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The Word, Spirit, Community of Faith
and

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI)

After speaking at the evening session of an
India Pentecostal Church conference held in
Orlando, Florida last week, | was back in my
hotel room. | decided to check the day’s news
before going to sleep and turned the television
on. | was surprised to see a man being
interviewed by a reporter about his use and
dependence on Artificial Intelligence (Al) at the
expense of his relationship with his wife and
child. The man believed that he was hearing
God'’s voice through Al. He spoke as if Al was
God to him. He told the interviewer that he was
not crazy because believing in God is not crazy!

| had a text message

age of SpaceX vehicles and Al tools. How shall
we keep the truths that we have received and
pass on the same to a new generation without
being confused and drowning in the information
whirlpool?

We really need to hold on to the Bible, the
word of God. We need to read it regularly, study
it faithfully, and teach it skillfully at our homes
and in our churches. Well-meaning motivational
speeches given as sermons will not be
sufficient. Pastors, youth leaders, and Sunday
School teachers must take this challenge
seriously. Preach the Word. Teach the Word.

Of course, study the

from a former Oral

Word!

Roberts University
student a week before |
went to the conference.
The text said that when
the ORU student asked
Al if Jesus Christis God,
the Al said, “Definitely
Jesus Christ is not God”.

| am not against the
use of Al. | believe it can

The new generation is not only facing
a world with wars, rumors of wars,
economic insecurities, and social
media-induced isolation, but also

powerful forces misrepresenting the

Gospel and the Church. Truth is under
attack globally. Values are reversing.
Focused prayer seeking the guidance
of the Holy Spirit is needed.

We also must pray.
Pray for the world. Pray
for the church. Pray for
pastors and teachers of
the Word. And pray for
our generations.

The new generation is
not only facing a world
with wars, rumors of
wars, economic

-

> 4

be a useful tool for

multiple tasks, including information gathering
and research. However, due to the speed of
inventions, currently technical advancements
are ahead of law and ethics, and the main goal
of Al development is not gaining biblically sound
theological insights or giving Christ-centered
spiritual guidance to people. Unfortunately,
many people are seeking this type of wisdom
from technology. They are sure to be

disappointed.

The truth is that | grew up in neighborhoods
with bullock carts in Kerala at a time when we
used to wait for the news paper man to arrive
on foot with the latest news but live now in the

insecurities, and social
media-induced isolation, but also powerful forces
misrepresenting the Gospel and the Church.
Truth is under attack globally. Values are
reversing. Focused prayer seeking the guidance
of the Holy Spirit is needed.

Thankfully, the Holy Spirit is still at work in
the world. The Spirit will empower us to resist
the powers of darkness. Truly, greater is He
that is in us than he that is in the world. The
sanctifying power of the Word, the Spirit, and
the blood of Jesus Christ will preserve the people
of God until Jesus returns. Till then, read the
Word, pray in the Spirit, and remain active in
the community of faith. This season too will pass.

The author’s book, "Spirit-led Ministry in the 21st Century: Essentials of Ministry for
Human Pastors Serving the Al Generation" was recently released on Amazon.com.

Dr. Thomson
K. Mathew
D.Min., Ed.D.

Professor
Emeritus &
Former Dean,
College of
Theology &
Ministry,

Oral Roberts
University, USA
Member,
Executive
Board,
'Suvartha'
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Thankfully, the
Holy Spirit is still
at work in the
world. The Spirit
will empower us
to resist the
powers of
darkness. Truly,
greater is He
that is in us than
he that is in the
world.
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Under the watchful eye
Of the Lord!

“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth,
to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is
perfect toward him” (2 Chronicles 16:9)

J

\_ _/

John was the
only one initially
able to recognize
the Lord Jesus
standing on the
shore. He was
thinking about his
beloved Master
constantly after
the crucifixion
and resurrection.
That deep
devotion he had
for Jesus, and
now the sense of
loss and the
loneliness he
was experiencing
was
overwhelming.

In John 21:7 we read the about Jesus’
beloved disciple John’s announcement to the
other disciples standing on the shore of the sea
of Tiberias that “It's the Lord”! Only one can
imagine the excitement, exuberance in that
great shout. We can fairly conclude that the
announcement was made at the top of his voice
since the sea shore was not a very quiet place
because of the sound of the waves and other
noises from around. John was the only one
initially able to recognize

that those two were also from the same area
near Galilee; or they might have been Andrew
and Philip. They went out and got into a boat,
but that night they caught nothing. These
disciples were totally disappointed, exhausted,
and hungry with a crushed ego (note that they
were professional fisher men before Jesus called
them). Just as the day was breaking, a man
(Jesus; but the disciples did not recognize Him)
stood on the shore and asked, “Children, do
you have any fish? They

the Lord Jesus standing /- "\ answered ‘No’. He said
on the shore. He was Note that the disciples did not to them, “cast the net on
thinking about his recognize Jesus by sight but by the right side of the boat,
beloved Master what He did. One may recall this and you will find some’.
constantly after the miraculous catch mirrored the one, So they cast it, and now
crucifixion and after Peter let Jesus borrow his they were not able to haul
resurrection. That deep boat to preach to the multitude, it in, because of the
devotion he had for from the beginning of their journey quantity of the fish.
Jesus, and now the with Jesus after which Jesus told Immediately, John
sense of loss and the him that “I will make you recognized that it is
loneliness he was fishers of men”. Jesus. He called at the
experiencing was \" J other disciples, in no

overwhelming.

In John’s gospel chapter 21 we have a
detailed account of what was happening to a
group of Jesus’ disciples. After Jesus’
resurrection He revealed Himself to His
disciples a few times. The present incident is
taking place by the sea of Tiberias. One fine
morning Simon Peter, who being a kind of
restless person, told some of the fellow disciples
who were with him (sons of Zebdee [James,
John], Nathaniel of Cana, Thomas [called the
Twin, also known as doubting Thomas], and
two other disciples) that “I am going fishing”.
They said to him “we will go with you”. The
names of the ‘other two disciples’ are not
mentioned anywhere, but Bible scholars believe

hushed voice,
announcing “It is the Lord”. Note that the
disciples did not recognize Jesus by sight but
by what He did. One may recall this miraculous
catch mirrored the one, after Peter let Jesus
borrow his boat to preach to the multitude, from
the beginning of their journey with Jesus (Luke
5:1-11) after which Jesus told him that “I will
make you fishers of men”. Not sure why John
was the first one to connect the dots here? The
disciples now soon realized that Jesus’
presence transformed the barrenness they
experienced toiling all night into abundance.
One may wonder why the disciples could
not recognize Jesus as He was standing at the
shore and watching them toiling all night to catch

Formerly: Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, USA.
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fish. Spiritual recognition often is not just from
seeing, but from knowing — a deep heart
awareness that it is Jesus. Like a child who
recognizes a parent’s voice in a crowd - when
you know Jesus, you'll see Him or discern His
presence even when others don't. When we are
totally dependent on God with no other choices
in life He will show up. John’s joyful recognition
‘It is the Lord!" calls each of us to open our
eyes and hearts amid every positive or negative
situations in life. We see many instances of
these in the Bible. Hagar (Genesis 21:15:19)
cried out to the Lord for help and God opened
her eyes to see the well of water in a barren
land. When the children of Israel cried out to
the Lord under the heavy oppression of Egyptians
the Lord heard (Exodus 3:7) and brought
deliverance. Elijah under great mental
depression cried out to the Lord and the Lord
showed up (1 Kings 19:1-8) to strengthen him.
Paul and Silas praised the Lord and sang songs
under excruciating physical pain the Lord heard
and brought deliverance

Jesus warned His disciples earlier “The thief
does not come except to steal, and to kill, and
to destroy. | have come that they may have life,
and that they may have it more abundantly”
(John 10:10).

How long was Jesus waiting for Peter and
the other disciples at the seashore. Our God is
omniscient, and omnipresent. He is everywhere
all the time. We worship Him as an Omnipotent
God. He foreknew Peter and His friends will
come there for fishing.He knows your
whereabouts. He knows your name. He knows
your thoughts. “For the eyes of the LORD run
to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew
himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart
is perfect toward him” (2 Chronicles 16:9). In
Psalm 139 we read about the ever pervasive
presence of God. The Psalmist is writing “Where
shall | go from your Spirit? Where shall | flee
from your presence?” (Psalm 139:7). Nothing,
absolutely nothing about us or the universe is
hidden from God our Creator. As humans we

tend to find solace or

(Acts 16:25-34).

When Jesus was
recognized, Peter who
was in his fisherman’s
‘clothing’ immediately
jumped into the water out
of embarrassment to hide
his body from Jesus and
to freshen up. When the
disciples came ashore
and gathered around
Jesus, breakfast was

Like a child who recognizes a
parent’s voice in a crowd - when you
know Jesus, you’ll see Him or
discern His presence even when
others don’t. When we are totally
dependent on God with no other
choices in life He will show up.
John’s joyful recognition ‘It is the
Lord!’ calls each of us to open our
eyes and hearts amid every positive
or negative situations in life.

comfort from things
around us. We try many
self-help project and
move away from the Lord
who deeply loves and
cares for us, and ready
to guide and sustain us.
He understands our
doubts. Jesus knew that
these disciples were
heart-broken and
dejected at the death of

ready for a group of \*

"/ their Master. Jesus saw

hungry and tired group of

fishermen. Jesus told them to come and eat.
Jesus did not scold them or called them
backsliders. There was no blame game here
like ‘I told you so’. There was no anger or
reproach in His words. Jesus wanted to comfort
them and minister to them in their lowest point.
This action was not a condescending action
from Jesus' part. Jesus do understand our
weaknesses and our potential to fall away from
our faith. Blame game is the devil’s specialty
whom the Bible calls ‘the accuser of our
brethren’ (Revelations 12:10). The enemy, the
devil, is rejoicing in your backsliding. The devil
tries to fill your faith walk with doubts on God’s
promises and even your salvation. Satan is not
actually fighting with you, he is fighting to
snatch you from the Good Shepherd’s fold.

them at their lowest
point. He sees us as we are. Nothing about us
is hidden from His foreknowledge. We grieve
the Holy Spirit when we walk away from the
Lord. Jesus walks in here like a true friend to
strengthen His beloved disciples. “A true friend
never gets in your way unless you happened to
be going down” (Arnold H. Glasgow). However
he is still waiting patiently for our restoration.
He will never force His will on you. He wants
you to call up on Him, and totally depend on
Him. He wants you to grow in faith in your walk
with Him.

Jesus did instruct His disciples before His
crucifixion what they should do after He is gone.
In spite of all the directions they received from
Jesus; they became hopeless at the death of
their Master and went back to their old

Jesus knew that
these disciples
were heart-
broken and
dejected at the
death of their
Master. Jesus
saw them at their
lowest point. He
sees us as we
are. Nothing
about us is
hidden from His
foreknowledge.
We grieve the
Holy Spirit when
we walk away
from the Lord.
Jesus walks in
here like a true
friend to
strengthen His
beloved disciples.
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Remember that
the Lord whom
we trust will
never abandon.
When we walk
through the valley
of shadow of
death, He will be
there to sustain
you, to uphold
you. He is always
waiting for us. He
wants us to

be in close
communion with
Him in every
situation. He
never promised
that our
pilgrimage would
be easy or devoid
of heartaches
and troubles. But
He promises that
‘my presence will
go with you'.

profession (fishing). This is typical of all humans
unless there is uninterrupted guidance from the
Holy Spirit. When God calls you, He won’t give
you a clear road map; we are to follow Him in
faith, one step at a time. Many of us are familiar
with the story of Footprints in the Sand. It is
about a believer who knew that God walks
alongside with His children all the way in every
situation. In a dream the believer saw two sets
of footprints, a child of God walking with God,
on the sand which eventually faded into one
set of footprints during the most helpless time
in life and feared the Lord had abandoned the
person the believer saw in the dream. Greatly
disturbed by this dream the believer questioned
God on this abandonment during the difficult
time when God’s presence was most needed
by that person in the dream. The Lord gently
replies:“My precious child, | love you and would
never leave you.During

tribulations, disappointments are all part of our
life. He is sending us out as ‘sheep among
wolves’ (Mat 10:16) to proclaim the salvation
through Jesus Christ. No experience in our life
surprises God. He orchestrates every situation
in our life. Note that on days when life’s terms
seem too hard to cope with, God’s promise to
you is this: “Do not fear, for | am with you; do
not be dismayed, for | am your God. I will
strengthen you and help you; | will uphold you
with my righteous right hand” [Isaiah 41:10]
Despite their failure Jesus came seeking
Peter and his friends at the Sea of Tiberias.
Jesus never forgot the promise He made to Peter
when he was called three years prior to that “I
will make you fishers of men”. Jesus came to
restore Peter. Many of us try to live on our past
resume or accomplishments. Peter was asked
‘do you love Me’repeatedly. Jesus was allowing
Peter to confirm his

your times of trial /<
andsuffering, when you
see only one set of
footprints, it was then that
| carried you.”"When you
cannot go any further
God is there to hold you
up. Remember that the
Lord whom we trust will
never abandon. That is
His promise. When we \e

Peter was asked ‘do you love Me’
repeatedly. Jesus was allowing Peter
to confirm his relationship with the
Lord. Jesus never gets weary in
bringing us to one point until we learn
the lesson, because He is molding us
into a finished product. Many- a-times
we look for Jesus in spectacular, but
forget that He is with us even in the
mundane things of life.

relationship with the
Lord. Jesus never gets
weary in bringing us to
one point until we learn
the lesson, because He
is molding us into a
finished product. Many- a-
times we look for Jesus
in spectacular, but forget
that He is with us even in
/ the mundane things of life.

walk through the valley of
shadow of death, He will be there to sustain
you, to uphold you. He is always waiting for
us. He wants us to be in close communion with
Him in every situation. He never promised that
our pilgrimage would be easy or devoid of
heartaches and troubles. But He promises that
‘my presence will go with you’. Like a real friend
Jesus walks into our life “when the rest of the
world walks out” (Walter Winchell).
There is a song in which a few lines go like
this:
“Time after time | went searching for
peace in some void,
| was trying to blame all my ills on this
world | was in;
He was there all the time,
He was there all the time;
Waiting patiently in line,
He was there all the time”.
Whatever situation you are in your life

remember God’s presence is there. He allows
situations in our life when we follow Him. Trials,

Jesus is seeking you and
me out to fulfill a mission for Him. Jesus doesn’t
look at our past failures. Jesus is focused on
what a person can do in future to promote the
Kingdom of Heaven. Peter cursed Jesus earlier
at the Jewish High Priest’s palace (John 18).
However, Peter and other disciples were mightily
used by God after their seashore (Tiberias)
experience. These people changed the world.
All of Jesus’ disciples were martyred, except
John, for the testimony of Jesus. Let us not
minimize the frequency with which the enemy
tried to discourage Peter during his ministry
pounding him with guilt and shame reminding
him relentlessly that he failed Jesus miserably
in the past. This experience is reflected in (I
Peter 5:6-11) when Peter writes ‘Your adversary
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour”. Peter is
instructing us to ‘resist him (devil)’. Do you need
to be restored in your walk with the Lord? God
is waiting to embrace you and restore you and
use you mightily for furthering His Kingdom. @
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New Series:

Theme: Practical Life Instructions from

Book of James

Devotional: FIVE

\_

BLESSED are those who
ENDURE & PERSEVERE!

“My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord,
as an example of suffering and patience. Indeed, we count them blessed
who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end
intended by the Lord - that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful”
(James 5:10-11)

J

In the above passage, Apostle James brings
before us another perspective of God, who in
His infinite wisdom allowed His own prophets
to suffer in the hands of the sinful people among
whom they were ministering. Because of their
faithfulness in declaring the word of the Lord,
these prophets were

need to follow their footsteps today. We honor
them for their lives of zeal and devotion. In this
sense we call them blessed, and we agree that
they were right while the world was wrong. Let
us not forget that even though they went through
great trials and sufferings, they endured them
all with patience. If we

Dr. Shibu

Cherian

MS, MBA,
D.Min., Ph.D.

J
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persecuted unmercifully. want to be blessed, itis §| word.com
Yet “they endured as Let us not forget that even though only reasonable to
seeing Him who is they went through great trials and conclude that we will be
invisible” (Hebrews sufferings, they endured them all called upon to do the
11:27, 32-40). The with patience. If we want to be same!
prophet Jeremiah is a blessed, it is only reasonable to In the similar manner,
prime example of this, conclude that we will be called upon | the righteous Job (Job
and when we read the to do the same! 1:1) also went through
books of Jeremiah and ~ \J —/  intense personal suffering
Lamentations, we can not knowing that he was
see how much Jeremiah suffered for being true  allowed to be tested by Satan in order to justify
to God in declaring His oracles! God's faith in his integrity. Even though Job was
All these prophets are examples of patient  not always patient with his friends (who acted
endurance in suffering for us (see 1:4), andwe  as miserable comforters), we are certain that
September 2025 7 Suvartha



The sufferings of
Job enabled him to
persevere, which
led him to see the
final rewards that
God had intended
for him after He
revealed Himself.
For Job, the end
intended by God
was that he
received twice the
blessings that he
had before his
trials (Job 42:10-
15). Only by Job’s
suffering could he

BLESSED *
ARE THOSE

WHO ENDURE

WHEN THEY ARE

Job persevered through his suffering until the
very end. Job waited for God to clear up the
mystery of his suffering, and as a result, reaped
great rewards at the end of his trial.

We should have no doubts that our God is
very compassionate and merciful (v. 11b).

accomplish through us, we might be tempted
to envy the wicked like Asaph. However, it was
only after Asaph had gone into the sanctuary of
God that he understood their end (see Psalms
73:3-17). King David also had a similar
experience, but he looked to the future and

|.nt|mately However, He allows sufferings for a reason:  consoled himself with these words: “As for me,
experience and B «in 1ation produces perseverance” (Romans | will see Your face in righteousness; | shall be
comprehendthe § 5.3) The sufferings of Job satisfied when | awake in
Lordas § enabled him to (© —\ Your likeness” (Psalms
compassionate § o rsevere, which led him Letue r2ieloz) e Cod el 17:15).

andmercifulll ) see the final rewards | Slieringinourlives because it leads Let us remember that
that God had intended for t.o H_'S e?<'cel!ent pL.JI’pOSGS (Romarjs God permits suffering in

him after He revealed S Ph|||pp|ar_13 g, [fueee going our lives because it leads

Himself. For Job, the end L] sufferln.gs, L2 us LD |FEUIE to His excellent

. ’ for God is still on His throne.

intended by God was that purposes (Romans 8:28;

he received twice the Philippians 1:6). If we are

blessings that he had going through sufferings,

before his trials (Job 42:10-15). Only by Job’s  let us be patient for God is still on His throne.

suffering could he intimately experience and  Blessed are those who endure and persevere!

comprehend the Lord as compassionate and “Blessed are those who are persecuted for

merciful. Thus, Job is thus a fine example of  righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom

perseverance or fortitude that we can emulate  of heaven. Blessed are you when they revile

inour lives. and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil

The challenges and crisis that we encounter  against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and

regularly can seep away our joy and strength,  be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in

and at these times we are tempted to give up.  heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets

If we are not aware of what God has plannedto  who were before you” (Matthew 5:10-12). (]
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Bible Study

Rev. K.M. Varghese
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Dead and Useless Faith

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no
deeds? Can such faith save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily
food. If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing
about their physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not

accompanied by action, is dead" (James 2:14-17)

J

[ Dead Fath ]

What? So faith, if it has no works,
is dead by itself.

Here begins the most controversial
part of the epistle of James. This and
the rest of the second chapter are what
led Martin Luther to call this epistle a
straw epistle. The first three of the four
verses quoted above are questions, and
the fourth verse is a statement that
James makes with the answers to the
questions in mind. The importance of
the work that makes faith dead or alive
is James’s theme.

[ The work of faith ]

The faith that James makes the
subject of here is monotheism (2:19).
God is the object of faith. Faith is the
cable that connects man to God and
makes him alive. The work that James

speaks of here is the work of faith; not
the work of the law.

Faith and the work of faith are
inseparable, just as the sun and the
sunbeam are inseparable. Faith and
work are like Siamese twins.They are
like the root and the trunk of a tree.
The trunk cannot exist without the root,
and the root cannot exist without the
trunk. Just as the root is hidden under
the surface of the earth, so is faith
hidden. Just as the trunk is visible
above the surface of the earth, so is
the work of faith visible. Faith without
works is just like saying that a tree is
only the root. Faith without works is
useless.

Will he be saved by that
faith?

The root word for salvation is Sozo.
It can mean salvation, liberation,
deliverance, and healing. James does

not specifically say here whether the
salvation that the believer receives is
salvation of the soul or the body.
However, he specifically says in verse
16 that the salvation spoken of is
salvation of the body. Whatever
salvation is spoken of here, the general
principle that faith, which is essential
for it, must be active - cannot be
denied. If faith is not active, no one
receives salvation of the body or the
soul.

James gives an example here to
explain faith without works. He explains
the inadequacy of helping a naked and
hungry person with words alone without
helping him with actions. That is
charity through words. If charity is
given through words, it does not solve
the nakedness and hunger of the
needy. Therefore, charity expressed
merely through words is not charity.

Here in 2:16, he does not speak
as harshly as he speaks to the poor in

September 2025
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2:3. He speaks here with great mercy.
But even words spoken with mercy
cannot remove nakedness or satisfy
hunger. Action is needed for that. To
remove nakedness and hunger, action
is also necessary along with good
words. Similarly, if faith is not
accompanied by action, it is naturally
dead. Wherever there is active faith,
action is a part of it. If Noah, who
believed God's message about the
flood, had not preached to the people
or built the ark, his faith would have
been dead; but Noah proved his faith
to be alive through his preaching and
works.

[ Useless Faith (James 2:18-20) ]

But someone will say, “You have
faith; |1 have deeds”. Show me your
faith without deeds, and | will show you
my faith by my deeds. You believe that
there is one God. Good! Even the
demons believe that - and shudder You
foolish person, do you want evidence
that faith without deeds is useless?

James is continuing the theme that
active faith is faith with works. This
passage begins in a conversational
style. Some commentators have
suggested that “someone” in verse 18
is James himself; it could be James
himself or someone else who has
adopted the same idea as James. In
any case, James is challenging the one
who believes without works. One
person believes, he does not
necessarily work. Another works, he

does not necessarily believe. Trying to
prove faith without works is like trying
to prove that a dead man is alive.
James here presents demons as
an example of dead faith, not humans.
It is not easy to present a better
example of this subject from among
humans than demons. But James does
not go looking for any angels in heaven
to find an example of active faith; there
are many examples of it on earth.
James beautifully explains his subject
by presenting Abraham and Rahab,
who came from a pagan background
and embraced the faith of one God.

[ The Devil is also a Believer ]

Do you believe that God is one?
Good, the devil also believes and
trembles in the same way. The core of
the creed given to Old Testament Israel
was the belief in one God. It is only
the first part of the creed called the
Shema that they received
(Deuteronomy 6:4). The last part of it
is to love and obey the one God they
believe in (Deuteronomy 6:5-9). If they
do not love and obey the God they
believe in, that faith is dead. Not only
do Jews have faith that confesses that
God is one without loving and obeying
God, but so does the devil, whom they
hate. Well, the devil also believes and
trembles in the same way. The devil is
a little further ahead than the average
Jew in that regard. The devil not only
believes that God is one but also

trembles. The word used here in the
original language is Phisso. Phisso is
the trembling that comes from fear Two
things can make demons fear and
tremble:

1) The fear of God,

2) The eternal torment they will
experience (Matthew 8:29-31, Mark
5:7, Luke 4:41, Acts 19:15).

James strongly criticizes faith
without works, saying that the devil is
better than a person who has only the
monotheistic creed without works of
faith.

[ Foolish man ]

You foolish person, do you want
evidence that faith without deeds is
useless? Just asin 1:26, he points out
the foolish man who possess
worthless religion, so in 2:20, James
points out the faith without work he
possesses is vain or Kenos. The word
Kenos means empty, vain, useless,
false. James calls the possessor of
faith without works anthrope Kene or
an empty man. Faith without works is
just empty faith; it has no productive
capacity. It requires a mind to accept
thatitis useless. The word Argos can
be given the meanings of fruitless and
useless. Through this question, James
indicates that before one can accept
what active faith is, one must have a
mind to accept two things.

1. Faith without works is empty.

2. Empty faith is unproductive.
Faith without works is barren faith. @

-

Quotable Quotes
By Dr. Billy Graham

\_

“You can be born in a garage, but that doesn’t make you an automobile.
You can be born in a Christian home, but that doesn’t make you a Christian"
“In the Bible God speaks to us; in prayer we speak to God. Both are essential"
"Living the Christian life means striving for holiness"
"We aren’t only called to become Christians; we are called to be Christians"
“The Christian’s journey through life isn’t a sprint but a marathon"
“Time is the dressing room of eternity. In the few fleeting days of life on this planet
we are given the opportunity to prepare for eternity"

J
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@ The unique Jesus Christ: )

Attitude of Jesus Christ:
A Paradigm for Christians

J

When we know the attitude of our
Lord Jesus Christ, we will try to follow
Him so as to get His character. Jesus
Christ explained the fundamental
truths and practical teachings of
Christianity in His sermon on the
mount (Matthew chs. 5 to 7). Before
the proclamation of the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus took water baptism
(Matthew 3:16). Holy Spirit descended
on Him and He was full of Holy Spirit
(Luke 4:10). Then He was tempted by
Satan. When we are led by Holy Spirit,
we would be tempted and attacked by
Satan. Greatest temptation of mankind
is to get power and prosperity. Now
"Prosperity’ has become the doctrine
of Christian churches to attract people.
Some preachers promise people that
they will get what they imagine or
visiualize. Biblical visions are not
visualization but inspiration from God.
Creative visualization or mental
alchemy is not from Bible. Satan
disclosed to Jesus that all power, glory
and prosperity are his and he can give
those things to whoever he wants if
they worship him (Luke 4:6,7). But
Jesus Christ overcame the temptation
and returned in the power of the Holy
Spirit (Luke 4:14).

Then He went up on the mountain
and sat down and His disciples came
to Him. (Matthew 5:1,2). In OId
Testament when God appeared He
asked Moses not to draw nigh to Him
(Exodus 3:5). When God gave
commandments in Old Testament, He
said none shall come near to the mount
(Exodus 24:2). When Jesus gave
commandments, He called people and
disciples to come nigh to Him. Old
Testament is Law and New Testament
is Love. We need both but our attitude
should be according to the teachings

é )

A

Pastor John Mathew
Bangalore

. J

of our Lord Jesus Christ. He taught how
to behave with brothers, enemies, how
to lead holy life, how to judge others,
how to give to God, how to do charity,
how to conduct fasting and prayer, etc.
He clearly said life is more important
because if no life, no need for food,
clothes and shelter. Importance is how
christian leads life in this world and
makes sure of eternal life. No person
can serve Mammon and God
simultaneously.

[ Humility: (Philippians 2:5,6) ]

Jesus Christ has always been equal
to God, He left glory in heaven and took
humble position of the servant. He
washed the feet of His disciples. When
the blind beggar Bertimaus called, He
stood. His ministry was not for fame,
money and position but ministry of
towel. He was an embodiment of
humility. He advised that we should
take lowest position (Luke 14:9). Now
all are craving for highest position. That
is the hidden problem for all court
cases and quarrels.

Religious leaders called Him friend
of sinners and publicans (Matthew

9:10-11). He dined with the poor and
sinners. Still He loves sinners but hates
sin. When a sinful woman came to
Him, He forgave her sins with the
warning not to sin any more. It was a
historical declartion (John 8:11). Sinner
can look at cross of Jesus Christ, who
hung there for our sins. We should not
look down at sinners but lead them to
Christ (1 John 1:9).

Jesus was leader of the mass. He
promised comfort to the drawers of
water and hewers of wood (Matthew
11:28). He was against caste system.
He went to Samaria and saved a
Samaritan woman. She became the
first evangelist in Samaria (John 4).
Casteism and racism are evils in our
consciousness due to social
behaviour. It is brought by our psyche.
Only Jesus Christ can save us from
the evil of racism and casteism. Jesus
praised the faith of gentile Centurion
(Matthew 8:10) and gentile woman
(Matthew 15:28).

He had compassion towards the
sick and healed them (Matthew 14:14).
He asked disciples to give food to the
hungry (Matthew 14:16). It is the sign
of the true leader. He gave food to the
hungry, He healed the blind and lepers,
raised the dead and He comforted the
grieved. He wept when Mary cried. We
must also wipe the tears of the poor,
sick and comfort the down trodden.

He has given the golden rule for
Christians to follow at home, church
and society: “whatever you want men
to do to you, do also to them" (Matthew
7:12). If daughters-in-law and mothers-
in-law, sons and fathers, daughters
and mothers, believers and believers,
follow the golden rule, our homes,
churches and sciety would become
paradise on earth.
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He performed miracles to save His
disciples from the whirlwind (Mark
4:37). Jesus needs people and their
problems to perform miracles. We
cannot expect miracles wihout
problems. When we face problems,
think it is time for seeing miracle from
our God if we surrender. | read a story
of an enginner, Freddy, who lost his
job and was sitting unemployed. One
Sunday his wife was pinning the dress
of small daughter with a pin which
pricked her body. Wife asked Freddy
to find something to use as pin without
harming our daughter. As an engineer,
he tried and invented ’Safety pin’ which
we use now. Since Freddy lost his job
and his wife had a problem he could
invent the safety pin! Jesus taught us
that problems are not to destroy us
but to mend us. When we face financial
problems, sickness and different kinds
of sorrows human beings will forsake
us but Christ will never forsake us.

Jesus appreciated people when
they said or did something good as
He appreciated Peter (Matthew 16:17).
We should follow the attitude of Jesus
Christ in appreciating others when they
do any good things. God chose us
and put the power of the Holy Spirit in
us to preach the good news and

comfort the people. Let our churches
be paradise and not pandemonium.
When we find fault with other believers
and leaders let us have self
introspection and repeat our Lord’s
words: “He who is without sin among
you, let him throw a stone at her first”
(John 8:7)

Our Lord stressed the need of faith
in all walks in the life of a Christian.
He said if we have faith we can move
mountains (Matthew 17:21). We see
the definition of faith as "the substance
of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen" (Hebrews 11:1). Faith
is seeing light with our heart when our
eyes see all darkness. Looking at the
sky covered with clouds tells us there
is sun shining behind. We see planet
Venus shining in the sky after sunset
and we call it ’evening star’. It will set
soon but we are sure it will appear in
the morning before sunrise as ’'moming
star. Do not worry when evening star
sets in our life. We are saved by faith
that Jesus Christ died for our sins
(Romans 10:9) and justified by faith
(Romans 3:21). Habakkuk says, "the
just shall live by his faith" (Habakkuk
2:4). We need faith for divine healing
(Mark 5:8). We need faith to see signs
and wonders (Mark 11:23). We get

strength in the midst of agony and grief
through our Lord. We should have faith
that nothing is impossible for our Lord
Jesus Christ. Our focus of faith is
Jesus Christ. Millions of people died
for Christ because of their faith.

Jesus asked certain questions to
His disciples. Let us answer those
questions ourselves:

1. What do you seek? (John 1:38)

2. Who do men say that |, the Son
of Man, am? (Matthew 16:13)

3. What do you want me to do for
you? (Mark 10:5)

4. Could you not watch with Me
one hour? (Matthew 26:40)

5. Do you know me? (John 14:7)

6. What are you arguing with them
about? (Mark 9:16)

7. You know not what manner of

Spirit you have (Luke 9:35)

8. Will you also go away? (John
6:67)

9. What are you discussing? (Luke
24:17)

10. Why you are crying? (John
20;15)

11. Children, have you any meat?
(John 21:5)

12. Do you love me more than
these? (John 21:15)
Jesus looked at needs of people.

-

N

Quotable Quotes
by Rev. Watchman Nee

\

“Good is not always God’s will, but God’s will is always good”
“The Christian experience, from start to finish, is a journey of faith”
“Separation to God, separation from the world, is the first principle of Christian living”
“l want nothing for myself; | want everything for the Lord”
“Outside Christ, | am empty; in Christ, | am full”
“We think of the Christian life as a ‘changed life’ but it is not that. What God offers us is an ‘exchanged life,’
a ‘substituted life,” and Christ is our Substitute within”
“With complete consecration comes perfect peace”
“A Christian life is an unending engagement on the battlefield”
“A drowning man cannot be saved until he is utterly exhausted and ceases to make the

slightest effort to save himself”

“The cross grants us position, the Holy Spirit gives us experience”
“Our rest lies in looking to the Lord, not to ourselves”
“We must have a spirit of power towards the enemy, a spirit of love towards men, and a spirit of

self-control towards ourselves”

afh

J

September 2025

12

Suvartha



"Let the little children
come to me and do not
hinder them"

Andy was a 12-year-old boy who
was a good student, went to church
regularly and took care of his
responsibilities. One day he came
home from school a little shaken
because he heard some of his
classmates using swear words in
the school ground during free
period. He sat on the couch thinking
about what happened and fell
asleep on the couch.

Andy dreamt of a happy place, a
playground, where he saw his
classmates happily running and
playing. The playground had lots of
equipment to play with and enjoy.
The kids could run around, play,
climb, slide and swing. There was no
reason to be sad or worried or do
anything bad.

As Andy was playing, he saw
something that he had never seen
before — a creature looking like a
huge cotton ball, about 4 feet tall,
with two eyes and two big feet. It was
stomping down the street, heading
straight for the chapel. Andy and his
friends stopped playing to watch this
thing. Nobody knew what it was.
Soon after this, Andy’s Dad reached
there. He moved the kids to one side
of the playground and said that the
creature was a “swear word”. Andy
was shocked and wondered how
“swear word” had entered this happy
place.

The creature kept stomping on

Beena Aunty

(S /

slowly but surely towards the
chapel. It left behind brownish
footsteps and released foul smell on
every step. All the people on the
street smelt it and moved out of its
way. The people did not look happy
anymore and were watching the
brownish footsteps it was leaving
behind. Andy began running toward
the chapel using a short cut. He
wanted to reach the chapel before
“Swear word” reached there.

At the Chapel, Andy heard the
Pastor speaking to a small group of
believers about forgiveness of sins.
Soon the creature reached the
Chapel and stomped to the front of
Chapel and stood in front of the
Pastor. It asked the Pastor, “Do you
know who | am?”. Pastor said, "Yes,
| know all about you”.

“Swear word” declared that it is
capable of ruining everything for
everyone in the happy place if it
wanted to. But Pastor confidently
said that the creature won’t be able
to do any of that. He said that Jesus
can change “Swear word” to “Praise
word” if it would allow Jesus to do
so. “Swear word” was quiet for a
minute and then asked Pastor what
to do next. Pastor asked the
creature to open the door that was
almost hidden, right in its center.

WHAT DID YOU SAY?

When the door was
opened, Andy and the
others were surprised -
there was nothing inside.
“Swear word” did its
swearing because it was
empty inside. It wanted
people to think that it had something
though there was nothing inside. It
was sure that no one could fix its
nothingness.

Pastor smiled and asked “Swear
word” to allow Jesus to do His work.
Suddenly the emptiness was filled
with light, the foul smell changedto a
pleasant smell and praise came
pouring out of the door. “Swear
word” was changed to “Praise
word”. Andy and his friends joined
in singing praises to the Lord.

Andy woke up suddenly from his
nap. He realized he had seen a
dream. "But now you yourselves are
to put off all these: anger, wrath,
malice, blasphemy, filthy language
out of your mouth....and have put on
the new man who is renewed in
knowledge according to the image
of Him who created him”
(Colossians 3:8,10 - NKJV). “Let the
words of my mouth, and the
meditation of my heart, be
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my
strength, and my redeemer” (Psalm
19:14). ®
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Sis. Saramma Thomas, a member of
IPC Chembur passed away on July 22,2025
at the age of 85 in New Jersey, USAwhere
she was living with her son, Johnson
Thomas. Her husband, Bro. T.T. Thomas
went to be with the Lord, a few years ago.
The family was part of the Chembur church
for many years. Sis. Saramma had the dual
responsibilty of taking care of her children
and keeping her job in Bhabha Atomic
Research Center (BARC) for many years

Gone to be with the Lord

her children was exemplary and
unforgettable.

Sis. Saramma comes from the
Velamparampil family of Poovathoor,
Kumbanad which is one of the families that
became part of IPC in its early years —
during what is known in IPC history as the
‘Poovathoor revival'. She kept her faith and
lived an exemplary life.

(We also remember that Bro. Johnson
Thomas was closely associated with

while her husband was abroad for work. Her
role in the physical and spiritual growth of

"Suvartha Magazine" and was on the Board
of Executives for a few years).

Philipose Yohannan was born on October 28, 1929, in Ernakulam, Kerala,
India to the late Philipose Cheruvallimoolayil & Mariyamma Philipose who
belonged to the Cheruvallimoolayil family.

At an early age, he accepted Jesus Christ as his personal saviour. He was
baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit.

On February 6, 1950, he married Kunjamma. They both served the Lord in
different capacities. The Lord blessed them with two daughters and three sons.
He was a very generous man who helped the poor and served the Lord's
servants who came to share the gospel in Ezhankulam, Theppupara, Vyla and
Pannivizha sharing and won many souls for the Lord.

Yohannachen is survived by his daughters Kunjumol and Santhamma and
his sons P.Y. Philip, C.Y. Jose, and John Thomas. His sons-in-law : Pr. Thomas
V. Koshy, the late Evg. Mathew P.R., daughters-in-law, Jolly Philip, Mini Jose
and Sherly Thomas. His grandchildren and respective spouses and family,
Grace George, Abraham Koshy, Blessy B. Philip, Jessy Aji, Daisy Samuel, Christine Varghese, Sherrine
Alexander, Ashlene Philip, Jason & Johana Jose, Joel & Joshua Thomas. His great grandchildren Benson &
Sharon George, Elizabeth & Abraham Koshy, Jephia & Jeneea Philip, Joshin & Joan Aji, Elza & Abel Samuel,
Gabriel, Ethan & Elijah Varghese and Evan Alexander.

His elder son Pastor P.Y. Philip is the District Pastor of IPC Kolapur Dist. in Maharashtra. We also
remember that Pr. P.Y. Philip was closely Associated with Suvartha magazine and was on the Board of

Executive for a few years.

IPC MUMBAI WEST

DIST. CONVENTION

31ST ANNUAL CONVENTION

Date :
2026 January 9th to 11th

MATRIMONIAL

Invite marriage proposals for their born-
again, Christian with strong faith in God,
baptized son 30 years, (03/10/1994),
Height - 170 cm, fair, B.E. Civil
Engineering. Occupation - Billing
Engineer. Currently employed in
Mumbai. We are originally from
Kottarakkara, Kerala.

MATRIMONIAL

Pentecostal parents invite proposals for
their daughter, 30/164 cm bomn &
brought up in Kerala, born again
baptized, Qualification - M.Sc. Chemi-
stry, Qualified NET, pursuing PhD in
Chemistry at NIT Tiruchirappalli.
Seeking proposals from parents of born
again, baptized non ornamental

Speaker : o
. spiritual, educated person and a good
= Vs Teea W Contact : 9579729375, ol P g
Kerala 9370149268 Contact : 9074968664, 8921603912
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Mumbai
Suburban

PRAY FOR
IPC MAHARASHTRA STATE

Pray for

» 450 Churches

» 450 Pastors

» 406 Prayer Cells

» 421 House churches
® Upcoming Church buildings and parsonages
» Hebron Bible College

» Suvartha Publications

Bhandara Gondia

%‘} » Tracts & Literature Ministry
’jco » Sunday School, PYPA, Ladies Association
3 » 28 Primary Schools and Balwadies in the Villages
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Light up the villages of Maharashtra
through living word.

Fully owned and managed by IPC Maharashtra State

e Diploma in Theology (D.Th)
Hindi Medium - 2 Years full time course.

® Food and accommodation free

e Day scholars are indeed permitted from in
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