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vt-Rq-p-i]WU yPxV-o-f-SpLRa kq]-
kL-s]-¨-RÕ-Saº KÐLeV WOaOU-mU. 
kOqO-xjOU yVNf}pOU ̂ jjU oOf¤ wq}-q-
Z-a-j-p]-sOU, wq}-q-¾]-R£ mLz|-vOU 
BÍ-q]-W-vO-oLp Nkv-¡-¾-j-¾]sOU 
Av-p-v-°-t]sOU, \]ÍL-q}-f]-p]-sOU, 
RkqO-oL-ã-¾]sOU y~q-¾]sOU v]WL-q-°-
t]sOU A°Rj IsæL-ã]sOU v|f|-yV-f-qL-
p]-q]-¨O-ÐO. RRhv-oLeV WOaOUmU IÐ 
yUv]-iL-j¾]R£ òLk-W-¢. ojO-
x|¢ JW-jL-p]-q]-¨O-ÐfV jÐsæ IÐ 
Ar]-v]-SjL-aOç RRhv}W Nkf]-W-q-e-oL-
pLeV WOaOUmU òLk]-¨-RÕ-Ÿ-fV. 

qºV nv-j-°-t]¤ ^j]\ÿV v]n]-Ð -yL-
z-\-q|-°-t]¤ vt-¡ÐOvÐ KqLeOU 
Rk¹OU v]vL-z]-f-qL-WO-SÒL¥ RkqO-oL-
ã-¾]sOU CxVaL-j]-xV-a-°-t]sOU v]WLq 
NkW-a-j-°-t]sOU Jã-¨O-r-\ÿ] -sO -W¥ 
DºL-WO-ÐfV y~LnL-v]-W-oL-eV. WOaOU-m-
R¾¨O-r]\ÿOU WOaOUm mÌ-°-Rt-¨O-
r]\ÿOU INf fRÐ Bv-¡-¾]-R\ÿ-uO-f]-
pLsOU Ai]-W-oL-vO-W-p]-sæ. WLqeU 
AfV ANf-oLNfU NkiL-jvOU Nky-©-vO-
oLp v]x-p-oL-eV. "oPÐO v]x-p-°-Rt-
¨O-r]\ÿV oO¢-Y-ejL NWoU AjO-y-q]\ÿV 
\Pº]¨Le]-¨OW' IÐV KqO An]-NkLp 
SvLRŸ-aOÕV, KqO Nky]-È}-W-qeU ja-¾]-
p-SÕL¥ Af]¤ kRËaO-¾ RfL¹P-ã]-
pµO wf-oLjU SkqOU WOaOUmU ARsæ-
Ë]¤ WOaOU-m -m-Ì-°¥ IÐ-f]-jLeV 
KÐL-oR¾ òLjU j¤-W]-p-fV. JfV 
yoP-z-¾]sOU ò]f] CfO-f-RÐ.

JfO ojO-x|-R£pOU kq]-èoU Av 
R£ WOaOU-m-^}-v]fU Sƒo-oL-p]q]-¨L-
jLeV, AfV Bv-w|-oL-eV, jsæ-fLeV. 
IÐL¤ B WOaOUmU JfV j]s-p]-

sLeV oOSÒLŸO SkLSW-º-RfÐV RRhv-
y-Ð]-i]-p]¤ f}qO-oL-j]-S¨-º-fL-eV. 
RRhv-hL-y-jLp SpLwOv kr-´fV jLU 
IsæL-vqOU KL¡-¨O-Ð-fL-eV. ""`L¢ 
pSzL-vRp Syv]¨OU IÐOoLNf-o-sæ, 
Ij]¨V KqO WOaOUmU DºV, `°¥ 
IsæL-vqOU pSzL-vRp Syv]-¨OU. ks 
WOaOU-m-°Rt yUm-Ì]\ÿOU CfV Aj~-¡-
ÀoLp]-Ÿ]R-sæ-ÐV SXh-S¾LRa kr-Sp-
º]-p]-q]-¨O-ÐO. So¤ DÈ-q]\ÿ vLW|U 
IuO-f]-p]-q]-¨OÐ v}aO-W¥ ks-fO-ºV. 
kSƒ wq]-pLp WOaOUm NkL¡-À-j-
pV¨V SkLsOU A°-Rj-pOç v}aO-W-t]¤ 
Av-yqU DºL-WO-Ð]-sæ. SjLzpORa 
RkŸ-W-¾]¤ Wu]´ ̂ }v]-W-Rt-SÕL-Rs, 
KqO -v}-Ÿ]-jO-ç]¤ Wu]-pO-ÐO-Rv-Ë]sOU 
ASj|Lj|U KqO mÌ-vO-o]-sæ. KLSqL-qO-
¾qOU fLÍLR£ vu]-¨V. 

RRhv-v-\-j-¾]¤ RWL¡-Ð-Ss|L-y]-
Rj-¨O-r]\ÿV vLp]-¨O-ÐO. ""Av-¢ n© 
jOU fR£ yWsYQz-S¾LaOU WPRa 
RRhvR¾ np-RÕ-a-O-Ð-v-jO-oLp] ^j-
¾]jV vtRq i¡ÚU RWLaO¾OU ISÕL 
uOU RRhv-S¾LaV NkL¡-À]\ÿOU SkLÐO''. 
AjO-NY-z}-f-oLp KqO WOaOUmU, oLfQ-W, 
SpLY|-oLp WOaOUm ^}v]-fU. IsæL-ã] 
sOU Dkq] WOaOU-m-oLp] RRhvR¾ np-
RÕ-aO-ÐO. jÚORa yoP-z-¾]¤ ojO 
x|Rq jLU np-RÕ-aO-ÐO-ºV. Av¡ Ar] 
pOU Av¡ WLeOU IÐ j]s-p]-¤. I 
ÐLSsL jLU Cq]-¨O-ÐfOU IuO-SÐ-¤-
¨O-ÐfOU jaÕOU W]aÕOU Ar]-pOÐ 
RRhvR¾ ks-¡-¨OU np-o]-sæL-Rp-ÐfV 
KqO yf|U oLNf-oL-eV. 

Pastor K. A. Mathew
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As I stepped down from the deanship at Oral
Roberts University College of Theology and
Ministry to return to life as a seminary professor,
my wife and I decided to downsize from a house
we built seventeen years ago where our two
daughters spent the final stages of their
adolescence.  This was a house with plenty of
space for all members of the
family and guests and a built-
in indoor storage that was
climate controlled.  Having
two daughters go to college
and graduate schools from
this house meant that the
storage space was fully
utilized.  Having had the
opportunity to travel in
ministry across many
nations meant that there
were many gifts and other
meaningful mementos from
various parts of the world displayed or stored
all over the house.

Assuming that the task would be difficult,
months before we began the process, we took
an evening course on downsizing at the nearby
School of Community Education.  The
experienced instructors there told us that the
process will be difficult and emotionally
challenging.  Since then we have learned that
they were right.

We soon realized the degree of emotional
attachment we had to gifts received, photos
preserved in volumes of albums, and everything
to do with our daughters’ learning and
development.  We made numerous trips to the
Goodwill collection center.  We had the Habitat
for Humanity donation collectors fill their truck
to overflowing twice with furniture and other
items we donated.  We received extra bills from
our public works department for additional

Lessons from
'Downsizing'

garbage collection.  We paid a hauling company
to take out the rest of our surplus
“possessions”.

We made the move finally to a relatively
smaller house, but possibly still with more things
than we should keep! But we learned several
spiritual lessons through this experience.

First, we human beings
like to own and possess
things.  We do not take an
inventory often enough to
know how much we have or
how much we own.  It is a
good practice to take an
inventory of our total life –
spiritual and physical - from
time to time.

Secondly, relationships
are more important than
ownership.  We must do
more to maintain

relationships than keeping things.  I relearned
the lesson I have taught in the past: Use things
to build up people; don’t use people to build
things.

Next, things of this world have a way of
attaching to us.  These can interfere with our
“space” and freedom. Downsizing has given us
more freedom to move, travel and minister.

Finally, the attachment of things can be
seen as a parable.  Un-repented sins can also
attach themselves to us and become a weight
in our lives.  As the Apostle Paul said, we must
“examine ourselves” and get rid of these weights.
We need to listen to the author of Hebrews:
“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth
so easily beset us, and let us run with patience
the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1,
KJV).

We do not take an
inventory often enough

to know how much
we have or how much
we own.  It is a good
practice to take an

inventory of our total
life - spiritual and
physical - from
time to time.

"Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset

us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us”
(Hebrews 12:1, KJV).

Dr. Thomson
K. Mathew
D.Min., Ed.D.

Professor,
College of
Theology &
Ministry,
Oral Roberts
University,
USA

Relationships
are more
important than
ownership.  We
must do more to
maintain
relationships
than keeping
things.
Un-repented
sins can also
attach
themselves
to us and
become a weight
in our lives.

"I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3:14)
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There is no such word, “Trinity” found in the
Scriptures and there is no specific statement
suggesting that God is a triune God. But it does
state that God is one (Deut. 6:4, Isa. 44:6,
1Tim. 1:17, 2:5). At the same time, we read
that no one has seen God and no one can see
God and live (Exo. 33:20 and John 1:18).
However, we also read in the Old Testament
that the Lord Jehovah walked with Adam and
Eve and visited the tent of
Abraham (Gen. 3; Gen. 18).
This makes it clear that God
and Lord are not the same
person, but two persons of the
Godhead. There are also
verses saying, “Let us make
man in our own image” (Gen.
1:26) and “Come, let us go
down and confuse their
language” (Gen. 11:6).  In
these two instances, it is
evident that the conversation
is between more than one
person. In Psalm 139, the
Psalmist asks, “Where can I
go from your spirit? Or where
can I flea from your presence?”
Further in his writings, the
Psalmist explains that the
Spirit of God is omnipresent
and omniscient like God
Himself. Therefore, we see God, the Lord and
the Holy Spirit as God Himself - all three are
equally presented as God the Almighty
throughout the scriptures. Since the scriptures
clearly state that we only have one God, yet
describes the three persons, it is either a
contradiction or there are three persons in the
Godhead known as Trinity or the triune God.

The doctrine of the Trinity means that there
is one God who eternally exists as three
persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
as stated in the New Testament. In another
sense, God is one in essence and three in
persons. That same one God: the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit are distinct persons
and each person is fully God and at the same

What is the doctrine of
'The TRINITY'?

Scripturally Speaking:

time our God remains one and indivisible.
Since we have nothing in our world that has

a corresponding existence like the triune
Godhead, it is impossible to comprehend and
explain to the extent that it becomes crystal
clear.  For example, a human, the most complex
being we know of in existence as a single
person, does not exist as unified multiples as
well. Therefore, the Trinity may be considered

as a mystery, which no finite
human being can fully or
perfectly understand or
explain. Even though the
Trinity raises many difficult
questions, such as how can
God be both one and three, it
is still a foundational doctrine
to the Christian faith and
practice.

The biblical Trinity is not a
belief in three Gods as
polytheistic individuals believe
or in one God like Modalism,
which believes that the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit are
different names for the same
God acting in different roles or
manifestations like water,
vapor and ice. This is not the
case because at all times,
any two of these three forms

cannot exist when the other form is actually
present.

The Bible also does not agree with the
teaching of one God where the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit are three parts of the same
one God. This teaching implies that the Father
is one third of God, Jesus is the other one third
and the Holy Spirit is another one third similar
to an egg shell, egg white and the yolk. Also,
we do not believe in one God with three
personalities because that belief would be
equivalent to having a multiple personality
disorder.

Since the Father is described as being
fully God within the scriptures (John 6:27,
Titus 1:4, Mat. 6:9, Eph. 1:3), it is not

We see God, the
Lord and the Holy

Spirit as God Himself -
all three are equally

presented as God the
Almighty throughout

the scriptures.
Since the scriptures
clearly state that we
only have one God,
yet describes the

three persons,
it is either a

contradiction or there
are three persons in
the Godhead known

as Trinity or the
triune God.

Rev. Dr.
K.C. Chacko

Houston

The doctrine of
the Trinity

means that there
is one God who
eternally exists

as three
persons: the

Father, the Son
and the Holy

Spirit as stated
in the New

Testament. In
another sense,

God is one in
essence and

three in persons.
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commonly debated. However, when Christ is
spoken about as being fully God, many people
question the equality of divinity between Christ
and God. But the Bible clearly talks about
the divinity of Christ and describes that He
is also fully God. This is thoroughly affirmed
in the scriptures, especially when:

(1) Jesus is called “God” in John 1:1-2,
(2) in Col. 2: 9, where it is stated, “In Christ,

all fullness of deity lives in bodily form”,
(3) in Heb. 1:3, where it

states that Christ is the “exact
imprint of God's being”,

(4) in Titus 2:13, where it
is stated, “Our great God and
Savior Jesus Christ”,

(5) in John 1:18, where it
is translated in ASV as “the
begotten God” and finally

(6) in Acts 20:28, where it
says, “the church of God,
which He purchased with His
blood”.

Although Jesus called
Himself as the “Son of God”
and the “Son of Man”, He
believed Himself as God and
acted like God throughout His
life. For example:

a) He told the devil that
“you shall worship the Lord
your God and serve him alone” (Mat. 4:10); yet
He received worship on so many occasions
(Mat. 8:2, Mark 5:22) and acknowledged that
He can also receive worship like God.

b) Jewish people believed that only God can
forgive sins but Christ forgave sins of many
people before His critics (Mark 2:10, Luke 7:47).

c) Jewish people believed that the Lord
Jehovah gave them the Ten Commandments
through Moses. But when He was dealing with
the disputes about how to keep the Sabbath,
Jesus told them that He is the Lord of the
Sabbath and declared He is the Lord that gave
the Laws (Mark 2:28).

In a similar way, scripture affirms the

deity of the Holy Spirit too.
a) By calling the Holy Spirit an “eternal Spirit”

in Heb. 9:14,
b) by using “God” interchangeably with the

Holy Spirit in 1 Cor. 3:16, 6:19 and
c) when we see Peter calling the Holy Spirit

as God Himself in Acts 5:3-4,
- - thus, throughout the scriptures, the Holy

Spirit is referred to as God Himself and stated
to possess all the attributes of God.

On the occasion when
John the Baptist baptized
Jesus, it is evident that all
three persons are actively
involved and they manifested
as three distinct persons
(Mark 1:10-12). Another
passage which brings all three
persons together is in Mat.
28:19 where it is stated to
“make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit“. Here
also the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit are
distinguished as three different
persons but all three are seen
to be equal. Although, there is
the mention of three persons,
individuals are baptized under

a singular NAME, not plural names. This could
only be possible if they share one essence.

While giving benediction, Apostle Paul uses
the phrase, 'the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit' (2 Cor. 13:14).  All these scriptures, very
clearly explain that the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit are not just one person, but three
distinct persons. Neither the Father is the Son
nor the Holy Spirit, just as the Son is neither
the Father nor the Holy Spirit and vice versa.
Therefore, it is wise and logical, according to
the Bible, to believe we only have one God, but
He remains as three persons - hence He is a
triune God and as a result we believe in the
Trinity

When John the Baptist
baptized Jesus, we see

that all three persons
are actively involved
and manifested as

three distinct persons
during that occasion.

Another passage
which brings all three
persons together is in
Mat. 28:19 where it is

stated to “make
disciples of all the
nations, baptizing

them in the name of
the Father and the Son

and the Holy Spirit“.

While giving
benediction,
Apostle Paul
uses the phrase,
'the Father, the
Son and the Holy
Spirit' (2 Cor.
13:14).  All these
scriptures, very
clearly explain
that the Father,
the Son and the
Holy Spirit are
not just one
person, but three
distinct persons.
Neither the
Father is the Son
nor the Holy
Spirit, just as the
Son is neither
the Father nor
the Holy Spirit
and vice versa

"All sorts of people are fond of repeating the Christian statement that "God is love". But
they seem not to notice that the words 'God is love' have no real meaning unless God
contains at least two persons. Love is something that one person has for another person.
If God was a single person, then before the world was made, He was not love". C.S. Lewis

Quotable quote
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 Moral Issues
Facing Churches Today!

 - Part III -

Pastor
Shibu Joseph

Navi Mumbai

We already have seen a few relevant issues
in the last two instalments. Now we turn to some
other issues facing churches today. They are
abortion, suicide and euthanasia. The purpose
of these articles is to open the eyes of the young
generation, the parents and the churches
regarding the grave danger of these moral evils.

Abortion:
The discussion of abortion is  very involved

as it is a complex topic - it has medical, legal,
theological, ethical, social and personal
implications. To many, this is an emotional
subject and to some others a medical problem
and to others a family
matter. Here, the aspects
of divine and human
concerns are explicit. All
Christians believe that the
creator Almighty is the
originator, giver and
sustainer of human life.
Apostle Paul stated it in
his famous sermon in the
ancient city, Athens: “He
gives to all life and breath
and all things. .... In him
we all live and move and
have our being” (Acts
17:25, 28).

The value and dignity of human life is well-
connected to  this unalterable truth of the divine
word. Moreover the Scripture vehemently
declares that human being is created in the
image of God (Gen. 1:26-27). Consequently a
person taking the life of another will be held as
accountable and punishable (Gen. 9:5,6; Rom.
13:1-7). The sixth commandment in the
Decalogue ('Ten Commandments'): “you shall
not kill or murder” is still relevant. It seems the
Hebrew word used for murder (ratsakh)
indicates in exodus not only the intentional
killing but also human death caused by
carelessness and negligence - can be medical
and personal. It is doubtlessly proven that a
human  embryo  possess human life or in other

words, human life begins at conception. The
medical field never denied this fact. David
describes this in Psalms 139 too.

In the case of abortion, there is a question
of  human right. At least there are two aspects
to be considered, the right of mother of the child
and the right of unborn child. Neither one can
compel the mother nor one can deliberately
abort even if it is a doctor. If any one does it, it
is a violation of human right and freedom. It also
reflects the negative side of human ethics. Some
argue that the fetus is an inanimate object - to
argue in favour of abortion. Therefore it can be

extracted and destroyed like
a limb or teeth or tumour.
However this argument is
absolutely meaningless
because the day the
conception  takes place, it
is not the physical body that
is formed but rather a life is
being reproduced and
formed.

There is another
argument existing among
people, such as, the
mother can choose this act
in the case of rape and the
issue of quality of life.

However this choice is destroying the right of
living of the unborn baby. Further the mother
becomes the murderer of another’s life and
consequently she is the culprit of such a
heinous act before God. Rather than pushing
her into taking the life, we have to give moral
support. Regarding the quality of life, if the baby
is born into poverty or even deformed, the
society has to handle this case tenderly. It has
been understood that an abortion is probably
legitimate in the event of an ectopic pregnancy:
This is pregnancy somewhere outside of uterus,
usually in the fallopian tube. In this case the
baby cannot survive. If allowed, it is dangerous
to both child and mother. Hence, choose the
lesser evil and allow one to live.

All Christians believe that
the creator Almighty is the

originator, giver and
sustainer of human life.

Apostle Paul stated it in his
famous sermon in the

ancient city, Athens: “He
gives to all life and breath
and all things..... In him we
all live and move and have
our being”  (Acts 17:25,28)

The value and
dignity of human

life is well-
connected to  this

unalterable truth
of the divine

word. Moreover
the Scripture

vehemently
declares that

human being is
created in the
image of God

(Gen. 1:26-27).
Consequently a

person taking the
life of another will

be held as
accountable and

punishable
(Gen. 9:5,6;

Rom. 13:1-7).
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Biblically, the act of abortion is a crime and
against the law of God. The Lord is the generator
and giver of life. We have no absolute ownership
and authority over life. The creation view is the
clear evidence of this truth. Human beings are
fashioned and made by Almighty (Psa. 139:13,
Job 10:8). Human beings are created
wonderfully and fearfully. We have to consider
the sanctity of life and so respect life. If abortion
is being done due to some physical ailments,
naturally we cannot help the situation. Suppose
if any abnormality is  found out and reported,
being a Christian one has to leave that matter
to God to deal with this issue. Let His will be
done. Otherwise if there is possibility for medical
treatment one can go ahead with that prayerfully.
The holy book reminds us: “Children are a
heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a
reward” (Psa. 127:3). Modern Christianity may
not support anti - abortion stand point, but one
cannot break the divine law of life. Therefore we
must not become
murderers or neither
support this heinous act of
abortion. Everyone is
accountable before the
creator God.

Suicide and
Euthanasia:

Both these  issues are
now getting more
acceptance in the
Christendom. The act of
suicide was not familiar to
Christians especially to
Pentecostals in the earlier
days. But recently the
attitude is changed. Many
are committing suicide without any hesitation.
This is to be addressed immediately. Otherwise
we will loose many precious lives. What is
actually suicide?

Suicide is murder of oneself and it is
prohibited by the sixth command, you shall not
murder. Killing oneself is equal to killing another.
Of course physical death is inevitable but
nobody is given any permission to kill oneself.
It is both violation of divine law and family bond.
It is a serious sin against God and leaving the
family members in prolonged grief. As we have
seen earlier, here too the question of value and
dignity of life arises. If any one argues this is
the personal right and freedom, then he/she is
earning the ticket to a terrible end, that is hell!

This is definitely an unforgivable sin because
no human being is allotted the permission to
take away his or her life by the creator. Sin
brought death indeed, but dying oneself is
another serious sin.

Our view: One’s life is the property of God
and a gift given on earth. Therefore destroying
life is not only wrong but also trespassing God’s
own property and dominion over life. It is
doubtless that suicide is contrary to the love for
God and against His purpose and also
disturbance to human relationships. There are
six instances of people who committed suicide
as recorded in the Bible:  Abimelech (Jud. 9:54),
King Saul (1 Sam. 31:4) (According to 2 Sam.
1:8,9  Saul asked an Amalekite to kill him),
Ahithophel (2 Sam. 17:23), Zimri (1 Kings 16:18),
Saul’s armour bearer (1 Sam. 31:4-6) and Judas
(Math. 27:5). Except Saul’s armor bearer, rest
of them were wicked people. They all lost their
lives. Bible views suicide as equal to murder,

self-murder. Life being the
gift of God, it is ungodly to
take away life. Many of the
people in the Bible went
through deep depression,
such as Job, Elijah, Jonah,
David, even Paul, but none
of them committed suicide.
They all knew that their
times are in the hands of
God (Psa. 31:15). When
there is great pressure we
need to seek the face of
God. Suicide does not help
one to avoid the eternal
destiny.

Finally, suicide brings a
deep and long lasting impact, some times fear,
upon people who are left behind. The pain and
scars do not get healed immediately. Therefore
Christians need to develop a deep relation with
God and strong standing on the Word. Prayer,
sound relation with His word, trust, faith in His
promises and hope are the basic elements in
the midst of trials and despairing situations. No
doubt, suicide is a sin and contrary to the love
of God and violating God’s command and
definitely destroying the human value of life.

Euthanasia is almost parallel to abortion and
suicide. The simple meaning of it, is mercy
killing. Physical death is unavoidable. It may
happen through illness, suffering, accident or
due to age factor.  But deliberate taking of one’s

The act of suicide was not
familiar to Christians

especially to Pentecostals
in the earlier days. But
recently the attitude is

changed. Many are
committing suicide without
any hesitation. This is to be

addressed immediately.
Otherwise we will loose

many precious lives.

Suicide brings a
deep and long
lasting impact,
some times fear,
upon people who
are left behind.
The pain and
scars do not get
healed
immediately.
Therefore
Christians need
to develop a deep
relation with God
and strong
standing on the
Word. Prayer,
sound relation
with His word,
trust, faith in His
promises and
hope are the
basic elements in
the midst of trials
and despairing
situations.
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life cannot be justified. Terminating life without
willingness is violation of human right and
interference into the authority of God. This act
is also called “assisted suicide”. Whether the
killing is voluntarily or involuntary it is intentional
killing. Surprisingly, in many parts of the globe
it is legally sanctioned.

In any attempt, the act of euthanasia raises
the question of human value. Medical doctors
have no authority over the life of a patient. In
fact, suffering and pain are the result of sin and
part of every human life. If a patient is asking
doctors to kill him through medication it is
passive euthanasia. On the other hand if a
patient willingly takes over-dose of pills to kill
himself then it is counted as active euthanasia
equal to suicide. Or, if the relatives and family
members ask hospital to
do so, it is again murder
and they all would become
the partakers of sin. Hence
the act of euthanasia
somehow is the effect of
both murder and suicide.
Both are serious sins before
God.

In such a situation,
Christians should be able
to seek the will of God
concerning the suffering
people. We  can plead to
God not to give severe pain
and deliver them. Here the deliverance can be
either complete healing or the final breath. Mercy
killing is a contradictory term because  killing
cannot be merciful! Surely killing is merciless.
To a Christian or a Bible believing person, in
everything he or she has to seek the will of God.
because man’s life is not his own (Jer. 10:23).
It is a gift of God. Life and death are in the hands
of Supreme God who is the giver and sustainer
of our life. Only the creator has authority to
extend life as He did with King Hezekiah (Isa.
38) or to put an end to life. We are also the
guardians of our life with God, meaning, we are
joint guardians. We are answerable to God
about our life. So, both suicide and euthanasia

are serious crimes and sins before the Lord.
Conclusion:
In this brief study, I have tried to bring a

conviction into the minds of readers regarding
the moral issues that we are facing, like marriage
and divorce, cohabitation and same sex
relationship, abortion, suicide and euthanasia.
Of course there are many more things to be
added. But by recognizing the limitations of
space and time, I am closing the discussion
here. I believe that at least to a certain extent,
the study has helped all of us to think and take
a decision. Today’s Christian culture and
modern approaches may oppose the views
expressed here. Nevertheless, in all these
issues, God (His unchanging Word) is the final
answer - not culture nor medical science nor

politics nor courts. The
Scripture emphasizes the
significance of human life
and the sweet taste of
human relationship. A
Christian cannot  avoid God
and develop a life concept
and philosophy. He is not
only a loving and merciful
One but a consuming fire
and zealous God too.
Humanity is accountable to
God in all matters. Hence,
we need to fear God and
also remember that there

will be a judgment for every sinner. I conclude
this study with Solomon’s words:  “Fear God
and keep His commandments: for this is the
whole duty of man. For God shall bring every
work into judgment with every secret thing
,whether it be good or evil” (Ecc. 12:13,14).

References:
1. Donovan, Wibur: Biblical Christianity in
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Bibles, 2007.
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Crossway Bibles, 2012.
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"I am beyond the realms of God’s mercy – in my opinion. But praise Jesus that my opinion doesn’t matter,
and that His does. Where judgement once stood, mercy now stands, taller and stronger"

"To receive mercy we must first know that God is merciful. And it is not enough to believe that He once
showed mercy to Noah or Abraham or David and will again show mercy in some happy future day.

We must believe that God’s mercy is boundless, free and, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
available to us now in our present situation"

A.W. Tozer
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Our God is Greater
Than Our Greatest Problem!

Apostle John gives
us clear parameters
about how we can
discern if a person is led
by the Spirit of God, for
“as many as are led by
the Spirit of God, these
are sons of God” (Rom.
8:14). The way we can
clearly infer that a
person is a child of God
is that this person will
freely confess that
Jesus Christ has come
in the flesh on this earth.
In other words, the
person must accept
Jesus Christ as God
who took on a human
form, came into this
world as a baby born to a virgin in Bethlehem,
died a lowly death on the cross, and was
resurrected on the third day. It is true that as the
children of God we have the power and authority
to overcome all evil forces for the God who dwells
in us is greater than Satan who is in the world.
The Spirit of God calls on us to acknowledge Jesus
Christ as Lord and to commit our lives to Him.

Let us remember that our God is greater than
the greatest problem we face today for He is the
Almighty God (Ed-Shaddai). There is no one on
this earth or outside it who can match His strength
and power. Our God is stronger than anything or
anybody who will come against us, and we “can
do all things through Christ who strengthens” us
(Phil. 4:13). Jesus Christ indwells believers; Satan
is likewise the lord of his own followers. But Christ
is greater than he who wreaks havoc in the world,
and God’s power can turn even the worst situation
into something good, and God’s power to restore
is greater than Satan’s power to destroy! It was
our Lord Jesus who stated: “The thief (Satan) does
not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.
I (Jesus) have come that they may have life, and

“Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every
spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is
the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.
You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater

than he who is in the world.” (1 John 4:1-4)

that they may have it
more abundantly”
(John 10:10).

The powers of evil
under Satan including
principalities, powers,
rulers of the darkness
of this age, and spiritual
hosts of wickedness in
the heavenly places
(Eph. 6:12) thus are of
no match to the power
of God within us, for our
God is greater:
”Whatever the Lord
pleases He does, in
heaven and in earth, in
the seas and in all deep
places” (Ps. 135:6). In
fact, the power of Satan

is limited to what God allows, and he plays by the
rules set by God, as in the case of Job (Job 1:12;
2:6). Since God is in charge over everything, as
His children, we do not need to be afraid or fearful
as we have the authority (Matt. 28:19-20) and power
(Acts 1:8) from God over demons, sickness (Mark
16:17-18) and even death (1 Cor. 15:55).

In its hostility to God, the world is pervaded by
the purposes of the devil, who has captured the
human race through temptation. “We know that
we are of God, and the whole world lies under the
sway of the wicked one” (1 John 5:19). One way
we can overcome by recognizing false teachers
and refusing to follow them.By the illumination of
the Holy Spirit, who is greater than Satan (the spirit
of error), we can overcome deceiving teachers.
Since our God is greater than our greatest
problem, let us abide under His shadow (Ps. 91:1),
and not be afraid of the terror by night or the arrow
that flies by day (v. 5). Let us be rest assured that
victory is already ours in Jesus Christ!

“But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57).
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Typological Bible study method is a
scriptural way of interpreting the Bible. This
method is based on the understanding that
many of the people, places, events, institutions,
actions, offices, and things prefigure or
foreshadow a greater revelation in the New
Testament. Thus typological Bible study deals
with the study of the many Old Testament
people, places, events, institutions, actions,
offices and things in the light of the New
Testament with greater fulfillment.   It is very
clear as we study the whole Bible that there is
a fundamental theological unity between the Old
Testament and the New Testament.

According to Webster’s dictionary typology
is the doctrine or study of pre-figurative symbols
especially in scriptural literature.

Types and Antitypes.
The English word ‘Type’ comes from the

Greek term “tupos.” Many of the Old
Testament people, places, events, institutions,
actions, offices, and things are called biblical
types and the fulfillments in the New Testament
are called the biblical or theological antitypes.

Historical Reality of Types.
Of course the people, places, events,

institutions, actions, offices and things in the
Old Testament are real historical facts, and they
have worth, value and significance in itself.  They
are not fairy tales, folklores, fables, fantasies
or mythology. Those people are actual people,
places are geographical locations, offices,
institutions, and events have their God appointed
significance.    Each has his / it’s prominence
in the redemptive history which is appointed /
allowed by the eternal God. God of the Old
Testament and New Testament is the God of
history.   At the same time many of them
represent greater spiritual meaning and future
fulfillment in the antitypes found the New
Testament. God in his infinite wisdom planned

and presented it in this manner.  The fullness of
the wisdom, plans purposes or God is beyond
human comprehension.

Unity and Continuity of the Old and New
Testaments:

Liberal theologians do not want to admit the
historicity of many of the people, places and
institutions. Generally speaking liberals do not
see that the God of Old Testament is the God
of the New Testament and that both are inspired
by Jehovah God. So they do not admit that God
who planned the redemption of man before the
foundation of the world revealed his plan through
types and prophecies through the history of
mankind. We know that God of the Bible
revealed himself through progressive revelation.
So there is perfect unity and continuity in the
Holy Scriptures. Nothing is an after thought of
God. He planned it in the eternity past.
Evangelical Bible scholars say that, the New
Testament is concealed in the Old Testament
and the Old Testament is revealed in the New
Testament.  St. Augustine wrote that, ‘for the
New Testament is hidden in the Old and the
Old is fulfilled in the New….”  Jesus said
according to the Gospel of Luke, 24:27 that
Moses and all the prophets spoke concerning
Himself in the Scriptures.  Thus Apostle Paul
wrote in Romans 11:33-36, the depths of the
riches of the wisdom and knowledge God are
unsearchable.  His ways are past finding out.
Who has known the mind of God?  Yet He has
revealed Himself to mankind to accept Him and
his ways by faith.

Greek and English Words that mean
Biblical Types:

Tupos: In the King James Version of the
Bible, in the New Testament, the Greek word
,’tupos’  is translated into several English words
according to International Standard Bible
Encyclopedia.  According to Greek Scholars
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other Greek words used  in the New Testament
which shows the idea of type are:

(1) 'Skia' in Colossians 2:17 and Hebrews
10:1; It is translated 'shadow'.

(2) ‘Hupodeigma' in Hebrew 9:23 is translated
'patterns';

(3) ‘parabole’ in Hebrews 9:9 and 11:19 is
translated , ‘figures’.

(4) ’Antitupos’ used in Hebrews 9:24; is
translated ‘figures’ and in 1 Peter.3:21, it is
translated 'like figure'.

'Figure' is a word that describes a 'type'.
‘Pattern’ is another word used in Hebrews 8:4-
5 which means 'types'. The word ‘manner’ is
used in Acts 23:25 which also means 'type'.

 'Fashion' is the word used in Acts 7:44
which means 'type'. The word 'form' is used  in
Romans 6:17 and ‘example’ in 1 Corinthians
10:6,11; Phillippians 3:17; 1 Thessalonians 1:7;
2 Thessalonians 3:9; 1 Timothy 4:12; and 1
Peter 5:3.  All of these words describe the idea
of biblical 'types'.

Shadows are made
when light is shed upon
something. The shadow
represents and shows the
fact that there is a real
person, place, object or
event. So we can say a type
is a prefigure or a
foreshadowing of someone
greater yet to come.  Types
are physical, earthly
pictures of spiritual realities.

Thus we can see from theses verses that
the general idea of type is “likeness”.  Many a
person, place, event, institution, action, office,
or thing in the Old Testament resembles
someone / event greater yet to come in the New
Testament. In a way types are like prophecy.
Types give us an early view of what is to come
in the New Testament.  Some types have been
fulfilled like some prophecies are fulfilled and
others will be fulfilled in God’s time according
to God’s plan.

Different Views of Typology:
Extreme Rejection of Typology:  Some

completely reject the  idea and use of  studying
and interpreting the Bible  typologically.  They
do not see such relationship between the Old
and New Testament.    This is an extremely
dangerous position. This is a very liberal radical
view contrary to the teaching of the word of God.
We cannot accept this view since it is not

according to the teaching of the Word of God.
Extreme Acceptance of Typology: This group

finds just about everything, every event, every
person, place, institution, and every detail in
the Old Testament as a type of something or
someone in the New Testament.  Some call it
an extravagant speculation.  This is the opposite
of extreme rejection. We cannot accept this
position either, because it does not handle the
word of God properly.

Limited Acceptance of Typology: This
position accepts types and antitypes only in
the instances where the New Testament clearly
and specifically designates and identifies types
and antitype. We know that such instances are
limited to few persons, places, events
institutions etc.  This is a safe position but
extremely narrow view of typology.  It is like
saying that, “I accept Old Testament prophecies
as prophecies only if the New Testament clearly
says so.” But we know and believe that there

are so many prophecies in
the Old Testament that are
not at all mentioned in the
New Testament, but we
accept those as
prophecies.

Some Types and Anti-
Types as it is clearly
stated in the Scriptures:

Adam is a type of Christ.
Apostle Paul shows the
comparisons and contrasts
between Adam and Christ

and calls Christ the last Adam (Romans 5:14-
21; 1 Cori. 15:45-49).

Old Testament sacrifices instituted by God
were types of the final perfect sacrifice of Christ
(Leviticus, Hebrews 9:8,9 and Hebrews 10).

Passover Lamb was a type of Christ (Exodus
12, 1 Corinthians 5:7).

Passing through the Red Sea was a type of
Baptism (Exodus 14, 1 Cori. 10:1,2).

Rock is a type of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:4;
Numbers 20:8, Psalms 18:2, Isaiah 32:2,
Matthew 16:18).

Manna is a type of Christ (Deuteronomy 8:3,
John 6:48-51).

Sabbath is a type of the rest that Christ
gives to every believer (Exodus 20:8-11;
Colossians 2:16, Hebrews 4:9).

(God willing, we will continue the study of
Typological Bible Study Method in the next
issue).

We know that
God of the Bible
revealed himself
through
progressive
revelation.
So there is
perfect unity and
continuity in the
Holy Scriptures.
Nothing is an
after thought of
God. He planned
it in the eternity
past. Evangelical
Bible scholars
say that, the
New Testament
is concealed in
the Old
Testament and
the Old
Testament is
revealed in the
New Testament.
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Jesus breathed on the disciples and
told them “Receive the Holy Spirit”, and
on the day of Pentecost, while the
disciples were gathered together in a
room praying, there was a sound of a
rushing wind and flames of fire
appeared on their heads and they began
to declare God’s praises in new tongues
(languages). The disciples were filled
with power and they started to boldly
preach the good news of salvation far
and near. Many miraculous signs
accompanied them. The lame walked,
the blind saw and the dead were raised
to life. They faced opposition from many
but they were willing to lay down their
lives rather than deny the truth of the
gospel. We too have the opportunity to
receive this gift of the Holy Spirit and
partner with God in His work of
reconciling mankind to Himself.

Sin and separation from God

When God created Adam and Eve in
His own image, they enjoyed fellowship
with God. God gave man the freedom to

eat of any fruit in the Garden of Eden. But
warned them not to eat of the fruit of
‘Knowledge of good and evil’. But man
decided that he wanted to be wise and
decide for himself what was right and
what was wrong. So they ate of that fruit.
And sure enough man died spiritually
that day. He lost the glorious presence
of God. Man’s sin separated him from
the HOLY GOD.

Temporary restitution for sin

But God the Father made provision
for man to have forgiveness from sins.

"Way of Holiness"

Each time man sinned he would have to
offer a sacrifice.  The tabernacle and the
temple in Jerusalem in the Old
Testament were the places where God
would dwell. These were the Holy
places. The High Priest had to undergo

cleansing when he had to enter the Most
holy place once a year to offer sacrifice
for the sins of the Israelites. However, no
sacrifice cleansed the conscience and it
was only a temporary measure.

The permanent solution for sin

But in the fullness of time God gave a
permanent solution by sending His only
Son, Jesus Christ to die for our sins. He
taught, healed and asked people to
repent of their sins and accept the
kingdom (rule) of God in their lives. The
creator of the whole universe became
the Lamb and shed His blood on the
cross for restoring the relationship
between God and man. He died and rose
again. Now He is seated at the right hand
of God and will one day come back to

take us with Him to our heavenly homes.
Between our redemption and
glorification he has promised us the
help of the Holy Spirit and the Word of
God to lead holy and acceptable lives.

The confidence to live
Holy lives**

The Father is willing to give the Holy
Spirit to all who ask. Jesus has a pitcher
filled with the living water waiting to fill
your cup to the overflowing. The only
condition is that your cup needs to be
clean.

And how do you keep your cup
clean?

Every act of sin needs repentance
and cleansing. With brokenness of heart,
come humbly to the foot of the cross to
be washed in the blood of Jesus.  The
door at the foot of the cross is very low,
and there is no option but to bend down
and walk on your hands and knees if you
want to go through (no stiff necked person
can pass through). And as you do, the
blood of Jesus will wash you of your sins.

How do you recognize sin?
Anything that disturbs your peace is

sin.  “Let the peace of God rule in your
hearts” (Col. 3:15). The Holy Spirit will
blow a whistle like a referee in a game to
tell you that sin has come in. Be quick to
listen to His leading.

** Excerpts from the book:
‘The Calvary Road’ by Roy Hession

             (- continued next page)
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At the baptism of Jesus, John the
Baptist recognized Jesus and said:”
Behold the lamb of God, who takes way
the sins of the world”. And as Jesus rose
up from the water, the Holy Spirit
descended upon Him like a dove and
God declared, ”This is my beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased”. The dove is
a very gentle bird; it wouldn’t alight on
anyone less gentle than a lamb.
Likewise only if Jesus is in us and when
we have His lamb like nature, His purity
and His humbleness, the Holy Spirit will
alight upon us.

Persistent Holy lives

So if we want God’s presence in our
lives, if we want our bodies to be His
temple, if we want Him to dwell in us and
have fellowship with us, we need to also
recognize that:

1. We have been chosen in Him
before the foundation of the world to be
holy (Eph. 1: 4).

2. We need to lead sanctified lives
(by the Word and Spirit of God) (I Thes.
4:3, 7, 8; John 17:17)

3. We need to be holy as God is holy
(1 Pet. 1:16).

4. We need to follow peace with all
men and holiness (without which no
man shall see the Lord) (Heb. 12:14).

5. We should put on Lord Jesus
Christ and make no provision for the
flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof’ (Rom.
13:14).

God will help us to abide and grow in
Him, through His word and through the
Holy Spirit. He will lead us from glory to
glory, till we all come “in the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to a perfect man, to the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ”.

"Way of Holiness"   . . . (Continuaton from previous page)
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Ex-Pres. Jimmy Carter - 93 year
old Sunday School Teacher!

A large number of tourists arrive every
Sunday at Maranatha Baptist Church in
Plains, Georgia, USA,  to see 93-year-
old Jimmy Carter, the 39th president of
the United States, conduct Bible study.
Visitors begin lining up outside the
church from 5 am.

T h e
s a n c t u a r y
fills quickly,
as does an
o v e r f l o w
room with
v i d e o
screens. At
9:50 a.m.,
R o s a l y n n
Carter, who
turned 90 in
A u g u s t ,

takes a seat in the fifth row. A few minutes
later, Jimmy walks in, microphone in
hand. His topic for the day is the book of
Ezekiel and he begins by saying, "Today,
we’ll be reviewing one of the most difficult
sections of the Bible”. He continues,
"Ezekiel was 'the bearer of bad news',
sent by God to tell the Israelites that their
disloyalty was responsible for their
tribulations". Personal accountability is
the theme of Carter’s 30-minute talk,
delivered without notes. Carter
concludes with the message that the

acceptance of Jesus “is the key to a full
and fruitful and happy and peaceful life”.

Both the Carters take third-row seats
among members of Maranatha Baptist
church. You might take them to be any
elderly couple attending church. The
church service begins with singing and
ends with benediction by 11 a.m. after a
sermon by the Pastor of the church.

Then starts the picture taking
session. The Carters sit on stools and
have their picture taken with every visitor,
a line that snakes through the sanctuary
and into the overflow room. Every one is
amazed by the fact that a 93 year old ex-
president of USA teaches in church on
numerous Sundays before hundreds of
visitors!

Church replaced by
social media!

A new Pew Research Center study
has found that people in the age group
20 to 40 years are finding spiritual
fulfillment in social media, fitness clubs,
etc. rather than traditional church
services. For example, Madison Blank,
a 27-year-old youth often wakes up at
dawn to attend a fitness class. She
explains: "Coming together with a class
forms an unbreakable unity. Fitness has
allowed me to connect to my inner self
more - than sitting through a religious
service". Some others seek spiritual
fulfillment through social media.

Jimmy Carter

Facebook founder, Mark Zuckerberg, has
even described the community found on
Facebook as a type of church, a place
where “people find a sense of purpose
and support”. Courtney Ferrucci shared
how Facebook allows her to connect with
others in her profession: “We’re dealing
with the same struggles, the same life
events. We give advice to each other and
support each other. If there’s a problem,
there will immediately be 30 girls trying
to help".

Food and restaurants are another
substitute that youths are pursuing in
place of church. It is sad that the church
has failed in its duty!

Weekly Bible study for
US Cabinet members!

Ralph Drollinger of
Capitol Ministries  is
conducting a weekly Bible
study in which a dozen
members of the US
cabinet attend regularly.
Among those who
regularly attend are the
Education Secretary, the
Agriculture Secretary, the
Energy Secretary, the CIA Director and
the Attorney General. Vice President
attends whenever he can make it.

It is, indeed, reassuring to know that
the US is led by a few God fearing
people!

Ralph
Drollinger




	Page 2

