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Fun e it ¢ Dotk A plessed HOPE to live or
2 a crippling urge to die?

A Christ-less
society is a
hopeless society.
Its vision is
limited to the
‘material
present’. Its
philosophy is:
‘Eat, drink and be
merry, for
tomorrow we
die’. It may be
modified to: ‘If we
cannot eat and
drink enough and
cannot be
sufficiently merry,
then today we
opt to die’.

Johnson
K. Samuel

incidents of suicides

Unexpected
happening around in our neighborhood
make us to pause and think. How are human
beings driven to such hopeless despair and
push them to take their own lives?

Someone has said: “The last thing to lose
is hope. Without hope there is nolife. You can
live seven days without food, three days
without water, three minutes without air, but
less than a second without hope”.

What then is hope? Hope is the joyous
expectation of the future.

The ‘Glorious Hope Of The Christian’ is
the return of our Lord Jesus Christ, coming to
receive those who are His own that they may
be with Him in glory. We look for this great
event because of the promises of God’s
Word, and also because of the amazing
events taking place around us in the political
world and in the religious world. This is a
‘Blessed Hope’ for all who are willing to see i,
and who are watching forit.

A Christ-less society is a hope-less
society. Its vision is limited to the ‘material
present’. Its philosophy is: ‘Eat, drink and be
merry, for tomorrow we die’. It may be
modified to: ‘If we cannot eat and drink
enough and cannot be sufficiently merry,
then today we opt to die’. On the other hand,
Christ gives us eternal hope of a glorious,
resurrected body and the glorious presence
of our Lord who loved us and gave His own
life for us.

Our hope protects our head like a
helmet. Apostle Paul says: “But let us who
are of the day be sober, putting on the
breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet
the hope of salvation” (1 Thesselonians 5:8).
The hope of salvation refers to the final
redemption of our body - putting on the

“If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the
most pitiable. ---- Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing
that your labor is not in vain in the Lord”
(1 Corinthians 15:19,58)

glorious and incorruptible body - at the
rapture of the church when the Lord comes
again. As the helmet protects the head, our
glorious hope protects our thinking process,
keeping it safe from evil imaginations and
depressing attitudes and fear of failures.

Our blessed hope is also described as
an anchor: “This hope we have as an anchor
of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and
which enters the Presence behind the veil,
where the forerunner has entered for us,
even Jesus” (Hebrews 6:19,20). It makes our
journey of Christian life safe and secure
because our boat’s anchor is not in this
world, but in heaven where our Lord has
entered before us.

Our hope of the glorious appearing of
our Lord encourages us to seek the grace
of God to live a sober, righteous and
godly life: “For the grace of God that brings
salvation has appeared to all men, teaching
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly in the present age, looking for the
blessed hope and glorious appearing of our
great God and Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus
2:11-13). The Lord wants to gather His
people who say "No" to ungodliness and
worldly passions and live a self-controlled,
upright and godly lives.

The hope of our Lord’s return and a
glorious eternity with Him should be the
guiding factor in our day to day practical life.
It gives us a positive and meaningful attitude,
it protects our thought processes and it
encourages us to live a purified life. Let us
live and work as if He were coming the next
moment; always in a state of readiness,
eagerly anticipating the catching away of
those who are the Lord’s.

o
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Leavers and Cleavers on the
JOURNEY OF LIFE

“Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has
departed for Thessalonica - Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia.
Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to
me for ministry" (2 Timothy 4:10,11)

THE JOURNEY OF LIFE

“Life is ajourney”. We journey with parents,
siblings, friends, co-workers, and so on. At
various stages of this journey co-travelers join
and leave. Some for good reasons and some
for bad reasons. Paul’s experience narrated in
2 Timothy 1:15-2:13 helps us to have a biblical
view on this reality, its impact

him. It was Paul’s “et tu brute” moment.
This pair may have had at least three

reasons for abandoning Paul. First, they feared
they would be implicated in the offense leading
to Paul’s execution. They had to save their skin.
Second, they were disappointed since God did
not deliver him as in previous occasions. Third,
Paul’'s experience dampened their enthusiasm
for the mission since it involves
suffering and death.

on our lives and ways of
coping with it.

THE PRISONER IN
DEATH ROW

Paul wrote the second
letter to Timothy between AD
64-65, during his second
imprisonment in Rome that
led to his execution.
Anticipating the end of his
journey of life, he wrote:

“For | am already being
poured out as a drink
offering, and the time of my

The deserters leave a
vacuum in our lives and
the trauma of that
experience takes years
to overcome. It dampens
our enthusiasm for
mission. The wounds
that separation inflict
hesitate to heal; even if
healed, the scars stay on
for the rest of life. They
leave behind good, bad,
pleasant, or scary
memories.

Regardless of their motives,
they behaved as the disciples
of Jesus who followed him from
Galilee to Jerusalem but fled
when he was arrested and
crucified.

The deserters leave a
vacuum in our lives and the
trauma of that experience
takes years to overcome. It
dampens our enthusiasm for
mission. The wounds that
separation inflict hesitate to
heal; even if healed, the scars
stay on for the rest of life. They
leave behind good, bad,

departure has come” (2

Timothy 4:6-8).

LEAVERS

Paul writes painfully, that at this stage of
his life, most of the people whom he counted
on have deserted him: “all who are in Asia
turned away from me, among whom are
Phygelus and Hermogenes” (2 Timothy 1:15).
The NLT highlights the agony of the desertion
by rendering it as, “even Phygelus and
Hermogenes” (2 Timothy 1:15, NLT). He had
counted on this pair of friends so that he could
never convince him that they had abandoned

pleasant, or scary memories.
Our life in the family, church,
and workplaces have plenty of such patches.
Paul had seen many people leaving him all
through his life, though the desertion by friends
at this point is incomparably painful. Demas
left him around at this point too as he noted at
the end of this epistle that: “For Demas, in love
with this present world, has deserted me and
gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to
Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia” (2 Timothy 4:10).
Though Crescens and Titus might have left
him to continue the mission, Demas did not
leave for any such noble reasons. He not only
deserted Paul but also abandoned his faith and

Dr. Paulson
Pulikottil is the
Senior Pastor of
the Community
of the
Redeemed
(CORe)
www.coreindia.org,
Pune, India. He

has been on the
faculty of many
Bible colleges
in India and

abroad.

Paul wrote the
second letter to
Timothy between
AD 64-65, during
his second
imprisonment in
Rome that led to
his execution.
Anticipating the
end of his journey
of life, he wrote:
“For | am already
being poured out
as a drink offer-
ing, and the time
of my departure
has come” (2
Timothy 4:6-8).
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We can relate
with Paul,
especially those
in ministry. | have
had so many
people |
mentored, not
only turning
enemies but also
leaving their faith
that | nurtured
them in. Not only
in ministry but
alsoin all
aspects of life,
this occurs.
Parents may
abandon
newborn babies,
children may
desert their aged
parents,
spouses may
leave sick or
jobless partners.

hope for the world to come. His reason was
spiritual apostacy, so he decided not to continue
with Paul anymore. He overlooked the truth that,
“do not love the world or the things in the world.
If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father
is not in him” (1 John 2:15).

But Demas was with Paul when he wrote
the letter to Colossians in the early part of his
present imprisonment. Paul wrote that, “Luke
the beloved physician greets you, as does
Demas” (Colossians 4:14). After penning
Colossians and before writing the second letter
to Timothy from the same prison, Demas had
left Paul’'s team. When he dumped his faith and
his close associate, Demas

directions that our organization should take in
the next decade. It demanded sacrifice and
commitment. At coffee break one of my senior
colleagues warned me that | would be very
unrealistic. He was reluctant to go with me.
John Mark might have thought that the vision to
evangelize the interior parts of Turkey was not
feasible, so he does not have to own it.

When people leave us, it could not only
dampen our spirits but also make us doubt our
own convictions and the directions we are
heading. But we must scale further as Paul did
rather than consider returning to the base
camp. Paul went ahead with his mission

although John Mark fell off and

overlooked another truth that,

Barnabas parted ways with

“the world is passing away
along with its desires, but
whoever does the will of God
abides forever” (1 John 2:17).

We can relate with Paul,
especially those in ministry.
| have had so many people |
mentored, not only turning
enemies but also leaving
their faith that | nurtured them
in. When we score, they
cheer us up, but in the first
sign of losing they will start
packing their bags to leave.
Not only in ministry but also
in all aspects of life, this

Sometimes God call us
to be the lonely voice in
the wilderness. If the
task that we have at
hand is from Him, and
for His glory then the
number of people who
are with us does not
matter. We only need to
believe as Elisha
assured his servant that,
“those who are with us
are more than those who
are with them”

(2 Kings 6:16).

him.

Sometimes God call us to
be the lonely voice in the
wilderness. However,
loneliness does not mean that
we are alone since we have
the promise of the Lord to be
with us till the end of the age
(Matthew 28:18). If the task
that we have at hand is from
him, and for his glory then the
number of people who are with
us does not matter. We only
need to believe as Elisha
assured his servant that,
“those who are with us are
more than those who are with

occurs. That is part of the

way of life. Parents may
abandon newborn babies,
children may desert their aged parents, spouses
may leave sick or jobless partners.

It is not the first time that people deserted
Paul. John Mark who set out with his uncle
Barnabas and Paul on their first missionary trip
left half-way. When Paul insisted on travelling
deeper into the country over the difficult terrains,
John Mark backed off. Since he deserted the
team to return to the comfort of his home in
Jerusalem, Paul refused to take him board on
the second trip. The result was a rift between
Paul and Barnabas (Acts 15:36—41).

But unlike Demas, John Mark did not leave
his faith. He was with Paul later. Even in this
letter Paul urged Timothy, “get Mark and bring
him with you, for he is very useful to me for
ministry” (2 Timothy 4:11).

People may not always share our big
dreams. Once, | presented to my team the new

them” (2 Kings 6:16).

CLEAVERS

Though there are people who leave us there
are people who cleave on as well. In the same
breath as he recorded the painful words of
people leaving him, he gratefully mentioned one
friend determined to cling on to him. That was
otherwise unknown Onesiphorus. Paul wrote,

“May the Lord grant mercy to the household
of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and
was not ashamed of my chains, but when he
arrived in Rome he searched for me earnestly
and found me—may the Lord grant him to find
mercy from the Lord on that day!—and you well
know all the service he rendered at Ephesus”
(2 Timothy 1:16-18).

Paul first met Onesiphorus in Ephesus
where he was at Paul’s service. Then when he
heard that Paul was a prisoner in Rome, he

September 2022

Suvartha



went there looking for Paul. When those who
were with Paul had deserted him, Onesiphorus
was looking for Paul to refresh his life in whatever
way he could.

LUKE THE PHYSICIAN

While Onesiphorus went searching for Paul
in Rome and gave him company in his distress,
Luke never left him. Paul wrote to Timothy that
“Luke alone is with me” (2 Tim 4:11) while
sighing over Demas’ departure. Luke was on
his missionary journeys, on his way to Rome
as a prisoner and stayed with him even when
he is on the death row.

Itis a secret of God’s economy that our life
will never be empty. When people leave, God
sends people who will cleave on to us in the
most difficult stages of our

could continue to serve his purposes.

Though the early believers had been through
a lot of persecution, they were deeply committed
to their fellow believers in prison for their faith.
They ‘had compassion on those in prison”
(Hebrews 10:34).

BELIEVE IN PEOPLE

Desertion should not weaken our faith in
people. God counterbalances the leavers with
cleavers. Demas, Phygelus, Hermogenes, and
many others on whom he counted on left him.
But God brought Onesiphorus to him and Luke
stayed on. So, Paul did not lose his faith in
people’s integrity.

Paul’s opinion of John Mark had changed
over the years. He asked Timothy to join himin

Rome and to bring John Mark

life. As a pastor, | had to face

along since ‘he is very useful

what many other pastors had
to face - division in the

church. Once more than half
of the church left with my
assistant. The few who stood
with me even began to leave
one by one because they did
not see any future in the new
venture. There came a point
where I had no one to preach
to. But | continued the

ministry because it was

God’s plan.

Desertion should not

weaken our faith in people.

God counterbalances the
leavers with cleavers.
Demas, Phygelus,
Hermogenes, and many
others on whom he
counted on left him. But
God brought Onesiphorus

to him and Luke stayed on.

So, Paul did not lose his
faith in people’s integrity.

to me for ministry” (2 Timothy
4:11). This is the same Mark
who refused to travel through
the difficult terrains to the
interior of Turkey on the first
trip. On the second trip, Paul
refused to take him on board
since “Paul thought best not
to take with them one who
had withdrawn from them in
Pamphylia and had not gone
with them to the work” (Acts
15:38). But Paul knew very

The last member | had

well that people change over

one Sunday morning told me

that his wife does not want him to hang on to
the wreckage of the ship with me. So, this would
be his last Sunday with me. My wife, my son
and | would alone make the congregation next
Sunday. But when | was about pull out of the
carpark, he came running towards the car,
asked me roll down the glass and said: “go
ahead pastor, God has a purpose for this
church.” He walked away; | have never seen
him again. But his words ring in my ears even
now, especially in every time of crisis that pops
up. That gave me the strength to continue, and
God gave the growth, it keeps growing though
we had hit ground zero at that point. Though
he was leaving at the crisis point, he left a word
of encouragement. God sent in his own time,
his own people and the congregation continued
to grow. Though over the time many people let,
God kept on sending his people so that we

the years. Later, he went
back with Paul in his ministry and proved to be
useful. At this final leg of his journey, Paul longed
for the company of his youthful companions
besides Luke the physician - Timothy and John
Mark.

CONCLUSION

Never lose your energy, never surrender your
vision, never dampen your love for the Lord
because of deserters. Leaving and cleaving is
part of the game of life. God in his economy
has people who will remain steadfast in our life
and our ministry. Thank God for them. Satan
always has his secret agents planted in all turns
of our life. We must be aware of that. But also
count on God’s lieutenants who would stand
steadfast with us. We serve God’s purpose with
them. ]

Paul’s opinion of
John Mark had
changed over
the years. He
asked Timothy
to join him in
Rome and to
bring John Mark
along since ‘he
is very useful to
me for ministry”
(2 Timothy
4:11). This is the
same Mark who
refused to travel
through the
difficult terrains
to the interior of
Turkey on the
first trip.
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He was well
versed in
scripture in His
young age (Luke
2:47) and He set
His mind on
things above.
Jesus glorified
Father God
when He healed
and performed
miracles (Luke
5:26, 7:16,
13;12,13,17:17)
and finished His
work glorifying
God (John 17:3).

Jesus Christ:

He is unique in Character!

And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with
wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him"
(Luke 2:40)

Our Lord Jesus Christ is unique in all
aspects. Ability will get us success but
character will keep us successful. A person is
known by his character. Jesus gives us a model
in action in His sincerity and integrity

Jesus was pure (1 John 3:3) and He wants
His followers should also be pure because then
only we can see God (Matthew 5:4, 1 John
3:2,3). He was pure because He was sinless
(John 1:17). Even devil agreed (Mark 1:24).
Jesus challenged His enemies to prove He is
guilty (John 8:46). He was never tempted to
commit sin because He did everything
according to the will of God (John 5:30, 6:38).

He was filled with wisdom and grace of God
was upon Him (Luke 2:40). He knew His Father
is God at His young age (Luke 2:49), yet He
was obedient to His earthly parents (Luke 2:51).
Though He was sinless, He took baptism to
obey God’s command (Matthew 3:15) Holy
Spirit descended on Jesus and God testified
He is son of God, Messiah when He took
baptism. Hence He was full of Holy Spirit and
led to the wilderness (Luke 4:1). Jesus was
tempted by Satan for everything in the world
except commit sin but He overcame with the
power of Word of God, He was not tempted to
commit sin because he was Messiah, filled with
Holy Spirit.

He was well versed in scripture in His young
age (Luke 2:47) and He set His mind on things
above. Jesus glorified Father God when He
healed and performed miracles (Luke 5:26,
7:16, 13;12,13, 17:17) and finished His work
glorifying God (John 17:3).

He was humble (Colossians 2:7). He was
born in a poor family . He loved hewers of wood
and drawers of water and He invited weary and
burdened promising rest (Matthew 11:28). He

took off His outer clothing and wrapped a towel
around His waist, poured water into a basin and
washed the feet of His disciples (John 13:4,5).
He is embodiment of humility. He said shepherd
will go before His followers (John 10:4) and not
prosperity .

He defended disciples when they picked
some heads of grain and ate on Sabbath
(Matthew 12:1-5). Some church leaders insult
and humiliate local leaders. | know a leader in
a Pentecostal church who finds comfort in
insulting his subordinate in public to show his
authority, When the Samaritan woman told lie
about her husband, Jesus replied she was right
because she had no husband then (John 4:17).
If we adopt and follow love of Jesus we can win
more people for the Lord. Criticism should mend
people and not end them. Love sinners and hate
sin. Our Lord saw goodness of people rather
than their bad ways. There is a fable in which
Jesus and disciples were travelling in a village
road and there was a corpse of a dog on their
way. Disciples could not stand the foul smell of
the corpse..Jesus said the teeth of the dead
dog were beautiful. He always saw the
goodness. Jesus loved His disciples and prayed
for them (John 17:6-26).

At the time of His arrest He requested the
soldiers to let His disciples go (John 18:8). He
is unique in character. He is the greatest lover
born in this world. There is a story that when
Jesus returned to heaven, angels surrounded
Him and enquired about His ministry on earth,
He explained how He healed sick, performed
miracles, preached and chose disciples, one
disciple betrayed, another denied and others
left Him when He was crucified.Angels anxiously
asked who would do His ministry for which He
sacrificed His life. He responded that same
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disciples who denied and deserted Him when
He was led to cross. He said He knows His
disciples love him, do His ministry and die for
Him. Is there any leader who would entrust his
work to the people who denied and left him? He
used to spend time alone with His disciples
(Mark 4:34). Jesus loved people regardless of
how great or low or rich or poor. Jesus loved
equally .None is beyond love of our Lord. He
expressed love by spending time with personal
communication and touch and by serving their
needs.

Jesus Christ never criticized Roman or Greek
gods. He drew big line to show other lines are
small. He showed God is love, omnipotent and
omnipresent. It is not our ministry to criticize
gentile cultures and gods but get separated from
them. We are the light of the world and our sole
responsibility to show light. He was tactful in
conversation and His words

19:13-15) and He advised us that we must
become innocent and pure like children to enter
Kingdom of God (Matthew 18:1-3). | saw the
portrait of a smiling Jesus, keeping children of
all races and nations in His lap and around Him
when | visited a park at California. Our Lord is a
smiling person. He cried when Mary of Bethany
wept (John 10:35). He stopped His journey in
the midway to Father God when He knew Mary
Magdalene was in anguish (John 20:10-13). He
laughs with us and cries with us because He is
the embodiment of love. He loved disciples till

the end
He is person of compassion who fed the
hungry (Matthew 14:14) and handed over His
mother to John at the cross. He touched leper
(Matthew 8:3) and He stood when blind man
cried (Mark 10:48). Will anybody except Jesus
wait on his journey to answer a beggar? He
healed the person who was

were sweet and comforting.

among the enemies who came

When mother asked special
seats with Jesus for her sons
in heaven, He did not rebuke
or insult her but comforted
her (Matthew 20:2-23). He
appreciated people in their
weakness too

He was a person of
compassion who fed
the hungry (Matthew

14:14) and handed over
His mother to John at
the cross. He touched

to catch Him (Luke 22:51).
Jesus has compassion for
sinners (Matthew 9:36). When
Peter denied Him, Jesus
looked at him with compassion
(Luike 22:61) and Perer
repented and cried. Amodel for

Jesus spoke in our leper (Matthew 8:3) and Christian leaders!
language. People in the He stood when blind Jesus was not for power or
street and scholars P position. He went to pray when

understood His language. He

He knew people are going to

did never beat about the bush
but spoke directly and

clearly. He understands our language. When |
was young my mother used to say, “l can
understand Mathewkutty’s language”. What she
meant was that she understood my desires and
intentions when | could not express them. It is
the language of love. Jesus understands our
desires and intentions even when we say
something wrong in our prayers. He loved the
woman caught in the act of adultery and forgave
her sins with the warning not to sin again. When
| experienced the love of Jesus Christ, | wrote
five books about Him!

Jesus appreciated people especially
gentiles of their faith. like Centurion (Luke 7:9),
Canaanite woman (Matthew 15:23), Sinner
woman (Luke 7:45,46). He was tactful in
conversation and His words were sweet and
comforting.

.Jesus loved children. When children were
brought to Him, He blessed them (Matthew

make Him king (John 6;15).
Many selfish and proud
persons occupy prominent places in church and
society .They may preach eloquently and do
many things effectively with thousands of
followers. But Christ is not a model for them!

George Bernard Shaw said : “power does
not corrupt men, fools however if they get into
position or power, then power corrupts power”!

He never bowed to any person except to
His Father God, whether Pilate, King Herod, or
Chief Priest. His words had power and authority,
He controlled His tongue and kept silent before
Pilate (Matthew 27:14) and before the insult of
the malefactor (Luke 23:39).

Jesus proved He has the same character of
the Kingdom of God - righteousness, peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit (Matthew 6:33, Luke
10:21), divine power (Luke 11:20-22), Truth,
holiness, light, eternal life. His character shows
sincerity, integrity, accountability, commitment,
courage, diligence,, humility and respect. m

Jesus was not
for power or
position. He
went to pray
when He knew
people are going
to make Him
king (John 6;15).
Many selfish and
proud persons
occupy
prominent
places in church
and society.They
may preach
eloquently and
do many things
effectively with
thousands of
followers. But
Christ is not a
model for them!
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Practical Life Instructions from:
Apostle Paul's Letter to ""Romans"

Devotional: FIVE

Live DAILY by the STANDARDS of
‘GOD’s KINGDOM’

“For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. For he who serves Christ
in these things is acceptable to God and approved by men.
Therefore, let us pursue the things which make for peace and
the things by which one may edify another”
(Romans 14:17-19)

/

When John the Baptist started his public
ministry, he began with preaching about the
kingdom of heaven: In those days John the
Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of
Judea, and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand!” (Matt. 3:1-2) After John was
put in prison, Jesus began preaching on the
same lines: Now
after John was put

believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:14-15)

Itis therefore evident that the gospel of the
kingdom of God has a different level of standards
that should be followed by all God’s children.
What really counts in the kingdom of God is
that the Almighty God is acknowledged as the
King and Supreme Ruler. In the words of Jesus,

“the kingdom of
God is within us”

in prison, Jesus

(Luke 17:21). In

came to Galilee,
preaching the
gospel of the
kingdom of God,
and saying, “The
time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom
of God is at hand.
Repent, and

It is therefore evident that the gospel of
the kingdom of God has a different level of
standards that should be followed by all
God’s children. What really counts in the
kingdom of God is that the Almighty God is
acknowledged as the King and
Supreme Ruler.

its inward reality
the kingdom of
God includes
only those who
are born again
(John 3:3, 5) and
have become
God’s children
(John 1:12-13).
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The subjects of God’s kingdom have lives of
practical righteousness, by dispositions of
peace and harmony, and by mind-sets of joy in
the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 5:6, 9, 10, 12; 6:31).

The standards of God’s kingdom in our lives
are characterized by righteousness (perfect
uprightness in our daily walk),

God has placed us in the kingdom of His Son
Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:13). As we live
according to the standards of God’s kingdom,
there are life-transforming behavior patterns that
should reflect our spiritual location. We will make
every effort to maintain peace and harmony in

the Christian fellowship. We

peace (perfect peace with
God and a consistent attempt
to promote peace among
others), and joy (through the
Holy Spirit). The kingdom of
God consists of spiritual
realities like righteousness in
action and thought, peace
that seeks harmony and joy
that comes from the Holy
Spirit. Those who understand
the spiritual realities of God’s
kingdom will not choose the

If we are part of God’s
kingdom, it will make a
difference in how we live
daily in this world since the
impact of our actions on
others play a vital role in
our fellowship and
evangelism. Where we live
makes demands on how
we live. As we live
according to the standards

will spread peace, edify and
help others to grow stronger
in the Christian faith and are
a source of joy in everyday
relationships. We will then
have peace with God as we
bless others as well.

Let’s live daily by the
standards of God’s
kingdom!The primary issues
in our lives should not be
external amoral practices but
the great spiritual qualities

fleeting joy of satisfying
selfish carnal desires over
the lasting spiritual joy of
putting aside those desires
for the sake of others.They

of God’s kingdom, there
are life-transforming
behavior patterns that
should reflect our spiritual
location.

the Holy Spirit seeks to
produce in wus. True
spirituality is not shown in
the manifestation of liberty,
but in the manifestation of the

serve Christ by obeying His

fruit of the Holy Spirit: “But

teachings thus winning both
God’s honor and man’s approval.

If we are part of God’s kingdom, it will make
a difference in how we live daily in this world
since the impact of our actions on others play
a vital role in our fellowship and evangelism.
Where we live makes demands on how we live.

the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against
such there is no law. And those who are Christ’s
have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk
in the Spirit.” (Galatians 5:22-25) =

The standards
of God’s
kingdom in our
lives are
characterized by
righteousness
(perfect
uprightness in
our daily walk),
peace (perfect
peace with God
and a consistent
attempt to
promote peace
among others),
and joy (through
the Holy Spirit).
The kingdom of
God consists of
spiritual realities
like righteous-
ness in action
and thought,
peace that
seeks harmony
and joy that
comes from the
Holy Spirit.
others
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You are a convert:

From the way of Sin to the path of Holy Spirit!

"I have considered my ways and have turned my steps to your statutes.
| will hasten and not delay to obey your commands"

Just because some may call
themselves 'Christian' and have their
names written on a church membership
list, does that guarantee that they are
Christians?

Notice an important truth in the
Bible: “But you are not in the flesh,
but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of
God awells in you. Now if anyone does
not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not
His” (Romans 8:9).So we must
understand this: Aperson is a Christian
only if God’s Holy Spirit is dwelling in
him or her.

In this brief testimony quoted
above, the psalmist defines the
meaning of scriptural and spiritual
conversion, and that is the theme of
this study. We are not only to think
about conversion, but about spiritual
conversion, Christian conversion,
conversion to Christ Himself. Of
course, we can be converted to
anything - to communism, fascism,
Protestantism, Catholicism, or any
other 'ism’! So it is obviously not
enough to speak about conversion.
What does the Bible mean by
conversion? The answer is given in
these two verses: scriptural conversion
is not to a man, to a religion, to a
church or a creed, but it is conversion
to a Person - or, perhaps we should
say, to the three Persons in the
Godhead. It is our whole life being
turned into a right relationship with God
whom we come to know as our loving
Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ
whom we trust as our personal Saviour
and all this is brought about by the
work of or by submission to the Holy
Spirit. This subject is very important in
the light of our Lord’s own words

(Psalms 119:59,60)

Pastor Joab John
Bangaluru

recorded in Matthew 18:3. Notice
exactly what conversion is and how it
takes place.

The words to underline here are, “I
have considered my ways”. If only
people would stop and think - about
God, about life, about sin, about time
and about eternity! As a matter of fact,
God asks us to do this very thing, and
to face up to our need of His grace
and of His salvation: look up Isaiah
1:18. “Come now, and let us reason
together,” Says the Lord, “Though your
sins are like scarlet, They shall be as
white as snow; Though they are red
like crimson, They shall be as wool".
Until we do this we shall never be
converted, because conversion does
not just happen. It is only when He
brings us to think upon our ways and
we are faced with a deep sense of our
own need that we realize how much
God loves us, how much Christ has
done to procure our salvation and how
much the Holy Spirit is striving to
convert us. Conversion begins with
serious consideration, and one of the
best illustrations we have of this in the

Bible is found in the parable of the
Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-19). See how
the Prodigal "came to his senses”, and
notice that he only did this when he
came to the end of himself and when
he was in dire straits. How often this
is the case! It was then that he realized
how foolish he had been and how much
he needed his father’s love and
provision. Christian conversion begins
with serious consideration.

The words to underline now are, I
have considered my ways and have
turned my steps to your statutes”.
When a man thinks hard and seriously
about God and salvation, his own soul
and his soul’s need, he soon makes a
decision that leads to action. So we
find again in Luke 15:20 that the
Prodigal Son came to the point where
‘he got up and went to his father”. He
turned his back on the old life and set
out towards a new life. Think of the
provision which the father made for him!
Think of the love, peace and joy that
filled his heart! Let the wonder of this
scene fill your heart with gratitude as
you think about the confession, the
robe, the ring, the shoes, the food, the
fellowship and the joy.

The words to underline now are, I
will hasten and not delay to obey
your commands”. Definite action
does not stop short at this point - it
must lead to a life of obedience.
Conversion is just the beginning of a
life of joyful obedience to the Lord, of
finding out His perfect will, and doing
it (Romans 12:2). Let us think about
some other New Testament
illustrations which are evidences of

(.. .. Continued on page 12)
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When it comes to holiness in the
Bible, it is often relayed in the form of
music and worship. We all enjoy
music. Inherently, music is a gift from
God that captures and carries what we
can often not adequately express by
words alone. Music sets forth what is
important to us, what moves us, and
what changes. So what was the first
recorded song in the Bible? The first
recorded song and the last recorded
song in the Bible are about the same
thing. The first is in Exodus 15 and
the last can be found in Revelations
15.

The context for Exodus 15 goes
back to the time of Moses. During
Moses’ time, God delivered more than
1 million Israeli slaves from the grip of
Egypt and parted the Red Sea. After
all the miraculous work had been done,
Moses led the whole nation in a song
celebrating God’s holiness. Exodus
15: 9-13 says, “The enemy boasted,
‘I will pursue, | will overtake them. |
will divide the spoils; | will gorge myself
on them. | will draw my sword and my
hand will destroy them.’ But you blew
with your breath, and the sea covered
them. They sank like lead in the mighty
waters. Who among the gods is like
you, Lord? Who is like you. majestic
in holiness, awesome in glory, working
wonders? “You stretch out your right
hand, and the earth swallows your
enemies. In your unfailing love, you will
lead the people you have redeemed.
In your strength, you will guide them

C )
Michelle Cherian
Houston
(. 4
to your holy dwelling”,

Of these verses, one stands outin
particular. Moses says “Who among
the gods is like you, Lord? Who is like
you. majestic in holiness, awesome in
glory, working wonders?”.\We can draw
these same comparisons in the last
book of the Bible. Revelations 15.
When the 90-year-oldApostle John was
granted by God to look into the future,
he saw a moment when the final
outpouring of the wrath of God was
about to take place. And Apostle John
tells us in Revelations 15:3-4 ‘they sang
the song of God'’s servant Moses, and
the song of the Lamb: Great and awe-
inspiring are Your ways, King of the
Nations. Lord, who will not fear and
glorify Your name? Because you alone
are holy because all the nations will
come and worship before you because
Your righteous acts have been
revealed”,

In between Exodus 15 and
Revelations 15, God’s holiness comes
up over and over again. This is a theme
throughout the Bible. Holiness is used
more often to describe God’s name
than any other adjective.

1. How should we define
holiness?

How should we define holiness and
why does God call us to be holy?
Holiness is defined as being distinct,
separate, or unigue. So when we say
God is holy, we’re not talking about
one characteristic out of many about
God; we’re talking about the character
of God Himself. Holiness, when applied
to God, means that He is utterly
unique, incomparable, matchless, and
without parallel. The first thing to
understand about holiness is that God
calls us to be holy. Holiness is not
something just for pastors or
missionaries or church leaders. God
calls all people to holiness. Apostle
Peter says, “But just as he who called
you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for
it is written: ‘Be holy, because | am
holy” (1 Peter 1:15-16).

God is holy. He is pure. He is
without sin. And he calls each of us to
be like him. You might say, “Well
that’s extremely difficult to do”. Yes, it
is. And yet the Scripture is clear. Just
as God who called you is holy, so he
calls you to be holy in all you do. God
says, “Be holy, because | am holy”,
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2. Holiness is not achieved
through your self-will or
determination.

A lot of people think that holiness
is something that you are supposed
to achieve on your own. They think it
is a matter of self-effort applied against
bad behavior or habits. But holiness
does not simply have to do with our
behavior. It is about our very nature.The
Bible tells me that our nature is soiled
by sin. We do not simply commit sinful
acts. Instead, inherently, we are sinful
people.

3. Holiness comes through
Christ alone.

So then, how do we become holy?
We have already seen how important
holiness is. “Without holiness, no one
will see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14). |
am not holy, and | can’t make myself
holy, so that means that | am in big
trouble! Holiness is a desired state that
is beyond our reach. So how do | get
there? The answer is this: holiness
comes through Christ. It is the only
way. Jesus died to make you holy.
Apostle Paul says, “Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her to
make her holy, cleansing her by the
washing with water through the word,
and to present her to himself as a

radiant church, without stain or wrinkle
or any other blemish, but holy and
blameless” (Ephesians 5:25-27).
Jesus knew that without holiness no
one will see the Lord. And he knew
that we could not make ourselves holy.
And so Jesus did for us what we could
not do for ourselves. He suffered and
died on the cross to make us holy, to
cleanse us from our sins, and to
present us before himself as part of
his radiant church, without any stain
or blemish.

4. Growth in holiness is a life-long
process It is easy to get discouraged
when we feel like we are not making
progress in this area. That is a good
time to remember God’s promise to
us: “Being confident of this, that he
who began a good work in you will carry
it on to completion until the day of
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6). If God
has begun a good work in you through
Christ, you may be confident that he
will bring it to completion. That’s not
to say we should ever get lazy in our
Christian growth. We should make
every effort to be holy. But when we
fail and we fall, and we will, you can
take comfort in God's forgiveness and
in knowing that you are a work in
progress. “He who began a good work
in you will carry it on to completion until
the day of Christ Jesus”. This is where
the spiritual disciplines of reading your
Bible, spending time with God in

prayer, enjoying Christian fellowship,
serving others, and sharing your faith
come in. It is only as we spend time
with God and other believers that we
will grow in our sanctification. It is only
as we ask God to change us that we
will see the changes come. Yes, it
takes effort on our part as well,
Hebrews 12 says, “Make every effort
... to be holy” (Hebrews 12:14). But
you must ultimately take all your efforts
and place them at the disposal of
Christ who alone can make you holy.
Only Christ can change your heart.
And only when Christ has changed
your heart will you find yourself growing
in holiness through the Holy Spirit.

Conclusion:

To close these words, | want to read
a quote from Andrew Murray, a well-
known South-African missionary, “The
greatest test of whether the holiness
we profess to seek is actually truth will
be whether it produces an increasing
humility in us. In man, humility is the
one thing needed to allow God’s
holiness to dwell in him. The holiest
will be the humblest”.

| hope that these words will
encourage you to seek after a life that
exemplifies holiness and humility as
well as gratitude toward Christ for
taking upon Himself oursin and shame
so that we could share in His holiness.

C

“You are a convert:" - - - - (Continuation from page 10)

) [

conversion and indications of loving
obedience to the Lord and to His Word.

1. Zacchaeus: when he was
converted he showed the reality of his
conversion by his obedience to the
Lord in making restitution for his sin
(Luke 19:1-10).

2. Woman of Samaria: after her
conversion she gave her testimony of
how she had renounced her sinful
ways, and this also led her to become
an evangelist (John 4:1-42).

3. Saul of Tarsus: evidence that
he had been truly converted was when
he gave up persecuting the Church and

\became a humble apostle of the Lord

whom he had denied (Acts 22:1-15).

These were initial evidences, things
that happened immediately after these
people or groups of people were
converted. Scriptural conversion can
be described in three words: (1) Stop.
(2) Turn. (3) Obey. Stop in your tracks
and repent of your sin (Isaiah 55:6-7);
turn to the Lord and put your trust in
Him as your personal Saviour (Romans
10:9-13); give yourself wholly to Him
and obey Him every day. "Whatever
He says to you, do it” (John 2:5).

In prayer, ask God to help you
repent and be converted. Ask Him to

\
help you understand and prove for
yourself His truth as revealed in the
Bible. Ask Him to give you courage to
obey even though others around you
may not care about or understand what
God says. If you truly want to be
converted, ask your Creator for help.

“The church is not a theological
classroom. It is a conversion,
confession, repentance, reconciliation,
forgiveness and sanctification center,
where flawed people place their faith
in Christ, gather to know and love him
better, and learn to love others as he
designed.” ()

J
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Billy Graham Internet Ministry

Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association's internet evangelism
ministry known as "Search for Jesus"
was launched in 2012. On its 10th
anniversary in August 2022, the

organizaton says that 100 million people
have visited the ministry's websites and
more than 3 million have indicated a
decision for Christ and received follow-
up! Internet users receive a gospel
presentation and one of 1,400 trained
volunteers answer questions and chat
live with users online. Mark Appleton,
director of internet evangelism, says: "We
are following Billy Graham's legacy of
spreading the Gospel across the globe
using every opportunity we have. The
average person spends nearly seven
hours a day on the internet, so we want
to meet these people where they are.
‘Search for Jesus’ has given us the
chance to spread the Gospel like never
before". The ministry helps new
Christians grow in their faith. It also offers
"digital discipleship courses" created for
new believers. The website also
includes a church locator tool to help
Christians find a local congregation.
We must appreciate the immense
effort that the ministry is taking to utilize
modern technology for the extension of
the Kingdom of God. May the Lord
enable them to continue their work.

Chinese Law says that the
Word 'Christ' causes
'Incitement'!

China has banned “Christ” and other
religious words from social media apps
under a new policy that went into effect
on March 1. The policy also requires
licensing and training to post Christian
and religious content on the internet. A
Chinese congregation member recently
used the messaging app WeChat to post
the names of eight books for members
of a reading group. Among the titles was
‘The Imitation of Christ’ by Thomas a
Kempis. But the WeChat app rejected
the post, saying the word “Christ” was
not allowed. The issue was resolved by
editing out the word ‘Christ’ from the
post!

FJetun

cue

The law can force the word 'Christ'
out of the post. But can it remove Christ
from the believer's heart?

Role of Mothers!

According to a new survey.by the
American Bible Society, a large majority
of Americans say their current religious

faith is the same as their mother’s faith.
This is true of current evangelicals (69
percent), Catholics (86 percent) and
mainline Protestants (76 percent). The
survey report concludes that the poll data
verify the importance of parental
guidance in spiritual development.

Remember what fhe Wise Man
exhorted in Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a
child in the way he should go, and when
he is old he will not depart from it”.

Secular Intolerance
& self-censoring Chrstians!

A report featuring case studies from
France, Germany, Colombia and Mexico
says that Christians who find it difficult
to freely express their beliefs in society
due to secular intolerance are practicing
“various forms of self-censorship”. The
reason for such a situation is the fear of
being subjected to legal proceedings on
charges of discrimination or disciplinary
proceedings in their work places. A
majority of people choose to keep the
expressions of faith or opinions on
issues related to life, marriage and the
family from a Christian doctrinal
perspective private because they had
witnessed sanctions or prosecutions to
which colleagues or peers had been
subjected. The report explains that
Western Christians experience a
‘chilling effect’ resulting from perceived
pressures in their cultural environment.

This self-imposed censorship is a real
problem even in such mature, liberal
democratic societies that stand for
tolerance, diversity, and open discourse.
One wonders why people are frightened
to freely speak their minds. o

September 2022

13

Suvartha



Children’'s

Emily was
in the 8th
grade
instrumen-
tal music
program in
"Let the little children come her school.
to me and do not hinder them" ] h e

enjoyed the
music lessons along with the academic
program in her school. She had learnt to
play piano when she was younger. Now
she was learning to play the violin. The
program in her school helped different
kids learn different instruments based on
their choice. It was an expensive program
for the school. Recently when the school
board met, they proposed to cut the
program due to lack of funds.

The teacher in charge of the
instrumental music program asked the
Principal of the school if she could have
some time to raise funds to keep the
program. The Principal gave her four
montbhs till that year’s Christmas break to
raise funds. The Teacher worked with her
department to come up with fund-raising
ideas. The efforts would wrap up with a
Christmas music program mid-

"Have you invited the special guest?”

December. Emily was very impressed
and involved in the various events being
organized. She also realized that a lot of
funds would be needed to keep the
program going.

Emily shared the problem with her
Sunday School class and asked for their
support in prayer. She began to think of
how the music department’s efforts could
be improved. She had an idea that she
took to her music teacher. She suggested
inviting a famous singer / song-writer as
guest of honor for their Christmas music
program. They could show case the
talented students who are currently in the

e N

program. The guest could see
the talent displayed and
provide support. Tickets can
be sold and having guest of
honor would attract greater
crowd. Emily’s music teacher
went ahead with Emily’s
suggestions.

As days went by, ticket sales
increased rapidly for the Christmas Music
Program just as Emily hoped. She knew it
was an answer to her prayer. Inviting a
guest of honor for a Music program
changed the outlook and outcome of the
program.

Inviting Jesus Christ into your heart to
be your Lord and Savior will change the
outlook and outcome of your life.
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come” (2 Corinthians
5:17). "If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1
John 1:9). "For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life” (John 3:16) Y
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MATRIMONY

WANTED BRIDEGROOM

Christian Pentecostal Parents Settled in Navi Mumbai.
Proposal for their Born Again Daughter Age 27
(2200611994) / 158 cm. Completed her MBA Finance.
Currently She is working in Mumbai in a Finance Company.
Seeking for Alliance From Parents of Eligible
Malayali Pentecostal Boy, Spiritual and Post Graduate,
Preferably Raised Outside Kerala and working in
Abroad or Interested to Migrate in
UK, Canada, Australia, Ireland or any other Western Countries

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT:
Mobile & Whatsapp: +91 9821236319 / Mobile: +31 9969072119
varghese20763@gmail.com
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Saji Mathew

Moncy P. George - 97027 15909
Email : ipcms.sundayschool@gmail.com

BIG\MO6M).

- 98205 60569

HEBRON BIBLE COLLEGE

7/,
by

Pr. P. Joy

ESTABLISHED
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Fully owned and managed

(Principal) 9757088499
PO. Box No. 17082, Tilaknagar PO., Chembur, Mumbai - 400 089.

T

£

Bro. Varghese Kollakompil
(Administrator) 9821332273

IN 1992
P

-

Vision :
Light up the villages of
Maharashtra
through living word.
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Pr. Biju P. Samuel, West Bengal
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Scenes from Pastors and Church Leaders family conference at Kolhapur

Pr. P. Joy dedicating the Kolhapur Pastors and Pr. Shibu Thomas preaching and
Church leaders family conference Pr. Mexan Antony translating

Native missionary leading the Congregation
praise and thanksgiving session

PRAY FOR
- o r IPC MAHARASHTRA STATE

Suburban

Pray

FOR
» 383 Churches
» 383 Pastors
» 370 Outstations
» 152 Prayer Cells
» 42 House churches
® Upcoming Church buildings and parsonages
» Hebron Bible College
» Suvartha Publications
® Tracts & Literature Ministry
» 28 Primary Schools and Balwadies in the Villages
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Scenes from different districts of IPC Maharashtra

Church building under construction at Titwala Mission Team at Ratnagiri
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Pastors of Nandurbar District with caretakers
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