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At this time, we
would like to
appeal to our
young readers to
contribute
biblically sound
doctrinal articles,
particularly in
English, forthe
spiritual edification
of our readers in
the current
circumstances
where false
teachings are in
abundance.

Pastor

P.M. Cherian
President,

IPC Maharashtra
State

GUEST EDITORIAL

C Our 33rd Anniversary - - - ->

"Suvartha
Magazine”, the
official publication of
IPC Maharashtra
State, has completed 33 years of publication.
On this occasion, we offer our praises and
thanksgiving to Almighty God with a grateful
heart.

We recognize the hard work put in by
Bro. Johnson K. Samuel, other members of the
Editorial Board and Printer/Publisher
Bro. Varghese Kollakompil for bringing out the
magazine, keeping excellent standards of
publication for the last 33 years and extend to
them our love and gratitude in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ. May the Lord continue to
bless them and enable them to keep shining
the beacon light of Pentecostal doctrines in the
years to come. At this time, we would like to
appeal to our young readers to contribute
biblically sound doctrinal articles, particularly
in English, for the spiritual edification of our
readers in the current circumstances where
false teachings are in abundance.

| praise God as | mention that the
evangelistic work of IPC Maharashtra State is
progressing well. It is a matter of great joy to
the children of God that our local churches are
growing both spiritually and in numbers. We
hope, the Bible School program which was
disontinued due to some technical reasons, will
start functioning soon. We request your earnest
prayers and help in the matter.

Let us strive earnestly with a renewed
determination to go forward holding on to our
faith in these last days when false teachings
are spreading like wild fire against true Biblical
doctrines. Many false teachers have risen
espounding teachings which are not in tune with
what Jesus taught clearly about the working of
the Holy Spirit. The danger is that our young
generation is drawn into their net. We cannot
lose any time to counter that threat and "to
contend earnestly for the faith which was once
for all delivered to the saints" (Jude 3). Even
leaders who once stood for true doctrines are
turning their face nowadays to endorse false

“Glory to God in the highest,
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” (Luke 2:14)

teachings. How | wish that our people heeded
the admonition of Apostle Paul: "But even if
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel to you than what we have preached to
you, let him be accursed. As we have said
before, so now | say again, if anyone preaches
any other gospel to you than what you have
received, let him be accursed" (Galatians
1:8,9)! Mr. Wolf Ekman, a strong Pentecostal
pastor and author, whom | know personally,
forsook his faith and embraced Catholic faith.
Similarly many leaders are falling away and
hence let us arise and make all efforts for the
extension of the Kingdom of God.

The passage, ", therefore, the prisoner of
the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the
calling with which you were called, with all
lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering,
bearing with one another in love, endeavoring
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace" (Ephesians 4:1-3) describes what our
Lord expects to be our lifestyle. Originally, we
were created like our Creator (Genesis 1:26).
“For whom He foreknew, He also predestined
to be conformed to the image of His Son, that
He might be the firstborn among many
brethren" (Romans 8:29). We need three types
of fullness to lead a successful Christian life
and grow into that image.

1. We should "be filled with all the fullness
of God" (Ephesians 3:19). This is possible
through the grace that we receive from "the
fullness of Christ" (John 1:16). We also read:
"For it pleased the Father that in Him all the
fullness should dwell" (Colossians 1:19).

2. We should "be filled with the knowledge
of His will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding"” (Colossians 1:9) and "grow up
in all things into Him who is the head - Christ"
(Ephesians 4:15-16).

3. We should "be filled with the Spirit"
(Ephesians 5:18).

Hence let us make sure of our calling and
election and live the days of our pilgrimage
fearfully in a way that is pleasing to our Lord.

May God shower His blessings upon us all
abundantly. @
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When Your Steps
Are Ordered of the Lord

"And see, now | go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things
that will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city,
saying that chains and tribulations await me. But none of these things move me"
(Acts 20:22-24)

J

A committed Christian uneasy over the
problems he faced, asked the pastor, ‘what the
future holds for me’. Pastor replied: ‘if you
continue in Christ you will be in heaven’. The
man replied, “that’s encouraging, but I'm
wondering what will happen meanwhile”.
Possibly most of us, even believers in Christ,
might have wondered at one time or other what
the future holds.

In Acts 20:22 we read that Apostle Paul had
an uncertain moment about the voyage he is
about to embark upon to Jerusalem. He says

John V. Samuel
Ph.D.

He bore the agony of the cross and was a living
example of suffering for Christ. The last

sentence He uttered on the cross was: “Father
into your hands | commit My Spirit” (Luke

23:36). There is no better place, no greater
reward, no safer venue, than to be in the Father's
hands. Once we commit our life into His hands,
there can be rest assured.

Was Paul looking for a sign (Acts 20:22) to
somehow back off from going to Jerusalem?
No, definitely not. Many a times we look for
signs, like what prophecy someone is making

“Not knowing the things that
/

over me? There is an old

shall befall me there ...” Even

apostle Paul had this feeling.
Apostle Paul was a veteran in
preaching the gospel and
bringing people to the saving
knowledge of Jesus Christ. But
here fora moment he is gripped
with that uncertainty like any
other human being. He might be
thinking: will they receive the
gospel through my preaching,
will there be spiritual revival, will
they turn away from gospel and
arrest me, will | be sentenced
to death, etc. For Paul, even if

Moses did not stand
before the Pharaoh of
Egypt on behalf of the

children of Israel
thinking he would
perform well for the
Lord; rather he
confronted Pharaoh
because he trusted

God to give him the
ability to accomplish
what he’d been called

to do.

saying ‘if you live by the
praises of people, you will die
by their criticism’. We read
Abraham (Genesis 12) was
asked to leave his native land
to an unknown destination.
His family and neighbors
might have discouraged him.
But Abraham obeyed as it was
God's directive. If God is going
to use you for something, He
will reveal the matter to you
and enable you; just wait on
Him. Moses did not stand
before the Pharaoh of Egypt

he had known earlier what is

on behalf of the children of

going to happen to him, he would
not have changed his course, because God
ordered his paths.

In the gospels we read Jesus telling His
disciples that He should go to Jerusalem, and
there He will suffer from the hands of the religious
leaders and die (Matthew 16:21, 20:18, Mark
10: 32-33, Luke 9:31, 9:51). Peter even tried to
stop him (Matthew 16:22-23), but Jesus knew
why He should go to Jerusalem. It was ordained
of God the Father before the foundation of the
universe. Jesus was crucified during this trip.

Israel thinking he would
perform well for the Lord; rather he confronted
Pharaoh because he trusted God to give him

*Houston, USA

. J

We read
Abraham
(Genesis 12) was
asked to leave his
native land to an
unknown
destination. His
family and
neighbors might
have discouraged
him. But Abraham
obeyed as it was
God’s directive. If
God is going to
use you for
something, He
will reveal the
matter to you and
enable you; just

the ability to accomplish what he’d been called
to do (Genesis 5). Men may misjudge you, or
blame you; but remember Christ is our ultimate
Judge.

In verse 24 Paul states, “none of these things
move me”. He did not say “none of these things
hurt me”. It is one thing to be hurt, and quite
another thing to be moved. He was determined
not to move from what he believed was right.

* Formerly: Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, USA

wait on Him.
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Many a times
Christians think
that being a
Christian means
free from
suffering. What
about Daniel?
What about
Joseph? Let us
face these
circumstances
with a purpose.
He is shaping us
to be the person
He wants us to
be. God’s plan for
redemption didn’t
include rescuing
His followers
from immediate
trouble of their
circumstances.

He did not value things as we humans are prone
to do. He never looked for the easy way, and
placed no value on his mortal life. He remained
resolute in his decision to go to Jerusalem. He
only cared about one thing, and that was his
loyalty to Christ — to gain Christ’s smile.

Is uncertainty part of Christian life? Yes, of
course. It depends on how you face it. God does
not want us to know everything about the future.
He takes care of it. He holds our future. As an
old saying sums it up, “we don’t know what the
future holds, but we know who holds the future”.
In John 14, Jesus says, ‘Let your hearts not be
troubled, trust in God, and also trustinme ...’
What He is saying is that ‘| know what | am
doing? | know the end before the beginning. My

of their circumstances. Note that the test of
faith would be great, but necessary, as they
would become representatives throughout the
world. If we are able to perceive our
circumstances from God'’s perspective we may
well see that the worst possible thing that we
thought would have happened to us, was the
Lord’s doing, and it will suddenly appear
providential.

Paul is taking a dangerous life-threatening
trip. But God directed him to. He knows God is
in control. As Paul writes: “all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to his purpose”
(Romans 8:28). Abeliever may face uncertainty
in everyday life: daily pressures of life,

thoughts about you are good /7,

™\ decisions, sickness, education,

thoughts, to give you an
expected end.’ Any time we find
ourselves being tested we know
our sovereign God is overseeing
our transformation.

Paul sensed the future
opposition, hardships,
loneliness, pain awaiting him in
Jerusalem. He sensed it ahead
of time. When our life is in tune
with the Lord, the Holy Spirit
works in us as an advanced
organizer to prepare us for any
situation. As one Christian who
was mistreated in a Nazi

Is uncertainty part of
Christian life? Yes, of
course. God does not

want us to know
everything about the
future. He takes care
of it. He holds our
future. As an old
saying sums it up,

“we don’t know what

the future holds, but

we know who holds
the future”.

job, health, etc. Only a

committed soul believes that
God engineers circumstances.
Just like any other person, a
believer will also face heartache
and difficulties in life (sickness,
death, divorce, loneliness,
unemployment). God wants us
to know that He is in control. If
we learn to worship God in trying
circumstances, He will alter
them in two seconds when He
chooses. We read: “Thou wilt
keep him in perfect peace,

whose mind is stayed on thee,

concentration camp pointed out, A
“it is a dreadful thing to face suffering for Christ
unprepared”. God can deliver us from suffering.
But it may not be His decision/will to do so. If
He does not choose to deliver us from the
current suffering, we should be ready, like
Shadrach. Mesach, and Abidnago: “even if he
does not deliver us, still we will not bow down”.
What they were saying is ‘we are not going to
move from our decision even if God choose not
to deliver us from this situation’. These young
men are at peace in this difficult situation,
because they committed their life into God’s
hands. To be faithful in every circumstance
means that we have only one loyalty, and that
is to our Lord. Many a times Christians think
that being a Christian means free from suffering.
What about Daniel? What about Joseph? Let
us face these circumstances with a purpose.
He is shaping us to be the person He wants us
to be. God’s plan for redemption didn’t include
rescuing His followers from immediate trouble

J because he trusteth in thee”
(Isaiah 26:3). Paul writes, “l know whom | have
believed, and am persuaded that he is able to
keep that which | have committed unto him
against that day” (2 Timothy 1:12). Paul is
confident that he is in God’s plan. Paul’s focus
was eternal, not temporary difficulties or
setbacks. Storms will definitely come when are
trying to obey God’s directive. God wants us to
know that we are His chosen people, and
through trials and tribulations He is giving us
an opportunity to mature; our transformation into
Christ’s likeness. God knows everything that
is going to happen. Some times we fail to
comprehend why God has placed us in that
special circumstance; and if we fail to see what
God is after, that particular circumstance will
not be repeated. Our adversary works first to
distract, and then to destroy. When we are
growing spiritually and accomplishing the work
of God’s Kingdom, the enemy will go to extreme
measures to get our eyes off Jesus. Some minor
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irritation will suddenly become a troublesome
boil. A thousand ‘urgencies’ will rush in on the
four winds. A long settled conflict will suddenly
find new life. If we are not on guard we will delay
obedience, depart from God’s pathway, involve
ourselves in lesser things while great things are
abandoned. Stay focused on Christ’s great
cause, lest your labors be wasted and victory
lost.

We read, ‘For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways, my ways, says
the Lord’ (Isaiah 55:8). Also, “For | know the
thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord,
the thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give

can mold you to become a vessel of honor for
Him. He wants to bless you, because of the
way you handle the difficult situations. He is in
control. You can be rest assured, once you
totally commit your circumstances/situation,
and life itself to Him, that He will take care of
things for you. In the midst of troubles,

difficulties, and storms, God is telling, “Lo, /
am with you always, even till the end of the
world”. When you find yourself in the midst of
life’s storm, when you feel like all hope of being
saved is lost (Ref. Acts 27:26), continue to hold
on. There is no situation beyond God'’s control,
and He has not abandoned you. He will either

you an expected end” (Jeremiah Ve

N\ calm the storm or calm you

29:11). Nothing takes Him by
surprise. He is a God of the past,
present, and future. He is not
restricted by time. When you go
through heartaches remember
that you are not alone, God is
ever present to sustain you. The
experiences you go through, or
become victorious over, are the
qualifications God is going to use
when you are directed to minister
to another person who goes
through the same situation you
went through. The experience we

Fretting springs
from a determination
to get our own way.
Resting in the Lord
doesn’t depend on
the external
circumstances at all,
but your relationship
to God Himself. Are
we able to pray, “..
not My will, but
Yours, be done’?

throughiit.

Our fret and worry is caused
by calculating without God. Put
all ‘supposing’ on one side and
dwell in the shadow of Almighty.
Cast away that idea of yours that
your circumstances are too much
for God. Fretting springs from a
determination to get our own way.
Resting in the Lord doesn’t
depend on the external
circumstances at all, but your
relationship to God Himself. Are
we able to pray, “... not My will,

gained counts when you are

but Yours, be done’? (Luke 22:42).

directed to minister to another
person who goes through the same difficulties
or challenges you went through.

God is working in your life through every
situation. He is working in you, and around you
to bring glory to His name. Jesus made it clear
that we’ll all face adversity as believers. But we
can do victoriously when we remember His
words to us: “Take courage; | have overcome
the world” (John 16:33). In a difficult family life,
in a difficult work environment, or whatever
situation it is, He placed you there so that He

This is how we rest in the Lord.
Things in our lives may seem to be going all
wrong, but God knows our circumstances better
than we do. If we have completely entrusted
something to God, we must keep our hands off
of it for Him to work it out in His own way and in
His own time. Let pray for God’s help to place
the entanglements and perplexities of our life
into God’s hands and leave them there. When
we are facing uncertain situations in life, let us
‘trust in God and not be afraid’ (Isaiah 12:6)
because He who has promised is faithful. &

The experiences
you go through, or
become
victorious over,
are the
qualifications God
is going to use
when you are
directed to
minister to
another person
who goes through
the same
situation you went
through. The
experience we
gained counts
when you are
directed to
minister to
another person
who goes through
the same
difficulties or
challenges you
went through.

/

Quotes from the writings of Rev. A.W. Tozer

"God never hurries. There are no deadlines against which He must work. Only to
know this is to quiet our spirits and relax our nerves”
“The reason why many are still troubled, still seeking, still making little forward
progress is because they haven't yet come to the end of themselves. We're still
trying to give orders, and interfering with God's work within us”
“Any faith that must be supported by the evidence of the senses is not real faith”

/
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New Series

Devotional: FIVE

.

GOD’s ULTIMATE JUSTICE will
PREVAIL in ETERNAL FUTURE!

"And the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces
and worshiped God, saying: “We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, the One who
is and who was and who is to come, because You have taken Your great power and
reigned. The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, and the time of the dead,
that they should be judged, and that You should reward Your servants the prophets
and the saints, and those who fear Your name, small and great, and should destroy
those who destroy the earth” (Revelation 11:16-18)

J

Here in the vision of Apostle John, God
triumphs over evil as He holds the ultimate power
(v. 17). The second cycle of God’s judgments
(8:2—11:19) closes with a focus on the last
judgment (v. 18) and the triumph of God’s kingly
rule (vv. 15, 17) as He shall reign forever and
ever (v. 15).The blowing of the seventh trumpet
reveals that the Great Tribulation is over and
the ultimate reign of Christ has begun. Falling
on their faces before God, the twenty-four elders
express thanks to Him because He has
assumed His great power and inaugurated His
reign.

The famous Bible preacher Charles H.
Spurgeon has once remarked the following: “No
doctrine in the whole Word of God has more
excited the hatred of mankind than the truth of
the absolute sovereignty of God. The fact that
‘the Lord reigns’ is indisputable, and it is this
fact that arouses the utmost opposition in the
unrenewed human heart.” Let us understand

that God will ultimately reign over all the earth
and His ultimate justice will prevail in the eternal
future!

In the above passage, God is worshiped by
the twenty-four elders because what He
promised has now been accomplished. They
praise God’s power and wrath and the
corresponding distribution of reward and
judgment. God has finally consummated events
on earth and now reigns in omnipotence.
Significantly, God has already fulfilledfive
important parts of His ultimate justice in His
millennial kingdom:

( 1. Subjugation of the Gentile nations:)

The Gentile nations had exhibited defiance
and arrogance against God many times in the
past, but now God has subjugated the Gentile
nations with Armageddon as an epitome
(16:13-16; 19:19; Psalms 2:1, 2).
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FOR THE LORD IS RIGHTEOUS,
HE LOVES JUSTICE; UPRICH

VBN WL SEE FIEsS EACE

2. Vengeance inflicted on
God’s enemies:

5. Destruction of the destroyers
of the earth:

God will no longer manifest His patience
against unrighteousness and the wicked people
who oppose His purposes. The hour of God’s
vengeance against His enemies has finally
arrived (Psalms 2:5; 2 Thesselonians 1:7, 8).

( 3. Judgment of the dead: )

The dead of all ages will be judged at the
Great White Throne in the distant future
(20:11-15).

( 4. Rewarding of the godly: )

This will occur for the church at the Rapture;
for other saints it will take place at the
resurrection of the righteous in the first
resurrection where Old Testament and
Tribulation saints who have died will be raised
and rewarded (Isaiah 26:19, 20; Daniel 12:2;
Matthew 25; Revelation 20).

Those who have tried to destroy the earth
and those who carry out their diabolical purposes
in the Tribulation Period will themselves be
destroyed by God eventually (19:20, 21).

Thus, God’s ultimate justice will prevail in
eternal future! God will be angry with unbelieving
nations (see Matthew 25:46), judge those who
do not have spiritual life, and destroy the
destroyers. On the other hand, God will reward
His own, prophets and people, small and great
one day. Let us be mindful of this fact as we
live every moment every day as we will surely
be facing God’s judgment one day in the future.

“Therefore, we make it our aim, whether
present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him.
For we must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ, that each one may receive the
things done in the body, according to what he
has done, whether good or bad” (2 Corinthians

5:9-10)
[ |

God is
worshiped by
the twenty-four
elders because
what He
promised has
now been
accomplished.
They praise
God'’s power
and wrath and
the
corresponding
distribution of
reward and
judgment. God
has finally
consummated
events on earth
and now reigns
in omnipotence.

"And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to everlasting life, Some to shame and
everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, And those who turn
many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever" (Daniel 12:2-3)
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Beginning
a New Series of
Bible Study

Rev. K.M. Varghese/

\

Y

"He who does the Word
and he who does not'’

“Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word
planted in you, which can save you. Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.

.

Do what it says” (James 1:21-22)

J

James begins this passage in the
same narrative style that Peter begins
the second chapter of his first epistle
(1 Peter 2:1-83). Both of their
presentations are like the first psalm.
After James gives general rules for
Christians to follow in matters of
hearing, speaking, and anger, he
outlines what the Christian approach
to God’s Word should be.

Respond positively to
the Word

Generally, the Scriptures teach that
if we want to approach the Word of God
positively, we must approach sin
negatively. This principle is evidentin
Psalm 1:1-2. The evilness of sin must
be rejected before the goodness of
God’s Word can be accepted.
Accepting God’s Word in the heart is
like sowing seeds in the field. Before
sowing the seed, we should prepare
ourselves for the reception of God’s
Word by ridding ourselves of all filth
and excess of wickedness, just as we
remove stones and weeds from the

ground and prepare it to receive the
seed.

Sin and God’s Word have no place
together. Either sin will dwell,or the
Word will abide. In the psalms we find
that “l have gathered your word in my
heart so that | may not sin against you"
(119:11, 119:10, 104, 128). That is what
John Bunyan said, either sin separates
you from the Word or the Word will
separate you from sin.

The term “therefore” brings these
verses together. In verse 18, James is
talking about the Word of truth that
made us born again. James first
connects v. 21 with the Word of truth
inv. 18 and then with the hearing in v.
19. Because Christians are born again,
life must be holy; if the life was holy,
there would be hunger for the Word of
God. If you listen to it carefully, you
can follow it without forgetting.

must be partly put away, but
completely put away. The word used
for “filth” in its original language is
ruparia, which is found only here in the
New Testament. It means ear wax that
should be removed as it would affect
hearing. In the same manner, a
believer must remove filth from his life
to have a sanctified listening ear. The
expression “excess of wickedness”
shows that there is no dearth of sin.
The word kakiais used here to denote
immorality and excess of wickedness.
Garbage or waste should be removed
from the housefor cleanliness, likewise
wickedness must be intentionally
purged out. Sin is cancer in the body.
Do not hesitate to cut it off. A mother
nurses her baby only after cleaning her
up. Similarly, before drinking the milk,
which is the Word of God, a cleansing
process is required.

Leaving all filth and excess of
wickedness

A powerful Word
to save your souls

The word “all” does not mean that
the filth and the excess of wickedness

The Word of God has the power to
regenerate and it saves souls. He who
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is born again is saved from the
condemnation of sin (Ephesians 2:8).
But he is not free from the power of
sin, the pressure of sin and the
presence of sin. Liberation from the
presence of sin is not possible when it
is in the body. But while in the body
one can be freed from the power of sin
and pressure of sin in the present. That
salvation is what James means by the
phrase “salvation of souls”. The same
word that was the agent of regeneration
is the same agent of eternal salvation.
Through obedience to the Word comes
deliverance from the power and
pressure of sin. As the Word of truth
works actively in us and does the work
of regeneration, the powerful Word
works actively and saves our souls.

[ The planted Word ]

The Word of God is planted in the
heart of the born-again, just as a
sprouted seed is planted in a prepared
field. That is what the root word
emphutos means. Although it is not
specifically mentioned when it is
planted, it can be thought that the Word
was planted within at the time of rebirth.
Rebirth takes place by planting the
seed in the Christian believer (Matthew
13:8,23; 1 John 3:9).

Humbly accept
the Word

Being born again does not mean

he/she is delivered from sin’s pressure
and sin’s power. If it were so, James
would not have again asked to receive
the Word of God. When he says to
receive it, he emphasizes what to
receive and how to receive it. The Word
must be received with humility.
Prautes is the Greek word used for
meekness. It has a broad meaningin
the original language. Pravutes is not
only the external and internal
behavioral virtue that man displays
towards human beings but also the
external and internal behavioral virtue
that man displays towards God. It is
the attitude of accepting divine
dealings without controversy or
competition with God. The term
pravutes means complete control
achieved over all nature that interferes
with hearing, learning and keeping the
truth of God’s Word. According to
Aristotle, meekness is the middle
ground between both ends of anger.
While one can go to both extremes,
Christians should instead adopt a
middle position of meekness in their
dealings with God and men. Meekness
is the most attractive aspect of a
Christian’s life.The Greeks used this
term to describe a horse with a broken
leg. It means controlled power.
Meekness is depicted by the strong
expression of a calm father before a
child and the calm expression of a
skilled teacher before a student.
Judaism prided itself in their race and

status. In acquiring rabbinic theology,
Roman imperialism boasted in power.
The Greek culture prided itself on
wisdom. They all thought that
meekness was weakness. A meek
person is not easily provoked or hurt.
Meekness is strength, not weakness.
Meekness is the virtue that gives birth
to strength of character. Even if James’
words are a bit reprimanding, the Word
is to be received with care and
meekness.

[ Only hearing the Word and not)

doing it is deceiving themselves

Jewish Christians could have been
deceived in relation to temptation.
Therefore, James warned them not to
be deceived in 1:16. James sees a
situation in which they could be
deceived by only hearing the Word of
God and not doing it. John also speaks
of those who deceive themselves
(1 John 1:8). Those who do not keep
the Word of God but only hear it are
deceiving themselves. No one else can
be blamed for that. James talks of
those who hear and do not keep the
Word, and of those who hear and do
keep the Word. More is said about
those who do not keep the Word
(1:22-24, three verses) and less about
those who do (1:25, one verse). Jesus
calls those who do not keep God’s
Word foolish and compares them to a
house without a firm foundation
(Matthew 7:26, 27). o

~

~

Quotable Quotes on the 'Word of God'

_

“The Word of God is a lamp by night, a light by day, and a delight at all times" - Charles Spurgeon
"The Word of God is like a lion. You don't have to defend a lion. All you have to do is let the lion loose,
and the lion will defend itself" - Charles Spurgeon
"There are four principles we need to maintain: First, read the Word of God. Second, consume the
Word of God until it consumes you. Third believe the Word of God. Fourth, act on the Word" -

Smith Wigglesworth

“The Bible is the Word of God in such a way that when the Bible speaks, God speaks" - B. B. Warfield
“The more reverence we have for the Word of God, the more joy we shall find in it" - Matthew Henry
“If your mind is filled with the Word of God, then it can't be filled with impure thoughts" -

David Jeremiah

“The only place we can find a clear, unmistakable message is in the Word of God,
which we call the Bible" - Billy Graham

J
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Jesus Christ:
His Advent is Unique!

J

Jesus Christ is unique in His
promise that He will come back after
His resurrection (John 14:3). His
angels confirmed that He will come
back as He ascended to heaven (Acts
1:11). No other person has given such
a promise. His followers face all kinds
of persecutions and even death
because of their faith in the unique
promise of their Lord that He will come
back. Eschatology is anticipation of
future, which deals with God’s final and
definite acts towards His creation, the
last days, the promise of future and
the expectation and hope occasioned
by the promise of our Lord

The greatest Promise of our Lord
Jesus Christ and greatest Hope of His
followers is His second advent. His
second coming has two phases. The
first phase is 'Rapture' as He explained
(Matthew 24:40-45). His appearance
in the mid air (Rapture, Parousia) is
for His people before Tribulation
(1 Thessalonians 4:16-18). Second
phase is His appearance in public in
glory (Matthew 24:30-31, Revelation
1:7, Jude 15) after Tribulation. Our Lord
has clearly and specifically explained
His advent in Matthew 24 and Luke
21. HE HAS CLEARLY SAID

4 )

Pastor John Mathew
Bangalore

. J

From first century onwards Christians
knew their Lord’s return is certain and
imminent. Early Christians encouraged
each other when they face
persecutions and even martyrdom with
the hope of Lord’s return. Holy Spirit
encourages us with the message of
Lord’s advent (2 Corinthians 5:5,
Hebrews 10:37). Jesus Christ sent
Comforter - Holy Spirit- for us (John
16:13) to declare to us the future
events especially His second coming.
This proclamation of the Comforter will
not in any way remove the limitations
of human experience or replace all

prepared to receive our Lord any time
Eschatology - anticipation of future -
is not directed to future events but at
Lord Jesus Christ (Hebrews 9:28)
Himself that is Parousia.

Our hope is not centred on getting
mansions in heaven or walking through
the path strewn with gold and jewels
but of seeing our Lord and be with
Trinity forever (Hebrews 12:23,24). We
know future events from the Word of
God without going through allegorical
studies of Old Testament and symbolic
studies of the Revelation. Jesus Christ
clearly explained His second coming
in Matthew 24 and Luke 21. No
Christian can escape saying that he
does not understand Revelation.

The message and truth of the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the
foundation and source of all Christians
and not history of Israel. Eschatology
is not knowledge of the future but the
acknowledgement of God who is
coming.

What are the signs of
His coming?

Our Lord has informed us the signs
of His coming with warning,

THAT HISADVENT INMID [~

N “watch and pray for ye knew

AIR IS FOR THE PEOPLE
WHO ARE WAITING FOR
HIS COMING (Matthew
24:44). The appearance of
Jesus Christ is our greatest

More than 300 times His second coming is
discussed in the New Testament. First century
believers used to greet each other when they

met saying, “Marantha, our Lord is coming".

not when the time is" (Mark
13:36, Luke 21:36).

1. Iniquity shall abound,
love of many shall wax cold.
All sorts of iniquities like

hope. \_

murder, theft, suicide, rape,
/ kidnap and use of liquors

More than 300 times His
second coming is discussed in the
New Testament. First century believers
used to greet each other when they
met saying, “Marantha, our Lord is
coming". Before Communist reign in
Russia Christians used to say to each
other “Maranatha” on Resurrection day.

human knowledge with an exhaustive
revelation (John 3:2, Mark 13:32). The
promise of the future in the Word of
God is not the religious counterpart of
the secular future telling.
Responsibilities of the prophets and
preachers are to make Christians

and drugs will increase.

2. Spirit of Anichrist will prevail and
all kinds of criminal activities will be at
the zenith.

3. False prophets, false christs and
false preachers will rise and shall show
signs and wonders and seduce even
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the elect (Mark 13:22) and shall
deceive many (Matthew 24:11). Many
will follow the fraud people (Matthew
7:15).

4. There will be wars and rumours
of wars (Matthew 24:6).

5. Earth quakes, famines,
pestilences and fearful sights will occur
(Luke 21:12).

6. Followers of Christ will be
delivered to be afflicted and killed . All
nations shall hate true believers of
Christ (Matthew 24:9, Luke 21:12). Full
reality of sufferings is part and parcel
of eschatological perspective (Romans
8:17). But His followers will experience
suffering for Christ as joy (Colossians
1:24).

after human beings (Genesis 4:17),

(b) Cattles have importance in the
society (Genesis 4:20),

(c) More importance for harps and
organs than true worship (Genesis
4:21),

(d) People were interested in
making weapons (Genesis 4:22) and

(e) Men were after flesh (Genesis
6:2).

11. It will be days of the Lot (Luke
17:28). They eat, they drink, they buy,
they sell, they plan and they build as
the old days of Sodom. Homosexuality
is the mark of Sodom.

12. Israel becomes a burdensome
stone for all (Zechariah 12:3).

(1 Thessalonians 3:3).
4 Standing firm
(1 Thessalonians 3:8).
5. Being pure and holy
(1 Thessalonians 3:13).
6, Growing in love for God and
others (1 Thessalonians 4:10).
Remember the reality of suffering
is part of Eschatological perspective
(Romans 8:17) and applicable for His
people, too (Colossians 1:24).

in Christ

[ The manner of His coming ]

He comes like a thief (Matthew
24:43). Thief comes in an unexpected
time to take only valuable materials

and materials that are left

7. Hearts of the people will

behind will be more than

be overcharged with
drunkenness (Luke 21:34).
People’s god becomes their
belly (Philippians 3:19). Even
believers will be more
interested in parties than

He comes like a thief. Thief comes in an
unexpected time to take only valuable materials
and materials that are left behind will be more
than what he takes. Our Lord will come in an
unexpected time and the people who are taken

will be less than remaining ones!

what he takes. Our Lord will
come in an unexpected
time and the people who are
taken will be less than
remaining ones! We must
be sure that when Christ

worship. Epicurean \

/ comes we will be taken.

philosophy will come back
among Christians.

8. Moral standard of people will go
down and even leaders become egoists
and go after money and position (Jude
16). They forget the humility of their
Master who washed feet of His
disciples and took the form of servant
(Philippians 2:7).

9. Rich people will increase and
even Christians go after prosperity
forgetting the command of their Master
(Matthew 6:33) and heap treasures
(James 5:3).

10. Like the days of Noah (Matthew
24:37-38) people will be interested only
in eating and drinking and parties,
Epicurean philosophy will be guide for
people even for Christians.

In the days of Noah we see:

(a) Cities and roads were named

13. Other gospels prevails in
Crusades and churches (Galatians
1:6,7).

14. People will be weighed with
dissipation, drunkenness and anxieties
of life.

Let us tarry for His coming
(Rapture) which is imminent since the
spirit of Antichrist is prevailing (1 John
1:18).

What are the signs of the people
waiting for His advent?

1, Worshiping
(1 Thessalonians 1:9).

2. Walking in the foot steps of Lord
Jesus Christ (1 Thessalonians 2:11).

3. Suffering for the Lord and facing
persecution for His name

living God

| remember a story:
there was heavy rain and thunder
storm during one night. A widow
believer was staying alone in a small
house. Light was gone and she feared
Christ had come and she was left out.
She thought of asking her Pastor
whether Jesus had come or not. She
took a lamp and walked in the pitch
dark when the rain stopped and
reached Pastor's home and knocked
the door. Pastor came out with a lamp
in his hand.She asked him whether
Jesus Christ had come or not. He
responded “No, He did not come”. She
enquired, “how did you know”? He
asserted, "He did not come because |
am here. If He had come, | would have
gone with Him”. We must be sure like
the Pastor that we will surely be taken
up when our Lord comes. Py

"For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. Not only
that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly
waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is
seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see,
we eagerly wait for it with perseverance" (Romans 8:22-25)
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Biblical Principles of True Friendship

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. Greater love has no one than this:
someone lays down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what | command you.
No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing,
but | have called you friends, for all that | have heard from my Father | have made known to you”

(John 15:12-15).

The concept of friendship as a
personal relationship that makes no
claims is explored from various
examples and references from the
Bible. In the biblical sense, friendship
involves loyalty, love, and a willingness
to sacrifice without expecting anything
in return.

Biblical Principles of
True Friendship:
Loyalty, Love, and Sacrifice

Here are key biblical verses that
encapsulate these principles:

1. Loyalty: “A friend loves at all
times, and a brother is born for
adversity” (Proverbs 17:17). This verse
highlights the steadfast nature of
friendship that endures through good
times and also challenges, underlining
the loyalty that friends should have for
one another.

2. Love: “Greater love has no one
than this, that someone lay down his
life for his friends” (John 15:13). This
verse demonstrates the ultimate
expression of love by stating that no
one has greater love than this: to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends. It
speaks of the depth of commitment
and selflessness expected in true
friendship.

3. Sacrifice: “But love your
enemies, and do good, and lend,
expecting nothing in return, and your
reward will be great, and you will be
sons of the Most High, for he is kind
to the ungrateful and the evil” (Luke
6:35). Here, the focus is on giving and
loving without anticipating to receive
anything in return, illustrating the
sacrificial nature of genuine friendship.

f Veersingh Patel \
K Banswara, Rajasthan J

These verses collectively teach that
biblical friendship is not merely a
transactional relationship, but a deep
bond characterized by unwavering
loyalty, unconditional love, and selfless
sacrifice. Transactional relationships
are built on the expectation of
reciprocation. Both individuals are
concerned with how they will benefit.
Individuals are self-serving, ensuring
they get as much as possible from the
relationship for a set amount of work
in return. Biblical friendship has a deep
bond characterized by unwavering
loyalty, unconditional love, and selfless
sacrifice. These qualities form the
foundation of meaningful personal
relationships and serve as an
exemplary model for all forms of human
interaction.

The concept of friendship as a
combination of liking with respect,
transcending mere affection or desire,
is deeply rooted in biblical teachings.
This friendship emphasizes
acceptance and mutual respect,
viewing each other as equals. The Bible
offers numerous insights and examples

that illustrate these dimensions of
friendship.

C Foundations of Friendship )

1. Equality and Mutual Respect:
“He who loves purity of heart, and
whose speech is gracious, will have
the king as his friend” ( Proverbs
22:11). This verse emphasizes the
importance of inner qualities and
gracious communication in forming
friendships that are not based on social
hierarchies but on mutual respect and
shared values.

2. Liking and Enjoyment of
Presence: “Oil and perfume make the
heart glad, and the sweetness of a
friend comes from his earnest
counsel” (Proverbs 27:9). Here, the joy
of friendship is likened to the pleasure
of sweet fragrances, emphasizing that
genuine friendship brings joy and
comfort, much like feeling “at home”
with someone.

Model of Biblical Friendship:
Jesus and His Disciples

Jesus says, “This is my
commandment, that you love one
another as | have loved you. Greater
love has no one than this: someone
lays down his life for his friends. You
are my friends if you do what |
command you. No longer do | call you
servants, for the servant does not know
what his master is doing, but | have
called you friends, for all that | have
heard from my Father | have made
known to you” (John 15:12-15). In
calling His disciples friends, Jesus
sets a precedent as relationships are
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built on mutual respect and love rather
than hierarchy or obligation. He shares
everything with them, highlighting the
importance of transparency and trust
in friendship. Jesus elevates His
relationship with His disciples from
'Master/servants' to friends,
emphasizing a relationship based on
mutual love, respect, and openness.
He shares everything with them,
treating them as equals by sharing
divine knowledge. Friendship of Jesus,
as the model, shows us that the
strongest bonds are formed through
honesty, shared experiences, and the
willingness to sacrifice for each other
without expecting anything in return.

The Enduring Nature of
True Friendship:

True friendship transcends mere
temporary feelings of liking, embedding
itself deeply in the bonds of faithfulness
and reliability. The Bible, rich with
narratives of companionship, loyalty,
and love, provides profound insights
into the essence of friendship. It
teaches us that true friendship is not
contingent on circumstances,
achievements, or avoiding wrongdoing.
Instead, it is based on the unwavering
commitment to be present and
supportive of one another, regardless
of the situation.

1. Faithfulness and Reliability: “A
man of many companions may come
to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks
closer than a brother” (Proverbs
18:24). This verse emphasizes the
difference  between casual
acquaintances and true friends, who
are characterized by their faithfulness
and reliability. It teaches that the value
offriendship lies not in how many

relationships one has, but in the quality
of loyalty and dependability within
those relationships.

2. Unconditional Support: “Two are
better than one, because they have a
good return for their labour: If either
falls, one can help the other up. But
pity anyone who falls and has no one
to help them up” (Ecclesiastes 4:9-
10). These verses teach the importance
of mutual support in friendship. True
friends are there to lift each other
during difficult times, showcasing the
essence of companionship that
transcends conditional factors.

3. Commitment Beyond
Circumstances: “A friend loves at all
times, and a brother is born for
adversity” (Proverbs 17:17). This
proverb reinforces that genuine
friendship is constant and does not
waver based on circumstances. It
teaches that true friends are
committed to each other’s welfare in
prosperity and adversity.

4. Love and Sacrifice: “Greater love
has no one than this: to lay down one’s
life for one’s friends” (John 15:130).
Here, the ultimate expression of love
and sacrifice in friendship is illustrated.
Jesus’ words teach that the highest
form of love in friendship involves
selflessness and the willingness to
sacrifice for the well-being of a friend.

C )

In conclusion, the biblical
perspective on friendship offers a
profound and timeless blueprint for
cultivating relationships that transcend
the superficiality often found in today’s
transactional interactions. Grounded in
principles of loyalty, love, and sacrifice,
true biblical friendship embodies an

Conclusion

unwavering bond that persists through
every season of life. Scriptures such
as Proverbs 17:17, John 15:13, and
Luke 6:35 illuminate the path to forging
deep connections characterized by an
unconditional commitment to one
another, a willingness to selflessly give
without expecting anything in return,
and a foundation built on mutual

respect and understanding. Through
the example of Jesus and His disciples,
we are taught that friendship extends
beyond mere companionship to include
mutual respect, transparency, and
shared experiences. This relationship
model demonstrates that at the heart
of true friendship lies the ability to see
and treat each other as equals, sharing
life’s burdens and joys with honesty
and openness. The teachings of

Proverbs 18:24 and Ecclesiastes 4:9-
10 further emphasize the value of
faithfulness, reliability, and
unconditional support, highlighting that
the true measure of friendship is not
found in the number of acquaintances
one has but in the quality of a few deep,
meaningful relationships. These
friendships serve as a source of

strength, comfort, and joy, mirroring
God'’s love and fidelity to each of us.
Ultimately, the biblical foundations of
friendship challenge us to cultivate
relationships that reflect God'’s love,
characterized by deep affection,

enduring loyalty, and a commitment to
uplifting one another in all

circumstances. As we navigate the
complexities of human interaction, let
us strive to embody these timeless
principles, building friendships that
enrich our lives and honour the

sacredness of the bond shared among

true friends.
o

“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity” (Proverbs 17:17)

“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).
“Oil and perfume make the heart glad, and the sweetness of a friend comes from

his earnest counsel” (Proverbs 27:9)

“A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother”

(Proverbs 18:24).
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Youth Forum

Winning the Battle over Evil Thoughts

"Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever
things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if
there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things" (Philippians 4:8)

What we put in our minds
influences what we think. Wrong
thinking then leads to wrong feelings,
and soon we allow those feelings to
influence us. We then give vent to our
feelings — we indulge. And soon, our
life is pulled apart! Proverbs 23:7 tells
us of the necessity to take control of
our thoughts: “For as a man thinks in
his heart, so is he”.

Lord Jesus clearly revealed to us
that impure (evil) thoughts defile a
person. For out of the heart proceed
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness,
blasphemies. These are the things
which defile a man (Matthew 15:19-20).
So, it is very imperative that we take
the right measures to direct our thought
life. Taking our thoughts captive simply
means gaining control over what we
think about ourselves and life. This is
very crucial for us to maintain freedom
and victory in our ongoing faith walk.
Even though thoughts cannot be seen,
weighed, or measured, they are real
and powerful.

Let’s walk through some spirit-led
strategies to overcome impure
thoughts.

Your mind, not just your behaviour,
must change. Our lives will always
move in the direction of our most
dominant thoughts. God calls us to
change sinful behaviour that does not
honour Him. For that to happen, we
need to work on discipling our minds
from which these behaviours stem.
Allow God to transform you by the
renewing of your mind. How do you

4 Glory Varghese A
\_ Mumbai East District /

renew your mind? Don’t become so
well adjusted to your culture that you
fit into it without even thinking. Instead,
fix your attention on God. You'll be
changed from the inside out. Readily
recognize what He wants from you and
quickly respond to it. (Romans 12:2)
Refuse to entertain thoughts that don’t
align with the Word of God.
Consciously reject thinking that
contrasts with the Word of God.

Every thought has a voice. In the
initial stages, the thoughts may have
a gentle voice, but as you keep
listening to those thoughts, they
become louder and louder. Apostle
Paul writes: “take captive every
thought to make it obedient to Christ”
(2 Corinthians 10:5). One way to do
this is to confess the Word of God in
contrast to the evil thought you are
hearing in your mind.

Speak louder than
your thoughts

For example, an evil thought says,
“You are going to fall sick soon like
everyone else”. Take the name of Jesus
and say it aloud, “My body is the
temple of the Holy Spirit; therefore, no
sickness will touch my body all the
days of my life”. If the thought comes
again, say it again. Confront your
disabling thoughts. Don’t be passive.
It will take some work to take your
thoughts captive each time they pop
into your mind. But the Lord will surely
help you.

( Focussed Thinking )

Choose to focus your thought on
the right things. Scripture tells us, “And
now, dear brothers and sisters, one
final thing. Fix your thoughts on what
is true, and honourable, and right and
pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think
about things that are excellent and
worthy of praise” (Philippians 4:8).
When we start consciously focusing
on these things, God promises to give
us peace.

A word of Advice: be patient with
yourself. Do not become harsh and
critical of yourself as you learn to
change your thought patterns. If you
begin to think about the lies of a broken
stronghold, repent as soon as you
become aware of it. Let repentance
become a lifestyle, so nothing has a
chance to take root. Keep moving
forward in your freedom. Do not grow
impatient as you are learning new ways
to think.

GOD BLESS! [ )
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Children's—

John
h a d
recently
joined his
comm-
unity’s
marching
troop. He
was quite
anxious to prove himself as a good
marcher. His first task was to learn to
march correctly, both in style,
accuracy and with his team.

The troop captain explained that
the key to marching correctly is to stay
focused and to listen constantly to the
captain’s commands. The captain
asked his troop to do couple of things.
First, to look far into the horizon and
to fix their eyes just above the horizon.
Second, to keep their ears ready to
hear the captain’s instructions. He
added that they should not look at
anybody or anything around them
because they could get distracted very
easily.

John was confident that he would
not get distracted by anybody or
anything. He would keep his eyes
focused above the horizon and listen
to his captain’s commands.

The first time John had an
opportunity to march, he proudly lifted

"Let the little children
come to me and do not
hinder them"

EYES ONLY ON JESUS

4 )

/
Beena Aunty
\ )

his knees up, nearly to his chest with
every step he took. He wanted to look
like a good marcher and to please his
captain. The captain noticed John’s
marching style and shook his head.
He gently told John that he did not have
to lift his knees that high but to place
one step in front of the other in harmony
with the captain’s commands. John’s
desire to impress his captain and those
around him distracted him from true
marching. John promised to follow what
his captain advised.

John tried hard to keep his eyes
above the horizon and listen to his
captain’s commands. His eyes often
wandered, but he tried his best.

Soon John started criticizing his
fellow marchers with comments like

“march slower”, “swing more”, “loosen

your arms”. One morning,
John was completely focused
on his fellow marchers that he
did not hear his captain’s
instruction to halt. John
walked several steps in front
of the rest of the troop. He
finally realized that the rest of
his troop had halted several steps
behind him. John had not heard his
captain’s command. Captain reminded
John that as the captain of the troop,
his instructions are to be followed all
the time and that he will correct his
troop as the need arises.

John realized that staying focused
is not easy. To stay focused, one must
put conscious effort for the entire
duration. Distractions can come in any
form.

As a Christian, we must live a life
focused on Jesus. Though many
distractions come our way, we must
keep “looking to Jesus, the founder
and perfecter of our faith” (Hebrews
12:2,ESV). “Let us also lay aside every
weight, and sin which clings so closely
and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1,
ESV).No matter how young or old we
are, as a child of God, let us run our
Christian race focusing on Jesus and
His instructions from His Word.

He restores my soul - Psalm 23:3

Priya
Fernandes

Peace and reconciliation, a reminder
of the peace that Jesus offers.

———— — @Gracy Laxman
Kamble
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What more would you like to
see on the pages. Share your

experience with us we would
love to hear from you.

FLAT
FOR SALE

FEATURES

= FIRST FLOOR
« 2 BEDROOM FLAT
= CARPET AREA 700 SQFT -

EXPECTED AMOUNT

35.5 LKHS

ADDRESS

MT. CARMEL CHS
CHIPLE , PANVEL

CONTACT (DIRECT)

9892104164
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If you have been blessed
by this Magazine
please introduce it to others.

To receive this magazine
please contact :

Suvartha

Publications
P.O. Box No. 17082, Tilaknagar,
Chembur, Mumbai - 400 089
Mob.: 9821 33 22 73

Learn B.Th and M.Div through Online and Digital Platform

£\

AGAPE

Medium : Zoom Platform

ONLINE CLASSES

Tvesday ~ : B.Th Hindi Batch (7.00 pm 10 9.30 pm)
Wednesday : B.Th English Batch ~ (6.30 pm t0 9.00 pm)
Friday . M.Div. Batch (6.30 pm 10 9.00 pm) I.

IN-PERSON CLASSES IN MUMBAI

* THANE : Saturday 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm
¢ KALYAN : Saturday 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm
* KALINA : 2nd & 4th Saturday 2.00 pm onwards 6
* BHANDUP : Tuesday 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm 7

AGAPE BIBLE INSTITUTE

MUMBAI « PUNE * NASHIK « AP « ORISSA

2. Join from any part of the world.

3. Lecture videos will be provided.

4. Printed notes and E-Books will be provided for

reference and deep study.

5. Faculty available on prior appointment for doubt
clearance and darification.

. Affordable fees.

. Faculty members are from renowned Bible colleges.

HEAD OFFICE ADDRESS :
AGAPE CENTRE, BEHIND HOTEL TWO STAR, KALINA, SANTACRUZ (E), MUMBAI - 400 098.

PHONE: 9022580550, 9702584579

DIGITAL CLASSES

Digital course is offered to those who are unable to attend
regular classes or online programme.

Study from your home at your convenient fime.

EMAIL : agapemumbai@yahoo.com | www.agapemumbai.org
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Flowers often symbolize

various virtues, such as (ove,
faith and hope,
as well as significant
events in the lives

of biblical figures.

because

Who ever does not love does not know God,
1 John 4:8

God is LOVE...

T

Fully owned and managed
by IPC Maharashtra State

HEBRON BIBLE COLLEGE

ESTABLISHED IN 19

e

92
==y

Light up the villages of
Maharashtra

Bro. Varghese Kollakompil
(Administrator) 9821332273

P.0. Box No. 17082, Tilaknagar P.0., Chembur, Mumbai - 400 089.

through living word.
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MAHARASHTRA
A field white for harvest

~
Third largest state

in India
36 Districts

Population of
12.5 crores

Recognizing the need for a Headquarters
Building in the capital city of Maharashtra to
co-ordinate the functioning of state level
activities, we purchased a land in Navi Mumbai
and started construction work in 2019. The
building will mainly consist of a Head Office, a
Bible Training Center and some other facilities.
Almost 70% of construction work has been
IPC Maharashtra State completed. We still need 50-60 lakhs to bring
Headquarters Building the proj_ect toa cqnf:lusion.

A Bible Training Center has been
functioning in rented class rooms for the last
25 years in order to impart basic training to
local missionaries and to equip them before
they venture into mission fields. Unfortunately
the Training Center could not function for some
time now due to non-availability of a suitable
place on rent. Hence there is an urgent need
to complete the construction of the
Headquarters Building so that the Bible
Training Center can resume its activities.

J

Your contributions may be sent to
the following account
The Indian Pentecostal Church of God Maharashtra
Alc. No. 14750100053184, IFS Code: FDRL0001475,
Federal Bank Ltd., Panvel.
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