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The same Word
that spoke creation
into existence
continues to speak
life, salvation,
transformation and
hope to everyone
who hears and
believes. Therefore,
let us not only hear
the Word, but
receive Christ - the
eternal Logos - and
allow His Word to
accomplish God’s
purpose in our
lives.

Pastor

P.M. Cherian
President,

IPC Maharashtra
State

The Gospel of John
begins with describing
Jesus as the Word. Through-
out the Gospel, John uses
many descriptions and titles
for Jesus. He is the Living
Water, the Bread of Life, the
Light of the World, the Lamb
oT Goda, the Good Shepherd, and the King. Yet,
when John first introduces Jesus, he chooses title
‘the Word”. In Greek the word used is Logos which
means idea or plan. Jesus is the plan of God in
creation, plan of God for salvation, eternal idea for
justification, sanctification, glorification and eternity.
As Paul explains, God’s purpose is being worked
out in Christ according to His eternal plan
(Romans 8:29-30 & Ephesians 1:10).

"The Word"would have immediately connected
with his Jewish readers. From childhood, they had
heard the Scriptures read in their synagogues -
the Law, the Prophets and the writings that
repeatedly spoke of the Word of the Lord.
Therefore, John does not begin simply by saying,
“Jesus of Nazareth was born...” Instead, he
declares: “In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John
1:1). This takes us back to the first verse of the
Bible: "In the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth". God said, Let there be light and
there was light. And we read further in Genesis 1
that God opened His mouth and everything came
into existence. So the real meaning of the word is
that it comes out of one person and goes for action.
The Power was and is in the Word of God as is it
written again in Psalms 33:6: “By the Word of the
Lord the heavens were made..”

Throughout the Old Testament, we repeatedly
read the expression, “The word of the LORD came
to...” Jeremiah, Ezekiel and many others. This was
not merely an emotional feeling or a personal
thought. It was the revelation God gave to His
servants and what God spoke through them
ultimately came to pass. As Isaiah said, “for as the
rain comes down from heaven and do not return
to it without watering the earth and making it bud
and flourish so that it yields seed for the sower and
bread for the eater. So shall the Word of God
accomplish all that God intends to do" (Isaiah
55:10-11).

For generations, the Jewish people studied
the Scriptures and meditated on the Word of God.
Yet the mystery remained: How could the Word
create? How could the Word speak? But John the
apostle of Jesus explains it to them saying — In
the beginning was the Word and the Word was
God and the Word became flesh and made his

GUEST EDITORIAL

The Living WORD

dwelling amongst us (John 1:14). The eternal Word
became a human being and lived among us. John
was pointing his readers to Jesus of Nazareth
and declaring that the carpenter’'s son whom they
could see with their eyes was none other than the
eternal Word of God.

The Greek philosophers always wondered
how the time runs correctly bringing seasons in
time, how the Solar system works accurately and
searched for the Creator. John gives a very definite
and correct answer that Jesus of Nazareth is not
just a man but Logos the Person who created the
universe. The Greek philosophers thought logos
is a force or principle. John said it is not a force or
principle but someone with God, who is also God
is Logos.

This truth becomes visible throughout the
ministry of Jesus. He spoke and things happened.
He commanded the winds and the waves and
they obeyed Him. He multiplied the bread. He
commanded the dead to rise. When Lazarus had
been in the tomb for four days, Jesus called out:
“Lazarus, come out!” and Lazarus came out alive.
He spoke and it happened establishing that He is
the one who said /et there be light in Genesis. His
Word was working as in Genesis, that word
became flesh and dwelt among us. In the Old
Testament, the glory and presence of God were
manifested among Israel in the Tent of Tabernacle.
God’s presence dwelt among His people. But in
Jesus Christ, the eternal Logos came and dwelt
among humanity - not in a tent, but in a human
body of flesh and blood. God came to humanity.
John says: “We have seen his glory, the glory of
the one and only Son, who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). And John further
declares: “No one has ever seen God, but the one
and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest
relationship with the Father, has made him known”
(John 1:18). Jesus came to reveal Father to us.

Throughout the Bible, the Word is always
speaking to His people actively. His Word keeps
speaking to prophets, apostles and ordinary
people alike and those who give ear to the Word
become extra ordinary, who excel in strength.
(Psalms 103:20). Jesus Christ, the eternal Word
of God through whom all things were created,
sustained and redeemed became flesh and
revealed the heart, character and glory of the
Father to humanity. The same Word that spoke
creation into existence continues to speak life,
salvation, transformation and hope to everyone
who hears and believes. Therefore, let us not only
hear the Word, but receive Christ - the eternal
Logos - and allow His Word to accomplish God’s
purpose in our lives. Y
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God’s Perspective:
Human Beings are Valuable!

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life”
(John 3:16)

“Then he [one of the criminals] said to Jesus, 'Lord, remember me when You
come into Your kingdom’. And Jesus said to him, ’Assuredly, | say to you,
today you will be with Me in Paradise’” (Luke 23:42,43)

\_

e

Rev. Dr. Wilson
Varkey Ph.D.
Houston

WV,

The fundamental message of the Bible is
that God loves mankind. Apostle John describes
the same truth in a fashion that touch@s the
heart: “For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16). “He gave His only begotten
Son”is a very simple statement. Afactual way
of paraphrasing the expression is to say that
God allowed His Son to be

such an attitude, right and wrong become
relative. There would be no importance for
morality or rules of behavior. There would be no
responsibility to have a good relationship with
each other. There would be no restriction in
cheating others or killing others including unborn
babies. There would be no feeling of guilt to
suppress a fellow man to get ahead of him as
there is no standard of moral behavior!

Such independent

crushed on the cross of

Calvary!

The reason why God
allowed His Son to be
crucified on the cross was
the redemption of mankind.
Did man deserve such a
consideration from God? In
the human way of thinking,
certainly not. But how has

If one does not believe in
God, one does not have to
distinguish between truth
and untruth. There would
be no distinction between
good and evil in such a
society. Everything is
permitted without any
restriction. Such

behavior leads man to deny
the existence of God. If one
does not believe in God, one
does not have to distinguish
between truth and untruth.
There would be no distinction
between good and evil in such
a society. Everything is
permitted without any
restriction. Such unrestrained

such thinking developed?
The general human
thinking is that mankind has
nothing to hope for the future.
The argument arises from the
belief that man is born into
the world with no specific

unrestrained way of life can
lead to utter destruction. A
society without any
responsibility or rules of
moral behavior will certainly
end in utter failure.

way of life can lead to utter
destruction. A society without
any responsibility or rules of
moral behavior will certainly
end in utter failure. Even in
such a society, some credit
may be given to material

purpose. Just as the universe
exists without any purpose, man also has no
purpose to fulfill. Man moves as the earth
moves. This universe will someday cease to
exist. Man will also cease to exist. Man and
the universe have no special claim for their
existence!

Such thinking is basically faulty. It leads us
into a dangerous mindset. If we think that we
have no purpose in life, then there is no need to
take any responsibility to fulfill. If we entertain

achievements. Some credit
may be attributed to beauty and physical
appearance. Some credit may be given to
educational achievements and accumulation of
riches. On the other hand, there will be a lot of
people who would be ignored or neglected as
they are poor or disabled or of old age or
uneducated.

God’s perspective is very different from
human perspective. God is not pleased when
human beings do not give any value to each

The fundamental
message of the
Bible is that God
loves mankind.
Apostle John
describes the
same truth in a
fashion that
touchds the
heart: “For God
so loved the
world that He
gave His only
begotten Son,
that whoever
believes in Him
should not perish
but have
everlasting life”
(John 3:16). God
allowed His Son
to be crushed on
the cross of
Calvary!
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One day, millions
of saints will
dance with joy
on those golden
streets of the
City of God!.
Among them will
be saints who
took intense
delightin the
scriptures and
shone like stars
in the ministry of
the Word.
Among them

will also be the
thief on the cross
dancing on the
golden streets!
Only he can
joyously describe
the glory and
mystery of the
grace of God if
anyone asks him
about the grace
that he received
in the last
minutes of his
life.

other and behave in such a heartless manner.
He has definite purpose for each individual
human being. Scriptures proclaim a bright future
for man. It is such a beautiful message that
mankind is destined to become the Bride of
Jesus Christ. But that privilege is set apart for
those who accept Jesus as their personal
savior. They will have the privilege of living and
ruling with Jesus for ever and ever. It means
that in God’s perspective, man has great value.
God considers him as great and valuable and
assigns him a definite purpose even before he
is born.

The incarnation of Jesus Christ as a human
being points to the value that God assigns to
man. Otherwise there was no need for Jesus
Christ to take the form of man
and live among men as a

Let us consider the circumstances when this
conversation is taking place. The criminal will
die in a few moments and cannot do anything
in return for what Jesus has offered to do. But
take the case of Zaccheus who could respond
appropriatly after his encounter with Jesus.
Similarly the Samaritan woman could respond
effectively by proclaiming her testimony to
thousands about her encounter with Jesus. But
the thiefon the cross had no way of responding
to what Jesus was offering him.

We observe here a profound display of God’s
love for mankind. His love for mankind is not
based on what we can give Him in return. Jesus
loves us just as we are. Our value is not decided
by what we can repay Him.

There is a chapter in the
Book of Revelation that gives

human being. God considered

me plenty of inspiration —

human being as valuable.
Hence Jesus Christ looked at
allhuman beings in the same
level. He did not keep anyone
at a distance. He dealt
graciously with all - woman
caught in adultery, blind men,
lepers and other sick people
— and considered them as
equally precious. His
incarnation was to benefit all
human beings.

The words that Jesus
Christ speaks to the criminal

The incarnation of Jesus
Christ as a human being
points to the value that God
assigns to man. Otherwise
there was no need for
Jesus Christ to take the
form of man and live
among men as a human
being. God considered
human being as valuable.
Hence Jesus Christ looked
at all human beings in the
same level.

that is chapter 21. In the
chapter, there are vivid
descriptions about the City
of God and its streets paved
with gold. One day, millions
of saints will dance with joy
on those golden streets.
Among them will be saints
who took intense delight in
the scriptures and shone like
stars in the ministry of the
Word. Among them will also
be the thief on the cross
dancing on the golden

(refered as ’thief’ in some
versions) on the cross give an
insight to the value that He
ascribes to an individual. The thiefon the cross
is undergoing the punishment that he deserves.
There is no law that can save him from his
punishment. But he is making a prayer to Jesus:
“Lord, remember me when You come into Your
kingdom”. Without any hesitation, Jesus

replied: “Assuredly, | say to you, today you will
be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:42,43).

Even on the cross, Jesus does not forget to
show love and compassion to a human being.
Although His body is broken, His head is
pierced by sharp thorns, blood is flowing all over
His body and He is in a totally helpless
condition, yet He does not forsake the criminal
who is praying to Him.

streets of the City of God!
Only he can joyously
describe the glory and
mystery of the grace of God if anyone asks
him about the grace that he received in the last
minutes of his life. He would say: “I received
immeasrable grace from God because of His
love for human beings and as He perceived me
as valuable. It was not on the basis of what |
could do in return or make an exhibition of my
ability or strength”.

Certainly, human being is valuable in the
sight of God. We should not be worried about
what others say about us or how they evaluate
us. God loves us, and accepts us as we are.
Let us remember always that Jesus took the
form of man as He valued us as human beings
and are precious in His sight. [

“I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.
| have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly” (John 10:9,10)
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The Ancient Art of Hiding

“And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God
among the trees of the garden" (Genesis 3:8 - ESV).

Hiding is the second oldest sin in the history
of the world - a sin that is the consequence of
the first one - disobedience.

Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating the
fruit that they were not allowed to eat. Before
eating that, they were naked but were not
ashamed of their nakedness (Genesis 2:25).
When they disobeyed God by eating the fruit
that God forbade them to eat they realised their
nakedness and were ashamed of it. The Bible
says, "Then the eyes of both were opened, and
they knew that they were naked. And they sewed
fig leaves together and made themselves
loincloths" (Genesis 2:7 - ESV).

Shame was a consequence of the sin of
disobedience. We go into hiding as Adam and
Eve did because we are ashamed of our
disobedience. In this case of Adam and Eve
they tried to hide their nakedness from each
other. They never had to do that before they
committed sin. Before sinning they were naked
but were not ashamed; but after sin they did
not become naked but were ashamed of their
nakedness. They never had to hide their private
parts from each other since they were not
ashamed of it. Sin brought shame into the life
of humans, so they started hiding from each
other.

This act of making something to cover their
nakedness with fig-leaves is symbolic of human
attempt to hide our shame from each other. This
act of hiding from each other is a game that the
descendants of Adam and Eve (including you
and me) have perfected over the years. This
explains why spouses hide many aspects of
their lives from each other. Many marriages
wreck because spouses play this game until
the inevitable happens. Parents hide their lives
from their children by hiding behind an ideal past
that they never had. Children hide their lives
from parents too by pretending to be what they
are not yet. Many pastors have hidden their
shameful lives from their congregation and when
they had to come out of their hiding, their
marriages are broken, children are shattered,
and congregations fall apart.

Sin produces shame - shame sends us to

hiding and hiding makes us continue in sin. This
chain has to be broken.

Humans not only hide from each other but
from God too. That is the second act in the
drama of hiding. The writer of Genesis tells us
that: "And they heard the sound of the LORD
God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves
from the presence of the LORD God among
the trees of the garden" (Genesis 3:8 - ESV).

What they hid from each other is their shame
but from God they tried to hide themselves. Why
do people deny God? | have often found that
most people who deny God have no
philosophical justifications except their own
sense of guilt. Their way of dealing with sin is
to deny that God doesn’t exist or doesn’t matter.
This is vividly protrayed in Psalms 14/53: "The
fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.’ They
are corrupt, they do abominable deeds, there
is none who does good" (Psalms 14:1- ESV).

‘Saying in his heart’is an attempt to convince
oneself. The two sentences of the above verse
are connected as a bridge that has two-way
traffic. The denial of God is the result of their
corruption, at the same time it is the denial that
leads to corruption as well.

God is merciful and kind, but He can deal
with our shame only if we can come out of our
hiding into the open. When we come out to the
open then He deals with our sins. In the case
of Adam and Eve, He points out that the human
attempt to hide from each other is inadequate.
However, there is a divine solution which involves
a sacrifice. The writer of Genesis only knew
that the solution to the human problem is a
sacrifice of an animal. Many Christian
interpreters see here an indication of Christ’s
sacrifice on the cross.

God demands us to admit what has gone
wrong in our lives. This is what God did when
he called out to Adam, 'Where are you?’God
knew where he was and what he had done but
by this God was demanding an admission from
Adam. God wants Adam to acknowledge what
he has done and thus come out of his moral
hiding. [
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God is merciful
and kind, but He
can deal with
our shame only
if we can come
out of our hiding
into the open.
When we come
out to the open
then He deals
with our sins.
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A New Series:

Devotional: SIX
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GOD is not UNJUST to FORGET our
LABOR of LOVE!

“For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you
have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints,
and do minister” (Hebrews 6:10)

Y

The writer of Hebrews draws our attention
to a very important attribute of God that makes

it worthwhile to serve Him
faithfully on this earth even
though we are not getting the
adequate credit or
appreciation or reward from
the people that we serve in the
ministry. Itis highly likely that
people will take our service for
granted and forget to either
recognize or thank us for our
service!

When the Old Testament
patriarch Joseph was thrown
into a prison cell being falsely
charged with a crime that he

had never committed, he encountered the chief
butler of Pharaoh in the prison and interpreted

A very important attribute of

God makes it worthwhile to

serve Him faithfully on this
earth even though we are not
getting the adequate credit or

appreciation or reward from the

people that we serve in the
ministry. It is highly likely that
people will take our service
for granted and forget to either
recognize or thank us
for our service!

his dream for him (see Genesis 40:9-13). After
interpreting the dream of the chief butler, Joseph

made the following request to
him: “But remember me when
it is well with you, and please
show kindness to me; make
mention of me to Pharaoh,
and get me out of this house.
Forindeed | was stolen away
from the land of the Hebrews;
and also, | have done nothing
here that they should put me
into the dungeon” (Genesis
40:14-15). Even though the
chief butler was reinstated in
his position, this is written
about him: “Yet the chief

butler did not remember Joseph, but forgot him”
(Genesis 40:23). It was only after two years
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Labor of Love

that God gave a dream to Pharaoh, which
caused the chief butler to remember Joseph
that started his rise to honor and power in the
Egyptian land (Genesis 41:1-45). God was not
unjust to forget Joseph’s labor of love and God
rewarded him accordingly!

we can be sure that we will receive a reward
from God directly for all the good that we have
donel!
Let us never forget that we have a just, loving
God who will show His appreciation for our
faithful acts of service.

As we serve God faithfully
in this world, our work and our
labor of love are manifest in

As we serve God faithfully in
this world, our work and our labor

Therefore, let us persevere in
our labor of love that we do
for God’'s sake among His

our lives every day. Our faith
manifests itself in a life of
good works, which displays
active love for the household
of faith. We should continue
to serve the people of God not
to expect a reward, but as an
output of our thankfulness for
what God has already done
for us. We should be

confident in this fact that God

of love are manifest in our lives
every day. Our faith manifests
itself in a life of good works,

which displays active love for the

household of faith. We should
continue to serve the people of
God not to expect a reward,
but as an output of our
thankfulness for what God has
already done for us..

people. Let us remain faithful
to our upward call from God
while we wait patiently for Him
to fulfill His promises to us
regarding our future reward
and inheritance.

“Therefore, we make it our
aim, whether present or
absent, to be well pleasing to
Him. For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of

will never forget our work or the labor of love
that we do in His name. God takes note of our
commendable Christian conduct and will justly
reward us for them. One day in the near future,

Christ, that each one may receive the things
done in the body, according to what he has
done, whether good or bad” (2 Corinthians
5:9-10). |

We should be
confident in this
fact that God will
never forget our
work or the labor
of love that we
do in His name.
God takes note
of our
commendable
Christian
conduct and will
justly reward us
for them. One
day in the near
future, we can
be sure that we
will receive a
reward from God
directly for all the
good that we
have done!
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TESTIMONY

A Debt Partially Paid

“And the people complained against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?”
So he cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a tree. When he cast it
into the waters, the waters were made sweet" (Exodus 15:24,25)

Several decades ago, | was a pre-degree
student at Mar Thoma College, Thiruvalla,
Kerala. Classes were cancelled one day
because Prime Minister Indira Gandhi was
coming through town. Soon | was at Thiruvalla
Junction, standing amid a mega crowd that was
anxiously awaiting the national leader. After a
long time standing in the heat of the day,
suddenly | passed out and fell among the
stampeding crowd.

| woke up on a table at a nearby coffee shop.
| opened my eyes and saw a
stranger standing by holding
my books in his hands. He

to attend the celebration of his former pastor’s
ministry and retirement.

With his hands full, Fiju was rushing through
the busy airport to his departure gate. Suddenly,
a man ahead of him collapsed to the floor. He
rushed to the stranger. The man was motionless
but breathing. Fiju did everything a physician
should do in that situation and took care of the
lone traveler. The man had to cancel his travel
plans, but Fiju could send him off to get further
medical help. Feeling bad about not being able
to catch the man before he
hit the floor, Fiju continued to
his departuregate.

had carried me to the tea

When | received this news

Just as God
had prepared a
tree in the
desert for
Israel, God has
planted a tree
in the desert for

shop. In those days there was
no emergency number to call
or ambulance service to
contact. The stranger bought
me a hot drink. As | finished
my drink, he asked me if |
was ok and inquired if | had

When Moses cried out to
the Lord, He showed him a
tree. Moses put the tree into
the water and amazingly, the
water became sweet. Who
planted that tree in the
desert sand? When was it
planted?

by text message from Fiju, |
thought of the nameless
“Christian” who helped me in
Thiruvalla long ago.Along with
gratitude, | had a sense that
my beloved Fiju has at least
partially paid my old debt. My

bus-fare to get home. | said

response to Fiju referred to a

yes, and he gave me my

books and began to walk

away. | asked him who he was. He just said, “|
am a Christian” and continued to walk away.

I never found out who my good Samaritan
was, but | remain grateful to that unknown
brother because | believe that his actions that
day saved my life from potentially great harm.

Recently someone unknown to me had a
remarkably similar experience. Let me tell you
that story.

biblical story.

The people of Israel
crossed the Red Sea and travelled three days
through the hot desert to reach Marah.
Desperately thirsty but unable to drink the bitter
water there, they complained to Moses. When
Moses cried out to the Lord, He showed him a
tree. Moses put the tree into the water and
amazingly, the water became sweet (Exodus
15:25). Who planted that tree in the desert
sand? When was it planted?

el Pastor G. G Varghese is the well-known Let me conclude this testimony with the
pastor of Faith Christian Church (formerly Bronx  summary of my message to Fiju: God was

Full Gospel Church) in New York. Celebration  sending you to New York not only to celebrate

of his fifty years of faithful ministry is taking  your beloved pastor’s ministry, but also to save

place at his church this weekend. My son-in-  the life of an unknown traveler. Just as God had

law Fiju Koshy grew up as a disciple of Jesus  prepared a tree in the desert for Israel, you were

under Pastor G. G. Varghese’s careful planted behind the stranger in need. God has

shepherding ministry. Fiju is a physician now  planted a tree in the desert for all of us. Go in

living in Florida. He decided to fly to New York  peace! [ |
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A New Series of \

Bible Study

Rev. K.M. Varghes&
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Submit Yourselves, Come Near,
Humble Yourselves

“Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to
God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you
double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to

N\

gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up” (James 4:7-10)

J

The lover of the world stands
against God; he is on the enemy’s
side. Rather than continuing to resist
God, James counsels him to
acknowledge defeat, raise his hands
in surrender, and submit to God. He
also shows whom we ought to resist.
We must resist the devil and draw near
to God. James calls upon his readers
to cleanse themselves, purify
themselves, mourn, and humble
themselvesin God’s presence.

[ Submit yourselves, then, to God ]

The Greek word translated “submit”
is hypotasso. It describes the attitude
of submission that a subordinate
willingly adopts before a superior. God
does not desire to use his power to
force anyone into submission. What
is acceptable to God is voluntary
submission. Since God opposes the
proud and gives grace to the humble,
submission is the most fitting course

of action. This is the implication of the
word “then.”

Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you

The Greek word for “devil” is
diabolos. “Devil’ is a disparaging name
for Satan, meaning “slanderer.” We
must neither enter into an alliance with
the devil nor deal gently with him. He
is not one who can be treated in that
way. We must resist him—that is, fight
against him. If we adopt any lesser
approach, the devil will take advantage
of it. This counsel comes not only from
James but also from the New
Testament writers Paul and Peter
(Ephesians 6:11; 1 Peter 5:8-9).

Like a soldier who willingly submits
to his commanding of ficer, the
Christian believer submits to God, puts
on the full armor of God, takes his
stand on God'’s side, and resists the
devil. The devil cannot stand his ground

before such a believer; he will flee from
him. Jesus, too, adopted the course
of resisting the devil. The Gospel
account explains that, after Jesus
resisted him, the devil departed from
him for a time (Luke 4:13).

He will return. He comes again to
examine the Christian’s condition and
standing, looking for an opportunity to
renew his attack.

Come near to God and he will
come near to you

James’s statements that the devil
will flee from Christian believers and
that God will draw near to them are
conditional. The connecting
expression used in each statement
shows that the promise depends upon
the preceding action. Only when we
resist the devil does he flee from us.
When we draw near to God, he draws
near to us. God is not one who runs
away from anyone. He is one who
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draws near. Yet James presents our
taking the first step toward God as a
condition of God’s drawing near to us.
Whatever God requires of a person, he
also abundantly supplies the grace
needed to fulfill it.

Wash your hands, you sinners,
and purify your hearts,
you double-minded

The writer, who earlier addressed
his readers as adulterous people, now
addresses them as “sinners” and
“double-minded.” These forms of
address show that James responds to
sin with seriousness rather than
indulgence. Treating sin lightly is a
characteristic of false prophets
(Jeremiah 8:1).

Some biblical commentators hold
that the sinners mentioned here are
unbelievers, because elsewhere in the
New Testament the term “sinners”
refers to unbelievers. If they are
unbelievers, however, the question
remains: Why does James say
nothing about salvation, baptism, and
related matters? Furthermore, he calls
for grief, mourning, and weeping - signs
of repentance.

Sinners must cleanse their hands,
and the double-minded must purify their
hearts. The hands represent outward
actions, while the heart represents the
inward thoughts that motivate those
actions. A vessel must be cleaned both
inside and outside. It is not enough to
cleanse either the hands or the heart
alone. Both must be cleansed.
Otherwise, the cleansing is partial, not
complete.

The Greek word hamartano means
“to sin” or “to miss the mark.” Sinners
are those who have missed the mark.
These Jewish Christians had not
reached the goal God intended for
them. They had strayed from God’s
purpose and had become people
pursuing two goals. The word
dipsychos means “double-minded.”
James uses this word twice in his letter
(1:8; 4:8). They pursued not only a
divine goal but also a worldly one. Yet
they arrived nowhere.

The sinners and double-minded
people spoken of here are not
unrepentant sinners. They are the
sinners in Zion who have already
repented (lsaiah 33:14). In Jewish
understanding, dwelling in God’s
presence requires clean hands and a
pure heart (Psalm 24:3—4). Both inward
meditation and outward words must be
pleasing to God (Psalm 19:14).

Grieve, mourn and wail. Change
your laughter to mourning and
your joy to gloom

This is a command. James
instructs them to do three things.

(1) Grieve. The Greek word is
‘talajporeo’. It describes the experience
of grieving with a broken spirit over the
distressing condition in which one finds
oneself. Like the tax collector who
would not even look up to heaven (Luke
18:13), or the man who cries, “What a
wretched man | am!” (Romans 7:24),
the repentant person experiences
inward brokenness. This word and the
words that follow point to such
repentance.

(2) Mourn. Mourning is the
deepening of grief. This is sorrow that
leads to repentance (2 Corinthians 7:9).
Paul also calls it godly sorrow (2
Corinthians 7:9).

(3) Wail. If grief and mourning are
inward signs of repentance, weeping
is its outward sign. Luke describes
Peter’s repentance in these words:
“The Lord turned and looked straight
at Peter. Then Peter remembered the
word the Lord had spoken to him:
‘Before the rooster crows today, you
will disown me three times.” And he
went outside and wept bitterly” (Luke
22:61-62).

Repentance begins within and
extends outward. Repentance is
necessary not only for unbelievers but
also for believers. It is not something
that happens only once. It must
continue to take place from time to
time, whenever the need arises.

Change your laughter to
mourning and your joy to gloom

Here we find the synonymous
parallelism characteristic of Hebrew
wisdom literature. The same thought
is expressed by using “joy” alongside
“laughter” and “gloom” alongside
“mourning.” Their present joy is not a
joy that ought to continue. Mourning
is better than such joy. The pleasure
experienced while living in sin is
momentary. The joy received when sin
is forsaken is enduring. Yet, when
forsaking sin, it is necessary to repent
of it and embrace godly sorrow. That
is why James instructs them to turn
their joy into gloom. Laughter and joy
that are not in accordance with God'’s
will must give way to godly sorrow and
repentance.

Humble yourselves before the
Lord, and he will lift you up

We can identify seven commands
that James gives in verses 7—10:

* Submit yourselves to God.

* Resist the devil.

* Come near to God.

* Wash your hands.

* Purify your hearts.

* Grieve, mourn and walil.

* Humble yourselves before the
Lord.

According to Jewish belief, it is
God who exalts a person. Asaph gives
this instruction: “Do not lift your horns
against heaven; do not speak so
defiantly.” “No one from the east or the
west or from the desert can exalt
themselves. It is God who judges: He
brings one down, he exalts another”
(Psalm 75:5-7).

It is noteworthy that, among the
directions, only the north is omitted.
We do not know in which direction
heaven lies. Yet Asaph may have
omitted the north because he thought
of heaven as being in that direction.
God, the Judge, exalts one person and
brings another down. Humbling
ourselves in God’s presence is the
condition for being exalted by him.
Peter says the same thing: “Humble
yourselves, therefore, under God’s
mighty hand, that he may lift you up in
due time” (1 Peter 5:6). ®
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Biblical and Theological Foundations of
Christian Small Groups*

(* Excerpts from M.Th. Thesis)

)

Introduction ]

The Christian Church has always
existed as a community before it
became an institution. From the calling
of Abraham to the formation of Israel,
from the ministry of Jesus Christ to the
establishment of the apostolic Church,
God’s redemptive purpose has
consistently been accomplished
through covenant communities rather
than isolated individuals. The biblical
narrative reveals that God not only
redeems persons but also forms them
into a people who collectively reflect
His character and participate in His
mission. Consequently, authentic
Christian discipleship has always been
relational, communal, and covenantal
in nature.

Modern ecclesiology often places
considerable emphasis upon
organizational structures, worship
services and institutional ministries.
While these elements remain
indispensable to the life of the Church,
they cannot replace the relational
dimensions of Christian fellowship
envisioned in the New Testament.
Contemporary believers frequently
participate in large congregational
gatherings, yet remain strangers to
one another. They hear sermons
faithfully, participate in worship
regularly, but often lack intentional
relationships that encourage
accountability, spiritual formation,
pastoral care, and mutual
encouragement. This disconnect
between public worship and personal
discipleship represents one of the
greatest pastoral challenges
confronting churches today.

( Jesus and Small Groups ]

The New Testament offers a
compelling alternative. Jesus

é )

Rev. Thomas Varughese M.Th.
Houston
. J

intentionally invested the majority of
His earthly ministry not in the crowds
but in a relatively small community of
disciples. The early Church likewise
gathered regularly in homes where
believers devoted themselves to
teaching, fellowship, breaking bread,
and prayer (Acts 2:42-47). These
gatherings were not supplementary
activities but constituted the ordinary
rhythm of Christian life. They provided
contexts in which doctrine became
practice, worship became fellowship,
leadership was developed and mission
was advanced.

Small groups, therefore, should not
be understood merely as organizational
programs designed to increase
attendance or improve church
administration. Rather, they embody
profound theological convictions
concerning the nature of God,
humanity, salvation and the Church.
Their significance arises from biblical
revelation itself. They reflect the
relational character of the Triune God,
the covenant identity of God’s people,
the disciple-making ministry of Jesus
Christ and the communal life of the
apostolic Church.

The Theology of
Christian Community

Christian community originates not
from human social needs but from the
very nature of God Himself. The
doctrine of the Trinity reveals that God
eternally exists as Father, Son and
Holy Spirit in perfect unity, mutual love
and complete fellowship. Before
creation existed, community already
existed within the divine life. Therefore,
community is not merely useful for
Christian living; it reflects the eternal
reality of God’s own being.

This theological truth distinguishes
Christianity from many religious and
philosophical systems that primarily
emphasize individual enlightenment or
personal spirituality. Biblical faith
consistently portrays humanity as
created for relationship - first with God
and then with fellow human beings. The
opening chapters of Genesis establish
this principle when God declared, “It
is not good that the man should be
alone” (Genesis 2:18). Although this
statement immediately concerns
marriage, its theological implication
extends to the broader reality that
human beings were created for
relational existence.

[ Community in Creation J

The creation narrative presents
humanity as bearing the imago Dei,
the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27).
Since God exists relationally, human
beings likewise possess an inherent
capacity and need for relationship.
Isolation contradicts God'’s original
intention for humanity. Sin disrupted
these relationships, alienating
humanity from God, from one another,
and even from creation itself.
Consequently, redemption must
include not only reconciliation with God
but also restoration of authentic human
community.

The Apostle Paul affirms this
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redemptive vision by describing Christ
as the One who “has broken down the
dividing wall of hostility” (Ephesians
2:14). Through the cross, believers are
reconciled vertically to God and
horizontally to one another. Christian
community, therefore, is fundamentally
a theological reality created through
the reconciling work of Jesus Christ
rather than merely a sociological
phenomenon.

The biblical concept of community
develops further through God’s
covenant relationship with Israel.
Rather than redeeming isolated
individuals, God called Abraham to
become the father of a covenant nation
(Genesis 12:1-3). Israel’s identity was
fundamentally communal. Their
worship, festivals, laws and covenant
obligations all reinforced their shared
identity as God’s people.

The covenant at Mount Sinai
illustrates this communal dimension
vividly. God addressed Israel
collectively, calling them “a kingdom
of priests and a holy nation” (Exodus
19:6). Their obedience or disobedience
affected the entire community.
Blessings and judgments likewise
possessed communal dimensions.

Community in the
Ministry of Jesus

Jesus expanded and fulfilled this
covenant vision by establishing a new
covenant community centered upon
Himself. He consistently challenged
individualistic understandings of
religion by calling disciples into shared
life. They traveled together, learned
together, prayed together, ministered
together and eventually suffered
together.

The New Testament consistently
employs corporate metaphors to
describe the Church. Believers
constitute the Body of Christ (1
Corinthians 12:12-27), the household
of God (Ephesians 2:19), a holy temple
(Ephesians 2:21), a chosen race (1
Peter 2:9) and a spiritual family. None
of these metaphors permits an isolated
understanding of Christian life.

The image of the Body particularly
emphasizes interdependence. Each
member possesses unique gifts, yet
every member depends upon the
others for healthy functioning. Paul
deliberately rejects spiritual
individualism by insisting that “the eye
cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need
ofyou™ (1 Corinthians 12:21). Spiritual
maturity therefore develops within
community rather than apart from it.

The Missional Nature of
Community

Christian community also
possesses an inherently missionary
character. Jesus declared that the
world’s recognition of His disciples
would depend upon their love for one
another (John 13:35). Likewise, His
high priestly prayer connected the unity
of believers with the world’s faith in His
divine mission (John 17:21).

This relationship between
community and mission remains
profoundly significant. Evangelism is
strengthened when unbelievers
witness authentic Christian fellowship.
Conversely, internal division and
relational dysfunction undermine the
credibility of the Gospel. Small groups
therefore become practical
expressions of the Church’s
missionary witness because they
visibly demonstrate the reconciling
power of Christ.

Community as
Spiritual Formation

Spiritual growth occurs most
effectively within relationships.
Scripture repeatedly commands
believers to encourage one another,
instruct one another, bear one
another’s burdens, confess sins to one
another, forgive one another, and pray
for one another. These “one another”
commands cannot be practiced
adequately within anonymous
congregational settings alone.

Consequently, small groups provide
an ideal environment where these
biblical commands become practical

realities. Within intimate gatherings,
believers experience the relational
dimensions of salvation that large
worship services alone cannot
consistently provide.

Stages in Group Life:
A Biblical Perspective

Christian community does not
develop instantly. Just as spiritual
maturity is a progressive process,
healthy small groups also develop
gradually through identifiable stages of
relational, spiritual and organizational
growth. Every group begins with
enthusiasm, encounters challenges,
establishes norms, achieves maturity
and eventually prepares for
multiplication or closure.
Understanding these developmental
stages enables leaders to guide
members wisely through each phase
without becoming discouraged by
temporary conflicts or
misunderstandings.

The New Testament consistently
portrays the Church as a living body
that grows toward maturity (Ephesians
4:11-16). Growth is therefore both
organic and spiritual. Every Christian
group, regardless of its size or
purpose, experiences developmental
transitions that require patience,
humility, biblical leadership, and
dependence upon God’s grace.
Recognizing these stages allows
leaders to respond appropriately to the
changing needs of the group while
maintaining unity and spiritual focus.

( Conclusion ]

Leaders must encourage honest
communication while preventing
criticism from becoming destructive.
The Apostle Paul captures this
principle when he exhorts believers to
“bear with one another in love, eager
to maintain the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:2—
3). Christian unity is not the absence
of differences but the faithful practice
of reconciliation under the lordship of
Christ. o
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An Ode to the Evening

O, the sweet splendid shade of the evening,

How thy splendour reveals thy glorious descent!
Thou art so thrilling, enthralling and exciting,
Thine majesty isimmeasurably so magnificent!
| am in love with this time of the day,

Thou hast filled my soul with all thy beauty;

Like a lover, | keep gazing at thee, o thou, the evening,
It's in thine magnificent beauty that | am swayed away;
Thine arrival might seem silent, yet noteworthy,
How beautiful, more blissful is this evening!

| make my steps move in this shade,
| gush my anguish, sloosh my grief;
And as | move, my fears, | shed,
It's in thine arms, sheer deep relief.

The breeze of the cool, the billows of the cloud,
The fading of the sun, the fainting of the light,
Makes it all a perfect blend;

The chirping of the birds so clear and loud,
Makes its way to the fainting of the light,

O, this evening is the legend!

As the setting sun sinks in this evening

So my soul, it yearns to sink into the love
The arms of the evening wide open in embracing

The mighty into its gracious arms of love
O this endearment, so pure and pleasing

O this love, so divine and mesmerizing
The glow of the shade is bright in sinking

My heart is lifted now in praising
In my Maker’s love, I'm mesmerizing
The glow of His glory is the brightest in this sinking.

O, the sweet splendid shade of the evening,
How thy splendour reveals thy glorious descent!
Thou art just a piece of an art so glazing,

Thine Maker’s handiwork has made thee look more pleasant;

When | enjoy thy warmth and thy glow
More glorious thou art with the Maker’s presence
And whilst | move through the shady silent evening
| enjoy thee through the high and low
And as | move on it all makes to me great sense

How beautiful, more blissful has the Maker made this evening!

Phibin John

Mumbai

G J

"The heavens
declare the glory
of God; And the
firmament shows
His handiwork.
Day unto day
utters speech,
And night unto
night reveals
knowledge. In
them He has set a
tabernacle for the
sun, Which is like
a bridegroom
coming out of his
chamber, And
rejoices like a
strong man to run
its race. Its rising
is from one end of
heaven, And its
circuit to the other
end" (Psalms 19)
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(CYouth Foru m) When Anxiety Takes Over:
Learning to Trust God With Tomorrow

“Therefore | say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about
your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the
birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them.

Are you not of more value than they?" (Matthew 6:25-26)

~

J

Sometimes, even when we know
that God is in control, our minds still
struggle to be quiet.

We think about our future - where
we will be, where life will take us,
whether we are making the right
decisions and what tomorrow will look
like. One thought leads to another and
before we realize it, we are carrying
the weight of things that haven’t even
happened yet.

| have experienced this too. There
are moments when | find myself
thinking, “Where will | be? What will
happen? Where will | reach in life? Will
everything work out?” And the more we
think about these questions, the more
anxious we can become.

But I am learning something: | may
not know what my future holds, but |
can trust the God who does.

Have you ever stopped to look at
the birds in the sky? They don’t worry
about where their next meal will come
from. They simply go about their day,
and God provides for them.

Jesus said: “Look at the birds of
the air; they do not sow or reap or store
away in barns, and yet your heavenly
Father feeds them” (Matthew 6:26).

If God takes care of the birds, how
much more will He take care of us?

Yet we humans worry so much. We
worry about tomorrow, our future, our
careers, our finances, our relationships
and so many things that are still
unknown. We sometimes carry
tomorrow’s worries today.

Mebina Alexander

Abraham
\ /

But Jesus reminds us not to live
that way: “Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about
itself” (Matthew 6:34).

This doesn’t mean we should stop
planning, working or doing our part. It
simply means that we don’t have to
live in fear of what tomorrow may bring.
We can do what we can today and
trust God with what we cannot control.

And when anxiety begins to take
over, perhaps the best thing we can
do is come closer to God.

Pray about it.

Talk to God about everything that
is troubling your heart. Tell Him your
fears, your questions, your plans, and
even the things you don’t know how to
explain.

Spend time in His Word.

Listen to worship and devotional
songs when your mind feels heavy.
Sometimes, a simple song can remind
us of God’s promises when our

thoughts are trying to convince us
otherwise.

Come into His presence. Because
when we spend too much time
listening to our fears, our fears become
louder. But when we spend more time
listening to God, we are reminded of
who He is.

Anxiety asks, “What if something
goes wrong?”

Faith reminds us, “God will be with
me.”

We may not know exactly where
we will be tomorrow, next year or even
years from now. But we can trust the
One who already knows.

Maybe we don’t need to figure out
our entire future today. Maybe we just
need to take one step at a time, one
prayer at a time and one day at a time
- with God.

So, when anxiety comes, don’t run
deeper into your thoughts. Run closer
to God.

Give Him the future you cannot
control. Give Him the questions you
don’t have answers to. Give Him the
plans you are afraid might not work out.

And remind yourself: God is already
in my tomorrow. | may not know what
my future holds, but I can trust the God
who does.

May we learn to trust Him a little
more each day, surrender our worries
into His hands and find peace in
knowing that we never walk into the
future alone. [0)

"But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things.
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble" (Matthew 6:33,34)
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| read the
following
story and
it inculc-
ated a
sense of
awe and |

come to me and do not | marvelled

hinder them" at  the
ways of

our God
Almighty. Awoman was reading her daily
scriptural portion from the book of
Malachi, where she came across a verse
which made her think. It said, “He will sit
as a refiner and purifier of silver”. After
reading the verse she had a desire to
understand the actual meaning of the
verse for a better meditation. The verse
compares God’s role with that of a
silversmith. Hence, she approached a
silversmith to watch him at his work and
gain a first-hand knowledge of purifying
silver. She observed the process carefully
to learn how he goes about refining the
silver. As she was looking, she saw that
he held a piece of silver over the fire and
heated it to a very high temperature.
When asked about it, the silversmith
explained that, during refining, one
needs to hold the silver in the middle of
the fire where the flames will be the
hottest as to burn away all the impurities.
The woman imagined herself in the
hands of God, the silversmith, where she
was being heated by various tests and
trials to refine her and remove all
impurities and make her faith stronger
in God. The verse says that He sits as a
refiner and purifier of silver. She asked
the silversmith if it was true that he had
to sit there in front of the fire for the whole
time during the refining process. The
silversmith answered “yes”, he had to
sit there holding the silver and moreover,
he had to keep his eyes on the silver the
entire time it was being refined in the
fire. If the silver was left even a moment
longer in the flames, it would be
destroyed and will not be useful

"Let the little children

"God and Silversmith Analogy "

4 )

[ Juby Anoop, UK ]

G /

anymore. The woman asked
the silversmith, “How do you know when
the silver is fully refined?” He answered,
“Oh that’s easy, it is refined when | see
my image in it”.

This story clearly helped me to learn
about the manner in which God brings
us through tests and trials. God is our
silversmith and we are the silver in His
hands. God may lead us through very
tough and painful situations but take
heart as those will be times of refinement
in our lives. Just like the silver, God may
put us in the hottest point of the fire for a
short period. The silver has to go through
this process to be pure and to increase
its value. Similarly when we pass through
some difficult trials in our lives we
become purer and clean in God’s sight.

Next what amazes me is that
silversmith sits at the fire and sets his
eyes on the silver throughout the time it
is heated as he holds the silver on the
fire. Similarly we too in our times of
testing and trials may feel that we are left
alone and God has forsaken us and
does not care for us. On the contrary God
is holding us in His hands and watching
over us when we are passing through
the hottest trials. He always has His eyes
on us throughout those tough times of
refinement in our lives. Bible says, He
will never leave us nor forsake us.

The silversmith holds the silver to be

purified from all its impurities,
sitting in front of the heat though
out the process, because it
could not be left alone as it
would turn out to be useless if
it is left a bit longer in the heat.
It is marvellous to see that the
silversmith has to watch the

silver closely. So, he sits in front

of the burning fire despite the heat he
has to bare. Just like the silversmith,
God the creator, purifier and perfector of
His children understand our pain as we
are sent through the toughest times in
order to see a refined person, fruitful for
others and His kingdom.

Metaphorically we can see that God
won’t lead us into trials which we cannot
bear. He knows our strengths and
weakness and our threshold of holding
on in trials. Bible says in 1 Corinthians
10:13: ‘God is faithful; he will not let you
be tempted beyond what you can bear’.

However many times we question
God as to why God wants us to go
through such difficult and distressful
situations in our lives. The answer lies
in the last few lines of the above story.
God wants us to pass through these
tests and trials in our lives in order to
make God'’s face shine through us. Thus,
we His children would be able to reflect
our wonderful God through our refined
lives and set an example for other.

The main purpose of purification is
not only to refine us but also to change
and mould us into something useful. The
Bible says in Proverbs 25:4, ‘Remove
impurities from the silver and the
silversmith can craft a fine chalice’. Thus
refining our lives makes us useful
vessels in God’s hands to fulfil His
purpose on earth.

Dear friends, remember, today if you
feel the heat of the fiery trials in your life;
do not panic because you are safe in
God’s hands and He has His eyes on
you. He will not let you to be perished but
will watch over you until you come out
refined and pure. (<]

"He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, And purge them as
gold and silver, That they may offer to the Lord An offering in righteousness" (Malachi 3:3)
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MATRIMONIAL

Syrian Christian Pentacostal Parents
prayerfully invite marriage proposals
for their God fearing, Spirit filled, born
again, baptised, non ornament
wearing daughter (Age: 27 Yrs,
Height: 155 cm, Complexion: Fair).
She is a MBBS Graduate with Kerala
Medical Council Registration and
currently seeking opportunities for
PG. Seeking suitable proposals from
born again, baptised, God fearing,
Spirit filled Pentecostal professional
grooms.

Kindly contact : +91 9322970525
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HEBRON BIBLE COLLEGE
ESTABLISHED IN 1992

Vision :
Light up the villages of Maharashtra
through living word.

Fully owned and managed by IPC Maharashtra State

Diploma in Theology (D.Th)

Hindi Medium - 2 Years full time course.
Food and accommodation free

Day scholars are indeed permitted from in
and around Panvel

34 Years of

Qd's Faithfuw

Pr. PM. Cherian Pr. K.M. Varghese Pr. K.A. Mathew Evg. Varghese Kollakompil
Vice-President Secretary) Administrator

President

PRAY FOR MAHARASHTRA

p }Nandurbar
Mumbai

Jalgaon 38

Pray for Maharashtra & its
12.96 Crore people
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