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Pandemic, panic
and boredom!

Aside from claiming many lives, the Covid-
19 pandemic also affects the mind. People
panic and dive deep into boredom.

Cambridge dictionary defines panic as “a
sudden, strong feeling of anxiety or fear that
prevents reasonable thought and action and
may spread to influence many people.”

Anxiety can be caused by real orimaginary
perceptions of threat and harm. Panicis also a
type of fear triggered by our perceptions.
Perceptions that trigger panic may be present
or absent.

In addition, panic is especially undesirable
because it prevents people from thinking or
acting rationally. Panic impairs their ability to
rationally think and act.

Panic drives many people to explore tips
about healthy living, avoiding, or managing Covid
that are available all over the internet out of
panic.

There are many factors that cause panic
during the pandemic. First, we are isolated by
lockdowns, social distancing, fear of death, the
loss of friends, etc. Suddenly, our support
systems have disappeared, and we are forced
to live in our own cocoons.

Related to this is the lack of access to
whatever gave us meaning, enjoyment, and
purpose in life. Imagine driving down to the
favorite coffee place after a busy day only to be
greeted by the closed sign. Or the seats are
limited. You return dejected. Coffee made at
home is never good as the one at the coffee
house, moreover, we miss the crowd and the
ambience of the place as well.

As the Cambridge Dictionary states, panic
“may spread to influence many people”. You
might have guessed the reason people who
panic turn to social media such as WhatsApp,
Facebook, and Instagram. They cannot control
their fear without spreading it to others.
Initially, work from home (WFH) was

result of boredom is to engage in useless
activities that only provide us with wrong
pleasure. We often use social media as a way
of escaping boredom by forwarding things even
before we open them. This is fun for people.
Some people beat boredom by posting or
sharing on social media like Facebook,
Instagram, or YouTube. Watching the growing
number of likes and shares gives an adrenaline
rush much greater than that of a large
Cappuccino.

There is a flipside as well. Everyone is so
busy posting (like you do) that they don’t have
time to read or like your post. The lack of likes
and shares may also cause you to dip into
depression. The dwindling number of likes and
shares may be perceived as rejection, so you
give the world a reason to remind you that you
are not as popular as you thought. It hurts when
ego is deflated as a punctured balloon.

How can we avoid panic and boredom? We
must first recognize that we are not in control
of our own lives. In fact, we cannot prevent many
things from happening. For instance, the Corona
Virus. There is no point panicking over things
beyond our control. It is not to accept it as fate
that we will suffer. Instead, it is to realize that
God s in charge.

Second, we must recognize the reason for
our existence. We do not exist for mere
pleasure. Heaven is our goal, and we don’t seek
earthly pleasure to sustain our lives. “Joy of the
Lord” means we draw pleasure from God’s
presence in our lives and looking forward to what
is waiting for us in heaven. A worldview such as
this provides an immunity to boredom caused
by an absence of earthly pleasures.

Additionally, the advice is to stay calm, don’t
panic! Make sure you are not spreading your
panic to others through your social media
accounts. That would be a great service to
humanity. Give yourself some time to make

Dr. Paulson
Pulikottil is the
Senior Pastor of
the Community
of the
Redeemed

Pune, India. He
has been on the
faculty of many
Bible colleges
in India and
abroad.

Heaven is our
goal, and we
don’t seek earthly
pleasure to
sustain our lives.
“Joy of the Lord”
means we draw
pleasure from
God’s presence
in our lives and
looking forward to
what is waiting
for us in heaven.
A worldview such
as this provides
an immunity to
boredom caused
by an absence of
earthly
pleasures.

welcomed with enthusiasm. But boredom rational decisions before reacting. [}
developed due to WFH’s social isolation. The
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Children press
parents for their
unimportant
wants forgetting
the fact that
parents may
have their own
problems even
to cater to
indispensable
needs of the
kids. But in the
midst of
pressure and
even threats,
parents might
yield to the urge
of kids. But
many a time the
future of such
answers will be
tragic.

Prayer of King Hezekiah

“Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know

what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered” (Romans 8:26)

Hezekiah was a king who did what was right
in the eyes of the Lord, just as David did (2
Chronicles 29:2). He restored the Temple and
worship. He sought help from the Lord against
Asyria (2 Kings 18-19). A blessed King who
became ill and Prophet Isaiah informed him that
“he is going to die and will not recover” (2 Kings
20:1, Isaiah 38:1,2). Hezekiah wept bitterly and
prayed to the Lord for healing and God answered
his prayer and added fifteen

Wise and loving children bring their needs to
the parents according to the need and capacity
of the parents.

When we pray with tears and pressure, our
attitude should not be rebellion thinking we
deserve what we ask for. God should be centre
of our prayers. We pray in the name of Jesus
Christ and hence we should pray as if we are in
the shoes of Jesus Christ. We should be in His

steps. How Jesus prayed: “|

years to his life (2 Kings
20:4,5, Isaiah 38:5). It is an 4

have brought you glory on
) earth by completing the work

example that God will answer
to prayer and tears evenif it
is against His will. Many take
prayer of Hezekiah as
paradigm for fasting prayer,
crying bitterly and urging God
to answer their prayers even
if itis against the will of God.
Our Loving Father God will
answer our prayers if we
press Him and cry bitterly
before Him. Prayer is the key
to open the store house of

Our Loving Father
God will answer our
prayers if we press
Him and cry bitterly

before Him. Prayer is

the key to open the
store house of heaven,
but we should use the
key properly, not

misuse it. A Christian
should pray according
to the will of God with

you gave me to do” (John
17:4). It means God had a
plan and work for Jesus and
He knew what it was and it
was possible for Him to
accomplishit. God has a plan
for each of us and we must
pray to God to help
accomplish the same. God
has given us power of choice
(discerning power), common
sense, free will and
conscience. Prayer of our

heaven, but we should use guidance of the Holy Lord is an example for us, as

the key properly, not misuse Spirit. The Spirit He prayed: ‘not my will but

it. A Christian should pray intercédes T yours be done”.(Luke 22:42).

according to the will of God ints i d It shows that we have our own

with guidance of the Holy sainis in accoraance will and God has a will for us.
with God’s will

Spirit. The Spirit intercedes for

We can follow our own will

the saints in accordance with K

/ and pray against the will of

God’s will (Romans 8:27).
Basic principle for prayer is
stated in Philippians 2:13 “it is God who works
in you to will and to act according to his good
purpose”.

Children press parents for their unimportant
wants forgetting the fact that parents may have
their own problems even to cater to
indispensable needs of the kids. But in the
midst of pressure and even threats, parents
might yield to the urge of kids. But many a
time the future of such answers will be tragic.

God. Otherwise we can
surrender our will to the will
of God and pray for His will be done in our life.
Prayer of King Hezekiah was of the first
category. After knowing the will of God Hezekiah
not only prayed but cried bitterly narrating his
work done for the Lord. His prayer is not not
the ideal or model but a warning for us. Loving
God answered the prayer of Hezekaih like the
loving father gave property to the younger son
(Luke 15:12). God added fiteen years to the life
of Hezekiah (2 Kings 20:6).
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What were the results of the prayer of
Hezekiah? It is a sign board and warning for
praying Christians.

1. When God answered prayer Hezekiah
became proud and he did not respond to the
kindness shown to him and therefore Lord’s
wrath was on him and on Judah and Jerusalem
(2 Chronicles 32:24.25). We have ample
examples before us that poor believers become

as happened in the life of Hezekiah

4. The most wicked king who reigned in
Judah was Mansseh, son of Hezekaih, who
became king at the age of 12 years and ruled
55 years. He did evil in the eyes of God and
brought back detestable practices of the
gentiles. He sacrificed his own son in the fire.
He did more evil than the gentile Amorites
(2 Kings 21:1-16).

proud when God blesses
them in all respects in answer
to their prayers or of their
parents or their church.

2. When Hezekiah was
healed, the king of Babylon
sent him letters and gifts.
Hezekiah showed the
messenger all in his store
house and everything in his
kingdom (2 Kings 20:12-13,
Isaiah 39:1-2). At once
prophecy came to Hezekiah
through Isaiah: “everything in
the palace and all that his
fathers have stored until this
day will be carried out to
Babylon, nothing will be left
and some of your descenants,
yourown flesh and blood, that
wil be born to you will be taken
away, and they will become

When God answered
prayer Hezekiah
became proud and he
did not respond to the
kindness shown to him
and therefore Lord’s
wrath was on him and
on Judah and
Jerusalem (2
Chronicles 32:24.25).
We have ample
examples before us
that poor believers
become proud when
God blesses them in all
respects in answer to
their prayers or of their
parents or their church.

Manasseh became king
at the age of 12 years which
means he was born to
Hezkiah during the extended
life span. If Hezekiah had not
been given extension of life,
Manasseh would not have
become a king but another
son of Hezekiah would have
become a king of Judah. It
was the most tragic result of
the prayer of Hezekiah that
God gave Manasseh 55 years
for reigning whereas
Hezekiah ruled only 29 years.
God has given all of us a
lesson and warning that we
should not pray against the
will of God.

Paul’s prayer and Lord’s
answer in 2 Corinthinas 12:7-
10 is a paradigm for us to
follow. Christians need

eunuchs in the palace of the

king of Babylon* (2 Kings
20:16-18).

3. Hezekiah became selfish . A person who
cried bitterly when he knew he would die did
not pray or cry for his generation or the country
when prophecy came about their exile. When
you get long life and prosperity as answer of
prayer against the will of God, you would become
selfish. Hezekiah did not care for his
descendants, country or temple. It is a tragedy
if any person prays urging God to act against
His will . When a person gets financial prosperity
and long life through prayers instead of spiritual
blessings, he would become selfish and proud

perservance to wait for the will
of God (Hebrews 10:35).
We can learn the will of God through
companianship and communication with our
Lord day by day and year by year. Awife knows
the will of her huband by her intimate
comapnionship and relation with him. We
should read Bible, talk with God through prayers,
worship and fellowship with others through
services in the church and advices from the
Ministers of the Lord. In knowing God we know
His will. In loving God, we will do His will. God
directs our ways through Holy Spirit and our
intimacy with our Lord. =

God has given
all of us a lesson
and warning that
we should not
pray againstthe
will of God.
Paul’s prayer
and Lord’s
answer in 2
Corinthinas
12:7-10is a
paradigm for us
to follow.

(S

“God proved His love on the Cross. When Christ hung, and bled, and died,
it was God saying to the world, | love you”
“Being a Christian is more than just an instantaneous conversion —itis a

daily process whereby you grow to be more and more like Christ”
“It is not the body’s posture, but the heart’s attitude that counts
when we pray”’

Rev. Billy Graham /
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b “And having food and clothing,
with these we shall be content™ (1 Timoth
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Apostle Paul’s first letter contains both
direction and encouragement to his spiritual son
Timothy. In the above passage, Paul speaks of
two important elements: godliness and
contentment.Godliness is our desire to see
God’s character reproduced in us, while
contentmentis our acceptance of God’s will in
our lives. The absence of godliness and
contentment will bring great loss, especially in
the Christian life. Godliness without contentment
would be a joyless and legalistic righteousness,
and would give a one-sided testimony. On the
other hand, contentment without godliness
describes a person sadly disconnected from
God’s truth, and would not be distinctively
Christian at all. But to have real godliness and

Are we CONTENT with just
FOOD and CLOTHING?

“Now godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world,
and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and clothing,
with these we shall be content.” (1 Timothy 6:6-8)

e

4

relationship, the believer should be content with
the soul-mate whom God has joined to him/
her. Too many marriages are in jeopardy
because this principle is violated, and many
couples are straining by putting enormous
pressure on their marriage. However,
contentment coupled with godliness will bring
harmony in a marital relationship!

We should remember that we have brought
nothing into this world, and it is certain that we
can carry nothing out. Before Alexander the
Great died, he said: “When | am dead, carry
me forth on my bier, with my hands not wrapped
in cloth, but laid outside, so that all may see
that they are empty”. We enter this world at
birth possessing nothing and we will exit this

o (_Zoun.sglor. at the same time to be satisfied with one’s  world taking nothing with us. Since material
Visit his ministry | personal circumstances is more than money  wealth is relatively insignificant, we should
website @ http:// | canbuy! pursue other important things like
www.unitedinthe Christian believers should be content righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,

word.com | because their needs are met by Christ (2 and gentleness! (v. 11)
Corinthians 12:9, 10). In the case of a marriage -
C - Continued on page 8 )
“Good is not always God’s will, but God’s will is always good” -

“Separation to God, separation from the world, is the first principle of Christian iving”
“The Christian experience, from start to finish, is a journey of faith”
““A Christian life is an unending engagement on the battlefield”

- Rev. Watchman Nee
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Continuing
the New Series of
Bible Study

""Great Joy, Even in Many Trials!"
1 Peter 1:6-7

Apostle Peter brings up a great biblical
themein 1 Peter 1:6-7. The theme is great joy
in the middle of diverse sufferings, trials, distress
and all situations. God told them to rejoice in
all their undertaking. (See Deuteronomy 12:7
& 18). The word joy is found 88 times in 22 of
the 39 OId Testament books, and 57 times in
18 of the 27 New Testament books.

Some think of Joy and happiness as the
same. But generally happiness depends upon
what happens externally, and is very temporary.
Whereas, joy comes from within and it is long
lasting. Joy can be said as deep gladness and
delight. Our Lord Jesus Christ said, “Rejoice
for your name is written in Heaven” (see Luke
10:20). We see that the wise men were
overjoyed as they saw

and again in many of the Psalms the theme of
joy inthe middle of suffering. Many Psalms start
with the psalmists crying about troubles, trials,
threats of enemies, tears, and sorrows. But as
those Psalms come to their conclusions, there
is rejoicing, gladness and the joy of the Lord.
This is the life of the people of God throughout
human history. Apostle Paul wrote joy as the
second aspect of the fruit of the Spirit (see
Galatians 5:22). Apostle James wrote, count it
all joy when you encounter various trials (see
James 1:2). Apostle Paul wrote much about
sufferings and trials. He says, sorrowful yet

always rejoicing (see 2 Corinthians 1:4-10).
Apostle Peter in this portion of the scripture
shows many reasons why God’s people can
and should be joyful.

the star at the time of a
the birth (see Matthew
2:10). There is joy in

1) God caused us to be born
again,

™\ Reasons for great joy
for a child of God is
foundin 1 Peter 1:3-5.

Dr. C.P.
Varghese
Paduthottu

is the Founder
& President of
Peniel Bible
Seminary,
Peniel
Children’s
Home & Peniel
Academy,
Keezhillam,
Kerala.

Some think

of Joy and
happiness as
the same. But
generally
happiness

heaven over one sinner o 1) God caused usto | depends upon
who repents (see Luke 2) God gave us a living hope, be born again, what happens
15:7, 10, 32) As 3) God is keeping an 2) God gave us a | externally, and is
evangelist Phillip went inheritance for us in heaven, living hope, very temporary.
and preached in the city 4) God is keeping us by his 3) God is keeping § \whereas, joy

of Samaria there was power, an inheritance for us in comes frc’)m
great joy in the city 5) God is keeping the heaven, _ _ within and it is
(seeActs 8:4-8). When inheritor and the inheritance. 4) God is keeping long lasti

we read the book of us by his power, ong lasting.
Psalms, we see again N / 5) God is keeping
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Just like a
goldsmith
refines gold from
impurities
through fire,
God, the great
goldsmith,
refines and
removes
impurities from
His people.
When the
impurities are
removed from
gold it becomes
more valuable

the inheritor and the inheritance.

Next, we know from the holy scriptures that
God’s people canrest in God in the middle of
distress. Distress in the lives of God’s people
happens only if God allows it (see 1 Peter 3:17;
4:19; book of Job). It is not easy for us to
understand God’s design in our distress (see
Lamentations 3:32-33). Speaking of the distress
and suffering of Christ we read that it was the
will of the Father to bruise him. (Isaiah 53:10).

Let us look at the five aspects found in
1 Peter 1:6-7 regarding the trials of God'’s
people:

1. Various Trials.

There is diversity in our trials. There are a
wide range of trials, all kinds of difficult situations
are there. It is not the same for each believer.
Ourlives are like a painting canvas, where God
paints with various colors and shades. Some
may be bright and some dark, or other. But we
can entrust our souls to the faithful Creator
knowing that the finished product will be to His
praise and glory and for the eternal good of his
people.

gone by the evening. Our life is like a watch in
the night (James 4:14; Psalms 90:5-6; Romans
8:18). So trials in this short life are so short.

3. Trials are grievous.

Of course trials are painful, sorrowful, and
difficult. Life is not easy for God’s people in this
world. Jesus said you shall have troubles in this
world. Itis guaranteed (see John 16:33). Storms
make certain trees’ roots grow deeper and
make the tree stronger. That's the way it is with
the people of God who are called the trees of
God.

4. Trials are like Refining Fire.

Just like a goldsmith refines gold from
impurities through fire, God, the great goldsmith,
refines and removes impurities from his people.
When the impurities are removed from gold it
becomes more valuable and more precious. In
the same manner, our faith is tested in the fire
of trials, and our faith and trust become more
precious. God is more interested in our eternal
holiness than in our temporary happiness.

and more : : :
precious. 2. Trials are Only For a Little While. 5. Trials result in praise and glory and
honor.
How short is human life in light of eternity!
Eternity is endless and lasts for ever and ever. How blessed it will be to hear from the
Human life is like vapor that is here for a litle  master, well done, good and faithful servant! God
while and then vanishes away. It is like grass  honors those that honor Him. For Him be glory,
or flowers that come up in the morning and are  honor and praise for ever EI
( "Meditations from 1 Timothy" ...... Continuation from Page 6 )

Thus, contentment
consists of satis-
faction with the basic
necessities of life.
This happens when
we have a firm
understanding of the
passing nature of life.
We should seek first
the kingdom of God
and His righteous-
ness, and God will see
that we do not lack the
essentials of life
(Matthew 6:33). True

godliness brings contentment
with the material blessings
that God has provided when we
keep our values in right order!

Let’'s ask ourselves: are we
content with just food and
clothing? Augustine has once
said that we do not realize how
much we are attached to the
good things until they are
taken from us. Let us not love
self, money or any other thing
that this world has to offer us
(1 John 2:15), instead, let us
keep our eyes above on God

alone (Colossians 3:1-2).

Let us remember that real
gain comes from the
acquisition of godliness that
includes an attitude of
contentment with our material
possessions. Having the
basic necessities of life, food,
and clothing, we can and
should be content with what
we have: Jesus (see Hebrews
13:5-6). Paul had learned this
lesson of healthy detachment
from material things in his own
life, and we must learn it too.

“Not that | speak in
regard to need, for | have
learned in whatever state |
am, to be content: | know
how to be abased, and |
know how to abound.
Everywhere and in all
things I have learned both
to be full and to be hungry,
both to abound and to
suffer need. | can do all
things through Christ who
strengthens me”
(Philippians 4:11-13). W
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True Treasure!

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also" (Matthew 6:19-21)

Jesus differentiates between
perishable treasure on earth and
imperishable treasure in heaven.
Riches on earth are subject to multiple
methods of spoilage: consumption by
organisms like moths, withering away
by rusting, or being forcefully taken by
thieves and robbers. Instead, Jesus
advises us to actively store up true
wealth for ourselves in heaven —where
none of the earthly processes of
decomposition are applicable nor
stealing possible. He goes on to
emphasise that our attention will be
centred on wherever our treasure is
located.

We come across several
instances in the Bible of people
amassing great treasures, especially
those obtained as spoils of war —
however, their attitude towards these
earthly riches is what characterizes
them.

1. Abraham

The patriarch Abraham is among
the first people we come across as
being offered the spoils of war. In a
battle of four kings (Chedorlaomer of
Elam, Tidal of Goyim, Amraphel of
Shinar and Arioch of Ellasar) against
five (Bera of Sodom, Birsha of
Gomorrah, Shinab of Admah,
Shemeber of Zeboyim, and the king of
Bela/ Zoar), Abraham’s nephew Lot,
who is dwelling in Sodom at the time,
is carried away captive along with all
his goods, when the king of that
kingdom flees in defeat. As soon as
Abraham is informed of this, he arms
himself along with 318 trained servants

Aneka Paul, MSW
Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai

born in his own household, and
pursues the enemy camp. He is able
to defeat the confederation of four kings
and rescue Lot, his belongings, women
and servants, along with all the goods
that had been looted. (Genesis 14:1-
16).

When the king of Sodom comes to
meet the victorious Abraham at his
return, he offers all the valuables
retrieved to Abraham, only asking for
the people for himself (Genesis 14:17,
21). However, Abraham rejects this
offer, saying that he will not take even
the most insignificant item from the
loot except what has already been
eaten by his servants during battle, and
will let his allies (the Amorite brothers
Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre) take their
share. He does so lest the pagan king
later boast that he was the cause of
Abraham’s wealth, rather than the
Lord, God Most High. (Genesis 14:22-
24).

2. Achan

Contrarily, Achan gets tempted
during battle against Jericho by a
beautiful Babylonian garment, 200
shekels of silver and a wedge of 50
shekels of gold, and proceeds to steal
these away and hide them under the
ground of his tent (Joshua 7:21). He
totally disobeys God’s command to
the Israelite soldiers via Joshua to keep
themselves from these accursed
objects and consecrate all silver and
gold into the treasury of the Lord
(Joshua 6:18-19). The result of Achan’s
disobedience is the utter defeat of the
Israelite army against the small city of
Ai and the deaths of 36 soldiers
(Joshua 7:4-5). Completely at a loss,
the leader Joshua falls prostrate before
the ark of the Lord until the Lord
Himself reveals the reason for their
curse and defeat (Joshua 7:6, 11-12).
A detailed search the next day reveals
Achan to be the culprit, and as a
punishment, he is stoned to death then
burned with fire —along with his family,
all his possessions, as well as the
items of treasure which he coveted.
(Joshua 7:24-25).

3. Saul

Another person who chose to
disobey the Lord’s commandment for
utter destruction of the enemy was
King Saul. The Lord informs King Saul
via Prophet Samuel that He wishes to
punish the Amalekites for the evil they
did to tired Israel as they came up from
Egypt, and commands him to kill all
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living beings (humans and animals) in
that country (1 Samuel 15:1-3).
However, after they win the battle, King
Saul and the soldiers with him are
loathe to kill Agag, king of the
Amalekites (best of the people) or any
of the best of the animals (1 Samuel
15:7-9).

When God informs Samuel of
Saul’s disobedience, he immediately
sets out to follow Saul to Gilgal. When
Samuel confronts him, Saul —who until
then was taking the credit for this
victory by setting up a monument for
himself at Carmel (1 Samuel 15:12) —
first tries to buy his way to forgiveness
by offering the best animals as a
sacrifice to the Lord, then is quick to
pass the blame for disobedience on
the people with him (1 Samuel 15:15,
20-21). The consequence of King
Saul’s disobedience is felt not only by
himself and his posterity when they
lose the kingship (1 Samuel 15:23, 28),
but follows the Israelites centuries later
in the far-away land of Persia, in the
form of Haman the Agagite at the
palace of Shushan (Esther 3:1, 10).

4. David

A short while later, Saul’s
successor David ends up having to have
a conflict with the Amalekites. The
Amalekites arrive at Ziklag, which had
been given to David as a possession
city (1 Samuel 27:6), burn it with fire
and take the residents away captive
(1 Samuel 30:1-2). As David and his
men separate from Achish and the
Philistines and arrive back at Ziklag,
they are devastated to find their wives
and children missing and the city burnt
(1 Samuel 30:3-4). Once David has
strengthened himself in the Lord,
inquired of Him, and received
confirmation that he will surely recover
all if he pursues them (1 Samuel 30:6b,
8), he sets out with his 600 men.
However, when they reach the Brook
Besor, 200 of the men are forced to
stay behind as they are too weary to
continue (1 Samuel 30:9-10).

David and the remaining 400 men
attack the Amalekites, who were too
busy celebrating their great victory to

be alert, defeat them, recover every
person and item of theirs back, plus
more spoil of others’ (1 Samuel 30:16-
20). However, when they meet up back
with their 200 comrades, some of the
400 who fought are reluctant to share
the spoils with those who did not fight,
apart from merely restoring their
respective families to them (1 Samuel
30:21-22). This “wicked and worthless”
bunch of greedy individuals are taught
a lesson when David immediately
creates an ordinance of sharing alike
between those who battle and those
who guard the supplies. David further
goes on to send some of the spoil as
gifts to elders and friends in all the
places where he and his men used to
wander. (1 Samuel 30:23-31).

We are also given the choice of
whether we wish to seek perishable
riches on this earth or incorruptible
treasure in heaven. If we truly
understood who gives us the ability to
gain wealth (Deuteronomy 8:18), we
would accordingly fix our attention
onthe source.

Let us choose wisely! ]
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Children's

Gloria
was in 8th
grade and
a very
good
student.

H e r

mother

Joanna
worked from early morning to late night
in various jobs and taking care of
household matters. Her father travelled
to different places for his job
assignments. They had the habit of
praying together before leaving the
house on any errand. Gloria also learned
very early in life to be organized in what
she did every day.

One of Gloria’s enterprising activities
is to find how she can do a particular
task more efficiently and faster than
before. For example, for taking down long
notes in class, she created symbols that
would mean certain words, When going
to the grocery store with her mother, she
would study all the different routes that
would take her there and use her
knowledge to come up with an efficient
and often faster route. Similarly if there
were multiple stores to shop in, she

"GIVE IT TO THE LORD"

would come up with the most efficient
way to shop in them.

One day Gloria did not come up with
an efficient route for her mother to shop
at various stores. She accompanied her
mother to see how it would feel. To reach
the first store, it took 10 minutes longer
than Gloria’s route but surprisingly the
check-out lines were very small and they
were out of the store in record time. Gloria
would have preferred to go to a partiular
store next. But her mother insisted on
going to a different store. It turned out the
store had a flash sale that would end in
the next 30 minutes. If they chose to go

\

Beena Aunty

\ _/

elsewhere, they would have
missed the sale. The third store
had fresh produce that just
arrived a few minutes before
they arrived at that store,
because the store’s truck was
late for some reason.
Throughout their drive, they
were listening to Christian
music.

Gloria was surprised at how the
events unfolded for them even though it
was about shopping. The longer drive
even gave them more time to listen to
Christian music. Her efficient ideas did
not matter. Committing their ways to the
Lord and relying on God’s ways to unfold
mattered. Isaiah 55:8-9 reads, “For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are
your ways My Ways,” declares the Lord.
“For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, So are my ways higher than your
ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts”.

Ecclesiastes 3:11 says “He has made
everything appropriate in its time. He has
also set eternity in their heart, yet so that
man will not find out the work which God
has done from the beginning even to the
end’.

=~ OS5 =00

There was wedding
in Cana of Galilee and Jesus
mother was there.

Christ Jesus changes water into wine

Jesus and His disciples were
also invited to the wedding

They nave
“0 wine

=

/4

When they ran out of wine
Mary said to Jesus

A

/1

f’ir Lo
U*\%ﬂ,,

His mother said to the servant
whatever he says to you do it

Why does

this concern us?
My hour does

not come

b

here were six water pots

Jesus said to them -
"Fill the water pots with water" ¢~

They filled water upto brim

David and Goliath

Joanna Anoop
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China Removes Bible Apps
from App Store!

International Christian Concern
reported in May that China’s government
continued its clampdown on Christianity
within cyberspace by banning various
Bible apps and shutting down Christian
public accounts. When Chinese citizens
attempt to access Christian pages such
as “Gospel League” and “Life Quarterly,”
they receive a message reading,
“Received report that this account
violates the ‘Internet User Public Account
Information Services Management
Provisions’ and the account has been
blocked and suspended”. Popular
American Bible apps such as YouVersion
are not available in the Chinese app
store. In 2019, the government removed
a 6-year-old Chinese Bible app called
WeDevote after it had been downloaded
10 million times.

China continues its policy of
clamping down on Christianity. Inspite of
all oppressions, the Church continues to
grow!

Submit Sermons to
Government?

A proposed Danish law that would
require sermons be translated and
submitted to the government has
sparked concern among Christians in
the region. All sermons not delivered in
the country’s native language should be
translated into Danish and submitted to
the government. The legislation is
primarily intended to control radical
Muslim groups in the country. But
Christians are also concerned. Anglican
Bishop Robert Innes of the European
diocese wrote a letter to PrimeMinister,
Frederiksen in January expressing
concern over the proposal's impact on
religious liberty. The proposal also has
practical problems, the bishop said,
arguing it is not feasible to translate a

they might write notes. They might preach
extempore and there are questions of
idiom and nuance which requires a high
level of skill in translation”. German-
speaking churches also are concerned:
“We do not only hold services on
Sundays, but also baptisms, weddings
and funerals, throughout the week. It is
not realistic to expect that we translate
all these sermons or that we translate
them in advance”.

Problem arises when a general
proposal is enacted to control a specific
nuisance. People in power wish to
appear politically correct and desist from
calling the spade a spade!

Archaeological findings and
Biblical narratives!

Earthquake in Uzziah's time!
Archaeologists in Israel say they have

uncovered physical evidence in
Jerusalem of an earthquake referenced
in Amos and Zechariah that struck during
the divided kingdom and after the reigns
of David and Solomon. Zechariah 14:5
says, "You will flee as you fled from the
earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of
Judah". Amos 1:1 says that Amos saw a
vision about Israel "two years before the
earthquake, when Uzziah was king of
Judah and Jeroboam son of Jehoash
was king of Israel". The Israel Antiquities
Authority said, it had uncovered
archaeological evidence of the
earthquake, which struck in Israel about
2,800 years ago. Recent excavations in
the ‘City of David National Park’ revealed
a "layer of destruction from when the

Ortal Kalaf, excavation directors for the
Israel Antiquities Authority, said the
earthquake "was probably one of the
strongest and most damaging
earthquakes in ancient times".

Pottery connected with Gideon!

According to The Times of Israel,
archaeologists found a pottery vessel
from a storage pit dating back to 1,100
BC at the Khirbet el Rai site that had an
inscription of the name "Jerubbaal" or
"Yeruba'al" on it, which was the same
name given to Gideon, whose story is
found in Judges 6, 7, and 8. The rare find
could be the first case of hard evidence
of an artifact with a name connected to
the biblical judges. Professor
Christopher Rollston from George
Washington University, who deciphered
the text, noted that the 'Jerubbaal
inscription is "the most logical and
reasonable reading".

First Temple-Era Segment of
Jerusalem City Wall!

A section of Jerusalem's city wall,
built during the First Temple Era has
been discovered during excavations in
the ‘City of David National Park’. The city
wall protected Jerusalem from a number
of attacks during the reign of the kings of
Judah, until the arrival of the Babylonians
who managed to break through it and
conquer the city. In 2 Kings 25:10, there
is an account of the Babylonian conquest
of Jerusalem where the Babylonian army
breached the city's walls. "The whole
Babylonian army under the commander
of the imperial guard broke down the
walls around Jerusalem," the scripture
reads. Additional findings from the
destruction, including rows of storage
jars that were smashed when the
building burned and collapsed, were
seen in the building next to the wall during
previous excavations.

We have reported  many
archaeological findings in several issues
of the magazine in the past. These
findings are important for Bible students
as they provide ample proofs to show the

weekly sermon delivered  building's walls collapsed," including accurate l.7istorica/r.73ture ofthe accounts
extemporaneously. “Preachers don’t shattered vessels, bowls, lamps, Mfarrated in the scriptures. (5)
always write full text of their sermons,  cooking utensils and jars. Joe Uziel and
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HEBRON BIBLE COLLEGE

ESTABLISHED IN 1992

Pr. P. Joy

(Principal) 9757088499

Bro. Varghese Kollakompil
(Administrator) 9821332273

P.0. Box No. 17082, Tilaknagar P.0., Chembur, Mumbai - 400 089.
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What more would you like fo
see on the pages. Share your

experience with us we would
love fo hear from you.

Fully owned and
managed by
IPC Maharashira State

Vision :
Light up the villages of

Maharashtra
through living word.
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PRAY FOR IPC MAHARASHTRA STATE

Nandurbar

Bhandara

Chandrapur
® 376 Churches

» 376 Pastors

» 370 Outstations

® 152 Prayer Cells

® 42 House churches

#» Upcoming Church buildings and parsonages

®» Hebron Bible College

® Suvartha Publications

® Tracts & Literature Ministry

® 28 Primary Schools and Balwadies in the Villages

Gondia
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Saji Mathew

Moncy P. George - 97027 15909

Email : ipcms.sundayschool@gmail.com

- 98205 60569
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Biju P. Samuel, West Bengal
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Scenes from Kolhapur District of IPC Maharashtra
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Food material to pastors and poor believers of Kolhapur during Covid-19 Pandemic
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