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Spiritual Warfare!

"Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the

devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places" (Ephesians 6:11,12)

Our fight is not against flesh and blood but
against spiritual forces (Ephesians 6:12), But
the devil is not fighting as a person against us.
He uses human beings and our minds as tools
for fighting against us.

God loves us and has a great plan for our
life because we are children of God while Satan
has a destruction plan for our life because he
hates us. Satan opposes the truth of the death
of Christ (Matthew 16:21-24) and he snatches
the Word of God from us (Matthew 4:15). He
attacks faith of children of God especially of
youth (Luke 22:31-32) and he tempts children
of God to compromise in the matter of their
dedication (Acts 5:2) and
doctrines. We hear

and to cause us shame at the end in public.
Satan is not omnipresent but he has lakhs of
evil spirits to serve him. The evil spirits observe
our habits, weaknesses, secret life, daily habits.
They put traps like secret passion for flesh,
desire for higher position, greed for money and
begin to inject THOUGHTS IN OUR MINDS to
work through our weakness and the sin that so
easily entangles us. Each person has deeply
rooted sinful nature, moral impurity, bitterness,
pride, jealousy, hatred, lust for position and
greed for money. Satan disguises the sins of
flesh with their attractiveness. Victim will be
preoccupied with these thoughts and behaviour

and be effectively

numerous preachers,
preaching about a future
without judgment, a
Christ without cross, a
Holy Spirit without
holiness, forgiveness
without confession,
righteousness without

We may step into the trap of
Satan if we are not careful and
unaware of his plans.

He is not a roaring lion when he
comes to catch his prey
but moving slowly like a cat to
catch his prey.

controlled by them.
Mobile phones are good
tool for Satan to keep the
victims under his control.
When evil spirits take
control of the victim, sin
begets in the heart and
becomes a liar (John
8:44) to cover up his sins

obedience, love without
sacrifice, glory without
suffering, crown of glory without crown of thorns,
deliverance, prosperity, healing-here-now.
Satan persecutes real servants of Christ
(Revelation 2:10)

We may step into the trap of Satan if we
are not careful and unaware of his plans. He is
not a roaring lion when he comes to catch his
prey but moving slowly like a cat to catch his
prey. His first target is our mind and he comes
using different disguises and different names.
There is a statue in Vatican showing Satan as
a handsome young man speaking with Eve at
the Garden of Eden. Itis not Biblical but it gives
a picture how Satan attracts his victim. His
target is our minds. He explains that sin which
gives pleasure is good for us, giving the lame
excuse that everybody does it. His intention is
to make our effectiveness for our Lord minimized

and the victim begins to
doubt the integrity of God
(Genesis 3:1) and sincerity of parents and
ministers. Victim starts to question the Word
of God and the intention of elders.

Satan’s weapons for destroying children of
God are deception, lies, fear, dishonesty,
immorality, lust, addiction, quest for wealth,
desire for prosperity, pride, greed for position
etc. Satan incites people to commit sin and
provides all opportunities and environment to
commit sin and encourages them to commit
suicide or continue in their sinful life. He brings
doctrinal division, hatred, false doctrines in the
church through false prophets and false
teachers. They never preach holiness,
separation from the world and worldly pleasures
but show miracles and signs in the name of
deliverance. (2 Thessalonians 2:9).

Our weapons are self control and seeing sins

Pastor
John Mathew
Bangalore

God loves us
and has a great
plan for our life
because we are
children of God
while Satan has
a destruction
plan for our life
because he
hates us.

Satan opposes
the truth of the
death of Christ
and he snatches
the Word of God
from us

September 2020

Suvartha



We are
STRENGTHENED
by the power of
Holy Spirit. We
are not weak and
cowardly
because we are
strengthened by
mighty power of
Holy Spirit. We
should be bold to
face any
problem and be
ready to face
persecution and
even death. No
turning back but
striving forward.
Remember the
words of
Tertullian: “blood
of martyr is seed
of the church”.

as enemy and not as friend (Galatians 5:23).
As Satan can trap us even with one sin,
remember to reject sinful suggestions from all
sources and spend time in meditation of the
word of God and in secret prayer. We ought to
have humility, love of God, submission to God
and be filled with power of the Holy Spirit.

If we are in the ministry of the Lord, Satan
uses the weapons of discouragement, self pity,
fear, greed, pride and desire for wealth, lust for
illicit sex and position. He uses persecution from
outside and inside and worries. Remember sin
is habitual and not casual. Our mind is the best
tool for the devil to use against our spiritual life.
Since mind is the command centre, it controls
thoughts and imaginations.

Satan destroys relationship between
husband and wife (Ephesians 5:21-33) between
children and parents (Ephesians 6:1-4) and
workers and masters (Ephesians 6:5-9). We
are soldiers and our Lord Jesus Christ is our
commander and our duty is to keep our forts
wearing armours of God (Ephesians 6:13-17)
and obey the orders of

3) We are SEALED with the Holy Spirit of
promise (Ephesians 1:13) When we are filled
with Holy Spirit there is a promise that we will
be taken when our Lord appears (1
Thessalonians 4:16-18). When any item is
sealed, the content is pure and unadulterated.
For example, we see the inscription on medicine
bottles that if seal is broken do not buy it
because its purity is not guaranteed. We are
expected to keep purity as long as we follow
our Master

4) We are SEATED in heavenly place
(Ephesians 2:6) and therefore our talks,
thoughts and deeds must be heavenly
(Colossians 3:1-3). During the French
Revolution all members of the Emperor Louis’
family were killed except the prince, a small
boy. Leaders who led the revolution believed that
if the child prince died, he would go to heaven
according to Catholic faith and they did not want
to send the prince to heaven but to hell. So
they sent the prince to the home of an immoral
woman with instructions to teach him all

obscene words and

the commander and
follow Him.

Let us learn what
our positions are so as
to keep them to defeat
Satan and his forces.

1) We are
SELECTED in Christ to
be holy and blameless

We are SELECTED in Christ
We are REDEEMED by the blood of
Jesus Christ
We are SEALED with the Holy Spirit
We are SEATED in heavenly place
We are STRENGTHENED by the power
of Holy Spirit

corrupt his mind. But
whenever the woman
asked the boy to
repeat a bad word he
would respond that as
a prince he would
never use an obscene
word. Eventually the
woman sent prince

(Ephesians 1:14). We
should continue to be holy and separated from
wicked world, lust of the flesh, lust of eyes and
pride of life (1 John 2:16-18)

2) We are REDEEMED by the blood of
Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:7). Our value is high
because we are purchased by blood of Jesus
Christ. We are not ordinary but of high status
and our life style and conversation must be
befitting our status. To cite a real life exmple:
When Alexander was a boy he was once playing
with street boys in the street. His father, King
Philip, called him and asked him three questions
a) who are you? b) What are you doing? and c)
what would you become? These questions
changed the life and attitude of Alexander and
he never went back to play with street boys.
He grew up like a prince and became an
Emperor, 'Alexander the Great’. All children of
God should ask these questions themselves
and move on accordingly

back and they killed
him, too. As children of God we must be model
to others in our conversation and life style.

5) We are STRENGTHENED by the power
of Holy Spirit (Ephesians 3:16). We are not
weak and cowardly because we are
strengthened by mighty power of Holy Spirit.
We should be bold to face any problem and be
ready to face persecution and even death. No
turning back but strive forward. Remember the
words of Tertullian: “blood of martyr is seed of
the church”.

We must keep our positions and obey the
orders of our commander, Jesus Christ to defeat
the spiritual forces.

We should walk in unity (Ephesians 4:1-16),
in purity ( Ephesians 4:17), in love (Ephesians
5:1-2), in light (Ephesians 5:3-14) and in
harmony (Ephesians 5:5-6:9).

Victory is ours because our commander is
VICTOR! =
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Dysfunctional Relationship
in the Church - Part 2

In Part 1 of this article, Rev. Dr. Wilson Varkey explained how
the church should function as a body:
a) Every believer is part of one unit, b) Every Believer is Placed by God
c) Every Believer Plays an Important Role d) Every Member should Promote Unity
e) Every Member should Practice Mutual Care
(Part 1 was published in the July issue and is available on our website:
suvarthamagazine.org)

As we consider the causes of dysfunctional
relationships in the church, the writing ofApostle
John catches our attention. John specifically
writes about the manner of relationship that the
believers must cherish among themselves. The
following discussion will help us to understand
the seriousness of Christian relationship within
their own community.

Love, Murder and Hatred

The major theme of Apostle John in all his
writing is the love relationship of the members
of Christ's body. Without any speculation, John
makes it very clear that the members of the
body of Jesus Christ must love one another.
However, one of the saddest things in the
churches today is that members often fail to
love each other and consequently the
relationship is thwarted in the church. People
do not get along with each other and they live
with hatred. According to John this hatred is
equal to murder. In explaining this theme,
Apostle John brings out two instances where
there is absence of love in the life of the
members of the body of Christ; firstly in the
context of murder and secondly in the context
of hatred.

Firstly, in order to describe his argument,
John picks up the famous story of Cain and
Abel from the Old Testament. According to John,
the members of the body of Christ should “not
be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and
murdered his brother” (1 John 3:12). From this
argument, it should be obvious to everyone that
there can be no love where there is murder.

Murder is the exact opposite of love.

One can understand exactly what John says
about Cain by asking three questions. Firstly
who was Cain’s family? His parents were Adam
and Eve and his brother was Abel. In other
words, he was part of the first human family.
But more than that, he belonged to a spiritual
family also. That means in v. 12 John says that
Cain “belonged to the evil one”. In v. 10 John
argues that “This is how we know who the
children of God are and who the children of the
devil are. Anyone who does not do what is right
is not a child of God. Nor is anyone who does
not love his brother”. That means there are two
distinct spiritual families: the family of God and
the family of Satan. Cain belonged to the family
of Satan. Therefore, Cain has the attitude of
the devil, which is murder, hatred, evil and
enmity. Secondly, what did Cain actually do?
In v. 12 John argues that he “murdered his
brother”. In the Greek language the word for
“murder” is vivid and grisly. The word used by
John expresses the gruesomeness, undeserved
fate, criminal act, passion and atrocity of the
act. It is the same word used to describe the
cutting of an animal’s throat for sacrifice. Hence,
when Cain killed his brother it was a brutal and
violent and even vicious murder. Thirdly, why
did Cain murder his brother? According to John,
Cain murdered Abel “Because his own actions
were evil and his brother’s were righteous”
(1 John 3:12). Cain could not stand it that his
brother was more holy than he was. Cain could
not stand it that his brother had a closer walk
with God than he did. Cain could not stand it
that his brother loved the Lord and served the
Lord. Cain could not stand it that his brother’s
heart was in the right place. In this light we can
infer that Cain and Abel had a disagreement
about religion and this disagreement led to

Rev. Dr. Wilson
Varkey Ph.D

John makes it
very clear that
the members of
the body of
Jesus Christ
must love one
another.
However, one of
the saddest
things in the
churches today
is that members
often fail to love
each other and
consequently the
relationship is
thwarted in the
church.
According to
John this hatred
is equal to
murder.
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There are so
many things
that the church
needs to
consider in order
to make the
church fully
functional

in the area of
relationship.
We cannot
leave this issue
unaddressed
rather we need
to discuss
some of the
possibilities that
would make the
churches to
function well
today.

murder. This should not surprise us because
this is what is happening in our churches also.
The aspect of love has flown away from our
churches and the members become murderers
according to John.

Secondly, John argues that where there is
hatred, there is no love. One should understand
the emphasis that John makes when saying
“anyone who hates his brother is a murderer”
(1 John 3:15). As it was already noted, John
equates hate with murder. Therefore, hate is
the exact opposite of love like murder. That
means love cannot exist where there is hatred.
Perhaps someone may ask what the difference
between actual murder and hate is. In my
opinion, the only difference is the outward deed.
The inner intention is the same in both the
cases. If the right circumstance is given and if
the person is under the right pressure and has
hate in his heart, he can easily be guilty of
murder.

Here the original meaning of the word will
help us to understand this further. According to
Webster’s English dictionary, hate is “a feeling
of extreme hostility or extreme dislike of
another”. That suffices as far as the definition
is concerned. Everyone knows this feeling, this
dislike, this aversion to someone; a sense of
extreme hostility toward another. It can be
expressed in two different ways. It can be
active, in that someone indulges in malicious
talk or injurious actions towards the other. The
methodology adopted could be to strike them,
or beat them, or mistreat them in some way. It
can be attacking, slandering behind their back.
All these are active expressions of hate and
perhaps most of us think of hate only in this
sense. But hate can also be expressed
passively and still be hate. It can be expressed
by indifference, by coldness, by isolation, by
exclusion, and unconcern for another. When
analysing the churches today, in my opinion
both active and passive hate could be seen in
the body of Christ.

In concluding his thesis, John argues that
hatred is due to the fact that there is no genuine
conversion in that person. That's why he writes
that “Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer
and you know that no murderer has eternal life
in him” (1 John 3:15). This is one of the most
important reason for dysfunctional churches
today. That means real conversion has not
taken place in the lives of the members of the
body of Christ. As a result, we come across

dysfunctional churches everywhere.

In the backdrop of the previous discussions,
there are so many things that the church needs
to consider in order to make the church fully
functional in the area of relationship. | do not
claim that | have any readymade answers to
the relational struggle that we face in our
communities. However, we cannot leave this
issue unaddressed rather we need to discuss
some of the possibilities that would make the
churches to function well today. In that venture,
| am trying to present some theoretical
suggestions to help us as a whole in the hope
that those tips will be helpful to our churches.

a. Abolish Distinctions of any Kind

In our attempt to solve the dysfunctional
relationship in our churches, the first thing that
everyone needs to consider is abolishing
distinctions between the members in any kind.
Apostle Paul talks about this in detail in the
book of Galatians 3:28. The argument of Paul
should prompt the churches to eliminate class
as a distinction between people in the church.
There is no doubt that such practices are seen
in our churches very openly and that is noted in
many ways. Firstly, there is class based upon
background. It is very common that all races
and cultures presume that their background is
better than other races or cultures. In fact, Paul
warns against such presumptions by arguing
that “There is neither Jew nor Greek...” It may
be assumed that the Jews having a covenant
with God were superior to the Greeks who had
no such covenant. But in the church none of
that matters. Everyone should be treated
equal.Secondly, there are distinctions made by
economics. In my observation such kinds of
distinctions are quite common in our churches.
Therefore Paul argues that no member of the
church should be despised or treated unfairly
for any reason. Thirdly, there are gender
inequalities. | should say that knowingly or
unknowingly there is a practice of ignoring the
women in our communities. That's why Paul
reminds the church that we are all one in Christ.
In my opinion, the church must expect a
measure of diversity. In Christ there is room for
everyone and there is a place for all of its
members in the body of Christ.

September 2020

Suvartha



b. Eliminate Factions of any Kind

In my observation, there is one thing that |
have always noted and that is, when conflicts
arise, people seem to group themselves around
personalities in those conflicts. In fact, this has
been the situation in Corinthian church also as
we see in 1 Corinthians 1:1-31. People find
issues and that become rallying points for
conflict though the real causes may not be
obvious most of the time. In fact, among other
problems behind the conflicts in the church at
Corinth, there was dysfunctional love
relationship as we read it in chapter 5. Another
issue behind these personality conflicts was
an economic issue connected with the law
suits in chapter 6. There were also personality
conflicts because of class prejudice as we see
in 11:17ff. The end result of all these was the
body of Christ was broken into different pieces.
Therefore, Paul strongly argues in | Corinthians
1 to move toward unity and mutual humility
instead of catering to groups and dividing the
body of Christ. The same should be followed in
our churches to have our churches function
properly in terms of relationship and fellowship.

c. Instruct the Values of Church

In my opinion, one of the ways to deal with
the issue of dysfunctional relationship in the
church is to instruct the values of church to its
members. | have the opinion that many have no
idea what the church and its values are. To a
certain extent, this leads into fights and disunity
in the church. Therefore, we must instruct the
church its values regularly and convey that the
expectation for everyone in the church is the
same. The leadership should teach the core of
values that consider every person as a unique
expression of God’s will and image. And the
members should know that in the church they
are not competitors rather co-operators.
Moreover, the church must teach its members
that all of them are image bearers of God. That
means every individual is created in the image
of God and their life and contribution has value
to God. When thatimage is fallen and corrupted
by sin, itis nevertheless God’s. That has to be
very strongly taught and emphasized in the
church. In addition to that, the members of the
church should know that every individual is
"fearfully and wonderfully made" by God
(Psalms 139:14). While the process of

formation takes place, in the womb and in
childhood very obviously, God is not finished
with that person yet. Therefore all Christians
must take their responsibility and work with God
so far as possible to realize that He is
accomplishing His purpose for every individual.
That would definitely help the members of the
body of Christ to treat everyone in respect and
the relationship in the church will be better.

d. Put Christ and His Will First

Throughout this discussion, | have outlined
many issues as reasons for dysfunctional
relationships and conflicts in the churches.
Perhaps, those issues could be seen as very
important issues at least on the surface.
However, as a final word, | am forced to argue
that whatever the immediate problem is, the real
cause of the relational issue in the churches is
basically a failure to put Jesus Christ and His
will first. That's why there are instances where
a person or a small group of people try to control
everything that takes place, instead of seeking
God’s will or being sensitive to the concerns of
others. We have to sadly admit the fact that
they have forgotten the Bible’s command to
“serve one another in love” (Galatians 5:13).
When the members of the body of Christ put
on Christ and His will first, the church will
become healthy and united for the same goal.

As | conclude this argument, may | quote a
principle that Apostle Paul writes to the
Colossian church. In ch. 3:12-14, we read,
“Therefore as God’s chosen people, holy and
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.
Bear with each other and forgive whatever
grievances you may have against one another.
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all
these virtues put on love, which binds them all
together in perfect unity". This is the ultimate
requirement that we must model our behavior
after our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. God’s
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness
and patience give us direction on how we need
to respond and treat each other. If we do this,
we are saved by God’s grace and united in His
love as brothers and sisters in Christ. Churches
will function very well and there will not be
divisions and conflicts within the church. m

The real cause
of the relational
issue in the
churches is
basically a
failure to put
Jesus Christ
and His will first.
That’s why there
are instances
where a person
or a small group
of people try to
control
everything that
takes place,
instead of
seeking God’s
will or being
sensitive to the
concerns of
others. When
the members of
the body of
Christ put on
Christ and His
will first, the
church will
become healthy
and united for
the same goal.
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Jesus Christ is Coming Soon:
Are You Ready?

““For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord

in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with
these words” (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18)

Just as the Old
Testament foretold the
first coming of Jesus
through the prophets,
Apostle Paul clearly
states that Jesus
Christ Himself is
coming back the
second time. The
following observations
can be made about
the above verses:

* This is a
message of comfort
for born-again believers today.

* This event could happen at any time in the
near future.

* Christ is coming down from heaven for His
bride - the church.

* The church will be escorted by Christ to
heaven after this event.

The exact order of events at Christ’'s coming
is given for our benefit. It will begin with a shout,
with the voice of an archangel, and with the
trumpet of God. Some Bible scholars feel that
the shout is the voice of the Lord Jesus Himself
which raises the dead (John 5:25; 11:43, 44).
The voice of an archangel may be to summon
the angels as a military escort to accompany
the Lord and His saints through enemy territory
back to heaven (Luke 16:22). The trumpet of
God is the same as the last trumpet
(1 Corinthians 15:52) that calls the saints to
their eternal blessing.

The air is Satan’s sphere (Ephesians 2:2),

Jesus isscoming-soon!
Are you ready?s-.

so this is a triumphal
gathering in open
defiance of the devil
right in his own
stronghold. The
bodies of the dead in
Christ will rise first.
Then the living
righteous believers will
be caught up together
with them in the
clouds to meet the
Lord Jesus in mid air.
This event is also
described by the word “Rapture” (a snatching
away).

The Rapture is thus the first phase of Christ’'s
return, involving every righteous Christian alive
at that time, as they will be caught up to meet
Christ in the clouds instantaneously receiving
glorified bodies. All those who have died “in
Christ” will be resurrected as well. Then, we
shall be forever with the Lord! What a glorious
‘blessed hope’ we have, so let us comfort one
another with this truth. Let us seriously prepare
ourselves for this great event, for Jesus is coming
sooner than we anticipate!

“Watch therefore, for you do not know what
hour your Lord is coming. But know this that if
the master of the house had known what hour
the thief would come, he would have watched
and not allowed his house to be broken into.
Therefore, you also be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect”
(Matthew 24:42-44). ]

Quotes on the second coming of Jesus Christ

“Precisely because we cannot predict the moment, we must be ready at all moments” — C.S. Lewis

“For this time it will be God without disguise; something so overwhelming that it will strike either irresistible love or
irresistible horror into every creature. It will be too late then to choose your side” — C.S. Lewis

“How sweet is rest after fatigue! How sweet will heaven be when our journey is ended” — George Whitefield
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Peter During the Passion Week.

Jesus sent Peter and John to prepare for
the Passover meal (Matthew 26:17-19; Mark
14:12-16; Luke 22:7-13). We see the
conversation between Peter and Jesus about
Jesus washing Peter’s feet (John 13:2-12), and
Peter beckoning John to ask Jesus who the
betrayer is (John 13;23,24). Jesus said only to
Peter, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan had
demanded permission to sift you like wheat;
but | have prayed for you, that your faith may
not fail; and you, once you have turned again,
strengthen your brothers” (Luke 22:32). We see
Peter's overconfidence when Jesus warns Peter
that he will deny Jesus (Matthew 26:33-35;
Mark 14:29-31; Luke 22:31-34; John 13:37-38).
In the Garden of Gethsemane Peter slept
(Matthew 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:39-
46; John 18:1). In his fleshly zeal to protect
Jesus, Peter takes his sword and Jesus
rebukes him (Matthew 26:51; Mark 14:47; Luke
22;50; John 18:10,11). Peter is the only disciple
that verbally denied Jesus, even though all of
them ran away (Matthew 26:56, 69-75; Mark
14:50, 66-72; Luke 22:54-62; John 18:15-18,
25-27). We see the look of Jesus and Peter’s
bitter weeping; Oh! What repentance!! (Matthew
26:75; Luke 22:61, 62).

Post-resurrection Peter.

Peter entered into the empty tomb (John
20:6). Peter runs to the tomb of Jesus along
with John, after hearing the report from Mary
Magdalene (Mark 16:7; Luke 24:7; John

Continuing
the New Series of
Bible Study

20:1-10). Peter tells his friends that he is going
fishing and he is a leader, others went with him,
and they caught nothing that night, but Jesus
meets them and makes breakfast for them (John
21:1-14). Jesus lovingly, patiently, mercifully
restores Peter. Jesus asks Peter three times,
"do you love me" and Peter confesses three
times his love for his master - three denials,
three confessions (we will not go into the depths
of this conversation in this article) (John 21:15-
19). Jesus once again invites Peter with the
same invitation, “Follow Me” (Matthew 4:18,19;
Mark 1:16-20; Luke 5:1-11). ltis Peter that stood
up in that group of one hundred and twenty after
the ascension of Christ and said that it is
necessary that one of the men who has been
with us must become a witness of Christ’s
resurrection, and they drew lots, and it fell to
Matthias and he was added to the apostles
(Acts 1:15-26).

Peter on the Day of Pentecost and After.

On that historical day of the church, fifty
days after the crucifiction of our Lord, on the
day of the Jewish feast of Pentecost, God uses
Peter to preach the inaugural sermon of the
church. Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit's power
and boldness, took his stand along with the
twelve (Acts 2;14-40). Peter and John are used
by God for the healing of the lame man, the
first apostolic miracle, and Peter’s second
sermon (Acts 3:11-26). The persecution against
the church begins in Acts 3:1-4:21. Next we
see Peter when God judges Ananias and
Sapphira (Acts 5:1-12). God performs signs,
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Jesus lovingly,
patiently,
mercifully
restores Peter.
Jesus asks
Peter three
times, "do you
love me" and
Peter confesses
three times his
love for his
master - three
denials, three
confessions
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Prayer is
Adoration of
God. Prayer is
Confession

of who God

is, as well as
confession of
our sins and
shortcomings.
Prayer is also
Thanksgiving
as well as
Supplication. It is
communication
and interaction
with God.

We see a lot

of Peter’s
interaction and
communication
with God

the Son.
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wonders, and miracles by the hands of Peter
and other apostles, he is put in jail and before
the Sanhedrin, and goes away rejoicing for they
were considered worthy to suffer shame for
Christ (Acts 5:12-42).

Other Apostles sent Peter and John to
Samaria, they laid hands on the believers there
and they received the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:14-
17). The Holy Spirit exposes through Peter the
wicked heart of a man named Simon (Acts 8;18-
24). God heals Aeneas, a paralised man in
Lydda through the ministry of Peter (Acts 9:32-
35). God raises Dorcas from the dead through
the prayer of Peter (Acts 9:36-43). God prepares
and commissions Peter to preach the Gospel
to Cornelius and he brings the Gospel to
gentiles (Acts 10:1-48). Peter explains to the
believers in Jerusalem, as they took issue with
him about his association with gentiles, and
together they glorified God (Acts 11:1-18). When
Peter is in prison for preaching Christ, the
church prays for him, and God delivers him.
Peter goes to another place, then goes down
from Judea to Caesarea (Acts 12:1-19). At last
we see Peter in the Acts of the Apostles at the
very important church council as he preaches
the heart of God toward Jews and Gentiles
bringing salvation by His grace to all. We do
not know much about Peter after this, except
that he visited Antioch in Syria, and there apostle
Paul rebukes Peter concerning his
inconsistency (Galatians 2:7-21). God uses
Peter among the Jews, Gentiles, and the
churches. The Apostle Paul says that Peter is
a pillar of the church along with James and John
(Galatians 2:9).

Peter and Prayer

Prayer is Adoration of God. Prayer is
Confession of who God is, as well as confession
of our sins and shortcomings. Prayer is also
Thanksgiving as well as Supplication. (An easy
way to remember this is to note the first letter
of each of these and we get ACTS). It is
communication and interaction with God. We
see a lot of Peter’s interaction and
communication with God the Son. After a night
of catching nothing Peter and his friends were
washing their nets when Jesus came. He asked
them to put out their net into the deep water
and they caught a large quantity of fish. Then
Peter fell at Jesus’ feet and prayed, “Go away
from me Lord, for | am a sinful man” (Luke

5:1-8). When Peter and the other disciples knew
that it was Jesus that was walking on water,
Peter prayed to Jesus to command Peter to
come to Him on the water, and Jesus said,
"come". When Peter got frightened and began
to sink, he prayed, “Lord, save me” (Matthew
14:22-30). At the Mount of Transfiguration we
see Peter communicating with Jesus (Matthew
17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:27-36). Peter is part
of many prayer meetings inActs (Acts 1,2,3,4,).
Some received healing, some received the Holy
Spirit, Dorcus or Tabatha rose from the dead
through the prayers of Peter (Acts 8:14-16;
9:32-40).

Peter went up to pray about the sixth hour
and had a vision about bringing the Gospel to
the gentiles (Acts 10:9-23). Peter was delivered
from jail because of the fervent prayers of the
church (Acts 12:1-19). Peter admonishes his
readers not to do anything that will hinder prayer
life, and be sober in prayer (1 Peter 3:7; 4:7).
Peter begins and ends his letters with prayer
and benediction (1 Peter 1:1-3; 5:14; 2 Peter
1:1, 2; 3:18). Peter knew very well the priority
of prayer.

The Death of Peter and his beloved Wife.

According to Origen of Alexandria, church
tradition says that Peter was in prison in Rome
with his wife and was crucified during the time
of emperor Nero, some time between AD 64
and 68. He asked to be crucified upside down
because he was not worthy to be crucified with
his head upward like his Lord. The Emperor
martyred Peter's wife before him and Peter
stood by her repeating, “Remember our Lord,
Remember our Lord”.

Peter’s Letters.

Besides all the words and deeds of Peter
that we have in the four Gospels and The Acts
of the Apostles, God inspired him to write two
letters to God’s people. God willing, we will
study these precious words of God by the help
of the Holy Spirit in the coming months.

May the Lord Jesus Christ who transformed
Peter continue to transform every one of us into
the glorious image of His Son and our Lord
Jesus Christ. Let us yield to the Holy Spirit and
may God use everyone of us to impact lives for
eternity. B
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Jesus — our Advocate

"My little children, these things | write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins,
and not for ours only but also for the whole world" (1 John 2:1-2)

Apostle John says that we have an
Advocate before God in Jesus Christ
(1 John 2:1-2). An Advocate (or Lawyer)
is one who upholds the law, and
ensures that not even the poorest
person is deprived of their
constitutional and human rights.

Let us examine the case of Job.
Job was the wealthiest man of his time,
with enormous material possessions
and 10 children (Job 1:2-3). However,
during a “court-like” scenario before the
throne of God, Satan proposes that Job
fears God only because of God’s
protection towards him and suggests
a trial of his faith (Job 1:6-12).
Consequently, Job loses everything.
Yet, as Job refuses to sin against God,
God commends him at a second
“court” scenario, even stating that
Satan incited Him against Job without
cause (emphasis added) (Job

Aneka Paul, MSW
Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai

heavenly courtroom scene, where
Satan, the accuser of the brethren
(Revelation 12:10), stands in
opposition to the Angel of the Lord
(Zechariah 3:1). Contrastingly to Job,
Joshua gives Satan ample reasons to
accuse and slander him (Zechariah 3:3)

3:4-5). Similarly, we too are justified
only by Jesus’s blood, through faith.

We know that the Angel seen by
Zechariah in this vision and the living
Redeemer declared by Job (Job 19:25)
are none other than the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself. While the Lord could
never find a suitable human to stand
in the gap to intercede (Ezekiel 22:30),
Jesus has an unchangeable
priesthood and ever lives to make
intercession for those who come to
God through Him (Hebrews 7:24-25).
Jesus paid the ultimate sacrifice of
giving up His life in order to provide
humanity with a means of salvation
from eternal damnation.

At the time we accepted Jesus
Christ as the Lord and Saviour of our
lives, we were given clean garments
to wear (Justification). We are

expected to live a holy life as

2:1-3). Considering his

long as we live (Sanctification),

Jesus has an unchangeable priesthood
and ever lives to make intercession
for those who come to God through Him

integrity, God later goes on to
double Job’s material wealth,
and bless him with another 10

with the hope that one day our
mortal bodies will also be raised
/ transformed (Glorification).

children (Job 42:10, 12-13). We
may say that Job was a man
who was blameless and
upright, who feared God and
shunned evil (Job 1:1), and

(Hebrews 7:24-25). Jesus paid the ultimate
sacrifice of giving up His life in order to
provide humanity with a means of salvation

from eternal damnation.

However, in our sojourn upon the
earth, we often soil our clean
garments — much like children
who dirty their white clothes
while playing. Yet, as a person

therefore far different from us.
Perhaps our condition is more akin
to Joshua, son of Jozadak, who was
chosen to be the High Priest at the
time of the Israelites’ return from
Babylonian captivity and
reconstruction of the temple at
Jerusalem. In the third chapter of the
Book of Zechariah, we see another

—as do we. Here was a man called to
be a High Priest —as we are called to
be priests and kings (Revelation 1:6)
— clearly being negligent of his duties.
Mercifully, a command is given to take
away the filthy garments from Joshua
and clothe him in rich robes and a
clean turban instead (Zechariah

wearing rose - tinted glasses
always views the world as pleasant,
when we confess our sins, God views
us through the blood of Jesus covering
us and forgives us, making us whole
again.
Let us meditate upon His Word
daily and strive to keep our ways clean
(Psalms 119:9).

"How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word. ----- Your word | have
hidden in my heart, That | might not sin against You" (Psalms 119:9,11)

"But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. Therefore He is also able to save
to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them"

(Hebrews 7:24-25)
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&P Delays are not denials

"For the vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries,
wait for it; Because it will surely come, It will not tarry" (Habakkuk 2:3 NKJV)

Snehalatha Nair, New York

Most of us have something for
which we are waiting on God. In the
verse referenced above, the prophet
Habakkuk tells us to wait for our
answers. Though it may linger, they
will come at the appointed time. You
may be asking, how long do | need to
wait? Abraham and Sarah waited for
25 years for their promised son Isaac.
Hannah cried for years to conceive
Samuel. Jospeh waited tirelessly to
see God’s promises to him
come true. So in response

true God, at that time.

I got married within the Hindu
customs to a Hindu man. After
marriage, we moved to Bahrain and a
few friends shared the gospel with me.
After a long journey filled with internal
conflict related to having to let go of
the gods | grew up with and friends
testifying and reading the Bible, | was
convinced that Jesus was the only God
| wanted to follow. From then on | held

on the other hand, was not convinced.
However he had no objections for me
and the children going to church.
| had a deep desire to see my
husband to join me on this new
transformational journey. Little did |
know then, that | would have to wait
for 26 years to see this desire fulfilled
in its entirety. Over the years, | used
every opportunity | had to share with
him my faith, to convince him about
this wonderful God | was
serving. And while now | know

to your question, | would
say wait until you receive
your answer and while you
wait pray tirelessly and
relentlessly!

| was born and bought up
in a Hindu family. Growing

If you try to force open up a rose bud, it
doesn’t have the same beauty as a rose that
blooms on its own at the given time. |
understood that God had His own plan for my
husband and that it was more beautiful than |

could ask or imagine.

that all those conversations
planted seeds within his
heart, then it seemed like
words falling on deaf ears.
Earlier in my faith, | found
myself having to go to church
all alone with my young

up, my only exposure to
Jesus was as a man
hanging on a cross. There seemed to

be nothing great or powerful about Him.

However things began to change at
nursing school when | was re-
introduced to Jesus. | joined a choir
at the chapel in the hospital to
fulfill my love for music while |

this verse close to my heart:

“Salvation is found in no one else, for
there is no other name under heaven
given to mankind by which we must
be saved” (Acts 4:12). My husband,

children. I longed for him to
come to church. | spent time
in fasting and prayer for his

transformation. | remember one day in
utter frustration | cried out to God, “how
long, oh God"?! As | read the daily
devotion that day, His response was
clear. The devotion talked about
a rose. If you try to force open

was studying for nursing. During
the week, | often found myself
sitting in the chapel all by myself
talking to Jesus about my every
day problems. These moments
brought me what | now know as
“a peace that passes all

understanding”. Here began my
journey in understanding the
power in Jesus’ name. | started
to understand who Jesus was
and now when | prayed, | added

up a rose bud, it doesn’t have
the same beauty as a rose that
blooms on its own at the given
time. | understood that God had
His own plan for my husband
and that it was more beautiful
than | could ask or imagine.
Over the years, life bought
our family multiple challenges
and difficult times; | knew God’s
hand was upon me throughout
the time. He gave me the

Jesus to all my other Hindu
deities, because no one told me

Snehalata & Rajasekharan Nair

wisdom to build a strong
marriage despite the differences

that Jesus is the only one and

in our faith. God taught me to

September 2020
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honor Him without dishonoring my
husband. Although my husband and |
weren’t on the same page about our
faith, he would sit with me during
prayer. He saw my heart for God and
the miracles of God in our lives.|
sensed God soften my husbands heart
towards God. Eventually, after we
moved to the US in 2005, he started
believing that Jesus was the one true
God. However, he still didn’t want to
come with us to the church

closer to our house and my husband
decided to attend the first service. He
has attended every service since then.
I don’t know what changed his mind or
why he decided to go, but | know God
had a hand in it. Over the next 4 years,
| saw my husband grow in faith and
love for God. Now | only had one
outstanding prayer. | wanted to see my
husband baptized. One evening,
during the pandemic, towards the end

the Bible in 5 months. Words will never
describe the elation | felt in that
moment. My long 26 years wait was
over. On June 13, 2020, my husband
got baptized in the presence of his
family and loved ones. In that moment,
| didn’t remember 26 years and all the
pain. It was all worth it to see God’s
work come to pass.
Let me encourage anyone reading
this. Your wait can be a year, 5 years
or 20 years. You may know

we were attending (India

the answer or you may only

Christian Assembly, New
York) or be baptized.

The ten years after my
move to the US were likely
the hardest years of my life.
Although my husband and |

hear silence. But know that
even in the silence He is
moving. What we assume
as silence is just the Master
quietly working intricately
and intentionally to respond

had a great marriage and

to you in the time that is

partnership, | longed to see
the promise of God come to pass.
Every Sunday, church picnic,
conference etc. served as a reminder
of this unanswered prayer. Some
Sundays | would be full of hope, others
| felt the weight of unbearable
loneliness and pain. | often felt like
Abraham or Hannah, crying to God for
an answer to my prayer. But all | heard
was silence...

Then in 2016, God responded to
my cry. Our church moved its location

of May, my husband turned to me and
said; “l think | may need to do this
sooner”. Puzzled by the statement, |
probed for clarification. He explained
to me that on January 1st, he had
decided to take up reading the entire
Bible within the year and had decided
in his heart that he would get baptized
after finishing the reading. As the
pandemic hit the nation, he found
himself having more time to read the
Word and as a result finished reading

destined. In the meantime,
take the time of waiting as an invitation
to grow deeper in your friendship with
Jesus and allow Him to reveal to you
the plans He has for you. And most
importantly hold this promise close to
your heart: "For the vision is yet for an
appointed time; But at the end it will
speak, and it will not lie. Though it
tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely
come, It will not tarry" (Habakkuk 2:3
NKJV) °

Quotable Quotes

"Being a Christian is more than just an instantaneous conversion - it is a daily process whereby
you grow to be more and more like Christ"
“We say to our children, 'Act like grown-ups,’ but Jesus said to the grown-ups, ’Be like children™
“The cross shows us the seriousness of our sin - but it also shows us the immeasurable love of God”
“The will of God will not take us where the grace of God cannot sustain us.”
“Take one day at a time. Today, after all, is the tomorrow you worried about yesterday.”

Billy Graham

“God never hurries. There are no deadlines against which he must work. Only to know this
is to quiet our spirits and relax our nerves”
“I can safely say, on the authority of all that is revealed in the Word of God, that any man or woman
- on this earth who is bored and turned off by worship is not ready for heaven”
“Refuse to be average. Let your heart soar as high as it will”
“One hundred religious persons knit into a unity by careful organization do not constitute a church
any more than eleven dead men make a football team”

A.W. Tozer “We need never shout across the spaces to an absent God. He is nearer than our own soul,
closer than our most secret thoughts” PY
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Children's

Ronnie
was a 12-
year old
boy who
w a s
enjoying
his Sunday
School
class
where the
teacher Mr.
Tom was teaching the Creation story from
the Bible. He had heard the Creation story
so many times before. Yet it was different
this time because his teacher had taken the
class on a 'Nature walk' one sunny
Saturday morning. They were all enjoying
the sights and sounds of nature around
them and learning about God’s Creation.

The trees along the walk gave them
shade from the mid-day sun. Mr. Tom
reminded the students how God gave us
huge trees to protect us from the heat of the
sun. This allowed them to enjoy both the
sun and the shade at the same time. Ronnie
mentioned to the group about how he had
seen a rainbow in the sky, the day before.
Mr. Tom reminded the students that rainbow
is a beautiful reminder of the promise that
God made with Noah that He will never
again send flood to destroy the world.

"Let the little children come
to me and do not hinder them"

"The Nature Walk"'

Mr. Tom asked the class if they could tell
of another example where a rainbow of
colors could be seen. Ronnie’s friend Micah
answered that when white light enters a
prism, different wavelengths in the white
light come out of the prism as a band of
rainbow colors. Mr. Tom agreed that violet,
indigo, blue, green, yellow, orange and red
together make white light. He said it also
reminded him of Trinity - where God the
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit
are one God. Creation is one of the
wavelengths in which God the Father is
revealed. Dying on the cross for yours and
my salvation is one of the wavelengths
which reveals God the Son. Being a
Comforter for a believer is one of the
wavelengths where God the Holy Spirit is
revealed. Building a place in heaven for

Beena Aunty

believers is another wave
length where God the Son is
revealed. In Romans 8:26, we
read of another wavelength
where when we do not know
how to pray, God the Holy Spirit
intercedes for us with unspoken
groaning.

Then Ronnie asked if the
Bible said anything about
creation of dinosaurs or their
extinction. Mr. Tom replied that Bible talks
about behemoth and leviathan in Job chs
40 and 41. In Job 40:15, God asks Job to
look at Behemoth, which He made. It feeds
on grass like an ox. It had a lot of strength
and power with its bones being “tubes of
bronze”, limbs like “rods of iron” and tail that
sways like a cedar. The behemoth could be
apatosaurus dinosaur. In Job 40:19 it reads
that the behemoth “ranks first among the
works of God, yet its Maker can approach it
with his sword”. So God created the
behemoth and He made it disappear when
it was His time to do so. Job could not even
huntthese creatures.

In conclusion, Mr. Tom asked his
students to look at nature around them and
be reminded that God is powerful and
always in control. God is worthy of our
worship, our adoration and all our praises.

=0O>S=00

glory on me and (ift up my head
- Pslam 3:3

Ansu Daniel
IPC Panvel

But you are a shield around me, O Lord, you bestow

Genesis 9:13

I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be
the sign of the covenant between me and the earth.

Joanna Anoop

As the Hart panteth after the water Brooks,
so panteth my soul after thee, O God.
Psalm 42 :1
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Some Christian Organizations
offering relief to the pandemic
affected

1. CONVOY OF HOPE

Convoy of Hope identifies
themselves as a “faith-based, nonprofit
organization sent sixty truckloads of food
and supplies to families in need. They
also recently announced a national
program to provide ten million meals to
serve families who are suffering.
Grammy award-winning artists and
prominent Chrisitan celebrities took part
in a virtual concert from their respective
homes to support Convoy of Hope’s 10
Million Meals campaign.

2. LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

Lutheran World Relief (LWR)
announced they are going to focus most
of their relief efforts on Africa because
African nations have issues with low
testing capacity and under-resourced
health systems. LWR will work with local
partners and Christian health missions
in Africa to rush equipment and supplies
to local health facilities. In addition, they
are going to work with local churches,
schools, and community leaders “to
educate families about coronavirus
prevention, symptoms and treatment”.

3. SAMARITAN’S PURSE

Samaritan’s Purse, led by Franklin
Graham, has been on the frontlines of
the COVID-19 crisis all over the world.

The ministry, which exists to provide
“spiritual and physical aid to hurting
people around the world,” made
headlines serving in both New York City
and northern ltaly. Samaritan’s purse
sent a plane with 20 tons of supplies to
Italy. The plane carried masks, monitors,
beds, tens, ventilators, and medicine, as
well as a 68-bed emergency field
hospital, 8 ICU beds, and 60 inpatient
beds. In the United States, Samaritan’s
Purse delivered four trailers of medical
gear to New York City and set up a field
hospital in Central Park, comprising of
14 tents that will house 68 patients,
including 10 ICU patients who will each
have a ventilator.

4. WORLD VISION

Isabel Gomes, World Vision’s
International Global Director of
Humanitarian Operations, said that
since the world relief organization has
“extensive experience in responding to
disease outbreaks, including polio, Zika
and Ebola, we are focusing on preventing
transmission, supporting health
responses, and caring for children made
vulnerable by this crisis”. Since World
Vision operates in many of the world’s
most vulnerable nations, they have
chosen to focus their attention there.
Relief work is underway in Afghanistan,
Iraq, Haiti, Syria, and the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

As always, Christian organizatons are
in the fore front in doing humantarian

"Samaritan Purse" setting up a field hospital in Central Park, New York

work all over the world. The Bible teaches
us to abound in good works. Christian
love expresses itself through caring for
the poor and the needy.

Jesus said: "Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven"
(Matthew 5:16).

'‘Hagia Sophia' in Turkey set to
be turned Into a mosque

.Hagia Sophia, erected as a Greek
Orthodox Church in A.D. 537, was
considered to be the seat of Eastern
Christianity for 900 years until its
transformation into a mosque in the 15th

Hagia Sophia

century after Istanbul was captured by
Sultan Mehmed II. Then in 1934, it was
turned into a museum by Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk, the founder of modern Turkey.
BBC News reported that the decision to
turn the Hagia Sophia back into a
mosque was made after a court ruling
that took away its museum status.
Turkey’s President, Erdogan defended
the ruling while Greek and Russian
Orthodox churches criticized the
decision. The reaction of the orthodox
community was ignored. A spokesman
of the Russian Orthodox Church said:
“For the Orthodox church, Hagia Sofia is
as important as St. Peter’'s Basilica in
Rome for Catholics. For us, it has been
and will always remain the church
devoted to Christ. With this move,
Erdogan is once again asserting Islamic
supremacism and domination on
Turkey’s ethnic and religious minorities".
Hagia Sophia draws over 3.7 million
visitors each year, making it Turkey’s
most popular tourist site. ®
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MATRIMONIAL

MATRIMONIAL @ MATRIMONIAL

Christian Pentecostal Parents

Pentecostal Parents (middle class
family) from Kollam, Kerala,
settled Solapur, invites suitable
proposal for their Son B.Sc. Nurse
(DOB: 01.01.1990, Height 177
cms) working in Pune (Staff
Nurse).

Seeking for alliance from parents
of eligible Malayali Pentecostal

girl.

Contact: 9579976847

Syrian Christian Pentecostal (IPC)
Parents from Central Travancore,
settled in Navi Mumbai, invites
suitable proposal for their Spiritual,
Homely Daughter B/B in Mumbai
(DOB: 13/3/1995, 160cm, Slim &
Fair) BE, working in an IT Firm in
Navi Mumbai from Parents of well
employed Pentecostal Boys upto 28
years (BE/B.Tech/PG/MBA
(Regular)/Professionals) from
Mumbai/Bangalore/Abroad (Family
Visa holders only)

Contact : 9833047820

settled in Navi Mumbai. Proposal for
their Born Again Daughter, Age 27.5
(03.05.1992) / 149 cm. She is born
and brought up in Mumbai.
Completed her Doctor of Pharmacy
(Pharm D.) currently working in Navi
Mumbai since 4 years. Canadian
PR Visa holder. Seeking for alliance
from parents of eligible Malayali
Pentecostal boy. Preferably raised
outside Kerala. Canada settled,
Spiritual and Post Graduate.

Further details contact :
+91 9821236319 / 9969072119
varghese20763@gmail.com
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Scenes from Amaravati District of IPC Maharashtra

Special programme by teachers
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Scenes from Solapur District of IPC Maharashtra

DISTRIBUTION OF FOOD MATERIALS TO THE POOR AT SOLAPUR



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28

