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In iPhone 1 Trust?

“Do not be anxious about anything” (Phil. 4:6)
“I will never leave you, nor forsake you” (Heb. 13:5)

| was half way on my drive to a place about
twenty miles away from my home in a small
town in USA. The sun was shining, the traffic
was smooth, and the drive was fun. | was feeling
fine as | looked forward to a meeting. This was
going to be a good day.

All of a sudden, | realized that | did not have
my cell (mobile) phone with me. | checked my
jacket and coat pockets and the dashboard area
of the car. The phone was not anywhere to be
found. | thought about all the places where |
may have left the phone and recalled that the
phone was near my breakfast coffee just a short
while ago.

Suddenly, again, | sensed real anxiety
welling up within me, flooding my mind with
unsettling thoughts. What if my daughter texted
me from out of state with an emergency? There
is no way for my wife to get hold of me if she is
in any danger. What would | do if | had an
accident? How would | let

dormitory room on the campus of Yale University
Divinity School, but | was not in panic. Leaving
my parents, siblings and the church members
who loved me so much, was painful, but | knew
God was leading me to the future He had for
me. That assurance gave me comfort.

| did not know anyone in New Haven,
Connecticut - home of Yale University - during
the early days of my study there. | knew no
one to call if | had a need. | had no means of
transportation except campus bus for local trips
and Greyhound or Trailways buses for
occasional trips to New York. | don’t recall
having panic attacks regarding this situation.

| had to spend almost all of a week’s earnings
from campus employment in those days to
make a pre-arranged ten-minute phone call to
India to hear a loved one’s voice. When | could
not afford to call, | was sad, but | knew God
was with me. | was sure that He was watching

over me. | was not overly

anyone know? | could feel

anxious.

myself moving to a panic state
as | continued to drive.
Consider this.
[ left my home in India more
than four decades ago with

How could | be so
anxious about a miss-
ing mobile phone?
Did | replace my Savior
with a machine?

Several passages
reassured me of God’s care
and protection during my
lonely days: “I am with you”
(Matt. 28:20); “l will never leave

one barely full suitcase and

you” (Heb. 13:5); “Do not be

eight one dollar bills to come

toAmerica. | was not oficially twenty-one years
old yet. | had never left home alone before to
go anywhere outside my home state. On few
occasions when | crossed the Indian state line,
| was accompanied by parents, teachers, or
family members. Still, | was not panic-stricken
on my way to America as | found myself this
day.

When | landed for the first time in John F.
Kennedy (JFK) Airport in New York at night,
very unsure if my relative there — one of only
two | had in America then - had received the
letter regarding my arrival, | was afraid. But a
couple of friendly people I met on the airplane
from Heathrow Airport in London to JFK gave
me courage. | was not panicking.

| was homesick — missing my beloved
parents and siblings - as | checked into a

anxious about anything” (Phil.
4:6). | found comfort in God’s word. | found
peace in God’s presence (Phil. 4:7). | found
strength in God’s Spirit (2 Cor. 12:9).

What has happened to me? How could | be
S0 anxious about a missing mobile phone? Did
| allow the iPhone maker to cultivate such
dependency in me for their product that its
separation for a short time caused such panic?
Did | replace my Savior with a machine? Did |
lose my simple trust in God as | achieved the
American dream and accumulated material
things?

The missing mobile phone and my palpable
anxiety confronted me that day. | was forced
to face this question: What is the motto of my
life? In God | trust? Or in iPhone | trust? |
decided to put my trust in God. | hope my
answer will always be, In Christ alone! [ |

Dr. Thomson
K. Mathew
D.Min., Ed.D.

Professor
Emeritus &
Former Dean
Oral Roberts
University,
USA

What is the
motto of my life?
In God | trust?
OriniPhone |
trust? | decided
to put my trust in
God. | hope my
answer will
always be,

In Christ alone!
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This act of
making
something to
cover their
nakedness with
fig leaves is
symbolic of
human attempt
to hide our
shame from
each other.

The ancient art of hiding!

"And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God
among the trees of the garden. Then the Lord God called to Adam and said to him,
“Where are you?” (Genesis 3:8,9)

Hiding is the second oldest sin in the history
of the world - a sin that is the consequence of
the first one - disobedience.

Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating the
fruit that they were not allowed to eat. Before
eating that fuit, they were naked but were not
ashamed of their nakedness (Genesis 2:25).
When they disobeyed God by eating the fruit
that God forbade them to eat they realized their
nakedness and were ashamed of it. The Bible
says, "Then the eyes of both were opened and
they knew that they were naked. And they
sewed fig leaves together and made themselves
loincloths" (Genesis 2:7 - ESV).

Shame was a
consequence of the sin of

their lives from each other. Many marriages are
wrecked because spouses play this game until
the inevitable happens. Parents hide their lives
from their children by hiding behind an ideal past
that they never had. Children hide their lives
from parents too by pretending to be what they
are not yet. Many pastors have hidden their
shameful lives from their congregation and when
they had to come out of their hiding, their
marriages are broken, children are shattered,
and their congregations fall apart.

Sin produces shame, shame sends us to
hiding, and hiding makes us continue in sin.
This chain has to be broken!

Humans not only hide
from each other but from

disobedience. We go into
hiding as Adam and Eve
did because we are
ashamed of our
disobedience. In this case
of Adam and Eve they tried
to hide their nakedness
from each other. They
never had to do that before
they committed sin. Before
sinning they were naked
but were not ashamed; but
after sin they did not
become naked but were
ashamed of their

Sin produces shame,
shame sends us to
hiding, and hiding makes
us continue in sin. This
chain has to be broken!
Humans not only hide
from each other but from
God too. That is the
second act in the drama
of hiding. What they hid
from each other is their
shame but from God they
tried to hide themselves

God too. That is the second
act in the drama of hiding.
The writer of Genesis tells
us, "And they heard the
sound of the LORD God
walking in the garden in the
cool of the day, and the
man and his wife hid
themselves from the
presence of the LORD God
among the trees of the
garden" (Genesis 3:8
ESV).

What they hid from
each other is their shame

nakedness. They never

had to hide their

nakedness from each other since they were
not ashamed of it. Sin brought shame into the
life of humans so they started hiding from each
other!

This act of making something to cover their
nakedness with fig leaves is symbolic of human
attempt to hide our shame from each other This
act of hiding from each other is a game that the
descendants of Adam and Eve (including you
and me) have perfected over the years. This
explains why spouses hide many aspects of

but from God they tried to
hide themselves. Why do
people deny God? | have often found that most
people who deny God have no philosophical
justifications except their own sense of guilt.
Their way of dealing with sin is to deny that
God doesn’t exist or doesn’t matter. This is
vividly portrayed in Psalms 14 and 53: "The fool
says in his heart, ‘There is no God.’ They are
corrupt, they do abominable deeds, there is
none who does good" (Psalm 14:1 ESV).
‘Saying in his heart’is an attempt to convince
oneself. The two sentences of the above verse
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"Freedom Thoughts"

"If the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed” (John 8:36)
"Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free,
and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage" (Galatians 5:1)

Freedom may be the most wanted and
beneficial condition for people and nations. To
achieve freedom, many nations agitated in the
past history and some fight even today.
Thousands of people from all over the world have
sacrificed their life for this to happen. Lack of
freedom is the most unwanted situation - life of
entanglements, without dignity or identity and
with no possible improvement. Such a condition
is called slavery. No
one, not even the
animals or birds
appreciate it. Freedom
has generally been
classified into different
categories, such as
political, social,
economic and
religious. Then there is
freedom to think, freedom of speech, freedom
to write, freedom of belief, etc. Though these
are the facts, today we are unsure about
freedom in many countries. Even in our
democratic India, people are really missing the
sweet taste of freedom now-a-days - especially
the Christian community. On political and
religious grounds, we have an uncertain scenario
ahead of us. Nevertheless we all have to go

Lack of freedom is the most
unwanted situation - life of
entanglements, without dignity or
identity and with no possible
improvement. Such a condition is
called slavery. No one, not even the
animals or birds appreciate it.

forward till our last breath or the Lord’s
appearance.

In this context it is appropriate to think and
know about the freedom we enjoy in Jesus
Christ our Saviour. Saint Paul wrote, “Stand fast
therefore in the liberty by which Christ HAS
MADE US FREE, and do not be entangled
again with a yoke of bondage”.(Galatians 5:1).
This is a great declaration from the man of God
by the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit about
Christian freedom.

BIBLICAL
OUTLOOK

God had sent
Jesus Christ in the
fullness of the time to
the fallen world to declare and establish the
freedom for humanity who were entangled
terribly into sin and its master Satan (Isa. 61:1-
2; Luke 4:18, 19). The consequences of
bondage are too heavy to describe, but the Lord
has broken them on the cross through His
sacrificial death. Thus liberty became a reality.
The great emancipation is achieved and has
become accessible to all humanity.

Pastor
Shibu Joseph
Navi Mumbai

In Galatians,
Paul not only
proclaims the
great news of
freedom, but
gives a warning
and the need to
be alert in life.
There are
possibilities for
us to be
entangled again
into the
bondages.

"The Ancient Art of Hiding!" . . . . (Continuation from previous page)

are connected as a bridge that has two-way
traffic. The denial of God is the result of their
corruption and at the same time it is the denial
of God that leads to corruption as well.

God is merciful and kind but He can deal
with our shame only if we can come out of our
hiding into the open. When we come out to the
open then He deals with our sins. In the case
of Adam and Eve, He points out that the human
attempt to hide from each other is inadequate.
However there is a divine solution which involves
a sacrifice. The writer of Genesis only knew

that the solution to the human problem is a
sacrifice of an animal. Many Christian
interpreters see here an indication of Christ’s
sacrifice on the cross.

God demands us to admit what has gone
wrong in our lives. This is what God did when
he called out to Adam, 'Where are you?’ God
knew where he was and what he has done but
by this God was demanding an admission from
Adam. God wants Adam to acknowledge what
he has done and thus come out of his moral
hiding. n

God is merciful
and kind but
He can deal
with our shame
only if we can
come out of
our hiding into
the open
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The freedom
that is granted
to us never
promotes us to
use this liberty
as an opportunity
for the flesh but
through love
serve one
another. ltis
freedom of the
Spirit. There is a
line of control
(LOC) for

every one. Above
all, it is not only
our freedom
alone but it is of
Christ too. This
means, we need
to allow Jesus
Christ to work in
us, deal with us
and interfere in
every matter

It is absolutely free! The Lord Almighty spent
everything for us. The prophecies got fulfilled.
The prolonged anticipation got the answer.
Father God was satisfied because the demand
of divine justice was fulfilled. Saviour, Jesus
Christ, declared, “it is finished” on the cross.
Satanic kingdom got defeated. His power was
diminished. His head that deceived many was
crushed. The power of sin was nullified. The
darkness drifted away. Gates of hell got shaken.
The last enemy, death, was invalidated.

The glory of the Lord has appeared. The
divine light has dawned. The darkness has been
drowned. Clouds have got split and have made
a new way to eternity. Clutches of sin are
broken; chains of curse are removed. The cage
of sin and its forces is opened. Christ has made
us free. We have obtained two wings of
justification and sanctification by His grace to
fly over every
accusation of the devil.
Thus we have received
legal and divine
protection. Jesus said
prior to His death, “--
if the Son makes you
free, you shall be free
indeed” (John 8:36).
The true freedom is
seen in Christ alone.
Itis total and absolute.
Hence Paul wants us to stand fast in it. Do we
really understand the value and dignity of the
freedom God has granted to us in Christ? Do
we really thank Lord for this?

A WORD OF WARNING!

We, the Lord’s people, must be very
cautious about all these kinds of
schemes of the enemy of God’s

Kingdom. Otherwise darkness will
be on our path and eventually we will
end up in the outer darkness where

weeping and gnashing of tooth will
welcome us!

schemes of the enemy of God’s Kingdom.
Otherwise darkness will be on our path and
eventually we will end up in the outer darkness
where weeping and gnashing of tooth will
welcome us!

WHAT SHOULD WE DO?

The epistle of Galatians is the Magna Charta
of the Christian freedom. Therefore we need to
pick up a few immediate remedies from it and
apply to our daily life. Looking at the Galatian
believers’ spiritual condition, Paul says that he
travails for them again, until Christ is formed in
them (4:20). This means, though they are
coming to the church, Christ is not active in
them, or He is not growing in them. We need to
make sure that we have Christ in us and HE
must increase in us as Baptist John said.

Another issue
Paul points out is,
“they are fallen from
the grace” (5:4b). The
grace is given to us
not to fall but to stand
firm in the freedom.
Here we need to take
heed and ask, are we
trusting and standing
in the grace? Jude’s
alarming words are
here befitting, “--- ungodly men who turned the
grace of our God into lewdness” (obscenity -
Jude v.4). Without falling from the church, one
can fall from grace!! Be careful!!

Finally, we need to undersiand the greatness
and the obvious confines of our freedom. The
freedom that is granted to us never promotes

freely. In Galatians, Paul not only proclaims the us to use this liberty as an opportunity for the
great news of freedom, but gives a warningand  flesh but through love serve one another (5:13).
the need to be alert in life. There are possibilities It is freedom of the Spirit. There is a line of
for us to be entangled again into the bondages.  control (LOC) for every one. Above all, it is not
The forces of the world wait for a time to sweep  only our freedom alone but it is of Christ too.
over us with their masterful tricks. There are  This means, we need to allow Jesus Christ to
many so called church members entangledin  work in us, deal with us and interfere in every
various bindings. Some are ignorant, but some  matter freely. Could it be possible? Are we really
are purposely in them for a few achievements.  permitting Jesus to do whatever He wills in our
There are some people entangled to the lust  life? If not, we have to resettle our life once again
of money and wealth, a few others to the lust of  towards Him. This is the Christian life in fact.
power - politics. Many are individually entangled  Be a true Christian, have a genuine enjoyment
to envy, anger, backbiting, party spirit, hatred, of freedomin Christ.
contentions, deceiving others, selfish May these freedom thoughts help all of us
ambitions, etc. We, the Lord’s people, must to assess and analyze our life in the light of
be very cautious about all these kinds of  His unchanging Word. |
September 2018 6 Suvartha



We should imitate CHRIST

Meditations from

"Ephesians'’

In our relationships!

“Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. And walk in love, as Christ also has
loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a
sweet-smelling aroma” (Eph. 5:1-2)

Apostle Paul’s
letter to the Ephesians
can be viewed as two
halves of one big
picture about receiving
and giving faith. While
the first three chapters
(1-3) describe what
God has done for us
in Christ (“receiving

s
NS S Crte

s = "
5.

In our spiritual life, we
should manifest
Christ to the world and
seek to walk worthy
of our dignity as His
beloved children.
Christ pleased His
Father by giving
Himself for others.
The moral is that we

faith”), the last three

chapters (4—6) describe what we are to do in
response to what God has done for us (“giving
faith”).

One of the prime things we are called to do
is live for God and imitate Him just as children
follow after the patterns seen in their parents.
Godliness is living the way God wants us to. In
Ephesians, godliness is exhorted in terms of
behavior, motivating dynamic, and example.
Godly behavior is modeled after God Himself,
especially as He has revealed Himself in His
fullness in Jesus Christ.

too can bring joy to
God by giving ourselves for others. Christ is also
our example in holiness of life, purity of thought,
and cleanness of speech.

Christ was the true burnt offering, the One
who was completely devoted to do the will of
His Father in heaven, even to the death of the
cross. This sacrifice is eulogized as being for a
sweet-smelling aroma. F.B. Meyer comments:
“In love so measureless, so reckless of cost,
for those who were naturally so unworthy of it,
there was a spectacle which filled heaven with

fragrance and God'’s

One of the patterns of

heart with joy”?

a godly life-style
includes walking in love,
which means giving of
ourselves sacrificially for
the benefit of others, just
as Christ has done for us
(5:2). God loved us when
we were still His

Let us model our lives after Christ
and imitate Him in our relation-
ships. He is the perfect example of
the love God requires fromus. As  He is
we truly love others in word and
action, others will see that we are
truly the disciples of Jesus Christ.

Let us model our lives
after Christ and imitate
Him in our relationships.
the perfect
example of the love God
requires from us. We can
practice this by putting
the interests of others

. From Qhapter 5

Dr. Shibu
Cherian
D.Min., Ph.D.

is the Pastor

of Carolinas
Christian
Assembly in
Matthews, NC
that serves all
Asian Indians in
and around the
Charlotte area.
He is also the
President of
United in the
WORD
Ministries, Inc.
He is a certified
Clinical Chaplain,
a Bible Teacher
and a Premarital
Counselor. Visit
his ministry
website @ http:/
www.unitedinthe

enemies. The proof of His above our own through word.com
love is that He gave Himself for us in death at  loving, serving and selfless living for others (Phil.
Calvary. As imitators, we should demonstrate  2:3-5). As we truly love others in word and action,
that type of self-sacrificial love. A good others will see that we are truly the disciples of
understanding of God’s love and our place in  Jesus Christ.
His family (1:5) motivates the self-sacrifice that “A new commandment | give to you, that
is necessary for our daily Christ-like living. you love one another; as | have loved you, that
Another pattern would be in imitating God’s  you also love one another. By this all will know
forgiveness (4:32). Just as God in Christ has  that you are My disciples, if you have love for
forgiven us, we should also forgive one another  one another.” (John 13:34-35) [}
September 2018 7 Suvartha



Relationship of Baptism with
The Lord’s Table

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we
break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many are one
body, for we all partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16,17)

When | was pastoring a church in
Michigan | invited all “baptized
believers” to join at the Lord’s Table.
That prompted a few people who came
to me and asked why say, “baptized
believers"? Is baptism really needed
for taking communion?

When we make a deeper study
about communion and baptism, we find
that both have significant roles in a
believer's life. It is certainly a biblical
position to invite "baptized believers"
for the Lord’s Table.

Two sacraments: Baptism and
the Lord’s Table.

There are two sacraments given to
the church, Baptism and the Lord’s
Table, but these serve dif ferent
functions.

Baptism is a one time event that
signifies:

a) identification with

Dr. Shibu Samuel Ph.D.
Dallas

one to the church. We also see this in
Acts 2, where people repent, believe
and are baptized and thus are “added”
to the church (Acts 2:38-41).

The Lord’s Table, on the other hand,
is an ongoing, repeatable event (“as
often as you eat this bread and drink
this cup do this in remembrance of
me”) that signifies:

of blessing that we bless, is it not a
participation in the blood of Christ? The
bread that we break, is it not a
participation in the body of Christ?
Because there is one bread, we who
are many are one body, for we all
partake of the one bread”. This shows
us that communion involves both a
special fellowship (“participation”) with
Jesus and symbolizes our unity with
the “one body” of Christ (“we who are
many are one body”).

The Sequence: Baptism precedes
Communion.

So, while baptism is an initial
profession of faith, the Lord’s Table is
an ongoing, continual, and
repeated renewal of faith. But isn’t it
dishonest for someone to participate
in a renewal of faith, if they’ve never
professed faith in baptism to start with?

Communion is also

Christ in His death, burial

and resurrection and

b) entrance into the
Christian church.

Lots of passages
point this way. Take for
example the Great
Commission: We are
commanded to make
disciples, baptizing them

While baptism is an initial profession of faith, the
Lord’s Table is an ongoing, continual, and
repeated renewal of faith. But isn’t it dishonest for
someone to participate in a renewal of faith,

if they’ve never professed faith in

baptism to start with? It would be pretense for some-
one to take communion when he has not even taken
the first step of obedience to Jesus in baptism!

something of a pledge of
renewed trust in Christ
and obedience to Him
(which is one reason
why Paul warns against
eating or drinking
unworthily  in 1
Corinthians 1:27). But it
would be pretense for
someone to take

in the name of Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit
(Matthew 28:19), There are multiple
references in Acts, where people are
baptized in the name of Jesus (Acts
2:39, 8:16; 10:48). In the Epistles, Paul
speaks of "being baptized into Christ
and into the body" (Gal. 3:27; Rom.
6:5). In other words, baptism is what
identifies one with Christ and unites

a) continuing in fellowship with
Christ,

b) continuance in the Christian
faith,

¢) and unity with the Christian
church.

This is especially clear in 1 Cor.
10:16-17, where Paul says, “The cup

communion when he
has not even taken the
first step of obedience to Jesus in
baptism!

Then there is also the biblical
pattern. The sequence is always
baptism first, followed by communion.
"Those who accepted his message
were baptized, and about three
thousand were added to their number
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that day. They devoted themselves to
the apostles’ teaching and to

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
to prayer" (Acts 2:41,42). Those who
are baptized and added to the church
participate in the breaking of bread.
Paul talks at length about communion
in 1 Corinthians 11, it is only fair to
assume from a reading of the earlier
part of the letter (chapter 1) that he is
writing to baptized Christians. There
is no example in Acts or
the Epistles to suggest

of the communion service to share in
the Lord’s Table is absolutely Biblical
and also relevant. Such an
announcement is helpful for a couple
reasons. First of all, it is a timely
reminder for parents that their kids
should be baptized before taking
communion. It is also helpful for
seekers and non-Christians who may
be present in the congregation to
concretely discern for themselves

to the church and the world.

Baptism points to the death, burial
and resurrection of Jesus. It is a
dramatic reenactment of the
humiliation and exaltation of our Lord
and signifies our union with Him through
faith. “Do you not know that all of us
who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death?
We were buried therefore with him by
baptism into death, in order that, just
as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of

that anybody can
participate in the Lord’s
Table without any
restriction.

Add to this the
witness of the church
through the ages. While
historical creeds and
confessions don’t settle

Baptism publicly declares that whatever is true of
Christ is also true of all who trust in Him. His story is
our story, in His death we also died, and through His

resurrection, we receive life made new. The Lord’s
Table, likewise, “proclaims the Lord’s death until he
comes” (1 Cor. 11:26). We embody our faith through
everyday acts of walking in the newness of life in
good fellowship with God and man

the Father, we too might
walk in newness of life”
(Romans 6:3). Baptism
publicly declares that
whatever is true of Christ
is also true of all who
trust in Him. His story is
our story, in His death we
also died, and through
His resurrection, we

the matter (Scripture

does that!), they do give
us some clear benchmarks for
understanding how the church has
historically understood the doctrine.
And from what | can tell, the majority
of churches have either taught or
assumed that baptism should precede
communion. Of course, there are
significant disagreements about the
mode and timing of baptism — but
almost all agree that baptism must
come first.

So, the invitation offered to
“baptized believers” at the beginning

about their eligibility to share the Lord’s
Table. Of course, being baptized itself
does not make anyone a Christian or
necessarily prove he is one. But
making a public declaration under the
authority of a local church is an
important step and a good safeguard
against self-deception.

Their Significance: Making the
Gospel Visible.

Finally, let us never forget that both
baptism and the Lord’s Table are given
by the Lord to make the gospel visible

receive life made new.
The Lord’s Table, likewise,
‘proclaims the Lord’s death until he
comes” (1 Cor. 11:26). When we eat
the broken bread and drink the fruit of
the vine, we taste and see that the
crucified and risen Savior is gracious
and good. We embody our faith through
everyday acts of walking in the
newness of life in good fellowship with
God and man. We trust in Christ and
His finished work alone for our
salvation, spiritual life and strength.

Ve

™\

Quotable Quotes from Watchman Nee

.

“Faith looks not at what happens to him but at Him Whom he believes"

"We need to follow our Lord’s admonition to remember Lot’s wife, for she was one who did not forget
her possessions even in a time of the greatest peril. She was not guilty of having retraced a single
step towards Sodom. All she did was look back. But how revealing was that backward glance! Does .

it not speak volumes concerning the condition of her heart?"

"Prayer is work. The experiences of many children of God demonstrate that it accomplishes far more
than does any other form of work. It is also warfare, for it is one of the weapons in fighting the
enemy. However, only prayer in the spirit is genuinely effectual”

"Prayer is the acid test of the inner man’s strength. A strong spirit is capable of praying much and praying with all
perseverance until the answer comes. A weak one grows weary and fainthearted in the

maintenance of praying"

Watchman
Nee

)
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Youth Forum

Youth and Social Media:
The Biggest Challenge!

Social media have become
prominent parts of life for many young
people today. The average person now
spends more time each day on their
phone and computer than they do
sleeping. No doubt, social media is
able to connect to the people around
the world with a click of a button and
is beneficial to some extent for sharing
the message.

Are we as a society becoming more
concerned with Facebook “Friends”
than we are with the people we interact
with face to face in our daily lives?
Daily overuse of these social media
sites tends to have harmful effect on
the health of all youngsters as it makes
them more susceptible to various
health problems in future. Children are
at higher risk of depression, low self
esteem, and eating disorders and more
prone to feeling isolated and
disconnected.

Few questions to ask today’s
youth:

a) How much time do we spend
on social networking sites depriving our
valuable time and not sleeping enough?

b) Are we interested to spend time
with God or it is just due to the
compulsion of parents?

¢) How much time do we devote
ourselves for prayer?

d) Are we not whiling away our time
in futile things?

I's the need of the hour to think
deeply and must be able to be
answerable to our conscience. As we
read in | Corinthians 10:23: "All things
are lawful for me, but not all things are
helptul; all things are lawful for me, but
not all things edify".

Children of God should be aware of
the danger of excessive self-love and
pre-occupation with self.

Seema Reji, Nasik

2 Peter 1.10 says: “Therefore,
brethren, be even more diligent to
make your CALL and ELECTION sure,
for if you do these things you will never
stumble”.

| know about a youth who stays in
the same house, texts her mother from
one bedroom to another asking her to
serve dinner / various other activities
which otherwise could be discussed
face to face. Children are found
refraining themselves from talking
about their issues to parents which
results in anxiety and depression.
They are losing their connectivity with
GOD. Satan with all his power is trying
to grab the precious time of today’s
youth misleading him / her to spend
maximum time on phone which
otherwise could be utilized for
something productive and useful. We
as parents should be vigilant and active
to guide our children to walk on the
path of light. We must make them
realize the importance of using actual
BIBLE than the bible on phone.

| heard a man of God preaching,
“You must carry your ‘HOLY BIBLE’
to church and not your electronic
gadgets because your phone is not
HOLY”. Devil is seeking to distract
mankind from understanding the signs
and closeness of Jesus’ coming.

Encourage youngsters to spend time
in spiritual activities. These days
children of the age 1 -5 years are also
seen with mobiles operating YouTube
and Facebook. Parents instead of
handing phone to the kids must
interact with them. Less time should
be spent on social networking sites.
Children are the best imitators and so
elders must set an example by setting
their eyes on things above and not on
earthly things.

Our God is a God who calls people
to accomplish His work here on earth.
Young friends, Jesus has called many
times and you know it well. Yet you
did not hearken His voice. You must
have said, “NO” or “WAIT”.

Whatever may it be, do not get
disheartened. You can always serve
the LORD as you continue your studies
and work in perfect holiness without
conforming yourself to the filthiness of
flesh and worldly pleasures.

1 Peter 2:9: "Proclaim the praises
of Him who called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light".

Young people, since the second
coming of Jesus is near, let us not
waste time, but step out of our comfort
zone to do something for the Lord. May
be getting up half an hour early and
praying or giving some money to the
needy, food to the hungry and clothes
to the needy or comforting the troubled
and heart-stricken or visiting a hospital
and praying for the sick ones or
spreading the GOOD NEWS etc. Let
us use our time judiciously and
prepare ourselves for the expansion of
His kingdom and the second coming
of Jesus Christ.

Psalms 37:23: “The steps of a good
man are ordered by the LORD; And
HE delighteth in his way”. o
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Youth Forum

The Next Level of FAITH

"I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. | wish you were either one or the other!
So, because you are lukewarm - neither hot nor cold - | am about to spit you out of my mouth"

Have you ever thought how much
deep you are in faith? Are you close to
our Lord’s expectations in your life?

You may be doing all the right things-
athome, at work, at church - but you don’t
know where your life is headed. You feel
lost and disoriented from where you
thought you’d be and how you thought
you’d get there. But it’s almost too
terrifying to acknowledge, so you just
keep going with the flow day after day,
without a strong direction toward a place
where God is moving you.

Jesus tells the church at Laodicea,
“Some of you are not hot, you are not
even cold, you are lukewarm”. And the
result is just as disastrous: “There is no
life there. | will spit you out of my mouth [if
| find you in that lukewarm zone]”

Well, there are three questions that
are significant, vital and urgent for you to
answer if indeed you are going to
advance to the next level of spiritual living.

I. Where are you?

Wherever you are the answer to this
question is the same: You have to move
up, you are called to greatness.

1. What is the next level for your life?

You need to know where you are
going. There is a God-ordained Kingdom
destiny for you - that is your calling.

Ill. How do you get there?

It is only by yourFaith, Obedience and
Focus. So wherever you are at this
moment in your life, relax and say: “God,
| want to go to my new level now. | am
ready to move on and move up”. Then
follow these steps to help you through
the transition process.

1. Ask God to speak to you. He can
communicate with you through the
Scriptures, His written Word. He may
speak to you through a prophetic word.
Be convinced of the call. When God
begins to take you through the process
of change, you must make sure you are
absolutely convinced of His call on your
life and secure in His purposes as He
has revealed them to you. If you are not
convinced of your call, then every time

(Revelations 3:15,16)

Jenissa Thomas
Houston

you hit a point of discouragement, or a
difficulty, you will focus on your problems
and give up. Only a deep conviction of
your call will enable you to keep going
when facing hardship. .

How should you respond when you
receive a word from the Lord through
prophecy?

Look for confirmation. In other words,
if a prophecy presents an entirely new
thought or idea to you, then receive the
word - but “hold” it until its meaning
become clear to you in the light of the
Word of God.

2. Determine how you must change.
When God begins to shift you from one
assignment to another, you will go
through a process of preparation. These
preparations are not based on your past
but must take place in the present. It
involves the practical changes you need
to make in your life in order to actually
fulfill the new assignment or the new
season God has for you.

3. Commit to overcoming the
opposition. When God begins to move
you to a new level, the devil wants to
move you backward, OR at least make
you to stay where you are. One of the
greatest barriers to moving forward to the
next level is being too comfortable
functioning where you are. Choosing to
stay in your comfort zone may mean that
you never go to the next level. Any form of
discomfort is worth overcoming in order

to say yes to the next great thing God has
for you.

4. Be prepared for increased spiritual
attacks. The more you move into God’s
purposes of your life, the attacks of your
opposition will be harder. You might face
challenges and temptations, more than
ever before. But In Christ, you have
spiritual armor to protect against the
attacks of the enemy (see Ephesians.
6:13-18). You also have the weapon of
His Word, the "sword" of His Spirit. Use
everything available to you as a Christian,
and though attacks will come, you will
overcome with God’s help.

5. Acceptance. A genuinely humble
person always accepts and
acknowledges what God has done in his
or her life. Be honest about what He is
doing, and give Him all glory. As you
simply trust His wisdom and follow His
lead, your confidence and anointing will
continue to increase. Do not become
proud; but neither should you deny who
God has designed you to be.

6. Remember that transition takes
time. Successful transition does not
happen quickly and so determine to be
patient as you move into your new
season.

7. Move ahead with bold faith. Any time
God is shifting you from one level to the
next, there comes a point at which you
simply must “go for it”. This is a point at
which faith springs into action and
becomes more alive than ever before.
You may know all kinds of concepts and
principles, but without BOLD faith you will
never step out to achieve all that God has
purposed for you.

Jesus is saying to you: “Come on!
Take that step of bold faith. | am ready
and waiting to walk with you”.

Always remember, God is faithful. He
is faithful to finish the work He has begun
in you (see Phillippians 1:6). Move on
and move up. God will definitely move
you to your next level!

GOD BLESS YOU ALL. ®
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Gospel in all campuses

Mark Gautheir, executive director of
U.S. campus ministry, has begun a
prayer movement for God’s Word to be
heard in hard to reach collegiate student
bodies across USA. He told CBN News,
“The goal is zero campuses without a
student ministry by 2025”. The ministry
is teaming up with InterVarsity Christian
Fellowship to launch this mission. The
campaign aims to reach 1,800 college
campuses with the Gospel message.
The campaign website states, “God
loves every student on campus. But,
more than half of today’s college
students attend a campus where there
is not an active group of Christians
sharing the love and hope of Jesus with
their classmates. We want to change
that”. The movement plans to plant the
Gospel in every campus in the country,
particularly in every campus that has at
least 1,000 students.

It is, indeed, great news. The Gospel
is needed to penetrate the present liberal
ideologies immensely popular among
the student community.

"Jesus is alive", tweets
Ramin Parsal!

Ramin Parsa, a passenger of the
Aeromexico plane, was recording the
takeoff out of his
window when the
plane descended
and then crashed.
The video shows
the plane
speeding down
the runway when
the weather
becomes more
menacing, with
heavy rain and hail.

Ramin Parsa

As the plane

crashes, Parsa can be heard praying to
Jesus. Parsa told NBC News: “People
were screaming, and | was praying — |
was praying to Jesus, Jesus, so Jesus
saved our lives”. No one was killed, and
many walked from the plane unharmed
before it was engulfed in flames. Parsa,

an evangelist, wrote on Twitter, “Jesus
Christ is alive. He saved me from a plane
crash. Forever I'm grateful to Him”.

We read in Psalms, "God is our
refuge, a very present help in trouble".
How many such incidents we can recall
in our lives!

"Love for the game,
God above all"

Two soccer players from opposing
teams playing in the 2018 World Cup in
Russia joined on the field after a game
to pray together. Belgium player Romelu
Lukaku, a Roman Catholic and Panama
player Fidel Escobar, an evangelical
Christian, knelt on the field after the
match between the two countries.
Belgium won 3-0. Lukaku scored two of
the winning goals. He has been vocal
about his faith, using his Instagram
account to talk about it. In one post on
September 2017, Lukaku posted a photo
of himself praying on the field after his
team qualified for the World Cup.

We must salute these brave people
who are daring enough to display their
faith in public!

"Ten Commandments’ Monument
in a shopping mall

An 800-pound granite tablet
engraved with the “Ten Commandments’
went up in a suburban Dallas, Texas
shopping mall on New Year eve. Richard
Morton, general manager of the Music
City Mall, told reporters that the
monument reflects the mall owner’s
belief system and he is not afraid to
share it”. A second granite tablet bearing
two “greatest commandments” - to love
the Lord and thy neighbor - is on the
second floor. The owner, John Bushman,
says, he hopes people find “peace and
love” in the Ten Commandments.
Bushman’s other businesses, including
hotels and casual dining restaurants,
have similar Ten Commandment
displays.

Some non-christians and some
atheists have made adverse comments
about the monuments. But nobody can

P R
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remove them or make it a legal issue as
they are in a private property. A shopping
mall operates like a public, community
space where all are welcome. But it is
actually a private space where church-
state laws demanding a neutrality toward
religion don’t apply!

China cracking down
on religions!

Astory by Associated Press describes
churches being shut down, Bibles being
seized and restrictions being placed on
other religions, too. One Christian
describes an incident in which Chinese
officials interrupted a church meeting
and ordered them to remove a cross, a
Bible verse and a painting of the Last
Supper off the wall. In recent months,
Chinese authorities have shut down
hundreds of Christian house churches,
seized Bibles, prevented children from
attending church in some areas and
urged Christians in one location to
replace posters of Jesus with pictures
of President Xi . The goal is to integrate
the nation’s religions with “Chinese
characteristics”, first among these being
loyalty to the Communist Party.

But the Gospel cannot be chained!
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Cassie

was studying

- in 8th grade
“Let the little children come tome| and enjoyed
and do not hinder them" music,

painting and
photography. Recently Cassie’s
father got a transfer and the whole
family moved. Cassie was now in a
new school. She had made a few
friends and was learning about her
new school and the town.

One day at school, Cassie was
looking with great interest at the
various flyers posted, regarding
extracurricular activities at the
school. But she was most excited
about the field trip her teacher had
mentioned in class earlier. Her class
was going on a nature walk and she
would be able to take plenty of
photographs. In addition she was
reading about a photography contest
in a few weeks where she would be
able to display her best photographs

A FRIEND IN JESUS »

if she chose to. Cassie also thought
that she could make new friends
when the class goes on afield trip.

In about three weeks, Cassie
went on the field trip with her class. As
the class walked together from one
spotto the next, Cassie made friends.
Some of her friends shared her
interest in photography and some
others in painting. One such friend
Betty asked Cassie if she knew
Jesus. Cassie did not know Jesus.
Soon Betty spoke to Cassie about
who Jesus is and about how He can

Beena Aunty

save each person from their
sin. In the following days,
Betty shared with Cassie
about Jesus and Cassie
accepted Jesus as her
personal Savior.

Cassie did take a bunch
of pictures on her field trip and
submitted the best ones for the
photography contest. She even
made new friends on her field trip. But
most of all she was glad she accepted
Jesus as her personal Savior. As
Cassie read the Bible, she read John
15:15 where Jesus says “lI have
called you friends, for everything that
[ learned from my Father | have made
known to you”. Cassie realized that
she had found a lifelong friend in
Jesus. She was also reminded in
Proverbs 12:26 that “the righteous
choose their friends carefully, but the
way of the wicked leads them astray”.

Crucification of Jesus Christ

Asher Jeffy
Parumala

Acfam & Eve

Aaron B. Thomas
Panvel

Picture story
of Dariel
Part -V

skill and all wisdom
to these four men

At the end of their appointed days
the chief official brought them
before King Nebuchadnezzer

God gave knowledge,

The King found them ten times better than all

magicians and astrologers

Banage P.K. Dear friends, Bible says "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom" Proverbs 9:10.
So obey the word of God and God will grant you this wisdom
September 2018 13 Suvartha
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(GO Come !

Sector 8, Vashi

Alliance Church,

Attend !!

g "And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." John 8:32
The Indian Pentecostal Church of God - Maharashtra

Mumbai East District

Cordially invite you to attend

SILVER JUBILEE CONVENTION

18,19, 20 & 21
October 2018
(Thursday to Sunday)

Be Blessed !!! QToO¥!

6:00 pm to
9:00 pm Daily

Inauguration

PR. P. JOY

(President IPC Maharashira & District Minister)

Guest Speaker

PR. ANEESH KAVALAM

(Kerala)

Special Fasting Prayer at Alliance Church, Vashi on Friday, 19th October 2018 from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm

For further information, please contact :

Pr. Joseph George, Secretary - 8652055546
Br. John Varghese, Treasurer - 9167028688

IPC Mumbai East District Common Worship

: Sunday, 21st October 2018

: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm g
ARC, Kolkhe, Panvel.

Date
Time
Place :
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Royal Enterprises

(COMMERCIAL PRINTERS)

29, Saibaba Nagar,
Shell Colony Road,
Chembur, Mumbai - 400 071. «

Mob.: 9619078852 2

If you have been blessed by this
Magazine please introduce it to
others. To receive this magazine
please contact :

SUVARTHA PUBLICATIONS
P.O. Box No. 17082, Tilaknagar,
Chembur, Mumbai - 400 089
Mob.: 9821 33 22 73
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Discipleship training

Advanced Traing
in Church Planting

Advanced Traing
in Church Growth

Certificate in Theology

(C.Th)

CHRISTIAN

N
= ¢ TRAINING

‘;‘ bNETW[IRK 149194000 40476, 49194467 54406, +91 82898 23583

: Equip Everyone

Diploma in Theology
Bachelor of Theology
Mastor of Divinity
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Courses Offfered
You Can Apply

If you follow Christ

If you are Baptised / Church Planter
| Missionary

If you are Baptised / Church Planter
[ Missionary [ Elder and Leader of
the Church

If you are Baptised / Studied up to10°
or you have completed
any of the above mentioned training

10% pass or C.Th
128/D.Th
It you are Graduate /B.Th holder

E, mail: ctn.onlineseminary@gmail.com
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Mob.: 9271 683 954
7756 856 446 / 7756 856 336

\ J

MATRIMONIAL

Malayali Pentecostal parents
having Hindu background
(settled in Maharashtra) seek
marriage alliance for their born
again, baptized and morally
sound daughter (30 yrs; 165
cms), brought up in Maharashtra
and working as a General Nurse
in a reputed hospital in Pune.
Interested parties may contact :

Mob.: 9271 683 954
7756 856 446 / 7756 856 336

Christian Pentecostal parents
invite proposals for their son 27
years, 5'5", fair, good looking.
B.Sc. Computer Science, doing
jobin IT Industry. Hindu Ezhava
converted family. Well settled in
Mumbai. Fatheris a Pastor.

Mob.: 09967839604
09168404341

\. J

MATRIMONIAL

Born again girl, settled in
Banglore, Age 26, Doctor of
Pharmacy, invite proposals
from God fearing, well
educated boys.

Contact :
09739811405

MATRIMONIAL

Pentecostal parents seeking
alliance for their daughter
(26|157). Working as software
developer in Mumbai, from
parents of spiritually and
qualified boys.

Contact No.:

+973 38705852

(Brother-in-law)

+973 3214 2021 (Sister)

What more would you like to see on the pages. Share your experience with us we would love to hear from you.
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