives. Prayer is really a
child’s helpless cry to the father’s attentive ears.
When we are helpless and cry out to our
heavenly Father, He will hear and answer us
speedily!

So, let’s join with King David and pray this
prayer today:

“I acknowledged my sin to You, and my
iniquity I have not hidden. I said, ‘I will confess
my transgressions to the Lord,’ and You forgave
the iniquity of my sin. For this cause everyone
who is godly shall pray to You in a time when
You may be found” (Psalms 32:5-6).
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ANew Series of
Bible Study

A Study on the Book of
James (Part 15)

Rev. K.M. Varghese

Active Faith
“Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son
Isaac on the altar? You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith

was made complete by what he did. And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham
believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend.

You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone”
(James 2:21-24)

In this concluding passage on
active faith, James points to two figures
from the Old Testament - Abraham and
Rahab - both justified by faith working
through its deeds. They could not be
more unlike each other. Abraham is a
male; Rahab is a female. Abraham is
known for righteousness; Rahab is
remembered as a harlot. Abraham was
justified by works of faith before the
birth of the Jewish nation and before
the giving of the Law. Rahab was
justified by works of faith after the
nation’s birth and after the Law was
given. Both, however, were Gentiles at
the time of their justification. By pairing
these two opposites, James shows
that active faith - faith expressed in
action - is God’s provision for
justification, whether male or female,
righteous or unrighteous, Jew or
Gentile, dwelling in the Promised Land
or outside it.

Justification by Works

The root word 'dikaio' carries four

related meanings: to prove right, to
declare righteous, to practice
righteousness, and to claim innocence
(Hebrew-Greek Key Word Study Bible,
pp. 1608–09). Of these definitions, the
first two are primarily applied here. In
this context, James uses the term
“justified” with reference to Abraham
and Rahab. God proved the faith of both
to be genuine and declared them
righteous.

The divine principle of justification
is active faith. No one is justified by a
dead faith - faith without works. On this
matter, James and Paul are not in
disagreement. James is not
contradicting Paul’s teaching that a
person cannot be justified by the works
of the Law. Rather, James refers to the
works that flow from faith - the evidence
of a living, active trust in God. Abraham
was justified by active faith before the
Jewish nation came into being and
before the Law was given; Rahab was
justified by active faith before she ever
knew the Law.

Both apostles, though using

different expressions, speak of the
same truth. James describes
justification by the works of faith, while
Paul also upholds justification by
active faith - he simply approaches it
from a different emphasis. To be
justified by works alone and to be
justified by the works of faith are not
the same. James makes this
distinction clear, showing that genuine
justification springs from a faith that
acts.

Was not our father Abraham
justified by works when he offered his
son Isaac on the altar (James 2:21)?
Scripture records of Abraham, “he
believed in the Lord, and He counted
it to him as righteousness” (Genesis
15:6). The text does not give Abraham’s
exact age at that point, but we know
he was between seventyfive years old
(Genesis 12:4) and eightysix years old
(Genesis 16:16). The offering of Isaac
takes place later, in Genesis 22, when
Abraham was not yet one hundred and
thirtyseven years old (Genesis 23:1;
compare Genesis 17:17).
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The point is that Abraham was
already justified by faith before Isaac
was even born. In fact, the Genesis
account shows that Abraham’s
justification took place while he was
still uncircumcised. Hebrews adds a
fuller picture, recounting five distinct
acts Abraham did by faith:

1. By faith he went out in obedience
(Hebrews 11:8).

2. By faith he lived in tents
(Hebrews 11:9).

3. By faith he waited for the city
built by God (Hebrews 11:10).

4. By faith he offered Isaac as a
sacrifice (Hebrews 11:17).

5. By faith he received Isaac back
(Hebrews 11:19).

The offering of Isaac is only one of
these acts. Abraham was justified
before that event ever took place. Yet
if we return to the root meaning of
'dikaio'- to prove true and to declare
righteous - we see that Abraham’s faith
was consistently demonstrated by his
actions, each act proclaiming his
righteousness again and again. This
is precisely what James is affirming:
Abraham’s faith was active, and his
works continually proved it to be
genuine.

Faith Works; Perfected

“You see that faith worked with his
works, and by works faith was
perfected” (James 2:22). This verse
serves as a definition of active faith.
James draws attention to two essential
truths:

1. Faith worked together with
works.

2. Faith is brought to completion
by works.

Abraham’s faith was not confined
to his heart - it was manifested in his
actions. Faith that remains only inward
is lifeless. Abraham’s heart was no
graveyard for faith; rather, his faith was
alive, flowing outward in visible deeds.
Faith without works is unseen and
unfinished. Just as a tree cannot be
defined by its roots alone, so faith that
is not completed by works cannot
rightly be called active faith.

Abraham is God’s Friend

The Scripture was fulfilled:
“Abraham believed God, and it was
credited to him as righteousness,” and
he was called God’s friend (James
2:23). Here James affirms the authority
of the Old Testament, treating the
statement “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself” (Leviticus 19:18)
as Scripture. This shows that James
fully embraced the Old Testament
writings as inspired.

When Abraham believed God, his
faith was counted as righteousness.
The term “justified” comes from the
language of the courtroom, while
“credited” belongs to the language of
accounting. In God’s divine court of
justice, those who come to Him with
active faith are both declared righteous
and counted as such in the divine
account.

Because of this, Abraham received
the rare honor of being called the friend
of God. While Genesis records that
Abraham loved God more than his only
son Isaac (Genesis 22), it does not
explicitly give him this title. Yet in the
Old Testament historical and prophetic
writings, Abraham is indeed called
God’s friend (Isaiah 41:8; 2 Chronicles
20:7).

James follows this by saying, “So
you see that a man is justified by works
and not by faith alone” (James 2:24).
His focus is not on faith alone, but on
complete faith - a faith that is more
than emotion, more than intellectual
understanding, more than mere
willpower. This faith transcends all
these; it is a divine reality that prompts
God’s response and compels the
believer’s action.

In Abraham, faith and works were
not separate entities but inseparable
aspects of one truth. His works were
the outward expression of his inward
faith, and his faith was perfected
through the works it produced.

Rahab Justified by
Works of Faith

“In the same way, was not Rahab

the prostitute justified by works when
she received the messengers and sent
them out by another way? For as the
body without the spirit is dead, so faith
without works is dead also” (James
2:25–26). Rahab serves as the second
Old Testament example of justification
through active faith - faith that
expresses itself in works.

Like Abraham, Rahab was a pagan
by birth, yet both became radiant
examples among those justified by a
living faith in God. Rahab is uniquely
honored in the New Testament, being
mentioned in all three Jewish-oriented
books - Matthew, Hebrews, and James
(Matthew 1:5; Hebrews 11:31; James
2:25). She later became the wife of
Salmon, a prince of the tribe of Judah
(Numbers 22:3; Matthew 1:4–5), and
the mother of Boaz, the great-
grandmother of King David, thereby
entering the genealogy of Jesus Christ
Himself.

Rahab holds an important place in
Israel’s history as one of only three
women associated with the
preservation of Israel’s line (Ruth 4:18–
21; Matthew 1:5). By presenting
Abraham and Rahab - two figures at
opposite ends of the social and moral
spectrum - James shows that active
faith is not a rare or elite virtue but the
common mark of all true believers.
Rahab’s faith was as genuine as
Abraham’s.

Though she was a prostitute, Rahab
believed in the God of Israel, Yahweh.
She foresaw His victory over Jericho,
received Joshua’s spies, and protected
them from their pursuers. By sending
them safely back, she demonstrated
the reality of her faith. This act was
not a mere human decision but the
outward evidence of the living faith
within her heart.

Faith and works are inseparable,
just as the body and the spirit cannot
exist apart. When the spirit departs,
the body becomes lifeless; in the same
way, when works are absent, faith is
dead. Faith without works is like a
corpse - it belongs, as James implies,
not in the field of life, but in the
graveyard.
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By definition, a true Pentecostal
believer is one who is filled with the Holy
Spirit, speaking in other tongues and
living a life of Christian morality (Acts 2:4).
If someone is not filled with the Holy Spirit
and does not speak in other tongues,
he/she is not a true Pentecost believer.
We must stand by the true Word of God
(the Bible). No one can change or remove
the words of the Bible.

The following are some fundamental
doctrines of Church:

Repentance, Salvation, Baptism
(Mathew 28:19), Being filled with the Holy
Spirit and speaking in other tongues
(Acts 2:4), Holiness (walking in the Spirit),
Separation, Fellowship, The Lord’s
Supper, Gifts of the Spirit, Fruit of the
Spirit, Voluntary giving, Hope of second
coming of Jesus, The great tribulation,
The millennium rule and Eternity.

Principles of Giving

Contributing tithe is not written in the
New Testament. A true Pentecostal
believer can give tithe and contributions
according to the Word of God, not by
force or law.

Does the New Testament say
believers need to tithe?

Quick answer: No, the New
Testament does not say believers need
to tithe. Tithing is an Old Testament
requirement. Instead, believers are
called to give freely from the heart, not
under any pressure (2 Corinthians 9:7).
Believers are encouraged to voluntarily
give to the church (and to God) in
proportion to their wealth.

There are a few references in New
Testament on tithing. Jesus said: “But
woe to you Pharisees! For you pay tithe
of mint and rue and every kind of garden
herb, and yet disregard justice and the
love of God; but these are the things you
should have done without neglecting the
others” (Luke 11:42). It is also worth
mentioning what Jesus said when He
saw a widow putting her all into the
treasury of the Temple: “Truly I say to you
that this poor widow has put in more than
all; for all these out of their abundance
have put in offerings for God, but she out
of her poverty put in all the livelihood that

"A true Pentecostal believer"

she had” (Luke 21:1-4)
If you are a true Pentecostal, you will

give contribution to the church voluntarily
(not by force or law) for the glory of God’s
work. And also participate in all spiritual
activities in the church like conventions,
cottage meetings, evangelism
programs, fasting prayers, charity and all
spiritual meetings including combined
worships held by similar organisations.
Fellowship is one of the fundamental
doctrines of the church. If you have God's
love, you should show unity and
fellowship among believers. "Behold,
how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity!"
(Psalm133:1)

No compromise

A true Pentecostal believer should
possess strong moral character and
maintain a deep, meaningful
relationship with fellow believers. A true
Pentecostal believer must worship the
Lord in truth and Spirit, upholding
fundamental Christian principles and
values. They should not compromise
with false teachings and practices.
Furthermore, they should not allow,
encourage, or support false doctrines,
nor should they lead or attend meetings
that promote such ideologies.

A true Pentecostal believer will not
acknowledge the writings and
preachings in social media by those who
do not believe in Holy Spirit, power of Holy
Spirit and speak in other tongues and do

not live a moral Christian life. We must
know and understand the truths about
the church, the Pentecost, Holy Spirit and
the manifestations of the Holy Spirit
according to the Word of God in a true
way. Nowadays people are interpreting
the word of God in their own way, for their
own benefit. And also they are teaching,
preaching and performing in such a way
that people are forced into thinking that
they are manifesting gifts of the spirit.

The true Church is not defined by a
name or building, but by truth, the power
of Holy Spirit and obedience to God’s
Word. Look for a church that preaches
the full gospel and follow apostles’
teachings, especially Paul’s writings. We
must stand for the pure and true gospel
of Jesus and also fight against the false
teachings and doctrines. We must stand
for Holiness and separation and also
fight against carnal life and unholy
spirituality.We must stand for the true
worship with the Spirit of God and also
fight against the carnal worship. A true
Pentecostal believer should follow and
obey the word of God.

The Great Commission

The church should also obey the
Great Commission that Jesus gave to
His disciples as recorded in Acts and
the Gospels and make it a mission to go
and preach the gospel (Acts 1:8, Mark
16:15, Matthew 28:18-20)

The need of our churches

We need to pray for the operation of
the gifts of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:4-11;
Rom. 12:6-11) in our congregations. At
the same time, the fruit of the Spirit (Gal.
5:22,23) should be exhibited in each
believer. If these two qualities are
present in our churches, it will be a
blessed experience, spiritually.

A person who obeys the truths
mentioned above is a true Pentecostal
believer. "This is My commandment, that
you love one another as I have loved
you" (John 15:12).  “And behold, I am
coming quickly, and My reward is with
Me, to give to every one according to his
work" (Revelation 22:12).

John Mathew Punalur
Houston
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"Let the little children
come to me and do not

hinder them"

Children's c
o
r
n
e
r

DELAY IS NEVER A DENIAL

Juby Anoop, UK

PROMOTED TO GLORY

"I have fought the good fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the faith." - 2 Timothy 4:7

November 15, 2025 The funeral Service will 
start from home at 9.00 am to 10:30 am, Gazi 
Manzil, Flat No. 2, Behind Sai Mandir, Near 
Rotary Club, Sahakarnagar, Bhanvaj Road, 
Khopoli. 

The Funeral Service will be held At Khopoli 
Christian Cemetery from 11.00 am - 12:30 pm 

Contact: 7775854488 

Pr. Jenin David

K.C. DAVID 
1949 - 2025 

(Father of Pr. Jenin David) 
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oOURRm : RIk]y] ozL-qL-
xVNa Sðã]R£ oO¢ Nax-rLrOU, S^L 
RyNW-Ÿ-r]-pOU, yOvL-¡¾L Ic]-
ãrOU, ySº-yV-WP¥ cpr-WV-a-rO-oL-
p]-qOÐ Nm. SfLoyV RRjjLR£  
nLq| AÐÚ RRjjL¢ (80) 
Wu]´ KWV-SaL-m¡ 10jO j]f|-f-
p]¤ NkSv-w]-\ÿO. k¾-jL-kOqU 
kOfO-Õ-r-Ò]-¤ k¾-q]-pV-¨¤ WOaOU-
m-¾]¤ ã].R^. S^LylV & fËÚ 
hÒ-f]-W-tORa oP¾ oW-tLp] 1945 
RykV-fU-m¡ 15&jO ^j]-\ÿO. 1965 j 
vU-m¡ 4&jO Nm. SfLoyV RRjLjO 
RoL¾V WOaOU-m-^}-v]fU BqU-n]-\ÿO. 
lOcV SWL¡-k-Sr-x¢ KLlV CÍ|-
p]¤ 39 v¡xU Syv-j-o-jO-xV-b]-\ÿO.

1965 oOf¤ 13 v¡xU Nm. SfLo 
yV RRjjLjOU WOaOU-mvOU R\ 
ÒP¡ RIk]-y]-pORa AUY-°-tL-p]-
qO-ÐO. Af]-jO-SwxU fLRj-p]¤ 
fLo-y-oL-¨O-WpOU Nm. oLf|O y]. 
SfLoyOU WOaOU-m-vO-oLp] S\¡ÐV 

RIk]-y]-pORa KqO WPa]-v-qvV BqU-n]-
¨O-WpOU R\pV-fO. SfLoyV RRj 
jL¢ & AÐÚ hÒ-f]-W-tORa 16 v¡x 
R¾ SyvjU fLRj RIk]y] yn-
pORa vt-¡-\ÿ¨V WLq-e-oL-p]-¾}-¡-
ÐO. 

1994&¤ WLÍ]-v]-s]-p]-Ss¨V fL 
oyU oLrO-WpOU fOa-¡ÐV v]v]i WLs-
p-t-vO-W-t]¤ vyL-pV, SmLr]-v]-s], o 

sLcV IÐ} yn-W-tO-oLp] yz-W-q] 
\ÿO Nkv-¡-¾]\ÿO SkL-ÐO. BÄ}W 
Nkv-¡-¾j°t]¤ JRr DÃO-W-
jL-p]-qOÐ Nm. SfLoyV RRjjLjV 
I¨L-s¾OU yzL-p]pOU NkS\L-h-
j-vO-oL-p]-qOÐO kSq-f. 

RIk]-y]-pORa NkLqU-n-WLs 
Nkv-¡-¾-W-q]-RsL-qL-tLp kLð¡ 
a].I¢. INm-zL-o]R£ ySzL-hq] 
kONf-jL-p]-qOÐO Nm. SfLoyV 
RRjj-jL-¢. kLð¡ RW.ã]. RRaã 
yV (j|PSpL¡-¨V) kSq-f-pORa oLfQ- 
y-SzL-h-q-jL-eV. 

o¨¥ :  Sx¡t] (fLRj), RRx 
s (WLj-c), RRyo¦ (WLÍ]-v]-
s]) 

oqO-o-¨¥ : Im], yL^-¢, 
R^ô]. 

hO@XL-¡-¾-qLp WOaOU-mLU-Y-
°Rt RRhvU Bw~-y]-Õ]-¨RŸ 
IÐO NkL¡-À]-¨O-Ð-f]-SjL-RaLÕU 
yOvL-¡¾L WOaOU-m-¾]R£ hO@X 
vOU Nkf|L-w-pOU Ar]-p]-¨OÐO. 

v]ŸO-k]-q]´V NW]yV-fO-v]-SjL-aO-WP-Ra
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kLð¡ ScL. k]. IU. S^L¦-y-¢

k`mtbmKw- A-Xy-´mt]£n-Xtam?

\n
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The book covers the topics such as the Uniqueness of 
Christ in cradle, career, cross and crown, 

Christian ethical and moral principles to resist the 
influence of secular culture and spiritualism.

BOOK  REVIEW

PR. John Mathew 
Bangalore
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kLð¡ y^] k}\ÿ]

Aa]RpLuO¨OW¥&8

H-cp- ]-em-b-\-hpw- 
]-cn-Wn-X- ^-e-hpw-...!!!

\n-
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^LyV-o]¢ l]s]-ÕV

I-ã-X- -ssZh-ln-Xw-
Po-
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os-pLt] RkRÍ-S¨L-yVfO yUY-oU

I-ã-X- -ssZh-ln-Xw- ....... fOa¡-\ÿ 

Pastor K.G. Varghese (70)

GONE TO BE WITH THE LORD

Mrs. Rosamma John
Born : 29.02.1959
Died : 11.11.2025

D/o : Late Mr . Daniel Mathai &
Late Mrs . Eliyamma 

Adress: Thanikkunil  Elim House,
Vettiyar, Mavelikkara, 
Alappuzha District. 

Husband : John Daniel Philipose
Children : Jeena John

Evg. Jijo John
She was a member of

IPC Faith Tower Dombivli

Pr. Wankar Krishna Padvi (65)
Died on 10.10.2025

He was the Pastor of Vavadi Village 
in Navapur. 

Died on 03.11.2025 
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kL¡-w~-v}-ƒ-eU
oL-f|P-yV

vt-¡-\ÿ-p]-Ss¨V jp]-¨OÐ RfãO-f]-qO-¾-sOW¥vt-¡-\ÿ-p]-Ss¨V jp]-¨OÐ RfãO-f]-qO-¾-sOW¥vt-¡-\ÿ-p]-Ss¨V jp]-¨OÐ RfãO-f]-qO-¾-sOW¥
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Pr. Biju P. Samuel, West Bengal

“ -tbip-hns\m¸w-, “ -tbip-hns\m¸w-, 
F-¶m-Â- -tbip-hn-ÃmsX”F-¶m-Â- -tbip-hn-ÃmsX”

“ -tbip-hns\m¸w-, 
F-¶m-Â- -tbip-hn-ÃmsX”

RIk]y] ySº-yV-WP¥ ASyL-y]-Sp-x¢ 
WOÒ-jLaV  Nk-y]-È}-W-q]\ÿ

z]Î] / CUYæ}xV (h~]nL-x) ySº-yV-WP¥ 
kOyV-fW°¥ (juV-yr] 1 ` 80, 
juV-yr] 2 ` 80, WæLyV 1 ` 100) 

sn|-oL-eV. 
Bv-w|¨L¡ mÌ-RÕ-aO-W

Saji Mathew         -  98205 60569
Moncy P. George -  97027 15909WPaO-f¤ SWLÕ]-W¥ Bv-w|-oO-ç-v-¡¨V 

SkLSð^V yT^-j|U. Email : ipcms.sundayschool@gmail.com
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An]-oO-XU

ScL. Ca]-R\ÿ-r]p RRjjLjOoLp] yOvL-¡¾L Nkv-¡-¾-W¡ ja-¾]p 
An]-oO-X-¾]-R£ Nky© nLY-°-¥ 

CvL. v¡-Y}yV RWLsæ-R¨L-Ò]-¤, rv. ScL. Ca]-R\ÿ-r]p RRjjL-¢,  kL. x]jO S^L¦ IÐ]-v¡ 






