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jÚORa v]w~L-yR¾ jLU 
NkSpL-Y-¾]¤ vqO-¾-e-RoÐV 
RRhvU BNY-z]-¨O-ÐO. jÚORa 
AjO-NY-z-¾]jOU jÚORa yn-
pORa AjO-NY-z-¾]jOU kOr-¾O-

çvqORa AjO-NY-z-¾]jOU jÚORa v]w~L 
yU oOXL-Í-q-oL-p]-¾}-q-eU. jÚORa W¡-
¾LvV CT SsLW-¾]¤ ^}v]-\ÿ] -qOÐ 
WLs¾V ksqOU Av-j]¤ v]w~-y]\ÿO IÐV 
yOv]-Sw-x-°-t]¤ jLU vLp]-¨O-ÐO. ASj 
WU RpzP-h-ÓL¡ R\ÐV SpwO-v]¤ v]w~-y]-
\ÿO- IÐO WLeO-ÐO. v]w~-y]-\ÿ-v-qL-eSsæL 
v]w~L-y]-W-¥. A°-Rj-pOç v]w~L-y]-W-tO-
oL-p] SpwO-NW]-yVfO ja-¾]p KqO yUnL-x-
evOU Af]R£ kq]-e]-f-l-svOU SpLz-
ÐL¢ 8&¤ vLp]-¨O-ÐO-ºV. fÐ]¤ v]w~-
y]\ÿ RpzP-h-ÓL-SqLaV SpwO kr´O ""IR£ 
v\-j-¾]¤ j]°¥ j]s-j]¤¨-eU, yf|U 
Ar]-p-eU, yf|U j]°Rt y~f-NÍ-qL¨OU 
IË]Ss j]°¥ vLyV-f-v-¾]¤ IR£ 
w]x|-ÓL-qL-WP. B v]w~L-y]-W-¥¨V AfV k]a]-
\ÿ]-sæ. Av¡ kr´O ̀ °¥ ANm-zL-o]R£ 
yÍ-f]-W-tL-eV, B¡¨OU Kq]-¨sOU Aa]-o-W-
tL-p]-qO-Ð]-Ÿ]-sæ. Av¡ kLkU R\áO-Ð-vqOU 
kLk-¾]jV Aa]-o-W-tO-oL-ReÐV AvRq oj-
ô]-sL-¨O-vL¢ W¡-¾LvV èo]-\ÿO. Av¡ 
yÚf]-\ÿ]sæ. Av-qORa k]fL-RvÐV Av¡ 
An]-oL-j]-¨OÐ ANmzLU ^j]-\ÿ-f]jOU 
oOSÒ-pOçvjLeV fLRjÐV kr-´-SÕL¥ 
fÐ]¤ v]w~-y]-\ÿ-v-qL-p-v¡ IÍO-R\-pV-Rf-
SÐL? fRÐ Ir]-pO-vL¢ WRsæ-aO-¾O. v]w~L-
y]-W-tSsæ Av¡ CT kLk-¾]¤ j]ÐOU v]aO-
f¤ NkLk]-¨L¢ oj-ô]-sæL¾ v]w~L-y]-W-¥. 
AvRq RfLŸL¤ SpwO-v]R£ SjRq-pL-Re-
Ë]sOU Av¡ WRsæ-aO-¨OU. 

ASÕL-yV-fs NkvQ-¾]-W¥ IŸLU AÈ|L--
p-¾]¤ Av]-aO-RçLqO ojO-x|-¢. v]w~-y]\ÿV 
yVjL-j-So-ã-v¢. fRÐ-Õã] k]RÐ kSNfL yV 
kr-pO-ÐfV j} j]R£ vx-t¾U v]ŸV oLj-yL-
Í-q-RÕ-a-e-Ro-ÐL-eV. vx-t¾U v]aL-Rf, 
oLj-yL-Í-q-RÕ-aLRf ""v]w~-y]\ÿV yVjL-j-So-
ã'' v]w~Ly]. IÍL CSÕL¥ oj-ô]-sL-p]-

Ssæ, v]w~L-y-o]-sæL¾ v]w~L-y]-W-tORºÐV 
AvjOU ASf wOèPx R\pVfV keU yÒL-
h]-¨L-jLeV v]w~-y]\ÿV yVjL-j-So-ã-fV. Av 
R£ ̂ }v]-f-¾]jV oLã-RoLÐOU DºL-p]-Ÿ]-sæ. 

RRhv-kO-NfRj v}ºOU NWPw]-¨O-Ð-vqOU 
AvjV SsLWL-kvLhU vqO-¾O-Ð-vqOU oLj-
yL-Í-q-¾]-Ss¨O kOfO-¨O-vL-jOç yL 
È|f jxV-a-RÕ-aO-¾]-p-v-qO-oLp] KqO WPŸU 
v]w~L-y]-WRt INmLp SsXjU BrLU 
AÈ|L-p-¾]¤ WLeLU. Kq]-¨¤ NkWL-wjU 
sn]-\ÿ-v-¡, y~¡-«}p hLjU By~-h]-\ÿ-v-¡, kq]-
wO-ÈL-ÄL-v]Rj NkLk]-\ÿ-v¡, RRhv-¾]R£ 
jsæ-v-\-jvOU vqO-vL-jOç SsLW-¾]R£ 
w©]pOU By~-h]-\ÿ-v-¡. Av¡ v]w~L-y]-
W¥ ARsæÐV BqV kr-pOU? IÐL¤ ANf-
S¾LtU vÐ]ŸOU k]ÓL-r]-SÕL-p-v-qL-eV. y~¡-
«-¾]R£ ka]-vL-f]¤ vRq vÐ]ŸV Dç]¤ -Nk-
Sv-w]-¨L-Rf-SkL-p-v-¡. A°RjpOçv¡ 
¨V KqO jsæ hQxV-aL-Í-oLeV CyV-W-q]-SpL¾L 
pPhL. 

`L¢ KqO-jLtOU j]°Rt Ar]-´]-Ÿ]-sæL-
RpÐV W¡-¾LvV kr-pO-Ð-v-qLp KqO WPŸU 
BtO-W¥ DºV (o¾L. 21-&23). Av¡ W¡-¾L-
v]R£ jLo-¾]¤ Nkv-¡-¾]-\ÿ-v-qL-eV, nPf-
°Rt kOr-¾L-¨]-p-v-qL-eV, v}q|-Nk-v-¡-¾]-
W¥ R\pV-f-v-qL-eV. AvRq v]w~L-y]-W-tL-
p]-ŸSsæ SsLWU Ar]-´]-q]-¨O-Ð-fV. W¡-
¾LSvL AvRq KqO jLtOU Ar]-´]-Ÿ]-sæ. 
Ai-¡VÚU Nkv-¡-¾]-¨O-Ð-v-qL-p] -ŸLeV 
AvRq WqO-fO-Ð-fV. W¡-¾LvV Ar]-pL¾ 
W¡-¾Q-hL-y-ÓL-¡, oe-vL-t¢ Ar]-pL¾ 
oe-vL-Ÿ]-W-¥, A-v]-w~L-y]-W-tLp v]w~L-y]-
W-¥.  

CT vW- B-tO-W-Rt-R¨LºV CRÐ-v]-
RapOU ynL-Í-q}ƒU os]-j-oL-p]-q]-¨O-ÐO. 
fÚ]¤ fÚ]¤ A-k-vL-h-°tOU Ak-W}-¡-¾]-
WtOU kr´V Nk\-q]-Õ]\ÿV ^p]-¨L¢ èo]-¨O-
ÐO. Ai]-WLqU k]a]-¨L¢ oOSÒLŸO vqO-ÐO. 
RRhv-o-¨-tLp jLU v]w~L-y-¾]¤ j]s 
j]ÐV NkSpL^-j-oOç oLj-kL-Nf-oLp] f}qO-
vL¢ Svº] vt-Rq-p-i]WU NkL¡-À]-¨-eU. 

PastorK. A. Mathew

j]°¥ v]w~L-y-¾]¤ Cq]-¨O-ÐO-SvL?
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Terminology

The term apostasy has been derived from
the Greek root, APOSTASY which means 'falling
away', 'a withdrawal' or 'a defection'. The word
is seldom found in the English translation of
the Bible, however, its various descriptions are
sufficiently evident in the Scriptures. In the Old
Testament period we
understand it in the life
of Israel (2 Chr. 29:19,
Jer. 2:19). The
prophetical books,
especially the latter
prophets emphatically
spoke out about the
apostate nature of Israel
(Isa. 1:3-4; 14,15; chs
30-31; Jer. 2:2; 3;1,2:
Eze. chs 7,8; Hos. 11;
Mal. chs 1&2 etc). In the
New Testament, this
term has been used to
denote as a terrible sign
of the 'End Time' (2 Tim.
3; 2 Thes. 2:3; Acts
21:21).

Definition & Description:

“Apostasy is an intentional falling away or a
withdrawal or a defection”, a comment-ator
remarks. Many Christians do not know exactly
what is the reality of apostasy. It is neither
unbelief nor even disbelief nor the ignorance of
the truth..It is more than that and very
dangerous. Apostasy is deliberate rejection of
the truth of the gospel and denial of the Son of
God even after having been enlightened..This
is one of the warnings the writer of Hebrews
tells the readers (Heb. 10:26-39). The
abandoning of the fellowship with God and with
each other and willful repulsion from the new
covenant would lead anybody to apostasy.

APOSTASY :
Alarming Trend of the Day!

Apostasy happens not overnight but gradually
and steadily and eventually takes a person or a
community into utter damnation. As mentioned
above it is not just a lack of faith nor an inability
to believe. It is a terrible package of sin which
definitely brings out fiery judgment.

Most of the time we may not be able to
realize how it takes
place in our lives.
Perhaps we feel that,
yes, everything goes on
amazingly well and we
are standing in the right
place and, certainly, the
Lord is with us. We
often count on the
improvement in our
material and physical
settings and make our
own conclusion that
things are all right! On
the contrary, if we take
some time to asses our
spiritual alignment and
aspiration we may meet
with certain puzzling

realities. Apostle Paul rightly puts this in the
epistle of Titus: “They profess to know God,
but they deny Him by their works. They are
detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work”
(1:16). We should be very cautious to canonize
that our material prosperity is the sign of our
spiritual growth. Cain might be the first apostate
in human history who deliberately refused the
counsel of God. Surprisingly, his generation was
the most prosperous by all their acxhievements
in areas of human life and they contributed much
to the development of then known world (Gen.
4:17-24). The dignity of our faith has to be
measured not on external achievements but
rather on our inner strength of the godliness,
conviction of the truth and transparency of our
relationships.

The abandoning of the
fellowship with God and with

each other and willful
repulsion from the new

covenant would lead anybody
to apostasy. Apostasy does

not happen overnight but
gradually and steadily and

eventually takes a person or a
community into utter

damnation. It is not just a lack
of faith nor an inability to

believe. It s a terrible package
of sin which definitely brings

out fiery judgment.

"At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other,
and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of the

increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but the one who stands firm to
the end will be saved" (Matt. 24:10-13)

Pastor
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The apostasy can gradually creep into our
life, if we are not cautious and careful. When
we fail to honour our Father and perceive the
value of the priceless blood of Christ and fail to
soften our hearts toward the gentle voice of the
Spirit, we are standing at a dangerous point of
our path. While disregarding the truth of the holy
scriptures and listening to the misleading words
of faulty preachers and teachers even if they
are impressively presented, we purposely
embrace apostasy. Today there are many who
appear on the scene to put this venom in a
tactful way and many Christians swallow it
without discerning it. Consequently, they fall into
a bleak situation and finally lose the light of life.
Our lethargic attitude towards spiritual matters
and life is becoming a cause of this kind of
temptation. The spirit of anti-christ is already
at work in the world (1 John 3:3). His purpose
is to distract the church
from the godly life and
sound doctrine so that he
can take charge and
implement his anti-
scriptural ideas and all
kinds of demonic plans.
The kind of rebellion,
abominable acts in the
churches, blackmailing
others, backbiting, lust for
positions, lust for wealth,
storing materials not
sharing with others,
luxurious living,
commercializing of gospel, etc. are the by-
products of apostasy today. When we fail to
love righteousness and fail to hate lawlessness,
we pave the way for apostasy. When we
consider worldliness is more satisfying factor
(modern fashions and beauty trends, immodest
dress, etc.) than the kingdom of God or
scriptural godliness, doubtless we are hugging
apostasy. It is not a surprise today that we meet
these kinds of  tendencies in even Pentecostal
churches. The apostasy is not relevant for other
communities because they never tasted the
sweetness of the truth. However what about the
Pentecostals? We left all kinds of futile rituals
and received the reality of genuine faith which
is purely based on the Holy Bible. But now, are
we remaining in the same standard and serenity
or are we withdrawing from the truth?

When Apostle Paul predicts the end-time
signs he obviously brings out a list of events

which eventually lead people into growing
apostasy (2 Tim. 3:1, 4:5). He foresaw the
defection in the ranks of church members that
would characterize the church in the last days.
A few of such apostate symbols are: love for
self, lust for wealth, inflated egos, disobedience,
traitors, having the form of godliness but denying
the power thereof, etc. We can see these kinds
of expressions very clearly among the so-called
spiritual community. Many may profess
godliness but never are able to show the
transforming power of the gospel. This is one of
the horrible faces of the church today. "They
will attend the church and go through the
motions of religion, but they do not practice
what they profess”, the great commentator John
Phillips laments. Apparently this is the true color
of the Christians of our time. The number of
devotees are increasing but of course not the

number of disciples.
Therefore apostasy
becomes evident in the
Christian community.

Conclusion

More than ever before,
the church has to discern
the  time and should be
very diligent to the
situation. The church
should not become
defenseless or vulnerable
to the unscriptural
utterances of so-called

preachers. On the outset we may not realize
the venom they try to spread. But they are the
prophets of apostasy and the toys in the hands
of devil. Even if they preach good and do some
miracles, we need to test their spirit whether
they are from God or not. This is what the Bible
teaches. More than the product the producer is
important. If the producer is genuine and godly
the product also would be acceptable. The good
tree produces good fruit. We need to definitely
know that apostasy is not a mere disability to
believe in the truth, but a total  rejection of the
grace and truth of the word. Even the disciples
of Jesus sometimes were not able to
believe.(Mark 4:40; Matt. 17:20; 16:5-11). Hence
apostasy is falling away from the truth of the
Word of Christ and denying the enlightenment
of the Spirit. It ultimately leads to total rejection
of the Godhead and consequently to the final
judgment.

We left all kinds of futile
rituals and received the reality

of genuine faith which is
purely based on the Holy
Bible. But now, are we
remaining in the same

standard and serenity or are
we withdrawing from the

truth?

Today there are
many who

appear on the
scene to put this

venom in a
tactful way and

many Christians
swallow it

without
discerning it
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and fail to hate
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Apostle Paul greets a person called Apelles
who is not a well known figure in the Christian
faith. The reference to him is limited to just one
verse in the Bible! But the salutation has
something special in its contents – ‘tried and
tested in Christ’. The church in Rome was not
a church established by Paul. It was composed
of Jewish and gentile believers. The church may
well have been started by believers, converted
in Paul’s missionary journeys and came to settle
in Rome from different regions of the Roman
Empire, rather than through any particular
evangelistic efforts by any apostle in Rome –
since neither Paul nor Luke nor any New
Testament writer mentions
any. Paul is writing to a
church that he has never
visited and a casual reading
of the epistle does not
convey the idea that he is
dealing with any situational
issues. Instead, Paul uses
the epistle to present the
big picture, laying down the
doctrine of soteriology
(doctrine of ‘salvation’). In
the conclusion of the letter,
the apostle is greeting a
dear brother in Christ,
Apelles, who is worthy to be
acknowledged for his
acceptance in Christ. .

Who was Apelles?
The name seems to be

a Greek one and also a name common among
Jews. The name means ‘Exclusion’ or
‘Separation’ and was very apt in the personal
life of the person bearing that name in the church
in Rome. Although we do not have many details
about the person, he probably was well known
to all the believers in the first century as a person
tested by God and proved to be faithful in Christ.
The Greek word used for ‘approved’ is ‘Ton
dokimon’, meaning ‘tried and true’. (The same
word can be seen in 1 Cor. 11:19, 2 Cor. 10:17,
2 Cor. 13:7). We do not know what trials,
hardships and severe tests were faced by

Salute Apelles!
“Greet Apelles, tried and tested in Christ”

(Romans 16:10)

Apelles. But whatever they may be, he
withstood all the fiery trials as a great
encouragement to others who were similarly
tried.

Do we ever think about getting such an
approval in our Christian life? All are very eager
to get as much acceptance from others as
possible. Some may win some kind of
acceptance and some others can’t, but still
waiting for some worldly approval! But the fact
is, we need an immediate change in our goal to
achieve worldly acceptance which is
abominable in the sight of God because filthy
ways are used to achieve the approval of human

beings rather than the
approval of Christ. A person
approved in Christ is one
who has shown himself as
a faithful and sincere
Christian and who has given
many proofs of his sincerity,
zeal and steadiness
towards God and His plans.

How can one gain the
approval of Christ?

Worldly approval may
be easy to come by but
approval of God is quite
difficult. God approves none
except through Christ – not
of any other account of
one’s own commendations
or those of others. Often
times, what is highly

esteemed of men may be abominable in the
sight of God. Apelles was one who was approved
in Christ – approved of God in Christ. God does
not approve any one on the score of their own
works which are in themselves like ‘filthy rags’,
polluted and unclean. God’s approval goes to a
person in Christ, ‘His beloved Son in whom He
is well pleased’. Apelles was approved of God
because through His Son, both the person and
his services are accepted.

1. Apelles was a man who proved to be
in Christ:

For getting the approval of God in Christ,

Pastor
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one has to show to the public that he belongs
to Christ. Our God has eternal purposes and
decrees for mankind. And He proved His love -
adorned with His own grace and clothed with
His justifying righteousness – and displayed it
to humanity in due time. So
one who believed and pledged
to live according to the will of
God has to serve Him faithfully
in this generation and prove to
the world that he belongs to
Christ, the Messiah.

2. Apelles had proved his
faith to himself:

 He proved his discipleship
of Christ to himself, to his own
satisfaction by self
examination that Christ was in
him. He made sure of his faith
in Christ, his love for His gospel
against all heresies and in the face of all
oppositions and persecutions that he went
through. His faith remained firm and he abode
by the interest of his Redeemer who died for
him.

3. Apelles proved his position in Christ
to others:

He proved to be in the ‘religion of Christ’, as
the description goes in the Arabic version. It

means he was sincere, upright and faithful for
all to see. His faith was unfeigned and his love
was without dissimulation as they appeared to
others. In the words of Jesus, he was ‘an
Israelite indeed, in whom there was no guile’. If

he was a preacher of the Word,
he did not corrupt it, but spoke
in all sincerity and in truth in
the sight of God. Apelles was
ready to proclaim what the
Word of God really meant. If he
was not a preacher, just an
ordinary believer, he was one
who desired the sincere milk of
the Word of God.

So in all respects, Apelles
was not only a man who got the
approval of God in Christ, but
also of all good men and caught
the attention of Apostle Paul.

On account of his being in Christ, united to Him
and closely attached to His service, he brought
honor and glory to the Lord. As Lord’s people
who have various and widely diversified
characteristics, do we ever consider emulating
such a distinguished character like Apelles who
stands out with a short testimonial as a person
tested and approved by God in Christ?

If Apelles was a
preacher of the Word,
he did not corrupt it,

but spoke in all
sincerity and in truth in
the sight of God.  If he
was not a preacher,

just an ordinary
believer, he was one

who desired the
sincere milk of the

Word of God.

He made sure of
his faith in Christ,

his love for His
gospel against all

heresies and in
the face of all

oppositions and
persecutions that
he went through.

His faith
remained firm

and he abode by
the interest of his

Redeemer who
died for him.

the Old Testament teaches about this subject
and what the New Testament teaches about
this subject, otherwise it is possible that you
end up with incomplete information and
instruction.  For instance if you study the
teaching concerning Passover, Sabbath,
sacrifices, priesthood, the tabernacle, the
temple, and many other subjects like that, only
from the Old Testament you will only have
information which God gave to Israel through
Moses who lived in a different dispensation under
a different covenant. All of these are types. So
look up the New Testament teachings,
meanings and fulfillments to learn the correct
understanding for us in this dispensation.

Write Down  References. Write down the
references, that is the name of the Book(s),
chapter(s), and verse(s), that deal with the
subject you wish to study now. Find out where
in the Bible this topic is first mentioned and
where it is last mentioned, and of course all the
other references in between.

Understand the Context.  Read the verses
and/or even chapter before and after the
particular verse to get an understanding of the
context of the topic.

Ask Questions .What does each one of
these verses reveal about the topic? What is
the definition or meaning of the word or topic?
Who are the people related to the topic?  Who
said what concerning the topic? Who practiced
the topic? What is the result or outcome of this
practice? Does it bring glory and honor to God?
Does it help me to have a closer walk with the
Lord? Does it encourage others in their Christian
life? You may ask more appropriate questions
that can shed more light on the topic.

Organize the references, information,
teachings, thoughts and ideas in an orderly
progressive manner and enjoy studying the
Bible using this method. Practice in your life
the uncompromising teachings of God’s Holy
Word. Encourage others to do Topical Bible
Study of the eternal Word of God as well.

"Topical Bible Study" Method  .  .  .  . Continuataion from page 7

Practice
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Bible Study

 Human life is full of so
many concerns and
issues.  People often go
to the wrong places to
find answers to these
challenges. Often, human
tendency is to find out
what famous people said
or say about this, that or
the other matter. There is
no human being,
regardless of how much
of a scholar he or she may be, who has perfect
knowledge on all topics. It is of utmost
importance to know what God says about any
matter. How wonderful it is to know that Jehovah
God, our all knowing Heavenly Father does not
want His children to be ignorant concerning
matters that are vital to live a life here on earth
that pleases Him! So God has spoken and
revealed so much information about numerous
matters. Not only matters that pertain to live a
holy life but also on so many other matters that
He is pleased to inform and instruct us humans.
So what ever topic is of interest to you, first of
all go to the Bible to find out, “what does God
says about that?”  If a
definite clear straight
answer is not found in
the Word of God about a
particular situation there
are principles that we
can find in the Bible that
we should follow.

Isn’t it so good to
hear someone asking,
“What does the Bible
says about this subject?” or “What did God say
about this matter?” or “What did Jesus say
about that matter?” Well, Topical Bible Study
Method is one of the best ways to find out what
God, our loving Father, says about so many
situations and subjects. God has spoken
concerning angels and demons, anger and sin,
beauty and vanity, blessings and cursings,
Creator and creation, courage and cowardice,

dedication and deception,
depravity and deliverance,
darkness and light,
encouragement and
enemies, family and foes,
faith and fear, godliness
and ungodliness,
generosity and stinginess,
heaven and hell , joy and
jealousy, love and hate,
maturity and immaturity,
obedience and rebellion,

rest and work, temptation and victory, unity,
worship, and worldliness and the list goes on
and on.

It is said that Topical Bible study method
was the favorite bible study method the great
evangelist of last century, Dwight  L. Moody,
used as he studied the word of God.

This is one of the easiest methods.
Tools .You need a Bible and an Exhaustive

Bible Concordance to look up the verses
where the topic you wish to study is mentioned
in the Bible. All the references, that is book(s),
chapter(s), and verse(s) regarding any subject
or word in the Bible is listed in the Exhaustive

Bible Concordance. A
Topical Bible is helpful in
this study as well. A Bible
Dictionary will help you
find words that are related
to the topic you are
studying.

Of course, like in any
other study you need
pen and notebook.

Select a Subject or
Topic. Decide what topic you wish to study
and write that down.

Remember there are other words, phrases
and synonyms related to the topic you choose.
Make a list of those related words and phrases
and it’s meaning in the right context.

Look Up the Old Testament as well as
the New Testament. You need to study what

. . . .  Continued on page 6

How wonderful
it is to know that
Jehovah God,
our all knowing
Heavenly Father
does not want
His children to
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matters that are
vital to live a
life here on
earth that
pleases Him!

Topical Bible Study Method is one
of the best ways to find out what

God, our loving Father, says
about so many situations and

subjects. It was the favorite bible
study method of the great
evangelist of last century,

Dwight  L. Moody
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The wisest man who ever lived on this earth,
King Solomon, has made this profound statement
that God “has made everything beautiful in its time”
(Eccl. 3:11), which ties perfectly with our today’s
devotional scripture. In the Garden of Eden when
Adam and Eve had disobeyed God’s command
and had eaten the forbidden fruit, they had
distanced themselves from the intimate
relationship that God had always desired from His
ultimate creation. To redeem all of humanity, God
had planned and purposed to send His only
begotten Son Jesus Christ, who came as the
“Seed” of the woman to “bruise the head” of the
serpent (Satan) as was declared by God over 6000
years ago (see Gen. 3:15).

Jesus Christ came to this earth in God’s time
to die and become the ultimate sacrifice for us, so
that we can have a relationship with Him here on
earth, and go to heaven to be with Him for all
eternity. Jesus left His place at the right hand of
God the Father at the precise moment, traveled to
earth to accept humanity and became one of us in
the fullness of time (v. 4). The fullness of time was
God’s appointed time (v. 2), foretold by the prophets
for the coming of Christ and the perfect time in
history when all the world conditions favored His
appearing (1 Cor. 10:11).

At the perfect moment, Jesus Christ was
conceived in the womb of Mary, who then traveled
about 80 miles from Nazareth of Galilee to the city
of Bethlehem to be born in a stable. The timing of
Jesus to be born was perfect from all angles and
this time could only have been conceived in the
heart of an all-knowing God. Jesus came at the
best moment when the Greek culture and
language had spread through the occupation of
the Greek regime under Alexander the Great. The
Roman occupation had created good roads and
territorial boundaries providing easy travel all
around Israel. It was the planning and providence
of God that had put into place the perfect time to

send His beloved Son
into this world!

Apostle Paul
stresses the deity of
Jesus (God’s Son),
His humanity (born of
a woman), and His
subjection to the law.

Born into the world as an Israelite, He was
therefore born under the law. As Son of God, our
Lord Jesus would never have been under the law
since He was the One who gave it. But, in
condescending grace, He put Himself under the
law that He had made, in order that He might
magnify it in His life and bear its curse in His death
in order to free those under the curse of the law (v.
5). Because He is God, His death was infinite in
value, that is, it was sufficient to pay for any number
of sinners. Because He was Man, He could die as
a substitute for man. The price of our redemption
was paid by God in the blood of His Son Jesus
Christ (1 Pet. 1:17, 18), and by Jesus in giving His
life as a ransom for all of us (Matt. 20:28). According
to Govett: “Christ, by nature Son of God, became
Son of man that we, by nature sons of men, might
become sons of God. Wonderful exchange!”

Through His death, our Lord Jesus Christ has
delivered us from the bondage of the law in order
that we might be adopted as His mature sons
with all its responsibilities and privileges (Rom.
8:14,16). Through Christ, we have become God’s
sons by adoption. Regeneration gives us the
relationship; adoption gives us the position. Just
as “God sent forth His Son” in “the fullness of the
time” in world history (v. 4), so God has sent forth
the Spirit of Christ at just the right time for every
person who believes in Christ. Now we can know
intimacy with God the Father because of the
indwelling Holy Spirit in our hearts (see Rom. 8:1–
17).

Today, God is still working behind the scenes
to prepare His moment of intervention in our lives
at the right time. Let us place our total trust in God
– He knows what He is doing in our lives, and He
knows when it will be the proper time to act on our
behalf. Let us trust God for His perfect time for He
alone has made everything beautiful in His time!

“And we know that all things work together for
good to those who love God, to those who are the
called according to His purpose. For whom He
foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to
the image of His Son, that He might be the
firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom
He predestined, these He also called; whom He
called, these He also justified; and whom He
justified, these He also glorified.” (Romans
8:28-30)

“But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son,
born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under

the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.” (Gal. 4:4-5)

GOD has made
eveything "beautiful" in HIS time!

He knows when it will be the proper
time to act on our behalf. Let us trust
God for His perfect time for He alone

has made everything beautiful
in His time!
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The Bible is pretty clear that our
God is not a ‘God of numbers’. He
doesn’t need a multitude to play the
flute for Him. The Old Testament
passage about Gideon tells us the
same. Perhaps Gideon would have
wished to go ahead with thousands of
army men. But God reduced them to
a meagre three hundred. Do you get
that? He isn’t really pleased with
‘numbers’. But here I am, so perplexed
as to why our modern-day-evangelists
are so obsessed with numbers?

Now, let me take you through a New
Testament passage to make my point.
Jesus throughout His ministry, not even
once compromised the ‘Truth’. He
never wished to appease or
please men with words and
thus gather a great crowd on
His side. When you read
John 6, you can understand
this better. The first few
verses deal with the
miraculous feeding of the five
thousand (The gospel says
there were about 5,000 men.
In all, including women and
children, theologians believe there were
over 30,000 of them). Now the same
set of people, the very thousands He
fed, come to Him the next day (6:22).
They want to perhaps see Jesus
perform another grand miracle. Many
of our modern preachers / miracle
workers, would have performed a few
more to keep them entertained,
fascinated and to add another thirty
thousand to the camp. But Jesus,
aware of the reality, annoys them by

Our God:
Not a ‘God of numbers’!

pointing out that they are searching for
the ‘material Jesus’ who would fill their
tummies with earthly bread (6:26). He
follows it up by invoking the truth about
Him, and makes the exclusive claim,

“I am the bread of life; whoever comes
to me shall not hunger, and whoever
believes in me shall not thirst” (6:35).

As the chapter comes to a close
(from verse 60 onward), we read that
those multitudes, the very thousands
who were part of the grand crusade
yesterday, deserted Jesus and no
longer followed Him. Perhaps today’s
preacher would have appealed, “Hey
wait! Where are you all going? We
could talk the issues out”. But even

as the men in clusters left the field,
Jesus without any hesitance, looks at
the Twelve (that remained) and asks
them, “You do not want to leave too,
do you?” (6:67). Jesus left the option
up to them. There was no compulsion
to stay. ‘You could either stay back,
or join the crowd and walk off’. Jesus
wasn’t ready to compromise on the
doctrine. He stood by what He
preached.

The irony is great, here. The
chapter begins with a multitude, but
ends up in twelve. The Twelve, however,
acknowledged the truth, “We believe
and know that you are the Holy One
Of God” (verse 69). Is it not interesting,

that these men who stood by
the Truth on that day when
many left, were to become
later the beacons of Truth, in
Jerusalem and from there to
the ends of the earth?

Let us then brethren,
preach without compromise
or malice, the true doctrine of
the Cross and the gospel of
the Kingdom. God will take

care of the numbers. After all, it is
quality that is required over quantity.
And our Master did say, “Where the
carcass lay, there the vultures will
gather”. So don’t be annoyed when you
see a mob gather around the ‘other
Jesus’, as they wish only to hear and
preach the message of (earthly)
prosperity and blessings. The
weakness of so many modern
Christians is that they feel too much
at home in the world!

Is it not interesting, that these men who stood
by the Truth on that day when many left,

were to become later the beacons of Truth,
in Jerusalem and from there to the ends of the
earth? Let us then, brethren, preach without

compromise or malice, the true doctrine of the
Cross and the gospel of the Kingdom.

God will take care of the numbers!

Asher John, Mumbai

Youth Forum

“The Christian does not think God will love us because we are good, but that God will make us good
because He loves us”

“Eating and reading are two pleasures that combine admirably”
“I can’t imagine a man really enjoying a book and reading it only once”

Quotes from C.S. Lewis

C.S. Lewis
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The books of Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, Deuteronomy and Joshua
chronicle the journey of the children of
Israel from bondage in Egypt to their
promised land of Canaan. The land had
been promised by the Lord to
Abraham’s descendants, while
Abraham was journeying through it
(Genesis 12:1-7). However, as the
Israelites set forth out of Egypt in the
fourth generation from Abraham
(Genesis 15:16), 430 years later
(Exodus 12:40), headed for the land
flowing with milk and honey, they were
faced with 7 nations greater and
mightier than they: the Hitties, the
Girgashites, the Amorites, the
Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites
and the Jebusites (Deuteronomy 7:1).

The Israelites, who had hitherto only
known bondage and slavery in Egypt,
were certainly not trained in military
skill or warfare. Even God
worried that the sight of war
might cause them to turn
back. Yet it is commendable
that the children of Israel left
Egypt in orderly ranks, akin
to being armed for battle
(Exodus 13:17-18). They
went on to fight, even win,
several battles under the leadership of
Moses and Joshua, and secured
possession of their promised land,
spurred on by the words of Caleb, “If
the Lord delights in us, then He will
bring us into this land and give it to us”
(Numbers 14:7-9), and admonition of
Joshua, “How long will you neglect to
go and possess the land which the Lord
God of your fathers has given you”
(Joshua 18:3).

However, when we meet the children
of Israel again in the time of the
Judges, we learn that the Lord left
behind certain gentile nations in the
land of Canaan, so that He might test
future generations of Israelites through
them (Judges 3:1-4). Indeed, David,
after leading several battles in his day,

Of Battles and Wars

acknowledges that the Lord trains his
hands for war and fingers for battle
(Psalm 144:1). Under the New
Covenant, though, we are warned that
our enemies are not flesh and blood,
but wicked spiritual beings (Ephesians
6:12). Further, Paul speaks of works
of the flesh which we must beware of,

else we will not inherit the kingdom of
heaven (Galatians 5:19-21).

Back in the time under Joshua’s
leadership, the Israelites were
seemingly unstoppable: their God had
just caused the walls of mighty Jericho
city to come crashing down, and terror
had set into the hearts of all the people
of the surrounding nations (Joshua 6).
Yet, the expedition of 2000-3000
warriors of Israel who set out to capture
the small nation of Ai were totally
defeated, with 36 casualties (Joshua
7:2-5). When Joshua and the other
elders lament this disaster before the
ark of the Lord, He replies that
someone in Israel had transgressed
His covenant. A long search later, the
transgressor is identified as Achan,

who confesses to having retained a
beautiful garment (which should have
been utterly destroyed by fire), and
silver and gold (which should have been
dedicated to the treasury of the Lord’s
house). Achan’s punishment was
severe: he, the objects he coveted, his
family, and all his possessions, were
stoned to death and burned with fire
(Joshua 7:6-26). After being purged of
this sin, the Israelites went on to defeat
the king and people of Ai (Joshua 8:1-
29). Yet the elders of Israel ensured
that a great heap of memorial stones
be raised over Achan’s grave site and
even named the place the Valley of
Achor (trouble) after him (Joshua 7:26).
What did they want posterity to
remember about Achan? He coveted:
he saw attractive and valuable objects
and desired them. He forgot that the
command to utterly destroy pagan

goods was actually
protective: through this, God
was saving the Israelites
from falling into temptation
of idolatry later. He was also
clearly robbing God of gold
and silver meant for His
treasuries (Malachi 3:8).
Can we examine whether

we worship the idol of money?
Some centuries later, we see that

the Philistines, the original inhabitants
of the land, are still warring with the
Israelites for control and possession
of Canaan. Prophet Samuel and King
Saul lead several battles against them,
but it appears that the Philistines have
the upper hand. Such is the oppression
that they do not permit any blacksmith
in all the land of Israel for fear of armed
revolt, and sharpened sword and spear
are found only in possession of King
Saul and Prince Jonathan (1 Samuel
13:19-22). Are we always alert in prayer
and word of God; armed with the sword
of the Spirit?

The pride of the Philistines swells
to such an extent that their giant

Aneka Paul, MSW
Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai

Under the New Covenant, though, we are
warned that our enemies are not flesh and blood,
but wicked spiritual beings  Further, Paul speaks
of works of the flesh which we must beware of,
else we will not inherit the kingdom of heaven.
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undefeated champion, Goliath of Gath,
challenges the Israelite army and
blasphemes the name of the Lord,
morning and evening for 40 days (1
Samuel 17:4-10,16). While King Saul
and the rest of the army are fearful (1
Samuel 17:11), young David defeats
Goliath in the name of the Lord, and
cuts off the giant’s head with
his own sword
( 1 S a m . 1 7 : 4 5 , 4 8 – 5 1 ) .
Subsequently, the rest of the
Israelite army have an easy
time driving back the
Philistines. Does our pride for doing
things “our way”, in the power of “our
strength” and with faith in “our abilities”
lead to our downfall? Do we
acknowledge that the battle actually
belongs to the Lord?

We hear a similar reminder
echoing in the palace halls of
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah (2
Chronicles 20:15). Jehoshaphat was

a good king and descendant of David,
who followed the Lord and made
several reforms to turn the people back
to the path of righteousness. Yet, for
all his efforts, he was rewarded by the
news that a great multitude – the
combined armies of Edom, Moab and
Ammon – were encamped to battle

against him (2 Chronicles 20:1- 2). The
king’s immediate reaction is to
proclaim a fast throughout the land, to
seek the Lord – not rally the troops.
As the men, women and children of
Judah stand terrified, their leader cries
out to the Lord for mercy, reminding
Him of His promises to Abraham and
Solomon (Genesis 12:7; 2 Chronicles
7:14). Do we call out to the Lord, in

accordance to His desire, as laid out
in His word? The happy result for King
Jehoshaphat was that he was told he
didn’t have to fight, merely position
himself, stand still and see the
salvation of the Lord (2 Chronicles
20:17). The next morning, the sound
of praise and worship fills the army

camp of the Israelites
instead of battle cries, the
Lord causes the armies of
Edom, Moab and Ammon to
fight amongst themselves
leaving every soldier dead,

and King Jehoshaphat and his army
spend three days gathering precious
spoil off the slain (2 Chro. 20:20-25)!

It is evident, therefore, that while
the Lord has given us His Promises
and His Victory, we are expected to
obtain our blessings through hard-
fought battles in prayer. May God help
us to fight the good fight of faith until
the end (2 Timothy 4:7).

A priest happened to go down a way,
He saw a man lying half dead and passed

on the other way,
A Levite came through the same way, saw the man

lying on the way,
He, dismayed, but pretended, not having

noticed him on the way.

A Good Samaritan came that way and saw
the man lying on the way,

“The eyes of friendship” brought him where
the man lay on the way,

The Good Samaritan walked to the half dead
man lying on the way,

“The feet of friendship” met the half dead
man’s need on the way.

The Good Samaritan had a great compassion
for the wounded man,

“The heart of friendship” moved with love and passion
for the half dead man,

The Good Samaritan poured oil and wine into the
wounds of the struggling man,

“The service of friendship” bound the wounds and
comforted the half dead man.

The Good Samaritan
. . . Came on the Way . . .

The Good Samaritan carried the wounded man
on his own beast,

“The benevolence of friendship” brought the man
from death to life,

The Good Samaritan took the man to an Inn
in the night,

“The care of friendship” stayed with him in
the Inn that night.

The Good Samaritan told the Inn-keeper
“Look after this man“,

“The selflessness of friendship” added:
"I will come back and pay all".

Indeed, what a great Salvation and
the Saving Grace,

The Good Samaritan who came on the way
and paid the price.

Jesus the Good Samaritan who bore our sins
on the cross,

“Jesus the Saviour” who brought us back
from death.to life by the cross!

D.G. Martin
Mulund

Poem

"Of battles and wars" . . . .  (Continuation from prevous page)

Does our pride for doing things “our way”, in
the power of “our strength” and with faith in

“our abilities” lead to our downfall?
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Glimpses from Rio Olympics

Brianna Rollins
from USA took the
gold medal in the
women’s 100-meter
hurdles race in Rio
Olympics. In a post-
race interview,
Rollins said: “I just
kept God first and
just continued to let
Him guide me
throughout the rounds. I want to break
world records and win gold medals, but
I also want to be known as the athlete
who glorified God by reaching my full
potential”.  She wants to be remembered
for her faith as well as her athleticism.
Rollins often shares about her faith on
social media.

New Zealand runner Nikki Hamblin
fell down while running in the women’s
5,000-meter race. American runner

Abbey D’Agostino
tripped over her and
fell to the ground as
well. Hamblin
continued to lie on
the ground until
D’Agostino put her
hand on her
shoulder and said:
“Get up, get up! We
have to finish! This

is the Olympic Games. We have to finish
the race” The two finished last and next
to last, but both will be allowed to
participate in the final race because they
had tripped and fallen. Hamblin told
reporters, “I am so grateful to Abbey for
helping me. That girl had the right
Olympic spirit.

Shaunae Miller, the Olympic sprinter
from the Bahamas,
won gold in the
women’s 400-meter
race. The race was
so close that she
won by just 0.07
seconds against
champion, Allyson
Felix of USA. Miller
said later in an

Brianna Rollins

Abbey
D’Agostino

interview: “I just give God the thanks and
praise. He has bought me so far. It is
such an emotional moment for me but I
just give God the thanks and praise. I
could not have done it without Him. I am
so happy and so grateful”.

In this dark world of wickedness and
ingratitude, we see glimpses of goodness
and thankfulness to God from whom all
good things flow.  As children of God, we
are also in a race with a definite goal. Let
us run it looking unto Jesus, the author
and finisher of our faith.

Nigerian Christians
returning home

Christian population displaced by
Islamic insurgents, Boko Haram, are
slowly returning to their homes as the
government has won back their territory.
According to a report in “World Watch
Monitor”, people are full of hope as they
begin to pick up their lives back in their

desolated towns. An estimated two
million people were displaced by Boko
Haram in northern Nigeria and are living
in camps. The government wants people
to return home because it’s unable to
provide for so many. The returnees are
under great emotional strain. A lucky few
were able to reunite with family
members, but many widows and
orphans do not know what life without
their lost loved ones really means.
Haram destroyed whole communities –
homes, schools, health centers and
churches were not spared.

They are rebuilding houses with
materials like corn stalks, wood, grass
and mud. It’s a far cry from the more
permanent structures Boko Haram
destroyed, but it’s a roof over their heads
that offers protection against the
elements. Church activities areShaunae Miller

resuming despite there being little left of
the buildings. Many are gathering under
trees or meeting in the ruins of their
former church buildings. Markets are
back in operation despite fear of
occasional attack.

Anglicans in Nigeria are opening a
hospital and trauma center for the
thousands of suffering people. The
government has asked them to open the
hospital center to all victims of Boko
Haram’s violence, not just Christians.
Building of the project has already
begun. Bishop Mani said that the
government is supporting the project and
providing labor free of charge.

Let us keep in our prayers all such
people who are suffering for their faith.

Statement of
Prince Hassan of Jordan

P r i n c e
Hassan wrote in a
column in the
n e w s p a p e r ,
“ Te l e g r a p h ” :
“Christianity has
been part of the
essential fabric of
the Middle East
for two thousand
years. Far from
being a Western
import as some, incredibly, now seem
to suggest, it was born here and exported
as a gift to the rest of the world. Christian
communities have been intrinsic to the
development of Arab culture and
civilization. This central role in our region
and civilization is why it is abhorrent to
us, as a Muslim and a Jew, to see
Christianity and Christians under such
savage assault across our region.
Helping to end this dangerous slide
towards hatred, self-destruction and
fratricidal conflict is the main challenge
for all of us involved in interfaith dialogue.
This requires us to step up our efforts to
increase understanding that what unites
the three great faiths of our region is far
greater than any differences”.

What a noble statement from a noble
person!

Prince Hassan
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"Swear Word" the Monster !

"Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them"

Andy came 
h o m e  f r o m  
school one day 
and fell asleep 
on the couch. He 
w a s  a  l i t t l e  

shaken earlier in the day when  he heard some 
of his class mates using swear words and he 
felt he was about to use them too. 

In his sleep, Andy began dreaming of a 
happy place where he saw all his friends 
happily running and playing as usual. There 
were many things to see and do, with no reason 
to be sad. As Andy was running around, he saw 
a monster, something like a huge cotton ball, 
about 4 feet tall, with two eyes and two feet. It 
was slowly heading straight for the chapel. 
Nobody knew what the monster was. By now, 
Andy’s Dad reached there. He pulled the kids to 
the side and said that the monster was nothing 
but a “swear word”. Andy wondered how 
“swear word” could enter such a happy place. 
The monster left behind brown footsteps and 
released a foul smell on every step. All the 
people on the street moved out of the way 

because of the foul smell. They did not look 
happy anymore and were watching the brown 
footsteps left behind. Andy ran toward the 
chapel. The Pastor was speaking to a small 
group of believers about forgiveness of sins.

“Swear word” stopped in front of the Pastor 
and asked: “Do you know who I am?” Pastor 
said: “Yes, I  know all about you".

“Swear word” declared: "I can ruin 
everything for everyone in this happy place". 
Pastor confidently answered: "No, you won’t be 
able to do any of that. Jesus can change you to 
“Praise word”, if you allow Him". The monster 
was quiet for a minute and then asked Pastor 

what to do next. Pastor asked it to 
open the hidden door, right in its 
center. When the door was opened, 
Andy and the others were surprised 
- there was nothing inside. “Swear 
word” did its swearing because it 
was empty inside. It wanted people 
to think that it had something though 
there was nothing inside. And it was 
sure that no one can fix its nothingness.

Pastor smiled and asked “Swear word” to 
allow Jesus to do His work. Suddenly the 
emptiness was filled with light, the foul smell 
changed to a pleasant smell and praises came 
pouring out of the door. “Swear word” changed 
to “Praise word”. Andy and his friends joined in 
singing praises to the Lord! 

Andy woke up suddenly from his nap. He 
realized he had seen a dream. But he knew 
what he needed to do about his classmates. 
"But now you yourselves are to put off all these: 
anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language out of your mouth....since you have 
put on the new man who is renewed in 
knowledge according to the image of Him who 
created him” (Colo. 3:8,10 - NKJV).

Banage P.K.

Jesus feeding five thusand
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